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DANIEl G LEN N (DA N) WAlTERS was b orn 
Oc to ber 5, 1942 in Marshall, Texas. He was 
raised on a fa rm near Tyler, Texas, and late r o n 
a c alllc ranch nc ar DeQueen, Arkansas. He was 
baptized into Chris t on Ma y 2, 1954 b y P.O . 
Wilm eth at Tyle r. He attended tiarding Colle ge 
for two years and was graduated from South· 
eastern State College at Durant, Oklahoma in 1964. 

Wa lters is a c arpenter b y t rade and a Chris tian 
b y convict ion . For the 11as t 20 years he has en­
d e.wore d to tea ch the Wo rd of God , both 
verba ll y and thro ugh the printed page. He has 
preached lo r extended periods in Oklahoma, 
Texas, and North Carolina . His articles ha ve 
appea red in The Gospel Guardian, Truth 
Maga1inc. and other journals published b y 
brethren. 

Walt e rs b e li eves th a t re sp ect lo r the 
authorit y o f Christ necessarily impli es respect 
fo r His spiritu al body, the church, and for His 
Word , the New Testame nt Scriptures. He is con ­
vinced that denominational ism results when 
men a bandon the scriptures as a binding pat­
te rn for the work and wo rship o f the chu rch and 
substitute th e wisdom of man fo r tlw wi~dom of 
God. 
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BUFF SCOTT, JR. was born and re ared in an 
area o f poverty deep inside the Appalachian 
mount ains o f eas tern Kentuck y o n Fe bruary 4, 
19211, une mile from where the t~tatlield-McCoy 

fe ud began. Hi s mother' s maide n name was 
Hatfie ld. tiis fathe r was in the bootlegging 
trade during the Great Depression but surrendered 
his life to Jesus when Bull was about 11 years o f 
age. On tha t m emorable night his fath er thre w 
his pack o f cigarettes and pint o f " moonshine 
whiskey" in the same c reek in whic h he was 
immersed . Bull later expe rienced a non -re ligious 
immersion when the humpba ck mule he was 
riding fe ll through the bridge w hich rro~scd over 
the creek and led into the barnyard! So me years 
l,tler a Church of Christ " mini~ t er" imn1crwd 
him. He d eni es any co nnec tio n be twee n the two 
events. 

Scott 's formal cducali~ll wa s limite d due to a 
lack o f edu c atio nal e mphasis in the mo untains 
b y "hillbilli es" who thou ght there were be tt e r 
things to d o. AI 22, he became inte rested in 
Church of Christ the ology .tnd soo n landed his 
fir st job as "minister." He trailed the "mini ster " 
circ uit in West Virginia, Ohio, Pe nnsylvania , 
Connecti cut, Missouri, and Iowa , or until he saw 
the futilit y of pulpiteering and chur chism. He 
derives his living now fro m the fi eld of me ntal 
health. What he o nce "cut hi s te eth on" he now 
o pposes, and affirms that Jesus is neither th e 
head o r founder of the Church o f Christ. 

Scott d o es not believe that c hurchism is the 
answe r to the wo rld's p roble ms, that il a solution 
is found the world must lo ok to Jesus, not to 
churches. 
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The Walters-Scott Exchange 
on the Authenticity of the 

Church of Christ 

SCOTT'S FIRST EXCHANG E 

IOENTIFICA liON : The Churc h o f Christ. as a 
sep a ra tis t ins t itution, is in trouble M any of her 
followers have been lost to rcformilt ion. These 
re fo rmers. in an effo rt to rl'store her to the plea 
she adopted initially when she bloomed to star· 
dom in the ea rl y 1800s as a movement to uni te 
the Ch ristians in all the <ects, tak e her to task 
for her refusal to recognize the pr mciple upon 
w hic h she s tood originally. 

As a religious order. <he struggles I o r a JHCS· 

tigious pm ition in a socie ty <1lready overburdened 
with secta riani sm a nd rabid partls;tnism. As a 
c hu rch, she takes he r place il lo ngsiclc scorl's o f 
others and announces tha t ]Psus i< lwr head and 
fo under As a denomination. none hils surpa sst•d 
her in choosing a selective and res tr ic tive des· 
ignation. It e r ensign is Roman< 16·16, " 1 he 
c hu rches of Chri st sa lute you" (K ing James Ver· 
sion) In indentilying hNsPII to thP world. she 
s teers c lear o f "chu rch o f Cod." I'Vl'n though 
the King }ames Version of thP sacrecl donmwnts 
e m ploys the term many timf>S To " dcnom ina fp" 
is to na me by a restricti ve and Pxc lus iw tit l1• 
The Churc h o f Chriq fill~ the> s lot fo r shP usPs 
the te rm exclusively and di~tmctivf>ly on lwr mf'et· 
inghouses. s1ghboard'. in rww<papPr ;md magillllll' 
advertisements. and on radio and lPIPv1sion When 
a n ou tsider inqui res of w h1c h c hurc h they <Hf' 
members. the answer is inv;~r~ably the> samf' .;Wf> 
ar!' mPmbe rs of the Chu rth of Christ." t lwy PX· 

cla im . It shou ld be understood tha i the common 
nouns used in the sacred writing~ to designatP 
Cod's people are desc ript ive of soml' ilSp!'c t of 
rela ti onship ;~nd were ncv1•r intendl'd to b!' f>X · 

e lu sive or selective 
As a divrsive fac t ion. she is <econd only to thl' 

Oaptist sect for withm he r ranks may be found 20 
o r more differen t Churclws o f Chris t It is ridicu· 
lously insane to claim tha t J Psu~ is the hPad and 
founder of suc h a la men table rnes< 

As a re ligious part y, lwr platform borders the 
irra ti o na l. According to hN d ic tate<, no one may 
be sa ved from the " c>rror of his ways" un iPss anti 
u nt il he surrenders hi s theology il S garbage and 

accPpl~ her proc lillllliltions. N lrr t<. ilnd < orn 
mission~ (conveniPntly coim•d "commandmt'nl< 
of Cod" ) 

1 ha t t llt'r<' be no lll!Sunderqanding as to wh11 h 
<ell I am wri ting ilhout , <h!' p.Hildl'< and pro 
c la1rns hersl'lf " t lw rhurrh of our lord" and 1 on 
dl•mns a ll ot hers for tlwir uw.1"on of lwr hPilvl'nly 
corridors ShP do1·~ not l'ng.lgl' tlw wrvl< <'< of 
ml'chanical (rnusicill) Ul<tnnm•nts tn h1•r mr'l'lntg< 
HN musK i ~ acappl'llil il nd congrc•g,ll lo na ll v 
vocal ThPr(• ar1• no <olo< 1 hi' I orcl'< Suppr•r " 
observed PvNy f ~r s t day o f tlw Wl'l'k. 

Some o f tlw l<•,ldrng j ou rn;~ls whi ch wrvl' '" 
official m ou thpie1 ~'' .,,, 1ilc Gospel Advocille. 
Tile Gospel Cuarrlran. I rrrn Founda tion. 1rutil 
Mag;J7ine. Cilri,f1,1n Clllonic/P. /Ji/Jic llf'ra lr!. 
Sentry, and Vanguard 

I ach paper rPpr<•wnt< ,, d"''"' 1 !.11 tion w11lun 
thl' Church of Chr~q Although,.,,, h cont• ·ntiou' 
group d1•n11'< a Cl'ntr.t l o ffr cP. on!' has onh to 
Ia~ I' i~~ll<' w11h tlw " hom!' off 11 .... on \Oml' id•·ology 
to fPl'l t lw autho111at ivt· wr.l th 1h.1t p ro! t•t•d, 
t lwrl'from 

Magazi nl'C\ lhcl l .Ht' frt 1t' fl nd ~t·rvp il ~ .1 Vl'rlll( '' 

o f rcforrn;ttion or "vOICl'< in tlw wlidl'rnl'"." M l' 

Resto ration Review. Ensign. Mission. and ,, f''" 
ot lwrs 11wse tourn.d~ arC> no t flUfl fl <'l< of ""'w 
K hl<matic group nor .HI' tl•l 'll t>dr to r< hound by 
"brotherhood pol11 y" 

CHUR CH PSYCHOSIS: I do not 1 o nsid1•r 11 a 
rigorous a ~signnwnt to d<'l I.Hl' I hil t ]PSI" i' not 
tlw heMI and foundt•r of tlw rpligious 11.1rly (< htlll hl 
liiHII~ r cons id1~rat ion . I d o not lw liev1' lw is t lw 
head of any churc h Churc hism i< sect ism Thil l 
Jesus esta blisl)('d ,, n!'w pl'ople a nd se t in m ot ion 
a new Is rae l. colony, commonwealth. republ ic. 
hou~ehold. congregatio n. ilS~!'mbly, or holy corn· 
mumly no born-agarn bc l11•vpr w1ll deny One 
has onl y to reil<l ilnd exa nunc Cil la tia ns 5. 20 to 
conclude that jesus is no t ti ll! founder of religious 
partie~. Ambassador l>a ul placed the "pa rty spiri t" 
along~ide d runkenness. fornicat io n. and other 
desires of the lower na ture !Rev ised Standard 
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VNsion) The New English Bib le re nders " pa rty 
1ntngue~. " a nd the Living Bible says tha t the parti­
san a ttitude is " the feeling tha t everyone else 
"wrong exce pt those in yo ur o w n littl e gro up." 
I ;un inc line d to b e lieve tha t this s tnkes a t the 
very core of it. A religious party, then. is any group 
that clas.1i f ies all o thers w rong and whose terms 
of admission and terms of staying admitted are 
either p.11t ly o r ful l y fo re ign to the terms inaugu­
rated 1>1· the Kmn of kings and hi1 special envoys. 

To dc•ny t h.ot tlw Chu rch ol C hri 'l consider~ 
t•vc•ryon!' w r<mg Pxcept tho~c in h!'r own little 
group ' ' to flir t wrth th!' world ' ~ grea te~t fa lse­
hood To dt•ny th,l t hrr te rm< of <tay1ng adm itted 
"''' forPign to tht• Ma qpr'< p le il i< to flirt wi th 
.uoot hrr f,ol<t' hood The terms of <tilying admitted 
"' thP Chur< h of Chri ' t are well known The moq 
uh viou< on!' i< tho~t hrr nwmbpr< mu~t accept 
he notio n tha t ~h!' only is the "rhurch" cstab­
" lwd by t ill' Mt'llldh Nor may her m emb!'rs 

·o·tam tht• oo mPmlwr<hip a nd belit'Vl' thJ t rns tru­
llt'nt~ o f mu~ic in he r publ ic mPL'tings an• per-
11 1 ~ 1rb l !' And I 1 ou ld go o n and on I he d rvine 
liC«a gt• dot'< not 1upport .ony o f these p a rt isiln 
dP,lS Sa lvat ion " ;o p e rsona l mat tt•r and J('Hr< is 
1 pPr<o n a l S;ovror HP a nd he a lone provid es 
.;t lva tion to those " ' his co mmu 11ity w ho arp 
-!riving to hono r him with love and co n t ri te 
w ar ts l)pvot ion to churc hism i~ no t a p re­
t'qu rsit e toil p ure lofe. Churdoism 11 pa rt isanism. 
\nd 11a rtrsa nism os conde mned Jesus him self 
lf'mOn~ tra t Pd hrs oppos rtio n to rel1grou s part ies 
.vhen hP lil1cl bare the sect (pa rty) of the Pharisees 
" " ' the <ee l (pilrty) of the Sadduc!'!'< l ie Jccused 
ht•m o f not t'n tPring God 's reign tht•mse l ve~ no r 
wrn1111ong ,ln yon!' Plsc to Pntt'r It wa s no t e s­
.pnflcl l to b(• ,, llll 'llllH"'r of either p iHi y to r(•ce ive 

:od'' gr<Ht' Nor i~ nw mb!'llhip in t he re l ig ious 
!Miy known as thl' Church o f Chriq P~SPn tia l 
o rPCPivrng Cod' ~ grace and fo rgivt•nt's< 

In .o rt' logious ~oci!'ly w hose c it i7ens ,, , e a d­
'" !Pel to 1 hurdlt'm, rt is dif frcult to convince 
1nyorw tiMt God'~ gloryland can be rrachPd with­
>ul chu r!' h mPm be"hip A bel iever'~ me m ber­
hop (citflelll h lp ) r< in heaven (Philopp ia n s 3 20). 
lt•.wpn r< t ill' o n ly p lace it is nePdt'd Fo r o ne 
o pl,lcP nH•miJl' r<hip w ith some c hurc h o r re-
1g iou~ piHi y is to admit he is jo ined to some thing 
n addit ion to Cod'~ uni versal fa mol y o r reign. 
' a rtyism in t lw polit ica l sp here ca n he to lNa ted 
l U I in tlw Chrr<t1.111 <IJPCtrum it i< cat!'gori7ed a n 
·vol il nd .1 " work of the fles h " W hen one is p e r­
ll<lded to ac cppt Jesus as hi s Silvior and the 
: hristian fa rth a s hi~ ca use. he is immedia te ly 
10rn into God ' < famrly or community Sho uld he 
lw n jo in som t' c hurch a nd begin wea ring the 
oam<' o f ~Onl(' re ligious part y, he becomes som e­
bing m o re t ha n jus t a bo rn-aga in be l iever He 
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is a believer plus a party man. II !' has surrendered 
pa rt o f his w ill to a re lig iou1 p arty as one would 
surre nder p a rt o f hi< will to a po litical p arty He 
is no longer J free m a n! Hers shackled to a pa rty 
and is obligil t ed to support it. e ndo rse it, p rac­
t icP its lega li~ tic rit ua ls, and he lieve its doc trinal 
precept s. Sho uld he waver in any of these a reas 
he IS soon pigcon ho lt'd a n inac tive m embe r a nd 
a tr,litor to the cause. The Church of Christ wie lds 
suc h a fiq as I h.1ve desc ribed A man may ge t 
out from undPrnea th such a n authoritanan mess. 
w lw t lw r ht> be in the Churc h o f Christ o r Catho lic 
Church. by bl'coming a n independent thinker and 
work1ng w rt h 1n the fra mo>wo rk of h1s own par ty 
to ilttain un ity Jmo ng ;o il of God's c hildren It 
i< no t neci'<~My t hJ t he le a ve the grou p he has 
known a nd loved fo r so m a ny year~ a nd journ ey 
owr to the sot•th t>nd o f town and start a " fai thful 
churc h " I It' no.oy work fo r reformation w here he 
'' li P would he il no n-partisan strivrng to reform 
part i~a n~. d< a non-,1lcoho lic m ighl work with 
,olcoholic~ in a n ef fort to reform them An 
m tt•rpsung though t is that Pa ul nevt>r once com­
nllsiiOnl'd IH'Iil'vers to d ivide a nd sta rt a "sound 
• hurc h." irrespective o f the d ifft•rcnces that 
Pxistt'd 111 som e congrega tions. 

111!' "church o f C hris t" tea c hes that she had 
lwr gPnc s is o n the f irs t Pe nteco st fo ll owing 
l e~u<' ascen sion a nd that t his info rma tion is re­
cord t'd in Ac ts, cha pte r two The a pproxi m a te 
d a te o f thi~ " great event " was A D 33 They 
bold ly assert t hat t he " lord's churc h" d id not 
t>xist p rio r to this da te o r occasion It is true o f 
course. t llilt .1 gre at event wit ~ unveiled d u;ing 
t lw firs t fe~tivc pe r iod of the Jews fo llowing 
JPsu<' ,1SCPnllon rnto hea v!'n to occupy " David' s 
throrw " ill Kin g. a s re cord I'd in Acts 2. but we 
m ;oy ~ur!' l y rest ou r o ars that it was no t the bc­
grnnong of a " c hurc h." any church. whethe r Bap­
tis t Church, Metho d is t Church. Churc h of C hrist. 
Chu rc h o f Cod , C hris tia n C hurch. Ca tho lic 
Churc h. o r .1ny of t he ot he r sects among us 

Then what d id occur? Cod's new reign was 
ushe red in! And those who accepte d Jesus as 
Sav ior <J nd King were a d ded as co ti1ens to that 
re ign ;md beca me ~ons and daughter~ o f a King 
(A cts 2:47). Thu s Cod's neY." Is rea l begJ n, his ne w 
a rrangement. his ne w econo m y, hi s new con­
gregat ion. his new ecclesia, h is new ho u seho ld 
his new priesthood . his new colo ny, his new bod~ 
of believe rs . 

But w lo y not a i::fwrch? Did no t Jesu s say he 
would found hi~ "churc h" (Ma tthew 16:13)1 If 
yes. is it no t C hris t' s c hurc h o r the "churc h o f 
C hris t /" 

The answers to the se questio ns arc found in 
the fa c t that "c hurc h" was neve r once u sed by 
Jesu s o r any o f the ins pire d w ri te rs . The Gree k 
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ecclesia, which is supposed to convey our English 
" c hurc h," docs no t. l h!'fe is a bsolute ly nothing 
in ecclesia that de livers "churc h " A divine-right 
king f orced "churc h" into o ur English vers ions 
wht~ n hP commanded h is trilnslators: " The o ld 
f'Cclesiastical word~ to be kept; a ~ the word church 
no t to bP translated congregat ion" (The Christ ian 
Baptist Volume II, Number 4. Novembe r 1, 1824). 
The k ing actually fo rbade hi s scho la rs to trans­
late ecc/esia. Why? He inte nded to continue h is 
reign as head and king of The Established Church 
o f England, not a me re congrega tion! 

However. it is no t necessa ry tha t we d eal with 
the C reek language to d e termine the e rrors o f 
king James and his scholars. In Acts 7:36 o f his 
versio n. we find the "churc h" existing unde r Moses. 
" Th is is he. that was in the church in the wilder­
ness with the angel which spa ke to him in the 
mount Sinai, and with our fathers: w ho received 
the l ively ora cles to give unto us." The Chu rc h 
o f C hris t decrees that the " c hurc h" d id no t e xis t 
prior to Ac ts 2. Uut he re we have it under Moses 
This c anno t b e t>xpl ai ned correc tl y w itho ut a d­
mitting that king James a nd his schol ars m ad e a 
deliberate mistake. Ano the r exim1ple is Hebrews 
2:12. In this passage king James has the "c hurch" 
unde r the reign o f David. No t o~ s i ng of the coin 
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w!ll re lieve my churchly add icted bre thre n of thes!' 
d1le mmas. The y mus t ad mit t ha t the "chu rc h" 
t riumphe d unde r Moses a nd D avid or confes5 
tha t Jesu s is no t the he ild and found e r o f any 
c hurc h Sho u ld they confess t ha t Jesu s did no t 
fo und a c hurc h, the conc lus io n fo llows tha t 
c hurc hes a re sec ts or re ligio us pa rt ies. inc lud ing 
the " c hurc h of C hrist." 

Bu t ano ther dile mma When they conft''' tha t 
Ac ts 7 36 a nd lle brPw< 2 12 ilrt' indeed m is· 
tra ns la t ions. or no trilnsl.l tions ill a ll. they will 
at the samP t ime h t> conf<•ssing tha t a mis trdm­
lation is fo und in !'V!'ry instance wh!'re " c hurc h" 
is u se d . 

So what do we havpl If Jpsus is no t thP foundt•r 
o f " c hurc h." on!' o r mor!'. who i<l Ma n. JP<u< 
st MIL'd his n<•w rPign o r com mu nit y MJ n s t .lr tPd 
t hurc lw s o r r l' lig iou~ p Mt iPs I likP to think in 
lt• rrns o f )t''tiS rPign1ng ovo·r hi~ congrPga tio n or 
lOrnmunity whil!' m.on rt>ogns ovt•r rlnorclws Jo•st rs 
h,, , all ilutho rity in h 1~ IH'W lOilgrt•g.l t ion whol t• 
llliln PXt'rt ises authority in t hurd w; Anyon•• who 
grvt'~ h im<Pif to a churc h gov!'< pa rt of Iu s w1ll 
to ,, hurn an m astt•r Shou ld hP rPfll~ r · to g1 vo· h i' 
a ll to t hP part y, lw forft•i ts h i< nH•mht•f\hip. 
thu' dt•mom trating th,l t ht• w,1s oo ldt•t•d a nlt'mho·r 
o f ~ompt h 1 ng in addit1o n to w h ,rt Jt'' ' " " ' ' in 
o rdt·r. 

WALTERS' FIRST EXCHANGE 

My bro ther must be remind!'d o f thl' proposition 
which hi' c hose to affrrm Jes11s is not the head 
o f, nor did he fo11nd, the church o f Chris t. I hav(' 
no int!'ntion o f defe nding some sPctarian concl'pt 
o f thr c hurc h which m ay exist in the minds of 
so me men. The o nl y c hurc h I a m int e restNI in 
is tha t c hu rc h clescribt' ci in tlw New Testanwnt 
It is the "churc h o f Christ" or the " churc h of th!' 
I ord" bf'cause it is a p o ssess io n o f C hrist 1 he 
churc h has no excl us ive tit le o r pro pe r na mP. but 
is des igna ted in the scri p tures by d cscrip trv!' 
tt' rrns We a re free to u se any suc h te rm that i·. 
a ccura te and sc ri pturJ I, a s expe d ienc y may die · 
t a te We rarel y use "chu rc h o f God" o r " c hurc h 
o f Je sus C hrist" in p ublic a d vert is ing simpl y 
b ecause we do not w an t to be con fu ~f'd with 
huma n d e nomina t ions w hich have ad o pted suc h 
na mes Neverthe less. there is a n ev il t end e ncy 
toward a restrict ive tit le w hic h C hris tian~ ~hould 
resist 

Sayin g that Jesus is no t t he head a nd founde r 
o f the c hurch o f C hris t is equ a l to s J ying that 
the ho use t hat Jack built . pa id fo r, ho lds ti tle 
to. a nd lives in, is no t Ja ck's ho use. In Ma tt 16:16 
C hrist said. " I w ill bui ld m y c hu rch." We kno w 
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tha t Ht> k<•pt Hi' promi<£>, fm in At t< 2 47 wt• n•,od 
abou t tht• l o rd a d d rn g pt>o plt' tn t hi~ c hur t. h In 
At Is 20·2H wp rPad o f " t lw c hurc h o f Cod w hit' h 
lw h;r th purcha<c•d with ho< own blood " (S< hoi"'' 
gt•m•ra lly agr!'P that "Cod" ht•ft• n •f t• o< to tlw Son. 
Slllt P thf' f a the r dod no t die upo n thP cross ) In 
I p h 1 :22-2.! WI' lt•arn tha t Chri q i; " ht'a d ow• r 
a ll thing s to th!' tlourch. whic h i~ hrs body" In 
I ph 4 4 WI' IParn the r!' 1< o nly " on<· b ody .. In 
I ph 5·2J we• find that Chriq " is tlw hl'a d o f tlw 
c hurc h· a nd he i ~ t he Saviour of the bod y " ln 
I Cor 12·13 we Sl't' tha t \V l ' ilrc " all b.lpt it.Pd int o 
om• body" This agn•t•s wit h wha t wp know ,,bo ut 
t ho w who were a dded to the c hurc h in Ac ts 2 
s ince " they that glad ly re ce ived his word wt'r~ 
b a ptized : a nd the sa me d;r y the re were a dde d 
unto the m a bo ut three thousa nd souls" These 
sc ri ptures no t o nl y nega te the pro posi t ion (that 
Jesus d id no t found, a nd is no t the he ad o f. H is 
churc h). but they p rove tha t He purc ha sed it, 
she d His b lood fo r it. is the Savio r of it. adds 
people to it . ami rcga rt.b il ,os His bride. Thi s is 
the same chu rch, a nd the o nly church, of w hic h I 
am a membe r. Anyo ne w ho accep ts the langua ge 
of the Bible mu st realize tha t the propositi o n 
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ha< already fallen. and that my negatrve obligation 
has already been fulfilled. . 
NPvertht> lcs~. I intend to answer the fallacious 

<Hgument s which have been advilnced. I am not 
conc<'rned, as my bro ther seems to be, about the 
principles of the restorationists of the 1600s. The 
church wa s established about 2000 years ago, 
and 1 am in lt!rest<'d in the p rinciples held by the 
Apo \lles and pro phet< of the early church Some 
ambitious men may be struggling " for a prestigious 
posrt ion" among denominations, but the true 
church and tnre Christians care nothi:!g for world­
ly prest ige The church is a divine institution 

w rth .r div inP lwad, operating under a d ivine 
commi<<ion If Chri<tians prt•,,ch th<' ~,:ospe l. C od 
will grvl' tlw inCH!a<t' I f thi< incrl'a<c is not im­
p re« ivt• to thi' world, wt• 111ust n•nwmbt•r that 
throughou t hr< t ory only a n•mrr.1nt ha< h<'Pn 
r,, i thful to C o cl 

r>ivi<ion .m1ong t hurclw< i< lwld up a~ proof 
tlwt Jp<us "not tht• head of tlw < hurr h o f Chn<t. 
I n N t•w I f• .. t.t nH ·nt luJu•c;;; tlu ·n • ' ' ·' ' dtvl,to n 111 

Corinth ( I (or 1·11 -12). and I ht• Apo<tiP l'aul 
wanwcl th.ll ht•re"P~ mmt ari<P ( I Cor 11 1'l) 
Olotrt•plw< ' 1'1'111< to have IH•r•n 111 cont1o l of 
o11t' t hurc h. and hP would no t t•ven rt'C<'ivc 
tht• i\po< l l t•' (Ill John 'J) Bo th Pt•lt•r and Jude 
' P<'ol k o f 1.11<<' tP,Ichcrs who had ~:on e iHiray 
and h ,1d l!'d di<c iplt•s afiN tlwm. So division. 
,, ... , n • .. ult o l '" rong c~ t tltudt-' .utd Ld' t' tt•.t t IHng. 

''"' lt•d t'\' t'n 111 tht' fir<t C<'nlury llutthi< did not 
twg.l lt' tlw f,, (l tho~t tlw churt h o f Chri<t !'Xi<tl'll, 
o r t h.11 lot ,II t hurr hP< of \ hn \1 ' '" ' ted, o r I hilt 
tht• f.ot ' t hun ht•<. \\' P rt' ll0 1H.IPilOillll1c\I IO ilc1 1 ilr1d 

w<'rt' po<w " rons of Chri<l I ht• f.H t that nwn 
l ,u l to fo l low tlw p.llll'rn J,,,d down by Clui~ t in 
Jill' 'J1•w I p\J,um•nt doc•s not nw.1n Jh,lt tlw patt••rn 
i< ill 1.1ul t . or that nwn ought to give up t ry ing 
to f o llow 11 

Suppos•· f rve lad•es o rder tlw ~ame fl.lltNn 
for a drP~S. and all set out w1th good intention s 
to fo llow 11 But becau se o f f adur<' to follow 
dire< liOnS. CM <'IPssn<'SS, 0 1 being mi<IPd by the 
suggl'~ t ion s o f o thers. four of the ladies Pnd up 
with a fin ished produc t which dot'S no t resemble 
lht• p,1I IP111 IJOIV<'V('f, Ont' lady 1< VI'IY lolf<•lul 
to fo llow cv!'ry d irec tion and is able to c reat e a 
perfL•ct eire~~. ;rccording to the pattern The other 
ladiP~ may gro w envious and become angry be­
cau ~c their sist er succeedPd whi le they failed. 
Rut su ch strif e does no t det r.tc t fro m the au then­
tic ity o f the pattern, o r fro m the successful re­
sult of the o ne w ho followed the pat tern. 

The c hurc h does not say that men must " ac­
cept her proclaimations, edicts. and commissions." 
Christian s teach that only Christ's word. as con­
ta ined in the New Testament, is authori tative. 
Those who proceed w ithout authority, or con-
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trary to au tho ri ty, have rejected Christ. not the 
church. G ospel papers do not serve as official 
mouthpieces of- the true church They are the 
efforts o f private individuals to tea ch the Word. 
or to nromot e personal interests. Any Christian 
who g ives h is al leg iance to a paper has a lread y 
become apost ate and rejec ted Christ as his head. 
No " hom e o ffice" o r headquarters con trols the 
r hurt h Fi!ithful brethren do not fear to challenge 
tlw opmions of the influential It is only the 
hirelings w ho have adopted the denom inatio nal 
pa<to r w~tem. w ho fear to be independent. lest 
th<'y lose a " preaching job " The error of such 
wp,1kling~ has no bearing upon the identity o f 
th<' Jnr<' church. 

llw fac t that the church of Christ considers 
dPnominatio ns wrong is given as p roof that 
Chri<t is no t the head of the church Denom i­
natton< arc wrong for many reasons, but primarily 
bt'CiHtse d<•no minationalism is a sys tem w hic h 

1u<t1f 11·~ and glorifie< divi<io n It i< thl' in<titution­
al i tatio A o f div ision. While churches o f Christ 
m.ry di v idP, they at least recognize that divisio n 
i ~ w rong and tha t someone is to blame for it The 
dPnominatrona l theory accepts division as natural 
and w ho lesome. It is also true that the great 
majority o f de nomina t ions are made up of al ien 
sinrw r<. <inCl' these persons have never obeyed 
tht• go,pt•l ,1 rcording to the ~nipllll<'<. and Christ 
has m•vN added them to llis church . Most de­
nomtn.1tion< teach human doc trines which deny 
fundament ,d truths co ncerning the nature of the 
go~JH' I and o f the church How could a Christian 
lit• loy,l l to ( hri<l . hi< lu·ad, without dPt:. IMing 
such thing~ to be wrong! Fai lure to recogn ize 
dt>nom inil tions docs not make the church a sect. 
,111yn•o rc th.111 failure to recognize Buddhism 
or l udaism mak es it a sect. 

I<Pt.l ining membership in the church o f Christ 
i ~ no prob lem Only the Lord can add one to His 
church. and only the Lord can t ake one out of 
11 - 111 thP D ay o f iudgemnt llrotht•r A C Pullia <. 
w ho II '< l'ntly joinN I the l'rl'<hy l<'rian d eno m ­
in.l iiOil , m,ty think he llil< l!'f t the church o f 
\ hri ' t ll rotlw r Scott may think hl• i< no lo ngN 
a member. But, in real ity, no one can leave th e 
church of Chri st u ntil the Day of l udgment. If 
ht> rou lcl. he would ha'te t o ob ey the gospel a 
seco nd time, should he rep ent. 

H eaven cannot be reached w i thou t church 
membership because o f the nature o f the church. 
According to the sc riptures, the church is the 
collectivity of the saved. and all of the silved 
constitute the chu rch. Tal king about salvation 
outside of the church is a contradic i ton in terms. 
Should on•~ who is born into Cod' s fami ly then 
join some re ligious party/ Certainly no t H is 
loya lty should be only to Christ, and he shou ld 
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w ork and worship with o thers whose loyalty is 
to Christ. 

The church of Christ d id not exist prior to 
Pentecost. The word '"church," in the orig rna l, 
means congregation, assembly, or grou p. Moses 
had such a congregation (Ac ts 7:36). and there 
wa s a congregation of Israel ites at the time of 
David (Heb. 2:12). The word " church" is no t mis­
transl ated in such passages The poin t is, these 
congregat ions d id no t b e long to Christ_ at least 
no t in the sense that the N ew Testament church 
belongs to Christ . Christ 's church started on 
Pentecost. 

My brother finally contends that Christ did not 
f ound a church at al l. I predic t ed this wou ld be 
the only logical way he could defend h is p ro­
pos i tion. flut his con tention degenerates into a 
mere logornachy, or war o f w ords I hav<' no 
quarre l with calling the church the ecc/esia. But 
I speak English, not Greek. as do most Americans 
We have to use English vers ions o f the llih l l', 
whil e recognizing thei r lim itatio n< "Churc h"' 
comes from an o ld t~ ngl ish word mPaning " houw 
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o f the Lord." Since the church is the hou se of 
the Lord. this is no t far w rong. If the t ransla tor< 
had written ecclesia, we would now have the 
Baptist Ecclesia_ the M ethodist Ecclesia, etc. MPn 
can l ilke any word and change i ts me<~ning to 
fi t t heir own concep t io ns If my brother's r<'a­
soning is correct, there is no su ch th ing a< 
" bap tism," since the true translatio n sho uld be 
" immersion." The impo rtant thing is that PI'O[l l l' 
bl' milde aware o f thP rnp;ming of the origina l 
CrePk words in the scriptur!'S Words were coirwd 
by m en I may invent the word "zad o" If enough 
p POflle accept i t as meaning congrl'gation or 
assembly, I would h<' wi ll ing to say tha t I il lll ,, 
m t>mbt>r of the " 7<~rlo of Christ " MPanwh ill', 
why no t be satisfit>d wi th the w ords w p havt• ami 
!Pilc h IH'opiP t lw truth about till' corn•< t dl'fi 
n i t ions of the origin,tl Grt'<•k w ord< I 

I am not a mE'mlwr o f any rPi igiou< party. 'inn• 
I haVl' n<'VI'r joinPd or giv l'n m y nll!'giilnn· to 
any I a m contt•n l to ilrn·pl o nly t lw iluthority 
o f I••« • ~ C:h ri<t M y hrotlwr wou ld p r!'fpr thai I 
rProgni l.P and arct•pt tho«• w ho go lwyond th.11 
au thori ty 

SCOTT'S SECOND EX CHANGE 

EARNESTLY CONTENDING: 1 he Chu r< h o f 
Christ claims t o earnes tl y ron tPnd for thl' f aith 
that was onc•• and for 11 11 dt•liVI'rt'<l to th<' am il'nl 
sa ints. The cla im nl'l'ds to lw l'Xarnirwd to dt•IPr­
minP how anc il'nl slw i~ 

1) The ancient faith clid not employ professional 
pulpiteers. 11w Churdt of Christ dol'< Tlwy h.1Vt! 
been professionally trdined and t ailored by tlwo­
logica l facto ries to go to God o n bPhal f o f thl' 
pcopiP, thus interfering with the pril'~thood o f all 
b c liPvers All of Cod 's children ill<' prit•• t ~ ( I 
Pe ter 2:9 & Revela t ion 1 6) r ach " rPspon~ ib i P 
for offering his own sacrifir <' But tht• profP~s ionill 
hire ling in the Church o f Ch ris t propo st's to do 
his own thing and o thers' as W<!ll . I charg<' 
the Church of Christ nulpitPPr of taking advantagl' 
o f tlw sheep by f leec ing th<' m o f thl:'ir mon!'y 
undPr tlw gui <t• that " tlw go<tw l rnu q lw ' liP­
ported." of manipulat ing the innocPnt and ind if­
ferent. of play ing upon tht• ••mo tion' of t h<• i l ­
literil ll', and of bPing a <"ilrl( Pr 111 tht• hodv ol 
bl' l icv<'r~ Hi< m ;r lrgn,mt funt l ion IHI 'v t•nt' tlw 
body f rom bu ilding it<e ll up (I pht•,ian' 4 lit) 
M embers o f the Church o f Chri<t wmm tlw p••w< 
w hi iP t ry int: not to I all a<le!' Jl, <ht•ll out • ,,,h 
to feed. clothe, and she lter t he " m ini ster" who 
should lind a job and go to w ork lik e Paul. 
Peww~rnwr< grow wPary w hilt· t ry in~-; to du wl'll 
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hut find lht•rt • i ' rt•,dly 1101 th.11 111111 h lo do 
<.i tH P .1 ··nuni'-ll'f' h.,, !u•t•n inlporlt·d t o 111.1kt· 

1111'11 vokt•' " •' '" o~nd tllf'll hw dt·n ' l1ght I ht·\ 
(Ht • ' lliritu,d Jy <ft •l o l llH'd diH I d VII l g ht•c olU'I ' o l , 1 

!.11 k o l p oll I i< ip,IIHHI 

Tl 11• pro ft•" ion.ll pu lpi lt•t•r in tht · Churt h o l 
C h11\l o b<1 11H b ~p i lll ll il l growt h i11 tha t lw pt•r­
form< all o f t h<' hotly'< m,1jo1 fum tiom I v<· n tlw 
phy" cill body w ill dit• rf il ~ nw m lw r< art• no t p•• r­
rnttlt•d to t 'Xt' lci<P llu·ir VolfiOll~ ro lt ·<. for'" tiv1 1y 
st rl'n gtlwn< ilnd bu ild' t< i t iln y drfft•rt•nt w11h ,, 
body of pPopl1•l C.tn M r I lt•iHt ~ ill'. ' 'I'll do Mr 
I IVPr'< workl" Or . ''I' ll t ak t• ovt•r for M r I ungl" 
No w il y. To lw ac ti vt' i< l i f t· 1 o ht• in;H liw " 
d!•,lth 1 hl' sppctator lll'l'ds In bt• um haitwd from 
tlw P<'w and PncotHol gt•d to lwgin t lw ion~; hut 
mtPrP<Ing walk towiHd <pir i tu a l 11l il l t~<it y l lw 
pulpit p rpac lwr <hould h<' rt•mov('(l f rnm h i< 
pinn;H.: IP ancl g ivt~n ,, ~Pil l e1rnong tht' pPa~an t ~ 
No longt•r ~hould ht• lw JH' rrni ttPd to control t ht• 
pro gr;rm or ac t as a proxy f or otlwrs. H is f!' llow 
prit•st5 must also Ill' granl!'d thl' frt'<'dom to "~l'rvt• 

a t th<' a ltar " llw pulpit p n',l< lw r lllilY f uiH 11011 
as onf' of tlw leaders, assuming he is qualifiecl, 
but not rite dir<'ctor. " high priest," or the rnini<ler. 
He c<Jn no m ore be tile mini<t c r than he can b e 
1/Jc prit>sl. Alllwli!'Vt!rS w ith IPadNship ab i l i t ie ~ 
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art' to deve lop and use the gi ft of leadership 
(l{omilm 1l : 1-11). 

No longer should the Christ ian community he 
' ' •"'t~s of 1.nolp ilePrS or the professional c lergy. 
Only when vii believers are tr;tined and ppr­
miiiPd to fu nction for themsPiws will pewwarmers 
,1\v,lk('n to ti H~i r r!'~pon< 1 b i litie~ ~nd lwconw 
, h,uPholch•r< in<h•o1d of <l~vt•<. l vPryonc• lllilY tht>n 
trull' considPr him<p)f o1 mini'iPr. H'ildy to <lrt>ngth­
t·n ot hl' f"' bv llH'clll ' o( ll l ll(ll cJI COillll llll liCdti O il 

and Pdific.llion Thos<' ~JH'Cial ly nu.1lific·d and 
gi ttt·cl will h(•rornr• l t·~1d t ' r'\ .uu: lrt1inl'r$, no t 
rnd .. t,:r ... f r pd\for"' . 

21 The ancient order collected money onl y l or 
evangelism anrl the destitll te. Wlwn thP Parly 
' •" "" m Pt to wor~hip corpora t t> ly. tlwrt' w.1~ no 
t~ l lfwl' to m.tkc· ,, paym <•nt on ,trld no proh·s,ion,11 
pulpitc· c• r to 'upport . If no im11wdiatc~ mo1wtMy 
lll't'd t'\iStl'd. no col lt•c tion wa< t.1kPI1 1 lw Churc h 
ol Chn't tt'.tt ht•< th,tt I Cori11l ht.111, lh 1-l J.:IVt'< 
ol btncfing t '\cll11pll' , tlS \o\' t' li cl"i ct ( OllHllcliH!. th ,tt 
,, < ollt•c lion 11111<t lw t ilkt·n l'Vt•ry fir<t day o f tlw 
'"'l'k. II , . .., .. fu l ,ulitly<i~ of th is incidc•nt woll 
show th.ll tim part icul.tr c·oll c• t t1011 w,1< for ,, 
'I"'' t. tl IH't'd. n.mwly to · .tll t•v i.ltt' povc• rt y 
.tmong tlw poor <aint< o1 t )l'ru s;tlt•m. Naturally 
\\ ht•n tl 11• IH't'd "'·'' 111<'1 th1 • < o llc•c lion< <'•l' t•d I o 
lw 1 onsiqt> l11 .mel olwy tlw conllnilnd pn'cisply 
.t< l'.w l ~.t v t' it. Churc h of Chrisl('rS would he 
c·nrnpPIIPd to liSt' tht> ir w<>Pkly collt'c l io 11 fo r the 
vPry s.tnll' purpows. But nul llw big~est JWr· 
n•nt,1gP of tlwir coiiPctiom got•s for thP l<P· 

k t>I'Jl o f fanc·y rd ificit•< ,liHI to kf't•p thr pru ­
f<'' " " "'d pul pi l<'<'r ,1floa t . tlw vt•t y opposi tl' o f 
"h. II lht· ,11 11 it·n l 'dint ... fH. H ti c. t•d I'IP.l'\t' J)C' f· 

m it me to stre>s the fa ct that mosr all monies 
collC'ctP<i by the Church of Christ go lor real 
estatC' .mel to ~ustain a c/Prgl' casre. llw Parl y 
Chri<t i.n1 com munity lt,td IWitlw r rc•a l t'Siill<' 
(<'I clc•<iastic,t l Pdifi c<'~l or cll'rgy (profp"ion.tl 
pulp1tc•c•r<) l lw Churc h of Chri<t hil s bo th J<><u< 
cannot lw tlw hP,Id o f a sy<tPill thilt is so matPri;:J )­
i<t ic ,111y mindc·d 

.1) The ancient arrangement had solos in their 
corpora te meetings . T he Church of Chrtst 
condpmns tlwm as pC'IIy piPC<'< of Pn tertain­
nwnt. But""" ' to ld the Corinth ia ns thil t "whC'n 
you romp togt>ther Pilch on!' has a hymn. a 
IP~<on .. (I Corinthians 14·2bl Thf'se gi ft <, 
and othPr~ a~ well , wprp t o be mutuall y given 
and m utuall y shJred amo ng thosP who were 
t,11PntC>d in thP<P areas. r he lessons were no t to 
b~ congrc' g<tlionally spoken and the hymns 
were not to be congregiltiona ll v su ng Both 
were to be given in solo fashion. What was t rue 
of one wa s true of the o ther But not in Chu rch 
o f Christ circ l,•s. Is the Church of Christ anc ient 
or rpcpn t l Is she old or fresh! 
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I he tru th is. when the anc ient b elievers ca me 
together it was no t f or the purpose of receiving 
encouragement f rom a paid func tionary but to 
mutually stimulate and strengthen one another. 
Paul reminded the brethren at Rom e that thev 
were "a ble to instruct one another." (Rom ans 
1 ~ :14 ). In t h<> Thessa lonian epistl e he to ld the 
congrega t ion to "encourage one another <tnd 
build one another up" (I Thessa lon ians 5:'11). 
1 hr wri tPr of ll cbrew~ directed the brethren " to 
stir up one another" (Hebrews 10 :24). W hen this 
one another system is substitu ted b y an arrange· 
rnent which usurps the f reedoms and preroga· 
li ves o f God's priesthood , stagna tion resu lts. 

4) Ministers and preachers in the ancient con­
grrgation die/ not hang rherr names on signs to 

advert ise themselves. If they had done <o, 
c·vc•ryone'< name would have appea red on the! 
' iJ.:nboard for .1 11 W(•re preacher~ and min isters. 
1111' Church o f ChriSIIHJ ct iccs jus t the opposi te 
·• ~:a in . Usu ~l ly only on<''s nam e appl'ars on the 
rliOdl'rrrd,ty si ~-:nboard . He is the importPd 
pulp iiPer. 

lhe Chu rL!• o f Chri st w ill tell you tha t every 
lwlic·vpr is a m inister. a prPac her, and a priPst. 
llul w hose na 111e appears on the <ignboardl I he 
profP<siona l sermonizer He df'i ivers w rmonettes to 
Christian<>lte<. Inc ident ally. "sermo n" is no t 
once found in the sc riplures. 

I t is no seer<'! why the p rofessona l pulpi t eer 
in tlw Church o f Christ refuses to place on his 
stgnboard. " Jo hn Smith. Priest." or " Jo hn Smith, 
Saint. " or " John Smith, Believer." He has not as 
Y<'l ht' (' ll itb lc: to convince pewwilrrners th at he 
i< the congn:gation's s.1int . priest . and believrr 
llu l give h im time. lind vet. in l ight o f all this. 
thl' Churc h o f Christ cJpnies having the " d enom ­
in,ttion<ll " tlc>r~y <ystem . None is so b l ind as he 
who rpf u<e< to see 

~ ) The ancrent community considered every­
riling they did to the glory of Cod in their meet­
ings worship. 1 he Church of Christ says there 
.trt' onl y fivt• ,tl'l < of wor<hop that can he <crip­
tur.1 11v pl'rfortll('d "during the worsh ip ~e rv in•< .. 

They are t<>aching, praying. Lord 's Supper, 
giving. and < ingin~ . T.1lk ,tbou t "deno mina l ion,tl 
rrp<•d<." Thi< is one o f the grea t e~ t. 

I f a b rothl'r is m edita ting about God " during 
the wo rship sprvices." is he not worshippin~? 
Med i ta t i n~ is not teaching. I t is no t p raying. It is 
nol the Lo rd 's Supper. It is no t ~iv ing . It is not 
singing /t is t he act o f meditating. Therefore an 
"ac t of worship." If a sister w hispers words o f 
encouragem ent to an ailing b ro ther " during the 
worship serv ices." is she no t worshipp ing? If I 
help an arthritic sain t take his coat o ff "during 
the worship serv ices." am I not worshipping? O f 
course, inasmuch as sp iritual worship is o ffer-
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ing ours! eves (Romans 12:1 ). 
Is i t not true that every t ime I use one of God 's 

gifts to ass ist m y fe llow hum ans. in or o u t o f the 
public assembly, I am worshipping him ? I f my 
v iew is valid , there are seven "ac ts o f worship" 
mentio ned in one c hapter of Romans. They arc 
prophesying (whet her past or present ). serving, 
l each ing, encouraging. contribut ing, lead in~, 
and showing m ercy (Rom ans 1 2:6-8). The " fi ve 
act~ of worship" c reed o f the Church o f Chr i~t 
is bypassed by none other than Paul. I su gge~t 
the Chu rch of Christ is later than she think s. 

6) The ancient colony of believers did not 
enact a formula wh ich sa ys that all things with­
in the realm of religion must be proven right or 
wrong by direcl command. approvNI pxamp/••. 
o r necess<lfy inference. The Church of Chri st 
d oes. Shr d ecree< that al l th ings pert11 ining to 
re ligion must be proven by on<' of thes<' postu ­
lillions . The scriptures nowhere specify this kind 
o f lf'g islation. 

1 hat <onw thin g< M<' <uh<t,1 n ti,t l<'d h y 
comm <tnd. verified by example. and confirrm•d 
by inference no one will deny Bu t to com bint' 
these three premise s into a c reed and IPgisla tc·. 
w ithout divinp au thorit y, th<• l !'VPrythin~ wc• do 
must find its bas is in th is kind of rt>stric tiw 
theology, is to make laws where God has mad<' 
none. 

In the first p lace. this c reed fail s sho rt of its 
goal for many things are proven to be accura te 
and scripturall y exact by statements of fact . Fo r 
example: " for God so loved the world tha t he 
gave his one and only Son, th<t l whoevPr lw liPves 
in him shall not pl' rish but have eiPrn,tl l ifp" 
(John 3·1 b). These words are no t a command, 
not an example. and not an inference. Tlwy ill'<' 
a statement o f fact . Like the Pharisc•rs of o ld. 
the Church of Christ invents doctrines and (r(•prJs t o 
meet her separat i ~tic: needs. Jesus would IWVI'r 
head su ch a c reed -riddE'n system . 

MY RESPONSE: 1) True, the Church of Christ 
does no t wish to be confused w i th " human 
denominations." Theref or<> she justifi<>s l1<•r 
usag<' o f the term in a selecl ive and t>xc lusivl' 
m anner. I am cur io us as to w hat excus<' slw 
wou ld devise should there be some " hum an 
denom ination" that used " Churc h o f Chri<t " (or 
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"church o f Christ") as free ly and as se lectively 
as those w ho usc " Church o f God?" Would she 
cease using " churc h of Christ!" 

2) Yes, there were discords in the anc ient 
commun ity. Bu t we need to understand that no t 
o nce did any part o r segment of ,1ny congre­
gation separate, d ivide. pull out. and go ovPr to 
the other side o f town and start a " loya l church." 
And not once did any apostle ad vis(• such ac t ion. 
1111' < onl t•mporary Churt h of Christ ha< Sl'fl.t · 
r.11< ·d. dividt>d. ,111d pu llt·d out <o fri'!JUI'ntly th.t t 
an important quf's t ion <tri<C•<: " Wh ich Church of 
Chris t is thf' loyal o ne?" 11 11 20 or mo re as<Prl to 
bE' w ha t )Psus foumiPd Which om• i< corr<>c:!! 

3) To il<'C<'pt the no tion tha t 11 "churc h" 
<>x isted undpr Moses and David is to admil that 
t lw Church o f Christ did not have its llC'ginning 
in ;1hout II D 1.1 . To cJpny thai o1w <'xist l'd 
under tlwse gr<'a l rnpn is to admi t tha t "c hun.h " 
i< not a tramlaton of thc• G re~·k ecclesia. lind to 
conf••« that " < ltu rc h" i.< not a tr ,1 nsl ation nf 
ecc/esia i< t o <tgrPP with this scrilw !hat man 
<larl<'d churcht•< Not onn• d id )!'su s say or 
imply, " Upon thi< rock I will build m y church. " 
I II' i o und(•cl hi s co ngrc•g,1t ion, community, or 
assPmhly, i ii1Ci t•vt·ryonl' who ha< <HT<'ptPd h im 
11~ I ord ilnd Savior is a nwmb<'r of ! ha t con· 
grpgat ion <tnd it ci tizen o f that community~ If lw 
has " p lau•d his m embf' rsh ip " w i th some 
church. he is a bo rn-a gain bel iever plus a parti· 
~a n llis name <ho uld b t• enrolled in heavc•n 
only. not in it part y set in motion by man 
(Philtppiilns 3:20). lin " aliPn sinner" i< one who 
Ita< nt>vt•r a cn~piPd l<><u< ,,~ Lord. not on<' who 
i< nut a nwmlwr of thc· Church of Christ 

4) My ft•ll ow p1ic•<l. II(' l'u llias. l l'f l om· we t 
to join .1not lw1 I l is only •'" ''I in doing so is th.11 
lh<' I 'II'Shy1Pri,1n< w ill offc•r him morc• frc•c·do m 

1) t vt> n "< ongn'ga tion " and " < OllHnunitv ·· 
CHP not imnHrnP frurn f'CC ll'coi(lc;li < il l rthu,t• And 
if .. , hurt h" h<t d nl'vc•r lwl'n horn. 111 1111 would 
h<t vt• dl'viS<~d iln lo lwr l l'rrn to LISP '" hi' sacn•d 
cow So tlw u~agc• o f a l('fll' alo1H' dol's nnl 
mak(• ,, group of h<'hPvPrs c1 rt"~ligiou -; pitrty It is 
when the t erms o f admission and the terms of 
staying admitted are either part ly or fully foreign 
t o the terms inaugura ted b y the King of kings 
that a group o f sil ints becomes a rel igious part y. 

In m y last ,1nd fin al PXdlilngc•. I will d c•a l c•vc•n 
mor(' w ith "church" and kin~ ),lnl<'<. 
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W ALTE RS' SECON D EXC HANGE 

My hro tlwr's ~econd exchangp dt'als entirely 
,·oth f,1u lt ~. ~onoe rea l and some inwginary, tha t 
orp found in <onw r hurrlw< of Chrt<l I f lw wPre 
1 r omi<l!'nt Pownoy o f religiou~ erro r. pNhaps I 
mold t,o ko• ho< f,nolt· f inding mort· spriou<ly llut 
a• is .t ot itdvorate of the most ex trt"'me form of 
onit y · in ·divt•,.i t y The onagMint"'S he has 
nt•ntiOiwd filvorabl y .1rc tho~l' w hich tt"'ach 
ono ly -on dovl'r\l ty and Wt"'k to a~commodalc 
rror lh· ,tdm ol' ho' lwlit•f th.ol ,o ( hro<t i,tot m.ty 
Plllcl i ll a llH'rnb<•r o f ilny dPnornination, in· 
ludmg t lw 1 hur t h of RomP. and work for rc· 
o rno,ttoon wi th in '<orh a body No apostate 
hurrh or human rPiigious body ha~ ever been 
pfo ont!'d luther and Ca lv in lrot•d to reform 
· ,,thol oto~lll. W t'<lt·y lrtl'd to rpform the Church 
,f ~ngl.to ll l. C.tonpbt"'ll tried to rt•form B,tptist 
lair< lw<. yt•l tht''t"' r hurc hP~ <toll reta in their 

ongodly dotlrom•s No o rw t.tn lw ,1n uncle· 
tontoohl lton,ll C"hri <loi.lll w hilt"' l'llgaging in the 
111<niptur.1 1 '" t ivi tiP~ of tht"'SP < hurclws If he 
>rott'" ' .tnd r<'fu<l'< to parlici p .l lt•, ht• wi ll be 
·\ronHntortll .tlt•d or forced to lpavt• 

"llw on ly w ,ty to lw " it Christ i iln only"" is to 
lrop ,,II dt• nomin.l tional nanws .tnd crePd< and 
1n t•p l tlw <t roptu rps alonP ,,, a sufficient 
:uidl' Wlwn Otll' t.tkP< this courso· itr>d joins lo­
!l'tlwr wilh o tlwr Christians to work and 
vor,lllp .H·<·ording to God's Word, a church o f 
"hri<t I'XI<I< It IH'f'd< no sanction f rom cxi<tong 
ong~t•g. t tions. ,toal i t is not oblogt•d to bow to 

HlV out ~i dtt prrcosurc~ fr o rn mil gcl t i n t.?s. 

trPatlwr<. or othl'r churchP~ Tlw l,l tdts of on!' 
hurrh do not pot"'vl'nt anotlwr tht orch from fo l· 

owing Christ I hi< is no t I rut• of a denomi· 
l il t ion, wh<•rl' (',H' h church Ow{·~ ,dlegitliH. t' lu 
om!' higlwr hody 

The church o f Christ. which rnay also be 
po ken of .ts the ecclesia, the congregation, or 
he asst•mbly o f Christ , is made up o f all who 
•ave accPptcd Christ as Lord by comply ing w ith 
he terms o f p<~rdon inc luded in l lis gospPI. 
hese in<.lude fa i th in Christ (J ohn 3:16). re· 

>Pnt<trll"C of s in~ (Acts 2:3B). confess ion of 
: ltrist (Rom. 10·10 & A c ts B:37 ). and bnpt ism 
nto Chri ~ t for the remission o f sim (Acts 2.11l. 
·lk 16."16. & Gal 127) Until one has responded 
o t h£> go<pPI in thi< mannt"'r. lw h,t< not "olwy<·d 
rom the heart that form o f doc trine" and has 
•ot been " made free from sin" (Rom 6.1 7·18). 
Jntil he has done this he is still an a l ien sinner. 
<Vhen he cloP~ obey the gospel in this manner, 
he l ord adds him to the c hurch Thus the 
·hurc h is composed o f a ll the saved. 

Tha t I am a member of this church, a Christian 
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only, and not a member o f a re lig ious party may 
be «'!'n by the following· (1) Many years ago I 
heard severa l men preach the pure gospe l as 
recordPd in the New Testament (2) I responded 
by believing, repenting. confess ing, and being 
bapti t.l'd into Christ (3) Thi~ made me a 
mPmbl'r of Christ's body. the churc h (4) 
Knowing tlwt I was already a member of 
Chro<t '< 1 hurch. I <,lw no reason to toin any o ther 
c hun h (C.) S11K l' that lime I have alwily< wor· 
<hippt•d with ot hPr< who h<tvl' h.td the samP 

expcrt<•nce, and I have never given m y 
,ill(•go,t nn · lo any man. party, paprr. or orga· 
n ilalion Now, i f I ;ton ,, membt•r of ,, denomi· 
ll.ttioll. or rt•ligiou< party. how d od I h(• r omP ,, 
m embNI It i< my understandi11g that no one 
may be considt•red a member of ;my organiLation 
ontd he givt"'< h is con<Pnl to entN and obeys the 
en tranCt"'· rpq uirpment ~ NeilhPr I. nor the 
brethn•n wi th whom I worship, have done e ither . 
That is why wP call ourse lves Chri<tian< only. 

Th<•rt"' arP m;111y individual churches of Christ 
throughou t the world . Sin c t! e«ch is a 11 
indc'lll'rtdent a11d autonomous uni t, the l;t tol t s of 
onp may not he oightfully ascribNi to another I t 
is ironic that my bro ther should mention the 
fault< of ilny, <intt• hl' bc liev £>s that a m .tn may 
immt•r<l' himsplf in the innumerable fau l ts of 
df'nomin«tion,d ism and still please God. 

Cont ''"""!: tlw f.>u lt of " pro ft•,< io n.il pulpi · 
t•·Pr<."' ot i< w<•ll known tha t I oppo<P pr!'achcr 
professionalism and the pastor sys tem in all of 
ots form ~ . All of God's children are priests, all 
are mint<lcrs, and all are pre<tchers o f the Word 
(Ac ts ll:4). I hP scriptures tc<Jc h that preachers 
and c•ldPrs who labor full ·t imP in the W ord are 
to be suppo rted (I Cor 9.14 & I Tim 5:17). 
NpvprthPiess. it is contra ry to the scriptures for 
a man to tJreach for money. or to consider 
himself a mNe employee o f a church. It is 
wrong for a preacher to be a rul er o r adminis· 
trator o f a churc h. I t is wrong for him to con· 
sider himself " the minister" o f a c hurch. It is 
wrong for him to m onopoli ze the pulpit when 
there arc othc•r qual if iecfmen in the church. It is 
wrong for a preacher to be considered an 
essentia l officer or " fixture" in every chu rch. 
On the other hand. no one has a right to legi s· 
late a< to how long a preacher m ily work in one 
church, or as to the m ethod o f paying him h is 
support If a p reacher is loya l to Christ. he will 
accept support when that is expedien t, and he 
will work with his hands when that is exped ien t. 
If some c hurches have ado pted the pastor 
system. they should be rebuked. But their prac-
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tice d oes not condemn other congrega tions. 
New Testament churches collec ted money 

from theor members to carry on their au tho· 
ritcd fun c tions They supr orted prc<Jcher~ and 
he lped needy sa ints. W e have on ly one ex· 
.1mple of how money was collected (1 Cor. 16:1·2). 
hut several examples of how money was spen t. 
It is asserted that " when the need was m el the 
collection ceased " I f the need for money to 
support the gosepl, to lt:!ach Christians, and to 
help needy members ever cease<. I am sure 
collec t ions will cease also. As fo r meeting· 
houses, the atmosphere o f persecu tion d ic tated 
tha t the early churches meet in priv<J te houses. 
Some still meet in private houses. If the c hurch 
ha s authori ty to assem ble and to teach and to 
worship. it has the authority to arrange for a suit· 
able p lace for this to be done. Tod.1y th is often 
means that it is expedient for the church to buy 
or build a meeting house. As long a< th is meet· 
ing house is used only for worship and teac hing, 
the church has not exceeded its authori ty How· 
ever, I join in opposi tion to " fancy edifices" 
Some churches seem to have the denominatio nal 
idea that the meet ing p lace is a "church" or 
temple . Much money is wasted on impress ive 
build ings which could be used to preach the 
gospel to all the wo rld . 

I t cannot be proved that it was the custom o f 
the early church to include solos in their wor· 
ship. I Corinthians 14 is i1 discu ssion of miracu· 
lous spiritual gifts which have now ceased. 
Verse 15 explains verse 26. Pau l says, " I will sing 
w oth the spirit," meaning that he w ou ld sing by 
the insp ira tion o f the Spiri t. Some i!pparen t ly 
received spec ial revelations in the form of 
songs. Since there are no inspired men today, 
there is no need for one person t o monopolize 
the singi ng, all being capable of worshipping in 
song. None of the other scriptures that mentio n 
singing indicate solos. Histo ry does not indicate 
that th is was ever the prac tice o f the c hurch. 

W or<hitJ may consist o f any ac t ivities au tho· 
rized by the New Testament The IJob le does not 
say there are live acts of worship. One could 
itemize Bible reading as o ne ac t and te ach ing 
as another. if he so chose. He could list m edi· 
tating abou t God as anot her. As for Romans 12. 
" prophesying" is no longer poss ible. since there 
arc no more inspired men. Besides. th is chapter 
is no t speaking of ac ts tak ing place during the 
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c~llective worsh ip. The only reason anyone 
troed to ttemo ze five acts of worship was to 
make the poin t that nothing shou ld be done in 
the ~ssembl ies that is not authorized by Christ. 
For onstance, the burning of incense, the l ighting 
o f candles. danc ing, e tc. 

All things w ith in the realm of rel igion must be 
authorized by Christ, since He has all authority 
(Matt. 28:18), and He is the head of the church 
(Eph. 1 :22). H is authority "is expressed through 
His Word, the New Testament. Common sense 
and logic tell us that there are on ly three ways 
in wh ich a written document can authorize 
anyth ing: (1) Direct statement or command, (2) 
example, or (3 ) necessary inference. If one 
wishes to classify a " statemen t of f act" as 
separate from a d irec t command, that is accept· 
able. The church of Christ does not ha ve a 
creed in regard to such classification. She ins ists 
that the au thority of Christ be respec ted. 

As to the churc h existing under MosPs and 
David, it must be understood that ecclesia, 
from which "church" is trans lated, is not a 
peculiarly religious word. but may sign i fy any 
k ind of an assembly Moses had his assembly or 
congregation: Christ has His. It is that simp le. 

Even if some chu rch of Christ should agree to 
call i tself the ecclesia. to have no pa id 
preac her, t o take collec tions only for particular 
needs, to use solos in w orship. etc., th is would 
not satisfy by brother lie would still insist that 
the church recognize and fellowship unimmersed 
sectarians and Roman Catholics who pray to 
the departed souls of human crea tures. A ccord· 
ing to his doc trine. no doc tri nal sin or error. 
however radica l, can separate one from God as 
long as that p erson bel ieves the f ilets about the 
person o f Christ This is essent iall y the posi t ion 
of Bill y Graham. O ra l Robert s. ilnd the greater 
part o f the deno m ina tio nal world. H is posi tion 
demand5 that one ca n be saved wi thout scrip· 
tura l bapti5m, i1 direct contrad ic tio n of Mark 
1616 and Ac ts 2 31l. 

Even when we adm it that faul ts exist in many 
congregations, this proves no thing about the 
nature of the universa l church and i ts rela tion· 
sh ip to Chri5t. Christ will continue to be the 
head of the church which He es tablished even 
i f many congregations become disloya l i o H is 
teach ings. 

I 



I ll I J I I J J I 

SCOTT'S THI RD EXCH ANGE 

! 
KING )AMES AND ACTS 19: I refer my readers 

to the 19th chapter of the book of Acts to con· 
firm my view that the translators under king l 
James were inconsisten t and manipulative • 
when they dealt with the Greek ecclesia. I t has! 
been es tab lished already tha t ecclesia was not r 
transl ated in Acts 7:36 and Hebrews 2:12. that 
a t the command of king )ame< the o ld eccle<i· 
a~ tica l word " church" wa< <ub~t 1 tu ted. thu5 
placing "church" under both Moses and David. 

In chapter 19 of Acts. the riot at l:phesus is· 
recorded. In passages 32. 39, and 41 (K JV) 
"assembly" is engaged Two of the passages (32 
& 41) refer to the turbu lent crowd that had con· 
!Jrega ted and the other one mentions a c ivi l or 
''lawful assembly." The Greek ecclesia correc tl y 
del ivers " assembly" i n each passage My 
concern is why did the translators fa il to trans­
late "ecc lesia" church in these places. as they 
did elsewhere? Thus we would have had: " for 
the church was confused." " it sha ll be de­
termined in a lawful church." ilnd " .. he dis· 
missed the chu rch." The reason for this dis· 
crepancy is evident: This wa s not a religious 
assembly, and the king's t ran<lntors substituted 
"church" on ly when the assembly alluded to 
the Christian system, new order or arrangement. 

" lawful church" shou ld fi t the slot for some 
o f my brethren fo r they are always talking 
abou t " faithful " and " loyal " chu rches. 

The point I wish to make is if "ecclesia " is 
delivered correctly here it is delivered incorrectly 
wherever "church" is found. There i< no escap ing 
thi s truth. The king's men wen t w ild in using 
"church." They even used i t in the place of 
" temple" (37th passage). 

"Church" became so common among religion· 
ists following king James' version that most all 
other translations followed suit by using "church " 
in the place of congregation. assembly, or 
co mmunity However. there are a few 
exceptions that should be no ted. 

"Churc h" is not fo und in the earliest Greek 
manuscripts. William Tyndale au thored one of 
the f i rst English translations f rom the C reek 
language. ·1 his was 1525. almost 100 years 
before the KJV made its appea rance. He t rans· 
Ia ted the Greek " ecclesia" congregation. 

In 1955 " The Authentic New Testam ent" was 
pub lished by Hugh) . Schonfield. the only Jew 
to ever translate the new covenant documents 
from the C reek language. He changed "church" 
to community and " bapti ze" to immerse. Both 
changes are correct. 1 

The del iberate mistake made by king James 
and his trans lators has cost us dearly. For con· 
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temporary religions have pounced upon this 
o ffence by creating and es tablishing sects and 
fac t ions under the guise o f "churc h" unt i l they 
have divided and sub·dividPd themselves out o f 
practic~l and impress ive existence. The Church 
of Christ is among the worst divided. Jesus 
stressed unity My brethren practice division 
Yet they ca ll themse lves the " true church " 

DANIEL AN D THE CH U RCH O F CHRIST: 
The Church o f Christ says that the kingdom of 
which Daniel foretold. the kingdom that would 
break to pieces ;Ill other kingdoms and stand 
forever (Daniel 2). is the Church of Chris t. The 
claim borders comedy. If the Church of Christ is 
Daniel 's k ingdom. how could she Pver break 
to piPce~ o ther kingdom~ when ~lw is <o brokf'l1 
herself? II divided f ront cannot break through 
enemy l111es. It takes a strong and united front 
to inCapacitate its foes. The Chu rch of Chris t 
docs not qualify. Jesus taught the p11nciple tha t 
a kingdom divided against itself cannot stand 
or be influential. Could he have had the Church 
o f Chris t in m ind? 

As stilted earl ier. there are 20 or more Churches 
o f Christ. Each fac tion c lil im s Jesus as i ts 
fo under and head. Does Jesus have m ore than 
one body of believers? Paul teaches " there is 
one body" of believers ([phe~ian~ 4:4·5). HP 
claims nlso there is one lord and one faith. The 
Church o f Christ may as well have 20 l o rds as 
to have 20 bodies. They condernn "denomination<" 
fo r igno ring divine p r incipl es. ye t they 
them se lves ignore them. " 1 hey will not go into 
the kingdom themse lves nor will they perm it 
anyone else to enter!" 

A CLEAR PERSPECTI VE: Like all modern de· 
nominations. the Church of Christ contains many 
beautifu l people w hose on ly wish is to follow 
thei r King and Shepherd in all areas of the new 
life. I d o not entreat them to leave thP ones 
they love and start something " loya l." M ost 
" loya l " believers who have pu lled away from 
their " disloya l" COUllteqJarts because of doc· 
trina l hangups have turned out to be yet ano ther 
sect or party. Reformatio n is needed w here they 
are. Many lovely sa ints in the Church o f Christ 
would h~ppdy abandon the party spirit (<ec· 
t ~ ria ni~m) if someone were avililable to )pad and 
teach them Again it shou ld be sa id that i t is not 
necessa ry that a believer leave the ones he loves 
to ~u rrender the party ~pirit . a< the sectarian 
spirit. in thP main. is a separ~tis t attitude. 

Have I tried to discourage Chr ist ians from 
meeting collectively and worshipping corporately? 
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I leavens no! I am not so unleilllled that I am un· 
ilble to envision the import ance of meeting with 
others of a common cause to share experiences 
.1nd stimul ate each ot her 's fa ith. The entire t4th 
ch~pter of fi r~ t Corinthians portrays the sig· 
nifican ce of coming toge t lwr 

Then wha t have I tr ied to do? Point out the sin 
of churchism. l isten to me. A whole group ol 
people may accept Jesus, experience the new 
birt/1, live good Christian lives, die saintly deaths, 
and go where Cod is without ever hearing of a 
church! The good I ord ad ded them to whatever 
thPy nePdPd to hP members or c itizen< of the 
moment they were born anew. O f course they 
ca me together to do hom~g!' ~nd give ado· 
r,1tion to tlll'ir Cod, but no t ~~ ~ <.hurch or rcligiou< 
pMty They met as a concerned communit y o f 
believers o f a common cause. 1 hey accc•pted 
within their brotherhood all who had partaken 
of the Fatherhood. They did no t insist that other 
bel ievers \uhmit to their opinions. postu lations. 
and interpretations as prerequisites to Christian 
acceptance Their on ly stipulat ions were trust 
in Cod 's Son and a life worthy of the vocat io n 
in w hich they had been ca lled In con trast. 
churches insist that 101 or more doctrines (creeds) 
be ndhe1 ed to a nd believed before " fellowship" 
can be enjoyed. The Churc h o f Christ is among 
the foremost offenders 

Hear me out. The early believers did not 
com e together as a sec t. Tlwy did not com e 
together as a denomina tion. They did net come 
together as a relig1ous party ThC'y did not come 
together as a church They came together as a 
concerned community. Their mef'tings were de· 
void o f pu lpits. profP<sion~ l p ulpitecrs. col· 
lcc tions for fancy edif ice<. ritualistic no nc<Pnse. 
,1 nd pPww,unwr<. I hPir 111C'C'ting< wPre in forma l 
hut orderly, act ive. alive. stimulating, vibr~nt. 
rP\ponsi vc. and mutually shared . 1 he Church of 
Christ hold~ "services. " ~sat a funeral Most of 
her meetmgs are non-responsive and non· 
stimulating. Forgive me. lord. but my spirit is 
convinced that she is <J sec t of the deepest dye, 
~nd I must have an ou tl et for my inner voice. If 
I be condemned because I condemned sect ism. 
i t w ill be because I ac ted in total ignorance. let 
your mercy be a sa lve to my spi rit. as I prily it 
w ill be a sal ve to those who are enslaved by the 
sec tarian spiri t. I w ish not th~t they be forever 
deserted but that they might be rescued by your 
love and grace. You rescued m e from the pits of 
partisanism w hen I cried out to you in despair. 
Now I beg you to rescue by brethren. 

MY RESPO N SE: 1) II bel iever may not remain 
a member o f a " denom ination. " once he has 
discovered the sin o f sectarianism. and please 
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God. Never have I advocated this type of incon­
si.stency . My posi~ion is that a Christian. upon 
d1scovermg the sm o f sectarianism. must sur· 
render the separatist attitude and accept all of 
those w ho m Cod accepts. He should remain 
where he is. whether in the Church of Chr is t or 
Oaptist Church. and work for the good of all. 
doing and prac ti cing nothing tha t would wound 
his conscience. l-Ie could not find a field more 
fertile than where he is. I t is not necessary to 
leave a certain place or group to rel inquish the 
partisan or " deno minational " spiri t. This h~s 

occured so often with the Church of Christ that 
there are now 20 or more " true c hurches." 

2) A man may not immerse himself in the in· 
numerable fa ul ts of sectarian ism and please 
Cod. and th is includes the fau l ts of Church of 
Chr isti<m . He mu~t cease playing the role o f a 
partisan and work wi thin the framewo rk of hi \ 
own party to ach it>ve unity. 

3) I I is not a quest ion of "how long a preacher 
may work in one church." The quest ion is: May 
a congregation of believers import a professional 
pulpiteer to scream out d irectives while they 
warm the pews and otherwise rema in idle? May 
they pPrform their dutie~ by proxy? Anyway, 1f 
all Christians arc preachers why import one to 
do what the others should be doing? The 
Church o f Christ has the "denominational pastor 
system" and no amount of tears will change it 
Jesus wou ld never head such a system. 

4) It was no t always true that the early be· 
l ievers m et in priva te homes because of perse· 
cu t ion Som e areas were p lagued w ith persc· 
cu t ion bu t not all areas It is not a question of 
need ing a place to meet. We all agree a place i< 
needed The que~t i on i.<· Did the ancien t Chri<· 
ti.1ns meet to takf' up a coiiPc ti on for rea l estate! 
If ye~. where is the ~cripture1 If no, the Ch urch 
of Christ has gone beyond divine revelation . 

Nor d id they take up a collection to keep a 
profess iona l pulpitePr af loat Those who wer<> 
g1fted to do evangel i<t ic work (called "evan· 
gelists") were exported and f inancially sup· 
ported if necessary. No one was ever imported 
to "occupy a pulpit" for a sum o f money. The 
Church of Christ borrowed this practice from 
her fellow "denominations." 

5) It is true that Paul dealt primarily w ith 
supernatural gi fts in the corporate assembly at 
Corin th. It matters not w hether the solos were 
supernatural or natural. The fact is they had 
solos. If group singing must now replace solo 
singing. group m essages must now replace solo 
messages. What is true of o ne is certainly true 
of the other, for Paul sa id that " w hen you come 
together each one has a hymn. a lesson .. " 
(message). The scrip ture is p lain. The principles . 
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Paul introduced · to regul ate supernatural gifts 
regu late natu ral gifts as well. They were to be 
mutually exercised among those with abil ity. 
whether solo singing or solo m essages. !Jut the 
Church of Christ denies plain scripture in this 
instance to protec t another one of her sacred 
cows. 

6) 1 have never insisted that believers recognize 
unimmersed sec tarians and Koman Ca tho lics as 
blood brothers of the Lamb For a bPiiever in 
the Messiah to complete the new birth. he mu st 
be immersed in water. Unti l then he is an unborn 
brother, a child o f God in prospect My younger 
brother in the fles h was an unborn bro ther whi le 
he was in his mo ther's womb. This ana logy is 
both fair and fac tual. 
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I do not bel ieve the inspired w riters were 
playing tricks or putting down faith and grace 
when they wro te about immersion in water on 
&5 or morf' oct<l <ion~ . 

7) May one be saved w ithou t "scriptural 
baptism?" l ie cilnnot be saved w ith any " baptism" 
unless it is Chruch of Christ " bapt ism! " W ho 
can believe i t? 

8) How doe~ one become a pMti~an (" dt>­
nomination,,li<t " )? IJy joining and ~u pporting tlw 
r>arty. either formally or in formally. I am a born­
aga in bel iever but I arn not a member of any 
church o r party Yet I am a member of God 's 
untver~ al family I even mcc> t w i th pMt i<an< Yt>t 
I am not a partisan. 

WALTERS' THIRD EXCHANGE 

It becomes necessary agam to c larofy the 
nature of that church of which Christ is the 
founder and head. The church. or ecclcsia. of 
Christ . in the universa l seme (Matt 16·18) is 
made up o f all persons who have obeyPd the 
gospel It is composed of individuals. not of 
congregations It has no organiza tion upon 
ear th. It is the same as the kingdom o f God or 
the new Israel No sin or error committed by an 
individual Christian or by a loci! l congrega tion 
ci!n be attributed to the untversal church Its 
nature remains unchanged. 

On the other hand, the c hurches of Christ . in 
a loca l sense (Rom 16·1&). are organized assembli<'s 
o f Chri~tia n< I t i< pm~ible for a loci! I < hurr h to 
fa ll (l{ev 2· '>}. to be lukewarm (Rev 3 1b}. or to 
b<~ spiritually dPdd (Rev. 3:1) I towever. thP church 
at Philadelphia (Rev. 3:7) wa s not condemned 
because of the sins of the church at laodicea 
(Rev 3· 14). E~ch church is ind ependent and 
autonomous. and must be judged solely upon 
i t s own meri ts 

There are not "20 or more Churches o f 
Christ "There is only one church of Christ. uni­
versa lly. and there are thousands of churches o f 
Chr ist , loca lly. Some of these churches have 
fallen into errors which make tlwm unacceptable to 
other brethren. So me chu rcl:es. like those at 
Smyrna (Rev. 2.11) and Philao.·l phia (Rev 3:7}. 
have rema ined faithful to the teachings of 
Christ. Yet all the brethren. fai thfu l or unfaith­
fu l. rema in a part o f the unive rsa l churc h. and 
will no t be removed unt il the judgment. 

W hen " a whole group of people accept 
Jesus. experience the new birth. live good 
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Chri \ltan live~ ... etc.. thP~P pPoph~ an• a <hurt h. 
in the scrip tural meaning o f that word 1 he N<•w 
Testament church is " a concerned community 
of believPrs of a common cause. " Faithful 
Christian< do not " insist that othPr be lievers 
submit to thc>tr opinions." 1 hey only insist that 
all Christians submit to thP au thority of Christ. 

My bro ther <eem~ to be ob~t'~<Pd with tlw 
word "church." I have al ready agreed that this 
was not the best transla tion. and I agrPe with 
most of what he silys abou t "church " in this 
Pxchang<• I al so know that " b apt ism " is not .t 

t riln<lation at nil. but a triln<litPr<llion Y<•l th<'rt ' 
is no harm in using the word " baptism" as long 
as WP cl<'finP i t properly a< " imnwr<ion " Ltk<'­
wtse. lltPr<' t< no harm ttl u sing thP word 
" Lhurch" w hen we defin e it as "assembly " or 
"congrega tio n." When worki ng with averagP 
people. it is best to usc the words with w hich 
they arc fn m tl iar and which appPar in thPir 
lltbles. 

There is no evidence whatsoever that the use 
of the word "church" in the King )ames Version 
has brought about a single division or created a 
single sect or denomi~ation . Sec ts are _created 
when men substitute their opinions for the words 
of Christ. Men wou ld make the sa me mistake 
no matter how ecclesia wa s translated. 

The church of l esus Christ is the kingdom of 
Da niel 's prophecy. The k ingdom s broken to 
pieces (Dan . 2:44) were the world empires of 
Babylon, Medeo-Persia. Greece, and Rome. These 
kingd oms have now d isappeared. and the church 
is a spiri tua l world empire The failure o f some 
churches and som e individua ls to remain 
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faith fu l docs not a lter th i~ fact. The k ingdo m, 
or church. will "stand forever " 

I agree that se rv ices of thP church should be 
" informal but orderly. act ive. al ive. stimu lating. 
vibrant . responsive. and mutually shared." If 
some serv ices do not meet this standard, they 
should be corrPcted My brother is m istaken in 
implying that all churches of Christ hold funeral­
l ike serv ices. I bPiievc my brother is sincere 
and. in his own words. " acting in total ignorance." 
Perhaps he was previously connected with 
congregat ions which were sectarian in attitude. 
had the pastor sys tem, i!nd held funera l-l ike 
services. If so. I pi ty h im. He shou ld investigate 
further and see that all churches do not fi t this 
mold. 

ltis position on denominationalism is incon­
sistent. He says tn the first exchange tha t a 
Christian may remain within the framework of 
the Ca thol ic Church. He says in the t hird ex­
change that ,, Christian not only may, but should. 
remain wi thin the lli!ptist Chur ch. Yet he de­
< lares. " A bel tevcr may not remain a member of 
a ciC'nominilt ion " I< he <ityi ng thd t tlw Ca tho li c 
Chur< h ,uHI tlw lldpti<t Churt h Me no t clr•nomi­
nations? He say~ it i< no t neces<ary to le<~vc the~e 
chur che~ to "rel inquish the partisan or de­
nominational ~pirit " Yet he says that a Chris tian 
must prac ti ce " no thing tha t wou ld wound h is 
consc ience." Instrumenta l music in the assembly 
wounds my conscience. so I must l e<~vc any 
church whic h insists o n pruticing i t My 
brother must know that a man cannot take the 
Lord's Supper in the Ca tho lic Church. and that 
he cannot take it eac h l ord's Day in the Baptist 
Churc h Many suLh cxampll'S could be cited To 
rem ain in a denomination. or within its f rame­
work . one must piHtictpate 111 error or fa il to do 
,,II that the Lord comm ands. That is why a 
Chri<ti.tn ;, forCt•d to leav<' ,, dPnominil t ion or,, 
herc•tical sc>ct 

My brot her emphasizes the sinfu lness o f 
dtvision. Yet he must know that all major 
d ivisions have bc<!rt caused by churches forci ng 
their members to part ic ipate in ac ts corttrary to 
their consc iences At the same time he implies 
tha t i t is sinful to lc>ave an " u nsound " church 
and to start a "sound " one There is no con­
sistency and no logic in th is posit ion. 

W hile seem ing to be o f a very l ibera l sp iri t 
concern ing su ch innovations as instrumental 
music. my brother becom es legalisti c w hen i t 
comes to his opinions abou t the " located preacher" 
and the " meet ing ho use." H e knows that I do 
not defend the pastor system. and yet he impl ies 
that this is the practice of all c hurches of Christ. 
As for "impo rting" preachers. perhaps this 
would not be necessa ry i f chu rches develop ed 
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the talen t among their own members. I o nce 
worshipped with a church in whi ch five m en, 
w ho had secul ar jobs in the community, took 
turns preaching on Sunday In the small church 
where I worship, I make it a po int never to 
preach w hen there is a qualified brother present 
who is will ing to speak. 

My brother teaches that it is unscrip tural and 
wrong for a churc h to O\~n rea l estate in order 
to have a place to m ee t H e thus places him self 
am ong the no -c lass and o ne-cup brethren in de· 
manding specific authority for every practice o f 
the church The general authority for assembling. 
worshipping, and teaching gives us the right to 
acquire a place w here this can be done. If God 
had specified a part icular arrangem ent for our 
m eetings, this wou ld have limited our options 
Since He did no t. we are free to u~c any m eans 
that is exped ient. 

The a<~ l' rtion that we must have "group 
messages" if we have "group singing" i< 
ludicrous Group singing is harmo nio us and 
edi fying. Group messages would be confusing 
and next to impossib le If the early c hurch ever 
had ~olo~. it wa< only in order to exerci<e mira<"­
u lous gilts. The commilnd to sing is given to 
i!ll Christi ans (I: ph. ~ 19). and for one person to 
sing alone in the assc>mhly wou ld serve no pur­
pose other than entertainment. 

My brot her rccogni7c< unimmcrsed <ec tar­
i ans and l~ oman Ca thol i c< as " unb orn 
brothers" or " brothers in prospect." Such language 
is foreign to the scriptures. A ll men arc prospective 
Christ ians; that is why we preach the gospel to 
them. Until they obey the gospel. they rem ain 
alien sinners When a child is in the womb. 
there is every cxpectiltion that he wi l l be born in 
due time Uenominational rel igionists have se t 
their faces aga inst baptism. c laiming that it is 
unnecessary or that i t is "wate r sa lva tion " 
They have no intent ion of being born again in 
baptism They are ac tual enemies of the doct rine 
of bapt ism . How. then. can they be brothers in 
prospec t? 

1 have never heard of "Church of Chris t 
bilptism." If there is any such thing, it is un­
scriptural. 1 here is o ne ba ptism (Eph. 4:4). 
w hich is the b aptism into Jesus Christ for there­
mission of sins. No matter who perfo rms it or 
where i t is performed. it is va l id i f the hea rt o f 
the one bein ll b aptized is righ t Thi s baptism 
puts h im into the church of the Lord, whether 
he has ever seen a building or a sign saying 
"church of Christ " or not. 

This exchange should be of va lue in helping 
brethren learn more abou t the unity-in-diversity 
movement. Som e o f these brethren want unity 
only w ith the " heirs o f the Resto ra t ion" who 
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have been scripturally baptized . O thers want 
unity with all denominat ions. Consis tency will 
dem and that the latter posit ion eventually be 
accepted. Some are attracted to unity-in­
diversity because it seem s to be a new idea. It is 
as old as the Israelites who thought they could 
serve both God and Oaal. It is as old as the 
Corinthians who thought they could be " par­
takers of the Lord's table, and o f the table o f 
devil~" (I Cor ·to 21) It i< a< old a< thP clenomt ­
na!lonill " union meet ing~ ·· of tl lP nineteenth cPn· 
tury . It is as new as Billy Gra ham ilnd Oral 
Robert s. 

According to my brother ·~ doc-trim·· (1) We· 
should fellowship profe<<NI Christiiln< in all 
cJpnorninat ion~ il< c>ilhrr brotlwr< 01 bro thc>r< 111 
pro spect; (2) we sho uld hilve confidence tha t 
even the unirnmersed wi ll be saved ; (3) 
Christ ians should rem ain within the framework 
of denominations. instcild o f starling uncle-
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nominational co ngrega t ion s; (4) and they 
should work for reform within thc~c dpnomi­
nalion< Since dc>nommalion< hilvP nevPr lwPn, 
and ca nnot be. refo rmed. wP arc le ft with the 
classical denominational position of the twentieth 
century. Christians arc saved by fai th a lone and 
may be found in all denominations, in wh ich 
they may remain with God 's approva l Denom· 
inat ional ism is therefore justif ied 

Whi le not intending to do so, m y bro ther has 
become nothing more than an apologist for the 
d enomina t ional system. His posi tion IPnds aid 
and comfort to thc> whole dPnominational theory. 
He has lost any influenc c> he m ay have had as 
an <1d vo c at<· of lllld c>nominatio nil l, N<·w 1<·• 1.1· 
nwnl Chn'lianily It i< mv hopl' ;1nd pr,• v•·r 
!hilt he might be led to give up this doc trine and 
return, not to S!'c tari anism, but to a knowledge 
and prac tice o f N<>w Testament truth. 

SCOTT'S FINAL WORDS 

1 here has never been but one community o f 
bel ievers All rprfpemcd sinners are c i ti£ens of 
that one community. llut since the birth of 
" church, " that one community has been f rag­
mented into sec ts too numerous to count. 
A lexander Campbell's p lea in the early 1600s to 
unite the Christ ians in all the sects is as current 
now as it was then H is was il noble propo<ition 
that has long be!'n forgotlc>n by the Church o f 
Christ. li e did no t call for a unifica tion of 
sec t<Hian ism He c<~ ll cd for a reun ification o f 
all bel ievers who were at tha t time entangled in 
and controlled hy the partisan spirit. liP well 
knew the part isan spiri t had divided God 's com­
munity and that o nly il rededication to the 
d irec t ions of the sacred Spi rit would unite 
them 

When the inspired wri ter Lommissioned his 
fellow priests to " love the brotherhood," he in­
cluded every born-again bel iever upon the fa ce 
of the earth - then and now. That one brother­
hood was and still is the one community founded 
by j esus the Christ. The Church of Christ was 
not alluded to, for she wa s not p;:trt of the 
religious culture of that day True, there were 
sec ts in those days - the sect of the Pharisees 
and the sec t o f the Sadducees to mention two, 
bi.1t in the aggregate they were not included in 
the " bro therhood " The ancient bro therhood 
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embra ced even t hose who might have 
cont inued thei r m embership in religious parties 
upo n accepting Jesus, but the parties as such 
were not God's community Ambassador Paul 
w as a zea lous part isa n. a Pharisee (Acts 26:5). 
He surrendered this separatist religion to live for 
Jesus l ven today, the priesthood includes all 
bclievprs in thP Church of Christ party. It should 
be no terf. though, th<ll God'~ 1ww Isra el is larger 
than the Churc h of Christ. God's re ign str etches 
far beyond tlw borders of any sec t. SPc l ism 
reigns over a restric ted territo ry. God '~ rc•gn is 
univPrsal! 

It saddens me !hil t the Church of Christ re j ect~ 
everyone who is no t a devout fo llower of her 
stereotype procl;ll"nations. I speak f rom experience 
when I SilY that she would rather fight ilnd devour 
each other than upset the status quo hy dis­
mantl ing her partisan walb und battling Satan 
headon Mainstream Church o f Christers w ill 
never " hatc h" unless and until they g ive up 
their addict ion to 1 l ltlrrll l<m and «'pilrilti<m 
and <ubnut to di'IHOgramming with tlw hop" ol 
" drying ou t .. 

My prayer is that Cod will rescue the Church 
of Christ from tlw sea of partisan tribulations 
and help her acknowledgc> al l o f those w ho are 
blood brothers of the Lamb O nly then wi ll she 
be ilbll' to announn·. "WI.' lov!' tlw broth!'rhood .. 
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WALTERS' FINAL WORDS 

It is tragic thilt any bro ther should become so 
disillusioned by what he perceives to be the errors 
o f fallible men who make up the church, that 
he wou ld direc t his attack. not against the errors, 
bu t against the divine institution itsel f. The 
church, o r ecc/e~ia, of our Lord Jesus Christ ca n 
nevl'r be destroyed, nor can it lo se its ho ly 
character. even when multitudes of Christ ians 
are led astray by Sa tan. The church of Christ is 
a " glorious church" (Eph. 5:27). God has chosen 
to be g lori fied " in the church" (Eph. 3:21). H is 
" m anifold w isdo m" is to be made known " b y 
the church" (E ph. 3:10). The church is the " house 
of God" (I Tim. 3:15). What estimate did Christ 
pl ace upo n H is church / He " loved the church 
and gave himself for it" (Eph. 5:25) These fac ts 
having bt>en established, we see that the grandeur 
;md glory o f tlw < hurrh arP <o far gn•a ler than 
that o f any o ther inst itut io11 known among m en. 
that illl comparison would be futile. 

Sectilrian 1srn is the grcat enemy of the 
c hurch in our age My bro ther and I both claim 
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to be enemies of sectarianism . The sects or de­
nominat ions o f men arc fa lse rel igious bodies, 
plants which the Fa ther has not planted (Matt. 
15:1 3). They are comparable to the heathen 
nations round about ancient I srael. The J ew~ 
were to ld to m ake no covenants w ith them, bu t 
to destroy their altars and burn thei r images 
(Dcut. 7:2-5) Using the sword of the Spi ri t , we 
have a commission to dea l in the sam e manner 
with modern d enom inat ions. Yet my brother's 
doctrine dem ands compromise and fellowship 
with them. It d emands that Christians remain 
within the camp o f the enemy, rather than heed­
ing the words of the Lord to "com e out from 
among them, and be ye separate." (II Cor. 6:1 7). 

Christ is our only " hope of glory" (Col. 1 :27). 
No man can honor Christ whi le showing 
dishonor towa rd the churc h, w hich is His body, 
or toward the New Tes tament scriptures, which 
arc H is words. Only by " ho lding the Head" ilnd 
receiving nourishment from Him through H is 
word, can we expect to increase spiritually (Col. 2:19~ 
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