




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































CIIAP. IV.] Ei:IDEXCES OF CIIlUSTIANITY. 4-!9 

the Greeks and Romans had a natural tendency to induce 
this disposition. Dionysius IIalicarnasscnsis remarks, that 
there were six hundred difforent kinds of religions or sacred 
rites exercised at I\ )me." The superior classes of the com­
munity treated them all as fables. Can we wonder then, that 
Christianity was included in the number, without foquiry into 
its separate merits, or the particular grounds of its pretcn· 
sions? It might be either true or false for anything they 
knew about it. The religion had nothing in its character 
which immediately engaged their notice. It mixed with no 
politics. It produced no fine writers. It contained no curious 
speculations. "When it did reach their knowledge, I doubt 
not but that it appeared to them a very strange systcm,­
so unphilosophical,-dealing so little iu argument and discuss­
ion, in such arguments however and discussions as they were 
accustomed to entertain. \Vhat is said of Jesus Christ, of 
his nature, office, and ministry, would be, in the highest de­

gree, alien from the conceptions of their theology. The Re­

deemer and the destined J udgc of the human race, a poor 
young man, executed at J crusalcm with two thieves upon a 
cross! Still more would the language in which the Christian 
doctrine was delivered, be dissonant and barbarous to their 
ears. \Vhat knew they of grace, of redemption, of justifica­
tion, of the blood of Christ shed for the sins of men, of rec­
oncilement, of mediation ? Cnristianity was made up of 
points they had never thought of; of terms which they had 
never heard. 

It was presented also to the imagination of the learned 
Heathen under additional disadvantage, by reason of its real, 
and still more of its nominal, connection with Judaism. It 
shared in the obloquy and ridicule with which that people and 
their religion were treated by the Greeks and Romans. They 
regarded J ehoYah himself only as the idol of the J cwish na­
tion, and what was related of him, as of 11, piece with what 
was told of the tutelar deities of other countries: nay, tho 

* Jorti11't Remarks on Eccl. Hist., vol. i. p. 371.. 
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Jews wer0 in a particu'•w mannC'r ridicnlcd for b-:ing a credu­
lous race; so that what<'vcr reports of a mimculous nature 
c.1mc out of that country, were looked upon by the Heathen
worlJ as f1lse and frivolous. \\Then they heard of Christiau
ity, they heanl of it as a quarrel amongst this people, about
some articles of their own superstition. Despising, therefore,
as they <lid, the whole system, it was not probable that they
wou'.d enter, with any degree of seriousness or attention, into
the detail of its disputes, or the merits of either side. How
little they knew, and with what carelessness they judged, of
these matters, appears, I think, pretty plainly from an exam­
ple of no less weight than that of Tacitus, who, in a grave
and professed discourse upon the l}istory of the Jews, states,
that they worshipped the effigy of an ass.* The passage is a
proof, how prone the learned men of those times were, and
upon how little evidence, to heap together stories which might
increase the contempt and odium in ,,hich that people was
holden. The same foolish charge is also confidently repeated
by Plutarch.t

It is obscrrnble, that all these considerations are of a nature 
to operate with the greatest force upon the highest ranks ; 
npon men of education, and that order of the public from 
"·hich writers arc principally taken: I may add also, upon the 
philosophical as well as the libertine character; upon the An­
tonincs or J uli:rn, not less than upon .N cro or Domitian ; and 
more particularly, upon that large and polished cJas,: of men, 
who acquiesced in the general persuasion, that nil they had to 
do was to practice the duties of morality, and to worship the 
deity more patrio; a habit of thinking, liberal as it may ap­
pcnr, which shuts the door against e,·ery argument for a new 
religion. The considerations nhorc mentioned, would acquire 
also strength from the 1n·l�11ditc which men of rank and learn­
ing universally entertain agairn,t anything tlrnt originates with 
the yu]gnr and illiterate which prejmlir() is known to be a9 
ohstinatc as any prejudice whaternr. 

� Tacit. Hist., lib. v. c. :>. t Sympos., lib. iv. qu:rst. 5. 
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Yet Christianity was still making its way; and, amidst so 
many impediments to its progress, so much difliculty in pro­
curin� andicncc and attention, its actnal success is more to be 
wondered at, than that it shoulu not have universally conquer­
ed scorn and indifference, fixed the levity of a voluptuous age, 
or, through a cloud of adverse prcjudieations, opened for it­
self a passage to the hc:1rts and understandings of the scholars 
of the age. 

And the canse which is here assigned for the rejection of 
Christianity by men of rank and learning among the Heath­
ens, namely, a strong antecedent contempt, accounts also for 
their silence concerning it. If they had rejected it upon ex 
amination, they would have written about it; they woula 
l1ave given their reasons. \Vhereas what men repudiate upon 
the strength of some prefixed persuasion, or from a settled 
contempt of the subject, of the persons who propose it, or of 
the n.;anner in which it is proposed, they do not naturally 
write books about, or notice much in what they write upon 
other su ujccts. 

The letters of the Y oungcr Pliny furnish an example of this 
silence, and let u�, in some measure, into the cause of it. 
From his celebrated correspondence with Trajan, we know 
that the C11ristian religion prevailed in a very considerable 
<lcgree in the province over which he presided; that it had ex­
cited his attention; that he had inquired into the matter, just 
so much as a Uoman magistrate might be expected to inquire, 
viz., whether the religion contained any opinio113 dangerous to 
go,·crnmcnt; hut that of its doctrines, its evidences, or its 
hooks, he had not taken the trouble to inform himself with 
any degree of care or correctness. But although Pliny had 
viewed Christianity in a nearer position than most of his learn 
eel countrymen saw it in; yet he had regarded the whole with 
such negligence and disdain (further than as it sePmcd to con 
ccrn his administration), tl,�t, in more than two hundred anrl 
forty letters of his which have come down to ns, the rnbjcet 
is never once again mcntio:1cd, If, out of this number, the 
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two letters between him and Trajan had been lost; "·ith what 
confidence would the obscurity of the Christian religion have 
been argued from Pliny's silence about it, and with how little 
truth! 

The name and character which Tacitus has given to Chris­
ti:mity, "cxitiabilis superstitio" (a pernicious superstition), 
and by which two words he disposes of the whole question of 
the merits or demerits of the religion, afford a strong proof 
how little he knew, or concerned himself to know, about the 
matter. I apprehend that I shall not be contradicted, when I 
take upon me to assert, that no unbeliever of the present age 
would apply this epithet to the Christianity of the New Tes­
tament, or not allow that it was entirely umnerited. Read 
the instructions given, by a great teacher of the religion, to 
those very Roman converts, of whom Tacitus speaks; and 
given also a very few years before the time of which he is 
speaking; and which are not, let it be observed, a collection 
of fine sayings brought together from different parts of a large 
work, but stand in one entire passage of a public letter, with­
out the inter mixture of a single thought which is frivolous or 
exceptionable;-" Abhor that which is evil, cleave to that 
which is good. Ile kindly affectioned one to another, with 
brotherly love ; in honor preferring one another; not slothful 
in business; fervent in spirit ; serving the Lord; rejoicing in 
hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; 
distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. 
Illess them which persecute you ; bless and curse not. Re­
joice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
Ile of the same mind one towards another. Mind not high 
things, but condescend to men of low estate. Ile not wise in 
your own conceits. Recompense to no man evil for evil. 
Provide things honest in the sight of all men. If it be possi-
1,lc, as much as licth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
A nnge not yourscl Ve$, but rather give place unto wrath: for 
it is written, Y cngeancc is mine; 1 will repay, saith the Lord: 
therefore, if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, giv1' 
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him drink : for, in so doing, thou shalt heap coals of fire on his 
head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 

" Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God : the po,vers that be, arc or­
dained of God. 1Vhosocvcr therefore rcsisteth the power, re­
sisteth the ordinance of Goel : and they that resist, shall re­
eeiYc to thcmsch·es damnation. For rulers arc not a terror 
to good works, lrnt to the evil. ,Vilt thou then not be afrai,l 
of the power? Do that which is good, and thou shalt have 
praise of the same: for he is the minister of God to thee for 
good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he 
bearcth not the sword in vain : for he is the minister of God, 
a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth c,·il. 
\\Therefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but 
also for conscience' sake. For, for this cause pay ye tribute 
also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon 
this very thing. Ticnder therefore to all, their dues: tribute, 
to whom tribute is due; custom, to whom custom; foar, to 
whom foar; honor, to whom honor. 

" Owe no man anything, but to love one another: for he 
that loveth another, hath fulfilled the law. For this, Thou 
shalt not commit a<lultcry, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not 
steal, '.lnou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; 
and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly compre­
hended in this �aying, Thou shalt loYe thy neighbor as thyself. 
Lo,·e workcth no ill to l1is neighbor : therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 

"And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to 
awake out of sleep; for now is our salvation nearer than when 
we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand; let 
us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on 
the armor of light. Let ns walk honestly as in the day ; not 
in rioting and drunkenness, not in chamber111g an<l wanton­
ness, not in strife an<l envying."� 

Read this, and then think of "exitiabilis supcrstitio" ! ! 
� flomans, xii. O; xiii. 13. 



454 EYIDE.:\'CES OF CHRISTIA.:\'ITY. [PART III. 

Or if ,rn be not allowed, in contending with Heathen author· 
ities, to produce o;_ir books against theirs, we may at least be 
permitted to confront theirs with one another. Of this "per· 
nicious superstition," what could Pliny find to blame, when 
he was led, by his onice, to institute something like an exam· 
i11ation into the conduct nnd principles of the sect 1 Ile dis­
conred nothing, but that they were wont to meet together on 
a stated day before it was light, and sing among themselves 
a hymn to Christ as a God, and to bind themselves by an oath, 
not to the com mission of auy wickedness, but, not to be guilty 
of theft, robbery, or adultery; never to falsify their word, 
nor to deny a pledge committed to them, "·hen called upon 
to return it. 

Upon the words of Tacitus we may build the following ob­
servations : 

First; That we are well warranted in calling the view 
under "·hich the learned men of that age beheld Christianity, 
nn obscure and distant view. Had Tacitus known more of 
Christianity, of its precepts, duties, constitution, or design, 
however he had discredited the story, he would have respected 
the principle. Ile woukl have described the religion differ­
ently, though he had rejected it. It has been very satisfac­
torily shown, that the "superstition" of the Christians con­
sisted in worshipping a person unknown to the Homan calen­
dar; and that the "perniciousness" with which they were re· 
proached, was nothing else but their opposition to the estab­
lished polythci8m ; and this view of the matter was ju�t suC'h 
an one as might be expected to occur to a mind which held the 
sect in too much contempt to c01,cern itself about the grounds 
and reasons of their cond .1et. 

Secondly; ,,-e may from hence remark, how little reliance 
can be placed upon the most r.cutc judgments, in subjects 
"·hich they are pleased to despise: and which, of course, they 
f rom the first consider as unworthy to be inquired into. Had 
not Christianity surYi,·ed to tell its own story, it must have 
gone down to posterity as a "pernicious superstition ;" and 
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that upon the credit of Tacitus' nccount, much, I doubt not, 
strengthened by the name of the writer, an::! the reputation 
of his sagacity. 

Thirdly; That this contempt prior to examination, is an 
intellectual vice, from which the greatest faculties of mind are 
not free.. I know not, indeed, whether men of the greatest 
faculties of mind are. not the most subject to it.. Surh men 
feel themselves seated upon an emincnrc. Looking down 
from their height upon the follies of mankind, they bclwld 
contending tenets wasting their idle strength upon one an• 
other, with the common disdain of the absurdity of them all. 
This habit of thought, however comfortable to the mind which 
entertains it, or however naturnl to great parts, is extremely 
dangerous; and more apt, than almost any other disposition, 
to produce hasty and contemptuous, and, by consequence, er­
roneous judgments, both of persons and opinions. 

Fourthly; \V c nred not be surprised at many writers of 
that ago not mentioning Christianity at all ; when they who 
<lid mention it, appear to ha,·e entirely misconceive-cl its na­
ture and character ; and, in conscqncnce of this misconception, 
to have regarded it with negligence and co:1te:npt. 

To the knowledge of the greatest part of the learned Hea· 
them,, the facts of the Chri�tian history conld only come hy re­
port. The hooks, probably, they had never looked into. The 
settled habit of their minds was, and long had been, an indis­
criminate rl'jcction of all reports of the kind. \Yith these 
sweeping conrlusions, truth hath no chance. It depends upon 
distinction. If they would not inquire, how should they be 
convinced 1 It might be fonndcd in truth, though they, who 
made no search, might not discover it. 

":Men of rank and fortune, of wit and abilitie3, arc often 
found, even in Christian countries, to be surprisingly ignorant 
of religion, and of everything that relates to it. Such were 
many of the heathens. Their thoughts were all fixed upon 
other things; npon reputation and glory, upon wealth a11d 
power, upon luxury and pleasure, upon business or learning. 
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They thought, and they had reason to think, th:tt the religior> 
of their country was fable and forgery, a heap of inconsistent 
lies; which inclined them to suppose that other religions were 
no better. Hence it came to pass, that when the apostles 
preached the Gospel, and wrought miracles in confirmation of 
a doctrine eyery way worthy of Go<l, many Gentiles knew 
little or nothing of it, and would not take the least pains to 
inform themselves about it. This appears plainly from an· 
cicnt history."• 

I think it by no means unreasonable to suppose, that the 
heathen public, especially that part which is made up of men 
of rank and education, "·ere divided into two classes ; those 
who despised Christianity beforehand, and those who received 
it. In correspondcney of which division of character, the 
writers of that age would also be of two classes; those ,,ho 
were silent about Christianity, and those who were Christians. 
"A good man, who attended sufficiently to the Christian at� 
fairs, would become a Christian; afcer which his testimony 
ceased to be pagan, and became Christian.''t 

I must also add, that I think it sufficiently proved, that.the 
11otion of magic was resorted to by the heathen adversaries of 
Christianity, in like manner as that of diabolical agency hau 
before been by the Jews. Justin Martyr alleges this as his 
reason for arguing from prophecy, rather than from miracles. 
Origcn imputes this evasion to Celsns; Jerome to Porphyry ; 
and Lactantius to the heathen in general. The sc,·eral pas­
sages, which contain these testimonies, will be produced in 
the next chapter. It being difficult, however, to ascertain in 
what degree this notion prevailed, especially amongst the su­
perior ranks of the heathen communities, another, aml I think 
an adequate, cause hns been assigned for their infidelity. lt is 
probable that in many cases the two causes would operate to­
gether. 

* Jortiu's Disc. on the Christ. Rel., p. G6, ed. 4th. 
t Hartley Obs., p. 119.



OIIAPTER V. 

THAT THE CIIRISTIAX 11IllAOLES ARE XOT I!EOITED, 0R APPEALED T01 

BY EARLY OIIRISTIAN" wmn;r:s TIIE�ISELVES, so FULLY 01{ FRE­

QUEXTLY AS l!IGIIT HAVE BEEN" EXPECTED. 

I SHALL consider this objection, first, as it applies to the 
letters of the apostles, preserved in the New Testament; and 
secondly, as it applies to the remaining writings of other early 
Christians. 

The epistles of the apostles are either hortatory or argu­
mentative. So far as they were occupied in delivering leS­
sons of duty, rules of public order, admonitions against cer­
tain prevailing corruptions, against vice, or any particuhr 
species of it, or in fortifying and encouraging the constancy 
of the disciples under the trials to which they were exposed, 
there appears to be no place or occasion for more of these 
references than we actually find. 

So far as the epistles are argumentative, the nature of the 
argument which they handle, accounts for the infrequency of 
these allusions. These epistles were not written to prove the 
truth of Christianity. The subject under consideration ,yas 
not that which the miracles decided, the reality of our Lord's 
mission; but it was that which the miracles did not decide, 
the nature of his person or power, the design of his advent, 
its effects, and of those effects the value, kine!, and extent. 
Still I maintain, that miraculous evidence lies at the bottom 
of the argument. For nothing could be so preposterous as 
for the disciples of Jesus to dispute amongst themselves, or 
with others, concerning his �ffice or character, unless they be-

20 
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licYcd that he ha<l shown, by supernatural proofs, that there 
was something extraordinary in both. Miraculous evidence, 
therefore, forming not the texture of these arguments, but the 
ground and substratum, if it be occasionally discerned, if it 
he ii:ciucntally appealed to, it is exactly so much as ought to 
take place, supposing the history to be true. 

As a further answer to the objection, that the apostolic 
epistles do not contain so frequent, or such direct and circnm­
stnntial recitals of miracles as might be expected, I ,rnuld 
add, t!tat the apostolic epistles resemble in t!tis respect lite apos­

tolic speeches, which speeches arc given by a writer who dis­
tinctly records numerous miracles wrought by these apostles 
themsch·es, and by the Founder of the institution in theii 
presence ; that it is unwarrantable to contend, that the omis­
sion, or infrequency, of such recitals in the speeches of the 
npostles, negatives the existence of the miracles, when the 
speeches arc giYcn in immediate conjunction with the history 
of those miracles; and that fl conclusion which cannot be in­
ferred from the speeches, without contradicting the whole 
tenor of the book ,\'hich contains them, cannot be inferred 
from letters, which, in this respect, are similar only to the 
speeches. 

To pro,·c the similitude which we allege, it may be remark­
ed, that although in Saint Luke's Gospel the apostle Peter is 
represented to have been present at many decisive miracles 
wrought by Christ; and although the second part of the same 
history ascribes other decisive miracles to Peter himself, par­
ticularly the cure of the lame man at the gate of the temple 
(Acts, iii. I), the death of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts, Y. I), 
the cure of .1Encas (Acts, ix. 34), the resurrection of Dorcas 
( Acts, ix. 40); yet out of six speeches of Peter, preserved 
in the Acts, I know but two in which reference is made to 
the miracles wrought uy Christ, and only one in wl1ich he re­
fers to miraculous powers pos�cssc<l by himself. In his 
speech upon the day of Pentecost, Peter addresses his audi­
ence with great solemnity, thus: "Y c men of Israel, hear 
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thern words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man appruYed of God 
among you, by miracles, and wonders, and sign�, which God 
did by him in the midst of you, as ye ycursclYes also k1�ow ;"* 

&c. In his speech upon the convcr�io:1 of Cornelius, he dc­
lfrers his testimony to the miracles performed by Christ, in 
these words: ""\V c arc witnesses of all thing� which he did, 
both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem.' t But in 
tliis latter speech, no allnsion appears to the miracles wrought 
by himself, notwithstunding that the miracles above enumer­
ated all preceded the time in whic-11 it ,ms delivered. Jn his 
speech upon the election of Matthias,! no distinct reference is 
made to any of the miracles of Christ's history, except his 
resurrection. The same also may be observed of his speech 
upon the cure of the lame mnn at the gate of the temple ;J 
the. same in his speech before the Sanhcdrim ; II the same in 
his second apology in the presence of that assembly. Ste­
phen's long speech contains no reference whatever to miracks, 
though it be expressly related of him, in the book which pre­
serves the speech, and almost immediately before the speech, 
"that he did great wonders and miracles among the people.' 4lf 
Again, although miracles be expressly attributed to Saint 
Paul in the Acts of the Apostles, first, generally, as at Icu­
nium (Acts, xiv. 3), during the whole tour through the U ppcr 
Asia (xiv. 27, xv. 12), at Ephesus (xix. 11, 12); secondly, 
in specific instances, as the blindness of Elymas at Paphos,*'k 
the cure of the cripple at Lystra,tf of the pythoncss at Phil­
ippi,U the miraculous liberation from prison in the same 
city,§§ the restoration of Eutycbus,IIII the preclictiong of his 
shipwrcck,-J"'fi the viper at .i\Iclita,0* the cure of Publius' fa. 
thcr; ttf at all ,rhich miracles except the first two, the hbtorian 
himself was present; notwithstanding, I say, this positive 
a�cription of miracles to Saint Paul, yet in the speeches de-

* Acts, ii. 22. 

I iv. 8. 
H xvi. t6. 
A** xxviii. 6. 

f x. 39. 
"i)" vi. 8. 
§§ xvi. 26.

ttt xxviii. 8.

:f: i. 15. 
** xiii. 11.
ll' xx. 10. 

§ iii. 12. 

tt xiv. 8.

,1 ,r x.wii. I. 



460 EYIDE:XCES OF CllnlSTIANITY. [PART UL 

livered by him, and given as delivered by him, in the same 
book in which the miracles arc related, and the miraculous 
powers asserted, the appeals to his own miracles, or indeed 
to any miracles at all, are rare and incidental. In his speech 
at Antioch in Pisidia,* there is no allusion but to the resur­
rection. In his discourse at Milctus,t none to any miracle; 
none in his speech before Felix ;t none in his speech before 
Festus;§ except to Christ's resurrection, and his own con­
version. 

Agreeably hereunto, in thirteen letters ascribed to Saint 
Paul, we have incessant references to Christ's resurrection, 
frequent references to his own conversion, three indubitable 
references to the miracles which he wrought ;Ii four other 
references to the same, less direct yet highly probable ;9.[" but 
more copious or circumstantial recitals we have not. The 
consent, therefore, between Saint Paul's speeches and letters, 
is in this respect sufficiently exact; and the reason in both is 
the ·same; namely, that the miraculous history was all along 
pre-supposed, and that the question, which occupied the speak­
er's and the writer's thoughts, was this: whether, allowing 
the history of J csus to he trnc, he was, upon the strength of 
it, to be rccci,·cd as the promised Messiah; and, if he was, 
what were the consequences, what was the object and benefit, 
of his mission? 

The general obsen·ation which has been made upon the 
apostolic writings, namely, that the snujcct of which they 
treated, did not lend them to any direct recital of the Chris­
tinn history, belongs also to the writings of the apostolic 
fathers. The epistle of Barnabas is, in its subject and gen­
eral composition, much like the epistle to the Hebrews; an 
allegorical application of divers passages of the J cwish his­
tory, of their law and ritunl, to those parts of the Christian 
<lispcnsntion in which the nuthor perceind a resemblance. 

" Acts, xiii. 16. t xx. 17. t xxi\'. 10. 
I Gal. iii. 5; !tum. H. 18, 19; 2 Cor. xii. 12. 
,r 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5; Eph. iii. 7; Gal. ii. 8; 1 Thes.� ·. o. 

§ xxv. 8. 
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The epistle of Clement was written for the sole purpose of 
quieting certain dissensions that had arisen amongst the mcm· 
bers of the church of Corinth, and of reviving in their minds 
that temper and spirit of which their predecessors in the Gos­
pel had left them an example. The work of Hennas is 
a vision; quotes neither the Old Testament nor - the New; 
and merely falls now and then into the language, and the 
mode of speech, which the author had read in our Gospels. 
The epistles of Polycarp and Ignatius had for their principal 
object the order and discipline of the churches which they 
addressed. Yet, under all these circumstances of disadvan­
tage, the great points of the Christian history are fully recog­
nized. This hath been shown in its proper place.* 

There is, however, another class of writers, to whom the 
answer above given, viz., the unsuitableness of any such ap­
peals or references as the objection demands, to the subjects 
of which the ,n-itings treated, does not apply ; and that is, the 
class of ancient apologists, whose declared design it was to 
defend Christianity, and to give the reasons of their adhcr­
cnco to it. It is necessary, therefore, to inquire how the mat­
ter of the objection stands in these. 

The -most ancient apologist, of whose works we have the 
smallest knowledge, is Quadratus. Quadratus lived about sev­
enty years after the ascension, and presented his apology to the 
emperor Adrian. :From a passage of this work, preserved in 
Eusebius, it appca-rs that the author did directly and formally 
appeal to the miracles of Christ, and in terms as express and 
confident as we could desire. The passage ( which has been 
once already stated) is as follows : "The works of our Sa­
viour were always conspicuous, for they were real; both they 
that were healed, and they that were raised from the dead, 
were seen, not only when they were healed or raised, but 
for a long time afterwards; not only whilst he dwcllcd on 
this cartl), Lut also after his departure, and for a gootl while 
after it; insomuch as that some of them have reached to our 

• I'rop. i. Chap. vii. 
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times."* Nothing can be more rational or satisfactory than 
this. 

Justin Martyr, the next of' the Christian apologists whosr­
work is not lost, and who follmYed Quadratus at the distance 
of about thirty years, has touched upon passages of Christ's 
history in so many places, that a tolerably complete account_ 
of Christ's life might be collected out of his works. In 
the following quotation, he asserts the performance of mir­
acles by Christ, in words as strong and positive as the lan­
guage possesses : "Christ healed those who from their birth 
were blind, and deaf, and lame; causing, by his word, one to 
leap, another to hear, and a third to see ; and having raised 
the dead, and caused them to live, he by his works excited 
attention, and induced. the men of that age to know him. 
'\Vho, however, seeing these things done, said that it was a 
magical appearance, and dared to call him a magician, and a 
deceiver of the people."t 

In his first apology,! Justin expressly assigns the reason 
for his having recourse to the argument from prophecy, rather 
than a11eging the miracles of the Christian history ; which 

_ reason was, that the persons with whom l1e contended would 
ascribe these miracles t� magic ; " lest any of our opponents 
should say, '\Vhat hinders, but that he who jg called Christ by 
us, being a man sprung from men, performed the miracles 
which we attributed to him, by magical art 1'' The sugges­
tion of this reason meets, as I apprehend, the very point of 
the present objection; more especially when we find Justin 
followed in it, by other writers of that age. Irenmus, who 
came about forty years after him, notices the same evasion 
in the adversaries of Christianity, and replies to it by the 
same argument: "But, if they shall say, that the Lord per­
formed these things by an illusory appearance (q,uvrua,wJi;,,), 
leading these objectors to the prophl•eics, we will show from 
them, that all thi11gs were thus predicted concerning him, and 

* Euscb. Jlist., I. iY. c. 3. t Just. Dial., p. �58. ed. Thirlby. 
i Apolog. prim., p. 48, ib. 
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strictly came to pass."* Lactantius, who lived a century 
lower, delivers the same sentiment, upon the same occasion: 
"He performed miracles ;-we might have supposed him to 
have been a magician, as ye say, and as the Jews then sup­
posed, if all the prophets had not with one spirit foretold that 
Christ should perform these very things."f 

But to return to the Christian apologists in their order. 
Tertullian :-" That person whom the J cws had vainly imag­
ined, from the meanness of his appearance, to be a mere man, 
they ,tft:cr\lards, in consequence of the power he exerted, con­
sidered as a magician, when he, "·ith one word, ejected devils 
out of the bodies of men, gave sight to the blind, cleansed 
the leprous, strengthened the nerves of those that had the 
palsy, and, lastly, with one command, restored the dead to 
life; when he, I say, made the very clements obey him, 
assuaged the storms, walked upon the seas, demonstrating 
himself to be the Word of God."t 

Next in the catalogue of professed apologists we may place 
Origen, who, it is well known, published a formal defence of 
Christianity, in ans\ler to Celsus, a heathen, who had written 
a discourse against it. I know no expressions, by which a 
plainer or more positive appeal to the Christian miracles can 
be made, than the expressions used by Origen; "Undoubt­
edly we do think him to be the Christ, and the Son of God, 
because he healed the lame and the blind; and we arc the 
more confirmed in this persuasion, by what is written in the 
prophecies: 'Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, 
and the cars of the deaf shall hear, and the ,lame man shall 
leap as an hart.' But that he also raised the dead, and that 
it is not a fiction of those who wrote the Gospels, is evident 
from hence, that, if it had been a fiction, there would have 
been many recorded to be raised up, and such as had been a 
long time in their grm·es. But, it not being a fiction, fow 
have Leen recorded; for instance, the daughter of the rule1· 

* Iren., I. ii. c. 57. t Lactant., v. 3. 
t Tertull. Apolog., p. 20; e<l. Priorii, Par. 1G75. 
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of a synagogue, of whom I do not know why he said, She is 
not dead but sleepeth, expressing something peculiar to her, 
not common to all dead persons ; and the only son of a 
widow, on whom he had compassion, and raised him to life, 
after he had bid the bearers of the corpse to stop ; and the 
third, Lazarus, who had been buried four days." This is pos­
itively to assert the miracles of Christ, and it is also to com­
ment upon them, and that with a considerable degree of ac­
curacy and candor. 

In another passage of the same author we meet with the 
old solution of magic applied to the miracles of Christ by 
the adversaries of the religion. "Cclsus," saith Origen, "well 
knowing what great works may be alleged to have been done 
by Jesus, pretends to grant that the things related of him arc 
true; such as healing diseases, raising the dead, feeding mul­
titudes with a few loaves, of which large fragments were 
left."* And then Cclsus gives, it seems, an answer to these 
proofs of our Lord's mission, which, as Origen understood it, 
resolved the phenomena into magic; for, Origen begins his 
reply, by observing, "You see that Celsus in a manner allows 
that there is such a thing as magic."t 

It appears also from the testimony of Saint Jerome, that 
Porphyry, the most learned and able of the Heathen ,n-itcrs 
against Christianity, resorted to the same solution: "Unless," 
says he, speaking to Yigilantins, "according to the manner 
of the Gentiles and the profane, of Porphyry and Eunomius, 
you pretend that these are the tricks of demons."! 

This magic, these demons, this illusory appearance, this 
comparison with the tricks of jugglers, by whieh many of 
that age accounted so easily for the Christian miracles, and 
which answers the advocates of Christianity often thought it 
necessary to refute by arguments drawn from other topies, 
and particularly from prophecy ( to which, it seems, these 

* Orig. Cont. Cels., lib. ii. sect. 48. 
t Lnrt.lncr's Jewish ant.I Heath. Test., vol. ii. p. 2U-1, ed. 4to. 
t Jerome Cont. Vigil. 
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solutions did not apply), we now perceive to be gross subter­
fuges. That such reasons were ever seriously urged, and 
seriously received, is only a proof, what a gloss and varnish 
fashion can give to any opinion. 

It appears, therefore, that the miracles of Christ under­
stood, as we understand them, in their literal and historical 
sense, were posith·ely and precisely asserted and appealed to 
by the apologistR for Christianity; which answers the allega­
tion of the objection. 

I am ready, however, to admit, that the ancient Christian 
advocates did not insist upon the miracles in argument, so 
frequently as I should have done. It was their lot to contend 
with notions of magical agency, against which the mere pro­
duction of the facts was not sufficient for the convincing of 
their adversaries: I do not know whether they themselves 
thought it quite decisive of the controversy. But since it is 
proved, I conceive with certainty, that the sparingness with 
which they appealed to miracles, was owing neither to their 
ignorance, nor their doubt of the facts, it is, at any rate, an 
objection, not to th� truth of the history, but to the judgment 
of its defenders. 

20* 



CHAPTER VI. 

WAXT OF U:-SI,ERSAI.ITY IN TUE KXOWLEDGE AND REOEl'TION OF 

OIIRISTIAXJTY, AND OF GREATEI! CLEARNE�S lN TllE EVIDENCE. 

OF a revelation which rea1Jy came from God, the proof, 
it has been said, would in all ages be so public and manifest, 
that no part of the human species would remain ignorant of 
it, no undcrstan<ling could fail of being convinced by it. 

The advocates of Christianity do not pretend that the evi­
dence of their religion possesses these qualities. They do not 
deny that we can conceive it to be within the compass of di­
vine power, to h:n-c communicated to the world a higher de­
gree of assurance, and to have given to his communication a 
stronger and more extensive influence. For anything we are 
able to discern, God could have so formed men, as to have 
perceived the truths of religion intuitively:" or to have car­
ried on a communication with the other world, whilst they 
lived in this; or to have seen the individuals of the species, 
instead of dying, pass to heaven by a sensible translation. He 
could have presented a separate miracle to each man's senses. 
He coul<l have established a standing miracle. He could 
have caused miracles to be wrought in every diflerent age and 
country. These, and many more methods, which we may 
imagine, if we once give loose to our imaginations, arc, so 
far as we can judge, all practicable. 

The question, therefore, is not whether Christianity pos­
sesses the highest possible degree of evidence, but whether tho 

* This is the doctrino of Spir1tualism.-Ed.
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not haYing more cYidence be a sufficient reason for rt:jccting 
that which we haYe. 

Now there appears to be no fairer method of judging, con­
cerning any dispensation which is alleged to come from God, 
when a question is made whether such a dispensation could 
come from God or not, than by comparing it witlJ other thing� 
which arc acknowledged to proceed from. the same counsel, 
and to be produced by the same agency. If the dispensation 
in question lalior under no def .. cts hut what apparently heloug 
to other dispen�ations, these seeming defects do not justify us 
in setting aside the proof.� which are uffo1·cd of its authenticity, 
if they be otherwise e.ntitlcd to credit. 

Throughout that order then of nature, ot' which God is the 
author, what we find is a system of beneficence: we arc sel­
dom or ever able to make out a system of optimism. I 
mean, that there arc few cases in which, if we permit ourselves 
to range in impossibilities, we cannot suppose something more 
perfect, and more unobjectionable, than "·hat we see. The 
rain which descends from heaven, is confessedly amongst the 
contrivauces of the Creator, for the sustcntation of the ani­
mals and vegetables which subsist upon the surface of the 
earth. Y ct how partially and irregularly is it supplied ! 
How much of it falls upon the sea, where it can be of no use ! 
how often is it wanted where it would be of the greatest! 
\Vhat tracts of continent arc rendered deserts by the scarcity 
of it ! Or, not to speak of extreme cases, how much, some­
times, do inhabited countries suffer by its deficiency or delay! 
\V c could imagine, if to imagine were our business, the mat­
ter to be otherwise regulated. \V c could imagine showers to 
fall, just wl1cre and when they would do good; always sea­
sonable, everywhere sufficient; so distributed as not to leave a 
field upon the face of the globe scorched by drought, or even 
a plant withering f._ - the lack of moisture. Y ct., docs the 
difforcncc between the real case and the imagined case, or the 
seeming inferiority of the o:1e to the other authorize us to 
say, that the present disposition of the atmosphere is not 



468 EnDEXCES OF CHTIISTIANITY. [PART III. 

amongst the productions or the designs of the deity? Does 
it check the inference which we drnw from the confessed be­

neficence of the provision? or docs it make us cease to ad­
mire the contrivance? The observation, which we have 
exemplified in the single instance of the rain of heaven, may 
be repeated concerning most of the phenomena of nature ; 
and the true conclusion to whic:h it leads is this: that to in­
quire what the Deity might ham done, could have done, or, 
as we even some'times presume to speak, ought to have done, 
or, in hypothetical cases, woukl have done, and to build any 
propositions upon such inquiries against evidence of facts, is 
wholly unwarrantable. It is a mode of reasoning which will 
not do in natural history, which will not do in natural religion, 
which cannot therefore be applied with safety to revelation. 
It may have some foundation, in certain speculative a priori 

ideas of the divine attributes ; but it has none in experience, 
or in analogy. The general character of the works of nature 
is, on the one hand, goodness both in design and effect; and, 
on the other hand, a· liability to difficulty, and to objections, if 
such objections be allowed, by reason of seeming incomplete­
ness or uncertainty in attaining their end. Christianity partie­
ipatcs of this character. The true similitude between na­
ture and revelation consists in this : that they each bear strong 
marks of their original ; that they each also bear appearances 
of irregularity and defect. A system of strict optimism may 
nevertheless be the real system in both cases. But what I 
contend is, that the proof is hidden from us; that we ought 
not to expect to perceive tliat in revelation, which we hardly 
perceive in anything ; that beneficence, of which we can judge, 
ought to satisfy us, that optimism, of ,vhich we cannot judge, 
ought not to be sought aftc�. "\Ve can judge of beneficence, 
because it depends upo.n cffocts which we experience, and upon 
the relation between the means which we see acting and the 
end,; which we see produced. "\V c cannot judge of optimism, 
because it necessarily implies a comparison of that which is 
tried, with that which is not tried; of consequences which ,1·<> 
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see, with others which we imagine, and concernillg many of 
which, it is more than probable we know nothing ; concerning 
some, that we have no notion. 

If Christianity be compared with the state and progress of 
natural religion, the argument of the objector will gain nothing 
by the comparison. I remember hearing an unbeliever say, 
that, if God had given a revelation, he would have written it 
in the skies. Are the truths of natural religion written in 
the skies, or in a language which every one reads? or is this 
the ease with the most useful arts, or the most necessary sci­
ences of human life? An Otaheitean or an Esquimaux knows 
nothing of Christianity; docs he know more of the principles 
of deism or morality ? which, notwithstanding his ignorance, 
are neither untrue, nor unimportant, nor uncertain. The ex­
istence of the Deity is left to be collected from observations, 
which every man does not make, which every man, perhaps, 
is not capable of making. Can it be argued, that God does 
not exist, because, if he did, he would let us see him, or dis­
cover himself to mankind by proofo (such as, we may think, 
the nature of the subject merited), which no inadverteney 
could miss, no prejudice withstand? 

If Christianity be regarded as a providential instrument for 
the melioration of mankind, its progress and diffusion resem­
bles that of other causes by which human life is improved. 
The diversity is not greater, nor the advance more slow, in re­
ligion, than we find it to be in learning, liberty, government, 
laws. The Deity hath not touched the order of nature in vain. 
The Jewish religion produced great and permanent effects; 
the Christian religion hath done the same. It hath disposed 
the world to amendment. It hath put things in a train. It 
is by no means improbable, that it may become unh·ersal; 
and that the world.may continue in that stage so long as that 
the duration of its reign may bear a vast proportion to tho 
time of its partial influence.* 

* To the Christian this is certain, because predicted in the Bible ; 
and even to the infidel it ought to suffice for an explanation of the 
difficulty which infidelity suggests.-Ed. 
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"\Yhcn we argue concerning Christianity, that it must neces­
sarily be true, because it is beneficial, we go, perhaps, too far 
on one side ; and we certainly go too far on the other, when 
we conclude that it must be false, because it is not so effica­
cious as we could ham supposed. The question 0f its truth is 
to he tried upon its proper evidence, without deferring much 
to this sort of argument, on either side. "The evidence," as 
bishop Butler hath rightly obscn·ed, "depends upon the judg­
ment we form of human conduct, under given circumstance�, 
of which it may be presumed that we know something; the 
oLjection stands upon the supposed conduct of the Deity, un­
der relations with which we arc not acquainted." 

"\Vhat would be the real effect of that overpowering evidence 
which onr adversaries require in a revelation, it is difficult to 
foretell; at least, we must speak of it as of a dispensation of 
which we have no experience. Some consequences however 
would, it is probable, attend this economy, which do not seem 
to befit a revelation that proceeded from God. One is, that 
irresistible proof would restrain the voluntary powers too 
much; would not answer the purpose of trial and probation; 
would call for no exercise of candor, seriousnc�s, humility, in­
quiry; no submission of passion, interests, and prejudices, to 
moral evidence and to probable truth ; no habits of reflection ; 
none of that previous desire to learn aml to obey the will of 
God, which forms perhaps the test of the virtuous principle, 
and which induces men to attend, with care and reverence, to 
cnry credible intimation of that will, and to resign present 
advantages and present pleasures to every reasonable expec­
tation of propitiating his f:wor. "l\Ien's moral probation 
may be, whether they will take due care to inform themselves 
by impartial consideration; and, afterwards, whether they 
will act as the case requires, upon the evidence which they 
have. And this we finJ Ly experience, is often our probation 
in our temporal capacity."* 

II. These modes of communication would leave no placo

¥ Butler's Analogy, part ii. c. vi. 
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for the a<lmission of intemal evidence;* which ought, perhaps, 
to bear a considerable part in the proof of every revelation, 
because it is a species of ,widencc, which applies itself to the 
knowledge, love, and practice, of virtue, and which operates 
in proportion to the degree of those qualities which it finds in 
the person whom it addresses. Men of good dispositions, 
amongst Christians, are greatly affected by the impression 
which the Scriptures themselves make upon their minds. 
Their co1wiction is much strengthened by these impressions. 
And this perhaps was intended to be one effect to be pro<luccd 
by the religion. It is likewise, true, to whatever cause we as­
crihc it (for I a'm not in this work at liberty to introduce the 
Chri�tian <loctrinc of grace or assistance, or the Christian prom­
ise, that, "if any man will do his will, he shall know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of God "t),-it is true, I say, that 
they who sincerely act, or sincerely endea,·or to act, accorclin,Q 

to what they believe, that is, accor<ling to the just result of 
the probabilities, or, if you please, the possibilities in natural 
and revealed religion, which they themselves perceive, and ac­
cording to a rational estimate of consequences, and, above all, 
according to the just effect of those principles of gratitu<lc and 
devotion, which even the view of nature generates in a well­
ordcrc<l mind, seldom fail of proceeding further. This also 
may have been exactly what was designed. 

1,\'hercas, may it not be sai<l that irresistible evidence would 
confound all characters and all dispositions? would subvert, 
rather than promote, the true purpose of the divine counsels; 
which is, not to produce obedience by a force little short of 
mechanical constraint ( which obedience would be regularity, 
not virtue, and would har<lly perhaps differ from that which 
inanimate bo<lies pay to the laws impressed upon their nature), 
but to treat moral agents agreeably to what they arc; whi('h 
is done, when light and motives arc of such kinds, an<l arc im­
parted in such mcasnrcs, that the influence of them <lcpen<ls 
upon the recipients themselves? "It is not meet to go,·crn 

• See note to Chap. IX. sect. IT.-Ed. t John, vii. 1'7. 
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rational free agents in via by sight and sense. It would be 
no trial or thanks to the most sensual wretch to forbear sin­
ning, if heaven and hell were open to his sight. That spirit­
ual vision and fruition is our state in patria." (Baxter's Rea­
sons, p. 357.) There may be truth in this thought, though 
roughly expressed. Few things are more improbable than 
that we (the human species) should be the highest order of 
beings in the universe: that animated nature should ascend 
from the lowest reptile to us, and all at once stop there. Ift�ere 
be classes above us of rational intelligences, clearer manifesta­
tions may belong to them. This may be one of the distinctions. 
And it may be one to 'ivhich we ourselves hereafter shall attain. 

III. But may it not also be asked, whether the perfect dis­
play of a future state of existence would be compatible with 
the activity of civil life, and with the success of human affairs? 
I can easily conceive that this impression may be overdone; 
that it may so seize and fill the thoughts, as to leave no place 
for the cares and offices of men's several stations, no anxiety 
for worldly prosperity, or even for a worldly provision, and, 
by consequence, no sufficient stimulus to secular industry. 
Of the first Christians we read, "that all that believed were 
together, and had all things common ; and sold their possess­
ions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man 
bad need; and, continuing daily with one accord in the tem­
ple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their 
meat with gladness and singleness of heart."* This was ex­
tremely natural, and just what m_ight be expected from mi­
raculous evidence coming wi th full force upon the senses of 
mankind; but I much doubt whether, if this state of mind 
had been universal, or long-continued, the business of the 
world could have gone on. The necessary arts of social lifo 
would have Leen little cultivated. The plough and the loom 
would have stood still. Agriculture, manufactnrcs, trade, 
and navigation, would not, I think, have fiouri�hed, if they 
could haw been exercised at all. ::\Icn would have addictcu 

* Acts, ii. 4-l-46.



CnAP, VI.] EVIDENCES OF CITIUSTIANITY. 473 

themseh·es to contemplative and ascetic lives, instead of lives 
of business an<l of useful in<lustry. ,\Tc obscn·e that Saint 
Paul found it necessary, frequently to recall his connrts to 
the ordinary labors and domestic duties of their condition; 
and to give them in his own example, a lesson of contented 

application to their worldly employments.* 
By the manner in which the religion is now proposed, a 

great portion of the human species is enabled, and of these 
multitudes of every generation are induced, to seek and to 
effectuate their salvation through the medium of Christianity, 
without inten·uption of the prosperity or of the regular course 

of human affairs. 

* These observations have been illustrated by the conduct of per­
sons who lately expected the second advent of Christ.-Ed. 



CII.A.PTER VII. 

TIIE SGPPOSED EFFECTS OF CIJRISTIAXITY. 

TrrAT a Tcligion, which, under every form in which it is 
taught, holds forth the final reward of virtue and punishment 
of vice, and proposes those distinctions of virtue and vice, 
which the wisest and most cultivated part of mankind confess 
to be just, should not be believed, is very possible; but that, 
so far as it is believed, it should not produce any good, but 
rather a bad effect upon public happiness, is a proposition 
which it requires very strong evidence to render credible. 
Y ct many have been found to contend for this paradox, and 
very confident appeals have been made to history, and to ob­
servation, fur the truth of it. 

In the conclusions, however, which these writers draw from 
wliat they call experience, two sources, I think, of mistake, 
may be perceived. 

One is, that they look for the influence of religion in the 
wrong place. 

The other, that they charge Christianity with many conse­
quences, for ,vhich it is not responsible. 

I. The inflncnce of religion is not to be sought for in the
councils of princes, in the debates or resolutions of popular 
asscmblirs, in the conuuct of governments towards their sub­
jects, or of �talcs and sovereigns towards one another; of 
con,p1erors at tl1c hcaJ of their armies, or of parties intrigu­
ing fur power at 1101110 (topics which alone almost occupy the 
attl'11tion, and fill the pages, of history); but must be per-
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reiyed. if pcrcciwd at all, in the silent course of private and 
domestic life. Nay more; eYen there its influence may not 
be very obvious to obsern1tion. If it cheek, in some degree, 
personal dissoluteness, if it beget a, general probity in the 
transaction of business, if it produce soft and humane man­
ners in the mass of the community, and occasional exertions 
of laborious or expensive benevolence in a few individ-uals, 
it is all the cffrct which can offer itself to external notice. 
The kingdom of heaven is within us. That which is the sub­
stance of the religion, its hopes and consolations, its intcrmix­
ture with the thought by day and hy n_ight, the devotion of 
the heart, the control of appetite, the steady direction of the 
will to the commands of God, is necessarily invisible. Y ct 
upon these depend the virtue and the happiness of millions. 
This cause renders the representations of history, with re­
spect to religion, dcfcctirn and fallacious, in a greater degree 
than they are upon any other subject. Religion operates 
most upon those of whom history knows the least; upon 
fathers and mothers in their families, upon men-servants and 
maid-servants, upon the orderly tradesman, the quiet villager, 
the manufacturer at his loom, the husbandman in his fields. 
Amongst such, its influence collectively may be of inestima­
ble value, yet its effects, in the meantime, little upon those 
who figure upon the stage of the wo�ld. They may know 
nothing of it; they may believe nothing of it; they may be 
actuated by motives more impetuous than those which relig­
ion is able to excite. It cannot, therefore, be thought strange, 
that this influence should elude the grasp and touch of public 
history; for, what is public history, but a register of the suc­
cesses and disappointments, the vices, the follies, and the quar­
rels, of those who engage in contentions for power? 

I will add, that much of this in!luencci may be fdt in times 
of public distress, and little of it in times of public wealth 
and st:curity. This also increases the uncertainty of any 
opinions that we draw from hi�torical representations. Th;.i 
influence of Christianity is commensurate with no cffocts 
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which history state�. ,Ye do not pretend that it has any 
such necc,sary and irresistible power over the affairs of nations; 
as to surmount the force of other causes. 

The Christian religion also acts upon public usages and in­
stitutions, by an operation which is only secondary and indi-
1:cct. Christianity is not a code of civil law. It can only 
reach public institutions through private character. Now its 
influence upon private character may be considerable, yet 
many ptiblic usages and institutions repugnant to its princi­
ples may remain. To get rid of these, the reigning part of 
the community must act, and act together, But it may be 
long before the persons who compose this body, be sufficiently 
touched with the Christian character, to join in the suppress­
ion of practices, to which they and the public have been rec­
onciled by causes which will reconcile the human mind to 
anything, by habit and interest. Nevertheless, the effects of 
Christianity, even in this view, have been important. It has 
mitigated the conduct of war, and the treatment of captives. 
It has softened the administration of despotic, or of nominally 
despotic governments. It has abolished polygamy. It has 
restrained the licentiousness of divorces. It has put an end 
to the exposure of children, and the immolation of slaves. 
It has suppressed the combats of gladiators,* and the impuri­
ties of religious rites. It has banished, if not unnaturd vices, 
at least the toleration of them. It has greatly meliorated 
the condition of the laborious part, that is to say, of the mass 
of every community, by procuring for them a day of weekly 
rest. In all countries, in which it is professed, it has produce 
numerous establishments for the relief of sickness and pover 
ty ; and, in some, a regular and general provision by law. 
It has triumphed over the slavery established in the Roma1 

* Lipsius affirms (Sat., b. i. c. 1 �). that the glndiatoriul shows some­
times cost Europe twenty or thirty thousand lives in II month; nnd 
that not only the men, but even the women of nil ranks, were 
passionately fond of these showg, Sec Bishop Porteus' Sermon 
XIII.
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empire: it is contending, and, I trust, will one day prevail. 
against the worse slavery of the \Vest Jndics. 

A Christian writer," so early as in the second century, has 
testified the resistance which Christianity made to wicked and 
licentious practices though established by law and by public 
usage: "Neither in Parthia, do the Christians, though Par­
thians, use polygamy; nor in Pcrsin, though Persians, do 
they marry their own daughters; nor among the Bactri, or 
Galli, do they violate the sancity of marriage; nor wherever 
they arc, do they suffer themselves to be overcome hy ill­
constituted laws am] manners." 

Socrates did not destroy the idolatry of Athens, or pro­
duce the slightest re,·olution in the manners of his country. 

But the argument to ,vhich I recur, is, that the benefit of 
religion, being felt chiefly in the obscurity of private stations, 
necessarily escapes the observation of history. l<'rom the 
first general notification of Christianity to the present day, 
there have been in every ngc many millions, whose names 
were never heard of, made better by it, not only in their 
conduct, but in their di:sposition; and happier, not so much 
in their external circumstances, as in that which is inter prre­

cordia, in that which alone deserves the name of happiness, 
the tranquillity and consolation of their thoughts. It has 
been, since its commencement, the author of happiness and 
virtue to millions and millions of the human race. \\rho is 
there that would not wish his son to be a Christian? 

Christianity also, in e,·cry country in which it is professed, 
hath obtained a sensible, although not a complete influence, 
upon the public judgment of morals. And this is very im­
portant. :For without the occasional correction which public 
opinion receives, by referring to some fixed standard of mo­
rality, no man can forctel into what extravagances it might 
wander. Assassination might become as honorable as duel­
ling; unnatural crimes be accounted a� 1·cnial, as fornication 
is wont to he accounted. In this way it is possible, that runny 

* Ba•·lcsnncs, np. Euscb. Prrop. Ern11g., \'i. 10. 
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may lie kept in or<lcr by Christianity, who are not themselves 
Chrbtians. They may be guided by the rectitude which it 
communicates to public opinion. Their consciences may sug­
gest their duty truly, and they may ascribe these suggestions 
to a moral sense, or to the native capacity of the human in­
tellect, when in fact they are nothing more than the publio 
opinion, reflected from their own minds; an opinion, in a con. 
siderable degree, modifie<l by the lessons of Christianity. 
"Certain it is, and this is a great deal to say, that the gener­
ality, even of the meanest and most vulgar and ignorant peo­
ple, have truer and worthier notions of God, more just and 
right apprehensions concerning his attributes and pcrfoctions, 
a deeper sense of the difference of good and CYil, a greater 
regard to moral obligations and to the plain and most neces­
sary duties of life, and a more firm and universal expectation 
of a future state of rewards and punishments, than, i11 any 
heathen country, any considerable number of men were found 
to have had."• 

E\'IDENCES OF CIIIUSTIA�ITY. 

After all, the value of Christianity is not to be nppreciatcl 
by its temporal cflcets. The object of revelation is to influence 
human conduct in this life; but what is gained to happiness 
by that influence, ran only be estimated by taking in the 
whole of human existence. Then, as hath already been ob­
served, there may be also great consequences of Christianity, 
which do not belong to it as a revelation. The effects upon 
human salvation, of the mission, of the dl'alh, of the present, 
of the future agency of Christ, m,1y be universal, though tho 
religion Le not universally known.t 

* Clarke, Ev. Nat. Rel., p. 208, ed. v 
t We hn,·e already quoted some remarks of Dr. Chalmers on the

wbject of this p.1rngrnph. Since a second opportunity offers itself, 
we take the liberty of introducing n few sentences of our own, 
which, although delivered as pnrt of a different argument, yet bear 
upon the effects that t1 ,e I:edemption of mnn appears to exercise 
among the arrangements of the Almighty ns Rnler of the universe, 
and senc to extend the idea adrnnecd in the text. 

We lcnm from the dcmonstrateJ univcrsality of llrnt great law 
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Secondly, I assert that Christi:rnity is charged with many 
conscqncnccs for which it is not responsible. I believe th�t 
religious moth·es haYe hncl no more to do in the fornrntim! of 
nine-tenths of the intolerant am1 pcrsccuti;,g laws, which in 

which binds together, by a reciprocal attraction, all tl1e matter in 
crcatiou, that even e,·cry grain of dust in the bnlauce, and every 
san� on the sea-shore makes its existence and its power felt through­
out immensity; and by analogy we might infer that e,·cry human 
spirit likewise exerts its allotted influence upon the entire spiritual 
universe. Divine Re.elatiou, howcnr, assigns to the human Race n. 
position of most peculiar moment in the government and well being 
of God's illimitable empire. Into the things which concern mankind 
the angels of light desire, with special earnestness, to look; by the 
body of redeemed ones from our fallen species, the manifold wisdom 
of God is made known to the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places; and the eternal Goilhead itself has tnken onr manhood into 
perpetual and mysterious union with itself, in order that, in the God­

man, all things might be gathered together in one, whether they be 
things in heaven or things on enrth-e,·en in Him, Xow, wliat mean 
these wonderful disclosures as to the interest and importance of our 
station in the universe-and many other similar hints, exprcsseu or 
implied, in the volume of inspiration 1 Do they not ai,sign to man's 
nature a central nnd ruling position in the whole creation of intelli­
gent and responsible beings, the glory and the influence of which we 
cannot uow either appreciate or understand 1 They tell 11s that man­
hood-the true bouy anu reasonable soul of n. man, sits upon the 
Almighty's throne-not as an usurper, but as an Olily sou n1.u heir of 
all things; they tell us that to Ilim who there prcsiiles, in twofolu 
nat11re, among the celestial hierarchies, every knee must bow in 
heaven, nnd earth, and hell, and e"cry tongue confess that He is 
Lord-and nil this, because he was found in fashion ns a man, under­
went the trials of n. man, and died the death of a man ; nnd they 
further tell us that since He, who is thus made head over all things, 
is invested with universal supremacy for the sake of man, they 
whose nature He assumed, and who in covenant are to Ilirn uniteu, 
1ecome His brethren, sons of God, judges of Angels, and arc put in 
possession of an inheritance whle as the uniYerse, cnrything being 
theirs, both in the present world and in the wor·lt! to co:ue; foras­
much ns they are His nnd Uc is Cou's. It would not become me in 
this place or presence, nnu although Di,,init.y ought to be included 
in the cirde of the sciences-to enter into a theological discussion 
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different countries have been established upon the sul)jeet of 
religion, than they have had to do in England with the mak­
ing of the game-laws. These measures, although they haYe 
the Christian religion for their subject, are resolvable into a 

on the doctrine of the union of saints to the Saviour, and the conse­
quences that may flow to the entire world of spirits, from the scheme 
of human redemption-but this I dare affirm, that neither in philoso­
phy nor divinity can the ways of God be explained nnd justified, by 
looking on man as an individual, or even as a mere citizen of this 
earth. We must regard God as the Ruler, and man aR a citizen, of 
the Universe. We must remember that God's duty-I use the word 
advisedly-is to attend to the concerns of all worlds, and that His 
acts towards any one member of His universal family, assuredly do 
tell upon the interests of all. Were sciolists in theology to ponder 
this truth carefully, it would save them from many an error with 
respect to the Divine administration-the justice and mercy of the 
Law-giver-the whole question of the atonement-and the issues of 
the great plan of human salvation. They would then see, for exam­
ple, that to forgive a transgression of the law, without satisfaction, 
might appear merciful, indeed, to the person so forgi veu, but would 
be unspeakably unjust and cruel to all free and accountable beings 
besides, whose continued obedience may depend on the very fact 
that, under God's infinitely perfect government, it is utterly impos­
sible to sin with impunity. One instance of such unconditional par­
don, by demonstrating the contrary, might open the flood-gates of 
temptation and perdition to myriads of creatures who, since their 
creation, have stood 

"unshaken, from within 

Or from without, to all temptations nrmed,'' 

and might, in process of time, convert the grand Kosmos of Omnis­
cience into a very Chaos of the adversary! I believe that the re­
covery of our fallen race, by.a plan so wise and so astonishing as 
that ma<le known in the Bible, unfolds such views of God's character 
and law, ns not only augment the happiness of creation, but are some 
way absolutely necessary to its enfety. I believe that the morn! im­
possibility of sin's entering in, and marring the felicity of the un­
fallen millions of intelligences in the houn<lless dominions of the 
most High, is increased beyond all calculation by the mnrvellous 
meeting of righteousness and pence iu the atonement of Him who, in 
man's nature, and for man's redcmpti�n, bled and died on the accurs-
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principle which Christianity certainly did not plant (and which 
Christianity could not universally condemn, because it is not 
universally wrong), which principle is no other than this, that 
they who are in possession of power do what they can to keep 
it. C'hristianity is answerable for no part of the mischief 
which has been brought upon the world by persecution, ex­
cept that which has arisen from conscientious persecutors. 
Now these perhaps have never been either numerous, or 
powerful. Nor is it to Christianity that even their mistake 
can fairly be imputed. They have been misled by an error 
not properly Christian or religious, but by an error in their 

ed tree. Indeed, who can tell but that this divine transaction is the 
very key-stone of that majestic spiritual structure, which the Al­
mighty maker has reared-without which it would not have been 
immoveably secure, and which, as precisely adapted to the constitu­
tion of responsible beings, has been inserted by His own hand, to 
fix in ever-during order and harmony, the grand system of imma­
terial existence, even as the central orb, where He sits enthroned, 
binds together, in eternal regularity, the spheres of the material 
universe. If this be true-and that it is, both reason and revelation 
seem to proclaim-then no wonder that the God-man occupies the 
scat of supreme dominion-no wonder that the angels desire to look 
into His marvellous work-and no wonder that there is joy among 
their bright ranks over every successive evidence of its complete­
ness-every ascending trophy of His soul's mysterious travail I Who 
can add to the sublimities of the judgment-day 1 Yet it is not the 
Yoice of the last trumpet, it is not the starting of the dead from 
burial ground, and battle-field, and ocean-depth-it is not the rend­
ing rocks an<l. reeling mountains,-it is not even the agonies of the 
damned, and the joyous welcome of the blcst-it is not, we imagine, 
on any, or on all of these-strangely awful as they are, that the 
celestial hosts, around assembled, shall look with profoundest admi­
ration-but it is to the final consummation of that vast scheme, 
which dooms and shuts np fore,·cr the angels that kept not their 
first estate-which encompasses with a rampart of love, strong as 
necessity, the innumerable millions of the holy-which finishes trans­

gression, and makes an end of sin, and brings in everlasting right­
eousness, and, by the triumphant blending of infinite justice an,l 
mercy, in the Restoration of mankind, lays the perpetual foundation 
of a new order of things.-llfan's Place in t!te Universe.

21 
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moral philosophy. They pursued the particular, without ad­
verting to the general, consequence. Believing certain arti­
cles of faith, or a certain mode of worship, to be highly con­
ducive, or perhaps essential, to salvation, they thought them­
selves bound to bring all they could, by every means, into 
them. And this they thought, without considering what 
would be the effect of such a conclusion, when adopted 
amongst mankind as a general rule of conduct. Had there 
been in the Ne,v Testament, what there arc in the Koran, pre­
cepts authorizing coercion in the propagation of the religion, 
and the use of violence towards unbelievers, the case would 
have been different. This distinction could not have been 
taken, nor this defence made. 

I apologize t'or no species nor degree of persecution, but I 
think that even the fact has been exaggerated. The slave­
trade destroys more in a year, than the Inquisition does in a 
hundred, or perhaps hath done since its foundation. 

If it be objected, as I apprehend it will be, that Christian­
ity is chargeable with every mischief of which it has been 
the occasion, though not the motive; I answer, that, if the 
malevolent passions be there, the world will never want 
occasions. The noxious element will always find a con­
ductor. Any point will produce an explosion. Did the ap­
plauded intcrcommunity of the Pagan theology preserve the 
peace of the Homan world? did it prevent oppressions, pro­
scriptions, massacres, devastations? \Vas it bigotry that car­
ried Alexander into the East, or brought Cresar into Gaul? 
Arc the nations of the world, into which Christianity hath 
not fonnd its way, or from which it hath been banished, free 
from contentions? Are their contentions less ruinous and 
sanguinary? Is it owing to Christianity, or to the want of it, 
that the finest regions of the East, the countries inter quatuor 

maria, the peninsula of Grcccl', together with a great part of 
the 1Ieclitcrrancan coast, arc at this day a desert? or that the 
l>anks of the ?\ile, whose constantly renewed fortility is not
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to be impaired by neglect, or destroyed by the ravages of 
war, serve only for the scene of a ferocious anarchy, or the 
supply of unceasing hostilities? Europe itself has known 
no religious wars for some centuries, yet has hardly ever 
been without war. Are the calamities, which at this day 
affiict it, to be imputed to Christianity? Hath Poland fallen 
by a Christian crusade ? Hath the overthrow in France of 
civil order and security, been effected by the votaries of our 
religion, or by the foes? Amongst the awful lessons, which 
the crimes and the miseries of that country afford to man. 
kind, this is one, that, in order to be a persecutor, it is not 
necessary to be a bigot; that in rage and cruelty, in mischief 
and destruction, fanaticism itself can be outdone by infi­
delity. 

Finally, If war, as it is now carried on between nations, 
produce less misery and ruin than formerly, we are indebted 
perhaps to Christianity for the change, more than to any other 
cause. Viewed therefore even in its relation to this subject, 
it appears to have been of advantage to the world. It hath 
humanized the conduct of wars; it hath ceased to excite 
them. 

The differences of opinion, that have in all ages prevailed 
amongst Christians, fall very much within the alternative 
which has been stated. If we possessed the disposition which 
Christianity labors, above all other qualities, to inculcate, 
these differences would do little harm. If that disposition be 
wanting, other causes, even were these absent, woulcl contin­
ually rise up to call forth the malevolent passions into action. 
Difforcnccs of opinion, when accompanied with mutual char­
ity, which Christianity forbids them to violate, arc for the 
most part innocent, and for some purposes useful. They 
promote inquiry, discussion, and knowledge. They help to 
keep up an attention to religious subjects, and a concern 
about them, which might be apt to die away in the calm nnd 
silence of universal agreement. I do not know that it is in 
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any degree true, that the influence of religion is the greatest, 
where there are the fewest dissenters. 

In addition to what Paley has given on the objections to Didne 
Re,elation, let the student peruse and ponder sect. 6th of chap. v. 
in Horne's Introduction (vol. i pp. 180-183). It is there shown 
that, even though some objections may be unanswerable by us, that 
is no just cause for rejecting the Scriptures, and that unbelievers in 
Divine Revelation are more credulous than Christians. The diflicul• 
ties of Infidelity are much greater than those of Belief.-Ed. 



CHAPTER Vlil. 

TIIE COXCLPSIO:'>, 

IN religion, as in every other subject of human reasoning, 
much depends upon the order in which we dispose our inquir­
ies. A man who takes up a system of divinity with a pre­
vious opinion that either every part must be true, or the 
whole false, approaches the discussion with great dfsadvan­
tage. No other system, which is founded upon moral evi­
dence, would bear to be treated in the same manner. Never­
theless, in a certain degree, we arc all introduced to our 
religious studies under this prcjudication. And it cannot be 
avoided. The weakness of the human judgment in the early 
part of youth, yet its extreme susceptibility of impression, 
renders it necessary to furnish it with some opinions, and 
with some principles, or other. Or indeed, without much 
express care, or much endeavor for this purpose, the tendency 
of the mind of man to assimilate itself to the habits of think­
ing and speaking which prevail around him, produces the same 
effect. That indiflerency and suspense, that waiting and 
equlibrium of the judgment, which some require in religious 
matters, and which some would wish to be aimed at in the 
conduct of education, are impossible to be preserved. They 
are not given to the condition of human life. 

It is a consequence of this institution that the doctrines of 
religion come to us before the proofa ; and come to us with 
that mixture of explications and inferences from which no 
public creed is, or can be, free. And the effect which too 
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frequently follows, from Christianity being presented to the 
understanding in this form, is, that when any articles, which 
appear as parts of it, contradict the apprehension of the per­
sons to whom it is proposed, men of rash and confident tem­
pers hastily and indiscriminately reject the whole. Dut is 
this to do justice, either to themselns, or to the religion? 
The rational way of treating a subject of such acknowledged 
importance is to attend, in the first place, to the general and 
substantial truth of its prinriples, and to that alone. ·when 
we once feel a foundation; when we once perceive a ground 
of credibility in its history, we shall proceed with safety to 
inquire into the interpretation of its records, and into the doc­
trines which have been deduced from them. Nor will it 
either endanger our faith, or diminish or alter our motives 
for obedience, if we should discover that these conclusions 
are formed with very different degrees of probability, and 
possess very different degrees of importance. 

This conduct of the understanding, dictated by every rule 
of right reasoning, will uphold personal Christianity, even in 
those countries in which it is established under forms the 
most liable to difficulty and objection. It will also have the 
further eflect of guarding us against the prejudices which arc 
wont to arise in our minds to the disadvantage of religion, 
from observing the numerous controversies which are carried 
on amongst its professors; and likewise of inducing a spirit 
of lcnity and moderation ln our judgment, as well as in our 
treatment of those who stand, in such controversies, upon 
sides opposite to ours. ·what is clear in Christianity, we 
shall find ,.:> be sufficient, and to be infinitely valuable; what 
is dubious, unnecessary to be decided, or of very subordinate 
importance; and what is most obscure, will teach us to bear 
with the opinions which others may have formed upon the 
same subject. \Y c shall say to those who the most widely 
dissrnt from us, what Augustine said to the wor�t heretics of 
his age: "Illi in vos sreviant, qui nesci1111t, cum quo la bore 
verum inveniatur, et quam difficile cavcantur errorc;; ;-qui 
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nesciunt, rnm quant,i difficnltatc sanctur oculus inter1c,ris hom­
inis ;-qni nesciunt, quibus suspiriis ct gcmitihus fiat ut ex 
quantulacunque parte possit intelligi Deus."* 

A judgment, moreo,·er, which is once pretty well satisfied 
of the general truth of the religion, will not only thus dis­
criminate in its doctrines, but will possess suflici.ent strength 
to OYercome the reluctance of the imagination to admit arti­
c'.cs of faith which are attended ,vith difficulty of apprehension, 
if such articles of faith appear to he truly parts of the revela­
tion. It-was to be expected beforehand, that what rebtcd to 
the economy, and to the persons, of the invisible \\·oriel, which 
revelation professes to do, and which, if true, it actually docs, 
should contain some points remote from our analogies, :mil 
from the comprehension of a mind which hath acquired all its 
ideas from sense and from experience. 

It hath been my care, in the preceding work, to preserve 
the separation between evidenee8 and doctrines as inviolable 
as I could ; to remove from the primary question all consid­
erations which have been unncccs,arily joined with it; and to 
ofl�·r a defence to Christianity, which every Christian might 
read, without seeing the tenets in which he had been bronght 
up attacked or decried ; and it always afforded a sati&foction 
to my mind to observe that this was practicable; that fow 01· 
none of our many controversies with one another affoct or re­
late to the proofs of our religion ; that the rent never descends 
to the foundation. 

The truth of Christianity depends upon its leading fact�, 
and upon them alone. Now of these we have evidence which 
ought to satisfy us, at l<.'ast until it appear that mankind h:we 
ever been deceived by the same. \\' e have some uncontested 
and incontestable points, to which the history of the human 

" Aug. contra Ep. Fund., cap. ii. n. 2, 3.* 

• Tbo!IC per.ions are the most billerly ho�tile lo you, who know not with whnt lnbor 

truth is <li�co,·cre<l, n11d wilh how much diffi�uHy errors are r;11art.lcd agaiu1t j-who 

know noL how h:mi it is, lo purg-c tho eye of the inner man ;-who kuow not wirb 

what sighs an<l g:roau� a man can lltlain cv1m t·l n �mall part of the knowfod,;� ..:( 

Goo..-Ed. 
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species hath nothing similar to offer. A J cwish peasant 
changed the religion of the world, and that, without force, 
without power, without support; without one natural sourer, 
or circumstance of attraction, influence, or succes•. Such a 
th:ng hath not happened in any other instance. The compan­
ions of this Person, after he himself had been put to death for 
his attempt, asserted his supernatural character, founded upon 
his supernatural operations; and, in testimony of the truth 
of their assertions, i. e. in consequence of their own belief of 
that truth, and in order to communicate the knowledge of it 
to others, voluntarily entered upon lives of toil and hardship, 
and, with a full experience of their clanger, committed them­
selves to the last extremities of persecution. This hath not 
a parallel. More particularly, a very few days after this Per­
son had been publicly executed, and in the very city in which 
he was buried, these his cornpanions declared with one voice 
that his body was restored to life; that they had seen him, 
hnndlecl him, eaten with him, conversed with him; nnd, in pur­
su::mce of their persuasion of the truth of what they told, 
preached his religion, ,vith this strange fact as the foundation 
of it, in the face of those who had killed him, who were arm­
ed with the power of the country, and necessarily and natu­
rally disposed to treat his followers as they had treated him­
self; and luving clone this upon the spot where the event took 
place, cnrriccl the intelligence of it abroad, in despite of diffi­
culties and opposition, and where the nature of their errand 
gave them nothing to expect but derision, insult, and outrage. 
This is without example. These three facts, I think, are 
certain, and would have been nearly so, if the Gospels had 
never been written. The Christian story, as to these points, 
hath never rnriccl. No other hath been set up against it. 
Every letter, every discourse, every controversy, amongst the 
followers of the religion; C\'cry book written by them, from 
the age of its commencement tu the present time, in cycry 
part of the wor!J in which it hath been professed, and with 
every sect into which it hath been divided (nncl we have let-
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ters and discourses written by contemporaries, by witnesses 
of the transaction, by persons themselves bearing a share in 
it, and other writings following that age in regular succession), 
concur in representing these facts in this manner. A religion 
which now possesses the greatest part of the civilized world, 
unquestionably sprang up at Jerusalem at this time. Some 
account must be given of its origin; some cause· assigned for 
its rise. All the accounts of this origin, all the explications 
of this cause, whether taken from the writings of the early 
followers of tl1c religion ( in which, and in which perhaps alone, 
it could be expected that they should be distinctly unfolded), 
or from occasional notices in other writings of that or the ad­
joining age, either expressly allege the facts above stated as 
the means by which the religion was set np, or advert to its 
commencement in a manner which agrees with the supposition 
of these facts being true, and which testifies their operation 
and effects. 

These propositions alone lay a foundation for our faith; for 
they prove the existence of a transaction, which cannot even 
in its most general parts be accoullted for, upon any reason­
able supposition, except that of the truth of the mission. But 
the particular:S, the detail of the miracles or miraculous pre­
tences ( for such there necessarily must have been), upon which 
this unexampled transaction rested, and for which these men 
acted and suffered as they did act and suffer, it is undoubtedly 
of great importance to us to know. '\Ve have this detail 
from the fountain-head, from the persons themselves ; in ac­
counts written by eye-witnesses of the scene, by contempo­
raries and companions of those who were so; not in one 
book, but four, each containing enough for the verification of 
the religion, all agreeing in the fundamental parts of the his­
tory. '\Ve have the authenticity of these books, established 
by more and stronger proofs than belong to almost any other 
ancient book whatever, and by proofs which widely distinguish 
them from any others claiming a similar authority to theirs. 
If there were any good reason for doubt concerning the names 

21* 
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to which these books are ascribed (which there is not, for they 
were never ascribed to any other, and we have evidence not 
long after their publication of their bearing the names which 
they now bear), their antiquity, of which there is no question, 
their reputation and authority amongst the early disciples of 
the religion, of which there is as little, form a valid proof that 
they must, in the main at least, have agreed with what the first 
teachers of the religion delivered. 

EYIDESCES OF CimlSTIANITY. 

"\Vhcn we open these ancient volumes, we discover in them 
marks of truth, whether we consider each in itself, or collate 
them with one another, The writers certainly knew some­
thing of what they were writing about, for they manifest an 
acquaintance with local circumstances, with the history and 
usages of the times, which could only belong to an inhabitant 
of that country, living in that age. In every narrative we 
perceive simplicity and undesignedness ; the air and the lan­
guage of reality. "\Vhen we compare the different narratives 
together, we find them so varying as to repel a11 suspicion of 
confederacy ; so agreeing under this variety, as to show that 
the accounts had one real transaction !or their common foun­
dation; often attributing different actions and discourses, to 

the person whose history, or rather memoirs of whose history, 
they profess to relate, yet actions and discourses so similar, 
as very much to bespeak the same character; which is a co­
incidence that, in st\ch writers as they were, could only be 
the consequence of their writing from fact, and not from im­
agination. 

These four narratives arc confined to the history of tho 
Foun<lE!r of the religion, and end with his ministry. Since, 
however, it is certain that the affair went on, we cannot help 
being anxious to know how it proceeded. This intelligence 
hath come down to us in a work purporting to be written by 
a person, himself connected with the business during the iir,-t 
stages of its progress, taking up the story where the former 
histories had left it, carrying on the narrative, oftentimes with 
great parti ularity, and throughout with the appearance of 
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good sense,* information, and candor; stating all along the 
origin, and the only probable origin, of eflccts which unques­
tionably were produced, together with the natural consequences 
of situations which unquestionably did exist; and confimied, 

in the substance at least of the account, l,y the strongest pos­
sible accession of testimony which a history cm� receive, orig­

inal letters, written by the person who is the principal subject 
of the history, written upon the business to which the history 
relates, and during the period, or soon after the period, which 
the history comprises. No man can $Uy that this altogether 
is not a body of strong historical evidence. 

,vhen we reflect that some of those from whom th:i books 
proceeded, are related to have themselves wrought miracles, 
to have been the subject of miracles, or of supernatural as­
sistance in propagating the religion, we may perhaps be led 
to think, that more credit, or a different kind of credit, is due 
to these accounts, than what can be claimed by merely Im­
man testimony. But this is an argument which cannot be ad­
dressed to sceptics or unbelievers. A man must be a Chris­
tian before he can receive it. The inspiration of the histori­
cal Scriptures, the nature, degree, and extent of that inspira­
tion, arc questions undoubtedly of serious discussion; but 
they are questions amongst Christians themselves, and not be­
tween them and othcr8. The doctrine itself is by no means 
necessary to the belief of Christianity, which must, in the first 
instance at least, depcnJ. upon the ordinary maxims of histor­
ical credibility. t 

In· viewing the detail of miracles recorded in these books 
we find every supposition negatived, by which they can be 
resolved into fraud or delusion. They were not secret, nor 
momentary, nor tentative, nor ambiguous; nor performed 

* Sec Peter',. speech upon curing the cripple (Acts, iii. 18), the
council of the npostles (xv.), Paul's discourse nt Athens (xvii. 22), 
!)�fore Agrippa (xxvi.). I notice these passages, both us fraught with 
guod sense, nnd ns free from the smallest tincture of enthusiasm. 

t See Powcll"s Discourses, disc. x•:. p. 245. 
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under the sanction of authority, with the spectators on their 
side, or in affirmance of tenets and practices already estab­
lished. "\Ye find also the evidence alleged for them, and which 
evidence was by great numbers received, different from that 
upon which other miraculous accounts rest. It was contem­
porary, it was published upon the spot, it co_ntinued ; it in­
volved interests and questions of the greatest magnitude ; it 
contradicted the most fixed persuasions and prejudices of the 
persons to whom it was addressed; it required from those 
who accepted it, not a simple, indolent assent, but a change, 
from thenceforward, of principles and conduct, a submission 
to consequences the most serious and the most deterring, to 
loss and danger, to insult, outrage, and persecution. How 
such a story shoul_d be false, or, if false, how under such cir­
cumstances it should make its way, I think impossible to be 
explained ; yet such the Christian story was, such were the 
circumstances under which it came forth, and in opposition to 
such difficulties did it prevail. 

An event so connected with the religion, and with the for­
tunes, of the Jewish people, as one of their race, one born 
amongst them, establishing his authority and his law through­
out a great portion of the civilized world, it was perhaps to 
be expected, should be noticed in the prophetic writings of that 
nation ; especially when this Person, together with his own 
mission, caused also to be acknowledged the divine original 
of their institution, and by those who before had altogether 
rejected it. Accordingly, we perceive in these writings, vari­
ous intimations concurring in the person and history of Jesus, 
in a manner, and in a degree, in which passages taken from 
these books could not be made to concur in any person arbi­
trarily assumed, or in any person except him who has been 
the author of great changes in the affairs and opinions of man­
kind. Of some of these prcdietions the weight depends a 
gootl deal upon the concurrence. Others possess great sepa­
rate &trcngth : one in particular docs tl1is in an eminent de­
gree. It is an entire description, manffostly directed to ono 
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character and to one scene of things: it is extant in a writing, 
or collection of writings, clcclaredly prophetic; and it applies 
to Christ's character, and to the circumstances of his life and 
death, with considerable precision, and in a way which no di­
versity of interpretation hath, in my opinion, been able to 
confound. That the advent of Christ, and the consequences 
of it, should not have been more distinctly revealed in the 
Jewish sacred books, is, I think, in some measure accounted 
for by the consideration, that for the Jews to have foreseen the 
fall of their institution, and that it was to merge at length 
into a more perfect and comprehensive dispensation, would 
have cooled too much, and relaxed their zeal for it, and their 
adherence to it, upon which zeal and adherence the preserva-
1 ion in thq world of any remains, for many ages, of religious 
truth might in a great measure depend. 

Of what a revelation discloses to mankind, one, and only 
one, question can properly be asked, "\Vas it of importance to 
mankind to know, or to be better assured of? In this ques­
tion, when we turn our thoughts to the great Christian doe­
trine of the resurrection of the dead, and of a future judg­
ment, no doubt can possibly be entertained. He who gives 
me riches or honors, docs nothing; he who even gives me 
health, does little, in comparison with that which lays before 
me just grounds for expecting a restoration to life, and a day 
of account and retribution: which thing Christianity hath done 
fur millions. 

Other articles of the Christian faith, although of infinite im­

portance when placed beside any other topic of human in­
quiry, arc only the adjuncts and circumstances of this. They 
are, however, such as appear worthy of the original to which 
we ascribe them. The morality of the religion, whether 
taken from the precepts or the example of its :Founder, or 
from the lessons of its primitive teachers, derived, as it should 
seem, from what have been inculcated by their Master, is

1 

in all its parts, wise and pure ; neither adapted to vulgar 
prejudices, nor flattering popular notions, nor excu5ing cs-
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tablishcd practices, but calculated, in the matter of its in­
struction, truly to promote human happiness, and in the form 
in which it was conveyed, to produce impression and effect; 
a morality which, let it ham proceeded from any person 
whatever, would have been satisfactory evidence of his good 
sense and integrity, of the soundness of his understanding 
and the probity of his designs; a morality, in every view of 
it, much more perfect than could have been expected from 
the natural circumstances and character of the person who 
delivered it; a morality, in a word, which is, and hath been, 
most beneficial to mankind. 

Upon the greatest, therefore, of all possible occasions, and 
for a purpose of inestimable value, it pleased the Deity to 
vouchsafe a miraculous attestation. Having done this for the 
institution, when this alone could fix its authority, or give to 
it a beginning, he committed its future progress to the natural 
means of human communication, and to the influences of those 
causes by which human conduct and human affairs are gov• 
erned. The seed, being sown, was left to vegetate ; the 
leaven, being inserted, was left to ferment; and both accord­
ing to the laws of nature : laws, nevertheless, disposed and 
controlled by that Providence which conducts the affairs of 
the universe, though by an influence inscrutable, and generally 
undistinguishable by us. And in this, Christianity is analo­
gous to most other provisions for happiness. The provision 
is made ; and, being made, is left to act according to laws, 
which, forming a part of a more general system, regulate this 
particular subject, in common with many others. 

Let the constant recurrence to our observation of contriv• 
ance, design, and wisdom, in the works of nature, once fix 
upon our minds the belief of a God, and after that all is easy. 
In the counsels of a being possessed of the power and dispo­
sition which the Creator of the universe must possess, it is 
not improbable that there should be a future state; it is not 
improbable that we should be acquainted with it. A future 
state rectifies cvcryth:ng; because, if moral agents Le made. 
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in the last event, happy Jr misera·ole, according to their con­
duct in the station and under the circumstances in which they 
are placed, it seems not very material by the operation of 
what causes, according to what rules, or even, if you please 
to call it so, by what chance or caprice, these stations are as­

signed, or these circumstances determined. This hypothesis, 
therefore, solves all that objection to the divine care and good­
ness, which the promiscuous distribution of good and evil (I 
do not mean in the doubtful advantages of riches and gran­
deur, but in the unquestionably important distinctions of 
health and sickness, strength and infirmity, bodily ease and 
pain, mental alacrity and depression) is apt on so many occa­
sions to create. This one truth changes the nature of things ; 
gh·es order to confusion ; makes the moral world of a piece 
with the natural. 

Nevertheless, a higher degree of assurance than that to 
which is is possible to advance this, or any argument drawn 
from the light of nature, was necessary, especially to over­
come the shock which the imagination and the senses receive 
from the effects and the appearances of death, and the ob­
struction which thence arises to the expectation of either a 
continued or a future existence. This difficulty, although of a 
nature, no doubt, to act very forcibly, will be found, I think, 
upon reflection, to reside more in our habits of apprehension,
than in the subject; and that the giving way to it, when we 
have any reasonable grounds for the contrary, is rather an in­
dulging of the imagination, than anything else. Abstractedly
considered, that is, considered without relation to the difference 
which habit, and merely habit, produces -in our faculties and 
modes of apprehension, I do not see anything more in the 
resurrection of a dead man, than in the conception of a child ; 
except it be this, that the one comes into his world with a 
system of prior consciousnesses about him, which the other 
does not ; and no person will say, that he knows enough of 
either subject to perceive, that this circumstance makes such 
a difference in the tw > cases, that the one should be easy, and 
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the other impossible ; the one natural, the other not so. To 
the first man, the succession of the species would be as in­
comprehensible, as the resurrection of th·c dead is to us. 

Thought is different from motion, perception from impact : 
the individuality of a mind is hardly consistent with the di­
visibility of an extended substance ; or its volition, that is, its 
power of originating motion, with the inertness which cleaves 
to every portion of matter which our observation or our ex­
periments can reach. These distinctions lead us to an imma­

terial principle: at least, they do this; they so negative the 
mechanical properties of matter, in the constitution of a sen­
tient, still more of a rational, being, that no argument drawn 
from these properties, can be of any great weight in opposi­
tion to other reasons, when the question respects the changes 
of which such a nature is capable, or the manner in which 
these changes are effected. 'Whatever thought be, or what­
ever it depend upon, the regular experience of sleep makes 
one thing concerning it certain, that it can be completely sus­
pended, and completely restored. 

If any one find it too great a strain upon his thoughts, to 

admit the notion of a substance strictly immaterial, that is, 
from which extension and solidity are excluded, he can find no 
difficulty in allowing, that a particle as small as a particle of 
light, minuter than all conceivable dimensions, may just as 
easily be the depositary, the organ, and the whicle of con­
sciousness, as the congeries of animal substance which forms 
a human body, or the human brain; that, being so, it may 
transfer a proper identity to whatever shall hereafter be united 
to it; may be safe amidst the destruction of it& integuments; 
may connect the natural with the spiritual, the corruptible 
with the glorified body. If it be said, that the mode and 
means of all this is imperceptible by our senses, it is only 
what is true of the most important agencies and operations. 
The great powers of nature are all invisible. Gravitation, 
electricity, magnetism, though constantly present, and con­
;;tantly exerting their influence; though within us, near u:;. 
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and about us; though diffused throughout all space, over­
spreading the surface, or penetrating the contcxturc, of all 
bodies with which we arc acquainted, depend upon substances 
and actions which are totally concealed from our senses. The 
Supreme Intelligence is so himself. 

But whether these or any other attempts to satisfy the im­
agination, bear any resemblance to the truth, or whether the 
imagination, which, as I have said before, is the mere slave of 
habit, can be satisfied or uot; when a future state, and the 
revelation of a future state, is not only perfectly consistent 
with the attributes of the Being who governs the universe; 
but when it is more; when it alone removes the appearances 
of contrariety which attend the operations of his will towards 
creatures capable of comparative merit and demerit, of reward 
and punishment; when a strong body of historical evidence, 
confirmed by many internal tokens of trnth and authenticity, 
gives us just reason to believe that such a revelation hath ac­
tually been made; we ought to set our minds at rest with the 
assurance, that in the resources of Creati,·e "\Visdom, expe­
dients cannot be wanted to carry into effect what the Deity 
hath purposed: that either a new and mighty influence will 
descend upon the human world to resuscitate extinguished 
consciousness; or that, amidst the other wonderful contrivances 
with which the universe abounds, and by some of which we 
see animal life, in many instances, assuming impro,·ed forms 
of existence, acquiring new organs, new perceptions, and new 
sources of enjoyment, provision is also made, though by 
methods secret to us (as all the great processes of nature are), 
for conducting the objects of God's moral government, 
through the necessary changes of their frame, to those final 
distinctions of happiness and misery, which he hath declared 
to be reserved for obedience and transgression, for virtue and 
vice, for the use and the neglect, the right and the wrong cm· 
ployment of the faculties and opportunities with which he 
hath Leen plrased, severally, to intrust, and to try us. 



INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE. 

(EDITOR.) 

1. TIIE foregoing argument of Dr. Paley is submitted to
all candid persons-and especially to all who are accustomed 
to weigh evidence-as a dc_monstration of the HISTORICAL 
REALITY of the New Testament miracles. The authenticity 
and uncorrupted preservation of the Old Testament Scrip­
tnrcs, and consequently the historical reality of the miracles 
therein recorded, are supported by evidence of their own ; 
for a summary of which the student is referred to Horne's 
Introduction. But besides this independent evidence, the 
divine origin and authority of the Old Testament arc certified 
by the writers of the New ; and on that ground alone we arc 
entitled to assume that the former, no Jess than the latter, is 
the \Vord of God. The divinity of both is founded on the 
signs and wonders which were wrought in attestation of their 
claims. 

2. In order to meet all theorctic.11 objections to this kind of
proof, we attempted, in Note C to Preparatory Considerations, 
p. 42, to frame a definition of a miracle, and we also have gh·en
Dr. Chalmers' definition in the extract from his works ap­
pcnrled as a Note to Chap. IX. of Part II., pp. --.105, 406. These
two definitions will not be found to conflict with each other.
The point of main importance to the question is, whether or
not the events which we call miraculous clearly indicate the
interposition of Almighty power, or of Omniscient wisdom­
whether or not WP can affirm, from the thing done or said,
that the hand of Gvd is there outstretched to testify that the
11ttcndant revelation is true-that the voice of God is there
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uplifted to declare the prophetic messenger a messenger from 
heaven. 

3. The inquiry whether or not any work of superhuman
power has ernr been performed by evil spirits in attestation 
of a falsehood, or by any spirits inferior to God in attestation 
even of a truth, will, if answered in the negative, strengthen 
our position; but, if answered in the affirmative, will not in­
validate it. This matter, therefore, although interesting in 
itself, we dismiss as irrelevant to our present conclusion. It 
is enough for us to know, not even that all, but that some of 
the Bible miracles are such as can be explained only by the 
intervention of divine power and knowledge. 

4. Now, who but God can raise the dead, repair the limbs
of the maimed, create food for thousands, and foretell the 
most unlikely occurrences centuries before they come to pass? 
And chiefly, by what other power than God's can we account 
for that most stupendous, yet most infallibly attested of all 
miracles, the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead? 
\Ve say it has been proved that these miracles are HIS­
TORICAL FACTS. Wherefore the conclusion is inevitable 
that the Ticrnlation in support of which they were done is 
true; otherwise the God of truth is a deceiver, and works 
wonders to maintain a lie. 

5. The Hevclation being true, its declarations with regard
to its own Inspiration must be accepted with all the rest. 
It can no more be fallacious on that point thnn upon any 
other which it discloses and upholds. Arguments may be 
drawn-and in all treatises on the subject good arguments 
have been drawn-from the nature of the case. lnspiration 
was necessary for the work that was to be done. But laying 
aside all a priori considerations, we prefer to take our views 
of inspiration entirely from the evidence furnished by the 
Scriptures th,•msckes. This evidence may he very briefly 
stated. 

G. So far as the New Testament is concerned, the evidence
of its inspiration is threefold. 1. It was rromiscd to the apos-
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tles by our Lord. II. It is claimed by themselves. III. The 
claim was admitted by their disciples. Besides the general 
impression made on the mind of the reader by the whole 
strain of the New Testament, which seems to take the gift of 
inspiration for granted as a thing notorious, we cite in con­
firmation of our first proposition .Matt. x. 19, 20; Luke, xxi. 
15; John, xiv. 16, 17, 26, xvi. 12, 13, and xvii. 20, 21; 
Matt. xxviii. rn, 20; Luke, x. 16; Act�, xxvi. 12-18. In 
support of the second we cite 1 Cor. ii. 10, 12, 13 (see orig­
inal) ; 1 Cor. xiv. 37; 1 Thess. ii. 13; 2 Pet. iii. 15; 1 John, 
ii. 6. It will be seen from Section VII. that the New Testa­
ment asserts, in the most unqualified terms, the inspiration
of the Old ; and both Paul and Peter rank their own writings
with the books of the Old Testament-the former command­
ing that his own epistles be read in the churches where none
but those books which the Jews believed to be inspired
were ever read. See Col. iv. 16; Ephes. ii. 20; 2 Pet. iii.
2. In support of the third we quote 2 Pet. iii. 16, and refer
to the early history of the Church, which proves the extreme
care and jealousy with which the first Christians discriminated
between the apostolic writings and the compositions of other
Christians, even the most distinguished for their piety and
gifts.

7. Propositions exactly similar may be predicated in the
case of the Old Testament writers; and in addition to all, 
these claims are most fully indorsed by our Lord and his 
apostles. See John, x. 35; 2 Tim. iii. 16; 1 Pet. i. 11 ; 2

Pet. i. 21; Acts, i. 16, iv. 25, xxviii. 25. 
8. But what docs inspiration amount to? ·without enter­

ing into the discussion of this question, which would require 
a volume to itself, and on which many volumes have been 
written, we feel ourselves safo-ccrtainly we do not go be­
yond the bounds of fair interpretation aml deduction-in say­
ing, with Alford, that" The Inspiration of the Sacred ,Yriters 
consisted in the fnlncss of the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
specially raising them to, and enabling them fur, their work, 
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in a rnanner wltich distinguishes them from all other writers in 

the world, and their work from all other works. The men were 
full of the Holy Ghost; the books arc the pouring out of that 
fulncss through the men-the conservation of the treasure is 
in earthen vessels. The treasure is ours, in all its richness ; 
but it is ours only as it can be ours-in the imperfectior. of 

human speech, in the limitations of human thougltt, in the va­
riety incident, first to individual character, and then to mani­
fold transcription and the lapse of ages. The rnen were in­

spired; the books are the result of that inspiration. This lat­
ter consideration, if all that it implies be duly weighed, will 
furnish us with the key to the whole question."-Prolegom­
ena to New Testament, vol. i. 

Many theologians go considerably further than the critic 
whom we have just quoted, and uphold not only the inspiration 
of the men, but the dictation of the very words. See Gaussen 
on thelnspirationoftheBible, translated by the Rev. E. N. Kirk, 
of Boston. But, as Paley has observed (p. 401 ), "The inspi­
ration of the Scriptures, the nature, degree, and extent of this 
inspiration, are questions undoubtedly of serious discussion ; 
but they are questions amongst Christians themselves, and 
not between them and others. The doctrine itself is by no 
means necessary to the belief of Christianity, which must, in 
the first instance at least, depend upon the ordinary maxims 
of historical er-edibility." If the doctrine itself be not neces­
sary to the belief of Christianity, certainly either of the two 
opinions as to the degree and extent of inspiration to which 
we have alluded, will bear us out in the statement made in 
our introductory chapter on the Claims of Divine Revelation, 
namely, that the Bible is of supreme and decisive authority 
in all questions of religious faith and practice-teaching us, 
as from the throne of heaven, what man is to oelicvc concern­
ing God, and what: duty God requires of man. 


















