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FORWARD

This book contains, in outline form, the sermons which were
preached at the 10th Annual Seek The Old Paths Lectureship which
is held each year at the East Corinth Church of Christ in Corinth,
Mississippi, the week of the fourth Sunday in July.

The theme for this year’s lectureship, The Church At Corinth,
was chosen because of its appropriateness to our present world. The
Word of God is timeless and its precepts are always applicable to every
generation. Whatever was true concerning the various congregations
in the New Testament is also true today. Whatever problems were
among them will also be among us. Whatever blessings and rewards
they received can also be received by us. Therefore, to study about
the church at Corinth (or any congregation written about in the New
Testament) provides much needed admonition for us now. Let the
day be hastened that men and women, boys and girls, everywhere
would commit their very lives to a diligent and serious study of God’s
most wonderful Word. Having learned the truth, let each practice the
same every day of our lives.

This book was printed by Old Paths Publishing. Several
hundred copies of this year’s book was purchased by the East Corinth
Church of Christ and were given free to those who attended the
lectureship. If you received your book from the church while attending
the lectureship, then you owe your thanks to the generosity of the
elders and the good membership there.

Additional books can be purchased from Old Paths Publishing.
Send your order or inquiry to the address below.

1987 — “The Mission Of The Church” *

1988 — “Christ, Our Perfect Example” *

1989 — “Old Testament Questions with New Testament Applications”
1990 — “New Testament Questions”

1991 — “Lessons From The Time Of The Judges”

1992 — “Most Needed Lessons For Today” *

1993 — “Preaching Needed For The Nineties” *

1994 — “Immorality”

Those books marked with a * are currently out of print but are
scheduled to be reprinted soon.

Garland M. Robinson
July, 1995

Old Paths Publishing
304 Ripley St.
Corinth, MS 38834-5139
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The City of Corinth in Paul’'s Day

Windell R. Fikes

I. The ancient city of Corinth (1200 B.C.?-146 B.C.).

I

IIL
V.

FRSCIOMMUOW®

The ancient city destroyed by Romans — rebuilt by Julius Caesar
in 46 B.C. — Corinth in Paul’s day.

The ethnic background of the people of Corinth in Paul’s day.
The character of the city of Cerinth in Paul’s day.

Political

Population

Geographical

Commercial

Economical

Military

Architectural (use map and pictures)

Art and Sculpture

Literature and Poetry

Morality

Isthmian Games

Religion (use pictures of temple)

DISCUSSION:

L

THE ANCIENT CITY OF CORINTH.

The ancient city of Corinth is thought to have been founded
by Sisyphus before the siege of Troy (1200-1100? B.C.). Some
historians think that Homer, the Greek poet (900?-700? B.C.),
gave the city its earliest name, Ephyro.

According to history, a city was probably located on this
ancient site, perhaps as far back as 1500 B.C. Centuries later, the
name Corinth was supposed to have been given by Corinthus
sometime between 600 and 500 B.C. The name Corinth was
prominently in use by 510-475 B.C., maybe earlier. By about
450 B.C., Corinth was a powerful, prosperous, and commercial
city dominant in the Peloponnesus (the Southern part of the
mainland of Greece) ranking with the famous city of Sparta.
Trading and shipping became important and flourished because
of Corinth’s location on the Isthmus of Corinth. Corinth controlled
the paved roadway over the namrow strip of land (4 miles)
between the Gulf of Corinth and the Saronic Gulf. Cargo could
be moved across this 4 mile strip of land from one seaport to
another, thus allowing ships to avoid the stormy and dangerous
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L

voyage around the tip of the Peloponnesus, which was 200 miles
and several days by sailing ship. Corinth between 400-146 B.C.
became wealthy, and from the very beginning was idolatrous and
sensual. The Corinthians, as a whole, believed in myths and false
gods such as the goddess Aphrodite {goddess of love and beauty).
The Aphrodite worshippers sought first the pleasure of the body.
One historian wrote, “The reputation of Corinth as a city of
pleasure was unrivaled in Greece.” The Isthmian games were
played, and a festival was held every two years in Corinth. This
city, with its wealth, pleasure, and vice was destroyed in 146 B.C.
by the Roman army of Lucias Mummius and the people were
enslaved or killed.

THE REBUILT CORINTH IN PAUL’S DAY.

The first city of Corinth joined with the Achaian League in
revolt against Rome. Roman soldiers under the command of
General Lucius Mummius razed the prestigious ancient city to the
ground in 146 B.C. Mummius killed and sold the people of
Corinth into slavery. He plundered and burned the city and took
to Rome the wealth, art, pottery, bronze, and metal work. He
took so much treasure that Hodge wrote, “...the conqueror carried
with him to Rome the richest spoils that ever graced the triumph
of a Roman general!” It is said that General Mummius brought
back to Rome a plague and Rome died of the plague, a spoil that
obviously was not a treasure! Remember, disease and sickness is
a product of lust, drunkenness and immorality. The proud,
wicked, and famous Corinth lay derelict, in ruins and ashes for the

next 100 years.
Julius Caesar, knowing the value and importance of Corinth’s

strategic location militarily and commercially, re-founded the city
of Corinth, and, in fact, began the rebuilding and repopulation of
this ancient world-renowned city in 46 B.C., 100 years after its
destruction by Mummius. Caesar renamed this colony, now under
Roman rule, Laus lulia Corinthiensis.

So, by the time Paul visited the rebuilt city of Corinth, between
A.D. 50 and A.D. 60, 110 years later, the city had re-established
its power (capital of Achaia, under senatorial administration and
a proconsul, Gallio, brother of the Stoic philosopher Seneca),
prominence, wealth, commerce, luxurious lifestyles of vice, filth,
sin, and corruption that had characterized the original city. It was
a cesspool of lust and immoral pleasures that was known
throughout the social world. People from all parts of the Roman
Empire drank and engaged in excessive, sensual, fleshly appetites
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in all manner of sexual practices.

llI. THE ETHNICITY OF CORINTH WAS:
A. Romans :
1. Freed men from Rome (nucleus colony for new city)
2. Roman veterans after war service
B. Greeks — merchants and business men come to Corinth from

all parts of Greece.
C. Jews (Acts 18:1-18; Rom. 16:21; I Cor. 9:20)

1. Aquila (of Pontus in Asia Minor — lately from Italy),
Priscilla his wife, because Claudius had driven the Jews
from Rome.

2. Paul — an apostle and tent-maker (Acts 18:2-4).

D. Mixed Peoples — there was a sprinkling of Phoenicians and
Phrygians and people from the east, with their exotic customs
and their hysterical ways. Farrar speaks of “this mongrel and
heterogeneous population of Greek adventurers and Roman
bourgeois, with a tainting infusion of Phoenicians; this mass of
Jew, ex-soldiers, philosophers, merchants, sailors, freedmen,
slaves, trades-people, hucksters, and agents of every from of
vice." He characterizes her as a colony “without aristocracy,
without traditions and well-established citizens.” William

Barkley.
1. “Its character remained more entirely Greek than that of
any other place.” Conybeare E. Howson.

IV. THE CHARACTER OF THE CITY OF CORINTH IN PAUL’'S
DAY.

A. Political
1. Corinth was a Roman colony established by Julius Caesar
in 46 B.C.

2. Corinth was the capital of the Roman province of Achaia,
which included most of Southern Greece in the “Pelopon-
nesus Peninsula.”

3. Corinth was governed under senatorial administration and
a proconsul from Rome.

4. Gallio, brother of the Stoic philosopher Seneca, became
proconsul in midsummer or fall of A.D. 51.

a. Archaeologists found a monument in Delphi with the

inscription from Emperor Claudius about Gallio “...as
Lucius Junius Gallio, my friend, and the proconsul of
Achaia...”

b. Unger wrote: “The Emperor styles himself ‘Tiberius
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Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus, Pontifex Max-
imus of Tribunican Authority for the twelfth time,
Imperator the twenty-sixth time, father of the country,
consul for the fifth time...”” The 12th Tribunican year
and the 26th imperatorship of Claudius date the
imperial communication between January and August
of A.D. 52. Therefore, most likely Gallio had arrived
earlier to have given the Emperor information concem-
ing the people of Delphi.

c. Paul was accused by the Jews before the judgment-seat
of Gallio (Acts 18:12-17). Gallio decreed that matters
regarding the Jewish law and practices did not belong
in Roman court of law. The hearing was probably con-
ducted in the agora (an assembly place or market
place) on a platform or a level lower than the procon-
sul.

According to Unger, the name Erastus was found inscribed

on a piece of pavement in Corinth. He was “Commis-

sioner of Public Works [aedilis], an important official.”

Though not certain he may be Erastus, “The chamberlain

of the city” or “The treasurer of the city” mentioned in

Rom. 16:23, Acts 19:22, and Il Tim. 4:20.

. Population of Corinth in Paul’'s Day

G W

o

J.W. McGarvey and Halley — about 400,000

Langes Commentary 400,000 — 500,000

Pulpit Commmentary 600,000

Some writers say as many as 700,000

Corinth was 4th in size in the Roman Empire, after Rome,
Alexandria, and Antioch.

From all accounts, the city of Corinth in Paul’s day was
larger than Atlanta, GA (394,010) and smaller than Mem-
phis, TN (610,337). (1990 census.)

. Corinth — Its geographical location {use map).

1.

The city was situated on a narrow strip of land (called an
isthmus). The narrow neck of land 3%2-4 miles long was
the land route between Northern Greece and the
Peloponnesus on the south. The isthmus separated the
Gulf of Corinth and the Saronic Gulf. Corinth’s port city
to the west was LLechaeum, while the eastern port city was
Cenchrea. The city of Corinth lay 1% miles south of this
tiny isthmus, built at the foot of a high hill {1900 ft.) called
Acro-Corinthus. A citadel or fortress was built on top. The

sides of the Acro-Corinthus were incredibly steep. They
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were almost 2000 feet above sea level, and nearly straight
up, making it relatively safe from enemies. According to
Xenopnhan, the city of Corinth was 40 stadia, or about 4.6
miles in circumference, and 85 stadia, or about 9.8 miles
in circumference including the Acro-Corinthus.

2. So well did Conybeare and Howson sum up its place in all
the world history, “Thus Corinth might be called the ‘eye
of Greece...” and the mountain of the isthmus was truly
named ‘the Acropolis of the Greeks’.” From the summit of
the Acropolis, on a clear day, across the sea to the east,
the Acropolis of Athens could be seen 45 miles away.
Corinth’s geographical location on this tiny isthmus and its
relation between the land and the sea affected the entire
course of Greek history.

D. The commercial city of Corinth in Paul’s day.

The city was located in such a strategic place that all land
travel from Europe to the Peloponnese, North and South, had
to go by way of Corinth. Corinth was the “land-bridge” on the
4 mile wide isthmus between the East and Western sea traffic.
Cargo off large ships was hauled over land and reloaded on
waiting ships at the other side. Small ships were hoisted out
of the water and pulled across to the other port on a sliding or
roller device. Corinth was a shipping gateway to Egypt, Asia
Minor, Italy, and the entire Mediterranean world. Merchants
chose the “loading and unloading” and "dragging” methods
from the Gulf of Corinth to the Saronic Gulf because of the
distance; the 200 miles around the tip of Greece is known as
Cape Malea, and was a most dangerous area for ships. The
Greeks had two sayings about the danger of sailing round
Malea: “Let him who sails round Malea forget his home,” and
“Let him who sails round Malea first make his will.”

“Objects of luxury soon found their way to the markets
which were visited by every nation in the civilized world —
Arabian balsam, Phoenician dates, Libyan ivory, Babylonian
carpets, Cilician goats’ hair, Lycaonian wool, Phrygian slaves.”
The King of Macedon (300 B.C.) dreamed of a canal. Both
Julius Caesar and Nero started a canal. The present canal was
finished in 1893 (show pictures of the canal).

. The economy of Corinth in Paul’s day.

Wealth was brought to Corinth from every art of the worid.
By the 7th century B.C., the lonians learned about coined
money. This new aid enhanced business and trade. Lust,
luxury, and pleasure lured the rich and adventurous to
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Corinth. “Corinth was the emporium of the richest trade of the
East and West” (Conybeare and Howson, pg. 297). The city
ranked second in the Roman Empire, only surpassed by Rome,
the capital of the Empire.

. The military character of the city of Corinth in Paul’s day.

The city of Corinth, because of its location, and topography
was a military fortress and stronghold that provided a look-out
from the Acro-Corinthus and was easy to defend with relative
few soldiers. According to Plutarch, “it was guarded by 400
soldiers, 50 dogs, and as many keepers.” The namrow neck of
land between the north and south and the seas was the only
place to march for either invading or retreating. From a
military perspective the isthmus and Corinth was “the bridge of
the sea,” “the eye of Greece,” and the “gate of the Pelopone-
sus.” The area was also fortified by walls in Paul’s day and for
centuries afterward.

. The architecture of Corinth in Paul’s day.

Use pictures and overhead displays. The ruins of Greek
temples exhibit post and lintel construction, gable roofs, marble
and stone columns. Some buildings and temples were massive
in size and height. The Greeks desired their buildings and
temples to be harmonious to the eyes. *“We love beauty
without extravagance,” said Pericles. Therefore they were
precise with the spacing of the Columns, the curvature of
floors, and roofs to achieve perfect balance.

Merrill F. Unger writes: “As in other Greek cities, the agora
was the center of the town’s life, and was surrounded by
columns, buildings, shops, and monuments. The road from
Lechaeum entered the agora from the north side through an
omate propylaea or gateway. The fountain of Pierene was
situated just east of this, and the road to Cenchraea ran from
the eastern end of the marketplace.

“North of the agora was the Temple of Apollo with its fine
Doric columns. This structure dates from the sixth century
B.C., and was a characteristic landmark, locating the ancient
ruins previous to modern diggings.

“One of the features of the agora was the elevated platform
or bema (Latin rostra), undoubtedly marking the very spot
where Paul faced his Jewish accusers in the presence of Gallio
(Acts 18:12-17). Another interesting discovery in the agora
were ships used for vending meats and other perishable
foodstuffs. These were equipped with an underground channel
connecting to a well. An inscription from the Augustan Age,
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or a little later, calls one of these vending places a ‘market,’
using the Latin term ‘macellum’ which Paul used in the Greek
‘makkellon’ in 1 Cor. 10:25.” Archeology of the New Testa-
ment, pg. 246-47.

Corinth, according to Wallbank and Taylor, developed a
very ornate style of its own, called the Coninthian order.

H. Art and sculpture of the city of Corinth in Paul’s day.

The Greek sculptures and “carved gods” were numerous
when Paul visited Corinth and Athens. Aphrodite, Poseidon,
and Apollo were at Corinth.

[. Literature and poetry in the city of Corinth in Paul’s day.

Paul referred to the Greek poets on his visit to Athens (Acts
17:28). The Greeks were noted for their elaborate theaters, in
Athens and a few miles south of Corinth in the well preserved
outdoor theater at Epidaurus, in which the Greeks held their
great orations. Hyppocrates is referred to as the father of
medicine. The Hippocratic oath is still pledged today! No
doubt this kind of thinking was common in the Corinth of
Paul’s day.

d. Morality in the city of Corinth in Paul’s day.

You name the lust, desire, and the practice, it was there, in
its most degraded from, in its most sensual degree, and most
debauched state. Historians use such terms as “Corinthianize,”
meaning to live like a Corinthian in drunkenness and immoral
debauchery (extreme indulgence in sexual pleasure and
orgies). A Corinthian was one of the wealthy young bucks
who lived in reckless and riotous living. Allian, a Greek writer,
wrote that “if ever a Corinthian was shown upon the stage in
a Greek play, he was shown drunk.” “It is not every man who
can afford a journey to Corinth,” became a Greek proverb.
The temple of Aphrodite on the top of the Acro-Corinthus was
served by 1000 priestesses, prostitutes who came down to
Corinth in the evening and engaged in their perverted sexual
sins.

The books of 1 and I Corinthians name sins practiced in
Corinth: homosexuality, thievery, fornication, idolatry, incest {a
man taking his father’s wife), adultery, effeminacy, covetous-
ness, drunkenness, reviling, and extortion, as well as the
wicked schemes and imaginations of the men of Corinth
(I Cor. 5:1, 6:9-10; II Cor. 10:3-5). Thus, Corinth became a
byword and synonym for evil, wealth, luxury, drunkenness,
debauchery and filth.
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K. The Isthmian Games of Corinth in Paul’s day.

The Isthmian games were 2nd only to the Olympics, and
were held in Corinth every two years. They were celebrated
with festivals and the winners were given garlands made of
leaves of olive, pine, apple, or even parsley, for their rigorous
discipline, training, and victory. Such perishable crowns were
most likely what Paul referred to in 1 Cor. 9:24-25.

L. Religion in the city of Corinth in Paul’s day.

The city of Corinth was infamous for idolatry. The temple
of Aphrodite (Venus), which housed the “goddess of love,”
boasted having 1000 prostitute priestesses who’s services were
used in worship to this false goddess. Poseidon was the Greek
“god of the sea” (known as Neptune to the Romans). This idol
god was built near the site of the Isthmian games because
supposedly, he required discipline of the body and mind. The
temple of Apollo, of which 7 giant columns still stand today
(see photos in reference books), was in the ancient city. It was
to this idolatrous city that Paul, perhaps the greatest man to
ever preach Jesus the Christ, came, preached the gospel,
established the congregation at Corinth (Acts 18:8), lived and
worked for a year and six months {Acts 18:11).

CONCLUSION:

1. Such were some of the characteristics of the city of Corinth that
the apostles saw and preached against.

2. Many of the Corinthians heard, believed, and were baptized (Acts
18:8).

3. Such were some of you (I Cor. 6:11).

Reference Works Consulted About Corinth

Archeology
Archeology and the New Testament, Menill E. Unger, Zondervan
Publishing.
The Bible and Archeology, J. A. Thompson, Eerdmans Publish-
ing.
Bible Atlas ‘
A Bible Atlas, Jesse L. Hurlbut, Gospel Advocate Co.

The Holy Bible
American Standard Version
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Bible Dictionaries
The Iliustrated Bible Dictionary Volume I, Tyndale House
Publishing.

Commentaries
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Barclay’s — The Letters to the Corinthians, Westminster Press.

Barnes Notes, A. Barnes, Baker Publishing.

Clark’s, Adam Clark, Abingdon Press, NY.

Commentary on I and II Corinthians, B. Coffman, Firm
Foundation Publishing, Austin, TX.

Commentary I Corinthians, David Lipscomb, Gospel Advocate.,

Commentary I Corinthians, McGarvey and Pendleton; Gospel
Light Co.

Conybeare and Howson, Life and Epistles of Paul, Eerdmans
Publishing.

Commentary on I Corinthians, Charles Hodge, Banner of Truth
Trust Publishing, London.

Commentary on I Corinthians, J. McGuiggan, Mortex Publish-
ing, Lubbock, TX.

Ellicott’s Commentary on I Corinthians Volume VII, Charles
J. Ellicott, Zondervan.

Lange's Commentary, John Peter Lange, Volume X, Zondervan

. Publishing.

Matthew Henry’'s Commentary Volume VI, M. Henry, Revell
Publishing, NY, London.

Meyer's Commentary on the New Testament, HAW. Meyer,
Hendrickson Publishing.

The New Century Bible Commentary, F. F. Bruce, Eerdmans
Publishing.

The Pulpit Commentary, FW. Farrar, Volume 19, Eerdmans
Publishing.

Studies in I Corinthians, ed. by McClish, Valid Publishing,
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Handbooks ,
The Bible Almanac, Packer, Tenny, White, Thos. Nelson,
Publishing.
Halley’s Bible Handbook, Zondervan
Ungers Bible Handbook, Unger, Merrill F. Unger, Moody Press
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Histories
Civilization Past and Present, 3rd edition, Wallbank and Taylor,
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Rollins Ancient History Volume 4, Ed. by Edward Farr, Hurst
and Co. Publishing.

Encyclopedias

Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological, and Ecclesiastical Litera-
ture, John McClintock and James Strong, Volumes Il and V.

The International Bible Encyclopedia Volume II, Eerdmans
Publishing.

Americana Encyclopedia, “Corinth.”

Britannica Encyclopedia, “Corinth.”

World Book Encyclopedia, “Corinth,” “Canal.”

The Financial Support Of Those
Who Preach The Gospel
1 Cor. 9:9-14

Walter W. Pigg

1. The first allusion to God'’s plan of salvation refers to the Divine side.
a. The “seed” of woman would bruise the serpent’s “head” (Gen.
3:15).
2. God’s plan of salvation would necessarily involve man’s part.
a. God’s promise would be handed down through the lineage of
Abraham.
b. The promise would be fulfilled in Christ (Gal. 3:16).
3. God’s message of salvation would be proclaimed through His word.
a. The “gospel of Christ" is God’s power unto salvation (Rom.
1:16).
b. “The truth” would make men free (John 8:32).
¢. God was pleased to save men “by the foolishness of preaching”
(I Cor. 1:21}).
d. The Great Commission sends men into “all nations” in "all the

world” (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16).
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4. The preaching of the gospel requires preachers.
a. Lost man cannot hear unless a preacher is sent (Rom. 10:14-15).
b. Necessary faith comes through the “hearing” of God’s word
(Rom. 10:17).
5. God has ordained that gospel preachers be supported in a financial
way.
a. Paul deals with this subject in a clear and forceful way in our
assigned text, I Cor. 9:9-14, and in other passages.
6. There is great need to learn and put into practice God’s will relative
to the support of gospel preachers.
a. Failure in the above area results in the tragic loss of souls.
b. Many misunderstandings on the subject need to be examined.
c. A wide range of matters involving the preacher’s support need
to be considered with a view to better complying with God’s will.

DISCUSSION:
. THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF GOSPEL PREACHERS
AFFIRMED BY OUR TEXT: I Cor. 9:9-14.
A. Paul’s appeal to “the law of Moses” {vs. 9-10).
1. “Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that tread-
eth out the corn.”
a. This is a quotation from Deut. 25:4.
b. As the ox toiled, he was allowed to eat of the grain he
was treading. :
2. “Doth God take care for oxen?" Paul asks.
a. God not only cares for oxen, but there is much more
involved here.
b. God says what He does about oxen more especially
“For our sakes” (v.10}).
c. Two examples are given to make this clear.
1) The one plowing should “plow in hope,” with the
expectation of benefiting from his labor.
2) The one that “thresheth in hope” should do so in
expectation of partaking of the fruit of his labor.
B. The sowers of “spiritual things” are entitled to reap “carnal
things” from the recipients of the spiritual things (v.11).
1. The above rule applies to the gospel preacher and his
financial support.
2. It “others” were receiving support from the Corinthians,
Paul and his fellow workers were entitled to do so as well
(v. 12).
C. Paul and his fellow workers had chosen not to exercise their
right to receive financial support (v.12).
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1. They chose to suffer this lack rather than “hinder the
gospel of Christ.”

2. In what way this would have hindered the gospel we
cannot be certain.

a. ltis likely that some would have unjustly accused them
of preaching for material reward.

3. The willingness of these brethren to forgo their privilege of
material support for the sake of the gospel is a superb
example of their love for the gospel.

a. How many of us would do the same today?

b. The time is swiftly coming that some who love the
gospel will have to preach without material support.

D. Paul again appeals to the Mosaical arrangement to strengthen

his case for material support (v.13).

1. The Corinthians well knew that those who ministered at the
temple live of the temple.

2. The priests and Levites who worked at the temple received
their support from the temple.

a. Again, the fact that Paul would forgo his right of
support, shows his love.

E. Paul appeals to the Lord as final proof for support of gospel

preachers (v.14).

1. When the Lord has “ordained” something, it cannot
rightfully be questioned.

2. Paul has now shown conclusively that gospel preachers are
entitled to material support.

a. Paul has also shown that one may forgo the right of
support if he chooses.

b. It appears that Paul’s demonstration of love by not
taking support from the Corinthians may have
occasioned some unjust criticism (Il Cor. 11:7-8).

c. In some cases it may not be wise for a preacher to
refuse support from a congregation when they are able
to give support.

1) It could cause them to be ungrateful, and forget
their responsibility.
F. Passages, other than our text, considered.

1. In verses 6-8 of | Cor. 9, we find additional material on our
subject.

a. In verse 6, Paul implies that he and Barnabas had the
“power to forbear working.”

b. This suggests they had the right to take support from
the Corinthians.
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2. In verse 7, Paul gives three examples from the general
practice of people.

a. He asks who goes “a warfare" and supports himself?
No one does.

b. Then he asks, “who planteth a vineyard, and eateth
not of the fruit thereof?” The Corinthians knew the
answer. No one.

c. Third, who would feed a flock and not eat of the milk?
Again, no one.

d. In verse 8, Paul suggests that the above principles were
upheld by “the law,” and they were not of his own
devising.

3. Paul’s statement to the Galatian brethren teaches support

of preachers (6:6).

a. “Let him that is taught in the word communicate
unto him that teacheth in all good things.”

1) The “good things,” though not limited to material
things, would include such support.

II. VARIOUS CONCEPTS CONCERNING THE SUPPORT OF
PREACHERS.
A. The ideas of brethren concerning the support of preachers are
quite varied, and in some instances very odd.
1. Sometimes support is more than is deserved, but in more
instances it is less.

a. Someone said, “A preacher only has to worry about
being humble, the brethren will keep him poor.”

b. This is certainly not always the case, but it is sometimes
true.

c. In the following, we shall consider some ideas about
preacher support.

B. The preacher’s work is “A work of faith.”
1. A person called me about working with a congregation in

St. Louis.

2. Only about $200.00 per week in support was available.

a. When I said it would be difficult to live on that amount,
the response was: “Oh, it will be a work of faith.”

b. “Faith” will not buy groceries, pay utilities, medical bills,
purchase clothing, and provide the many other necessi-
ties.

1) People use “food stamps,” but | don’t know of “faith
stamps.”
C. | have been asked, “How much do you think you will have to
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have to get by?”

1. This seems to assume that a preacher and his family are
only entitled to “get by.” But is this all that elders and
brethren expect for themselves?

D. One elder said, “We don’t want to support the preacher more
than what the average member makes.”

1. This rule might be fair in some cases, but in others it would
be very unfair.

2. This would rule out a number of important considerations
relative to support.

E. Brother Louie Ward stated that the support of missionaries was

“benevolence.”

1. Preachers are some times made to feel that their support is
“benevolence,” but this is not in accordance with Paul’s
teaching that we have considered.

F. Disparity in preacher’s support is some times the case.

1. Take for example, a congregation contributes to the
support of a missionary who is supported about twice the
amount of their own local preacher, who is just as deserv-
ing. This is showing partiality without cause.

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED IN A PREACHER’'S
SUPPORT.
A. Things pertaining to the preacher’s qualifications.
1. How much preparation has the preacher made for his
work?
a. Does he continue to better prepare himself?
2. How much experience has the preacher had?
3. How hard does he work? and how much time does he
spend?
4. How devoted to the proclamation of the truth is he?
B. Things involved and to be considered in the preacher’s
support.
The cost of adequate health insurance.
The amount of Social Security payments each year.
Will he be able to make any preparation for retirement?
How much vacation time is he allowed?
Will the support provide for a decent automobile, furniture,
clothing, etc.?
Is the preacher’s wife a part of “a team” to work with the
church?
7. Does the preacher always preach the truth and uphold it?
a. A preacher of error is not worthy of any support!

Gk

o
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b. But some receive more support for preaching error than
most receive for preaching the uncompromised truth.
C. Does the preacher preach just for the money, and would he
continue to preach as he could if he received no support?
1. A teacher once said, “If a preacher will preach for the
money, he would also not preach for money.”
a. With the above statement, properly understood, | agree.
2. With some preachers it appears that preaching is simply a
“job,” “work,” or a way to make a living.
a. More than once [ have been asked, “Walter, do you
know of anything that is open?”
1) When [ mentioned some place, the first questions
was, “How much does it pay?”
2) While “pay” is to be considered, | get the impression
some times that pay is the most important thing
with some preachers.

CONCLUSION:

1. That a faithful gospel preacher is entitled to material support is
without gquestion.

2. I the church is to accomplish its God-given task, faithful preachers
are necessary.

3. In view of this, it is imperative that God’s will relative to the
support of preachers be leamed and put into practice.
a. This important task cannot be accomplished without serious

and concerted effort on the part of a great many brethren.

b. We should not rest until such is done.

desus Christ, The Only Foundation
I Cor. 3:11-15

Melvin Sapp

1. Webster defines foundation as the base on which something rests;
the supporting part of a wall or house usually of concrete. The
fundamental principle upon which something is established.

2. Paul employs a figure of speech known as a metaphor when he
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calls Jesus Christ the “Foundation.” dJesus is not a concrete slab,
but the principle or fundamental base upon which Christianity
stands (Acts 4:12).

. The church at Corinth was plagued with division as men sought to

establish themselves as essential elements in the body of Christ
(I Cor. 1:10-13).

. This division was a sign of camality and was sarcastically

denounced by the inspired apostle (I Cor. 3:3-5).

. They were reminded to labor together with God, for the spiritual

building of which they were a part belonged to God (v.9).

. As a wise master builder, Paul laid the foundation for the establish-

ment of the congregation at Corinth and warned others to take care
how they built upon it (v.10).

. The foundation upon which the church was built is Jesus Christ

(3:11). He is that precious foundation stone that is tried and sure
that Isaiah prophesied concerning (Isa. 28:16).

. One must exercise care as to how converts are made, because they

will be tried by fire (vs.12-13; Matt. 28:18-20).

. Some converts will withstand trials and judgment, others will suffer

loss {vs.14-15: | Peter 1:7).
Honesty with those whom we teach demands that we present Jesus
Christ as the Only Foundation (v.11; II Tim. 2:19).

DISCUSSION:

L

JESUS IS THE ONLY FOUNDATION OF THE TRUTH.

A. He is the source of truth {John 1:17).

B. Jesus is the Truth (John 14:6).

C. His word is the truth (John 8:31-32).

D. All truth was revealed to apostles and prophets in the 1st
Century (John 16:13; Il Tim. 3:16-17; Il Peter 1:3).

E. The apostle’s doctrine is to be continued in today (Acts 2:42;

II John 9-11).

JESUS IS THE ONLY FOUNDATION OF THE GOSPEL.
A. The Facts of the Gospel are based on Jesus:
1. Jesus died for our sins (I Cor. 15:1-4; | Peter 2:24).
2. Jesus was buried (I Cor. 15:4; Matt. 27:57-60).
3. dJesus was resurrected (I Cor. 15:4; Acts 2:30-32).
B. Our response to the gospel parallels Jesus’ death, burial and
resurrection.
1. We must believe that Jesus died for our sins {Mark 16:15-
16; John 20:30-31).
2. We must repent of sins, for which Christ died (Acts 17:30-
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31; Luke 24:46-47).

3. We confess him as the Christ the Son of God (Act 2:36;
Rom. 10:9-10).

4, We are buried and raised with him in Baptism (Rom. 6:1-
4),

C. There is only one saving gospel.

1. The gospel of Christ is universal (Matt. 28:19-20; Mark
16:15-16).

2. It is God’s power to save (Rom. 1:16).

3. Perverters of it will be cursed (Gal. 1:6-9).

4, All who will not obey the gospel will be punished (Il Thess.
1:7-9).

1l. JESUS IS THE ONLY FOUNDATION OF THE CHURCH.
A. He is the founder and builder (Matt. 16:18).
B. He is the foundation and chief cornerstone {1 Cor. 3:11; Eph.
2:20; | Peter 2:4-8).
C. He is the head and the church is his body (Eph. 1:19-23).
D. His teaching is the fundamental doctrine of the church (Matt.
16:18-19).

[V. JESUS IS THE FOUNDATION OF JUDGMENT.
A. Jesus will be judge of all (John 5:28-29; Matt. 25:31-33).
B. Jesus’ word will be the standard of judgment (John 12:48;
Rev. 20:12-15).

CONCLUSION:

1. Jesus is the foundation upon which Christianity stands.

2. All the fundamental doctrines of Christianity were lain in the 1st
century and are still the pillars or Christianity today.

3. At the judgment, only those who are standing on the foundation
of Jesus Christ, will hear him say, “Come ye blessed of my father,
inherit the kingdom, prepared for you from the foundation of
the world.”
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My Grace Is Sufficient For Thee
II Cor. 12:9

Charles Blair

1. THERE IS NO SOUL WHICH CAN BE SAVED TODAY WITHOUT

THE GRACE OF GOD.
a. Such an important topic deserves our best efforts to understand
about the grace of God.
b. The understanding must come because we have opened up and
searched out the scriptures of God.
1) I Tim. 3:16-17
2) John 17:17
3) Col. 3:17

2. TODAY THERE IS A GREAT DEAL OF FALSE IDEAS ABOUT
THE GRACE OF GOD.

a. This is nothing new as Paul himself dealt with growing ideas
which did not come from God (Rom. 6:1-2).

b. The denominational world has long misunderstood the grace of
God.
1) This is seen in such doctrines as “faith only” and “once

saved, always saved.”

c. Now we have those trying to influence the church with false
ideas.

3. Before we can come to see the strength offered by God in our text
of Il Cor. 12:9, we must of necessity clear the air of the false in
order to get to the truth.

4. Once we clear the air, then we will turn to the passage in Corinth-
ians in order to find grace to help in time of need:

DISCUSSION:
I. LET US BEGIN TO CLEAR THE AIR BY LOOKING AT
THE PASSAGE ON GRACE FOUND IN Eph. 2:8-10:
A. A good Bible student should make the effort to understand
who is under consideration in any given passage:
1. Eph. 2:12 points to Paul’s audience as being the Gentiles.
2. Verse 19 of the chapter shows it to be Gentiles to whom
Paul is writing.
3. Eph. 3:1 shows it is the Gentiles.
B. Likewise, good Bible students will look to other passages which
may shed light on what they are studying.
1. Look with us now to the passage in Rom. 3:30.
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a. God saves the Jew, “by faith.”
1) That is, Jesus was a Jew and hence salvation came
“by the Jews” as a race of people.
b. God saves the Gentile, “through faith.”
1) Saving faith for the Gentiles was through faith.
c. The summation is that both Jew and Gentile are saved
by Jesus.
2. While here in Rom. 3, let us now consider verse 27.
a. The idea of boasting has been excluded.
1} If salvation was by the law of Moses, then the Jew
could boast or brag.
b. How was the boasting excluded?
1) Salvation is by the law of faith and not by the law
of Moses.
C. What then is under consideration in the passage in Ephesians?
1. Verse 8 “For by grace are ye saved...."
a. Who is under consideration in Paul’s writings here?
Gentiles,
b. According to Rom. 3:30, how is the Gentile saved? He
is saved through faith.
2. What does verse 8 show how the Gentile is saved by the
grace of God?
a. verse 8 “..through faith”
3. “..and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.”
a. dJesus was not a Gentile.
b. Salvation then did not come “of the Gentiles;” “of
yourselves."
4. verse 9 “Not of works...."”
a. Go back and read now from Rom. 3:27 and see who
it is that would try to boast.
b. The Jew would boast if salvation were of the law of
Moses.
c. “..lest any man should boast.”
5. verse 10 states “we” (both Jew and Gentile) are the
workmanship of God.
a. Verse 8 deals with how the Gentiles are saved by grace.
b. Verse 9 deals with the issue of Jews.

c. Verse 10 shows what it is all about. We are one in
Christ.

[I. ANOTHER COMMON ERROR TODAY IS THAT WE ARE
NO LONGER UNDER LAW BUT UNDER GRACE:
A. The idea here is that grace and law cannot function together.
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1. Rom. 6:23
2. John 1:17
B. A good example to look at now is the man, Noah.
1. Genesis 6:8 teaches that Noah found grace in the eyes of
the Lord.
2. 1John 3:4 shows that sin is a transgression of the law.
3. 1 Peter 3:20 reveals those of Noah’s day as being “disobe-
dient.”
a. If sin is breaking the law, then what did these people
do to be described as being “disobedient 2"
b. We have present here in the life and times of Noah
both the grace of God and the law of God.
C. The scriptures themselves serve as the best commentary on
what is the will of God concerning this or any other issue.
1. Rom. 8:2 “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”
2. Gal. 6:2 “the law of Christ"
3. Heb. 10:9 *“he taketh away the first, that he may
establish the second”
4. James 1:25 “perfect law of liberty"

STILL FURTHER, SOME ARGUE WE CAN DO NOTHING
TO CONTRIBUTE TO OUR OWN SALVATION:
A. This kind of language does not come from scripture but from
the doctrine of men.
1. Acts 2:40 “save yourselves”
2. Phil. 2:12 “work out your own salvation”
3. Heb. 5:9 “unto all them that obey him"

ANOTHER FALSE IDEA IS THAT WE ARE UNDER AN
“UMBRELLA OF GRACE" WHICH MEANS GOD WILL
SAVE US WITHOUT REPENTANCE OR CHANGE IN
OUR LIVES.

A. The law of God has changed at different times but the nature
of God does not change. cf. Heb. 13:8

B. Whatever we learn about the nature of God in the Old Testa-
ment should help us to understand God in the New Testa-
ment.

1. Rom. 154
2. Exodus 34:7 “by no means clear the guilty”

C. At least two passages in the New Testament will help us to
know how it is that God will justify a man or how it is that a
person will not be cleared of his guilt.

1. Acts 2:38
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2. 1John 1:7-10

V. NOW LET US TURN OUR ATTENTION TO I1 COR. 12:9.

A. Paul had received a great deal of revelations from God (v.7).

1. There was an apparent danger of Paul being lifted up in
pride.

2. For this reason, Paul was given a “thorn in the flesh."
No one knows what the thorn was, all we could do is
speculate.

3. Whatever it was is described as a “messenger of Satan.”
a. lt was something which “buffeted Paul.”

b. To *buffet” means to strike with the palm of the hand
or fist.
c. Paul was therefore suffering something physical.
B. Whatever it was, Paul sought God to remove it from him.

1. Paul believed it was in God’s power to remove this thing.

2. He asked the Lord on three occasions to remove it.

C. God’s answer to Paul is where we can find our strength for our
daily struggles in life.

1. My grace or help is sufficient for you to deal with this thing.

2. There is no statement here conceming doing wrong.

3. John 14:18

D. If there were no struggles for us in our life, we would soon
think we do not need God.

1. Consider these passages in that regard.

I Tim. 2:3
James 1:2-3
Rom. 5:3

[ Peter 4:16
Heb. 12:1

® oo op

CONCLUSION:

1.

God’s grace is something we cannot merit, deserve or earn.

a. The favor or help which He willingly gave to man through
Jesus, continues with us even today in our struggles.

b. No one can get to heaven without the help or favor of God.

In time of our weakness when we are tempted, let us tum and

trust in the grace of God to get us through it.

May each of us tell all we can about the marvelous grace of God

which bringeth salvation to mankind.

a. Titus 2:11-12
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For We Walk By Faith, Not By Sight

II Cor. 4:7

Terry Joe Kee

1. Paul's second epistle to the Corinthians was written about 57 A.D.
from Macedonia (Il Cor. 8, 9).
2. This epistle is written primarily to defend the apostleship of Paul.
3. The fifth chapter of Il Corinthians is the outgrowth of the final
verses of chapter four.
a. Paul has just said, “We faint not” (Il Cor. 4:16-18).
b. He speaks of the hope we have beyond the grave.
4. From our text we want to notice four things:

DISCUSSION:

I' uWEu

A. "We” are the children of God.

1.

2.

This is what God calls those who follow Him (Rom. 8:14-
17).
*We” who have come to Jesus can come only through the

gospel (Il Thess. 2:11-14).

3. “We” who have chosen to receive the Lord (John 1:11-12).
4,
5. “We” are the ones who have heard, believed, repented,

“We”" who are beloved of the Lord (I John 3:1).

confessed and been baptized into Christ (John 6:44-45;
John 8:24; Luke 13:3; Rom. 10:9-10; Rom. 6:3-4; Gal.
3:26-27).

B. “We” are the ones who have been washed in the blood of
Christ (Rev. 1:5; Acts 22:16; | Peter 1:18-19; 1 John 1:7).

II. “WALK"
A. The word “walk” is in the present tense, meaning continue or

keep on walking.
B. This word is used almost three hundred times in the Bible.

1.

2.

Used repeatedly to encourage and rebuke the Old Testa-
ment Jews to continue in the path that God has prescribed
{Deut. 5:33; Deut. 8:6).

This word is used to signify the spiritual activity demanded
of those who will live in such a way so as to please the

Lord.

C. What is the “walk” of a Christian?

1.

It is walking in newness of life (Rom. 6:4}.



10TH ANNUAL “SEEK THE OLD PATHS” LECTURES — JULY 1995 27

WoONIO R LN

It is walking after the Spirit (Rom. 8:4).

It is walking in honesty before men (Rom, 13:13).

It is walking by faith (Il Cor. 5:7).

It is walking in good works (Eph. 2:8-10).

It is a walk of love (Eph. 5:2).

We must all walk in wisdom (Col. 4:5).

We must walk in the truth (Il John 4).

We must walk after the commandments of the Lord
(Il John 6).

D. God also tells us how we must NOT walk.

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.

We must not walk after the flesh (Rom. 8:4).

We must not walk after the manner of men (I Cor. 3:3).
We must not walk in craftiness (Il Cor. 4:2).

We must not walk by sight (I Cor. 5:7).

We must not walk in the vanity of our minds (Eph. 4:17).

E. This walk is so important that we must “withdraw” ourselves
from all who walk disorderly (Il Thess. 3:6).

lII. “BY FAITH”

A. “Faith” is not a better felt than told experience.

1.
2.

Faith is not a subjective feeling we have about God, Christ
or things divine.

Faith is the firm persuasion and conviction based upon
objective truth, the New Testament.

B. Faith is that upon which we stand to walk.

1.

Faith is our “substance” (Heb. 11:1).

a. This word indicates faith is that which stands under us
and upon which we walk.

b. Our “substance” is rock solid and firm (Matt. 16:13-18;
[ Cor. 3:11).

¢. Our rock will lead us through the wilderness of sin, just
as Christ, that spiritual Rock, led the children of Israel
(1 Cor. 10:4).

Faith is based upon evidence (Heb. 11:1).

a. No one is asked to believe anything without sufficient
evidence to prove it.

b. Everything a Christian is to believe is based upon
evidence.

¢c. No one is called upon to walk before God without
proving that direction to be from God (I Thess. 5:21).

C. Faith is the assurance and confidence which sustains us
through life.

1.

No one can walk without this full assurance.
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a. Some are walking with little faith (Matt. 6:30).
b. Some are walking with no faith (Mark 4:40).

2. Christians must have great faith (Matt. 15:28).

D. Those who walk by faith are those who respect THE faith, the
systemn of faith, the gospel of Jesus Christ.

IV. “NOT BY SIGHT.”

A. The word “sight” here means “that which strikes the eye, that
which is exposed to view, it notes the external appearance,
form or shape.”

B. The believer is one who sets his eye on the invisible (Heb.
11:27).

C. Believers see the unseen and look for the eternal (Il Cor. 4:16-
18).

D. Paul is pleading for the Corinthian brethren to set their eyes on
the eternal and to quit being beset by earthly troubles, trials
and persecutions (Il Cor. 5:1-11).

E. One of the great dangers facing man is his desiring to see with
the naked eye every step, rather than trusting in God.

1. The multitude followed dJesus for the physical loaves and
fish, and walked away when the “bread of life” and “water
of life" were offered to them (John 6:35; John 4:14; Rev.
22:17).

2. That same multitude prefers the riches of this life to the
eternal riches of heaven (Matt. 6:24; I Tim. 6:9-10; Matt.
19:16-22; John 14:2; Rev. 21; Heb. 11:10; Eph. 3:8; Heb.
11:26).

3. By sight many look to the friendship of the world, rather
than the friendship of God (James 4:4; 2:23).

4. Many are walking by sight looking for the praise of men
rather than walking by faith to receive the praise of God
(John 12:42-43; Rom. 2:28-29).

5. Many can see the sickness of the body, but cannot see
their sickness of soul.

CONCLUSION:

1. Men must work to number themselves among the children of God.

2. Let us acknowledge that being in Christ involves walking in the
steps of the Savior.

3. Christians walk by faith, according to the will of God.

4. The eyes of Christians are set on things above, not on things on

this earth {Col. 3:1-3).
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‘The Corinthian Carnality
I Cor. 3:1-3; 6:9-11

Dan Bailey

1. Corinth was a very prosperous city.
a. Corinth was a wealthy city of commerce.
b. The prosperity of Corinth paved the way for its camality.
2. The principal deity worshiped was Venus.
a. Corinth prided itself in the goddess of “love, licentiousness,

lewdness.”
3. On the south side of the city there was a mountain about one-half

mile in height.

a. The temple of Venus stood on the northern slope of this
mountain.

b. By law there were a thousand public prostitutes who officiated
before Venus, “the goddess of love.”

4. The city of Corinth became the most corrupt, dissipated and most
effeminate city in Greece and no doubt the whole world.
5. Corinth was also known as a city of great refinement and learning.

a. But great refinement and learning will not save a single soul
(Luke 8:11; I Peter 1:23; James 1:18).

b. Corinth needed the gospel of Christ. Paul proclaimed that
precious gospel (I Cor. 1:18-26).

6. lt is ironic that Corinth was called “the light of Greece.”

a. It was from the city of Corinth that Paul wrote the book of
Romans stating what we read in Romans 1:14-17,

b. Acts 18:8 — “And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue,
believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the
Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.”

c. 1Cor. 4:15 — “For though ye have ten thousand instructers
in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus

I have begotten you through the gospel.”

DISCUSSION:
[. DEFINITIONS OF CARNALITY.
A. Noah Webster’s definition in 1856 (p. 176).

1. Carnality — “Fleshly lust or desires, or the indulgences of
those lusts; sensuality. 2. Grossness of mind or desire;
love of sensual pleasures.”

2. Carnal — “Pertaining to flesh; fleshly; sensual; opposed to

spiritual; as, carnal pleasure.”
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B. Read I Cor. 3:1-6.

1.

3.

Paul reproved the Corinthians for being carnal.

a. I Tim. 3:16-17 — The scriptures are profitable for
reproving.

b. Il Tim. 4:1-4 — Preachers are commanded to reprove
whenever it is needed.

Their carnality had prompted them to remain as babes in

Christ when they should have grown spiritually as Chris-

tians — | Peter 3:18 (see also Heb. 5:12-14)

Paul defines camality in | Cor. 3:3 as, “Envying, strife, and

division,” or in essence, “to walk as men” (Jer. 10:23).

C. Let us consider the Greek definitions of these words under
consideration.

1.

Carnal (sarkikos) — is defined by Thayer’s Greek Lexicon

as “having the nature of flesh” (p.569).

a. Thayer comments further by affirming that to be carnal
is to be “under the control of the animal appetites...
governed by mere human nature not by the Spirit of
God. Having its seat in the animal nature or roused by
the animal nature.”

b. The apostle John (I John 2:15-17).

c. “Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war
against the soul” (| Peter 2:11).

d. Paul wrote to the brethren in Rome (Rom. 8:1-2; 6:23).

e. Man must learn to control himself {Prov. 4:23).

f. He must learn to rise above the beasts of the field, for
man was created in the image of God (Gen. 1:26-27).

Envy (zelos) — This is the Greek word for zeal.

a. It is also defined as: “2. an envious and contentious
rivalry, jealousy” (Thayer, p.271).

b. “Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile,
and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,
as newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the
word, that ye may grow thereby" (I Peter 2;1-2).

Strife (eris) — “Contention, strife, wrangling” (Thayer,
p.249).
Division (dichostasia) — “dissension, division" (Thayer,
p.153).

The Corinthians were divided over men. They were
jealous and envious of one another. They were fighting

and contending with one another.
[ Cor. 1:10-15 Paul said...
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7. Brethren, whatever happened to Psalm 133:17 “Behold,
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity!”

D. Inl Cor. 6:9-10, we have another list of sins of a carnal nature
that the Corinthians engaged in prior to their conversion.

1. Fomication (pornes) — “a man who prostitutes his body to
another’s lust for hire, a male prostitute.” “A man who
indulges in unlawful sexual intercourse, a fornicator”
(Thayer, p.532}.

2. ldolater (eidololatres) — worshipper of idols.

3. Adulterer (moichos) — “a man guilty of adultery; a man
who has sexual commerce with any woman other than his
wife" (Webster, p.21).

4. Effeminate (malakos) — “Soft; soft to the touch.” “Of a
catamite, a male who submits his body to unnatural lewd-
ness” (Thayer, p.387).

5. Abusers of themselves with mankind (arsenokoites) — in
the singular, “one who lies with a male as with a female, a
sodomite” (Thayer, p.75).

6. Thieves (kleptes) — those who steal, embezle or pilfer
(Thayer, p.348).

7. Covetous (pleonektes) — “1. One eager to have more,
especially what belong to others. 2. Greedy of gain, covet-
ous” (Thayer, p.516). Luke 12:15

8. Drunkards (methusos) — “drunken, intoxicated” (Thayer,
p.396).

9. Revilers (loidoros) — “a railer, reviler” (Thayer, p.382).

10. Extortioner (harpax) — As an adjective, the word means
“rapacious or ravenous.” As a substantive, it means “a
robber, an extortioner” (Thayer, p.75). Webster defines it
as: “The act of extorting; the act or practice of wresting any
thing from a person by force, duress menaces, authority, as
by undue exercise of power; illegal exaction; illegal compul-
sion to pay money, or to do some other act” (p.428).

II. SOURCES OF CARNALITY.
A. Devil — Matt. 4:1; | Peter 5:8
B. Lust of man — James 1:13-15
C. Wicked companions — I Cor. 15:33; Prov. 1:10

III. SOLUTIONS TO CARNALITY.
A. If not a Christian, become one — Acts 26:28.
B. If one is a carnal child of God, repent and pray to God — Acts
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8:22.

C. Confess sins to God — I John 1:9.

D. Fear God and keep his commandments — Eccl. 12:13-14.

E. Love God — Matt. 22:37.

F. Study the Bible — II Tim. 2:15; Psalm 1:1-3; 119:18,97.

G. Watch and pray — Matt. 26:41.

H. Follow the golden rule — Matt. 7:12.

I.  Give God your whole heart — Psalm 119:2,10; Matt. 6:33.
CONCLUSION:

“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom
of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicator, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with man-
kind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God” (I Cor. 6:9-10).

One Body But Many Members
I Cor. 12:12-27

Virgil L. Hale

1. We live in a world of multiplicity.

2. lt is hard for some to grasp the fact that there can possibly be just
one of anything.

3. In our text and also in Rom. 12:1-8 Paul compares the church to
the human body.

DISCUSSION:
I. THERE IS ONE BODY.
A. Paul said “one,"” he meant “one” and there is “one” and only
“one.”
B. There are a number of passages that make this clear.
Eph. 4:4 ‘“one body"
In our text, I Cor. 12:20, “yet but one body"
Eph. 3:6 *“fellowheirs, and of the same body"
Rom. 12:4-5 “many members—one body” “being many”
Eph. 2:16 reconciliation is found “in ore body”

Gk D
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C. This one body is the one church.
1. Eph. 1:22-23 “the church which is his body"
2. Col. 1:18 “the body, the church”
3. Col. 3:15 “called in one body” .
D. Christ is the Head (one and only Head) of the one body.
1. Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18
2. Col. 2:19 “And not holding the Head, from which all the
body...."
3. The church is not a democracy.
E. Christ is the Saviour of the body (Eph. 5:23).
F. We are baptized into the one body (I Cor. 12:13).
G. We are also baptized into Christ (Rom. 6:4; Gal. 3:27).
1. If one is saved outside the body, he is saved outside of
Christ.
a. But in Christ we have:
1) “All spiritual blessings” (Eph. 1:3).
2) “Redemption” “the forgiveness of sins” {Eph. 1:7}.

. EVERY MEMBER IS IMPORTANT.

A. There are not any unimportant members of the body.
1. There are some who feel unimpertant, unneeded.
B. We all have different talents or abilities.
1. We are responsible to do what we can — not what we

can’t (Matt. 25:14-30).

2. The more ability we have, the more God expects of us.
C. Some, because of knowledge, experience and training can do

what others may not be able to do.

1. This is often the case with elders and preachers.

a. If other members do what they can, this frees the elders
and preacher to do more in the realm of teaching the
lost, etc.

b. However, let it be made clear that no one is more
important than another, nor are some too good to do
menial tasks.

1) Tam simply saying that each one is to do his or her
part, without exception.

c. We do have a Bible precedent for what I am trying
now to emphasize. Please read Acts 6:1-4.

D. There is to be no schism in the body.
1. Cannot accomplish what must be accomplished working
against each other.

a. Scissors are the only thing that can accomplish anything

working in opposite directions.
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E. We are to help other members care for aid — assist them.
1. We are not isolated from one another, but are in the same
body.
2. Note Gal. 6:10 — Our first responsibility is to other mem-
bers of the body.
ll. THERE MUST BE DISCIPLINE IN THE BODY.
A. Please note: | Cor. 5; [l Thess. 3:6,14-15.
B. There are times when we must give up a member of the
physical body in order to save our life.
1. Not because we want to, but because we must.
2. This is always painful, though necessary.
C. The same is true in the spiritual body of Christ — the church.
1. Discipline is for the good of the sinner.
a. It shows a love and concern for his soul.
2. Discipline is also for the good of the body, the church.
~a. ltalways hurts, but is necessary for the life of the body.
1} Sin must not be tolerated in the Lord’s church, His
body.
3. Lack of discipline does several things.
a. It shows a lack of love for the sinner.
b. It destroys respect for the church in the community.
c. It causes other members to feel that they can do as
they please with no fear of repercussions.
d. It definitely weakens the spiritual strength of the body.
4. [ am convinced that lack of discipline is responsible for
most of our problems in the home, in society, and in the
church.
CONCLUSION:
1. Are you a part of the body of Christ?
2. If so, are you doing your part in the body?
a. You are important, and need to recognize this!
3. Let us truly be “workers together with him" (Il Cor. 6:1).
4, We are “labourers together with God" (1 Cor. 3:9).
5. If we truly work together in the body and have God as our

partner, we will be successful.

a. There are many who work together, but God is not involved
in what they are doing.

b. Our “labor is not in vain” only if we are “in the Lord” (I Cor.
15:58).
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Instructions On Marriage #1
I Cor. 7:1-24

Kenneth Burleson

. Marriage is ordained of God (Gen. 2:18-24).

. Therefore, it is of utmost importance.

. Jesus spoke regarding it in Matt. 19:3-9.

. Paul taught on the subject of marriage, not only in | Cor. 7, but in

many other passages (cf. Eph. 5:22-31).

[l

. As we appreach this study we must do so with an epen mind. Let

the Bible teach us instead of entering into a study of the Bible with
pre-conceived ideas and therefore, trying to justify those ideas. One
cannot come to a knowledge of the truth except by taking what the
Bible teaches (John 8:32; 17:17).

DISCUSSICON:
I. TO MARRY OR NOT TO MARRY. { Cor. 7:1-7,
In this chapter Paul deals with the Corinthians questions about
the relationship of husbands and wives.
A. “It is good for a man not to touch a¢ woman” (v.1).

1.

2.
3.

4

Sometimes it is good not to marry. He is not setting aside
Gen. 2:24. Note: I Cor. 7:7,8,26,27,31,32.

It is because of the distress upon them (v.26) — the
persecution raging against the Christians at that time.
Marriage is honorable to all (Heb. 13:4).

It remains true that “i¢ is not good for man to be alone.”

B. “To avoid fornication” (v.2).

1.
2.

3.

Let each husband have his own wife.
Let each wife have her swn husband.
This emphasizes one wife and one husband.

C. The knowledge that each spouse must have (v.3).

1.
2.

1 Peter 3:7

The husband is to render unto the wife due benevolence
and likewise the wife unto the husband. {contro! of the
body}

a. The husband is to please the wife in her desires.

b. The wife is to please the husband in his desires.

If one fails in this it may cause the other to seek satisfaction
with others, thereby, committing fornication.

Fomication comes about most of the time because of the
ignorance of the need of the wife or husband.
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5. Marriage is for procreation and control of the body.
D. The power over one's body is by the other spouse (v.4).

1. In marriage, the power over one’s body is surrendered to
the other.

2. The wife has not the power over her own body to refuse
the mamiage privilege to the husband nor does the
husband have the power aver his own body to refuse the
marriage privilege to the wife.

3. Marriage is a holy bond.

4. No longer his and hers but ours because the two have
become one (Gen. 2:24; Matt. 19:5; Eph. 5:31).

E. These marriage rights must not be refused except by mutual

consent (v.5).

1. Fasting in this verse is sexual fast.

2. It is not to be for a prolonged time.

3. Must come together again that ye be not tempted.

4. Abstinence for a time (Ex. 19:15).

5. Incontinency — Lack of control. Satan tempts when one
does not have control.

6. Sex is not to just satisfy one’s self but to satisfy the other
partner (wife or husband).

F. ltis not a commandment not to many (v.6).

1. It is not a command to remain single but it is permissible
if you can control.

2. But if you cannot control you had better marry (v.9).

G. Each must act as he is able.

1. Paul said it would be better if all men were as he {able to
control) for he could live right without being married.

2. If one can live a faithful Christian life without being
matrried, then do so.

3. But, if one cannot control his desires then he had better

many.

1. PAUL SPEAKS TO THE UNMARRIED AND THE
MARRIED. 7:8-16
A. Paul speaks to the unmarried and widows (vs.8,9).

1.
2.

Again he says it is better for them to remain as he is (v.8).
What may have been best under the “distress” might not be
so under other conditions.

a. Marriage is honorable (Heb. 13:4).

b. Paul respects marriage (Eph. 5:23-31).

c. He spoke against the forbidding to marry (I Tim. 4:3).
Paul said young widows should marry (I Tim. 5:14).
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4. If they cannot contain their sexual desires it is better to
marry (v.9).

a. Better to marry than to burn.

b. Not in hell but burn in their lust (Rom. 1:27).

¢. Word used as sexual desire.

B. To the married (vs. 10-16).

1. Command of the Lord (v.10}.

a. Matt. 19:9; Matt. 5:32

b. It did not originate with Paul, but the Lord taught it in
the passages above.

c. This is not a distinction between inspired and unin-
spired. But, what Christ taught on earth and Paul
taught by inspiration.

2. If they do not obey verse 10 then let them remain un-
married or else be reconciled to their mate {(v.11). Note:
Some say that verses 10 and 11 pertain only to Christians
married to Christians and that verses 12 and 13 refer to
marriages of Christians to non-Christians. Therefore, they
have no relationship. They connect verses 10 and 11 to
Matt. 19:9 and thereby claiming Matt. 19:9 only applies to
Christians. lt is not the case that verses 12 and 13 have no
relationship with verses 10 and 11. Verses 12 and 13
identify specific cases over which the law of verses 10 and
11 apply. Verses 10 and 11 apply to all marriages and
verses 12 and 13 to specific marriages.

3. “But to the rest’ (vs.12,13).

a. This refers to the rest of the questions asked by the
Corinthians.

b. If the unbelieving wife is pleased to dwell with the
Christian husband let him not leave her.

¢. If the unbelieving husband is pleased to dwell with the
Christian wife let her not leave him.

4. The unbeliever is sanctified by the believer (v.14).

a. Unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife.

b. Unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband.

1} “Sanctified" does not mean they are Christians.

2) It means that their marriage is morally right and
recognized by God or else their children would be
illegitimate. Therefore, the children are holy.

5. Not under bondage (v.15).

a. If the unbeliever depart let him depart.

b. A brother or sister is not under bondage in such cases.
1) Some claim, based on this scripture, that the
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deserted Christian has a right to remarry.

2) This idea contradicts Matt. 19:9. The “except” in
Matt. 19:9 means that there is only one ground for
divorce and remarriage therefore 1 Cor. 7:15 does
not give another exception.

The “bondage” in this passage and the marriage “bond”

are two different matters.

So desertion does not give one the right to remarry.

It simply means that the Christian is not to give up his

faith and turn his back upon Christ in order to keep the

marriage together.

6. The believer may be able to save the unbeliever (v.16).

a.

b.

The Christian wife is to live with her husband if he
desires because she might be able to save him.

The Christian husband may be able to save his unbe-
lieving wife.

When one is in such a marriage he should not seek
separation, but live in such a way with that partner to
influence him to obey the gospel. This is the responsi-
bility for the Christian wife to her unbelieving husband
and the Christian husband to his unbelieving wife.

Instructions On Marriage, #2

I Cor. 7:25-40

Kenneth Burleson

1. Marriage is honorable {Heb. 13:4).

2. Marriage is to be a wonderful relationship.

3. There will be difficulties but if husband and wife love one another
they will be able to work through them.

DISCUSSION:
I. PAUL’S ADVICE TO VIRGINS. I Cor. 7:25-35
A. Now conceming virgins {v.25).
1. He could very well be speaking of man and woman.
2. Paul previously discussed the husband and wife relation-
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3.

ship.
Now he turns to those not yet married.

B. [ give my judgment (v.25).

1.
2.

This is inspired judgment.
Paul is writing by inspiration (I Cor. 14:37).

C. For the present distress (v.26).

1.
2.

It is good if you remain unmarried.
This is a peculiar situation.

D. Remain as you are (v.27).

el NS

9.

If you are married remain married.

If you are not married then remain unmarried.

Because of the distress, Paul discourages change.

The first time the word “loosed” in this verse is used it is
from the Greek word that means breaking up the marriage,
in another word, divorce.

The second time the word is used it is translated from the
Greek word that does not mean breaking up of the
marriage or divorce.

If it means the same as in the first, then Paul contradicts
what he said in verses 10 and 11.

In Matt. 19:9 Jesus said remarnrying without the cause of
fornication is adultery.

One cannot use the “seek not to be loosed” to justify living
in an adulterous marriage.

One abides in the Lord’s calling as long as it is in keeping
with the commandments of God.

E. If you do marry you have not sinned (v.28).

1.

2.
3.

If one cannot control himself and marries he has not
sinned.

If a virgin marries she has not sinned.

If you follow the advice or if you do not follow the advice
you are not involved in sin.

F. Paul gives reasons for not marnrying (vs.29-35).

1.

Paul's readers are encouraged to have as little to do with

the secular world as possible (vs.21-31).

a. Paul emphasizes the point that time is short that there
is some disaster in the making.

b. Paul states that during this time it is best not to marry.

Paul explains that the unmarried state leaves one in a

position to serve the Lord with fewer distractions

(vs.32-35).

a. One that has a family, for which to provide, does not
have as much time to do other service to the Lord.
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3.

4,

One that is not married has more time.
b. The married man is obligated to care for his family
(I Tim. 5:8).
¢. The unmarried man is careful for the things of the
Lord. His time is not divided between his wife and the
Lord. Neither would the unmarried woman have the
divided allegiance.
Paul did not intend that this advice be a snare unto them.
He did not want to lead them into temptation.
He wanted them to know that if they chose to marry that
his advice was not a command to restrain them from doing
so. It was for the distress {v.26).
As a rule among men and women the married state
promotes virtue and devotion more than does the un-
married state.

G. Paul advises the father regarding the marriage of his daughters
{vs. 36-38).

1.

Toward his virgin. This is the man’s daughter according to

verse 38.

a. During that time fathers arranged for the marriage of
their daughters without consulting them.

b. This is not the father marrying the daughter.

c. But the father arranging the marriage of his daughter.
d. If he thinks he has done wrong in forbidding her to
marry, let her marry he has not sinned in doing so.

e. If she cannot live satisfied in the unmarried state then
he is to allow her to be married.

“He that keepeth his virgin doeth well” (v.37).

a. If he is fully persuaded of the inexpediency of his
daughter’s marriage he is permitted to act on his best
judgment.

b. If he allows her to marry or if he keeps her from marry-
ing he has not sinned.

c. In either case he does right.

If he allows her to marry he doeth well. But if he giveth

her not in marriage he doeth better {v.38).

a. Paul did not give a command.

b. He leaves it to be settled by each individual case.

II. PAUL’S ADVICE TO WIDOWS REGARDING MARRIAGE.
vs. 39-40

A. The wife is bound by the law regarding marriage as long as
her husband liveth.
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1.
2.

3.

The teaching of the Bible is clear on the marriage contract.
It is for life.

It does not make any difference how men may try to
change God’s marriage law, the Bible remains true.

Any attempt to change it in any way lowers the state of
man.,

B. But if her husband be dead she is free to marry.

1.

2.
3.

“What therefore God hath joined together let not man
put asunder” (Matt. 19:6).

Rom. 7:1-4

Therefore, the death of a spouse leaves the survivor free to
marry again.

C. “Only in the Lord" (v.39).

1.

2.

It seems that in earlier centuries this was generally under-
stood that the widow may marry only a Christian.

But in recent years many have come to the conclusion that
it means that she may marry “only in harmony with God’s
will.” In other words she must not marry a man that is
unscripturally divorced.

The widow must marry a Christian. The phrase “only in
the Lord" refers to the husband not to the widow.

Why are children told to obey their parents “tn all things”
{Col. 3:20)? Because those parents are in the Lord {(Eph.
6:1). They are Christians.

There are many passages where “in the Lord” or “in
Christ” means Christians {Eph. 4:1; 6:21; Il Cor. 12:2;
Gal. 1:22; [ Thess. 2:14; 4:16).

D. According to Paul’s judgment the widow will be happier if she
remain unmarried (v.40).

1.

2.

Could be of different age since he told the younger widows
to marry (I Tim. 5:14).

Paul makes it clear that his judgment was inspired judg-
ment.
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Come Out From Among Them And

Be Ye Separate
Il Cor. 6:14-17

Nat Evans

1. Purpose: To present a discussion of some practical principles from
our text for our preaching and practice today.

2. Primary point: A pointed plea for the pursuit of purity and a clarion
call for separation from the world.

DISCUSSION:
. POINTING OUT THE PREACHER'S PRIDE AND JOY.

A

The context (Il Cor. 6:11—7:4) shows that the best way for
brethren to show appreciation for their preacher is for them to
separate from the world and live for Christ. “Greater joy have
I none than this, to hear of my Children walking in the
truth” (11l John 4; 1l John 4).

. PAUL’S PRESENTATION PROVIDES PROTECTION AND
PRESERVATION.

A
B.

Paul has opponents at Corinth (false teachers).

Paul gives a call for separation from the world and error, in

order to preserve their identity as a New Testament church.

It is still God’s will that preachers charge certain men not to

teach a different doctrine {I Tim. 1:3). Only sound doctrine

should be spoken or written (I Tim. 1:10; [ Tim. 4:16; Titus

2:1).

Evil is all about us. We must overcome it or be overcome by

it (Rom. 12:21), There is no such thing as a peaceful co-

existence with evil (Matt. 12:25,30). There must be a separ-

ation between the followers of Christ and those of the evil one.

This separation would include:

1. A separation from impenitent worldly brethren (I Cor.
5:1-13).

2. No spiritual fellowship with false teachers and their follow-
ers.

3. We must not extend an “In Christ” fellowship to those who
remain “Outside of Christ” (Gal. 3:26-27).

[II. PERILOUS PARTNERSHIPS PICTURED AND PROHIB-
ITED, Text Examined...
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A. “Do not be unequally yoked” (6:14).

1. Persons should not be so bound together that the believer
would be controlled by the unbeliever, thus hindering or
preventing him from serving the Lord.

2. Christians cannot have fellowship with false religious
systems (Il John 9-11). This principle here would include
religious denominations and fraternal organizations which
teach error and claim to offer spiritual benefits that can
only be found and enjoyed in the Lord’s church (Matt.
15:9,13; Eph. 13; Acts 2:47; Eph. 523).

B. “With unbelievers" (6:14).

1. Isn’t this a pitiful sight? A believer has his head under the
unbelievers yoke and is helping him pull the plow or
wagon of unbelief! A child of God should not be found in
union with those who repudiate any part of the word of
God. The only yoke we need to be wearing is the Lord’s
(Matt. 11:28-30).

2. We are to abstain from all connection and association with
unbelievers when such association identifies us with them
as being partakers with them in their evil.

IV. PECULIAR PAIRS.
A. “For what fellowship have righteousness and iniquity”

(6:14)?

1. The line is clearly drawn, there is no middle ground. They
are mutually exclusive; you cannot participate in both at
the same time.

2. Fellowship means partnership, participation, sharing
together. What partnership is there between right and
wrong? Answer, there is none.

B. “Or what communion hath light with darkness” (6:14)?

1. Light and darkness are also mutually exclusive. Where one
is the other is not. Darkness is the absence of light. God
is “Light” (I John 1:5). Jesus is the “Light" of the world
(John 1:9; 8:12). Christians are children of “Light” (Eph.
5:8). They have turned from “darkness” to “Light” (Acts
26:18). Christians are to walk in the “Light” of truth
(I John 1:7).

C. “And what concord hath Christ with Belial” (6:15)?

1. Belial is a name of Satan. The contrast is between the
forces of good and evil.

2. Christians should be separate from the wicked world as
Christ was separate from all the feelings, purposes, and
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plans of Satan. He had no participation with them. He
formed no union with them,
D. “Or what portion hath a believer with an unbeliever”

(6:15)?

1. God directs the life of the believer, Satan the unbeliever.
As subjects of their respective lords, what portion, partner-
ship, fellowship have they together? NONE.

E. “And what agreement hath a temple of God with idols"

(6:16)?

1. Just as idols had no place in the temple of God, enemies
of the gospel have no place for recognition of fellowship in
the church (Eph. 5:11).

F. “Agreement”

1. This word originally meant, “approved by putting together
the votes, depositing votes together.” False religions may
decide to fellowship each other and they often do, but
Christ’s church can not endorse them in their error. One
could just as well argue for the acceptance of idolatry in the
church today as to contend for fellowship with religious

error (Il John 9-11).

PLACE OF GOD’S PRESENCE.
A. “For we are a temple of the living God” (6:16).
1. “Living God,” is contrasted with lifeless, dead idols (I Thess.
1:9; Acts 14:15).
2. Paul brings together a group of Old Testament passages.
The purpose is:
a. To confirm that the church is God’s temple, and
therefore the place of God’s presence; and,
b. To give scriptural grounds for his exhortation that the
church should remain pure.

PERFECT-PROCLAMATION.
A. “Even as God said” (6:16).

1. We have here the New Testament's endorsement of the
Old Testament as being from God. Note: “even as God
said" {6:16). “Saith the Lord” (6:17). “Saith the Lord
Almighty” (6:18).

2. God’s Word is perfect. We can depend on it {Psa. 19:7).

PRICELESS PROVIDENTIAL PEARLS.
A. “I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people” (6:16).
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1.

Oh, how precious to know that God in heaven loves me
and cares for me (I Peter 5:7; John 3:16; Heb. 4:14-16).
He is with us and for us when we live for Him (Rom. 8:31,
32,37; Lev. 26:11-12; Ezek. 27:27; John 14:20,23).

VIlI. POINTED PREACHING ABOUT PURSUING PURITY AND

PERFECTION.

A. “Wherefore, Come ye out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch no unclean thing”
(v.17).

1.
2.

3.
4.

His concern is preserving the purity of the church.

“Come ye out,” denotes a complete separation from; leave
its activities alone.

We are to guard against evil associations (I Thess. 5:22).
By perfection here | mean maturity, trying to be complete
spiritually.

IX. PERFECT PARDON.
A. “And I will receive you” (v.17).

1.

2,
3. How wonderful the joy of the forgiveness of sins (Acts

4.

God will receive us when we come to him through Christ
(John 14:6; Eph. 1:7; Heb. 2:9).
Salvation is conditional {Heb. 5:8-9; Matt. 7:21).

2:38; Acts 8:29-40).

If we are not willing to come OUT (of the world), then
there won'’t be any going IN {into heaven) (Matt. 5:8; Heb.
12:14).

X. PRECIOUS PATERNAL PARTNERSHIP.
A. "And I will be to you as a Father, and ye shall be to me
sons and daughters” (v.18).

1.

(od has promised that he will love us and care for us, with
the tender care of a loving compassionate Father for his
children (Matt. 7:7-11; 6:32-33).

‘No higher honor can be conferred on mortals than to be

adopted into the family of God.

XI. PREEMINENT POWER.
A. “Saith the Lord Almighty" (v.18).

1.

He has all power and the term Almighty is applied to God
in contrast with the helplessness of idols.

2. God is able to protect and provide for his people when

they serve him and put their trust in Him (Prov. 3:5-6).
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XV,

XV.

XVIL

XVIL

XVIIL

PRECIOUS PROMISES PROVIDE PERSUASION.
A. “Having therefore these promises, beloved” (7:1).

1. These promises are so assuring that they should motivate
us to action. An appreciation for God’s great Love, Grace,
and Mercy ought to bring us to Him and motivate us to
faithfully serve Him {Rom. 2:4; Eph. 2:8-9; Gal. 5:6; John
14:15; 1 John 5:3).

PENITENT PLEDGE.
A. "Let us cleanse ourselves” {7:1).
1. This is not simply a one time cleansing, but refers to a
continuous process (I Cor. 9:27; Rom. 12:1-2).

2. We must ever be on guard against our enemy {[ Peter 5:8;
Eph. 6:10-17; James 1:21,27).

THE PROCESS OF BECOMING PERFECT (Complete).
A. “From all defilement of flesh and spirit" (7:1).
1. We should be willing to put aside everything that would in
any way defile either our body or spirit.

PROHIBITED PASSIONS.
A. “From all filthiness of the flesh” (7:1).
1. This would seem to refer to all sensual sins, such as that to
which the Corinthians had been addicted before they
became Christians (I Cor. 6:9-11).

PRESSING ON TOWARD THE PRIZE.
A. "Perfecting holiness” (7:1).
1. Every Christian is to strive to imitate Christ (I Peter 2:21).
Holiness is mandatory, it is not optional {Heb. 12:14).
B. Perfecting holiness, involves a continuous process. We are to
take the way of purity every time we are tempted to sin (I Cor.

10:12-13; Phil. 3:12-14).

PRUDENT PERSUASION.
A. “In the fear of God” (7:1).
1. Is fear a legitimate means of motivation today? Yes.
2. Love is the positive side, fear (awe, reverence) is the
negative. [.ove prompts one to do that which is pleasing

to God; whereas fear prompts one to refrain from what
displeases God. They work together (Eccl. 12:13-14).

PRACTICAL POINTS AND PRINCIPLES FOR PEOPLE IN
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XIX.

XX.

THE PRESENT.

A.

The saviour associated with sinners, but He never participated
with them in their sin. So we may mingle with them, without
partaking of their wicked feelings and plans, so for as we can
do them good, and exert over them a holy and saving influ-
ence {(Matt. 5:11-16). In all these situations, the Christian must
maintain his principles and seek to preserve a good con-
science. He must never compromise the principles of Chris-
tianity.

. Johnny Ramsey has well said, “We cannot walk in the narrow

path and the broad road at the same time.” “We cannot eat
at the Lord’s table and sop the devil’s gravy, too!” (Matt.
7:13-14)

Tolerating sin in the Lord’s body is not the loving thing to do
either for ourselves, the impenitent sinner, nor the Lord (Eph.
5:26-27). The tolerance of false doctrine and the teachers
thereof in the church is not a sign of maturity and love, but of
cowardice and comprormise. It shows a total disregard for the
authority of Christ.

It is a shame when our silence gives false teachers an advan-
tage. All that is necessary for evil to win is for good men to
remain silent.

PROGRESS OR POLLUTION?

A

Is it really progress when congregations ignore parts of God’s
word to please the people in order to promote their atten-
dance? Do we measure a congregation by whether or not the
worldly can fit right in and be comfortable in their sin? Must
we compromise truth and give up conviction to appeal to the
masses {Prov. 23:23; Gal. 1:6-9)? Departure from Geod’s truth
for any excuse is pollution and not progress.

PARALLEL PASSAGES.

A

II Tim. 2:19; 1John 2:15-17; Eph. 5:7-11; James 1:21,27;
4:4; Rom. 12:1-2; Eph, 5:26-27

PAYING THE PRICE TO FOLLOW THE PATTERN.

A.

Brethren, the last time 1 checked, to reprove did not mean to
be silent. When Paul said to, “stop the mouths of false
teachers,” | don’t believe he meant that these wolves should
be granted an open door and special invitations to come in
and gnaw on the sheep and to fleece the flock.

The admonition to come out and be separate and to have no
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fellowship with, does not mean to go and participate with them
in unauthorized practices such as the religious celebration of
special days such as Lent, Easter and the religious celebration
of Christmas, etc. The Scripture does not allow hobnobbing
with false teachers whether they are in the church or out of it
(Il John 9-11; Eph. 5:11).

COME QUT does not mean to STAY IN.

SEPARATION does not mean to be in UNION AND
COMPANY WITH.

To have NO FELLOWSHIP WITH (Eph. 5:11) does not mean
that it is alright to have SOME FELLOWSHIP WITH.

To MARK FALSE TEACHERS (Rom. 16:17,18) does not
mean to RUN WITH, MOLLY-CODDLE, OVER LOOK and to
GIVE FREE REIGN TO under the guise of academic freedom
or love.

. Some in our day want to leave the old paths. They want to

abandon the New Testament as a pattern. They want to open
the door of fellowship with those in error.

. Have we convinced ourselves that a certain amount of

immorality and toleration of error in a congregation is normal?
Compromise and Toleration of sin in the camp has brought
about this sad condition. Many are asleep spiritually (Rom.
13:11-14; Eph. 5:15). Brethren, WAKE UP! 