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single word in the text of a verse in the Bible 
may alter the meaning of an entire sentence. 
This altered meaning may divert the trend 
of an entire doctrinal revelation and teach the 
absolute opposite of the primary meaning. 
Does it seem reasonable that God would re­
veal a method of salvation and leave the ex­
pression of that method to the decision of fal­
lible men? 

This school fails to explain how it was that 
the prophets wrote many things which they 
did not understand. In the first chapter of 
Peter's first epistle, he tells how the prophets 
of old wrote things utterly beyond their com­
prehension. In that case, they must have 
received a verbal inspiration. Very often 
prophecies were given against the will of the 
speaker and contrary to his personal ideas 
and interests in the matter covered by his 
writing. 

The mind of man was created by God, and 
He is certainly able to use those minds to give 
His revelation in a literary style that differs 
according to each individual. Indeed, in the 
final analysis, an individual's literary style, as 
well as his every other gift, is derived from 
God. Therefore, if God spoke to and through 
an individual, it would be natural for Him to 
direct His message in terms common to that 
individual. VVe shall see later, however, that 
sometimes the revelation was given in words 
foreign to the vocabulary of the writer. 
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The remaining theory of inspiration is that 
of verbal inspiration. This theory states that 
the original autographs of the Scriptures were 
inspired of God and were, therefore, without 
error. It further contends for the fact that 
although the method by which the act was ac­
complished is not known, the words, as well 
as the thoughts of the Scriptures, were in­
spired by God. It does not greatly matter how 
God did it, if the fact can be sustained that 
He did so accomplish. 

There are, of course, objections to this the­
ory by all of the other schools of thought. 
Their first objection is that since we have on­
ly copies and translations and the original 
autographs are lost, we cannot know that our 
Bible is a correct copy. 

There are two answers that may be made 
to this objection. The first _is found in the law 
of evidence that governs all courts in our land 
today. Simon Greenleaf, author of "Treatise 
on the Law of Evidence," has compiled all of 
the accepted law that governs the presenta­
tion of evidence in our modern courts and has 
examined the credibility of the Scriptures in 
the light of our legal code. Citing one fact of 
law in support of the credibility of the text, 
we offer this paragraph: 

"In matters of public and general interest, 
all persons must be presitmed to be con­
versant, on the principle that individu,als 
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are presumed to be conversant with their 
own affairs." 

75 

To this paragraph we add another fact of law: 

"Every dorn,ment apparently ancient com­
ing from the proper repository or custody 
and bearing on its face no evident marks of 
forgery, the law presumes to be genuine 
and devoh.1es upon the opposing party the 
burden of proving it other·wise." 

Dr. Greenleaf then points out that the entire 
text of the Corpus Juris Civilis is received as 
authority in all the courts of continental Eu­
rope upon much weaker evidence of its gen­
uineness than that which supports the Scrip­
tures. 

The integrity of the text of the Bible has 
been preserved, beyond any moral possibility 
of corruption, by the jealousy of opposing 
sects. The text of the Roman civil law, how­
ever, has been preserved by tacit consent 
without the interest of any opposing school 
who would watch over and preserve the text 
from alteration. Therefore, this eminent au­
thority upon the law of evidence contends: 

"It is quite erroneous to sitppose that the 
Christian is bound to off er any fitrther 
proof of their genuineness or authenticity. 
It is for the objector to show them spuri­
ous, for on hini, by the plainest rules of 
law, lies the burden of proof." 
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If it should be objected that the originals 
are lost and that copies alone are now pro­
duced, the principles of American law afford 
a satisfactory answer to that objection. The 
multiplicity of copies was a public fact in the 
faithfulness of which all the Christian com­
munities had an interest. The law also con­
tends that in all such matters the prevailing 
ground of assertion is resorted to as evidence. 
So then in law, the persons who multiplied 
the copies of the Scriptures may be regarded 
as the agents of the Christian public. Such 
copies are entitled to an extraordinary degree 
of confidence and would be acceptable in any 
court of justice without the slightest hesita­
tion. 

Certainly it is unnecessary to argue with 
any student who has kept in contact with cur­
rent discoveries, that the multiplicity of cop­
ies is an early fact and that the prevailing cur­
rent of public opinion in the first centuries 
accredited both the Old Testament and the 
New. Any American or English court would 
have to accept them at their face value if they 
were offered as evidence, as the law recog­
nizes their complete credibility! 

We do not claim that our translations of the 
Bible are inspired, but we challenge the critic 
to recognize the superiority of an inexact copy 
of a perfect record over an inexact copy of an 
unreliable record! The contentions of mod­
ernism do not argue for a more reliable copy 
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than the conservative school pleads for it. On 
the contrary, the critical school questions the 
credibility of the original manuscripts and 
then challenges the reliability of the later 
translations. 

When we remember the Jewish reverence 
for the Old Testament, we can understand 
how that reverence inspired such accuracy 
and guards against carelessness or deliberate 
changes, that the ancients even counted the 
letters in every book to be sure that the copy 
was exact. 

It also seems reasonable to presume that if 
God inspired the originals He would have 
enough interest in the copies to guard them 
against errors so as to preserve their truth 
and power. 

The second objection of the critics to the 
school of verbal inspiration is the statement 
that thousands of various readings are found 
in the various manuscripts. They claim that 
differences in these manuscripts show that we 
cannot rely on the words. 

It should be a sufficient answer to this ob­
jection to note that if all the various readings 
were omitted, they would not affect one es­
sential historical fact or doctrinal teaching of 
the Scriptures. Any real discrepancies that 
are found between the older manuscripts are 
usually in the copying of numbers and are so 
glaringly apparent as copyists' errors that 
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they argue eloquently for the credibility of 
the balance of the text. 'fhese few and minor 
discrepancies in the recording of numbers 
may very well be due to the fact that some 
copyist made his record laboriously from a 
worn manuscript. 

The amazing unanimity in the text of all 
the most ancient manuscripts is a much more 
striking fact that every honest scholar admits! 
The variant readings are generally idiomatic 
and are of extremely minor importance. 

We would still contend that it is far better 
to have a verbally inspired manuscript with 
a few copyist's errors, than to have a fallible 
human document that still contained those 
admitted errors. Even though the revelation 
was given through fallible men, this alleged 
weakness of variation would count more 
against the "thought theory" of inspiration 
than it would against the verbal theory. Any 
able writer could take given words and re­
cord them with far more accuracy than he 
could take the thoughts of Deity and find 
appropriate words for them. A technician of­
ten dictates a record of his research to some 
stenographer who does not know the basic 
principles of the author's technique. Being 
a capable reporter, however, such a stenog­
rapher can express the words of the master 
just as he gives them to her. What folly it 
would be for the technician to give an untu­
tored stenographer the general idea and 
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let the recorder choose her own words and 
language! 

Certainly every writer of the Old Testa­
ment ( and several of the New Testament 
writers as well) maintain that the words 
they wrote it1ere spoken by God. 

As this is the subject of a following chapter, 
we will only take space to note here some of 
the names applied to the Scriptures. They are 
called variously: 

Oracles of God 
Word of God 
Word of the Lord 
Word of Life 
Word of Christ 
Word of Truth 
Word of Faith 

The only method of inspiration that is sug­
gested in the Bible itself is that God gave the 
words to the writers. Let the objector answer 
this query: Were the writers deceived, or 
were they trying to deceive others? 

The careful student cannot fail to note that 
the fulfilled prophecies of the Old Testament 
were fulfilled according to the verbal mean­
ing. 

Certain of the appeals to Scripture's author­
ity, made by the New Testament writers' 
phrase, "It is written," apply to the words of 
the text. 

Many of our difficulties in understanding 
certain paragraphs of the Bible disappear as 
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we note the precise language that is used. 
This seems to imply a verbal inspiration. 

It is also significant that the testimony of 
Jesus Christ was conclusively in favor of 
verbal inspiration. He stated that every word 
was to be fulfilled. In some cases He based 
some teachings on one word, or even upon the 
tense of the word. You will note such in­
stances in the twenty-second chapter of Mat­
thew and also in the twelfth chapter of Mark. 
In this latter reference, Jesus bases His con­
clusive utterance on the subject of immor­
tality on the tense of the verb "to be"! 

It might also be noted in passing that the 
men whom the Holy Spirit has used in the 
field of evangelism and missions, have been 
those who have relied upon and used the 
Scriptures as the literal word of God. You 
may search Christian history in vain to find 
one man who was an outstanding winner of 
souls or who added largely to the Kingdom 
of God in the hearts of men, who questioned 
the inspiration and credibility of the written 
word. Relying upon the doctrine of inspira­
tion, great souls have , accomplished great 
things for God which can be ascribed only to 
the power of the Book in which they mani­
fested this confidence. 

If we are seeking to establish our entire 
premise within the limits of internal evidence, 
we will examine the contents of this Book to 
see if it can establish the orthodox hypothesis. 
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The hand of man lends itself with a peculiar 
genius to diversity. The contradictory and 
scrambled accounts of a simple incident that 
is reported by a dozen average eyewitnesses 
have often been a matter of humorous interest 
in the law courts of every land. It seems to be 
impossible for men to agree on the bare es­
sentials of any record. And we have before us 
in our investigation what might be called the 
most diverse book in the world. 

The Bible has been called a book, but in 
reality it is two books. The Old Testament is 
a marvelously authenticated historical record 
covering the span of humanity from the cre­
ation of Adam until about the year 432 B. C. 
Then the voice of revelation is silent for al­
most five hundred years. When the five si­
lent centuries have swept across the face of 
the earth, the New Testament then makes its 
appearance, completing the record of that 
which was begun in the older portion of the 
Bible. The reason for this will be seen later. 
We merely comment now upon the fact that 
the Old and the New Testaments are two com­
plete and separate volumes. 

The problem of diversity is more complex 
than this, however, as both the Old and the 
New Testaments are made up of marvelous 
portions. 

In the Old Testament there are 39 complete 
books. In the New Testament there are 27 
books. The Bible, then, is a library of 66 
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books. Each one of them is complete in itself 
and is able to maintain its claim to a place in 
the Canon upon the basis of its own structure 
and content. 

The book is as diverse in the point of au­
thorship as it is marvelous in its numerical 
structure. It is impossible at this date to say 
how many writers contributed to the entire 
Bible. The number would depend upon how 
many scribes were used of the Holy Spirit to 
compile the record of the historical books that 
covered the period of the Kingdom Age. I and 
II Chronicles with I and II Kings cannot def­
initely be ascribed to any given person or 
persons at this late date. It is safe to say, how­
ever, that at least 40 writers from all classes 
of life contributed to the contents of the Bible. 

These writers were separated by approx­
imately 1600 years at the widest extreme. 
They wrote in at least three different lan­
guages and over a dozen periods and stages 
of culture and literary development. Further 
to complicate the problem of diversity, these 
forty writers embraced every subject that is 
known to the science of literature. And wher­
ever the writers of the Scriptures touched a 
subject, they brought the mastery of that sub­
ject to a state of perfection. 

We remember a number of years ago going 
into a camp in the Siskiyou Mountains with a 
group of boys from a large city. For the first 
three or four days the excitement of settling 
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themselves in camp kept the boys occupied so 
that they had no desire for entertainment at 
night other than that provided by their sleep­
ing bags. But toward the close of the first 
week, as we were sitting around the camp­
fire at night after supper, one of the boys said, 
"I wish I had brought something to read. I 
thought we would be so busy up here that 
there would be no time to spend in reading, 
· but I wish now that I had a book." I turned
to the boy and said, "I have plenty to read,
what do you want?" He replied, "I do not
believe you would have the kind of stuff I
like. I like adventure stories, with lots of
shooting and hairbreadth escapes." I joined
in the laughter that ringed the campfire and
said, "I have plenty of that kind of reading.
You wait here and I'll bring a book and we'll
all read it together."

I went to my knapsack and got out my Bible 
and came back to join the circle around the 
fire. As I sat down next to this lad, whose 
literary hunger had occasioned the conversa­
tion, he looked at my Bible and his face fell. 
In a disgruntled tone he said, "A Bible! I 
wouldn't care for that!" I smiled at his doleful 
countenance and said, "Now you pin back 
your ears and listen while I read you some­
thing you perhaps did not know was in here." 

I turned to that thrilling story of the two 
intrepid spies who had disguised themselves 
and found their way into the beleaguered city. 
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With suspense we followed them throughout 
their adventurous day, speculating on the in­
formation they gathered concerning the en­
emy's resources, to be incorporated in their 
later report to their commanding general. We 
were with them in spirit when in the dusk 
of the eve their disguise was penetrated and 
the city rose with a hue and cry seeking their 
lives. We held our breath with them as they 
took refuge in the humble habitation on the 
city walls and heard the pursuit stamp about 
their ears. As we read how a courageous wo­
man lowered them in a basket in the darkness 
of the night, the charmed spell was broken 
by a boy who said, "How high was the wall?" 
When we replied, "Forty feet," he stated in 
a tone of conviction that brooked no discus­
sion, "I wouldn't want any woman lowering 
me forty feet on the end of a piece of string!" 

We turned from this record to the entranc­
ing tale of the courageous young prince who 
was fleeing for his life down the corridors of 
the palace, and took refuge in the bedchamber 
of the princess. We read to the completion of 
the story, how that the noble maid hid the 
endangered young man under her bedclothes, 
and how in gratitude he married her and they 
lived happily ever after. 

An hour was spent in the circle of flame, 
reading of high-hearted courage as men bat­
tled for their very lives. When we finished, 
the young objector said, "Boys, I didn't know 
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what I have been missing. From now on I am 
going to read the Bible." 

This is perhaps a crude illustration of what 
we mean by perfection in every branch of li­
terature that the art of man has devised. Are 
you perchance fond of poetry? The whole 
civilized world is familiar with at least one 
poem which begins: 

"The Lord is my shepherd, 
No want shall I know; 
He maketh me down to lie 
In pastures green, he leadeth me 
The quiet waters by." 

So soul-stirring and perfect is the poetry of 
the Old Testament that even the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the hour of His anguish was content 
to take upon His suffering lips the words of 
one of those psalms. 

History is there also, in a most remarkable 
perfection. Indeed, we are living in a day 
when much of the history taught in our class­
rooms and contained in our schoolbooks is be­
ing revised through the demands of arche­
ology to bring it into absolute confirmation 
with the statements of the Old Testament 
text. It doesn't matter whether it is oration, 
proverb, law or romance, you will find per­
fection in that field in the pages of the Bible! 

It is reported that when the late Benjamin 
Franklin was our ambassador to the court of 
France, the eminent sage joined himself to a 
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French literary society of infidels. It was the 
rule in this club that each member, in turn, 
should write an original story and submit it 
for the criticism of his fellow members. 

When Mr. Franklins turn came, he labo­
riously copied by hand the entire Book of 
Ruth and read it to the assembled company. 
When he finished the reading and laid the 
manuscript upon the table, there was a mo­
ment of absolute silence as the perfection of 
the story shed its hush in the hearts of those 
who had heard. Then with a storm of ap- . 
plause, the leader arose and demanded that 
Mr. Franklin give them permission to print 
the story and spread it broadcast over the 
face of the earth. The Chairman of the meet­
ing said, "Mr. Franklin, that is the only per­
fect love story this world has ever heard. It 
shall be our pleasure, with your permission, 
to print it and spread it as far abroad as hu­
man genius may permit." Mr. Franklin smil­
ed a:µd shook his head, replying: "I am sorry 
that I cannot give you permission to print the 
tale." In some surprise the Chairman asked, 
"Why not?" "Because," said Mr. Franklin, 
"it has already been printed and distributed 
widely over the face of the earth." In chagrin 
and perplexity the Chairman said, "Where 
has this story appeared that we have missed 
it?" Bowing as he took his leave, Mr. Frank­
lin delivered a Parthian shot by saying, "You 
will find it, Mr. Chairman, in that Bible which 
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you profess to despise, but of whose contents 
you apparently know so little." 

So we see that it does not matter in what 
field of literary endeavor we search, perfec­
tion is found in the pages of the Scriptures. 
In addition to this, the writers of the Bible 
have dared to adventure into a realm where 
human reason and wisdom know better than 
to thrust their way. This is the field of 
prophecy. 

The prophecies of the Scriptures must con­
stitute a chapter by themselves. We add that 
theme to the score of Biblical perfections in a 
literary realm merely to complete the tale of 
its diversity. It will be conceded that herein 
lies no human possiblity of agreement. Two 
score authors writing 66 books, over 1600 
years of time, covering every sphere of liter­
ature in three different languages, without 
collusion, could no more agree than could oil 
and water be made to mix. That is, if they 
were limited to human wisdom. 

The reader himself knows that if a dozen 
men were asked to take a look at a common 
object by the curbstone, such as a Model T 
Ford, and thirty minutes later give a descrip­
tion of what they had seen, there would be a 
different description from every witness. 
They would disagree as to both major and 
minor details, for it is humanly impossible 
for men to see the same thing eye to eye. 
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Against the background of this diversity let 
us consider the marvel of the absolute unity 
of the book that is the Bible. It is true that 
the Old Testament is a complete book, and 
that the New Testament also stands by itself. 
It is equally true that the two cannot be sep­
arated! 

We remember years ago in Los Angeles 
that a young friend was driving home in the 
dull light of the gloaming, when the head-
lights on the car were not much aid and the 
daylight was too dim to suffice. Coming out 
Sixth Street on his way to Hollywood, this 
young friend hit the steep hill at Figuruoa 
Street, where Sixth Street starts up a sharp 
declivity. The lad was a skilled and able 
driver whose trained eye could discern clear­
ances almost to the inch. Not desiring to shift 
gears on the hill, he was jockeying for a run­
ning start as he came into the intersection. 

Looking to his left he saw that the road was 
clear, but from the right two cars fairly close 
together were coming along. He saw that •he 
did not have room to pass in front of the first 
car, but thought he could �lip in between that 
and the following one. So he braked for just 
a second, then stepped on his throttle and shot 
into the opening between the two cars. The 
young man was right, his skilled eye had not 
deceived him. There was just room for him to 
pass comfortably between the two cars. As he 
got between them, however, he saw what he 



THE NEED OF REVELATION 89 

had failed to discern sooner, namely, that the 
first car was towing the second one and they 
were fastened together by a steel cable. When 
George got through paying bills on that 
smash-up, he had learned that you cannot cut 
between two things that are bound together! 

Many critics have had this experience with 
the Old Testament and the New. 

They are bound together irrevocably and 
finally by the fact of prophecy and its ful­
fillment. 

The Old Testament contains the beginning 
of every doctrine and precept of the New 
Testament, while the New Testament con­
tains the conclusion of every matter that is 
begun in the Old. 

They are bound together in a unified whole 
that argues for supervision of the writers in 
every minute detail. It has truthfully been 
said that in the Old Testament the New Testa­
ment is concealed, and in the New Testament 
the Old Testament is revealed. 

It may again be stated that in the Old Tes­
tament the New Testament is enfolded, and 
in the New Testament the Old Testament is 
unfolded. 

The late Dr. A. T. Pierson once remarked 
that the unity of the entire Bible can be un­
derstood only in the light of its single theme. 
The theme of the Bible is "Someone." The 
Old Testament may ,be analyzed about this 
phrase: "Someone is coming." The first prom-
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ise of His coming is in the third chapter of 
Genesis when the Seed of the woman is an­
nounced Who shall bruise the serpent's head. 
From this first book of Moses to the last chap­
ter of Malachi, every prophet and writer is 
peering ahead to Him who shall come. 

The theme of the four Gospels is "Someone 
has come." We might quote the simple case of 
the disciple who said to his brother, "Come 
and see. We have found Him of whom Moses 
and the prophets did speak!" The structure 
of the four Gospels deals entirely with the 
fulfillment of those prophecies and the com­
ing of Him who was to be Saviour and Lord. 

When He came, however, He was rejected, 
spurned and crucified. Rising from the dead 
after the third day, He ascended into Heaven; 
and all the rest of the New Testament can be 
analyzed about the theme, "Someone is com­
ing again." 

So the theme of the entire Bible binds its 
many sections into a unified whole under the 
supervision of one authoritative mind. 

Wherever we look, this unity is manifest. 
For instance, every book in the Old Testa­

ment has its complement in some book of the 
New Testament. How can anyone read intelli­
gently the Book of Luke until he has mastered 
the writings of Isaiah? 

And what chance is there to comprehend 
Isaiah without the illumination of the Book 
of Luke? 
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No intelligent student would try to under­
stand the Epistle to the Hebrews except 
against the background of the Book of Levit­
icus: 

As an instance of this type of comparison 
the reader might have great enjoyment in 
contrasting Genesis, the first book of the Bi­
ble, with Revelation, the last book of the Bi­
ble. He would find more than three-score and 
ten subjects which, beginning in the Book of 
Genesis, continue in the other books of the 
Bible to find their final consummation in the 
Book of Revelation. As an instance we might 
submit this short list: 

Genesis begins with the creation of the heav­
en and the earth. 

Revelation ends with the creation of the new 
Heaven and the new earth. 

Genesis begins with man in the garden of 
Eden. 

Revelation ends with man back in Eden's 
garden. 

In Genesis man meets Satan, is vanquished 
and falls. 

In Revelation Satan meets the new man, is 
cast out of Heaven and the Kingdom he 
has usurped is taken from him. 

In Genesis man is cast out of the garden of 
Eden for fear that he might eat of the 
Tree of Life and live forever. 

In Revelation the redeemed man is invited to 
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eat of the Tree of Life in order that he 
might live forever. 

And so on through scores of such compar­
isons the Genesis record is consummated in 
Revelation's pages. 

The same thing is true of other sections of 
the Bible. In the book of Isaiah, for instance, 
we have a Bible in epitome. 

The Bible is composed of the Old Testa­
ment and the new. There are two sections to 
the writings of Isaiah. 

In the Old Testament there are 39 books. 
In the New Testament 27. 

Isaiah begins where Genesis begins, with a 
sinful man in the presence of his Maker. 
Isaiah ends where Revelation ends, with the 
new Heaven and the new earth that shall 
never pass away. 

Unity in diversity to such a marvelous ex­
tent cannot be ascribed to accident. If 40 men 
wrote 66 books on every subject known to 
literature and no writer ever contradicted 
any other writer in any single premise, the 
evidence for collusion is overwhelming. Yet 
these men, separated by sixteen centuries, 
had neither time nor opportunity to compare 
notes. The only possible explanation is that 
one mind supervised, or dictated, the entire 
record, thus keeping it free from contradic­
tion or error! 

In this argument of unity in diversity there 
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is a proof for inspiration that the critic has 
never been able to set aside. The explanation 
that God Himself has made of this phenom­
enal situation is found in the opening verses 
of the Hebrew Epistle: 

"God who at sundry times and in divers 
manners spake in time past unto the fathers 
by the prophets hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by His Son." 

In the Word of God we have, from the 
one true and living God, a revelation that 
human reason could not have produced. 
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CHAPTER IV 

The Claims of the Prophets 

T
HE argument for inspiration that is here 
presented, constitutes an evidence of that 

fact which would prove to be an embarrass­
ment to any critic that professed mental hon­
esty or reverence for the Bible. When we ob­
serve so simple and historic a fact as the rec­
ords of victories that have been wrought by the 
influence of the Book in the affairs of men 
and nations, we are faced with an argument 
or proof for the divine origin of its contents 
that must be apparent to every thoughtful ob­
server. This evidence is dependent for its 
greatest force upon the claims the writers 
themselves make. Vvithout exception, every 
writer of the Bible ascribes his material to 
God, and states that the Spirit of God gave 
him the matter and the subject material with 
which the writer deals. In a sense, they view 
themselves as the amanuenses of the Al­
mighty! 

The Old Testament, especially, is full of 
such phrases as "Thus saith the Lord." Any 
honest investigator who carefully examines 
the writing prophets is struck at once with 
the consistency and frequency of this claim. 

97 

4 
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We meet the same idea in such verses as these: 
"The word of the Lord came unto the proph­
et Isaiah, saying,"- after which the writer 
gives the record of what God had spoken to
him. Again, we find such statements as this, 
"Moreover, the word of the Lord came to me 
saying, Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, 
saying, Thus saith the Lord ... " Whereupon 
Jeremiah delivers a verbal message which he 
says God gave to him! This same writer often 
uses this phrase-"The word that came to 
Jeremiah from the Lord, saying . . ." 

Every one of the Old Testament writers 
used such definite expressions as these. They 
customarily wrote of God speaking to them 
in audible tones, in words that they could 
comprehend and transcribe for the edification 
of those who would listen. They claimed that 
God spoke by a voice, and that they became 
His messengers to the nation. . U .. a careful ··­
.�9untJs. made

t 
the .prophets of .the old .age .... 

stated this fact more than two thousand times 
in tJ:ie. thtrJy:niP&J1CJQ}i�.·CJ±Jhe. QJc:! Te.�t�!I!en !: ..
In the light of this fact, there are only two 
possible views to take of the matter. Either 
God did speak to these men, and they wrote 
thus by inspiration, or they were the most 
consistent liars the earth ever saw! To tell 
more than two thousand lies on one subject 
seems to be a record that will long stand, even 
among the accomplished ranks of such experts 
as fishermen! To emphasize this fact we re-
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peat: The writers of the Bible said more than 
two thousand times, "God spake these words." 
Either He did so, or they falsified. 

The latter conclusion is not admissible, in 
view of the great good that these writings 
have accoµiplished. We have heard men ar­
gue that it is permissible to do evil that good 
may come of it, but the fact remains that 
nought but evil ever comes out of evil. In 
other words, one cannot build a good house 
on a rotten foundation. So if the Bible rests 
upon a tissue of lies, it is a foregone conclu­
sion that its influence will not be for good. 
And that the Bible has done good is admitted 
even by its enemies. Men have been redeemed 
and strengthened by its influence, nations 
have been lifted by its power, and wherever 
its light has shone life has improved in exact 
proportion to the amount of reverence and 
obedience men have accorded its teachings. 
This claim of the writers, therefore, is at least 
entitled to consideration. 

As a demonstration of the sincerity and 
extent of these claims, let us examine the tes­
timony of one or two of these writers. Since 
Moses is the first writer in the orderly ar­
rangement of the Bible as we know it today, 
let us hear his testimony first of all. 

When we read the writings of Moses, in the 
first five books of the Bible, we are at once 
struck with the simplicity and weight of his 
evidence. The book of Exodus will lend itself 
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to this investigation better, perhaps, than any 
other, so we will examine that one first. Sta­
tistically viewed, .. Exodus contai:p.s .. 40 _chap-
. ters. In those .. 40. chapter�. it .. is_stated 161 __ -
tim�. "God _§D;:1.kethese .wQrds.' That is an 
average of a little more than four times to 
each chapter. Not once did the writer say, 
"God suggested or inspired these thoitghts," 
but on each occasion he said, "God spake 
these words." 

This brings us at once to the heart of the 
modern controversy, as to whether or not God 
did or could talk to men in an audible voice, a 
spoken sound that the ear of man could ac­
tually hear. The skepticism of the modern 
age says He could not, but reason is not so 
sure! We generally concede that we have got­
ten all our powers from the Creator; here, 
then, is a strange and anomalous situation. 
The Creator has endowed all mankind with a 
power that He Himself does not have; there­
fore we, the creatures, are superior to the 
Creator! Men can speak and communicate 
their ideas in intelligible words, but deny that 
the God who made man can do so great a 
thing. What sort of a god is the god of mod­
ernism and infidelity? He is certainly not 
the God of Christianity, for the Christian con­
cept of God may be put in three words: "God 
is able." 

While we are on this subject, it may be 
asked incidentally, where did man get the gift 
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of speech? This is indeed the major mystery 
of anthropology. There is no race of man that 
does not have an admirable and well develop­
ed system of oral communication, and there 
is not the slightest evidence that such a race 
ever did live. As far back as research has 
been able to push the antiquity of man, we 
find the ancients in possession of oral com­
munication, and well versed in the art of writ­
ing, as well. Where and how did the race ac­
quire this high culture, which animals all 
lack? The answer is locked up in a simple 
fact, often observed by the reader, but per­
haps never followed through to a logical con­
clusion. That fact is found in the reader's own 
personal experience: Where did you learn to 
talk? You learned by hearing the older folks, 
your father, mother, brothers and sisters. 
Where did they learn to talk? From their 
elders. There is no other conclusion. 

Now, so certain is this fact, we can say with 
assurance, that if twenty normal and healthy 
babies were all placed on an island, or in some 
other isolated place, and raised by a nurse 
who was a deaf mute, when the children 
reached maturity they would be unable to 
communicate in a spoken and intelligible lan­
guage. "'ilve learn the art of speech by hearing. 
And if one is born totally deaf, even though 
all the vocal cords are normal, such a one is 
mute through life! In view of this fact, there 
is only one sane, reasonable, and scientific 



102 INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF INSPIRATION 

answer to the query concerning the origin of 
the art of speech. Once again Moses is to the 
fore with a credible explanation, when he tells 
us that the first man walked in the garden of 
Eden with God his Creator, and that God 
talked with the first parents of all the race! 
So Adam and Eve passed on to their children 
what they had learned from God, and by the 
same method! 

When Moses states that "God spake these 
words" he is making a clear and explicit state­
ment of fact, and he meant those words just as 
we would mean them today. For emphasis, 
Moses reiterated that statement 160 times, 
and that seems emphatic enough for all sens­
ible people. But the fact is further emphasiz­
ed, when we note the structure of Exodus. 
Like other books, it is just words. Nothing 
else than words, and if God did not inspire the 
words, what did He inspire?One. schootgf 
c:r:iticigr1.sJlY.§ .. thgtJ,1gc:ti;n§pjre!i.t.b.e.1hoJJghts. 
He desired man to remember but left it to · ·�-··-··· ·······�·, •--•··•··"•·•··-••···········- ,.,, .L •. , , , ,.,,,.,,,,.,. , .. ,,, .. , 

each writf::!r to chooseJ1is own words ... 1\$ we 
have_. show;n .. in the.J1revio1is. gb,gpt�.r, .. snclt �
po§iJ;fon is untenableL H9w can men.thin}{ 
without words? }ust tryJoframe,developgr 
express thcg,1ghts,,withput words, _and 13ee how 
far yolJ get! 

When we count the words in Exodus, there 
are .... just .. 31,�JiQ. in.Jhe __ entirn .. J:>ook,. Counting 
the ones out of that total that are reported just 
as they fell from the voice of God upon the 
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listening ear of Moses, there are 15,750 words 
that were spoken by Deity. That means that 
of this one book, 48 per cent of its entire con­
tents are a reporter's record of the spoken 
word of God Himself! The balance of the 
book is composed of the account of an eyewit­
ness of the things that are recorded in Exodus, 
as that eyewitness was guided in his writing 
by the Holy Spirit. Therefore the other 52 
per cent is equally authoritative. 

That point deserves some notice, lest the 
ignorant or thoughtless might say, "If only 48 
per cent of the book consists of God's spoken 
words, the balance is not inspired." Such is 
not the case, as we see from the predication 
of the record, in the fourth chapter of Exodus. 
For the sake of brevity, we give a condensed 
and colloquial account, but one that does not 
deviate from the exact meaning of the literal 
words of the record, as the reader can see for 
himself by reading chapters three and four. 
Briefly, the story is this: While Moses was 
tending his flocks upon the plains of Midian, 
he was astounded to see a bush burning with 
bright intensity, but which was not consumed. 
As he drew near to examine the strange cir­
cumstance of a fire that did not destroy, God 
spoke to him, with an audible voice, out of 
the bush of flame. The message that God gave 
was simple, being a commission to Moses to 
lead the children of Israel out of the long 
bondage of Egyptian slavery. 
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Moses demurred, and sought to escape the 
unwelcome task. He was a fugitive from 
Egyptian law, and contented in his Midian 
home. The excuse he offered for refusing the 
commission of God is a common one today. 
He said, "Lord, I am not a fluent speaker." 
The Lord replied, "Who made man's mouth? 
Who gave to man the gift of speech, and the 
power to hear? Did not I so create him?" 

Still seeking to evade the call, Moses said, 
in effect, "Send any one you wish, so long as 
it is not me!" 

The anger of God was kindled against the 
stubbornness of Moses, and He said, "There is 
thy brother Aaron. I know that he is a fluent 
speaker. Now go, and I will be with thy mouth 
and with his mouth. I will give thee the 
words, and thou shalt tell him what to say!" 

In that simple account two facts stand out 
with amazing clarity. The first one is, that 
God and Moses talked back and forth in an 
understanding manner, each able to compre­
hend the words of the other, and each able to 
express himself so that the other could under­
stand. To put it simply, they spoke words! 
The other clear fact is the promise of God, 
that if Moses would undertake the task, God 
would give him a spokesman, but that God 
would give Moses the necessary words for 
himself, as well as those that he should pass 
on to his personal minister, Aaron. 

To summarize it in the simplest terms, we 
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may say that although only 48 per cent of the 
Book of Exodus consists of the literal and 
spoken words of God himself, the other 52 per 
cent are thus authenticated in this promise 
and pledge of the Lord. This simple but 
graphic account is the solemn record of an 
eyewitness, whose testimony has never been 
successfully refuted by any reputable or cred­
ible evidence, from that day to the present 
hour. Indeed, it is too late to seek refutation 
now, as all the eyewitnesses are long since 
dead, and there is no other type or source of 
evidence that an honest court would or could 
admit! Estimating the number of those who 
left Egypt and participated in the h�gt1;:.g, as a 
probable total of two and a half million, and 
remembering that they all, without exception, 
heard the voice of God speaking out of heav­
en, we have a host of witnesses that could 
not have been mistaken or deceived. 

We are all familiar with the baseless and 
contemptuous contention of modern infidelity, 
which seeks to make out a circumstantial and 
theoretical case, on the assumption that Mos­
es was a charlatan and a deceiver. These false 
teachers tell us that Moses climbed a moun­
tain and stayed hidden from the sight of the 
people for forty days and nights, and then 
came back and told them that he had been 
talking with God, and that they should as he 
told them, having God's orders to that effect. 
The people, according to this silly theory, 
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were gullible enough to believe Moses, and 
they accepted his statement at its face value. 
But the "modern mind' is too shrewd to be 
taken in by such tricks, and so its possessors 
discount the credibility of the ancients. 

The theory breaks down, however, as do all 
theories of modern infidelity, when it is ex­
:amined in the light of the facts in the case. 
For the record as given in the 19th chapter of 
Exodus shows that the entire nation heard God 
speak to Moses and to them! God spoke to 
Moses and told him that after three days of 
preparation and prayer, He would come to the 
mountain of Sinai and speak in the sight and 
hearing of the entire people. After the lapse 
of three days; every soul in the company gath­
ered near the foot of the mountain to wait and 
see what might transpire. They saw and heard 
plenty! The mountain was sheathed in flame 
and thunder, and it shuddered and smoked. 
Out of the fearsome clouds that covered its 
summit, God spoke "with a voice" and Moses 
answered him! All the people heard and 
trembled. 

Frightened beyond measure, the people 
pleaded with Moses to do the rest of his talk­
ing with God where they could not be affect­
ed. They sa.id, "Did ever a people hear the 
voice of God, as we have heard it, and survive 
the experience? We have seen this day that 
God doth talk with man, and that He liveth! 
If we hear this awful voice any more, we shall 
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die! For who is there of all flesh, that hath 
heard the voice of the living God speaking out 
of the midst of the fire, as we have, and lived? 
Go thou near, and hear all that the Lord our 
God shall say, and speak thou unto us all that 
the Lord our God shall say, and we will hear 
it, and do it!" Thus it becomes apparent that 
Moses did not seek to deceive the people to 
gain power over them through their supersti­
tious fears, but rather that they besought 
him to be their mediator. He left for the 
mountain top at the specific request of the 
elders and leaders of the people. 

Forty years later, on the verge of the prom­
ised land, Moses reminded the people of this, 
as stated in the fifth chapter of Deuteronomy. 
He made a lengthy recapitulation of the af­
fair that we have so briefly condensed in the 
foregoing paragraph, and was not contradict­
ed at that time nor at any time later. The 
people remembered the dread experience, and 
accepted the later revelations that God made 
through Moses as being the authoritative 
word of God to and for them. Who is there 
alive today that is qualified to dispute the 
word of these two million and more eyewit­
nesses? The historical fact of God's commu­
nication being made to men, orally, directly, 
and audibly, stands proved by evidence that 
any court of modern law must admit and ac­
cept. 

To return, then, to Moses and his claims, let 
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the student take his own Bible and read the 
book of Exodus. Let him pay particular at­
tention to such verses as the 19th verse of the 
19th chapter, where we read, "And when the 
voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed 
louder and louder, Moses spake, and God an­
swered him by a voice." In that one reference, 
three voices are introduced. One is the voice 
of the trumpet, the second is the voice of Mos­
es, and the third is the voice of God. The clear 
meaning of the text is that the words of God 
were as audible as the blast of a trumpet or 
the shout of the voice of the man, Moses! Note 
also that in the 22nd verse of the 20th chapter, 
God told Moses to remind the people that they 
had heard God speak to them from the moun­
tain, with an audible voice. 

Even more important, we are told in the 
twenty-fourth chapter of this book of Exodus 
that Moses wrote all the words that God had 
spoken, while they were still fresh upon his 
ears and in his mind. And when he had com­
pleted the book, he read it at once in the ears 
of all the people. Had there been any error or 
discrepancy in the record as he then wrote 
it, it could and would have been called to his 
notice, and corrections made. But there were 
none such, and the people accepted the rec­
ord as then read. There is a close historical 
parallel to this action in the common customs 
of the day in which we live. When any cor­
poration or organization holds a meeting of 
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importance one individual is designated to 
keep the record of its proceedings. This rec­
ord, customarily called the "minutes of the 
meeting," is read before the adjournment of 
that meeting. If there are errors or discrep­
ancies in the record, it is customary to correct 
them at that time. 

At the next regular stated meeting of the 
same assembly the first order of business gen­
erally fs the reading of the minutes of the pre­
vious meeting. At that time any remaining 
error or discrepancy may legally be corrected. 
If on that second reading, however, the min­
utes are approved by those who witnessed 
the original transactions, they become a law­
ful and acceptable evidence of the nature of 
the previous business. 

To apply this modern custom to this episode 
of antiquity, we see that this exact procedure 
was followed in the case of Moses and the 
people. The words that were spoken by God 
were written by Moses, who acted as the sec­
retary for Deity in transmitting His will to 
the people. In the ears of the entire concourse 
this record was read and approved in the day 
that it was written. Later, before their en­
trance into the Promised Land, the record 
was once more read in the hearing of the en­
tire people and for the second time approved. 
Unless there should be found today living and 
credible witnesses who can testify that the 
record has been changed, we are legally 
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bound to the decisions of that vast company 
who heard and approved this record in the 
day of its origin. And this satisfactorily dis­
poses of the childish modern argument that 
these "Hebrew traditions" were handed down 
orally from generation to generation, until 
they were hopelessly garbled, and had lost 
any authority they may have possessed ori­
ginally. The simple fact of the matter is that 
the very people who heard the words' of God 
had a chance to pass upon the accuracy of the 
written record of those words of revelation, 
and they accepted them as then written. 

To make the case even stronger, there is the 
further fact that in at least one instance, God 
did more than just speak His words to Moses. 
In the last verse of the thirty-first chapter of 
this book we are now discussing, we are told 
that God actually wrote the very words of His 
law, so that there could be no possible misun­
derstanding or alterations. So God not only 
spoke His word, but in one instance He also 
wrote it! And it would be sheer folly as well 
as crass egotism for a critic to scoff at this on 
the grounds of impossibility, as critics can all 
write! If they deny this ability to God, they 
naively assume a superiority to Him, and 
claim powers, accomplishments, and culture 
that are beyond the power of the Creator to 
emulate! A difficult position, indeed! 

In a study of the text of Exodus, do not pass 
over the thirty-third chapter, for in this chap-
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ter will be found one of the clearest as well as 
one of the most fragrant passages of the entire 
book. Here it is stated that "The Lord spake 
to Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto 
his friend!" That is a holy accolade that any 
man would covet, and that very few have ever 
deserved or achieved. And it is the clearest 
and most postive statement on inspiration that 
any ardent student could hope to have, and 
one that every honest inquirer must accept. 
It certainly disposes of the baseless theory 
that God inspired the thoughts of the writers, 
but left it to them to choose their own words! 
Compare that modern idea with the historic 
and ancient truth, that "God spake to Moses 
face to face, as a man speaketh unto this 
friend," and the case for verbal inspiration 
is conclusive. 

How often have we witnessesd the unex­
pected greetings of friends who have been 
separated for some time. Their salutations 
were not only vocal, but vociferous! Men are 
sometimes prone to make humorous remarks 
about the chatter indulged in by wonien who 
meet. Honesty compels us to admit, however, 
that when a crowd of men get together at a 
Rotary or Kiwanis convention, they can make 
women look like amateurs! When a friend 
meets a friend face to face, he is not content 
to stand and think. So in an exact application 
of the words of the text, God spoke to Moses 
face to face as a man speaketh to his friend. 
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The final and most conclusive testimony is 
seen in the twenty-seventh verse of the thirty­
fourth chapter. Here we read: 

"And the Lord said unto Moses, Tf/rite thou 
these words, for after the tenor of these 
words I have made a covenant with thee 
and with Israel." 

A covenant is a contract, and a contract is en­
forced after the accepted and legal meaning 
of the terms in which that contract is ex­
pressed. How few business men enter into a 
business arrangement unless the agreement is 
in writing. Here we read in Exodus the terms 
of a contract that God is making with Israel. 
Knowing the hearts of men, He said, "Put it 
in writing, and then there will be no argu­
ment later!" So Moses wrote the words of 
God's contract with Israel, just as God dic­
tated those terms, and the books of the Pen­
tateuch are the result of that dictation and 
record. The conclusion is inevitable, unless 
Moses lied! In that case, two and a half mil­
lion people also lied, as their record agreed 
with the testimony of their leader. This sim­
ple demonstration from Exodus will suffice to 
show the student the plan for the analysis of 
the other four books of Moses, for the testi­
mony is even stronger in the others. "Thus 
saith the Lord" is the theme of the writings of 
Moses. 

And as Moses speaks, so say all the other 
Old Testament writers. As an illustration, 
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look at the statement of David, who wrote 
many of the Psalms. What was the source of 
those writings? Did they grow out of the 
experiences of David, or were they the ex­
pressions of his own poetic genius? Are they 
the articulate gropings of a man who hunger­
ed after God, and sought thus to express the 
deep longing of his troubled soul? Do they 
bubble forth from the well-springs of a soul 
that has found God, and is satisfied with His 
presence and power? No, none of these sup­
positions is the truth, or even nearly true. 
David spoke the words of God, by divine in­
spiration! 

As evidence, and for a clear statement of 
the fact, let us look at the 23rd chapter of the 
book of Second Samuel. The chapter begins 
with the startling words, "Now these are the 
last words of David!" There is something im­
pressive about the words of a dying man. 
When a human soul faces God and judgment, 
and is conscious of that fact, trivialities and 
falsehood are impossible. With a dying man's 
last breath the truth will be breathed if he 
never spoke it before! So this man, passing 
out into the presence of God His Judge and 
Creator, identifies himself as the singer and 
psalmist of the nation, and swears as he 
breathes his last, "The Spirit of the Lord 
spake by me, and His Word was upon my 
tongue!" Can anything be more conclusive, 
or more impressive? The man who gave us so 
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much of the poetic structure of the Old Testa­
ment, tells us with his last breath that it is 
the Word of God, spoken by him as the Holy 
Ghost gave him utterance. If he lied then, it 
was the ultimate in blasphemy! 

Also consider that if he did lie, Jesus Christ 
is equally an impostor! For when the Son of 
God walked the earth in the form of human 
flesh, He stated, as it is recorded in Mark's 
gospel, chapter twelve, and verse 36, that 
when David wrote the words of certain of the 
Psalms, he spoke by the Holy Ghost. So here 
is independent testimony to the integrity of 
David, and that from the highest source the 
human race can recognize. Of course, there 
are a few teachers in institutions of higher 
learning who do not hesitate to assert that 
they know more about some matters than did 
the Lord Jesus Christ, but we are writing for 
the sane and truly intelligent, to whom Jesus 
is the final authority. We shall later consider 
His testimony in detail; we offer this one word 
from Him now, to bear out the statement of 
the dying David. 

Much of this sort of evidence could be intro­
duced, if time and space permitted. For in­
stance, certain Old Testament writers testify 
to the authority and truth of some of their 
own contemporaries. This is the finest sort of 
proof; the record of an eyewitness is the most 
acceptable sort in the modern science of evi­
dence. Of this type is the word of Joshua, who 
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testifies to the Mosaic writings, and their con­
tent. Be it remembered that this Joshua was 
the personal body servant of Moses, and that 
he was chosen as the leader of Israel when 
Moses died. In the book that Joshua wrote, he 
left two definite statements concerning the 
fact that Moses wrote the record ascribed to 
him, and that God did speak to Moses exactly 
as has been argued. And if any modern ob­
jector would oppose the testimony of Joshua, 
who was alive, was acquainted intimately 
with all the details of the matter, and wrote his 
evidence for all generations to read and heed, 
we would reply to that foolish person in the 
words of the modern humorist, "Was you 
dere, Sharlier' Of course not! Then how 
utterly presumptuous and inadmissible would 
be the word of a man who set himself up as 
an authority concerning matters that trans­
pired thirty-five hundred years before he was 
born, and dared contradict the witnesses who 
were alive when the matter was settled! 

So also Daniel, in the period of the captiv­
ity, tells that he had with him certain of the 
works of the writing prophets, and knew by 
their words that the time of the end of bond­
age had come. He possessed also the Penta­
teuch and was willing to die horribly, rather 
than worship contrary to the words that were 
written in the Law of Moses. Ezra and Ne­
hemiah also bear this same witness, for when 
the remnant returned they established the 
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worship of God in the ancient land, according 
to the writings of Moses. David states that 
the words written by Moses were the words 
of God, and calls the Pentateuch "God's 
Word" 42 times in one single Psalm! The 
voice of the ancients is unanimous on this 
vital point, and it is too crass for decency, to 
state that we who live now, so far removed 
from the events of which they wrote, should 
oppose our personal opinions to such over­
whelming evidence as they offer. The writers 
claimed inspiration for themselves, and testi­
fied to it in each other. 

There is also another authoritative voice 
that we must harken to in this regard. The 
New Testament writers, who claim to speak 
by the inspiration and indwelling of the Holy 
Ghost, have much to say about the authority 
of the Old Testament. In a sense it was to the 
advantage of the early Christians to discount 
the supremacy of the ancient writings, as they 

• were the apostles of a new revelation. They
might humanly have been expected to seek
to displace, or perhaps to replace, the older
books with the new Gospel. But such was not
the case. The Spirit of God who directed their
thoughts and gave them the words of the rev­
elation, led them to express their veneration
often. For theN�w Tes.tqment writers mc!ke .... 
284 quotatiQnsfrom.the.0ld 'I'estament,)n l "f .. 
of the New Testament books. They quote 
from a.lotaror 2·5·orlheOld Testament books, 
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and ascribe their origin to the mind of God. 
Even though they recognize that by the ful­
fillment of the prophecies and the coming 
of the Redeemer, the reign of the older sys­
tem of worship is ended, they are unanimous 
in their testimony that these revelations came 
from God, and that the books that contained 
them were His words. 

It is a fact in law that all members of a com­
munity are presumed to be privy to matters 
that concern the entire community. So if a 
fact is currently asserted, and the assertion is 
not questioned or denied in that generation 
which was concerned in the fact, no later 
court can set aside that current assertion, un­
less new evidence is discovered to prove that 
the earlier authorities erred. Now the fact 
that God spoke to Moses was a matter of com­
munity interest, and the entire community of 
Israel in Moses' day was familiar with that 
fact. Not a single dissenting voice was raised 
against the current assertion. So that it be­
came established that God had revealed Him­
self and His will to men. Thousands of years 
sped by, and every generation accepted the 
fact as real. Now, in our late day, with no 
new evidence to sustain their effort, the en­
emies of faith would set aside the fact of 
God's revelation, and reject the proof that He 
did speak to men. But - the law of evidence 
says this cannot be done I So the testimony of 
the writers should be weighed, studied, ac-
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cepted; and the matter settled upon the au­
thority of those who were, of all men, the 
most able to speak the truth in the matter of 
the origin of this Book. 

This evidence is unusually credible when 
it is further strengthened by the testimony of 
certain witnesses each to the other. For these 
writers have not only attested the nature and 
source of the sections of the evidence they 
have themselves offered, but have also borne 
witness to the credibility of each other. 

So David speaks in defense of Moses and in 
certain of the Psalms bears record that they 
are the Words of God. In the 119th Psalm as 
an instance, the writer of the Psalm makes 
forty-two references to the Mosaic Laws and 
calls them God's words. Acknowledging the 
fact that they are written by Moses, the in­
spired psalmist ascribes their origin to a high­
er source. 

Ezra, a prophet of God filled with the Holy 
Spirit, who himself contributed under divine 
illumination to the content of the Old Testa­
ment, testifies in exact and explicit terms in 
the 7th chapter of his prophecy, that the 
words of Moses are but his record of the ut­
terances of God. 

So in Nehemiah, the eighth chapter, the 
prophet Nehemiah bears his witness in the 
face of all history that God uttered the words 
that we now know as the Mosaic Law. 

Multiplied centuries have gone by since 
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these men spoke and their testimony remains 
unshaken today! 

In any honest court of justice in any civiliz­
ed country, the evidence of a group of eyewit­
nesses, which was further sustained by their 
testimony to the credibility each of the other, 
could not be set aside without overwhelming 
preponderance of evidence to the contrary. 

A generation ago it was presumed by men 
who called themselves scholars that they had 
succeeded in upsetting the testimony of the 
writers of the Old Testament text. This they 
had done purely on the basis of supposition 
and literary theories. There is, however, no 
living scholar who is thoroughly familiar with 
the evidence of archeology and the present 
overwhelming mass of newly discovered evi­
dence from antiquity, who holds any longer 
to these exploded theories of higher criticism. 

If the testimony of these writers could not 
be assailed by living authoritative eyewitness­
es in the day these events transpired and the 
records were transcribed, we must repeat for 
emphasis, it is too late for self-appointed crit­
ics to overthrow this mass of evidence! Of 
course, if this entire record was compiled as 
a result of a conspiracy among those witness­
es, time alone could establish the fraud and 
overthrow their effort. Fortunately for our 
case, there has been time and to spare, but the 
only result so far has been a remarkable his­
torical establishment of all of their basic 
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premises. As an instance, in the twenty­
eighth chapter of Deuteronomy, there is a 
clear cut and bold setting forth of a very def­
inite challenge. The chapter begins with 
these words: 

"And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt 
hearken diligently unto the voice of the 
Lord thy God, to observe to do all His com­
mandments which I command thee this day, 
that the Lord thy God will set thee on high 
above all the nations of the earth, and all 
these blessings shall come upon thee and 
overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto 
the voice of the Lord thy God." 

Then there follows a systematic listing of 
blessings which the Lord God has pledged 
himself to accomplish for the people, if they 
obey these words. The blessings include rur­
al life and urban; the soil, the flock, and the 
family; the national life is assured of protec­
tion from military invasion and the prosperity 
of the entire nation shall be such that the 
earth shall marvel at them and call them by 
the name of the Lord. 

Following this list of blessings, the Word 
again states: 

"But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not 
hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, 
to observe to do all His commandments and 
His statutes which I command thee this day, 
that all these curses shall come upon thee 
and overtake thee." 
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Then there follows a comparative list of 
curses, each one the opposite of the blessing 
that was promised for obedience. In city and 
in field, in basket and in store, in flock, in 
fruit and in family, evil shall descend upon 
the nation, if they violate these words. They 
are to become a rebuke and an object of scorn 
in the eyes of the whole world, if they turn 
away from obedience to the Word that was 
then given them. 

This marvelous and prophetic chapter, in 
sixty-eight verses, covers the entire gamut of 
the history of Israel from that hour to this. 
First we note how presumptuous it would be 
for any man to refer to human rules evolved 
by man's wisdom and mentality in such terms 
of finality as are here used. Every blessing 
that man can conceive, of a physical, spiritual 
and national nature, is promised to those who 
heed and obey these words. Desolation and 
disaster that are complete will accompany 
the violation of any of these principles and 
commands. 

The whole history of the nation of Israel is 
an unanswerable evidence of the authority of 
these words. When they have lived in obedi­
ence to the Law of God as He commanded His 
servant Moses, they have been in prosperity 
and peace, established in their own land. 
These blessings have been visited upon them 
categorically and they have thrived until the 
whole earth wondered at their prosperity. On 
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the other hand, when they have turned 
against the law that was divinely given and 
have followed other gods and false systems 
of worship, every curse threatened has de­
scended upon them with tragedy and disas­
ter. Even to this hour they are outcasts from 
their own land because of disobedinece to the 
Word of God, as was recorded in this one 
chapter. Only a man whose conceit amounted 
to insanity would dare set forth his utterances 
for the guidance of an entire nation with the 
promise of unlimited blessing for obedience 
and complete disaster for failure to obey. 

It is a noteworthy fact that the Hebrew 
writers of the New Testament text possessed 
this national and unchallenged reverence for 
the Old Testament as the Word of God, and 
not of man. More than ninety times in the 
New Testament the reader meets a familiar 
phrase, "It is written." It is often used to in­
troduce the New Testament text and to show 
the fulfillment of some Old Testament proph­
ecy. We shall refer to this phrase later as we 
study the testimony of Jesus Christ, and we 
cite this simple instance to establish this 
point: 

In Romans 3:18, the apostle to the Gentiles 
says that what the law contains is given for 
them that are under the law "that every 
mouth may be stopped." 

The inspiration of the Old Testament text 
is so clear, so accurate, and so absolute, no 
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human being can justify himself before God 
or has any grounds for self-defense in such 
conduct as is contrary to the Word of God. No 
man ever wrote words so clear and explicit that 
every mouth was stopped! But no honest or 
honorable seeker ever came to the Old Testa­
ment text to read it with understanding, who 
went away from that reading with justifica­
tion for his own evil conduct. 

Another significant phrase consistently met 
with in the New Testament text is found in 
these words, "must needs be fulfilled." That 
statement is certainly not true, if the Old 
Testament is the word of man. The shelves 
of our modern libraries groan under the burd­
en of human words that will not and cannot be 
fulfilled. Weird prophecies and impossible 
solutions of civilizations every problem are 
contained in books by the unlimited thous­
ands. If all the words that man has written 
and all the promises that he has made were 
analyzed and carefully considered, the per­
centage of them that had been fulfilled would 
be so ridiculously small as to be scarcely 
worthy of consideration. 

The contrary is true of God. Because of His 
very nature, whatever He promises or plans 
must come to pass. If the words of the Old 
Testament "must needs be fulfilled," there is 
in that phrase such a suggestion of authority 
as could not be made toward purely human 
speech. 
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The New Testament has transformed civil­
ization. It has lifted nations out of savagery 
and ignorance into the light of culture and 
civilization. Such progress as the race has 
made toward happiness, ·either collective or 
individual, has come because of obedience to 
the precepts of that Book. Since an evil tree 
cannot bring forth good fruit, judge this one 
by its results. Inspired men do not falsely 
testify to any subject. 

The New Testament writers consistently 
and frequently ref er the writings of the Scrip­
tures to the Person of God Himself. In Mat­
thew 2:14, 15, there is a typical statement of 
this fact contained in these words: 

"When he arose, he took the young child 
and his mother by night, and departed into 
Egypt, and was there until the death of 
Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 
Out of Egypt have I called my son." 

It will be noticed that this is a reference to the 
first verse of the eleventh chapter of Hosea; 
but Matthew says that those words were spok­
en "by the Lord through the prophet," · thus 
making the utterance of Hosea the Word of 
God. 

So also Matthew refers to the miracle of the 
birth of Jesus, saying, "Now all this was done 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet" and then 
quotes Isaiah, seventh chapter and the four-
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teenth verse. Note the words, "spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet." How would the 
Lord speak to and through the prophet, with­
out words? 

The New Testament evidence on this point 
is unvarying. It gathers weight by consistent 
repetition, climaxing its authoritative testi­
mony in the final statement of Peter. In the 
sixteenth verse of the first chapter of Acts 
we read his opening statement in these words: 

"Men and brethren, this scripture must 
needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy 
Ghost by the mouth of David spake before 
concerning Judas, which was guide to them 
that took Jesus." 

Peter then refers to the ninth verse of Psalm 
41. There can be no question of the concrete
and definite testimony of Peter, if we read his
two Epistles. The summary of his testimony
will be found in the last eight verses of the
first chapter of his Sceond Epistle, ending
with these words:

"For the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man, but holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

The Greek word, here translated "moved," 
means borne along, or impelled, or driven, as a 
sailing ship by a strong wind. 

This apostle was especially commissioned 
by the Lord Jesus Christ as a credible witness 
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to the things of God that must be ministered 
for the salvation of men. 

He has the further dignity of an eyewitness. 
His own records state that the men who 

wrote the Gospel record did not follow cun­
ningly devised fables, but were eyewitnesses 
of the events there recorded! 

Out of the millions who lived in that day 
who wrote redundantly upon every other sub­
ject, the researches of men of science have so 
far not been able to produce one piece of papy­
rus or a single ostracon of an eyewitness to the 
same events which contradicts the testimony 
of Peter! To the contrary, however, thous­
ans of such have been discovered that sub­
stantiate the testimony of this apostle. Prej­
udice and bigotry alone dare speak today with 
dogmatic authority against such an over­
whelming weight of evidence as is here of­
fered in the record. 

The reader must have noticed in his studies 
of the New Testament how constantly the 
writers maintain that the Old Testament was 
written for our guidance and benefit. One of 
the many such references will be found in 
I Corinthians, beginning with the sixth verse 
and the tenth chapter and ending with verse 
11. Only God could have foreseen the needs
of a generation a thousand years before that
generation was born, and to have provided
· for those needs in antiquity is an evidence
of Deity. This seems to have been a favorite
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argument with Paul, for in the 4th verse of 
the fifteenth chapter of the Roman Epistle, 
he says again: 

"For whatsoever things were written afore­
time were written for our learning, that we 
through patience and comfort of the writ­
ings might have hope." 

So even the Gentiles, coming along centuries 
after the prophecies have been completed, are 
planned for in the scope of those prophecies. 

The implication of the New Testament 
writers concerning the inspiration of the Old 
Testament text is found clarified by direct 
statements regarding the fact, that admit of 
no misunderstanding. In Peter's first Epistle 
in verses ten and eleven of the first chapter, 
the direct statement is made: 

"That the Spirit of Christ testified before­
hand of the sufferings of Christ and the 
glories that should follow," 

when the prophets wrote of a salvation which 
they. themselves yearned to comprehend. But 
it was revealed to them that, 

"not unto themselves, but unto us they did 
minister these things which are now re­
ported unto you by them that have preach­
ed the Gospel unto you by the Holy Ghost 
sent down from Heaven." 

The Spirit of God that guided and directed the 
prophets, inspired them in their first state-
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ments and also guided and directed history to 
the fulfillment of those prophecies. 

The conclusion concerning the Old Testa­
ment is final and inescapable. According to 
the authority of the writers of all Scripture, 
the Old Testament is the Word of God, which 
was imparted to chosen men who wrote un­
der the supervision of the Holy Spirit that the 
Words of God might be given with authority, 
unchanged by the opinions of men. 
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CHAPTER V 

The Claims of the Apostles 

IT must not be assumed that the revelation of 
God failed because the Old Testament was 

replaced by the New. As we have sought to 
stress in the section of this work that deals 
with the unity of the entire structure of the 
Bible, the contents of the Old Testament are 
but glorified by the revelation contained in 
the New Testament. 

The word "testament" really means "cove­
nant" or "contract." When a contract is ful­
filled, its authority ends. The Lord Jesus 
Christ in His earthly ministry and by His 
vicarious death on Calvary, fulfilled all of the 
conditions of the old contract. So from the 
time of the Crucifixion until the Age of Grace 
shall end, men deal with God under the terms 
of a new contract. The conditions of that new 
contract which replaced the old covenant, up­
on the fulfillment of the latter, are all set forth 
in the revelation which we call the New 
Testament. 

Much of the New Testament revelation is 
contained in the literal words of Jesus Christ. 
As will be shown in a later study, practically 
50 per cent of the entire contents of the four 
Gospels consists of a careful report of the 

131 
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spoken words of the Saviour. The value and 
weight of this testimony we will consider in 
its proper place. We now point only to His 
promise of an authoritative revelation that 
should follow His ascension. There are some 
who seek to weaken the authority of the New 
Testament, laying great stress on the words 
of Jesus and depreciating the words of the 
apostles. 

This cannot be done in fairness to the manu­
script as a whole. While it is true that Jesus 
did speak certain words, it is equally true that 
the entire New Testament is an authoritative 
revelation from the Heavenly Father. In the 
fourteenth chapter of John, Jesus promised 
that this would be so. In the twenty-sixth 
verse He clearly states, 

"But the Comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things and 
bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you." 

This we might term the pre-authentication of 
the New Testament by the Lord Jesus Him­
self. 

Two promises are contained in that simple 
statement. The first is that new revelations 
shall be made by the Spirit of God. The sec­
ond promise is equally important in that it 
guarantees the accuracy of the historical sec­
tions of the Gospels. As the apostles wrote 
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their clear recollection of events they had wit­
nessed, the Holy Spirit brought to their re­
membrance whatsoever . they had heard the 
Saviour say. So by revelation, as well as by 
spiritually inspired remembrance, the apos­
tles brought to us the contents of the New 
Testament text. 

This statement of the Lord Jesus, enriched 
and applied to a wider sphere, is contained 
again in the Saviour's words in the sixteenth 
chapter of John's Gospel. From verses thir­
teen to fifteen our Lord definitely stated that 
when the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of 
Truth, had come, he would guide the apostles 
into all truth. Jesus further promised that 
the Holy Spirit should not speak of Himself, 
(that is, by his own authority), but that He 
would take the utterances of the Heavenly 
Father and speak them through men. He 
was coming also to show through the apos­
tles "things to come." 

These promises of the Lord Jesus were ful­
filled in the writing of the New Testament 
epistles. The revelation that is commonly 
called "Pauline," which sets forth the order 
for the establishment of the Christian Church, 
and makes known, the Gospel that shall be 
preached throughout the period of the time 
until the return of Christ, is thus authenti­
cated in advahce by the promise of Jesus 
Christ of the coming of the Spirit to reveal 
these things. 
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The modern tendency to discount the state­
ments of the apostles is most certainly con­
trary to the Spirit of Jesus Christ. In the 
tenth chapter of Matthew our Lord is warn­
ing His apostles of the persecutions that shall 
come upon them immediately after Pentecost. 
He warns them of arrest and persecution, and 
tells them that they shall stand before judges 
and governors and kings. In the nineteenth 
and twentieth verses of that chapter, He en­
courages them with these words: 

"But when they deliver you up, take no 
thought how or what ye shall speak, for it 
shall be given you in that same hour what 
ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, 
but the Spirit of your Father which speak­
eth in you." 

According to this statement of the Saviour, 
when Paul made his noted defense before 
Agrippa, he was then the mouthpiece of the 
Holy Spirit. Thus, before Paul speaks, his 
words are authenticated through the author­
ity of Jesus Himself. 

With this illumination, it is of interest to 
note the claims that the writers of the New 
Testament make concerning the source of 
their material. They unanimously deny any 
originality, in either form or substance, and 
ascribe their records to the direct inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit. The claims of the writers 
in the New Testament are at least as conclu-
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sive and clear as the evidence we have sum­
marized from the writers of the Old Testa­
ment. The student could spend considerable 
time in the study and analysis of this subject. 
We regret that we have room in this chapter 
for only a suggestion or two. 

In the second chapter of I Corinthians there 
is set forth one of the most comprehensive and 
conclusive paragraphs on inspiration that is 
to be found in New Testament literature. The 
Apostle Paul starts out in the first verse by 
disclaiming originality, and denies that his 
material has been derived from a source of 
human wisdom. He reaches his climax in the 
sixteenth verse, where at the end of the chap­
ter he makes the bold statement, "But we 
have the mind of Christ." Analyzing his re­
markable statement in the fourth verse, we 
find that Paul declares that his speech and 
preaching were not couched in language de­
rived from man's wisdom, but rather in a 
demonstration of the Holy Spirit and His 
power. Therefore, he reasons, our faith 
should not rest in the wisdom of men but in 
the power of God. Coming now to the revela­
tion concerning the Christian system of doc­
trine, wherein salvation is resident for those 
who receive Christ as a Saviour, he gives us 
these remarkable words: I Corinthians 2:9-13, 

"But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the 
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heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him. 
But God hath revealed them unto us by His 
Spirit: for th� Spirit searcheth all things, 
yea, the deep things of God. 
For what man knoweth the things of a man, 
save the spirit of man which is in him? even 
so the things of God knoweth no man, but 
the Spirit of God. 
Now we have received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the spirit which is of God; that 
we might know the things that are freely 
given to us of God. 
Which things also we speak, not in the 
words which man's wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual." 

Upon a careful study of this paragraph, we 
note that the Pauline revelation is supernat­
ural in its origin, content and method. The 
apostle specifically rules out the three ways 
that man may learn naturally. What is not 
seen with the eye, nor heard with the ear, 
must be mentally conceived, if it is to be ex­
pressed in terms of human comprehension. 
All three of these sources of knowledge, the 
apostle disclaims in the ninth verse of this 
chapter. He then proceeds to the definite 
statement that God had revealed this ma­
terial to the apostles by His Holy Spirit. 

In the most unique argument to be found 
in the Scriptures, he reasons that since an 
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animal cannot comprehend the mentality of 
a man, so man cannot comprehend the men­
tality of God, unless God's Spirit be in that 
man. His exact words will bear repetition -

"For what man knoweth the things of a 
man, except the spirit of man which is in 
him; even so the things of God no man 
knoweth." 

To illustrate this, we will remind the read­
er that while man may train animals, teach­
ing them obedience by patient repetition, the 
mental processes of animals are as strange to 
men as human mentality is strange to animals. 

At one time I had a marvelously intelligent 
dog who was so true a comrade he deserved 
his name of "Chum." He was an Airedale, 
with all the admirable characteristics of that 
noble and lovable breed. In the days of his 
puppyhood he became strongly attached to 
me. Airedales are generally what we call a 
one-man dog and Chum had picked me out as 
his man. We hunted the hills of California 
together and spent happy hours in things of 
mutual interest to master and dog. I taught 
that dog to do some things that seemed almost 
incredible. Sometimes when I was sitting 
quietly at some task, he would come over and 
put his muzzle against me with a sigh of con­
tentment and settle down to wait until I had 
time to play. We looked upon each other with 
mutual affection and understanding. I think 
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I understood that dog better than any I had 
ever owned. 

Next door to us there resided a family that 
thought they had a dog! In moments of deri­
sion we sometimes described the neighbor's 
canine as a "fur-bearing cockroach." It looked 
more like an animated hairy ant than an hon­
est, upstanding dog. Sometimes the neigh­
bor's canine parody would come to the fence 
seeking communication with our real dog. 
Chum would put his nose through the fence. 
The two dogs would sniff, "woof," and sep­
arate-each knowing more about the other in 
that one contact than I ever knew about 
either. 

To paraphrase Paul then, let us say, "What 
animal knoweth the things of a dog except the 
spirit of a dog which is in him." 

At the same time our little daughter had a 
kitten to which she was very definitely at­
tached. Airedales are the natural enemies of 
the entire feline tribe, and Chum never be­
came friendly with the family cat. Every time 
that cat ventured out of doors, if Chum was 
in the vicinity, the cat turned aviator and 
sought the highest branches of the nearest 
tree. There she would perch until rescued by 
some member of the family. 

She waited neither in patience nor in si­
lence. In the most abominable voice she de­
scribed the dog, defamed his ancestry, and 
insulted him most grossly. I am quite sure 
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that if the dog had comprehended what the 
cat was trying to say, he would have climbed 
the tree to reach her and vent his indignation 
upon her person. 

May we paraphrase Paul again by saying, 
"What animal knoweth the things of a cat ex­
cept the spirit of a cat which is in him." 

To carry the argument to its conclusion, as 
the nature of an animal determines its com­
prehension, so the nature of man also deter­
mines his understanding. A natural human 
being can no more comprehend the things of 
God than an animal can comprehend the pro­
cesses of human psychology. With patience 
we may teach animals some of our ways. So, 
also, with patience God has been able to im­
part some of His principles to humanity. It 
logically follows that if we are to know the 
things of God with the fullest comprehension, 
and the spirit of humanity cannot grasp them 
for full understanding, there must be impart­
ed to us a Heavenly Spirit. 

So Paul concludes his argument by saying, 

"We have received the Spirit which is 
from God, that we might know the things 
that are freely given to us from God." 

Then in words that cannot be misunderstood, 
he states that these things which have been 
"freely given to us from God," 

"We speak, not in the words which man's 
wisdom teacheth, but in words which the 
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Holy Spirit teacheth, comparing spiritual 
things with spiritual." 

Either the great apostle must be charged 
with being one of the grossest deceivers who 
ever walked the earth, or else his testimony 
must be received. at its face value! 

There is no · other explanation for /the 
strange rejection of the revelation of God by 
so-called intelligent men, than the explana­
tion here given by Paul. 

Human nature can neither master nor com­
prehend the supernatural. 

Therefore, if men wish to understand the 
things of the spirit, they must be regenerated. 

Heavenly truth looks foolish to men who 
are earth-bound. 

Spiritual mysteries are comprehended only 
by those who are spiritually minded. 

The mind of the spirit is given only to those 
who have Christ as a Saviour. 

On the basis of this logical demonstration, 
then, no matter how unlimited a man may be 
in human wisdom his opinion and testimony 
concerning the Christian system of doctrine 
is utterly worthless. A man may be a master 
mechanic, understanding all about internal 
combustion engines and may be able to over­
haul and repair any make of automobile, but 
that does not qualify him to perform a major 
operation on your sick babe! A doctor may be 
a marvelous surgeon, and yet know nothing 
about the transmission gears in your automo-
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bile. In exactly that same sense a professor of 
philosophy, history, mathematics, or any other 
subject in the curriculum of modern educa­
tion, may be a master of his own field, but if 
he has not been regenerated by the operation 
of the Holy Spirit, he has no authority to 
speak about the value of the revelation or the 
mystery of the Christian life. 

So we return to the thought that when Paul 
gave his great testimony to the source of his 
material, he was claiming supernatural in­
spiration. 

In his noted epistle to the Galatians, he fur­
ther emphasizes this contention when he 
speaks in terms of absolute certainty, denying 
originality for his Gospel. In the eleventh 
verse of the first chapter of Galatians, we 
read these exact words of the great apostle, 

"But I guarantee to you, my brethren, that 
the Gospel which was preached by me is 
not after man, for I neither received it from 
man, neither was I taught it, but it came 
by a revelation from Jesus Christ." 

We must remember that the Apostle Paul 
met the arisen and ascended Saviour on the 
road to Damascus. His personal biography 
then reminds us that he did not takG advan­
tage of an opportunity for conference with 
any of the other apostles. For three years he 
met none of the authorities of the new church. 
At the end of that time he went to Jerusalem 
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and paid a fifteen-day visit to Peter. At the 
same time he met James, the half-brother of 
Jesus. The three years that he spent in Arabia 
are silent years in his biography, but it is pre­
sumed that he there received the complete­
ness of the revelation that he afterwards 
wrote for the Christian church. 

With a plea for faith in the credibility of 
his words that is very moving, the apostle to 
the Gentiles says, "Now the things which I 
write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not!" 
With all the piety and reverence for God that 
is natural to a man raised in the faith of Israel, 
and which faith was enhanced by his recep­
tion of Christ as a Saviour, the apostle swears 
by an immutable oath that he wrote and spoke 
by divine revelation. 

Not once but often do we find this to be 
the case. When he wrote his first epistle to 
the church at Thessalonica we hear him say­
ing in the thirteenth verse of the second chap­
ter, 

"For this cause also we thank God without 
ceasing, because when ye received the 
Word of God which ye heard from us, ye 
received it not as the word of men, but as 
it is in truth the Word of God." 

It is interesting to note how some of the 
epistles of the New Testament make the same 
testimony to the credibility of other New 
Testament writers that we found made by 
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Old Testament scribes to their fellows. In 
Peter's second epistle he states in the second 
verse of the third chapter, that the church 
should be mindful of these words which were 
spoken in former times by the holy prophets, 
and of the commandments of our Lord and 
Saviour given through the apostles; remem­
bering that there would come later those who 
are to be classified as "scoffers, walking after 
their own lusts." Those seem to be hard 
words, delivered in a manner that seems to 
"the natural man" unnecessarily harsh. If the 
writings of the prophets and apostles were 
but human productions, these words would 
be inexcusable, but if these words are in 
truth inspired by the Holy Ghost, no condem­
nation would be too severe to visit upon those 
who reject the authority and teaching of 
those words. 

We find in the third chapter of this same 
epistle, in the fifteenth and sixteenth verses, 
Peter's testimony to the credibility of Paul, 
contained in the statement that Paul wrote 
according to the wisdom imparted unto him. 
Peter warns that those who twist and change 
the revelations in Paul's epistles are to be 
classified with the unlearned and unstable 
who wrest the Scriptures to their own de­
struction. 

As Paul and Peter claim revelation, so also 
does the Apostle John. The last book of the 
Bible is called in the English translation, "The 
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Revelation of Saint John, The Divine." The 
editors very evidently missed the significance 
of the salutation of this book. When John 
writes, he begins his words with this sentence, 
"The Revelation of Jesus Christ." 

In the introduction, which consists of the 
first three verses of the first chapter, John 
tells us where his revelation came from. 

He plainly states that God gave the writing 
to Jesus Christ, that Jesus Christ gave it to 
His angel, who, in turn, passed it on to John. 

John then wrote the record of the Word of 
God and of the testimony of Jesus Christ. This 
latter portion consisted of a record of all that 
he saw as the Spirit of God imparted to him 
by vision and experience the unfolding of the 
last act in the drama of world history. He 
calls down the blessing of God upon those 
who read these words, and in the conclusion 
of his remarkable epistle he certifies before 
God and upon Divine authority that if any 
man shall seek to change or mutilate the writ­
ings of this Heavenly revelation, a punish­
ment too awful to contemplate, shall be visit­
ed upon that man from God's own hand. 

Human authors have written books innum­
erable upon every subject known to litera­
ture, but none have ever dared testify that by 
the authority of God they are empowered to 
offer everlasting life to those who received 
their writing according to the literal meaning 
of the wording; with the certainty that death 
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eternal should follow· disobedience to those 
words! 

In any kind of a scientific analysis it is the 
nature, composition, and form of the sub­
stance itself that is analyzed. If we use this 
scientific method with a page of the Holy 
Scriptures, we can reach no other conclusion 
than the orthodox hypothesis, namely, that 
God inspired the writers and revealed to them 
the matter and content of the entire Bible. 

There is only one higher source of evidence 
that man can hear, and this is the voice of 
Jesus Christ. In the following chapter, we 
will take up the amazingly conclusive testi­
mony that the Saviour gave to the inspira­
tion and Divine origin of the Holy Word. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

The Testimony of Jesus Christ 

I
F THE Lord Jesus Christ is in truth and
fact the Son of God, as He claimed to be, 

He is then the highest authority on any sub­
ject of which He speaks. Not subject to the 
limitations of human reason and the possibil­
ity of human error, He could and does speak 
from the standpoint of omniscience. His state­
ments are final, in a sense that human utter­
ances can never become. Without the need 
of modifying His words because of the unex­
pected, or the trend of history and circum­
stance, He can speak from the source of divine 
wisdom, knowing that even the future cannot 
alter His teachings. So truly is this the case, 
that world leaders today are pleading with 
the most advanced and ·enlightened nations 
and leaders to accept the teachings of Christ 
concerning international affairs, and govern 
the world by the philosophies and dicta that 
were uttered twenty centuries ago! So when 
we study the testimony of the Saviour con­
cerning the nature and source of the text of 
the Bible, we are consulting the final and ab­
solute witness. His statements should settle 
the question once and forever. 

To realize to the full the value and nature 

149 
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of this testimony, it m:ay be well to survey 
first of all the right He has thus to speak. The 
world has not yet fully emerged from the dark 
and ignorant prejudice that has long held 
mankind in bondage, and sin still blinds the 
hearts of many to the nature and character of 
Jesus of Nazareth. Therefore it may be neces­
sary to set forth briefly the grounds of our 
confidence in Him, and to state why He is 
offered as a witness in the case for the Bible. 
Any person whose evidence is offered in court 
is apt to be challenged either on the ground of 
competency or on that of character, and we 
are perfectly willing to have our case so in­
vestigated. Indeed, this is one of the most 
startling differences between the schools of 
thought, the conservative and the infidel. We 
are ever eager to offer eyewitnesses to sup­
port our case, while destructive criticism 
claims the right to rest its case upon the un­
supported and bare word of fallible human 
beings, who are self-styled authorities on 
questions that were settled centuries before 
these modern witnesses were born! 

The fact of Christ is absolute. No person 
who possesses historical knowledge can ques­
tion the fact of the birth, death, and career 
of this historical Personage. 

Indeed, it is impossible for men to transact 
business today in a legal fashion without con­
fessing the historical certainty of the fact of 
Jesus Christ. It has often been noted that in 
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a Christian country a malefactor cannot even 
be arrested legally without the acknowledg­
ment of this indisputable fact. Our business 
contracts, private correspondence, newspap­
ers, and legal documents are dated as these 
words are written, A. D., 1938. 

Has the reader ever examined that date 
caption? This cannot ref er to the age of the 
earth, since we have 6,000 years of written 
human history. It cannot refer to the span of 
our government, for other governments, older 
and younger than we, use the same system of 
dating. The date-line infers that something 
happened 1,938 years ago that was infinitely 
more important than creation. Kings have al­
tered calendars in antiquity for the brief span 
of their reign, but this man so altered the 
course of history as to force the entire civiliz­
ed world to acknowledge daily the fact of His 
Birth! 

Jesus Christ cannot be ignored. 
His friends love Him and His enemies hate 

Him, but all acknowledge the fact of His ex­
istence. 

He also demands an explanation. For this 
reason false doctrines arise from time to time 
to bewilder the wor Id as the enemy of souls 
seeks to blind the heart of humanity to the 
saving grace of the Son of God. 

He also demands an attitude. It is impera­
tive for every individual to have an opinion 
concerning Jesus Christ. That opinion deter-
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mines our eternal destiny! If we accept Him 
as a Saviour from sin, that decision results in 
eternal security. If we reject Him, either ac­
tively or passively, there is nothing in store 
for us but a Christless eternity, cut off from 
God and hope forever. 

So then, if the Deity of Jesus is denied, it is 
proper to demand a more reasonable and log­
ical explanation of His effect upon history. 

Jesus Christ stands today where cross the 
crowded highways of every man's living, in­
sistently demanding of every individual an 
answer to the query he directed to His dis­
ciples, "Whom say ye that I am?" 

It is impossible to answer that question 
without some reliable information concern­
ing Him. The proper answer to the question 
not only brings salvation to the individual, 
but helps to rear a foundation of fact upon 
which we can rest our case for inspiration, 
and His right to testify for the integrity of 
the Scriptures. 

To help answer this question, · let us con­
sider first of all His character. 

It is impossible to compute even in round 
numbers the great throng of humanity that 
has graced this earth since the creation 
of Adam. Whatever their number may have 
been, however, we are safe in saying that 
Jesus was the only absolutely sinless person 
ever born in human flesh. It is a noteworthy 
fact that even the apostles of Jesus never 
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claim sinless perfectiQn. Indeed, the contrary 
is strikingly true. 

Paul the Apostle writes to his convert Tim­
othy, and says, "This is a true and faithful 
saying and worthy of all acceptance: that 
Jesus Christ died to save sinners of whom I 
am chief." 

John, the gentle apostle of love, writes, "If 
we say that we have no sin, we deceive our­
selves, and the truth is not in us." The whole 
statement of John is put in the present pos­
sessive tense and is a striking refutation of 
the modern error of the holiness doctrine 
wherein the teaching of sinless perfection 
has been carried to its extreme. 

But the Lord Jesus never confessed sin, nor 
apologized for it. On the contrary, He boldly 
and openly challenged any man to prove an 
error in His thinking or conduct. 

How can we explain this great difference 
between Jesus Christ and His apostles? Were 
His standards of righteousness lower than 
theirs? Was His sense of right and wrong 
blunted? That is impossible, for they got their 
standards of conduct and morals from Him! 
Judging Himself by the standards which 
forced the apostles to confess that they were 
all sinners in the sight of God, this Man could 
boldly proclaim, in the eyes of Heaven, as well 
as in earth, His sense of perfection. Since his 
sense of right and wrong was certainly not 
less than the standards of the apostles, the 
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only other explanation is that His life must 
have been infinitely higher. 

In the legal record of His trial and persecu­
tion, we are struck by the fact that no charges 
were ever brought against Him in open court, 
except those which enhanced His virtues. 

One charge was made against Him in these 
words: "This man loves sinners." 

To that charge the Lord Jesus was happy 
to plead guilty! 

How grateful we are today that that was so. 
If Jesus Christ had not loved sinners, He 
would have left the world to fester in its filth 
and iniquity, and we had all been lost. Be­
cause He loves sinners, the Mercy and Grace 
of God were extended to lost humanity 
through the sufferings of His Son on Calvary's 
cross. In deed and in truth, Jesus Christ did, 
and does, love sinners! 

Another group of His detractors brought 
against Him the terrible indictment that He 
had healed the sick on the Sabbath Day. This 
was a testimony to the greatness of His com­
passion. So God-like was He in His love for 
suffering humanity that even though He 
knew He violated the bigotry of that day to 
the peril of His own life, He could not with­
hold the use of His power in the face of suf­
fering and need. 

Perjured witnesses were hired to take the 
stand and testify against Him. Though they 
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twisted His words and sought to misquote 
Him, the records of His trial contain the fact 
that, even so, they were not able to agree in 
their perjury, and their testimony was disre­
garded. 

The life of Jesus was an open and public 
life. He had many enemies, both religious and 
political, who dogged His footsteps day and 
night. Influential and powerful leaders sought 
occasion against Him. His every word was 
analyzed and His every action scrutinized un­
der the microscope of bigotry and hatred. He 
could not have hidden any fault or sdn of 
which He had been possessed. 

But not only can it be said that no moral 
flaw was found in Him in the days of His 
flesh, but we can also say that two thousand 
years of culture and learning have been used 
by atheism and skepticism to scrutinize His 
action, and the world today still acknowledges 
Him the Perfect Man. 

None of us would be willing to have our 
present conduct judged by the laws and moral 
advancements of our race two thousand years 
hence. Yet, judged by those standards of our 
day that are the highest and holiest, the char­
acter of Jesus Christ stands forth unblemish­
ed in its shining holiness. 

This is even more noteworthy in view of 
the fact that He was entirely unprecedented. 
It has been said that Jesus Christ was the 
flower of humanity in the course of its evolu-
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tion. The statement is as completely erron­
eous as words can be. The word evolution 
literally means "to unfold," "to develop," to 
"come up out of." There had been nine great 
world empires before Jesus Christ. Each of 
them in turn produced noteworthy charac­
ters; but even the leaders and priests of each 
preceding cycle of human culture and power 
were lustful and beastly when compared to 
the purity of Christ Jesus. Four thousand 
years of culture and civilization, climaxing 
in the learning of Greece, may be searched 
in vain for a precedent for the character of 
Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, He is not an evolution. He stands 
alone, unprecedented, without background or 
surrounding of likeness in the history of man­
kind! The simple statement, to cover the case, 
is that Jesus Christ was an involution. Involu­
tion means "to come down into." He did not 
come up out of the race of men; rather He 
came down into the hearts of men. By super­
natural means, Heaven gave up this sinless 
Person that earth might have not only a 
Saviour, but an example of living that should 
set the standard for mankind to strive for as 
long as history should be. 

It is needless to say that the character of 
Jesus Christ is equally unparalleled. There 
have been two thousand years of culture and 
learning since He graced the earth with His 
presence. Though many men have risen to 
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high planes of sacrifice and service, actuated 
by His precepts and power, we search history 
in vain for a character like His. 

In wisdom He still remains paramount. 
The greatest men of every generation have 
been those who studied His teachings and 
found wisdom and conquest of self in the 
words that Jesus uttered. 

In power He still remains earth's shining 
example. None other has been able to raise 
the dead, heal the sick with a word, rebuke 
the forces of nature, and affect the channel of 
human history by such power as was display­
ed by Jesus Christ. 

In contrast to all this, He still remains the 
earth's supreme example of humanity. This 
is a strange and unusual combination. Great 
power and great humility are rarely found 
blended in one personality. Men get drunk on 
power more quickly and more easily than 
they do on wine. Yet this Person could chal­
lenge the whole world with the truth of His 
utterance, "I am meek and lowly of heart." 
He walked the earth in quietness, refusing to 
use His power for His own advancement, and 
left history such an example of humility that 
no one has ever been able to match it to the 
present hour. 

There have been other men, who, moved 
by love for God and philanthropy, have 
sought to serve their fellow men; but Jesus 
Christ still remains the Great Example of 
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self-sacrifice and love. Taking upon Himself 
the sins of the earth, He died horribly at the 
hands of wicked men that He might express 
the love of God in a concrete manner. 

So then, we have a man whose character is 
absolutely sinless, who is entirely unprece­
dented and unparalleled, who demands of 
every individual today an answer to this preg­
nant question, "Whom say ye that I am?" 

The simplest way to answer His query is to 
study the claims that He makes concerning 
Himself. Surely such a teacher as He was 
manifested to be could not deceive the world 
about Himself. 

One of the most notable studies in the en­
tire New Testament is that which is found in 
the fifth chapter of John. We read in the 
eighteenth verse that the Jews sought to kill 
Him for two reasons. First, because He broke 
their interpretation of the law of the Sabbath 
by doing an act of mercy upon that day. The 
second reason, however, was the more press­
ing. 

In justifying his apparent violation of the 
Sabbath Day, Jesus claimed equality with 
God. He said in plain terms that His imme­
diate Father was God Almighty. This con­
stituted blasphemy in the ears of Israel, so 
they sought to slay Him for making that 
claim. 

In claiming that God was His Father, He 
claimed equality of nature with·Deity. 
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While they stood speechless with astonish­
ment at what they interpreted as blasphemy, 
He pressed on to say that though God was 
omnipotent He Himself could do anything 
that God had done! The Jews accepted God 
as the Creator of the Heaven and the earth. 
All natural forces and blessings were a result 
of His power in creation. Yet this man had 
the audacity to claim that He could equal any 
of the works of God. 

In the next breath, He claimed power to 
do greater things than God had done. He 
stated that the race of men should see His 
ability to perform works that were high above 
the things God had already accomplished. 

Without giving them opportunity to recov­
er from this shock, He immediately stated 
that He had power to put life in dead matter. 
With the exact language that admits of no 
other interpretation, He said that He pos­
sessed power to give life to anything that 
pleased Him. This, of course, is a power that 
is reserved to the Creator only. 

In case there should be any question as to 
the implication of His claim, He then plainly 
says that He possessed the same kind of life 
that God possesses. 

Acknowledging that there are two kinds of 
life, we see the force and significance of his 
claim. Creature life is imparted. We are alive 
because other and older generations imparted 
life to us in biological succession. It is a law 
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of biology that there is no life without ante­
cedent life. Therefore, disregarding any ques­
tion of time element, when we get back to the 
beginning of the mystery called life, there 
must have been some higher Life to impart 
the first life to the original creatures. The 
Creator must possess life that is inherent. It 
is thus that the Creator differs from all cre­
ated creatures. So when Jesus said, "As the 
Father hath life in himself; so hath He given 
to the Son to have life in himself." He was 
claiming to be the omnipotent Creator, pos­
sessing a life that was inherent. 

While they listened with gaping mouths, 
stunned into silence by the enormity of this 
statement, Jesus again said to them, "Marvel 
not at this." In the name of everything that is 
intelligent we well may ask, why shouldn't 
they marvel? Here was a man who said that 
he was the equal of God; that he could do 
anything that God had done. He claimed 
power to do greater things than God had so 
far accomplished in that He was Himself the 
Omnipotent Creator. There is an element of 
humor in the situation! Who would not mar­
vel at such stupendous claims falling from 
fleshly lips? 

Pressing on, He gave them something to 
marvel at in the continuation of His sentence, 
" ... for the hour is coming in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear His voice, and 
shall come forth; they that have done good, 
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unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of con­
demnation." This was almost more than they 
could bear. Now, in addition to His claims of 
Deity, the natural accompaniment of power 
to raise the dead, He climaxes all this by stat­
ing that at the end of the age He would judge 
the great and the small, the living and the 
dead. 

It has often been stated by those who have 
a desire to obscure the truth, that Jesus never 
claimed Deity. If we turn to the familiar par­
agraph of the fourteenth chapter of John, that 
statement is refuted at once. Jesus has an­
nounced to His followers that He is about to 
depart this earth and go back to be with God. 
He assures His followers that in His Father's 
house there are abiding places for those who 
shall follow Him. He says that those who have 
known Him, have known God also and have 
seen Him. 

At this point in the discourse, one of the dis­
ciples, Philip, with a great yearning that has 
been common to many men, asked the Saviour 
to show them the Father that they might be 
satisfied. 

The answer of Jesus was simple and direct, 
"Have I been so long time with you, and yet 
hast thou not known me, Philip? He that hath 
seen me, hath seen the Father; and how say­
est thou then, Shew us the Father?" 

Those words permit of no misinterpreta­
s 
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tion. If you were to stand before a company 
of intelligent people and ask, "Would you like 
to see the President of the United States?" 
they would probably acclaim their interest in 
no uncertain terms. What would your friends 
say when they had expressed a desire to see 
the President, if you should say, "What! Have 
I been with you all this time and you know 
me not? When you have seen me, you have 
seen the President." They would conclude 
at once that your mind had glipped its moor­
ings. 

What shall ive say then, about a man, who, 
clothed in flesh similar to other men, would 
claim that He, Himself, was God? 

Jesus has been called the Great Teacher 
and the Perfect Man. 

Yet reason has always insisted that no good 
man could make those claims, so there are 
only three possible conclusions. 

If Jesus claimed to be God, knowing that He 
was not, He was a blasphemous deceiver. 

If He thought that He was God and did not 
know the difference, He was a maniac. In a 
number of institutiqns in recent years we 
have met men who thought they were Na­
poleon. We pitied their condition and passed 
on. We have never met a man, however, so 
demented that he thought he was God. 

So when you examine the claims of Jesus, 
you must conclude that He was a blasphemous 
deceiver, a deluded maniac, or that He was in 
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truth and fact what He claimed to be-God

manifested in hitman flesh! 
The question that you must answer is, "Who 

was he?" 
This Jesus, historically, authenticated every 

claim and proved Himself by His resurrection 
from the dead, all that He claimed to be. 

Therefore, in the light of the established 
and demonstrated claims of Jesus, we exam­
ine His testimony to the sources and the au­
thority of the Written Word, taking His evi­
dence as the voice of God. 

What did He believe about the inspiration 
of the Scriptures? His testimony may be con­
densed into a brief epitome that covers a vast 
amount of New Testament writing which is 
too extensive for proper handling in a chapter 
as short as this one must be. ,ve will divide 
His testimony into four types, taking first of 
all the direct statements that He made con­
cerning the nature and source of the Bible. 

It must be borne in mind that the Bible pos­
sessed by Jesus Christ and the Apostles, con­
sisted of the thirty-nine books of the Old 
Testament as we have them today. It is rather 
significant that the destructive critics who 
have concentrated most of their campaign 
against God's Word on the Old Testament 
section, should have failed to give proper 
prominence to the testimony of the man who 
knew most about the subject. When the Lord 
Jesus Christ referred to the Scriptures, He 
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dealt with the section of the text that criti­
cism has most frequently called into question. 

In the seventh chapter of Mark, verses 
eight to thirteen, there is a typical instance 
containing a direct statement of Jesus as to 
the authority of the Scriptures. In condemn­
ing the Pharisees on the ground that they 
had left the commandment of God and re­
tained the traditions of men, He said unto 
them, "Full well do ye reject the command­
ment of God, that ye may keep your own 
tradition." Thereupon He quoted the words 
of Moses as they are found in the twentieth 
and twenty-first chapters of Exodus, the fifth 
chapter of Deuteronomy and the twentieth 
chapter of Leviticus. At the conclusion, He 
says that by their conduct "you niake void the 
Word of God by your tradition." It does not 
take an analytical mind to notice that when 
Jesus quoted words written by the pen of 
Moses, He stated that these are the words of 
God, and should be obeyed. Also in passing, 
it is significant to note that Jesus testified, 
in that one statement, to the Mosaic author­
ship of three of the five books of the Penta­
teuch. 

Another instance of His direct statements 
is found in the twelfth chapter of the Gospel 
C)f Mark. As He was teaching in the temple, 
He raised the question of the genealogy of the 
Christ when He should appear. In the course 
of the conversation He quoted Psalm 110, 
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ascribing that psalm to the pen of David and 
saying that God spoke "by the Holy Spirit" 
the words that are found in that psalm. 

In the sixteenth chapter of Luke He stated 
that One who rose from the dead could not 
speak with more convincing power than was 
possessed by the writings of Moses. Certainly 
history has vindicated His statement, for the 
same godless crew who seek to scuttle the 
ship of Faith today by rejecting the authority 
of the Mosaic revelation, are united in reject­
ing the evidence of the physical resurrection 
of the Son of God. 

In Matthew, the fifteenth chapter, He def­
initely declared that Isaiah spoke of and to 
the people of Christ's time. That is to say, 
Isaiah had anticipated by seven centuries the 
social and religious condition of the nation of 
Israel and described them in terms that were 
historically fulfilled. Since man cannot fore­
tell the future, and since prophecy is the 
sphere of omniscience, His conclusion is that 
Isaiah was borne along by the Spirit of God 
in such passages. 

It has been argued by some that Jesus 
Christ was limited. by the ignorance of His 
times and accepted the traditional teachings 
concerning the authority of the Old Testa. 
ment text. This school of criticism states 
that, in the days of His humiliation, being 
found in the flesh of a man, He had no more 
than human knowledge. Even a cursory ex-
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amination of this position will show how ut­
terly impossible the theory is. In the days 
of His flesh, He possessed the power and wis­
dom that make the Gospel record the most 
fascinating document in the possession of 
men, even in our enlightened day. But even 
if this false premise had been true, we read 
in the twenty-fourth chapter of Luke that 
after His Resurrection, when He was in the 
spiritual body and was no longer inhibited by 
any handicap of the flesh, He set His seal 
upon the entire Old Testament in words that 
cannot be questioned. 

In one of His earlier conversations with His 
doubting disciples, He reproved them in 
strong words for being so slow of heart to be­
lieve all that the prophets had spoken. Then, 
"beginning from Moses and from all the 
prophets, He interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning Himself." 
The phrase "Mos�s and the prophets" encom­
passes two sections of the Old Testament text, 
the books of the law and the writings of the 
prophets. The poetical books were all group­
ed together as the psalms. 

So in the forty-fourth verse of this same 
chapter of Luke, He speaks to another group 
and says: 

"These are the words which I spake unto 
you while I was yet with you, that all things 
must be fulfilled, which were written in the 
law of Moses, and the prophets, and the 
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psalms, concerning Me. Then opened He 
their mind, that they might understand the 
Scriptures." 

Following which, He gave to them a series of 
interpretations concerning His suffering and 
resurrection and the consequent salvation 
that should follow. 

The need of the world today is that men who 
pose as leaders of the church should come in 
humility to Jesus Christ, that- He might open 
also their eyes to see t-he truth of the Scriptures. 

The second type of evidence is closely allied 
to this first paragraph of His direct state­
ments. It is not too much to say in terms of 
assurance that He considered the fulfillment 
of the Old Testament both necessary and cer­
tain. It is easy to comprehend why this must 
be so, if they were the Words of God. The 
fulfillment of purely human expressions is 
neither necessary nor certain, but what God 
speaks must be accomplished. In the well 
known Sermon on the Mount, as it is recorded 
by Matthew, we find in His teaching con­
cerning the Old Testament text, that He did 
not come to destroy it. Rather the purpose 
of His coming was to fulfill it! Then he said 
in the strongest language that could be used, 
"For verily I say unto you, until Heaven and 
earth pass away not one jot nor one tittle shall 
pass from the law, until all shall be fulfilled." 

The statement that the fulfillment of the 
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Old Testament was more certain than the con­
tinuance of the physical creation, lifts those 
writings so high above human literary pro­
ductions that they can be considered only as 
supernatural in their origin. 

It is to be noted that in this same statement 
Jesus Christ said that He had come to fulfill 
those Scriptures. As we have before noted, 
the law was a contract between God and His 
people. Jesus Christ fulfilled the conditions 
of that contract and established the conditions 
of a new one. Since it was God who drew 
up and phrased the earlier contract, only God 
could define the conditions of the new one 
that replaced the older covenant. Thus one 
of the major purposes of the Incarnation was 
that God might Himself fulfill, on behalf of 
men, the conditions of the Old Testament, 
and in so doing erect the structure of a new 
agreement between God and man. 

So also in Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter, 
in the paragraph that we have referred to 
before, He states that they must be fulfilled, 
and the emphasis is on the word "must." 

In John 10:35, referring again to the 
Psalms, He said the Scriptures cannot be 
broken. It seems to be conclusive to the un­
prejudiced mind that Jesus believed the ful­
fillment of the Old Testament text was neces­
sary and certain, because God was their au­
thor. 

Any student of the New Testament must at 
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once be impressed with the third type of evi­
dence offered by Jesus, in the use He made of 
the Old Testament in His teachings. As He 
journeyed about in His itinerant ministry, un­
folding God and the things of the Spirit, He 
used the ancient writings in four ways. First, 
He used them for illustrations. In so doing, he 
authenticated the historicity of the incidents 
to which He ref erred. An instance of this 
will be found in the twelfth chapter of Mat­
thew. As Jesus tells of the visit of the Queen 
of Sheba to Solomon, He puts His seal of ap­
proval upon the historical sections of the Old 
Testament text which deal with that notable 
visit. Thus the tenth chapter of I Kings and 
the ninth chapter of II Chronicles are illum­
ined by the apparently casual reference that 
Jesus made to the events recorded in those 
chapters. It is apparent that if He was the 
Great Teacher and the Perfect Man, He could 
not have deceived His hearers as to the his­
toricity of these events. He speaks of them 
plainly as actualities. 

The question of credibility of the witnesses 
must here be settled. We have heard profes­
sors of many subjects in modern classrooms 
sneer at these records of the Old Testament 
text, classifying them as myth, folklore, and 
tradition. Such critics find themselves in 
direct opposition to the One Whom they 
themselves called the Great Teacher. To any 
Christian it is enough to say that since Jesus 
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Christ believed these events to be historical, 
only the Spirit of anti-Christ can question 
the integrity of the record. 

The narrative in the fourth chapter of Luke 
tells how the people of Galilee were much in­
censed when at Nazareth, the home of His 
youth, He illustrated His lesson by referring 
to the Gentile widow in the days of Elijah 
as being more worthy of the prophet's help 
than any who were in Israel at that time. He 
emphasized this unwelcome truth by remind­
ing them also that though there were many 
lepers in Israel at the time of Elisha, none of 
them was healed, but the power of God was 
extended to N aaman, the Gentile. With great 
wrath they cast Him out of the synagogue and 
for:i;ned a mob to slay Him; but as they got to 
the hill from whence they intended to cast 
Him down, He slipped through their hands 
and went on His way. 

Their anger was aroused by the use He 
made of the Old Testament text to condemn 
them for their hardness of heart and their re­
fusal to hear the Word of God. But in so us­
ing that record, He set His seal of approval 
and authority upon some of the greatest mir­
acles of the Old Testament, thus making 
credible the sections of the manuscript that 
are most often called into question today. The 
miracle of the widow's cruse of oil �nd the 
measure of meal, the drouth of three and one­
half years that was brought about by the 
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faith of the prophet and the supernatural 
cleansing of N aaman, are quoted from the Old 
Testament text as actual happenings, when 
Jesus Christ used them by way of illustration. 

One of the most graphic and vivid illustra­
tions that the Saviour offered in His wide 
ministry, is found in the third chapter of John. 
Here the Saviour likened Himself and His 
Crucifixion to the brass serpent that Moses 
raised in the wilderness. It is known to stu­
dents of the Scriptures that brass is a sym­
bol of judgment, while the serpent is the pic­
ture of sin. So when Jesus said, "As Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up: that who­
soever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life," He was stating a fu­
ture fact made credible by an historical hap­
pening. But in so doing He emphasized the 
historicity of that whole marvelous episode 
in the Desert of Zin. He found nothing in­
credible in the fact that God could do such 
marvels! 

It is considered smart in certain circles to­
day to explain away the miracles of the Old 
Testament text on the grounds of their im­
probability. In saying that Jesus Christ un­
doubtedly knew more about God than any 
man who has ever lived, there is no danger of 
successful contradiction. Laying aside for a 
moment the question of His nature and origin, 
and even conceding for the sake of argument. 
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that which we know to be false, namely, that 
He was only human, the fact is still conceded 
that He knew more about God than any man 
who has so far lived. It is of tremendous sig­
nificance that the man who knew most about 
God believed most simply in the miracles re­
corded in the Old Testament text. Indeed, we 
have noted in our own ministry that the 
further from God an individual has drifted, 
the more apt is he to question the record of 
God's workings in the pages of the Bible. 

Jesus Christ had no such difficulty, so in 
the sixth chapter of John, in the forty-ninth 
verse, plainly and bluntly He says, " ... your 
fathers ate the manna in the wilderness." He 
also reminds them, in the thirty-second verse, 
that it was not Moses that gave to the horde 
bread out of Heaven, but that it came from 
His Father. Upon the credibility of this sec­
tion of the Old Testament text, Jesus Christ 
bases His entire ministry and offers salvation 
to men. 

Thus, in these four illustrations, we find the 
attitude of Christ toward the Old Testament 
text. It was an attitude of sincere belief in its 
historical value. 

The second way in which he used the Old 
Testament in His ministry was as a basis for 
arguments. As the first instance, in the 
twelfth chapter of Mark, the Sadducees who 
did not believe in a literal resurrection, 

· sought to confuse Him with the hypothetical
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case of a woman who had several husbands 
in this life and might have some difficulty in 
deciding which one was to be her husband in 
the life to come! Taking this occasion to set 
forth the certainty of a resurrection and a life 
after death, Jesus Christ referred to the in­
cident of Moses who talked with God in the 
burning bush. Upon the historicity of that 
occurrence, He predicated His teachings con­
cerning immortality. 

If there is one episode of the Old Testament 
that is more bitterly derided by infidelity than 
any other, it is this very record that Christ 
has Himself accredited. Basing His argument 
upon the continuity of life experienced by 
certain of the patriarchs, He testifies to the 
credibility of Moses' experience in words that 
cannot be misunderstood. 

Again in the twelfth chapter of Matthew, in 
His teachings concerning the Sabbath Day, 
challenged by the Pharisees who thought that 
His disciples had violated the law of the Sab­
bath, Jesus argued in their defense. As a basis 
for His argument, He refers to the well known 
episode of David in the twenty-first chapter 
of I Samuel. Upon the historicity of this event 
He bases His reasoning concerning the supe­
riority of man over the day of rest. 

Likewise in the nineteenth chapter of Mat­
thew we find the teachings of Jesus concern­
ing the sanctity of marriage. Answering the 
Pharisees, who again tested Him with ques-
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tions of the law concerning divorce, Jesus 
quotes the first chapter of Genesis .. He refers 
to the special and specific creation of man. 
Not only does He agree with the historical 
credibility of Moses, but he repeats the Mosaic 
statement concerning the purpose of the crea­
tion of man. 

Using these three historical episodes as a 
basis for argument, He puts Himself on rec­
ord as to His faith in those words. A great 
deal has been said by the critical school in our 
generation about the "teachings of Jesus." It 
is odd that men blinded by prejudice have not 
been able to discern the impossibility of sep­
arating "the teachings of Jesus" from the 
problem of the credibility of the Old Testa­
ment! 

He also used the ancient records as a source 
of warning to His and later generations. In 
the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew, Christ 
refers to the flood in the days of Noah. Read­
ing His words as found in verses thirty-seven 
to thirty-nine, there are some remarkable 
statements coming from the lips of the Great 
Teacher. Either He was woefully ignorant or 
criticism today is vastly unreliable. Categor­
ically, Jesus stated that in the time of His re­
turn the earth would be in the condition in 
which it was found in the days of Noah. Noah, 
therefore, was not a traditional character. He 
was a figure of history. Christ stated that in 
the days before the flood, they were living a 
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normal, more or less contented life. It is also 
evident from this that there was a literal 
flood. He again states that Noah entered into 
the ark with seed of various species and that 
only this remnant was saved. 

Categorically, item by item, Jesus thus 
accepts the historicity of the very events that 
are most bitterly criticized and questioned 
today. Upon the certainty of these happen­
ings He bases His warnings of a judgment yet 
to come. 

In like manner, in Luke the tenth chapter, 
Jesus introduces into His ministry a solemn 
warning based upon the historical fact of the 
destruction of Sodom, Tyre, and Sidon. Here 
again we find an inescapable conflict between 
the teachings and concepts of Jesus Christ and 
the superficial unbelief of the modern system 
of religious education. Disputed passages of 
the Old Testament seem to have been favor­
ites with the Saviour! If He had lived in our 
day and had taken a full course in the popular 
subject known as "Errors and Contradictions 
in the Text of the Bible," He could not have 
more perfectly answered the critics. 

In the calm assurance that these three cities 
of antiquity had been destroyed, exactly as 
the Scriptures have recorded. He had the 
boldness to warn Bethsaida of her impending 
destruction. On one other occasion, He dealt 
with this same period of history and referred 
this time to the miracle of Lot's wife. This 
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record we find in the seventeenth chapter of 
Luke. Jesus described the happy case of liv­
ing in Sodom in the days of Lot and the sud­
den destruction when Heaven rained fire and 
brimstone upon that degenerate city. He told 
of the complete destruction of the city with 
all of its inhabitants and based a solemn 
warning on the sad fate of Lot's wife. It is 
quite evident that Jesus accepted the histor­
icity of that tragedy, wherein a woman was 
turned to a pillar of salt. 

The final way in which the Son of God re­
ferred to the Old Testament text in His teach­
ings was the constant use of prophecies about 
Himself which He introduced into His teach­
ing. In the fourth chapter of Luke He quotes 
from the sixty-first chapter of Isaiah, where 
the prophet of old had described the scene and 
nature of the ministry of Jesus. It is of some 
significance that the Lord ref erred the second 
half of the Book of Isaiah to the same writer 
who had inscribed the earlier portions. Criti­
cism today loudly shouts for two Isaiahs, but 
the Great Teacher knew only one. 

In the twenty-first chapter of Matthew the 
Lord Jesus foretold His own rejection, as it is 
set forth in the verses of the 118th Psalm. He 
applied this prophecy of the rejected stone to 
the treatment that Israel was to accord Him. 
He also warned them that the Kingdom of 
God should be taken away from the Jew and 
given to the Gentiles because of the rejection 
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of Him Who was the Son of God and the 
Saviour of Israel. He had no doubt in His 
own mind about .the certainty of the fulfill­
ment of the prophecy concerning Himself, 
and history certainly vindicated His reliance 
upon the infallibility of the ·written Word. 

In view of the large number of prophecies 
in the Old Testament text concerning Christ, 
we can refer, of course, to only a few as He 
used them. In the thirteenth chapter of John 
the Saviour again quotes from the forty-first 
Psalm a prophecy of the betrayal by Judas. 
Without personal bitterness, but rather with 
sadness over the fate of him who should ful­
fill that prophecy, Jesus set forth the credi­
bility of that prophetic utterance in terms of 
finality. In this same fashion in Luke the 
twenty-second chapter, He quoted from the 
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, applying the 
words of that great prophecy to His own death 
on Calvary. Isaiah had said that the Saviour 
would die with malefactors. Before Christ 
was betrayed and arrested, He warned His 
disciples of the fulfillment of that prophecy 
which had stated that He would be executed 
as a malefactor in the company of others who 
were likewise condemned. 

It is still somewhat the fashion to jest about 
the "fish story" in the book of Jonah. Jesus 
Christ, however, in the twelfth chapter of 
Matthew takes the prophecy of Jonah as a 
pre-figure of His own death and resurrection. 



178 INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF INSPIRATION 

Plainly and bluntly, He stated that He would 
lie in the grave the same period of time that 
Jonah was inside the monster of the deep. 

The reader may well ponder the signifi­
cance of this utterance. Have you ever been 
tempted to indulge in cheap humor over the 
episode of Jonah's strange experience? In 
that case, remember that the resurrection of 
Christ is linked to the experience of Jonah by 
the unbreakable chain of prophecy and its ful­
fillment. 

So from the use that Jesus Christ made of 
the Old Testament in His teaching ministry, 
we can see something of His conception of its 
value and authority. Whether He used it for 
illustration, as a basis of argument, in warn­
ing, or as prophecy fulfilled in Himself, He 
handled the ancient record with a holy rev­
erence in the belief that it was the Word of 
God. 

To conclude the testimony of Jesus, may we 
refer to the manner in which He depended 
upon Scripture in His conflict with Satan. 
The words of Jesus were as powerful as any 
words ever uttered by God or man. In the 
thirteenth chapter of Mark, Jesus says in 
verse thirty-one: 

"Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my 
words shall not pass away." 

Again in the sixth chapter of John, in verse 
sixty-three, we hear the Son of God saying: 
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"The words that I speak unto you, they are 
Spirit and they are Life." 

He claimed also that the words that He ut­
tered were not His own but the words of the 
Father Who sent Him. 

Against this background it is interesting to 
note that in the testing in the wilderness, as 
recorded in the fourth chapter of Matthew, 
Jesus relied upon the Old Testament as His 
sole defense against Satan. To the threefold 
temptation, Jesus had one answer, "It is writ­
ten." Following His utterance, He then de­
feated Satan by a citation from the Old Testa­
ment. And this, in the face of the fact that the 
Devil had previously confessed the power 
resident in Jesus' words to turn stones into 
bread! 

It has often been asked why the Saviour 
relied upon the Old Testament text, instead 
of blasting Satan with the power of His own 
authority. It is not difficult to find an ade­
quate answer to this question. In the tempta­
tion in the wilderness Jesus was giving us an 
example of how Satan can best be defeated. 

The only alternative to the acceptance of 
the Bible as the Word of God, is to discredit 
the person of Christ and to discount His testi­
mony. On which side of this dilemma are 
you? 
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CHAPTER VII 

The Voice of Prophecy 

O
NE of the mightiest links in the gi:eat
chain of evidence that sustains the doc­

trine of the inspiration of the Bible is that 
of prophecy and its fulfillment. Students in 
every age have been swayed by this unan­
swerable argument, and some of the greatest 
thinkers of the Christian centuries have been 
led into faith by this testimony. The reader 
may remember the famous case of Tatian, 
who was the author of the Diatessaron. This 
great philosopher and apologist of the second 
century writes in simple but graphic language 
of his own conversion. He tells us that after 
having taken his degree in philosophy, he 
purposed to devote his entire life to the search 
for truth. He states that while he was giving 
his most earnest attention to that matter he 
came in contact with the Old Testament 
Scriptures. Finding them superlatively above 
the errors of men, he was led to put faith in 
those writings very largely "through the fore­
knowledge displayed of future events" by the 
writers of the Old Testament text. 

Countless volumes have been written and 
numerous sermons preached on the subject of 

183 
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prophecy and its fulfillment. So in this chap­
ter we will simplify the argument by present­
ing certain examples of the proof of prophecy 
as an evidence of the plenary inspiration of 
the Bible. 

Certainly this is a justifiable line of proce­
dure, since God E:imself points to prophecy as 
an absolute proof that it is He who speaks. In 
the forty-second chapter of Isaiah we find 
these words spoken by God to the prophet: 

"I am the Lord: that is my name: and my 
glory will I not give to another, neither my 
praise to graven images. Behold, the former 
things are come to pass, and new things do 
I declare: Before they spring forth I tell you 
of them." 

In protesting against the idolatry of Egypt, 
God offers as one evidence of His supernal 
power that omniscience which Deity alone 
can possess. Being thus able to foretell future 
events, God seeks to establish reverence for 
Himself in the minds of men who are certain­
ly not able to compete with Him in this par­
ticular realm! 

Thus in the forty-fourth chapter of Isaiah 
we have this further word: 

"Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and 
his redeemer the Lord of Hosts; I am the 
first, and I am the last; and beside me there 
is no God. And who, as I, shall call, and 
shall declare it, and set it in order for me, 
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since I appointed· the ancient people? and 
the things th&t are coming, and shall come, 
let them shew unto them." 

Here again the omnipotent Godhead reminds 
the people of Israel that if there are other 
gods besides Him, they should be able also to 
foretell coming events, as He has consistently 
done. Indeed, God constantly challenges all 
other religions to foretell events of the distant 
future, if there is any power or authority in 
their teachings. 

This point is emphasized in the forty-first 
chapter of Isaiah, where God speaks to this 
purpose: 

"Produce your cause, saith the Lord; bring 
forth your strong reasons, saith the King 
of Jacob. 
Let them bring them forth, and shew us 
what shall happen: let them shew the for­
mer things, what they be, that we may con­
sider them, and know the latter end of 
them; or declare us things for to come. 
Shew the things that are to come here­
after, that we may know that ye are gods: 
yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dis­
mayed, and behold it together. 
Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work of 
nought: an abomination is he that chooseth 
you. 
I have raised up one from the north, and he 
shall come: from the rising of the sun shall 
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he call upon my name: and he shall come 
upon princes as upon mortar, and as the 
potter treadeth clay. 
Who hath declared from the beginning, 
that we may know? and beforetime, that we 
may say, He is righteous? yea, there is none 
that heareth your words. 
The first shall say to Zion, Behold, behold 
them: and I will give to Jerusalem one that 
bringeth good tidings. 
For I beheld, and there was no man; even 
among them, and there was no counsellor, 
that, when I asked of them, could answer a 
word. 
Behold, they are all vanity; their works are 
nothing: their molten images are wind and 
confusion." 

In the twenty-second verse God challenges 
the heathen religions to show things that are 
going to happen. He demands that the cults 
of idolatry should let us know the latter end 
of the former things and declare to us things 
that are to come. 

In the twenty-third verse he says that if 
they are not able to foretell coming events, 
then they are not gods. Foretelling the com­
ing of One who should tread the enemies of 
God under his feet as a potter treadeth clay, 
He reminds Israel that He has declared this 
from the beginning. Therefore, since no other 
cult or creed is able to foretell coming events 
with historical accuracy, God concludes that 
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molten images are vanity and confusion. 
Continuing this argument in the forty-fifth 

chapter, God strengthens His statement in 
terms of abolute finality with these words: 

"Assemble yourselves and come; draw near 
together, ye that are escaped of the nations: 
they have no knowledge that set up the 
wood of their graven image, and pray un­
to a god that cannot save. 
Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them 
take counsel together; who hath declared 
this from ancient time? who hath told it 
from that time? have not I the Lord? and 
there is no God else besides me; a just God 
and a Saviour; there is none besides me. 
Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends 
of the earth: for I am God, and there is none 
else." 

His statement is that there is no God else be­
sides Him, in that He alone has been able to 
foretell from antiquity the events of the fu­
ture. His conclusive utterance is given in the 
forty-sixth chapter of Isaiah, where we read: 

"Remember the former things of old; for I 
am God, and there is none else; I am God, 
and there is none like me, 
Declaring the end from the beginning, and 
from ancient times the things that are not 
yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, 
and I will do all my pleasure." 
Not only Isaiah, but certain of the other 
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writing prophets received this same strong 
testimony from the lips of God. As an in­
stance, in the twenty-eighth chapter of Jere­
miah, we read: 

"The prophets that have been before me 
and before thee of old prophesied both 
against many countries, and against great 
kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of pest­
ilence. 
The prophet which prophesieth of peace, 
when the word of the prophet shall come 
to pass, then shall the prophet be known, 
that the Lord hath truly sent him." 

Here the conclusive utterance is made that if 
prophecies were historically fulfilled, that is 
prinia f acie evidence that God Almighty had 
spoken through those prophets. This was no 
new utterance made by Jeremiah, as the same 
statement had been made centuries before by 
Moses, as recorded in the eighteenth chapter 
of Deuteronomy. This is perhaps the heart of 
all the Old Testament teachings on prophecy, 
so that it will not be amiss to remind the read­
er of these words as found in verses fifteen to 
twenty-two: 

"The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee 
a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy 
brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall 
hearken; According to all that thou de­
siredst of the Lord thy God in Horeb in the 
day of the assembly, saying, Let me not 
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hear again the voice of the Lord my God, 
neither let me see this great fire any more, 
that I die not. 
And the Lord said unto me, They have well 
spoken that which they have spoken. 
I will raise them up a Prophet from among 
their brethren, like unto thee, and will put 
my words in his mouth; and he shall speak 
unto them all that I shall command him. 
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
will not hearken unto my words which he 
shall speak in my name, I will require it of 
him. But the prophet, which shall pre­
sume to speak a word in my name, which I 
have not commanded him to speak, or that 
shall speak in the name of other gods, even 
that prophet shall die. 
And if thou say in thine heart, How shall 
we know the word which the Lord hath not 
spoken? 
When a prophet speaketh in the name of 
the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come 
to pass, that is the thing which the Lord 
hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spok­
en it presumptuously; thou shalt not be 
afraid of him." 

It is inevitable that the question of the cred­
ibility of a prophet should arise. Anticipating 
this event, God gave to Israel a rule by which 
they could discern true prophecy from decep­
tion. 

If a prophet foretold a coming event and the 
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event did not transpire according to his proph­
ecy, that was to be accepted as evidence that 
God had not spoken through that prophet. 
But if a man ordained of God to the ministry 
of prophecy should describe a coming event 
and the event was enacted in accordance with 
his prophecy, that was proof positive that God 
had spoken that thing. 

It is a conceded fact that human wisdom 
and foresight cannot pick up the curtain of 
eternity to peer ahead into time by so much 
as twenty-four hours. Therefore, if events 
are set forth in writing centuries before they 
transpire, God must have inspired that writ­
ing. Only He can foretell the future. 

It is of interest to note that no other reli­
gion has even attempted to prophesy in the 
sense that the Scriptures use prophecy. We 
are familiar with the pagan oracles, all of 
them obscure, ambiguous, and capable of be­
ing interpreted either way. These oracles pre­
sumed to speak on any subject that was not 
vital to the salvation of men. Their utter­
ances were generally trifling and unworthy, 
dealing with greed, personal ambition, and 
purely local subjects. The oracles were gen­
erally based on a considerable volume of local 
information and the shrewd foresight of some 
well-informed priest. When they failed, as 
they so often did, all sorts of excuses were 
offered for the failure. The utterances of 
pagan oracles are no more to be compared 



THE VOICE OF PROPHECY 191 

with the prophecies of the Scriptures than 
night can be compared with day. 

There were also in antiquity various schools 
of divination. By various methods, from astrol­
ogy to the haphazard manner in which a 
bundle of sticks chanced to land after being 
thrown in the air, the diviners attempted to 
prophesy future events. In those weird days 
the casual diet of some strange bird of passage 
might be used to foretell the probable out­
come of some great battle. 

Divination and prophecy are not to be con­
fused. In order that the reader may have a 
clear contrast between these two subjects, 
may we note the following facts: 

a-Prophecy speaks only of the person and
events that are connected with God's plan
of redemption and the establishment of His
Kingdom on this earth. Divination knows
nothing of human redemption and is in
complete ignorance of the Kingdom of God
and the reign of our Saviour.

b-Prophecy is the work of the Holy Spirit.
All true and accurate foretelling of events,
conforming to the rules of prophecy, is the
work of God. In divination, however, such
success as diviners may achieve results
either from shrewd human foresight, or
from Satanic power.

c-Prophecy gives God's words only. Certain
forms of divination claim to give the words
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of dead men, seeking communication with 
the departed dead. The diviner would give 
men counsel and guidance from hell and 
the grave! Thus, if a credible message did 
come through divination, its sources would 
be the Devil and not God. 

cl-Prophecy gives objective truth. Inspired
by the Spirit of God, the prophets of old
wrote of events beyond their knowledge,
and certainly outside their own control.
Divination, on the contrary, gives advice
based upon subjective presentiment.

e-Finally, prophecy has Jesus Christ as its
chief objective. It deals with His coming,
His death, His resurrection and His return.
Divination knows nothing of Christ and has
no hope of salvation to offer to a lost world.
Therefore, there has never been and there
is not today any source of foreknowledge
concerning coming events outside of the in­
spired Word of God. If it can be shown
that the writings of the Bible contain an
unquestionable evidence of true prophecy,
the case for inspiration is conclusively
proved.

It is necessary that we briefly state the tests
of true prophecy. There has been so much of 
fraud and deception in the world, that we 
cannot expect men blindly to accept the Bi­
ble's claims to infallibility unless those claims 
can be sustained. To clarify the question and 
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to show the nature of prophecy, let us con­
sider these four rules: 

a-A prophecy must be an unveiling of the
future that no mere human foresight could
guess.

b-A prophecy must be spoken so long before
the event takes place that the lapse of time
will preclude the agency of the prophet
himself in bringing to pass the fulfillment
thereof.

c-Prophecy must contain a sufficient num­
ber of details to exclude accident or guess­
work.

d-A prophecy is fully accredited only by its
historical fulfillment.

Looking back over those rules, we may
note, for instance, the value of the first sug­
gestion. In a recent election a very wise po­
litical observer forecast an overwhelming 
majority in favor of his candidate. Later 
events proved that his forecast was justified

) 

and the candidate was elected bv an enor­
mous majority. Would that constitute proph­
ecy? Not at all. 

This political prognosticator had agents in 
every state, county, city and town in the 
United States of America. He even had agents 
in the rural sections, who gathered and for­
warded to him the reactions of the entire na­
tion to the propaganda that was spread abroad 

7 
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with sue:h a prodigal haµd. Correlating ad­
vice, information, and records from one sec­
tion to another, this man by shrewd foresight 
could guess at the probable outcome with 
every hope of success. To qualify as a proph­
et, we would suggest that this observer at­
tempt a real demonstration, which we here 
present. 

If the world wags on in its present order 
and system, there will be another man elected 
to that same office in the year 2036. If this 
prognosticator can tell us the name of that 
candidate, the place where he will be born. 
his lineage, schooling and early career, the 
length of his reign and the place and manner 
of his death, that could qualify as a case of 
prophecy. 

Every detail added to a prophecy further 
excludes accident or guesswork on the part of 
the prophet. It was comparatively simple for 
the prophets to say that some day a Saviour 
would come; but when they added three hHn­
dred and thirty-three specific details, all of 
which were fulfilled in the life, death, and 
resurrection of the Saviour, they built up a 
sustaining framework of certainty that can­
not be refuted. 

The argument from prophecy, then, may 
be set forth in clear and simple words. If 
events of future history were foretold in ac­
cordance with the rules of prophecy, God 
must have inspired the writers, as no one else 
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could do so. That the prophets did so foretell 
history can be established by records that 
cannot be questioned. 

There are, first of all, numerous and detail­
ed prophecies concerning the Hebrew people. 
Beginning with the first definite promise con­
cerning the children of Israel, we turn to the 
twelfth chapter of Genesis. In the first three 
verses we are confronted with a statement 
made to a man some seventy-five years of age, 
who has no child to bear his name or to con­
tinue his lineage. His wife also is long past 
the age when any woman may hope to be­
come a mother. Yet to this elderly and child­
less man, God said, "I will make of thee a 
great nation." In that same promise God 
further stated that His blessing would be up­
on that nation and His favor would be upon 
all them who should later show kindness to 
this race. Continuing these promises and 
prophecies concerning a coming race, the 
Word of God states that through this man 
Abraham shall all the races of the earth be 
blessed. Since Jesus Christ was born into the 
family of Israel and on the maternal side can 
be reckoned a descendant of Abraham, that 
prophecy has certainly been fulfilled. 

Even more striking, in the fifteenth chap­
ter of Genesis is the instance where God 
prophesies to a childless man that his seed 
shall be in bondage in a land that is not theirs. 
This prophecy states that the Egyptian servi-
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tude was to last four centuries and to end in 
great affliction and suffering. As a result, 
upon the nation that afflicted the seed of 
Abraham the judgment of God would be 
poured out, and the redeemed slaves would 
depart out of that land with great substance. 
Thus, years before a child was born to Abra­
ham, the future of the race that was to spring 
from that child had been depicted in detailed 
fashion. 

God spoke again to this elderly and child­
less man some years later, in the words re­
corded in the seventeenth chapter of Genesis. 
To a man some eighty-five years of age, God 
uttered a strange and almost unbelievable 
prophecy. He stated that this childless man 
would become the father of many nations. 
From the vantage point of the present cen­
tury, we can look back on this utterance and 
count the tribes and nations of people in the 
Mohammedan world who, in addition to the 
Hebrew race, trace their ancestry back to this 
man Abraham. 

In the thirty-ninth chapter of Isaiah there 
is another unanswerable evidence of proph­
ecy, when the writer foretells the Babylonian 
captivity of Judah because of the folly of King 
Hezekiah. In words so literally fulfilled that 
the prophecy sounds like the later historic 
event, transcribed by an eyewitness, the 
carrying away to Babylon is foretold genera­
tions before it occurred. In this section it is 
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interesting to note that the twenty-ninth 
chapter of Jeremiah foretold that the captiv­
ity would last for seventy years. This is the 
prophecy that Daniel ref erred to when he 
said that he had learned by books in his pos­
session that the end of the captivity had come, 
and that the time for the return of the people 
to the land was at hand. These detailed proph­
ecies are too numerous to give extensively in 
so short a discussion as this, so we give merely 
the high lights of the manner in which God 
delineated history centuries in advance. 

In the twenty-eighth chapter of Deuteron­
omy the present dispersion on the face of the 
earth is foretold for the children of Israel. In 
that same chapter their servitude to Babylon 
and Rome are both prophesied in terms that 
cannot be misconstrued. 

The twenty-third chapter of Numbers holds 
the hopeful promise that throughout all the 
sufferings and wanderings of the people, they 
shall be preserved by God's power and shall 
prosper and become numerous even as we 
have observed them to be in our generation. 
How could any human power thus foresee 
the remarkable history of the Hebrew 'race 
and so 'delineate the course of their develop­
ment with such fidelity to fact? 

Jeremiah and Amos both foretell that the 
nation Israel is destined for a great and glori­
ous future. No matter how dark the present 
hour may seem to the people of Israel, they 
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have the assurance of the infallible Word of 
God that a brighter and happier day is in 
store for them. 

To summarize this brief presentation, we 
have an evidence for the graphic appeal of 
prophecy that can be given in one simple il­
lustration. While the children of Israel were 
still living in the land of Canaan and many 
generations before Cyrus the Great was born, 
the prophet Isaiah anticipated history by 
these words in his forty-fifth chapter: 

"Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to 
Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to 
subdue nations before him; and I will loose 
the loins of kings, to open before him the 
two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be 
shut; I will go before thee, and make the 
crooked places straight: I will break in 
pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder 
the bars of iron: 
And I will give thee the treasures of dark­
ness, and hidden riches of secret places, 
that thou mayest know that I, the Lord, 
which call thee by name, am the God of 
Israel. 
For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel 
mine elect, I have even called thee by thy 
name; I have surnamed thee, though thou 
hast not known me. 
I am the Lord, and there is none else; there 
is no God besides me; I girded thee, though 
thou hast not known me; 
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That they may know from the rising of the 
sun, and from the west, that there is none 
besides me. I am the Lord, and there is 
none else." 

This man Cyrus is one of the most intrigu­
ing figures of ancient history. His rise to fame 
was meteoric and the record of his conquests 
is almost unbelievable. The time came when 
Cyrus the Great subdued every nation, and 
the whole world of antiquity became his pos­
session. It is told on good authority that 
when Cyrus had conquered Babylon and had 
taken his seat in the ancient capital of Baby­
lon, one Zerubbabel came to him with a scroll 
of the prophet Isaiah and said, "Oh, King, live 
forever! Be it known unto my lord the king 
that our God hath named him in the writings 
of His Word generations before the king was 
born." 

Cyrus was so intrigued by this statement 
that he asked that the prophecy should be 
read to him. They then read to him these 
foregoing verses from the forty-fifth chapter 
of Isaiah. The astonished king heard himself 
mentioned by name; his whole history of con­
quest foretold and the statement made that 
God raised him to a position of world power 
for the sake of what the king should accom­
plish for the people of Israel. Being con­
vinced of the reality and power of God by this 
remarkable display of omniscience, Cyrus 
made a decree and had it put in writing in 

' 
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these words, as recorded in the first chapter 
of Ezra: 

"Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord 
God of Heaven hath given me all the king­
doms of the earth; and he hath charged me 
to build him an house at Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah. 
Who is there among you of all his people? 
his God be with him, and let him go up to 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the 
house of the Lord God of Israel, (he is the 
God,) which is in Jerusalem. 
And whosoever remaineth in any place 
where he sojourneth, let the men of his 
place help him with silver, and with gold, 
and with goods, and with beasts, besides 
the freewill-offering for the house of God 
that is in Jerusalem." 

In this remarkable testimony from a king who 
had been raised in idolatry and heathenism, 
there is not only a confession of the greatness 
of one true God, but also a testimony to the 
value of prophecy, that is striking in its ef­
fect. Upon the basis of this proclamation 
made by the king, who was converted to faith 
in God by the fulfillment of prophecy, the 
children of Israel returned to rebuild again 
their ancient habitation. 

It has often seemed to us peculiar that the 
evidence sufficient to convert Cyrus the 
Great, and able to transform the philosophers 
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of antiquity, is so lightly considered by the so­
called intelligentsia of our generation. With 
all of our wisdom and culture, illumined by 
the light of Christian civilization, we should 
have at least as much discernment and wis­
dom as was possessed by this man two and 
one-half thousands of years ago. The dishon­
esty of modern criticism is nowhere more 
glaringly apparent than in the attempt of the 
critics to relegate the writing of Isaiah to a 
later date, so as to avoid the necessity of fac­
ing such evidence as is here introduced! 

The second group of prophecies that we 
should consider are those concerning other 
nations than Israel. While the children of 
Israel are the chief theme of the Old Testa­
ment, other nations are dealt with by the 
prophets as they impinge upon the history, 
development, and conduct of the Hebrew peo­
ple. The nations that have held Israel cap­
tive, as well as those that have been a means 
of advancing the Kingdom of God, are legi­
timately the subjects of prophecy. To these 
must be added those nations and people who 
felt Ggtl's hand in judgment because of dis­
obedilnce to His precepts. In a very brief 
paragraph, we may summarize the evidence 
contained in the history of these people. 

Every student of Scripture and history is 
familiar with the remarkable manner in 
which Daniel foretold successive world king­
doms in his series of prophecies. In the day 
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when Nebuchadnezzar was at the height of 
his power, Daniel foretold the collapse of his 
rule and the setting up of the dominion of 
Media-Persia. He told also how the Persian 
empire would be followed by the world em­
pire of Alexander, which, in turn, would be 
replaced by a fourth mighty sovereignty 
which we know now to have been Rome. 

Since Daniel wrote in the first quarter of 
the sixth century, B.C., his marvelous prophe­
cies concerning the four great world empires 
constituted an historical confirmation of the 
inspiration of the Bible that criticism has nev­
er been able to set aside. There has been a 
weak and feeble attempt to discredit Daniel 
and charge his writings to some later un­
known mythical redactor who was presumed 
to have written some centuries after Daniel. 
But, since this theory was based entirely up­
on the "wishful thinking" of infidelity and 
has utterly failed to produce one iota of proof 
as to its credibility, it has been discarded and 
discredited by thinking men. The traditional 
date for the writing of Daniel was accepted 
by the translators of the Septuagint '\l\�rsion, 
and had there been any tampering with the 
contents of that prophecy, those learned rab­
bis would have been quick to denounce such 
conduct. 

In the days when proud and mighty Tyre 
was in the full glory of her greatest power, 
the prophet Isaiah directed his twenty-third 
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chapter to a discussion of the impending de­
struction of that great city. This prophecy of 
Isaiah is further strengthened by a similar 
outcry from Ezekiel. This latter prophet in a 
large section of his great book foretells the 
coming judgment upon Tyre, and depicts her 
absolute destruction. Three chapters of 
Ezekiel, twenty-six, twenty-seven, and twen­
ty-eight, are given over to a detailed proph­
ecy of the events of the siege of Tyre, even 
to the sweeping bare of her foundations as 
was so literally fulfilled in the day of her de­
struction. 

So also the prophet Zechariah devotes three 
verses of his ninth chapter to the impending 
destruction that God has threatened against 
that city. Smitten on all sides as armies and 
navies combined in their assault upon the 
supposedly impregnable fortress, Tyre was 
destroyed with fire and the very ashes swept 
into oblivion. This destruction was accom­
plished under the hand of Alexander the 
Great, who found the reduction of Tyre the 
most difficult military task in all his cam­
paigns. 

The brave and energetic resistance that 
Tyre made to Alexander is one of the ro­
mances of antiquity. Not having a fleet at his 
command, the great conqueror was obliged to 
build a mole from the mainland to the island 
upon which Tyre was situated. As fast as he 
could push his mole from the mainland to 



204 INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF INSPffiATION 

within striking distance of the fortress, the 
defenders would sally forth and destroy his 
works. After many such failures, Alexander 
decided that it would be impossible to subdue 
the fortress without naval aid. He, therefore, 
conscripted ships from the various Phoenician 
cities that had submitted to his yoke. With 
the aid of this fleet Alexander blockaded 
Tyre, and prevented the defenders from issu­
ing forth to molest his workmen. 

When the new mole was at length built up 
to the very walls of the city and the walls 
were breached, the stubborn defenders still 
refused to yield. Alexander himself led the 
assault upon the city and put all the defend­
ers to the sword. More than 8,000 men died 
at their posts, and some 30,000 of the citizens 
were captured and sold in the slave mart. So 
great was the power of this island fortress 
that Alexander spent seven months reducing 
this one city to ruins. The holocaust that 
swept over Tyre at the time of its destruction 
is a complete vindication of the accuracy of 
the prophets who had foretold her destruction 
centuries before it transpired. 

Another powerful city of antiquity was the 
Assyrian capital of Nineveh. The prophet 
Nahum,,writing about 712 B.C., gave a graph­
ic description of the destruction of this strong­
hold. With a detailed presentation that is no 
less than astounding, Nahum tells of a coming 
event with superhuman fidelity to detail. The 
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finest record of the fulfillment of this proph­
ecy is given by Diodorus Siculus, who de­
scribed how one hundred years after the 
prophecy had been written, the city was de­
stroyed exactly as the detailed predictions 
had foretold. 

The complete book of Nahum is occupied 
with no other theme than the destruction of 
Nineveh. At the time when this prophet 
wrote, the Assyrians were the masters of the 
world and Nineveh was their proud and re­
vered seat of government. Unquestionably 
the world at large would have counted Na­
hum utterly demented if they had given any 
heed whatever to his words. But because God 
knows history before men begin to shape its 
direction, He inspired His prophet to detail 
certain events that constitute an unanswer­
able argument for inspiration. 

In the second chapter of his prophecy, Na­
hum speaks of the chariots that rage .in the 
streets and the gates of the rivers that enabled 
the enemy to enter the city. It may be re­
membered that the mighty river flowed 
through the walls of the city, and thus 
brought a sufficient water supply to the de­
f enders during any siege. But Diodorus re­
counts that the river became swollen with 
heavy rains, inundating part of the city and 
undermining the walls. The walls collapsed, 
leaving a great breach for the entrance of the 
foe. 



206 INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF INSPIRATION 

So when Nahum says in the sixth verse of 
his second chapter, "The gates of the rivers 
shall be opened and the palace shall be dis­
solved," he was foretelling a literal event that 
actually occurred. With equal precision in 
the thirteenth verse of his third chapter, the 
prophet says, "The gates of thy land shall be 
set wide open unto thine enemies and fire 
shall devour thy bars"; and again in the fif­
teenth verse he foretold the great fire that 
swept through Nineveh when the conquerors 
put it to the torch. The complete and lasting 
destruction of this mighty center of govern­
ment and conquest is one of the strangest 
chapters of ancient history. Utterly undream­
ed of by men, its possibility flouted by all who 
knew the great city, it was brought to pass 
exactly as prophecy had stated the tragedy 
would occur. 

This, then, is an evidence that reason must 
receive. We remember again the eighteenth 
chapter of Deuteronomy. There we learned 
that if a prophet spoke in the name of God, 
and the thing transpired as the prophet de­
scribed it, we would know that God was 
speaking through that man. 

This same argument can be applied with 
equal force to the history of Babylon. In the 
day of the greatness of her power, Isaiah and 
Jeremiah foretold the destruction of that city 
in specific and detailed fashion. Indeed, in 
the thirteenth chapter of Isaiah, the very na-
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tions that were to destroy Babylon are named. 
At one time criticism thought it had found 

a fatal error in this chapter of Isaiah, because 
the prophet had said that the Medes would be 
the vanguard of the horde that destroyed 
Babylon. In the twenty-first chapter of the 
Book of Isaiah, the prophet also states that 
Elam should join Media in this destruction. 
Their argument was further strengthened by 
the fact that Jeremiah, as well as Daniel, co­
incided with this statement of Isaiah. 

It has been left for recent research, how­
ever, to establish the meticulous historical ac­
curacy of these united prophecies. It was 
Darius, the Mede, who led the first assault on 
Babylon when Cyrus possessed himself of that 
land. Recently it has been shown that Cyrus 
was himself born of Elamite ancestry! The 
amazing history of that mighty conqueror has 
been more or less obscured by the mists of 
ancient tradition, but some facts are emerg­
ing now that intensify to a remarkable degree 
the accuracy of the prophetic records. 

None but a madman would have dreamed 
of prophesying the overthrow of Babylon in 
the days when Isaiah and Jeremiah were 
alive. The Babylonians were among the fierc­
est warriors of their day. They had conquer­
ed the world and bent it to their yoke. Yet 
Jeremiah prophesied in the thirtieth verse of 
his fifty-first chapter the cowardice of the 
Babylonians, who refused to defend their city 
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against the onslaught of Darius. We quote 
here his exact words: 

"The mighty men of Babylon have for­
borne to fight. They have remained in their 
holds; their might hath failed; they became 
as women; they have burned her dwelling 
places; her bars are broken." 

And again in the thirty-second verse, it 
speaks of the fright of the mighty men of 
Babylon and their unwillingness to fight in 
their own defense. Belshazzar was entertain­
ing the lords and captains of his realm in a 
mighty feast that spread drunkenness 
throughout the city, at the very hour when 
the Median horde was preparing to assault 
his city. Finding the gates undefended and a 
cowardly drunken guard unwilling to fight, 
the army swept through the city, surprising 
the Babylonians at their feast. 

In the same halls where the finger of God 
had written, "Thou art weighed in the bal­
ance and found wanting," Belshazzar was 
slain. His lifeless body fell among the spilled 
winecups and his soul sped to judgment, from 
the very seat that he had occupied when the 
prophetic doom was pronounced upon him! 

Isaiah and Jeremiah alike cried to the ut­
most of their power that the destruction of 
Babylon would be complete. They said that 
not even the nomad would pitch his tent upon 
the site of Babylon, but that the ancient city 
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would become the habitation of wild beasts 
and birds of prey. Every student of antiquity 
knows that these things transpired exactly as 
the prophets had warned they would. Is this 
human foresight? Is this shrewd observation 
or mental divination? The premise is utterly 
untenable. The only explanation that will fit 
the wonders of prophecy is the statement of 
Peter: 

"Prophecy came not in old time by will of 
man, but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Spirit of God." 

To complete the argument for inspiration 
derived from the fulfillment of prophecy, we 
need only present the indisputable prophecies 
concerning the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

Beginning with Moses and ending with 
Malachi, every prophet of the Old Testament 
tuned his harp to sing the theme of a coming 
Messiah who should redeem the race. 

In every book of the law of Moses, in the 
Psalms of David, on every page of the writing 
prophets, there is a prophetic portrait of the 
Coming Redeemer. 

When we gather together the details of the 
prophecies concerning the Saviour who was 
to come, we can construct a portrait of the Re­
deemer. So if the historical Christ of the New 
Testament conforms to the demands of that 
portrait, two things are proved. First, the 
Jesus of the New Testament is the Saviour 
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who was promised by the voice of God. Thus 
the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ is attested 
by His fulfillment of those prophecies. 

But of even more concern to our present 
study is the second fact, which is the anticipa­
tion of the coming of Christ by the writing 
prophets. As the Old Testament writers were 
able to give a detailed forecast of the person 
and work of a Man who was born centuries 
after their writings were concluded, the in­
spiration of their prophecies is thus demon­
strated. So the Deity of the historical Christ 
and the inspiration of the Old Testament are 
inevitably linked together in this study of 
the fulfillment of prophecy. 

In addition to the many direct predictions 
concerning the life and work of the Saviour, 
there are innumerable types, symbols, and 
historical parallels. As an example of a type, 
we might suggest a study of the similarity 
·between the Passover Lamb and the work of
Jesus Christ for the redemption of men. Re­
membering that the New Testament has said,
"Christ our passover hath already been sacri­
ficed for us," we are justified in calling the
paschal lamb a type of Jesus Christ.

Moreover, when John saw Jesus, he ex­
claimed, "Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world!" In the 
Book of Revelation the ascended Saviour is 
called the ''Lamb" twenty-seven times. Thus 
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we have New Testament authority for saying 
that the sacrificial animal of the Old Testa­
ment was a prophetic type of the work of re­
demption that would later be wrought by 
Jesus Christ. If the reader will consult ap­
pendix 'B' in this volume, a more detailed 
suggestion of this will be., found. 

By symbols we refer to such figures of 
speech as we find in the Old Testament, that 
refer to Christ as the Rock. Thus in Matthew, 
the twenty-first chapter, and in I Peter, the 
second chapter, where Christ is referred to 
as the rock upon which the church of God is 
founded, a symbol is explained by historical 
fulfillment. 

This same statement would apply with 
equal force to the Ark of Noah, which was a 
symbol of the redemption wrought for those 
who are safe in the keeping of Jesus Christ. 
It would apply as well to the candlestick, the 
gate, the laver, the light, the manna, and the 
veil, all of which are prophetic symbols of 
Jesus Christ. 

By historical parallels we would ref er to 
such persons as typified some phase of the 
work of Christ. As an instance, in I Corin­
thians 15:45, Jesus and Adam are linked to­
gether in the significant statement, "The first 
man Adam was made a living soul; the last 
Adam a quickening Spirit." Exactly as Adam 
was a biological miracle in that he had no 
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antecedent life, so Christ, having no father in 
the flesh, was also a biological miracle. 

The many parallels and contrasts between 
the first Adam and the last could well have 
been made the subject of a separate study, to 
which we commend the interested student. 
Since we desire to establish our case only up­
on the basis of specific and detailed predica­
tions, we will consider some of the unques­
tioned prophecies of the Old Testament that 
were fulfilled by Jesus Christ. 

The earliest promise of His coming was 
made to Adam and Eve. In Genesis 3:15, 
when God had pronounced judgment upon 
sin and the sinner, He directed His Word to­
wards Satan who had been the instigator of 
this sin. The words there used are of very 
exact significance, "And I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel." Any accredit­
ed biologist will concede the fact that mam­
malian seed is in the masculine. To speak 
of "seed of the woman" implies some act that 
is above the ordinary workings of our present 
known biological laws. This is unquestion­
ably a reference to the mingling of Deity and 
humanity in the coming of the Saviour. He 
Who is by His mother a descendant of Adam's 
race is by divine interposition Deity as well. 
In this one statement is portrayed His suffer­
ing, in that His flesh was bruised by Satan, 
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and His future triumph. It is noted that in 
Romans 16:20, the promise of God is made to 
the church of Jesus Christ which constitutes 
His body, "And the God of peace shall bruise 
Satan under your feet shortly." This is gen­
erally accepted as a reference to the second 
advent of the Saviour. 

It is impossible, of course, to date this 
prophecy even traditionally. There being no 
inspired chronology for the ante-diluvian pe­
riod, and authorities differing so widely in 
their opinions concerning those ages, we can­
not dogmatize as to the date of Adam's crea­
tion. Whenever it occurred, this prophecy is 
close to the date of the origin of the human 
race. 

The other prophecies we can date with his­
torical accuracy. One such is the promise 
made to Abraham in Genesis 22:18. Some­
where in the latter part of the twentieth cen­
tury B. C., God said to Abraham, "And in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed." We are told in the third chapter of 
Galatians, where the Holy Spirit gives us an 
inspired commentary upon this Old Testa­
ment, that the reference is to seed in the sing­
ular, and not in the plural. The conclusion is 
that the promise was fulfilled in Christ. There 
is no more authoritative interpretation of an 
Old Testament text than the clear statement 
of the New Testament writer. Therefore, we 
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conclude that the writer of the Book of Gen­
esis has recorded a prophecy concerning the 
coming of the Saviour, that was fulfilled more 
than twenty centuries after its utterance. 
Here, indeed, a sufficient span of time has 
elapsed to accredit this as true prophecy. 

Also in the forty-ninth chapter of Genesis 
and in the tenth verse, we read that when the 
Saviour comes He shall be of the tribe of Ju­
dah. There is no student of history or proph­
ecy who would suggest any question as to the 
literal fulfillment of that statement, which 
was uttered some seventeen hundred years 
before its fulfillment. This constitutes an un­
questioned evidence in the argument from 
prophecy. 

The tribe of Judah had many families, how­
ever, so Jeremiah wrote in the twenty-third 
chapter of his prophecy that the Redeemer 
would be raised out of the family of David. 
Thus six hundred years before His birth, the 
genealogy of the coming Messiah was deter­
mined by prophecy. 

About 740 B. C., Isaiah wrote, in the sev­
enth chapter of his book, a clear-cut unques­
tionable statement of the miracle by which 
Christ would be born. In recording the 
virgin birth of the Saviour, Matthew specif­
ically stated that these things were done that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
Isaiah, the prophet, that a virgin should con-
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ceive and bear a son and name him "God 
with us." Since Matthew was the personal 
companion of Jesus Christ, an eyewitness of 
the events he recorded, and an accredited au­
thority, his testimony concerning the applica­
tion of this text is conclusive to all except 
those who are governed by prejudice rather 
than reason. This prophecy was uttered al­
most seven hundred and fifty years before its 
fulfillment. 

About that same time, Isaiah also wrote, in 
the ninth chapter of the book that bears his 
name, a statement concerning the mingled 
humanity and Deity of the Saviour. Speaking 
of a Child that should be born, he designated 
this Child by all the names of Deity. The 
prophet goes so far as to call the son who is to 
be given, "God Almighty" and "The Father 
of Eternity." As far as the history of human­
ity is concerned, the earth has been visited so 
far by only one who fits that description. 

The Son of God Who is given to be the 
Saviour of man claimed for Himself the an­
cestry of Deity and manifested every attribute 
of God in His earthly ministry. Therefore, 
Isaiah must have been writing of Him Who 
came seven centuries later to authenticate 
that prophecy by its literal fulfillment. 

This same prophet Isaiah also described the 
forerunner of Jesus Christ whom we now 
know to be John the Baptist. In the fortieth 
chapter of his prophecy, we read: 
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"The voice of him that crieth in the wilder­
ness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our 
God." 

Referring again to the commentary on this 
prophecy, written by the pen of Matthew, we 
find in the third chapter of Matthew's Gospel, 
this statement concerning John the Baptist: 

"For this is he that was spoken of by the 
prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight." 

Isaiah also described the mission of Jesus. 
The sixty-first chapter of Isaiah is not only 
authenticated by history, but is further ac­
credited by the direct testimony of Jesus 
Christ. 

We are told in the fourth chapter of Luke 
that when Jesus arose in the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day to read the ancient word and 
teach the people, He received from the hands 
of the leader the Book of the prophet Isaiah. 
For His reading, the Saviour chose the sixty­
first chapter of Isaiah and read the major 
portion of the first two verses. Then closing 
the book, He told them that this prophecy had 
been fulfilled in their ears and before their 
eyes by Himself. 

Isaiah also prophesied the scene of His min­
istry with the same certainty that he foresaw 
His mission. If we turn to the ninth chapter 



THE VorcE OF PROPHECY 217 

of Isaiah's prophecy, we find in the first two 
verses of that section a statement that the 
ministry of the Saviour shall extend to the 
land of Zebulon and Naphtali, as well as 
Transjordania and Galilee. Once more re­
ferring to Matthew, we find that his fourth 
chapter cites the beginning of the ministry 
of Jesus to have been in this very land that 
Isaiah described. Once again Matthew at­
tests that it was so done that the prophecies 
of Isaiah might be fulfilled. 

No careful student has ever read the Book 
of Isaiah without pondering deeply the fifty­
third chapter of that famous prophecy. 

Therein are portrayed the arrest, the trial, 
and the crucifixion of the Saviour. 

The prophet notes how He was despised 
and rejected by the people whom He came to 
save. 

He calls attention to His silence at His trial. 

The prophet also foretells His scourging, 
and points with a graphic phrase to the estab­
lished innocence of the victim. 

He closes his prophecy with a strange de­
scription of the death of an innocent man in 
the company of malefactors, and promises His 
later triumph. 

In a word, the prophecies of Isaiah in the 
eighth century before Christ would in them­
selves be sufficient to establish the Deity of 
Jesus Christ, and to settle the question of the 
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claims of the Old Testament to a supernatural 
inspiration. 

This testimony, however, is strengthened 
by the other writing prophets who came after 
Isaiah, as well as by those who wrote before 
his day. In 487 B. C., Zechariah wrote the de­
tails of the triumphant entry, which is now 
commemorated by the services of Palm Sun­
day. Comparing the ninth chapter of Zech­
ariah with the twenty-first chapter of Mat­
thew, we have a remarkable case for the es­
tablishment of our premise by the evidence 
of prophecy. Zechariah writes: 

"Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; 
shout, 0 daughter of. J erusaleni; behold, 
thy King cometh unto thee; he is just, and 
having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an 
ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass." 

The first eleven verses of the twenty-first 
chapter of Matthew are a fulfillment of this 
remarkable prophecy. Once again Matthew 
points to this phenomenal fulfillment of 
prophecy and attests the historicity and cred­
ibility of this type of evidence. 

Even more striking is the eleventh chapter 
of Zechariah which contains certain of the 
details of the betrayal of the Son of God. More 
than five hundred years before the event was 
enacted, we read these words from the proph­
et: 

"And I said unto them, If ye think good, 
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give me my price; and if not, forbear. So 
they weighed for my price thirty pieces of 
silver. 
And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the 
potter; a goodly price that I was prized at 
of them. And I took the thirty pieces of 
silver and cast them to the potter in the 
house of the Lord." 

Five centuries went by before Judas planned 
the betrayal of Jesus. The price agreed upon 
was the prophesied figure of thirty pieces of 
silver. It is significant that Judas never spent 
one silver coin for wine, women and song. 
Not even for a new hempen cord did he dip 
into the price of his shameful transaction. 

Smitten by remorse over the results of his 
conduct, Judas sought to return the money to 
the priests. With that strange fidelity to form 
that so often characterizes a religious hier­
archy, they refused to accept the money on 
the grounds that it was the price of blood. 
How strange that the priests of God could 
use His money to buy a murderer but could 
not accept it back for His treasury when the 
murder was consummated! 

Thus Judas, unable to return the money, 
threw it on the floor of the house of the Lord. 
, It is to be noted that he did not hand it, he cast 
it as Zechariah had said he would do. From 
the floor the money was garnered to buy the 
potter's field exactly as Zechariah had proph­
esied those five hundred years before. So the 
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prophet Zechariah foretold the price and de­
tails of the crucifixion of the Saviour. 

How significant also is the cry of Zechariah 
in his thirteenth chapter, as he bursts out into 
these startling words: 

"And one shall say unto him, What are 
these wounds in thine hands? Then he 
shall answer, Those with which I was 
wounded in the house of my friends." 

In a day when Israel knew no other method 
of execution than that of stoning, it is a strik­
ing fact that the prophet referred not only to 
the betrayal of the coming Saviour, but to His 
pierced palms as well. Note also that this was 
to be done not by an enemy, but by His own 
people!· 

Indeed, the psalmist of old had previously 
warned of these same events. Nearly a thous­
and years before the birth of Jesus Christ, 
David wrote in the forty-first Psalm: 

"Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom 
I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath 
lifted up his heel against me." 

Jesus Himself taught, as is recorded in the 
thirteenth chapter of John, that this was in­
deed a psalm of the betrayal of the Son of 
Man. He failed to give us any natural explana­
tion, however, as to how David could write 
of an event a thousand years before that event 
came to pass. His own explanation was that 
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the prophets of old wrote by the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, and therefore, were super­
naturally authorized to foretell future events. 
Certainly this episode seems to bear out the 
credibility of the teachings of Christ concern­
ing the inspiration of the Old Testament text. 

There are, of course, many Psalms that are 
prophetic of the crucifixion and rejection of 
the Saviour. A notable instance is found in 
the twenty-second Psalm, which is a specific 
Psalm of Crucifixion. Scholars have pointed 
out that there are thirty-two predictions 
made in that Psalm which were fulfilled on 
Calvary. 

The cry that opens the twenty-second 
Psalm was taken upon the lips of the suffer­
ing Saviour in fulfillment of that prophecy. 

The jeering throng who despised the man 
on the tree, laughing Hirn to scorn as they 
counted His bones made visible through the 
suffering of His flesh, are all contained in that 
one prophecy. 

The dislocation of His bones as the weight 
of the body dragged upon His outstretched 
arms; His awful thirst; the piercing of His 
hands and feet; the parting of His garments; 
the casting of lots for His vesture, are all 
prophetically portrayed by David. 

Thus, briefly, we seek to set forth a con­
densed argument for the inspiration of the 
Old Testament by the evidences of prophecy 
and .its fulfillment. 
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When these facts are measured by the four 
rules for the acceptance of prophecy, the case 
is unanswerable. 

Surely the future is unveiled. From five 
hundred years to two thousand years before 
the events transpired, they are made known 
to men. 

With equal certainty there are sufficient 
details added to preclude the possibilities of 
human foresight or shrewd guesswork. 

Since those prophecies have been fulfilled, 
they are, therefore, accredited to the highest 
degree. The literal fulfillment of all that the 
prophets uttered concerning the life and 
death of Jesus Christ establishes the case be­
yond controversy in this field of evidence. 

It has been the author's privilege to engage 
in numerous debates with men who reject the 
basic premise of the Scriptures and deny in­
spiration to its pages. We have never yet 
found any argument or evidence, either writ­
ten or oral, that can set aside the tremendous 
force of this argument from the fulfillment 
of prophecy. It remains the conclusive, final, 
and unanswerable evidence to support the or­
thodox hypothesis which accounts for the 
origin of the Scriptures. 

We started with an hypothesis which we 
hoped to be able to establish upon the basis of 
acceptable evidence. Reviewing these pages, 
we are strengthened in our conclusion that 
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the orthodox position is no longer an hypo­
thesis, but is established by proofs that rea­
son and honesty must acknowledge and re­
ceive. 

When an hypothesis is thus established, it 
must be accepted as a fact, unless evidence 
can be produced to overturn the demonstra­
tion that has been attempted. 

Hopeful skepticism and optimistic infidel­
ity have been waiting for such evidence for 
many centuries. 

So far, their hopes have been in vain and 
their expectations have all been destroyed. 

The Bible shines today with a luster more 
brilliant and a radiance more powerful than 
it has ever possessed in ages past. 

For these reasons, we have confidence to 
believe that in its present form, the Book that 
men call the Bible is the infallible, inspired 
Word of God, a safe guide for our conduct and 
a sure highway to life everlasting. 
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APPENDIX A 

Jesus Christ and the Old Testament 

1. His use of it and reliance upon it in daily life.
Note: The four Gospels contain the recorded words 
He spoke. 

The Gospel of Matthew:-

Contains 1181 verses. 603 verses are Jesus' 
words This is 51 %. 83 of these verses are Old 
Testament quotations. This is 14%. 

The Gospel of Mark:-

Contains 609 verses. 275 of these are quotations 
of Jesus. This is 45%. 34 of these, or 13%, are 
Old Testament quotations. 

The Gospel of Luke: -

Contains 1251 verses, of which 570 are His 
words. This is 45%. 42 of these verses, or 7% of 
His quotations, are from Old Testament. 

The Gospel of John:-
Contains 879 verses. 417, or 49%, are quotations 

from Jesus. 417 of these quotations, or 49%, are 
from the Old Testament. 

The Four Gospels:-
Contain 3920 verses. 1865 of these are His words 

recorded. This is 48%. Of His quoted conversa­
tion, 179 verses are literal Old Testament words. 

TEN PERCENT OF THE DAILY CONVERSA­
TION OF JESUS WAS OLD TESTAMENT VERS­
ES LITERALLY QUOTED. 

2. References and quotations by Christ to and
from the Old Testament: 

227 
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OLD NEW 
TESTAMENT TESTAMENT 

Genesis:-

1:27 (l.e.) ........ Matt. 19:4; Mark 10:6. 
2:24 .................. Matt. 19:5; Mark 10:7. 
4:3-8 ................ Matt. 23:35; Luke 11:51. 
5:2 (f.e.) .......... Matt. 19:4; Mark 10:6. 
6:5; 7:24 .......... Matt. 24:38; Luke 17:26, 27. 
6:9 (f.e.) .......... Matt. 26:52. 

14:19 (f.e.) ........ Matt. 11:25. 
17:1 (I.e.) ........ Matt. 5:48. 
17:10-14 •........... John 7:22. 
18:14 (f.e.) ...... Matt. 19:26; Mark 10:27. 
19:23-26 ............ Luke 17:29, 32. 
28:12 (l.e.) ........ John 1:51. 

Exodus:-

3:1-6 , ............... Matt. 22:32; Mk. 12:26; Lk. 20:37. 
12:1-28 •............. Matt. 26:18; Mk. 14:13-15. 
Hl:4 .................... John 6:31, 32. 
16:13-15 .............. John 6:31, 49, 58. 
16:35 .................. John 6:49. 
21:12-16 ............ Matt. 15:4; 5:21, 27; Matt. 19:18; 

Mk. 7:10; Luke 18:20. 
21:17 .................. Matt. 15:4; Mk. 7:10. 
21:24 (I.e.) ........ Matt. 5:38. 
24:3-8 •............... Matt. 26:28. 
29:31-34 ............ Matt. 12:4. 

Leviticus:-

2:13 .................. Mark 9:48. 
12:3 , ................... John 7:22, 23. 
14:2-32 .............. Matt. 8:4; Mk. 1:44; Lk. 5:14, 17. 
18:5 .................... Luke 10:28. 
19:2, 12, 13, 18 .. Matt. 5:33, 48, 43; Matt. 22:39; 

Mark 10:19, 12:31. 
20:9 .................... Matt. 15:4. 
22:32 , ................. Matt. 6:9; Luke 11:2. 
24:5-9, 20 .......... Matt. 12:4; Luke 6:4; Mark 2:26. 
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Numbers:-

21:8, 9 ................ Jno. 3:14, 15. 
28:9, 10 .............. Matt. 12:5. 
30:2 .................... Matt. 5:33. 
31:16 .................. Rev. 2:14. 

Deuteronomy:-

5:16-20 ............ Matt. 5:21; 15:4; Lk. 18:20; Mark 
7:10; 10:19. 

6:4, 5, 13, 16 .... Matt. 22:37; 4:7; Lk. 4:12; Mark 
12:29, 30. 

8:3 ................ Matt. 4:4; Luke 4:4. 
10:12, 20 ............ Matt. 4:10, 22:37; Luke 4:8. 
17:6 .................... Matt 18:16; Jno. 8:17. 
19:15, 21 ............ Matt 5:38; 18:16; Jno. 8:17. 
24:1 .................... Matt. 5:31. 
23:21 .................. Matt. 5:33. 

I Samuel:-

21:1-6 .................. Matt. 12:3, 4; Mk. 2:26; Lk. 6:3, 4. 

I Kings:-

10:1-10 .............. Matt. 12:42; Luke 11:31. 
17:1-24 .............. Luke 4:25, 26. 
18:1, 2 ................ Luke 4:25. 

II Kings:-

5:1-14 .............. Luke 4:27. 

II Chronicles:-

9:1-12 .............. Matt. 12:42; Luke 11:31. 
24:19, 21 ............ Matt. 23:35; Luke 11:51. 
36:16 .................. Matt. 5:12. 

Psalms:-
2:9 .................... Rev. 2:27. 
6:8 (f.c) .......... Matt. 7:23; 25:41; Luke 13:27. 
7:9 (I.e.) .......... Rev. 2:23. 
8:2 .................... Matt. 21:16. 
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22:1 (f.e.) .......... Matt. 27:46; Mark 15:34. 
35:19 (Le.) ........ John 15:25. 
37:11 .................. Matt. 5:5. 
41:9 •................... John 13:18. 
48:2 \•···················Matt. 5:35. 
69:4 (f.e.) .......... John 15:25. 
82:6 .................... John 10:34. 

110:1 .................... Matt. 22:44; Mk. 12:36; Lk. 20:42. 
118:22, 23, 26 ...... Matt. 21:42; Mk. 12:10; Lk. 13:35. 

Proverbs:-

20:20 , ................. Matt. 15:4. 
25:6, 7 ................ Luke 9:10; 14:8. 

Isaiah:-

6:9, 10 .............. Matt. 13:14; Mk. 4:12; Luke 8:10. 
9:14, 15 ............ Matt. 21:44; Luke 20:18. 

13:9, 10 .............. Matt. 24:29; Mk. 13:24; Lk. 21:25. 
22:22 .................. Rev. 3:7. 
29:13 .................. Matt. 15:8, 9; Mark 7:6, 7. 
36:5, 6 ................ Matt. 11:5; 9:27. 
39:8 .................... Mark 13:31. 
42:7 .................... Luke 4:18. 
53:12 (4th. e.) .. Luke 22:37. 
54:13 (f.e.) ........ John 6:45. 
56:7 (Le.) .......... Matt. 21:13; Mk. 11:17; Lk. 19:46. 
61:1 ..................... Luke 4:18. 
66:1 (f.e.) 66:24 Matt. 5:34, 35; Mark 9:44, 46, 48. 

Jeremiah:-

6:21 Le.) .......... Mark 8:18. 
7:11 .................. Matt. 21:13; Mk. 11:17;.Lk. 10:46. 

17:10 .................. Rev. 2:23. 
32:17 •................. Matt. 19:26. 

Ezekiel:-

12:2 (m.e.) ........ Mark 8:18. 
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Daniel:-
7:13 (m.c.) ...... Matt 24:30; 26: 64. 
9:27 (3rd. c.) .. Matt. 24:15; Mark 13:14. 

11:31 (last 
5 words) .... Matt. 24:15. 
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12:1, 2 ................ Matt. 24:21; 25:46; Mark 13:14. 

Hosea:-
10:8 (I.e.) .......... Luke 23:30. 

Joel:-
2:10 •................. Matt. 24:29. 
3:15 .................. Matt. 24:29. 

Jonah:-

1:17 •................. Matt. 12:40; 16:4; Luke 11:30. 
3:1-10 .............. Matt. 12:41; Luke 11:32. 

Micah:-

6:6-8 ····-···········Matt. 9:13. 
7:6 ................... :Matt. 10:35, 36; Luke 12:53. 

Zechariah:-

13:7 .................... Matt. 26:31; Mark 14:27. 

Malachi:-

3:1 �······-···········Matt. 11:10; Luke 7:27. 
4:5 ···-···············Matt 11:14. 

3. Some Old Testament verses embodying
Prophecies of Christ: 

Genesis:-3:15; 10-27; 17-19; 18:18; 21:12; 28:4; 
28:14; 49:10. 

Deuteronomy:-18:15; 18:18; 18:19. 
I Samuel:-2:10; 2:35. 
II Samuel:-7:13; 7:16; 23:3, 4, 5. 
Job:-33:23, 24; 19:24, 25. 
Psalms:-2 (every verse); 16:8, 9, 10; 22:1, 6, 7, 

8, 13, 17, 18, 22, 31; 35:20; 40:6, 7, 8; 41:9; 45:2, 
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6, 7, 17; 68:18; 69:9, 21; 72:1-17; 89:4, 19, 27, 29, 
36, 37; 102:25, 26, 27; 110:1-7; 118:22, 26 (72 
verses). 

Isaiah:-2:3, 4, 5; 7:14; 9:6, 7; 11:1-5, 10; 22:22; 
36:4, 5, 6; 40:10, 11; 41:15, 16; 42:1-4, 6, 7; 
49:7-10; 50:6; 52:13-15; 53:1-12; 55:4, 5; 61:1-3; 
62:11; 63:1, 2, 8, 9 (55 verses). 

Jeremiah:-23:5, 6; 30:9; 31:15; 34:16. 
Ezekiel:-34:23, 24. 
Daniel:-2:44, 45. 
Hosea:-3:5; 11:1. 
Micah:-5:2. 
Zechariah:-3:8; 6:12, 13; 9:9, 10; 11:12, 13; 12:10; 

13:6, 7; 13:1; 11:12, 13; 14:4. 
Malachi:-3:1. 
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APPENDIX B 

I. There are three words in the Old Testament
Scriptures dealing with modern spiritism in an 
ancient form. The first word is divination. It ap­
pears 36 times. Read these references: 

Gen. 30:27; 44:5, 15; 
Lev. 19:26; 
Numbers 22:7; 23:23; 
Deut. 18:10; 
Joshua 13:22; 
I Samuel 6:2; 15:23; 
II Kings 17:17; 
Isaiah 41:25; 
Jeremiah 14:4; 27:9; 29:8; 
Ezekiel 12:24; 13:6-9 and 23; 21:22, 29. 
The second word is wizard, which appears in the 

Old Testament eleven times. Read these refer­
ences: 

Lev. 18:31; 20:6 with 27; Deut. 18:11; I Samuel 
18:11; II Kings 21:6; 23:24; Isaiah 8:19; 19:3. 

The third word is familiar spirit, which appears 
fifteen times. This is the modern type of spiritism 
or divination by seance, as every modern diviner 
or wizard claims to have a familiar spirit. This 
word appears fifteen times. Read these references 

Lev. 19:31; 20:6 and 27; Deut. 18:11; I Sam. 28. 
Read entire chapter noting familiar spirits in verse 
3, 7, 8 and 9. II Kings 21:6; 23:24; I Chron. 10:13 
(Note: The penalty for this offense against ,the 
true prophetic ministry of Christ is death. Read 
this verse again); II Chron. 33:6; Isaiah 8:19 to 20 
(Note: Answer this question: Should God's people 
seek help from any but Him?); Chapter 19:3; 21:4. 

II. Procure a Bible dictionary or Biblical en­
cylopedia and read for yourself the methods of 
divination. 



234 INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF INSPIRATION 

APPENDIX C 

PERSONS, ANIMALS AND THINGS IN THE 

OLD TESTAMENT THAT PORTRAY CHRIST 

A. PERSONS

1. ADAM. I Cor. 15:45. "The first Adam and the last."

ADAM 

Up out of Earth. 
Brought forth by God. 
Creature of God. 
Made by God. 
A Biological Miracle. 
Tempted by Satan. 
Conquered by Satan. 
Sold man to Satan. 
Was sinful. 
Brought death on all. 
He died. 

Stayed dead. 
Seen no more. 
Will return no more. 
Was defeated by death. 
Remembered for failure. 

Brought curse on all. 
Creature of flesh. 
Ministers to flesh only. 
Means of past defeat. 
Gave each natural life. 
Met God in Eden. 
"MY will be done." 

CHRIST 

Down out of Heaven. 
Brought forth by God. 
Son of God. 

Begotten of God. 
He the same. 
As was Christ. 
Conqueror of Satan. 
Bought man from Satan. 
Knew no sin. 
Brought life for all. 
He died. 

Natural; 
Unnatural; 
Supernatural. 

Rose again. 

Seen by more than 500. 
Coming back soon. 
Thus victor over death. 
Crowned for success. 

Redeemed race from curse. 
Spiritual man. 
I Thess. 5:23. 
Means of present victory. 
Gives each supernatural. 
Met God in Gethsemane. 
"THY will be done." 
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B. ANIMALS

1. The Passover Lamb. See Ex. 12: 1-28; with (read these)

The Passover Lamb and 
Must be a lamb: no other 

animal. 
Ordained of God. (12:1) 
While people in bondage 

in Egypt. 
Begins new year for Re­

deemed. v. 2. 
Was for ALL the people. 

v. 3.

Enough for entire house. 
v. 3.

Some for neighbors as 
well. v. 4. 

Amount determined by 
each man's need. 

Lamb must be unblem-
ished. 

MUST BE A MALE, v. 5.

One year old. 
Separated from flock. 
Kept till specified day. 

Killed by entire congre-
gation. 

Its blood applied. 
Both sides, posts and lin-

tel (overhead). 
The lamb's flesh eaten. 

Its bones not broken. 

Roast with fire. 
With unleavened bread. 
With bitter herbs. 

Not raw, prepared. 

Head, legs, purtenance. 
None left over. 

Eaten in haste to travel. 

The Lord Jesus Christ. 
Here read John 1:36. 

Here read John 1:36. 
Nation slave to Rome. 

Begins new life. II Cor. 
5:17. 

Here read John 6:37. 

Here read Matthew 12:28. 
(ALL) 

"Go ye into all the world." 

Here read Philippians 4:19. 

No sin in Him. 

John 3:16 "Only***SON!" 
Just reached legal age. 
Set apart for trial. 
Crucified on eve of Holy 

day. 
Here read Matthew 27:25.

Here read I Peter 1:18, 19. 

"This is my body broken 
for you." I Cor. 11:24. 

"So they broke not his 
bones." 

He in the fiery trial for us. 
Without hypocrisy. I Cor. 5. 
The bitterness of Geth-

semane. 
The lamb slain f:rom before 

the foundations of the 
earth. 

All of Christ or none. 
No Christian doctrine re­

jected. 
With earnest and expec­

tant longing for life 
eternal. 
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Means of escape from 
death. 

By reason of the blood. 
Which was recognized by 

God. 
This death escaped was 

judgment for sin. 
Security from future harm 

in the blood. 
To be remembered forever. 
Only by the circumcision. 

Here read I Cor. 15:22, 
Rom. 3:25. 

Here read Heb. 9:12-14. 
Here read Rom. 5:8. 

Here read Rom. 6:23. 

Here read Heb. 12:2. 
heart. I Cor. 11. 

Only by the believing 
"Finisher." 

Read Revelation 5:8-9. 

2. The two Birds. Lev. 14:4-8.
Show the two-fold work of Christ; slain for sin,

risen for justification, to carry our sins away. 
3. Creatures for burnt offerings. Read Lev.

chapter 1.
a. The ox. The patient and enduring servant.
b. The sheep. Patient unto death; led like a

lamb to slaughter.
c. The goat. Stands for the sinner (Matt.

25:33) and applies to Christ as He takes
sinner's place.

d.-e. The turtle dove and pigeon. Types of 
mourning innocence. 

4. The Scape Goat. Lev. 16:5-15. The sin bearer.
5. The ram. Gen. 22:9-13. The sinner's substitute.
6. The Red Heifer. Num. 19:2-9. Type of the

believer's cleansing.
7. The serpent of brass. Num. 21:5-9. Type of

sin; JUDGED!

C. THINGS

1. The Rock. Ex. 17:6; Num. 20:8; Matt 21:44;
I Peter 2:8.

2. Aaron's Rod: Num. 17:8.
3-10. See also: The brazen altar; the altar o:f

incense; the Ark of the Covenant; the ark 
of Noah; the candlestick; the gate; the 
laver; the light; the manna; the veil. 
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APPENDIX D 

Rules and Methods for Bible Study 

I. Rightly dividing the Word of Truth.
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The Bible contains nothing but truth. There
are, however, three kinds of truth. 

a. Jewish truth, composed of that section
of the Scriptures given expressly to and
for the Jews.

b. Church truth, composed of that section of
Scriptures given expressly and directly
to the Church.

c. Kingdom truth, that section of Scriptures
applying to the millennial reign of Christ
and kingdom of heaven established on
this earth. (Note: The Mosaic law is
Jewish truth, not binding on the Chris­
tian. The promise of universal peace is
after Christ's return, not to be brought
about by the Church. The Gospel of
grace, and revelations concerning the
body and bride of Christ are for the
Church. These three lines of truth di­
vision must be kept inviolate.)

II. Make a systematic study of the great doc­
trines of the Scriptures. This may best be done
with a good reference or parallel passage Bible or
by tracing the doctrine throughout the Scriptures
with the aid of a concordance. Instance: the doc­
trine of the Deity of Christ: Read every Old Testa­
ment reference containing the name Jehovah and
every New Testament reference containing the
name Lord Jesus Christ, or any one of those three
names. Compare the New Testament Jesus with
the Old Testament doctrine of the pre-existence
and Deity of Jesus.
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III. • In methods of Scripture study there are
five outstanding rules:

1. Christian doctrine must be gathered pri­
marily from the New Testament. These
doctrines must be interpreted in their
relation to each other and in the light of
the facts and revelations of the Old Testa­
ment.

2. Ambiguous passages must be explained
by those that are clear and literal and
general assertions understood by Scrip­
tural restrictions.

3. Each doctrine must be consistently ex­
plained with every other doctrine.

4. Scriptural doctrine should be employed
and interpreted with special regard to
the practical purposes for which the
Scripture reveals them.

5. Deductions drawn by human reason from
the Scriptures are not to be deemed in­
spired.

IV. Scripture truths should be studied in regard
to their relative importance. Note these three
rules:

1. Mark the subjects which are oftenest
recommended to attention by the speaker
or the writer.

2. Observe carefully what was recommend­
ed to the two dispensations, Law and
Grace.

3. Observe the value ascribed in the Scrip­
tures to any truth or precept which it
contains.
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V. How to apply these rules:

1. Make nothing a matter of faith which is
not a subject of revelation.

2. Suspend all judgment until you have all
Scripture bearing on the subject.

3. Same relative prominence must be given
each doctrine as Scripture accords it.

4. Important and essential Scriptural doc­
trines will be found full and clear. Am­
biguity implies relative unimportance.

5. The Bible never contradicts itself. Most
apparent contradictions are verbal and a
knowledge o.f word study will clear them
up. (Note: Procure book by Torrey,
"Alleged Errors and Contradictions in
the Bible." This may be obtained from
any Bible Institute or from Read Book
Stall, 115 Fulton St., New York City.)

VI. Scripture should be studied for a practical
application to daily life.

Note difference between moral and positive 
precepts. 

a. Their nature.
Moral intrinsically immutable; pos­
itive, indifferent until precept given.

b. Their evidence.
Moral precepts in heart; positive in
Scripture words.

c. Moral precepts founded in nature of
God and man. Positive precept alone.

d. Extent of obligation.
Moral precepts universally binding;
positive precepts only on those to
whom given.
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e. Method of observance.
Moral precepts observed mentally,
spiritually, physically. Positive ob­
served according to commands in law.

f. Their connection.
Moral precepts necessarily connected.
Positive precepts not so naturally but
may be by express command. (Note:
Moral precepts never really contradict
one another.)

VII. Examples a guide to conduct.

1. Many things recorded in Scripture with
censure.

2. Occasionally bad actions of good men
recorded without censure.

3. Many acts appearing wrong to human
reason are done by express command in
Old Testament times.

4. In judging Old Testament examples
ascertain the principles on which acts
were performed; historical background,
physical and moral reasons and express
commands of God.

VIII. Books that help.

1. Get a concordance. The best is "Young's
Analytical Concordance."

2. Get "Smith's Bible Dictionary."
3. The most valuable help is the "Cyclopedic

Handbook to the Bible," by Angus-Green.
4. Much help will be derived from a Topical

Textbook.
5. As a background to the New Testament

read "The Four Hundred Silent Years"
by H. A. Ironside.

6. For doctrinal studies: "What the Bible
Teaches," by Torrey.
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Method for Chapter Summary 

Make your own, and put in what columns you 
may wish. Have the forms printed or mimeo­
graphed, and file away for future reference. 

Book .............. Date Begun .............. Date Ended ............. . 

Best 
Chap. Verse Important Persons Places and Things Lessons Learned 

Example. 

Book: Exodus. Begun ..................... Ended ................... . 
Best 

Chap. verse Important Persons Places and Things Lessons Learned 
, 

!

Jehovah, Moses, /The Lamb, Blood. !Sin and death are 
12 

I 
13 EgypUans, Pharaoh, Unleavened bread.

!
lonly escaped when 

The First Born. iRameses, Succoth. covered by a Lamb's 
I blood. 

Method for Book Study 

1. Date. Learn when written.
2. Author. Find out who wrote it.
3. To whom. Learn to whom the book is ad­

dressed. Jews? Gentiles? Church? 
4. Theme. Why was the book written? What

questions does it answer? 
5. Key word or phrase.
6. Outline. What is the main argument, and

how developed? 

Example: Thessalonians. 

Introduction of First Thessalonians 

a. SITUATION
City of Macedonia, on Aegean Sea, at head Gulf
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of Salonika. Central station on great Egnation 
road from Illyria through Macedonia to Thrace, 
its excellent harbor, great trade and wealth 
brought many Jews. This marine and geograph­
ical position made it logical starting point for 
Gospel in Europe. (1-8.) 

b. HISTORY

First named Emathia Helia, then Therma, in B.
C. 481 Xerxes rested there in Greek invasion; in
497 taken by Pausanius; 421 by Athenians; 315 re­
built; in 168 it surrendered to Rome, when the
Macedonian General, Cassander, named it after his
wife (daughter of Philip, half-sister of Alex. the
great). Romans made it capital of one of the four
divisions of Macedonia, stationed there a praetor
and questor. In 58 Cicero took refuge there; in
42 made a free city. In A. D. 52-53 Paul addressed
two letters to church there. In third century made
Roman colony; in 313 Diocletian's widow and
daughter beheaded there; in 390 all its citizens
put to death for sedition by Theodosius the Great;
479 Sabinianus there attacked the Ostrogoths; 904
the Saracen fleet attacked it; 1185 the Normans of
Sicily captured it; 1204 Boniface founded the Latin
kingdom of Thessalonica; 1222 Theodore Angelus
became Emperor; 1430 was taken from the Vene­
tians by Sultan Amurath II.

c. APPEARANCES IN SCRIPTURE

Acts 17:11, 16; 27:2; 20:4; Phil. 4:16; II Tim.
4:10; I Thess. 1:1; II Thess. 1:1. 

The Epistle 

a. Author-Paul. 1:1.

b. Written to: The church at Thessalonica.

(1) Its history: Founded by Paul and Silas, fol­
lowing their release from prison at Philippi. Acts 
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17:1-10. Paul preached in the Synagogue three 
weeks; some converts; then to Gentiles, more 
success. Unbelieving Jews drove him forth. Later 
sent Timothy from Athens to aid them in their 
persecution. (3:12.) Timothy returned with hope­
ful report (3:6-9.) Disappointed in plan to revisit 
them (2:17, 18), he writes. 

c. DATE: A. D. 52. Earliest Epistle. From Corinth.

d. THEME: "Young Disciples should hold truth
revealed, applying it to holiness of life until
Christ shall return again." (Threefold message
of Epistle.)

e; METHOD. To develop all doctrines on the 
truth of the Lord's return. To solve all personal 
life problems in the expectancy of the Lord's re­
turn. To abstain from sin and practice holiness 
of life while watching for the Lord's return. To 
bury the dead with joy in the hope of the Lord's 
return. 

f. GREAT DOCTRINES INTRODUCED

(1) Election 1:4. Holy Spirit 1:5, 6; 4:8; 5:19. (2)
Assurance 1:5. (3) Trinity 1:1, 5, 6. (4) Conversion 
1:9. (5) Second Coming 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:14-17; 
5:23. (6) Walk 2:12; 4:1. (7) Sanctification 4:3; 
5:23. (8) Day of the Lord 5:1-3. (9) Resurrection 
4:14-18. Man of Triune Nature 5:23. 

g. KEY WORDS AND PHRASES. (Absence of
Polemics)

(1) Advent. {Parousia) (24 times. I Cor. 16:17;

II Cor. 7:6; Phil. 1:26. ALWAYS means personal 
presence. Ten other Greek words for coming.) 
2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23. 

(2) Gospel of God. 2:2, 8, 9, 13.
(3) Triune expressions. 1:3; 5:23.
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h. OUTLINE

1. THE TEACHER'S GODLY JbY FOR
FIDELITY
(1) How they received the Gospel.
(2) Their constancy in affliction.
(3) Teachers' conduct in preaching.
( 4) Affectionate concern for welfare.

2. PRACTICAL ADMONITIONS
(1) Danger of traditional sin.
(2) Cultivation of Christian virtues.
(3) Happy condition and exalted hope.
(4) Words of consolation to bereaved.
(5) The glorious Hope.
(6) Practical counsel.








