
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE GREATEST MEN OF THE BIBLE

he reveals to him the fearful judgment which is to
befall Eli and his house and his family. No wonder,
with sleep not again touching his eyelids, Samuel .
feared to tell the dread tidings to the priest. But
he was faithful to the word of God and told Eli all
that he had heard. “And Samuel told him every
whit, and hid not a word from him.” Israel needed
that kind of a prophet and preacher then. The
church needs him today. Always the request will be
as in the days of Isaiah, “Prophesy unto us smooth
sayings.” But the gospel is not always smooth say-
ings. There are hard sayings also. There are
sayings of judgment and warning and retribution.
Even to the very last, there were hard things that
Samutel had to say, and hardest of all that last sermon
that he preached to his old friend, King Saul, “To-
morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me.”

III
SAMUEL IN THE HOUR OF ADVERSITY

The third thing Samuel preaches from the grave
is how to carry ourselves in the hour of trial and
adversity. Just as a coin which through much usage
has grown so smooth that the date and the inscrip-
tions on it cannot be read, when heated in the fire
reveals the date and the inscription again, so adversity
and trial bring out the real inscription on a man’s
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soul. What a wonderful inscription adversity re-
vealed in the soul of Samuel!

After his illustrious career as the great leader and
prophet of Israel, a delegation of the people waited
on him one day and told him that the time had come
for him to resign and step aside. “Behold, thou art
old. .. .. Now make us a king.” Nor did they hesi-
tate in their cruelty to remind Samuel of the fact
that his unworthy sons “walked not in the way of
the Lord.” That heavy cross, together with many
another godly man, Samuel had to bear, the cross of
unworthy, ungodly children.

In this difficult hour Samuel did nothing common
or mean. He proceeded at the direction of the Lord
to help them choose a king, and then when the king
was established on his throne, he bade the people
farewell in one of the noblest valedictories that ever
fell from the lips of man. Like Paul in his beautiful
valedictory to the elders of the church of Ephesus at
Miletus, Samuel challenged them to question his
integrity, or to point to a single dishonorable act in
his long experience with them. Instead of rebuking
them for their folly in rejecting him and choosing a
king, Samuel reminded them of the mercies of God
and that if they returned to God and repented, God
would not forsake his people. “Only fear the Lord,
and serve him in truth with all your heart.”

Then came this beautiful farewell: “As for me,
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God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in
ceasing to pray for you’” That was spoken by
Samuel ages before Christ stood on the mount and
said, “Love your enemies, and pray for them that
despitefully use you.” But here we find Samuel
anticipating the teaching of our Lord. That, indeed,
is the way to bear adversity ; that, indeed, is the way
to deal with those whom we think have hurt us or
wounded us or injured us. Pray for them. That
will take the sting out of the wound. “As for me,
God forbid that I should cease to pray for you.”

v

SAMUEL AS THE HOLY SPIRIT TO THE
SOUL OF SAUL

For the person and the work of the Holy Spirit,
one of the best biblical illustrations and explanations
is the relationship of Samuel to King Saul.

First of all, came the call of God’s Spirit, and
Saul’s appointment. As the representative of God,
Samuel went to Saul and told him of his high
destiny. When Saul wondered at it, Samuel said,
“And on whom is all the desire of Israel? Is it not
on thee?” So God’s Holy Spirit comes to us remind-
ing us that we are made in God’s image and that
there is a glorious destiny in store for us if we will

[154]



SAMUEL—WHO PREACHED FROM THE GRAVE

submit ourselves to the divine influence and obey the
divine voice.

Saul had a great possibility. All that was desir-
able in Israel could have been his. But how sad is
that sentence which tells us of the end of Saul, when
he fell there on Mount Gilboa, “Saul took a sword
and fell on it.” Alas! where are all the children
born in Christian homes, presented to God in the
waters of baptism, reared in the church, anointed
with prayer as Saul was anointed with oil? How
many of them have failed and come short of their
great destiny, like Saul’s, their bow and their shield
vilely cast away as if they had not been anointed
with oil. The Spirit of God came mightily upon
Saul and turned him for a little into another man.
But Saul resisted that Spirit, and the greatest ship-
wreck in the Bible was the consequence.

Next we see Samuel, who had called and anointed
Saul, pleading and warning him. So the Holy Spirit
which calls us to God pleads with us and warns us
when we turn away from him. Again and again
Samuel went to Saul, and again and again Saul
said, “I have sinned,” only to turn again to a new
transgression, till Samuel cried all night over Samuel
to God. What a picture that is of God’s Holy Spirit
pleading with the soul to do his will, and saying to
us as God said of old to His people, “How can I
let thee go?”’
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At length there comes the final break in the rela-
tionship of Samuel and Saul. It is related in what
seems to me one of the saddest sentences of the Bible:
“And Samuel came no more to see Saul until the
day of his death.” No more of those visits, no more
of those pleadings, no more of those warnings, no
more of those tears. “Samuel came no more to see
Saul.” Saul has sinned away his day of grace.
What that “no more” means Saul will learn on the
day of his death. '

Samuel was a man who lived in Israel ages ago;
but still this history of Samuel and Saul speaks to
every heart. God calls you, God appoints you to a
noble destiny, to what Paul called immortality and
glory. For you too is all that is desirable in life
and destiny. Are you, like Saul, resisting God’s
Holy Spirit? Is there any habit of your life against
which the Spirit is warning you? Is there any course
in your life which the Spirit is showing you to be
wrong? Is there any decision that the Spirit has
told you you must make, and yet you defer it? Then
learn from Saul, who drove Samuel from him.
“Samuel came no more to see Saul until the day of
his death.”

This mighty Samuel who emerges from the shades
of Sheol preaches many great sermons to us. He
preaches of the power of a mother’s prayer. He
preaches of the possible greatness of every human
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life, of fortitude and forgiveness in the hour of trial.
But the most earnest and solemn word that this
preacher from the grave has to say is that life and
opportunity come to their end. Belief and repentance
are for today, and then cometh tomorrow when we
shall be with both Samuel and Saul in the land
where there is no repentance. Then heed his voice,
“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye
upon him while he is near : resist not his Holy Spirit,
for the night cometh.” How shall the night find
you? As it found Saul, resisting God’s Holy Spirit?
Or as it found Samuel, the servant of God, doing the
will of God even in the hour of death?
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JOHN THE BAPTIST—THE FRIEND OF
THE BRIDEGROOM!

“Among them that are born of women
there hath not risen a greater than John
the Baptist.”

Marrrew 11:11

ONCE ON A BRIGHT JUNE DAY I STOOD UPON A
summit of the Blue Ridge Mountains. To the north
and to the south stretched the mountains, their
mighty shoulders draped with a haze of infinite blue.
In front of me lay the Cumberland Valley, well
watered, like the Garden of the Lord. I could see
the fields and orchards with their alternate hues like
checkered squares; the white ribbons which marked
the fine highways along which half a century ago
might have been seen the eager soldiery of Lee as
his army marched into Pennsylvania; the enormous
red barns, the white towers of the hamlet churches,
the gray stone farmhouses, and man going forth to
his labor until the evening. I had often passed
through that valley, but it was only when I stood
upon the summit of the mountain that I was able to
see it in all its length and breadth.

* Reprinted from Of Them He Chose Twelve, by Clarence
E. Macartney, by permission of Dorrance and Company, pub-

lishers.
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There are times when it is good for us to get
above the smoke and dust and confusion of our
everyday existence and look at life from some great
eminence, where the winds blow fresh and clear and
the view is unobstructed. And what better place to
stand than upon the shoulders of one of God’s great
men?

In his life of Thomas Carlyle, John Nicholl quotes
a saying of Hegel that “a great man condemns the
world to the task of explaining him.” In the case of
John the Baptist such condemnation is neither un-
pleasant nor unprofitable. John’s brief and fiery
ministry of judgment and repentance had come to a
close. Because of his fearless denunciation of
Herod and Herodias for their adulterous union,
John had been cast into prison. There in the lonely
dungeon of Machaerus, on the shore of the Dead
Sea, John’s mighty spirit began to flag and his eagle
eye began to film with doubt. “Art thou he that
should come, or do we look for another?”” That was
the question John sent to Jesus from the dungeon.
The answer of Christ was marked by that deep
respect with which he always referred to his great
forerunner: “Go and shew John again those things
which ye do hear and see: the blind receive their
sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor
have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he,

[159]



THE GREATEST MEN OF THE BIBLE

whosoever shall not be offended in me.” That was
for John. This world flatters a man to his face and
disparages him when his back is turned. Not so
Christ. He did not tell John that he was the greatest
man that ever lived; but when the messengers of
John had gone their way, Jesus turned to the crowd
who stood about and who had overheard the conver-
sation, and perhaps now doubted that John was a
prophet, and said to them: ‘“What went ye out into
the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the
wind?” A man answering every wind of popular
opinion like one of the reeds in the Jordan Valley,
bending before the vagrant wind? “A man clothed
in soft raiment,” or looking for a soft place? “But
what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I
say unto you, and more than a prophet. . . .. Verily
I say unto you, Among them that are born of women
there hath not arisen a greater than John the Bap-
tist.”” If praise is to be measured by the lips which
pronounce it, then never was man so praised as was
John the Baptist. In speaking, then, about the
greatness of John we shall think, first, of the origin
of his greatness, whence it came, and, second, of the
content of his greatness—what it was.

Let us trace this great river back to its source.
The other John, writing of the Baptist, said, “There
was a man sent from God, whose name was John.”
That was as far as John could go in accounting for
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the greatness of the Baptist. It is as far as any man
can go, for over the unfathomed depths of great
personality there broods a mystery like that which
hovers over the face of the sleeping ocean. Back of
all our histories and biographies and heredity and
environment and education lies the mighty purpose
of God. When the world needs its great soul, God
has him in reserve, and there is a man sent from God.

But in sending such men into the world, God lets
them come through channels and instrumentalities
which lie within our observation. I was reading,
some time ago, the life of a distinguished American
soldier, Albert Sidney Johnston. He and his family
had lived for generations in Virginia, but this story
of his life did not commence in Virginia. It com-
menced away across the seas, beneath a thatch-roofed
cottage on the shores of the Solway Firth in Scot-
land. All true biography commences with genealogy.
If John was the greatest man that ever lived, this is
the first thing we want to know about him. Who
was his father? Who was his mother? Of what
race and stock did he come? What were the streams
which contributed to the river of this great life?
Luke, who is always the explicit and careful his-
torian, lays great stress on this fact. He says there
was a “certain priest named Zacharias, . . . . and his
wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
Elisabeth ; and they were both righteous before God.”
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In a letter in which he stated his qualifications for
a position as tutor for which he was applying, Carlyle
wrote: “Not forgetting among my other advantages
the prayers of religious parents, a blessing which, if
I speak less of it, I do not feel less than he.” Itisa
blessed thing to have had a godly father, whose
example is still with you, and a blessed thing to have
had a pious mother, whose prayers and whose love
still attend you. But it is still a more blessed thing,
a still greater responsibility, to have had a father and
mother who were both “righteous before God,” and
into whose dear, pure, calm, overcoming faces you
can look in any hour of danger when life would
frighten you with its tragedy, or when temptation
would lure you from the path of truth and duty,
whose voices call to you even from their graves and
bid you hold fast to God and do the right at every
cost.

Born of such parents, from the day that he was
able to think, John was taught to deny himself;
‘“He shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and
shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he
shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his
mother’s womb.” John’s rude garments of skins
and camel hair and his diet of locusts and wild honey
did not make him great, but it is worth noting that
luxury and self-indulgence had no place in the train-
ing of the man whom Christ was to call the greatest
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of the sons of men. He whose preaching is to con-
demn the world must himself have given no pledges
to the world. We frequently speak of a good en-
vironment for our children and our young people,
and by it we generally mean ‘“all the opportunities
which money can buy, little responsibility, and none
of the self-discipline which reveals the hidden
powers and which alone should be counted a good
environment.”’

After his training in that home of piety and self-
denial, John was trained in the desert. He “was in
the deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel.”
John’s character was shaped in solitude. He retired
from the face of man that he might see more clearly
the face of God. ‘“No man,” said Thomas De
Quincey, “will ever unfold the capacities of his in-
tellect who does not at least checker his life with
solitude.” In the solitude of the desert, in the midst
of a great physical loneliness, John learned to meet
and endure that moral loneliness which men fear
above all else and yet which must so often be the lot
of God’s true servants. Think of this greatest of all
preachers and prophets, with only the Dead Sea and
the undulating desert for his seminary, and with the
ruins of Sodom and Gomorrah for his illuminated
text, waiting until the thought of God, the grandest
thought which can take possession of mortal man,
took hold of him:
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“I think he had not heard of the far towns,
Nor of the dreams of men, nor of king’s crowns,
Until the thought of God took hold of him
And he was sitting dreaming in the calm
Of the first noon upon the desert’s rim.”2

We have seen the source of John's greatness.
Now what was that greatness? How did it express
itself?

I

THE GREATNESS OF CONVICTION

There has never been a great life, a great witness,
without a great conviction back of it. John was no
agnostic, telling the world what he was not sure of,
or what he could not believe; but with terrible
earnestness he told the world what he did believe.
It is the lack of conviction that threatens to kill
preaching in the Protestant pulpit. What we need
is not more knowledge, organization, paraphernalia,
‘but more bedrock conviction as to a few great facts.
John had a few tremendous convictions—that the
Kingdom of God was at hand, that men must repent
of their sins, that the Christ was at hand, and, when
he saw him, that Jesus was the Christ. With these
convictions he shook the world.

That deep conviction made John sincere and
earnest in his preaching. He was a burning and a

? Edward Fitzgerald.
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shining light. The light shone because it burned.
Nothing can ever take the place of that sincerity
which is born of conviction. We can respect sin-
cere men however much we differ with them, but the
most gifted of men forfeits our respect if he does
not ring true. What is the difference, for instance,
between two men like John the Baptist and Francis
Bacon? Both were sons of genius. What would a
man not give to have written the essay on Truth—
“What is truth, said jesting Pilate, and would not
stay for an answer”’—or the essay on Death—“Men
dread death as children fear to go in the dark!” Yet
between those two men there yawns the gulf which
stretches between sincerity and insincerity. “He
chose,” writes Bacon’s biographer of him, “to please
men and not to follow what his soul must have told
him was the better way. He wanted in his dealings
with men that sincerity upon which he so strongly
insisted in his dealings with nature, and the ruin of
a great life was the consequence.”

II
THE GREATNESS OF HUMILITY

When John’s disciples, jealous of the growing
fame of Jesus, went to him in alarm and said,
“Rabbi, . . . . the same baptizeth, and all men come
to him,” instead of fanning their discontent, John
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gave them his great answer: “The friend of the
bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, re-
joiceth greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice;
.. .. He must increase, but I must decrease.” It is
not pleasant to be told that someone can write or
sing or preach or administer better than we can.
We would just as soon be told something else.

John never turned his own immense popularity
to a selfish purpose. When his preaching was creat-
ing such a sensation, the priests and Levites sent a
deputation out to interview him. They said to him,
“Art thou the Christ?” “No.” “Art thou Elijah?”
“No.” ‘“Art thou one of the prophets? If not,
who art thou? What shall we say to them that sent
us? What explanation shall we give of these ex-
traordinary scenes?”’ John might have claimed any
of these titles, and the multitude would have gone
with him. He could have founded a new religion or
set up a new government. But the friend of the
bridegroom was true to the bridegroom: “Tell your
masters I am only a voice crying in the wilderness.
Who I am makes no difference.”” When Wendell
Phillips stood by the open grave of John Brown on
the mountain top in the Adirondacks, he said, “How
some men struggle into oblivion and others forget
themselves into immortality I’ Most men think too
much of “who” and not enough of “what.” Not
far from Winchester in the Shenandoah Valley, that
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starlit abbey of the Confederacy, there is a monu-
ment to Virginia’s unknown dead. It bears this
inscription: “Who they were none knows—what
they were all know.”

III
THE GREATNESS OF COURAGE

The world does not commonly associate humility
and courage. It likes to listen to the man who gives
himself out to be somewhat, and it discounts the
humble man. Yet how often, when it comes to
taking a stand for principle, and enduring the taunts
and ridicule of the people, it is the meek and unas-
suming man who surprises us with the greatness of
his courage. In some pathway through a deep glen
of the forest you have come upon a jutting rock,
covered with green moss, and through it there
trickles a tiny cascade. Nothing on earth is softer
than that moss, but when you tear away the moss
you come upon the cold, naked rock. So underneath
John’s humility was the cold, naked, adamantine
rock of incorruptible and indomitable courage. Let
us see how he used that courage. The multitude
flocked out to hear him and to see him, the crowds
whose warm flattery has ruined so many preachers
and prophets. But to them John said, “Repent!
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Then came
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the publicans, the clever politicians and manipulators
of the day: “Exact no more than that which is ap-
pointed you.” And after the publicans came the
soldiers, the men who could overturn the government
of a province in a day, no doubt attracted by this great
voice and saying to themselves, “With John for our
leader what could we not do, what could we not con-
quer!” ‘““Master, what shall we do?” And like the
ring of one of their own short swords upon the helmet
of a foe came back the answer: “Do violence to no
man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with
your wages.”

Last of all in this strange procession to the Jordan
came the Pharisees and the Sadducees, an odd alli-
ance—the Pharisees, who by the minutiae of their
literality had almost choked the wells of Old Testa-
ment inspiration, and the proud Sadducees, ration-
alists and materialists, the modernists of their day,
who disbelieved in angel and in spirit and looked
with pity upon the ignorant rabble who could receive
such a doctrine as the resurrection of the body. Yet
these classes came to John, John of all men, and
said, “Master, what shall we do?”’ That was John’s
great test. Did he truckle to them? Did he say,
“I speak in my rough, denunciatory way to the com-
mon people, but with you, of course, it is a different
matter. You represent the thinking and educated
classes, and even if truth must be silenced or sur-
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rendered I must hold your favor and your patron-
age?” Was that the way John talked to these men?
No, not that, but this: “Who hath warned you to
flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore
fruits meet for repentance.”

But there is one thing yet braver in John’s preach-
ing. It takes little courage to stand upon a platform
and denounce at long range the sins of what we call
“high society.” It took real courage to do what
John did. He marched into the palace itself and
there, in the presence of the adulterous pair, said to
Herod, “It is not lawful for thee to have her; you
are breaking God’s commandment and God will
judge you.” That sermon cost John his life. Oh,
if John had been mobbed by the people, assassinated
by the soldiers, or torn by a wild beast in the midst
of one of his desert reveries, that, we think, had been
a death in keeping with his life. But to think that
he had to die at the whispered wish of a vindictive
adulteress! The greatest man that ever lived, and
here is his head on a silver charger to please the
whim of a half-naked dancing girl! And the sun
still smiles, the earth does not yawn to swallow up
the authors of this infamy! But wait! The evan-
gelist tells us that when John was dead his disciples
came and took up the body and buried it, and went
and told Jesus. John had {friends, disciples, and I
have no doubt that they wrapped his body in as clean
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a linen cloth as that which enwound the body of the
Lord, and women anointed him with their tears.
Perhaps in Jerusalem they buried the body, perhaps
by Jordan’s flood, and rolled a great stone to the
door of the sepulcher and departed. “It” not “him,”
the body, not John! They could not bury John.
Time has not been able to bury him; the ages have
not been able to engulf him. No wonder guilty
Herod, when he heard of the preaching of Jesus,
stricken in conscience, cried out in fear and remorse,
“John whom I beheaded is risen from the dead!”
The soul of John the Baptist marches on; still cries
his voice in the wilderness—every word that he
uttered a battle, and his name like an army with
banners!

v
THE GREATNESS OF HIS MESSAGE

Shortly before his passion, Jesus went back to the
Jordan country where he had been baptized by John
and by the Holy Spirit. The disciples of John, now
dead, gathered about Jesus and listened to him and
saw his miracles. This was their verdict: “John did
no miracle”—he never stilled the tempest, nor opened
blind eyes, nor raised the dead—but all things that
John spake of this man were true.” What was it
that John said about Jesus? Did he say, “Behold
the man who did no sin and whose blameless life

[170]



JOHN THE BAPTIST—FRIEND OF BRIDEGROOM

will leave the world a great example of how to live’’ ?
Did he say, “Behold the man, the carpenter’s son who
never wrote a line save in the dust, and yet the man
whose words will do more to temper and soften
and regenerate mankind than all the sayings of the
philosophers and all the books of the sages”? Did
he say, “Behold the man whose birth will be the
watershed of history, dividing it into two parts,
before Christ and after Christ”? Did he say, “Be-
hold the man whose life shall be a fountain of com-
passion whence shall flow the healing streams of
mercy and pity”’? Did he say, “Behold the man
who was in the world and yet not of it and who
more than any other has brought life and im-
mortality to life”? Did he say, “Behold the man
whose death on the cross will be the supreme example
of that vicarious suffering which runs like a scarlet
thread through all creation”? Was that what John
said of Jesus? If so, oblivion’s sea had long ago
swept over him. No, not that, but this—this which
takes all that in, this which left out, Christianity is
left out: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world!”

It is that witness of John to Jesus that men today
are trying to muffle and silence. The world will let
you talk about Jesus as beautifully as you please.
It will let you heap high the flowers of your eulogia;
but there is one thing that the world cannot tolerate,
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and this is that you should say of Jesus what John
said, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world,” God’s eternal sacrifice for sin.
Utter these words, and you will find that the Cross
hath still its ancient offense. Leave them out, and
you will find that then has the offense of the Cross
ceased. This is the question before the church to-
day: Shall the offense of the Cross cease? Shall the
gospel cease to be good news and become only good
advice? Shall the churches which have been en-
trusted with the gospel become lighthouses whose
light has been quenched, or still worse, lighthouses
which burn and flash with false lights which allure
to destruction voyagers on the sea of life?

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world!” Wherever that is left out, Chris-
tianity is left out. Wherever it is spoken and hon-
ored, there the gospel is preached, whether from the
incense-laden altars of Greek and Roman Catholic
Churches or in the severe dignity of our Reformed
Churches, or in a gospel mission, or to the accom-
paniment of a bass drum on the street, or when at
eventide a mother tells her little child of the love of
God in Christ. Man is still a sinner, and still his
great need is redemption from sin. Calvary has no
successor ; the Lamb of God has no substitute. He is
the sinner’s only hope. He is the power and glory of
the church here; and hereafter it is the Lamb of
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God, no longer upon the Cross but upon the throne
of the universe, to whom redeemed sinners will pay
their grateful homage.

“And I beheld and heard the voice of many angels
round about the throne . ... and the number of them
was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands
of thousands; saying with a loud voice, Worthy is
the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches,
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and
blessing. And every creature which is in heaven,
and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as
are in the sea, and all things that are in them, heard
I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power,
be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto
the Lamb for ever and ever.”
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XII

JEREMIAH—THE MAN WHO LOOKED
LIKE CHRIST

“And others, Jeremiah.”
Marraew 16:14

AT A CRISIS IN HIS MINISTRY JESUS WITHDREW
with his disciples into the lonely region of Caesarea-
Phillipi. There he asked his disciples, “Whom do
men say that I the Son of man am?” The disciples
answered him, “Some say that thou art John the
Baptist ; some Elijah; and others Jeremiah, or one of
the prophets.”

Christ was none of these with whom the popular
thought associated him, and who were named by the
disciples. Yet so far as a comparison, rather than
a reincarnation, was concerned, those who said that
Christ was Jeremiah were nearer to the truth than
those who said he was John the Baptist, or those
who said he was Elijah. John and Elijah had his
zeal, his courage, his obedience to the will of God,
his power to denounce; but only Jeremiah had his
tenderness, his solitariness, his sorrow, his compas-
sion, and his spiritual thought of the Kingdom of
God. Isaiah’s great portrait of the Suffering Servant
of God in the fifty-third chapter of his prophecy,
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which both Christ and the Evangelist Philip tell us
was a prediction of Christ, was taken by some to be
a portrait of the prophet Jeremiah. He indeed was
“despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief.” It is by no means strange
that some should have so misunderstood Isaiah, for
it looks as if Jeremiah had sat for his portrait to
Isaiah. Jeremiah is in many ways the saddest, lone-
liest, and grandest man in the Bible.

Nations produce their greatest men at the begin-
ning of their history or at the end of their history,
in the throes of birth or in the throes of dissolution.
Jeremiah is the prophet of Israel’s sunset. We
behold him standing like an iron pillar amid the
smoke and flames and darkness of Jerusalem’s over-
throw and destruction.

The span of his life covers one of the most dra-
matic and catastrophic periods of history. He was
called in early manhood at his home at Anathoth
to speak the Word of God to Judah and Jerusalem.
He prophesied during the reign of Josiah and
through the reign of Zedekiah, in all about forty-one
years. Great world events occurred during this
period. In 608 B.c., the good King Josiah was slain
by Pharaoh Necho of Egypt. In 606 Babylon de-
stroyed Nineveh and Assyria. In 605 Babylon
under Nebuchadnezzar subjugated Egypt, and in
587 the temple was destroyed at Jerusalem, and short-
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ly afterwards the people were carried into captivity.
Thus in almost a quarter of a century two great
empires, Assyria and Egypt, were destroyed; a new
world empire, Babylon, rose to power ; and Jerusalem
was burned and its people carried into captivity.
Treated kindly by the conqueror, Nebuchadnezzar,
Jeremiah elected to remain at Jerusalem with the
viceregent set up by Babylon, Gedaliah. But when
this governor was murdered, the fugitives dragged
the prophet with them down to Egypt, where he de-
livered his last predictions at Tahpanhes, and where,
according to very ancient tradition, he was stoned to
death. “They were stoned, they were sawn asunder.”

To Jeremiah we owe some of the most beautiful,
remarkable, brilliant, and striking passages of the
Bible. Here are just a few of them:

“The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we
are not saved.” (8:20)

“Peace, peace, when there is no peace.” (6:14)

“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither
let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich
man glory in his riches; but let him that glorieth glory
in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me.” (9:23)

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desper-
ately wicked: who can know it?” (17:9)

“Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold
and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow.”
(Lam. 1:12)
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“Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard
his spots?” (13:23)

“Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love:
therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee.”

31:3)
( “QO earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord.”
(22:29)

“Give glory to the Lord your God, before he cause
darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark
mountains.” (13:16)

“I will put my law in their inward parts, and write
it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall
be my people. And they shall teach no more every man
his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know
the Lord, for they shall all know me from the least
of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord.”
(31:33, 34)

The message that Jeremiah was called to deliver
he spoke with word and also with sign. With poetic
imagination he imagines Rachel rising out of her
tomb on the way to Bethlehem and weeping over her
children as she sees them pass by on the long road to
exile. Jeremiah was the greatest of the illustrative
preachers. Now we see him going away down to the
river Euphrates and digging up a girdle that he had
been commanded to bury there, and bringing this
marred girdle to Jerusalem to display to the people
as a sign of the nation’s corruption. And now we
find him getting his sermon at the potter’s house,
where he asks his hearers to watch the potter as he

[177]



THE GREATEST MEN OF THE BIBLE

takes a marred vessel and fashions it anew, for the
clay is still soft and ductile; the symbol of what God
could yet have done with Israel if the people had
repented.

Another day we find him at the potter’s house
again; this time selecting a bottle that has been
finished, baked, and hardened, which cannot now be -
changed or worked anew, and carrying it down into
the dark valley of Hinnom, and there breaking it to
pieces before the people, a symbol of the irrevocable-
ness of Israel’s doom and judgment. Again we see
him bringing the Rechabites, whose ancient ancestors
had pledged them to total abstinence, into the palace,
and setting before them wine, which he knew they
would refuse to drink. When they had refused to
break the custom of their ancestors and drink the
wine, Jeremiah used this as a sermon to contrast the
fidelity of the Rechabites to the command of their
ancestor with the infidelity of Jerusalem to the
command and covenant of God. Another day we
see him going up and down the streets of Jerusalem
with a yoke on his shoulders, the yoke worn by the
oxen in the fields, and on Jeremiah’s shoulders the
sign of Israel’s subjugation. And even down in
Egypt we see him hiding stones in the brickkiln at
Tahpanhes, in the sight of the refugees from Israel,
as a sign of the conquest of Egypt by Babylon.
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Whether a spoken or an acted sermon, no one could
misunderstand the meaning of his message.

Jeremiah was one of God’s grandest prophets and
witnesses. When Judas Maccabaeus was struggling
for the religious liberty of the Jews and resisting the
attempt of Antiochus to force idolatry upon the
Hebrews, Jeremiah appeared to Judas and put in his
hand a golden sword, saying, “Take this holy sword,
a gift from God, with which thou shalt wound the
adversaries.” This story from the Apocrypha em-
bodies the truth that Jeremiah, execrated, hated, and
persecuted in his day and generation, became in later
ages a watch cry and a symbol of victory to the
people of Israel.

I

THE COURAGE AND FIDELITY OF JEREMIAH

Every great soul leaves to mankind a noble herit-
age. None left a nobler than did Jeremiah. As a
servant of God and as a friend of man there are three
things that mark and distinguish Jeremiah. The
first is his courage. It fell to him during the years
of the rise of Babylon as a world power and its
increasing aggression on Jerusalem to speak a mes-
sage of judgment upon the people of God for their
sins and apostasies and to declare and predict the
conquest of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, and the
captivity of the people in Babylon.
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This was why Jeremiah was the saddest and lone-
liest of men. He was a great lover of his city and
of his people; yet he was commanded to foretell
utter overthrow by Babylon and the captivity as a
judgment upon the people for their sins. It is not
strange, then, that Jeremiah suffered so much in
spirit. Never did a national prophet and leader speak
so hard and difficult a message. He felt himself an
outcast, and like Job lamented the day he was born.
Yet he never wavered in his loyalty to the Word of
God. On one occasion he thought that he would
cease to speak as God’s prophet, but found that it
was impossible. “Then I said I will not make men-
tion of him nor speak any more in his name; but
his word was in my heart, as a burning fire shut up
in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and
could not stay.”

The position of Jeremiah as a prophet and national
leader was in striking contrast with that of his great
predecessor of a half century earlier, Isaiah. At that
time Jerusalem was threatened by Assyria and
Nebuchadnezzar, and Isaiah was given the commis-
sion to encourage the King Hezekiah in his resistance
to the tyrant of Nineveh and to predict the utter
overthrow of the armies of Sennacherib. But with
Jeremiah it was altogether different. When Babylon
was thundering at the gates of Jerusalem he had to
proclaim the futility of resistance or of an alliance
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with Egypt, or with any other power, and foretell
the ultimate fall and destruction of the city and the
captivity of the people. We get some idea of his
situation if we think of a preacher in England today
standing in the pulpit of St. Paul’s Cathedral and
predicting the fall of London, the conquest of Eng-
land by Germany, and the subjugation of Great
Britain to Hitler. It is not strange, then, that the
message of Jeremiah stirred up anger, rage, and
persecution. He was hated, execrated, persecuted,
derided, mocked, smitten, and cast into prison as a
traitor and as an enemy of his people. Yet in all
these perils he was delivered. The promise that God
gave him when he called him to the prophet’s office,
“They shall fight against thee, but they shall not pre-
vail against thee, for I am with thee, saith the Lord,
to deliver thee,” was gloriously fulfilled.

How grand a thing it was that God could count
on him to the last degree, and how grand a thing it
is that-in every age God has prophets who will speak
only the Word of the Lord. These are the men who
have made humanity their debtor.

II

THE COMPASSION AND TENDERNESS OF
JEREMIAH

The message of judgment and of woe and cap-
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tivity was declared to Jerusalem by a man whose
heart was tender and whose feelings were stirred
within him. Well he could say, “I am the man that
hath seen affliction.” It was this that made him cry
out, “O that I had in the wilderness a lodging place
of way-faring men that I might leave my people and
go from them.” It was this that made him lament,
“O that my head were waters, and mine eyes a
fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night
for the slain of the daughter of my people!” Truly
he could say, identifying himself with the fate of
Jerusalem, “Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?
Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my
sorrow.” Like all great souls, Jeremiah felt the
sorrow and tragedy of a nation or a city, or a single
soul, frustrating the grace of God and falling short
of its destiny. Like every noble soul, he felt the
sorrow and tragedy of the triumph of wickedness.
As Christ wept over Jerusalem while he pronounced
her destruction, so Jeremiah wept over Jerusalem as
he spoke the words of her doom. We have not risen
to Christlike standards or proportions until we can
feel the sorrow and pathos of a nation departing
from God, as our nation is doing today, or of a
soul sinning against its Creator and denying its
Redeemer, as so many souls are doing today.
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II1

JEREMIAH’S FAITH FOR THE FUTURE OF THE
KINGDOM OF GOD

Shortly before the great prophet of Florence,
Savonarola, was burned at the stake, he said, “If
you ask me in general as to the issue of this trouble,
I reply, Victory. If you ask me in a particular sense,
I reply, Death; for the Master who wields the ham-
mer, when he has used it, throws it away. So he did
with Jeremiah, whom he caused to be stoned at the
end of his ministry. But Rome will not put out
this fire; and if this be put out, God will light
another.”

Likewise Jeremiah, while predicting the coming
overthrow and destruction of Jerusalem, strikes the
great note of God’s restoration, and the kingdom
of blessing and glory which will rise out of the ruins
of the conquered city. God’s purposes with Israel
are not ended. He will make a full end of the nations
to which he has driven them, but he will not make a
full end of his people.

This faith in the future reaches its climax in his
prediction of the New Covenant, the clearest and
most spiritual of all the Old Testament prophecies of
the Kingdom of Christ. “Behold the days come, saith
the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the
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house of Israel, and with the house of Judah. I will
put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my
people. And they shall teach no more every man his
neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know
the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the least
of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord:
for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember
their sin no more.”

Thus the prophet of doom becomes the prophet of
hope. Jeremiah’s sad face is illuminated, lighted,
transfigured with the light of the glory of Christ.
All who strive to do God’s will in the world must
pray that they may have the faith to see and to be-
lieve, even in the darkest day, what Jeremiah saw,
the glory of the coming of the Lord.

The New Covenant was made by Christ and sealed
with his blood. “This cup,” he said, on the same
night on which he was betrayed, “is the new cove-
nant in my blood, which is shed for many for the
remission of sins.” All that God promises to do for
his world, all that he promises to do for the salvation
of our souls, is upon the ground of that new covenant
that he made with man in Christ. The covenant
stands forever. As God said to Jeremiah, “While
stands my covenant with the day and the night, my
covenant with man will stand.” By that covenant
we are admitted and restored to the family of God.
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Would that T had Jeremiah’s tenderness and com-
passion and faith and eloquence, as I now urge upon
you to receive from God the blessings of the new
covenant, the forgiveness of sins, the joy of fellow-
ship with Christ, and the gift of Eternal Life.
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DANIEL—THE MAN WHO LIVES
FOREVER BECAUSE HE SAID NO

“Daniel purposed in his heart that he
would not defle himself with the portion
of the king’s meat.”

Dawier 1:8

AN ORIENTAL KING ONCE SUMMONED INTO HIS
presence his three sons and set before them three
sealed urns, one of gold, one of amber, and the
third of clay. The king bade his eldest son to choose
among these three urns that which appeared to him
to contain the greatest treasures. The eldest son
chose the vessel of gold on which was written the
word, “Empire.” He opened it and found it full of
blood. The second chose the vase of amber whereon
was written the word, “Glory,” and when he opened
it he found it full of the ashes of men who had
made a great name in the world. The third chose
the vessel of clay, and on the bottom of this vessel
was inscribed the name of God. The wise men at
the king’s court voted that the third vessel weighed
the most because a single letter of the name of God
weighed more than all the rest of the universe.
Daniel is one of those men who chose God above
all else in the world. He lives forever because he
said “No.” Many of the greatest men of the Bible
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teach us and guide us, not only by their virtues, but
by their transgressions. Noah, Abraham, David,
and Peter were all great men, but men who had
serious blemishes in their characters and dark chap-
ters of unworthy conduct. But Daniel is one of
those men in the Bible whose whole life, so far as
we know their life, spoke on the side of righteous-
ness and of truth. He is spoken of by the angel as “a
man greatly beloved,” and no doubt one of the
reasons was that his long life was one of unbroken
obedience to God and loyalty to the truth.

The different states of our country every year
select young men from the universities of strong
physique, superior intellect, and high character to
be sent to Oxford University as Rhodes’ scholars
and drink at that fountain of culture and wisdom.
The potentate of ancient Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar,
was not indifferent to the advantages which it would
bring to his kingdom to have choice young men from
foreign lands brought up at Babylon in all the wis-
dom and statesmanship of his empire and trained for
future service.

Therefore, Nebuchadnezzar after he took Jerusa-
lem gave orders to his ministers to select among the
inhabitants of Jerusalem four young men to be
trained at Babylon. These young men were to be
strong and without blemish in their bodies, of su-
perior intellect, of strong character, and with qualities
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which would fit them to serve the Babylonian king-
dom. The four young men selected were Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah—the three latter
best known, however, by the Babylonian names that
Nebuchadnezzar gave them, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-nego. You can imagine the great interest
those young men took in the long journey from cap-
tive and wasted Jerusalem down into Mesopotamia
—how they wondered at the desert which they
crossed, and then the tawny flood of the Euphrates,
and then the great city of Babylon, an immense pile
of bricks and mud, and most of all at the palace of
Nebuchadnezzar, and the royal park with the hang-
ing gardens which the king had built for his queen
who in the flat country around Babylon was home-
sick for her native hills and mountains.

The young men were quartered in the king’s palace
and were to sit at the king’s table and eat of the
food and drink the wine which was served to the
royal family. This precipitated the difficulty and the
crisis in the life of Daniel and these three young
men. All that the king of Baylon ate or drank had
been blessed by being offered before heathen idols,
and among the articles of diet, too, were things
which no Hebrew by the law of Moses was per-
mitted to eat. Today we do not think much of that
particular kind of defilement, for Jesus taught that
it is not what goes into a man that defiles him, but
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what comes out of his heart. But at that time for a
Jew to eat what had been offered to a heathen idol, or
to eat meat that was forbidden by the Jewish law,
was to defile himself and to renounce his faith and
his God.

This, then, was the crisis which confronted Daniel
and his three companions. To drink or not to
drink? To eat, or not to eat? Everything, so far
as the world was concerned, so far as external things,
material things, were concerned, was of a nature to
lead Daniel to submit to the diet that was prescribed
for him. In the first place it appealed to the appetite
of the body. Nebuchadnezzar’s wine was the best
wine in the world. It made the heart glad and the
eye sparkle. The meats and dainties which were
served represented the highest skill of the culinary
art. There were brains of peacocks, pheasants from
the forests of Armenia, rare birds from India, rare
fish from distant seas, and the savory flesh of swine
from the royal herd fed on acorns.

Again, Daniel was far from home; and save for
these three companions, who would do just as he did,
he was unobserved by any one of his own race and
faith. Jerusalem had fallen. The Hebrew monarchy
was coming to an end. If Daniel had a future that
future must be in Babylon. He might have said to
himself, “In Babylon let us do as the Babylonians
do.” Moreover, not to eat of the things served at
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the king’s table would invite the ridicule and the
derision of other young men from other countries
who had been brought to Babylon for the same pur-
poses as Daniel. They would point the finger of
scorn at these Hebrews who would not drink the
king’s wine or eat the king’s meat. By doing just
as others did, going along with the rest of these
graduate students, Daniel and his friends would
escape the finger of scorn and mockery. Then, too,
not to submit to the diet prescribed by the king
would, under ordinary circumstances, provoke the
king to wrath. Such a refusal would imperil
Daniel’s future. It might be a barrier to his progress
and to his promotion to high place in the kingdom.
And still more, it might mean his death.

But all these considerations moved Daniel not at
all. He chose God. ‘“Daniel purposed in his heart
that he would not defile himself with the portion of
the king’s meat.” The grandest thing that the sun
that day looked down on in Babylon, the most royal
bit of furniture about the court of Nebuchadnezzar,
the noblest creature in God’s universe, was a man
with a moral purpose, an immortal soul, taking this
quiet stand for righteousness, with time, circum-
stance, expediency, the appetites of the flesh, the
chances of promotion, the will of the potentate of the
whole earth, personal safety, all leading and urging
in the other direction; and yet overcoming all these
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influences was a moral purpose, and a decision of
soul.

I

THE MORAL COURAGE OF DANIEL WON RESPECT
EVEN FROM A PAGAN COURT

God gave Daniel favor with the king’s chamber-
lain. Instead of reporting him to the king as an
impudent upstart who ought to be expelled or exe-
cuted, he said that even at the risk of endangering
his own head he would exempt Daniel and his com-
panions from the course prescribed by the king and
permit them to experiment with their own Hebrew
fare, which consisted of pulse, or beans, and water.
The dietitians of our own day bear witness to the
nourishing qualities of such a fare.

Although on the surface the world may appear to
scorn and ridicule the man who has the courage to
differ from its fashion and custom, in their hearts
even worldly men honor and respect moral courage.
No one ever lost anything even from the standpoint
of this world by taking a stand for principle. Who
would disown his family? Who would disown his
friends? Who would disown his country? Why,
then, fear to be loyal to that which is above country,
and friends, and family, the soul’s invisible and spir-
itual companions and friends, those holy convictions,
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those pure aspirations, those righteous determina-
tions which alone make men great?

11

DANIEL’S “N0O” INFLUENCED OTHERS AND GAVE
THEM COURAGE TO SAY “NO”

Nothing is said of it here directly, but it is plain
that by announcing his determination not to defile
himself with the king’s meat, Daniel gave encourage-
ment and strength to his three companions so that
they too said “No.” We can tell that from the
subsequent trial to which Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-nego were subjected. For some reason un-
known to us Daniel was exempted from this trial;
but the three young- men were commanded to bow
down and worship the image of Nebuchadnezzar as
soon as they heard the royal orchestra strike up its
music; and if they would not, they were to be cast
into the fiery furnace. The three young men then
gave their magnificent answer. They said they
would not bow down and worship the king’s image.
They believed that the God of Israel would deliver
them. But even if he did not, even if it was the
will of God that they should perish in the fiery
furnace, still they would not bow down. And they
did not bow down. And although they were cast
into the fiery furnace the flames did not burn them;
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and when the officers of Nebuchadnezzar came to
look upon this wonder, the three men standing un-
hurt in the midst of the furnace, they saw standing
with them a fourth figure, one like unto the Son of
Man himself. Who inspired that great stand made
by those three Hebrew lads? I am sure it was
Daniel, who, when the first temptation was set be-
fore him and his companions in Babylon, said “No,”
and purposed in his heart that he would not defile
himself. You can never tell when your refusal,
your “No,” is going to show the way and give heart
and strength to some other to take the right way;
and you never know when your consent, or your
weakness, or your acquiescence is going to lead some
other soul astray and start him on that path that goes
down into darkness.

“Oh, strengthen me that while I stand
Firm on the rock and strong in thee,
I may stretch out a loving hand
To wrestlers with the angry sea.” !

II1

DANIEL MADE THIS DECISION WHEN HE WAS
FIRST CONFRONTED WITH THE
TEMPTATION

Here these four young men are sitting in their

1 Francis R. Havergal.
[193]



THE GREATEST MEN OF THE BIBLE

chambers on that first night in the king’s palace at
Babylon. They have been dressed and made ready
for the royal table by the servants. The first gong
for dinner has sounded. One of the waiters has
brought them up a menu. They see at once that
most of the articles are foods forbidden by the Jew-
ish law. So they sit down to talk it over. What
shall we do? Suppose Shadrach had said, “Perhaps
we had better go along tonight. Let the matter rest.
for a little. It may be that by getting the favor of
the king’s chamberlain, after a few days, or after a
week or two, we can persuade him to exempt us from
this diet. But to stand out and say ‘No’ on the first
night, at the very start, is likely to get us into
trouble.” Suppose they had agreed to that policy?
Then all of them would have been lost, so far as
their loyalty to Israel and God was concerned, and
the world would never have been thrilled, as it has
been from age to age, with the story of how those
three Hebrew lads went into the fiery furnace
rather than bow down to the image of Nebuchad-
nezzar, and how Daniel, the Hebrew statesman,
opened his window towards Jerusalem and was cast
into the den of lions rather than pray to King Darius.

The time to get the advantage of temptation is
when it first appears. To parley with it, to postpone
a decision with regard to it, is almost always fatal
to the soul.
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It is plain from the record that even before the
matter of the forbidden diet had been brought before
Daniel he had come down to Babylon determined to
be true to God. Therefore, it was not difficult for
him to say “No” when this particular temptation
arose. He had already committed himself to right
principles and to loyalty to God. It was written of
one of the kings of Israel, Rehoboam, that “he did
evil because he had not prepared his heart to seek
the Lord.” There you have the secret of the moral
breakdown of many persons. They succumb to
evil because they have never really purposed in their
hearts to resist it. They do evil because they have
never set themselves to do good. You may wish to
live the right life, you may have a general desire to
be true and clean and courageous and Christlike;
but that in itself is not sufficient. You must not only
wish but will to do the right. Satan is always trying
to sift a man as he tried to sift Peter, and as he tried
to sift Daniel. And he generally succeeds in doing
so when he encounters a soul which has not set itself
against evil and determined in the heart not to defile
itself. People like to make a wish when they see the
stars in a certain conjunction, or when they stand by
a wishing well, or on a wishing stairway, or when
they pull the wishbone of a fowl. But the men who
succeed in life, the men who stand the battering of
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Satan, are those who depend, not upon the wishbone,
but upon the backbone.

v

DANIEL PURPOSED THAT HE WOULD NOT
DEFILE HIMSELF

Mark that. He would not defile himself. That
means that Daniel was convinced that there was
something sacred and godlike within him, and that it
was worth every sacrifice and every danger, and even
life itself, to keep that sacredness within him from
being defiled. If you have the high Christian view
of yourself, of your soul, as a beautiful and sacred
thing, so sacred that even the Son of God died to
redeem it, then the power of temptation is broken.

In a great passage, one of the noblest in English
prose, and one of the most inspiring for young men,
John Milton said that he was kept back from the
vices and immoralities which stained the lives of his
fellow students at Christ College, Cambridge, be-
cause he had “a just and pious reverence for his own
person.” In another passage he gives two reasons
why a man ought not to sin against God and against
himself. The first is the dignity of God’s image
upon him by creation, and the second the price of his
redemption. “He thinks himself both a fit person
to do the noblest and goodliest deeds, and much better
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worth than to defile with such a debasement and
pollution as sin is, himself, so highly ransomed and
ennobled to a new friendship and filial relation with
God.”

How splendidly that puts it! You have not only
been created in the image of God, but been highly
ransomed and ennobled to a new friendship with
God by the death of Christ for you on the cross.
Daniel purposed not to defile himself with the king’s
meat because he realized that there was a sacred soul
within him. You have a great advantage over
Daniel. You know not only what he knew, that you
have been created in the image of God, but also what
Daniel could not know, that you Have been redeemed
and ransomed by the precious blood of Christ. If
you are worth that to God, then what ought you not
to do for yourself?
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JOSHUA—THE MAN AFTER WHOM
JESUS WAS NAMED

“Joshua the son of Numn, the servant of
the Lord”
JosaUA 24:29

“THE SERVANT OF THE LorD.” THAT IS ONE OF
the greatest epitaphs of the Bible. It was spoken of
Moses, one of the greatest men in the Bible, when
he died “on Nebo’s lonely mountain”; and here it is
spoken of Joshua at the end of his great and heroic
life. “Joshua the servant of the Lord.” That
always, and pre-eminently, he was. No man ever
lived who more deserved that epitaph.

At first it may seem strange that when our
Saviour, the Son of God, came into the world he was
given for his personal name the name of Joshua, the
greatest warrior of the Old Testament. Why not
Moses, or Samuel, or Elijah, or even David, or
Isaiah? But the angel told Joseph before the birth
of Mary’s child that he was to call his name Jesus,
which is the New Testament form of Joshua, and
which means “The Lord is salvation,” and in con-
nection with Christ meant that he would save his
people from their sins. In certain great aspects
Jesus, the Prince of Peace, who shed no blood but

[198]



JOSHUA—AFTER WHOM JESUS WAS NAMED

his own, and Joshua, the blood-stained conqueror of
Canaan, are much alike. Both did wholly the will of
God. It was said of Joshua that he left nothing
undone, of all that the Lord commanded Moses;
and on the cross Jesus cried out, “It is finished.”
Joshua foreshadows Christ in his complete obedience
to the will of God; and as Joshua led the people
across the River Jordan and conquered Canaan for
them, so Jesus by the power of his death and resur-
rection leads his people through the Jordan of death
and into the Promised Land of peace and rest. It
was said of Joshua at the end of his great life that
he gave the people “rest,” and so Christ has prepared
rest from the toil and trouble and sorrow and sin
of this world for his people.

“There is a land of pure delight,
Where saints immortal reign;

Infinite day excludes the night,
And pleasures banish pain.

“Sweet fields beyond the swelling flood
Stand dressed in living green;
So to the Jews old Canaan stood,
While Jordan rolled between.” 1

There is therefore more than an accidental simi-
larity, but rather a deep significance and association

! Isaac Watts.
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in these two names, the Joshua of the Old Testament
and the Joshua and Jesus of the New Testament.

I

THE COURAGE OF JOSHUA

Joshua is the Great Heart of the Old Testament.
The first appearance of Joshua on the great stage of
Israel’s history was when he commanded the battle
against the Amalekites at Rephidim. In that critical
battle, when the Amalekites withstood the Israelites
as they entered the peninsula of Sinai, Joshua did
the fighting, while Moses, his weary hands upheld by
Aaron and Hur, did the praying on the hilltop. Of
all the men in Israel, it was Joshua who was chosen
by Moses to lead the battle against the Amalekites.

The next appearance of Joshua was when he went
up with the twelve spies to spy out the land. When
they returned from their survey of Canaan after a -
forty days’ journey, the spies brought back as a
sample of the fruitfulnes of the land a cluster of
grapes, so large that it had to be carried on the
shoulders of two men. All agreed, too, that it was a
fruitful and productive land, one that flowed with
milk and honey. But ten of the spies advised against
attempting to conquer the land. They said it was a
land that “ate up all the inhabitants thereof,” and
that all the people that they saw there were giants
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and sons of the giants, and that in their sight the
twelve Hebrew spies were but grasshoppers.

When the congregation heard this, they lifted up
their voices and murmured against Moses, and said,
“Let us make a captain, and let us return unto
Egypt.” But two of the spies, Caleb and Joshua,
dissented from the majority, declaring that if they
went up at once and fought for it, they could con-
quer the land, and that it was well worth fighting
for. So enraged were the people at this favorable
report, and so broken had their spirit been by the
report of the ten spies, that they took up stones to
stone Joshua and Caleb. But before they could
carry out their purpose, the glory of the Lord ap-
peared at the tabernacle and God sentenced the
people to the forty years of wandering in the desert
because of their lack of faith and lack of courage.
Of all the host who were adults when they left
Egypt, only two, Joshua and Caleb, were permitted
to see the Promised Land and enter into it. Joshua
belonged to a noble minority.

“Minorities, since time began—
Have shown the better side of man,

And often in the lists of time
One man has made a cause sublime.” 2

The inferiority, the grasshopper complex, still

2 Paul Lawrence Dunbar.
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prevails. Whenever a great work is to be done, a
forward step taken, or an attack made upon an en-
trenched iniquity, about ten out of twelve are timid
and afraid, and see themselves as grasshoppers in
the presence of the difficulty to be overcome and the
great enemies to be conquered. Only about two out
of twelve are strong enough and bold enough to
march forward in the name of the Lord. The
favorite refrain of the book of Joshua is this, “Be
strong and of a good courage.” Over and over
again that word is spoken to Joshua and by him to
the people. The courage of Joshua was the high and
invincible courage that is founded upon faith. When
you have faith in the success of a cause you are not
afraid and not ashamed to fight for it. The enemies
which oppose. the people of God today are not less
numerous and not less strongly entrenched than were
those tribes which Joshua drove out of the land of
Canaan. What is needed is men who are baptized
with the courage of Joshua, a courage that is born
of unfaltering faith in God and his Word.

IT
JOSHUA AS A MAN OF DEVOTION

We think of Joshua as the leader on the field of
battle. But we must remember that he was schooled
for his great task in a very particular way by fellow-
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ship with the Divine. He was taken by Moses to
Mount Sinai, and was in attendance upon Moses as
his minister when he wrote the law on the tables of
stone. There he heard and saw the majesty of God.
But more striking still was the appearance of the
Angel of the Lord to Joshua as he commenced the
conquest of Canaan. It was just after they had
passed over Jordan, and before the attack was made
on Jericho. Joshua was reconnoitering that city,
when he beheld a man over against him, with his
sword in his hand. In his bluff, soldierly fashion
Joshua went up to him and said in accents which
admitted of no neutrality, “Art thou for us, or for
our adversaries?” And the mysterious man an-
swered, “Nay, but as captain of the host of the Lord
am I now come.” When Joshua heard this he fell on
his face to the earth and worshiped. Joshua fought
his battles, henceforth, with a sword that was
“bathed in heaven.” Back of his heroic achievements
was a deep acquaintance with the holiness and the
majesty of God. It cannot be otherwise with us in
the battle of life. There must be Sinai, mountain-
top experiences, quiet nocturnal meetings with God,
meetings which declare the eternal reality of the
spiritual world and which pronounce the certain
victory of truth and righteousness.
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IIT
JOSHUA BUILT FOR THE FUTURE

One of the noblest things about this titanic man
is his noble thought for tomorrow, his desire for
the generation which was to follow him. He had a
passion for righteousness in Israel, not only the
Israel of today, but the Israel of tomorrow. When
he realized that his own race was nearly run and
that he had fought his last battle, he called for the
leaders of the people, and telling them that he was
going the way of all the earth, exhorted them to
hold fast to their faith in God. The approaching
sunset of his own life in no respect diminished his
faith or his zeal for God. ‘“Cleave unto the Lord
your God,” he said, “for the Lord your God, he it is
that fighteth for you, as he hath promised you.”

"To plan for the future, to think of those who
come after us, whether it be planting a tree
which shall give its shade to some weary one on the
pilgrimage of life, long after our own pilgrimage is
over, to plan that our money shall serve some great
and Christian end when we can no longer spend it,
to instill into our children principles of faith and of
manhood which shall strengthen them and guide
them when our own warfare is long over, this is
always the mark of the highest faith and the noblest
courage.
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“An old man going a lone highway
Came at the evening cold and gray
To a chasm vast and deep and wide.
The old man crossed in the twilight dim,
The sullen stream had no fear for him,
But he stopped when safe on the other side
And builded a bridge to stem the tide.

“‘Old Man,’ said a fellow pilgrim near,
“You are wasting your strength with building here;
Your journey will end with the ending day,
You never again will pass this way,
You’ve crossed the chasm deep and wide,
Why build you this bridge at eventide?’

“The builder lifted his old gray head,
‘Good friend, in the path I have come,’ he said,
“There followeth after me today
A youth whose feet must pass this way.
This chasm which has been as naught to me
To that fair-haired youth might a pitfall be,
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim,
Good friend, I am building this bridge for him.” ” 8

IV

JOSHUA, A MAN OF DECISION

Joshua was a man of decision. There is never any
wavering, faltering, hesitating, or delaying, when the
way of duty has been made clear to him. He had

2 Will Allen Dromgoole.
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decided for the God of Israel, and the deeds of every
day of his life rang with that decision.

Not only did he choose God for himself, but he
called upon others to choose God. In one of the
great scenes of the Bible he assembled the people at
Shechem, all the tribes and all their leaders, and told
them what great things God had done for Israel in
the past, and then called on them to decide whether
they were going to serve the Lord, or serve the gods
of the people on the other side of the Jordan, or the
gods of the Amorites in the land of Canaan. “Choose
ye this day whom ye will serve!”

The world needs men who can preach like Joshua;
not only rehearse and describe the great things of
God and of Christ, but persuade men to choose them,
and to choose them now. “Choose ye this day whom
ye will serve.” How much real indecision, how
much suspended allegiance, how much halting be-
tween two opinions there is in any assembly like this!
Whom will ye serve? Joshua told the people that
they could have a wide selection of gods to choose
from, if they did not want to serve the God of Israel.
They could worship the gods of the Amorites, or the
gods of any of the tribes and peoples who lived on
the other side of the Jordan. There are plenty of
gods whom you can serve, aside from the true God
and his Son Jesus Christ. Among these gods are
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business, society, money, power, fame, appetite,
pleasure. But what are all these gods compared with
Jesus Christ? What Christ has done, what God has
done for those who believed in him and followed
him and chose him for time and for eternity is in-
delibly written on the pages of the past. Who ever
chose God and lived to regret that choice? Some
one of the gods of this world, some one of its fading
pleasures and dwindling satisfactions will have the
service and energy of your life, if you do not give it
to God and to Christ. Why not choose, and choose
now, to serve God? Then at the end yours too shall
be that glorious epitaph of Joshua, “the servant of
the Lord.”
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JOB—THE MAN WHO MADE
SATAN QUIT

“We count them happy which endure. Ye

have heard of the patience of Job.”
James 5:11
YEs, JAMES, WE HAVE ALL HEARD OF THE PATIENCE
of Job, not only those to whom you were writing,
but those to whom I am now speaking. Age after
age, generation after generation has heard of ‘the
endurance of Job and has wondered at it. Man is
born to trouble as the sparks fly upward, and from
the battle of life he can have no discharge. But
among all the strugglers, battlers, sufferers, Job is
the supreme example of the man who, in spite of
his troubles, and in spite of his doubts, holds fast to
God, and in the end sees the vindication of his faith.
Everybody ought to read at least one great book
before he dies and enters into the presence of the
Truth himself. There are many great books; but
the consensus of human opinion seems to be that the
Book of Job is the greatest of all. When you take
up Job; Shakespeare, Milton, Plato, Homer can all
go out of the window. In Carlyle’s beautiful tribute
in Heroes and Hero Worship, “Here in this book is
sublime sorrow, sublime reconciliation, oldest choral
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melody, as of the heart of mankind, so soft and
great as the summer midnight, as the world with its
seas and stars.”

Who was Job? Nobody knows. When did he
live? Nobody knows. What was his race? No-
body knows. Where did he live? Where was the
land of Uz? No one knows. And this is all the
better for the purpose of the great book because it
makes Job a universal man, a representative of all
mankind in his relationship to the world and to God.

More profound treatises have been written on‘the
Book of Job than upon an other book of the Bible,
and many of these books on Job may be described
in the language of that sublime book itself, “Who is
this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowl-
edge?”’ Many of these books are so profound that
they are obscure. Yet the message of this great
book, although profound, taking hold upon the deep
realities of life, is nevertheless simple. As deepest
waters are clearest, so is the message of this book.

Now let us turn to the story of Job, but always
remembering that it is easier to talk of Job than to
bear what he had to bear, ot to act like Job.

“There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name
was Job, and that man was perfect and upright, and
one that feared God and eschewed evil.” John
prayed for his friend Gaius that he might prosper
and be in health even as his soul prospered. Job was
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a man who answered that description. He was a
good man and had prosperity of soul. With that
prosperity of soul there went good health and pros-
perity in worldly things. He had seven sons and
three daughters. The thousands of his sheep
whitened the face of the desert. Five hundred yoke
of oxen and five hundred she-asses ploughed his
fields for him, and three thousand camels trans-
ported his products to the markets of the world. He
was the greatest of all the men of the east, but in his
prosperity he never forgot God. He tells us later,
when he is pouring out his soul in agony, that even
in the midst of his prosperity he had realized that
it might not last. When his sons and daughters
feasted in their homes the pious Job rose up early
and prayed for them, as many a devout father and
mother has done since; “for,” he said, “it may be
that my sons have sinned and cursed God in their
hearts.”

The next scene introduces us to a council in heaven.
All the sons of God come to present themselves be-
fore God, and among them Satan, the fallen angel,
and now man’s adversary. God says to Satan,
“Whence comest thou?” ‘“From going to and fro
in the earth and from walking up and down in it,”
is Satan’s answer. Then the Lord said to Satan,
“Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is
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none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright
man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil ?”’

At this description of Job, whom he knew well,
for Satan knows us all, Satan answered with a sneer,
“Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast thou not
made an hedge about him, and about his house, and
about all that he hath on every side? Thou hast
blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is
increased in the land. But put forth thine hand now
and touch all that he hath, and he w1ll curse thee to
thy face.”

It was as if Satan had said to the Lord, ‘“Look at
Job’s prosperity; but take away his flocks and herds,
his possessions and his family, and it will be a dif-
ferent story.” Satan here advances the principle
that there is no disinterested worship or faith, and
that no man will serve God or believe in him for
nought. It is important for the world and the ages
to know that there is such faith, and that apparently
is the great purpose of the book, to show us a man
who will serve God for nought. Job did not know
that he was being tested for that purpose, but that
was the high purpose of the book. God may wish to
demonstrate to the world some principle of faith
and of Christian light in your life and in mine even
as he did in the life of Job.

In the case of Job, God accepts Satan’s challenge,
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and tells him to go out and touch all that he has;
only upon himself he is not to put his hand.

I

THE FIRST TEST

Then comes the first test. A messenger comes to
Job and tells him that as the oxen were plowing and
the asses feeding beside them, a band of Sabeans fell
upon them and drove them off and slew all his
servants except the teller of the bad tidings. That
was bad news indeed, for the oxen and the asses
were necessary for the cultivation of Job’s extensive
domains. But he remembered his thousands of
sheep and camels, and, no doubt, said to himself, “I
have still much left and much to be thankful for.”
Then came a second blow. Fire fell from heaven
and burned up the sheep and the shepherds. That,
too, was bad, for the sheep represented one of Job’s
chief sources of prosperity. But he thought of his
camels. They were worth a great deal of money,
and with them for capital he could purchase more
sheep and more oxen to replace those that had
perished.

But while he was thinking on this a third mes-
senger came and told that a band of Chaldeans had
made a raid and driven off all his camels. That,
indeed, was bad. All Job’s worldly possessions
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were gone, and all in one day. But Job remembered
his family. He still had left his seven sons and three
daughters. They would care for him in his ad-
versity, and help him to start life over again. But
while he thought on this a fourth messenger came
and brought him the worst news of all. A whirl-
wind had smitten the house of his eldest son, where
his sons and daughters were eating and drinking,
and it fell upon them and buried all his children in
the ruins.

When Job heard this, the climax of his calamity,
his oxen and asses gone, his sheep gone, his camels
gone, his children gone, he rent his mantle and fell
down in his sorrow and distress on the ground. Yet
he did not do what Satan said he would do under
the circumstances. He did not curse or renounce
God, but bowed before the will of God, and said,
what has been said in circumstances of sorrow and
distress ever since, ‘“Naked came I out of my
mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither:
the Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed
be the name of the Lord.”

Job had withstood Satan’s first assault. He had
proved that he did not serve God for nought, and
that stripped of all his possessions and all his chil-
dren, he still believed in God.

Now comes the second conclave in heaven. The
sons of God again present themselves before him,
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and among them Satan. God again asks Satan
about Job, the good man who held fast his integrity,
although without cause Satan had moved God to
permit him to try him. But Satan is not yet con-
vinced that Job is impregnable in his faith. He
answers God: “Skin for skin, yea all that a man
hath will he give for his life. Put forth thine hand
now and touch his bone and his flesh and he will
curse thee to thy face.” It was as if Satan had said
to the Lord, “Job still holds to his faith, although
he has lost his possessions and his family. But take
away his health from him, leave him in pain and
agony of body, and he will no longer believe.”

II

THE SECOND TEST

Again Satan gets permission to stretch forth his
hand and touch Job’s body, but with this limitation,
he is not to take his life. And that limitation was the
mystery to Job when the blow fell upon him. Why

" did not God, who brought such suffering upon him,
end his life? But if God had permitted Satan to do
that, there could have been no demonstration of
faith in God.

The second test of Job’s integrity and faith is this
physical and personal one. Job was smitten with
sore boils from the sole of his foot unto the crown of
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his head. It was some loathsome, painful, disgust-
ing disease that made him impossible for all those
around him; and seeing that, realizing it, Job left
his house and went out to the outskirts of the city and
sat on the dung heap that always lifted its dismal
pile near the oriental city; and there in his misery,
sitting amid the ashes of the burnt offal, Job scraped
himself with a potsherd.

His own wife, perhaps out of an ungenerous heart,
perhaps out of sympathy with his terrible distress,
advised him to curse God and die. In view of the
terrible calamities which had fallen upon Job, his
wife evidently felt that for him longer to pretend to
believe in God was preposterous. But Job still
holds fast. ‘“What,” he said to his wife, “shall we
receive good at the hand of God and shall we not
receive evil ?”’

III
THE THREE FRIENDS

Satan’s second assault upon Job has failed. Now
Satan fades out of the drama, and Job’s three friends
come to mourn with him and comfort him. These
three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, however
wrong in many respects their theology, are to be
commended for the sympathy which brought them
from afar to sit near Job as he scraped himself on
his dunghill. So wretched was Job’s condition, so
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terrific the change that had come over him, that his
three friends did not know him, and could not
recognize in him their old friend, the great emir,
the greatest man of all the east.

For seven days they sat near him in silence, never
speaking, for “they saw that his grief was great.”
Sometimes the most eloquent speech is the silence of
compassion. At the end of those seven days Job
breaks down. He does not curse God, but he does,
by implication, question and condemn the providence
of God in his life, for in one of the most eloquent
passages of this most eloquent of all books, Job
curses the day he was born. That most mysterious
of all human words, Why? is now upon the lips of
Job, as it has been upon the lips of many another
since Job. Job wants the day that he was born
expunged from the calendar. “Why died I not from
the womb ?” He regrets that he had ever been called
into being, and longs as many another sufferer has
longed, for the deep silence of the grave, where the
wicked cease from troubling and the weary are at
rest. Why is light given to man whose way is hid?
Why does God not let him die?

The three friends of Job now begin to speak.
Three times, each one in order addresses Job, and
three times Job, and frequently with mockery and
defiance, answers them and pours out the agony of
his soul. At first his friends deal gently with him.
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They express their surprise that one who had been
so noted for his faith and had strengthened others in
their faith, has broken down in this way and found
the consolations of God small with him. ‘“Behold,”
they said, “thou hast instructed many. Thy words
have upholden him that was falling . . . . but now it
is come upon thee and thou faintest; it toucheth thee,
and thou art troubled.”

As Job continues to answer them, to defend his
integrity, to pour out his agonizing questions to God,
his friends grow angry with him. Their funda-
mental proposition is that all suffering is the result
of sin, and that since Job has suffered so terribly,
his sin must be exceedingly great. They even go
the length of saying that since Job, before calamity
had come upon him, had such a reputation for piety
and faith, he must not only be a great sinner, but
the worst kind of a sinner, a great hypocrite.

Job flings their charges back in their faces, and
then turns in pathetic appeal to God. He would
plead his case with God. He would come before
God and speak with him. But where is God? He
cannot find him. “O that I knew where I might find
him, that I might come even to his seat! Behold I
go forward, but he is not there; and backward, but
I cannot perceive him; on the left hand where he
doth work, but I cannot behold him; he hideth him-
self on the right hand that I cannot see him.”
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Now and then in the midst of his lamentation
and agony he strikes the note of a great hope of life
and vindication after death. “For I know that my
Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter
day upon the earth, and though after my skin worms
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God.”

Though Job questions God, and even arraigns his
providence and his justice in his life, the thing to
remember is that he never curses God, never re-
nounces him. Always he is stretching out his hands
to find him. The creed of his agony, the agony of a
good conscience, the creed of his dunghill is this,
“Though he slay me yet will I trust.”

Despairing of defeating Job in their arguments,
the three friends at length are silent. Then a fourth
man begins to speak, the eloquent Elihu, who has sat
as a listener to the long and tempestuous debate.
Elihu rebukes the three friends because they had not
been able to silence Job and because many of their
arguments were not true; but he also rebukes Job
for his self-righteousness and exhorts him to hu-
mility and repentance. He reminds him of the great-
ness of God and the littleness of man. In this
respect the speech of Elihu prepares the way for the
next great act in this drama, the speech of God
himself.
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IV

GOD’S ANSWER

God answers Job out of the whirlwind. But what
a strange answer, at first, it seems. There is no
explanation of why Job had lost his camels, and his
sheep, and his oxen, and his family, or why he had
been so fearfully afflicted in his body. No answer
as to why he had been born. No answer as to why he
was not permitted now to die. Job has asked ques-
tions. Now God answers him with more questions.
These questions have to do with the majesty of God
as the Creator and Ruler of the Universe. “Where
wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth,

. . when the morning stars sang together and all
the sons of God shouted for joy? .. .. Hast thou
commanded the morning and caused the day spring
to know his place? . . . . Where is the way where
light dwelleth? Canst thou bind the sweet influence
of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?”

And thus, in passages of overwhelming beauty
and sublimity, God reveals his greatness in the uni-
verse, and exposes to Job the limitations of his
knowledge. Job at length sees the point of it all.
He understands that if he can know so little about
God in creation, in the world, it is not strange that
he cannot understand him in his providence, in his
dealings with Job in his own life. Overcome by the
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manifestation of God’s glory, Job humbles himself
and repents. ‘I have heard of thee by the hearing of
the ear; but now my eye seeth thee; wherefore I
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” Of
what did Job repent? Not of any of those sins
which his friends had falsely charged against him.
He repented of his lack of faith, of his lack of sub-
mission, of his lack of humbling himself under the
hand of God.

When Job repents he is restored to his old estate.
He prays for his friends who had spoken unjustly
‘of him and falsely of God and his ways. Then
God turned the captivity of Job. All his friends and
acquaintances came from afar and made their con-
tributions to his material welfare so that he could
start life over again. Seven sons and three beautiful
daughters took the place of those he had lost, and
Job is again the great man of the east. “So Job died,
being old and full of days.”

A%

WHAT JOB TELLS US

Such is the world’s greatest book. And what does
it say to you and me? It tells us, in the first place,
of the certainty of trial, of the certainty of our
separation from those things which constitute world-
ly happiness. God will find out in us, as he did in
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Job, whether or not we serve God for nought. Can
we stand his test and search and come forth pure
gold as Job did?

The great book tells us again that God is too great
to be explained, to be discussed, to be analyzed, to be
complained against by man. God is to be obeyed
and trusted, to be held to, even as Job said he would
hold to him, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust
him.”

Again, the great book tells us of the purpose of
God in our life, which is to produce and crown and
reward spiritual and moral qualities. After all,
practical, common-sense, unpoetical James gives us
the most satisfactory, although the briefest, com-
mentary on Job, when he says, “We count them
happy which endure. Ye have heard of the endur-
ance of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord,
that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy.”
Yes; that is what we see in the case of Job. We see
“the end of the Lord.” We see what he is working
at. We see what purpose he had in mind. In this
respect you and I have a great advantage over suf-
fering Job. We not only have the knowledge of
how at the end of his trial, because he held fast to
God, God blessed him, but we have the sure teaching
of our Christian faith that all things work together
for good to them that love God.

In your hour of trial, remember Job. And re-
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member ‘“‘the end of the Lord,” that the Lord, al-
though so great and majestic, is very pitiful and of
tender mercy. Wait, I say, on the Lord!

“God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants his footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.

“Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill
He treasures up his bright designs,
And works his sovereign will.

“Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust him for his grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.” 1

! William Cowper.

[222]
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