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number three-therefore, there can be such a thing as a 
lost believer. There can be such a thing. And we have 
Bible example of it in the very words of Christ as a lost 
believer. Now note-number one-the argument is 
valid. Number two-the premises are true. Thus, the 
conclusion is true. Thus, premise two of the argument on 
chart number 150 has been proved. Thus, Ross' proposi­
tion is false. 

(Elkins Chart #152): On John 12:42 and 43, now on 
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that matter of dead faith a few moments ago. It is said of 
these people that they believed on him, but they had a 
dead faith-a dead faith. They would not confess him. 
Jesus said in Matthew 10:32 and 33, "If you will not con­
fess me, I will not confess you before my Father in 
Heaven." These people believed on him. They would not 
confess him. They would not confess him. Therefore, we 
have an example here of some believers, but this faith 
was a dead faith. Now that's the kind of faith that he is 
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advocating. Now note in John 12:42, "Many believed on 
him but because of the Pharisees, they did not confess it." 
But notice, "negative imperfect in contrast to the punc­
tiliar aorist believed 'that is they kept on not -they kept 
on not confessing.' " Now, it would be interesting for 
him to tell us whether they could be saved or not.­
Whether they were saved or not-let him tell us about 
John 12:42 and 43. I brought it up a number of times. He 
has never told us about it. Now note, one-here are 
believers, (aorist of course to express the fact as such) that 
did not confess their faith. But remember those who deny 
Christ-those who deny Christ-will be denied by 
Christ, Matthew 10:32-33. Now note further, They love 
the glory of men more than the glory of God. "But if a 
m� love not the Lord Jesus, let him be anathema", the 
Bible says in 1 Corinthians 16:22. And so therefore, we've 
discussed that. 

But now John 12:42 and 43 shows that some believer's 
are lost (Elkins Chart #153). Here's the proof of it; I've 
mentioned it, but let's get it down so you can see it. 
One-if John 12:42 and 43 teaches that some believers­
notice-kept on not confessing Christ, then there can be 
such a thing as a lost believer. Two-John 12:42 and 43 
teaches that some believers kept on not confessing him; 
therefore-therefore note this-there would be such a 
thing as a lost believer! Let him deal with John 12:42 and 
43. 

Now then, an argument which refutes Ross' proposi­
tion (Elkins Chart #154). One-if Ross' proposition is 
true, then it is false that there can be a lost believer. All 
right, number two-but there can be a lost believer and 
I've just proved that from the Bible, John 12:42 and 43, 
and proof on chart number 152. What is the conclusion, 
ladies and gentlemen? Therefore, Ross' proposition is 
false; therefore it is clear beyond any shadow of doubt 
that Baptist doctrine is false. Now there are many hon­
est people who are in the Baptist church, who do not 
know about these things, haven't thought about them. 

329 



J()I/¥ /:J .'f.2.-/f 3 S'l/�111! TIJIIT 
S'tl!'IE BEt.lEVE/lJ' 1'/�E ��f7 

fRIIIF 

{!}_IF .,hHN 12 ,• 'l".2-�J T£'4CNe.J' THAT 
SIJhE Bl'J.IEJ'E//S KEPT �,II #,T CPd6.l­
/,V6 CH�/� 71/c..V 71/e-�E 09.V le .fNOY 
II 7Hl,V� Rf ,I Ll'/.rT .BEJ1EVE�. 
�@I/A/l:J..'�2-lf3 T£19CHES Tll,ITS(We' 
BEL.IEYQlf ,e'E'�T DI/ ,,vp T t:!M"rE.s:1/;//d=­
Ch'll I sr.
@TH�E"Ft.llt; TI-/E'Rt 4E flle# "4

T#/¥� l"ff A t.PfT B�i-/EY&e, 

But Baptist doctrine is false and friends, of course, you 
should renounce it. 

But again, Ross' statement turns back on him. (Elkins 
Chart #130). One-if faith is alive from its very incep­
tion, then there can be no such thing as dead faith. 
Two-if there can be no such thing as a dead faith, then 

. there can be no such thing as a lost believer but there can 
be a lost believer and I've just shown that. John 8:30 
through 44. John 12:42 and 43. Number four-there­
fore, now listen, therefore, there can be such a thing as a 
dead faith; therefore, it is false that faith is alive from its 
very inception. James 2:26. Now note, first-this argu­
ment is valid. Two-all the premises are true. Three..:_ 
the conclusion of course, is true. 

But now note again on Romans 10:13-14, how much 
did he say about that? "For whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call 
upon him in whom they have not believed, and how shall 
they believe on him of whom they have not heard, and 
how shall they hear without a preacher? Now notice this 
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argument (Elkins· Chart #91). I know that you can 
understand it. I hope that he'll deal with it. Notice, 
"hearing," "believing," and then comes the "calling," but 
"they're still not saved." "Hearing," "believing," "call­
ing," .. saved." "Hearing," "believing," "calling," 
"saved." Now note, "calling on the name of the Lord is 
an act of obedience which comes after believing and 
before being saved!" I tell you friends, this debate will 
end, this inan will not even mention this scripture by way 
of taking it up and trying to analyze it. Now then, he is 
obligated to do it, but he won't do it, I don't believe. I 
hope he proves me wrong. Now note; therefore, no one 
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is saved at the point of faith alone before and without 
further acts of obedience. Therefore, Ross' proposition is 
false. 

But again more on Elkins' negative (Elkins Chart 
#155). Note, verse 13, calling upon the name of the 
Lord comes before-you know just like the other night 
when we were talking about the fact "He that believeth 
and is baptized" came before shall be saved. Well, it's the 
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same thing, here, calling upon the name of the Lord 
comes before one is saved-before being saved. In verse 
14, believing in Christ comes before calling upon the 
name of the Lord. Now what is the conclusion? There­
fore, men are not saved at the point of faith alone, before 
and without any further acts of obedience because call­
ing on the name of the Lord comes after believing­
comes after believing and before-where does calling 
come? It comes after believing and before what? Before 
salvation. Therefore, Ross• proposition is false. 
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All right, let us note then, chart 89 (Elkins' Chart #�. 
Notice the large circle-all men are represented here in 
this great circle. And in the next place, men out of Christ, 
thus lost. And then men in Christ, thus saved. Now 
note, salvation is in Christ; I've given the passages before. 
Here they are. And number two-the question: How 
then does one get into Christ? Now, not by believing 
without further acts of obedience. Listen, ladies· and 
gentlemen, I have begged, I have pleaded, I have im-
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plored, I would do anything that's right to get him to 
find the passage that says that a sinner believes into 
Christ. Where is the passages that says that? Where is the 
passage? Now if he can find it, I will accept it. Now 
then, I can find the passage that tells us how that we get 
into Christ. 

And let's note the next. Let's note the next. Note, how 
then do we get into Christ? Not by believing without 
further acts of obedience. There's no scripture for that. 
But at the same time, but by being baptized into Christ, 
Romans 6:3-5; Galatians 3:26-27. 

But the next chart number 90 (Elkins' Chart #90): let 
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us note "men are baptized into Christ." Now, I again 
point out that we are baptized into Christ, Galatians 
3:26-27;. "For ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized 
into Christ" -that is from the outside to the inside-"for 
as many of you as have been baptized into Christ, have 
put on Christ." Now notice, salvation is in Christ. Here's 
• challenge to Ross. Let him write in the following blank,
____ , the passage that teaches that men "be-

336 



( ,f_ "THi l?ESTO�ATION P/l/NC'IPLE III II(

THE ll6NT OF rNAT POWel€ /) 

lieve into Christ." Now, if he can do it, if he can find it, 
if he wants to end this debate and go back to Texas early, 
well then, let him do it. Let him find it. Listen, ladies 
and gentlemen, there have been men trying for years and 
they cannot find it. 

Now then, let's have the next chart (Elkins Chart #7). 
You know he's had a great deal to say about Alexander 
Campbell and referring to members of the church of 
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Christ as "Campbellites". In fact, instead of defending 
the proposition that he signed to affirm, he's been out 
here talking about movements and men. Now the point 
of it is simply this, if there were not a Christian in all the 
world-not a single Christian in all this world-and if 
someone came in contact with a copy of the New Testa­
ment and they read that, believed that and obeyed that, 
the seed produces after its kind. He can make all kinds of 
ridicule of it, but listen, he can not set this aside. The 
truth about the matter is-and I say this with kind­
ness-when a person refers to a Christian as a "Camp­
bellite", I can't but think of two reasons as to why. 
Number one-he's not informed; ignorance. But Mr. 
Ross has read widely on this subject as you can tell. 
Number one-he's not informed. Or number two-a 
man who would do that is deliberately attacking those 
and those with whom they stand, the church of the Lord, 
by using such a designation. When I refer to Mr. Ross as 
Baptist, I refer to him by the name that he calls himself. I 
noticed in a Baptist paper in very fine print, they an­
nounced this debate. They said, "Mr. Bob L. Ross, Bap­
tist, of Pasadena, Texas, will debate Mr. Garland Elkins 
of Memphis, Tennessee, Campbellite." "Campbellite," 
you have noticed how many times this has been put in. 
But now note on this. Notice, number one-that "The 
seed is the Word of God.", Luke 8:11. When that is 
dropped, suppose a blackbird flew across the ground, 
dropped an acorn into the good soil, Luke 8:15. Now 
question: what would this be? Would it produce an oak 
tree? Or would it produce a bird? We've been here sev­
eral nights and he has not until this good hour discussed 
those matters by way of checking up there. 

And so let's see the next chart, because this on the same 
thing. Notice on the next chart (Elkins Chart 7 A), the 
power of the Word and the Restoration principle. Now, 
Mr. Ross, please answer, please answer. The "plant" 
which result from the seed, the Word of God, is it a child 
of God? Or a child of the Devil? Now then, note: Luke 
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8: 11, "The seed is the Word of God." Now what dies the 
planting of the seed of the Word of God result in? A child 
of God? Or a child of the Devil? Now then, the seed of 
Jones, what would that result in? Would that result in a 
child of Smith? Or would it result in a child of Jones? 
Now, will Mr. Ross dare to honestly answer these ques­
tions or will he continue to misrepresent .. The Restora­
tion Principle?" 

And then let us take the next chart (Elkins Chart #8), 
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as we continue with this matter, let us note the power of 
the seed. I can hold in my hand enough seed, in one hand 
in fact, to provide lumber to build a city if given time to 
grow in good soil. I can hold enough wheat in one hand 
to feed the world if given time to grow in good soil. 
Number two-just so it is with the seed which is the 

Word of God. Romans 1:16, "The gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation." Hebrews 4 and in verse 12, ''The 
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Word of God is living and active." Here in Galatians 6:7, 
"Be not deceived; God is not mocked. For whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap." I did not even know 
who Alexander Campbell was until I was practically 
grown because my folk had taught me the Bible. They 
taught me not something that some man had originated 
out here. I believe the Bible. I was a child of God before I 
even knew Alexander Campbell ever existed-and if we 
(Moderator calls out time)-all right, thank you very 
much. Now note here, an illustration, what if one 
Christian-up just a little (referring to chart)-one 
Christian in the U.S.A., there was only one, but one­
more persons learned the truth and obeyed it. Now 
what would it make them? It would make them what the 
seed-what did it make in the first century? It would 
make exactly what it has always made. All right, now 
that's all that is meant by the term, "The Restoration 
principle." 

Now I want to get something also into this discussion. 
I want to read a statement from Mr. Ross' book. And it's 
on page eighty-six and it's under "Campbellite Interpre­
tation Refuted." He says, and I am quoting, "It is not 
difficult for a born again believer, to understand that 
baptism has nothing to do with the saving of the soul." 
And then again on page ninety-seven, and he says, "Yes, 
Baptists truly believe, that the person who trusts Christ 
and is baptized shall be saved. And we also believe that 
the person who trusts Christ and has not yet been bap­
tized shall be saved." 

Now ladies and gentlemen, I want us to look one 
more time at this particular chart (Elkins Chart #89). 
The Bible teaches us that salvation is in Christ. In 2 Tim­
othy 2:10, "Therefore I endure all things for the leect's 
sake that they also may obtain the salvation which is in 
Christ Jesus with eternal glory." All right, the Bible says 
we are "baptized into Christ." Now he could live as old 
as Methuselah, if that were possible, and he could never 
find where it says we "believe into Christ." If he would 
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only take up that point. I beg hiin to take up that point. 
Why is he so fearful of thatpoint? It says we're "baptized 
into Christ." It says we're "baptized into Christ." Gala­
tians 3:26 and 27 says, "For you're all the children of God 
by faith . . .  "-but where?-"in Christ Jesus." Now, 
how came there to be children of God· by faith in Christ 
Jesus? "For as many of you as have been" -past tense­
"have been baptized into Christ; ye are" -ye are 
what?-"children of God by faith." Where are you chil­
dren of God? "In Christ Jesus." How came you to be 
children of God? "For as many of you as have been bap-
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tized into Christ have put on Christ." If he would merely 
tell us how to get into Christ and cite the verse that says 
that we believe into Christ. 

Now he had a great deal to say about the fact of faith 
and when it was dead and all those kinds of things, but 
remember this friends, that he teaches repentence comes 
before faith. Now, if that be true, he would have a man 
born again before he ever believed. But in Acts 2:36, 
when Peter said, "Therefore let all of the house of Israel 
know assuredly that God has made that same Jesus 
whom you crucified both Lord and Christ," then he-if 
he is a typical Baptist-teaches that repentence follows in 
the next verse. Where he said, "Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis­
sion of sins and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost." Now listen, he cannot clear up these contradic­
tions, blunders, and absolute rejection of the truth of 
God except by one way. 

Now he suggested, for example, that he had no ill will

toward me, or words like that, though he said I'm the 
Devil, worse than the Devil, a puppet and all of that, but 
I certainly have no ill will towards him. I think that he 
could be a man who could do tremendous, tremendous 
good if he would be baptized into Christ; obey the gos­
pel. Be baptized into Christ. Now then, if he tells me, 
"You need to believe into Christ", let him produce the 
passage. The Bible says in 1 Thessalonians 5:21, "Prove 
all things. Hold fast that which is good." Now then, if 
he can find the passage that says we are to believe-sin­
ners are to "believe into Christ," I will believe it. Because 
the Bible is right. Now listen, I didn't write this. Paul 
said, "For as many of you as have been baptized INTO 
Christ have put on Christ." The Bible says "For as many 
of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ." 

Moderator: Time. 
Mr. Elkins: Thank you very much. 
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ROSS' THIRD AFFIRMATIVE 

(Friday Night) 

Ladies and gentlemen, it's been a pleasure addressing 
you Monday through Thursday, and now Friday, in this 
debate and I appreciate the attendance of both Baptist 
and others, the Methodist, Presbyterians, or whatever; I 
appreciate the attendance of the church of Christ peo­
ple. I appreciate the hospitality of this church, and its 
having this debate, I appreciate being in a debate with 
Mr. Elkins; Mr. Merideth, his moderator; Mr. Pugh and 
Mr. Varner, working together and sponsoring the de­
bate; and of course, I appreciate working with my 
moderator and the men who have helped. 

Again, I'll affirm my respect for Garland Elkins as a 
man, a man I think who is a likeable man, a good person­
ality, and a man no doubt who is dedicated and sincere 
in his work. But so far as our theological or religious dif­
ferences are concerned, I stand firm, firmer than ever for 
that matter, in coming to the conclusion of this debate. 
And I also stand, with regard to the debate, my efforts in 
the debate, I have probably had less efforts in this debate 
than any debate that I've ever had, as far as having to do 
with scriptures on the part of the affirmative. He gave 
Mark 16:16a. He never gave Acts 2:38. He never gave 
any other verse in Acts, Romans, whatever. So in the 
affirmative, I've never had a more easier time because he 
hasn't followed my affirmative arguments. 

He's appeared with his charts which are "brown-and­
serve" charts, to borrow his terminology, and one thing 
Garland did do in the debate, I don't know if he's respon­
sible or someone else is responsible, but he did add a few 
cartoons to the charts and that made it a little bit more 
interesting. I would hate to have to look up there at those 
symbols of logic and just the black writing and all of that 
throughout this debate without some little inkling of 
humor, like a bird flying through the air with an acorn, 
or Ross' feet to the fire, or Ross and his beard, and those 
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things. So that's one positive thing in the debate that I 
have to say that was good on his part. 

And I will say this, and no reflection necessarily on Mr. 
Warren, but I do believe that Garland could have done a 
better job if (he said he didn't know Mr. Warren was 
going to come to the debate before a few days before he 
came)-Garland, if you had slipped out of Memphis 
without him coming, I think you would have done a 
better job in this debate. But I'm afraid that Mr. Warren 
had "hijacked" the plane, and got on there, and came on 
up here any way; and I think that's hurt him, having to 
read all things that Mr. Warren was preparing. I believe 
Garland probably prepared to debate up until the time 
he knew Warren was coming, and then he probably 
scrapped his efforts. 

And inasmuch as he has brought in the word "Camp­
bellism" with some significance, which I really haven't in 
the debate, but he, (audience laughter)-! don't recall 
using the word abusively in anyway anymore than 
"Methodist," or "Baptist," or "Presbyterian." For some 
reason when you say "Campbellism" or "Camphellite," 
the hair just wrinkles on the neck, but I can say "Presby� 
terian," or "Lutheran," or "Wesleyan," and it doesn't 
both those people. Why are you so paranoid about the 
word "Campbellism?" 

Look here, a church of Christ preacher answers (Ross 
Chart #34). Now this is not Bob Ross, Garland; this is 
not Bob L. Ross. You all say, "You're calling me a Camp­
bellite." This is J.D. Tant; I've got the hook over here if 
you want it. "We speak where the Bible speaks and are 
silent where the Bible is silent." And he says Thomas 
Campbell said that. "This is Campbellism. ,,J.D. Tant in 
a book called The Gospel X-Ray, page sixty-five. Now 
"Campbellism" is equal to the Restoration Movement, 
according to what Tant is implying here, because he 
defends the church of Christ in this particular book. And 
Garland, and Alan Highers, and Roy Deaver, and Rubel 
Shelly, and all these men say that the Restoration Move-
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"Church of Christ" Preacher Answers, 

"WHAT IS CAMPBELLISM?" 

"We speak where the Bible speaks, and are silent 
where the Bible is silent."--Thomas Campbell. 

"This is CAMPBELLISM."--J. D. TANT 
THE GOSPEL X-RAY, p. 65. 

* * *

"CAMPBELLISM" = "IiESTORATION IDVEMENT" ,;: "cmJRCH 

OF CHRIST" 

ment and the church of Christ are the same thing. So 
when your "baptized into Christ," you're "baptized into 
the Restoration Movement," according to The Spiritual 
Sword magazine. Because The Spiritual Sword magazine 
teaches that the Restoration Movement is the church of 
Christ and salvation is in Christ, and Christ is in the 
church, so you're baptized into Christ. 

Now he said that he would like to baptize me, or I 
could do great good if I were baptized-words to that 
effect. Well now, Garland, I have been baptized into 
Christ. The word "into" is "eis" or "ice," and I have been 
baptized "eis" Christ, I have believed even "eis" Christ. 
This word "into," which he has made an argument on, 
it's only an English translation and he knows it, and it 
does nothing to support his argument that you never 
"believe into Christ," that you're "baptized into Christ." 
Nothing whatsoever. 

I quoted John 3:18, which he won't deal with that;­
"He that believeth on him is not condemned." Now 
Garland, you tell us, does a man get "baptized on 
Christ?" "He that believeth on the Son hath life." Does a 
man get "baptized on Christ?" You see? You can't get 
"baptized on Christ," so how are you going to get "on 
Christ?" Come on now; think about it folks. ·'He that 
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believeth on the Son is not condemend." "He that believ­
eth on the Son hath life." "He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life"; and you can't get baptized "on

Him." What in the world is he going to do for salvation? 
He's run into a dead-end with his water. He has no place 
to go with his water. He can't get "on Christ" for no 
condemnation because he can't get "baptized on Christ." 
Now that's about as strong an argument as your little 
argument about "into," using an English word as if it was 
implying some teaching of the Bible, tbat's in the Greek, 
or in meaning, of the passage. 

But he said he wanted to baptized Ross so he could do 
great good. I think Ross might be doing great good right 
here. I think Ross might be affirming the Word of God in 
the hearts of people here, that it's not going to be a "bird" 
dropping an "acorn," Garland, but it's going to be the 
Holy Spirit enlightening people to your heresy and the 
heresy of this church and the utter heresy of the Restora­
tion Movement so that they'll never want another debate 
in this church where the man knows anything about 
Campbellism and the Restoration Movement. I firmly 
believe that they've had the last debate they'll want for 
awhile in this church about the Restoration Movement, 
because you have utterly failed to uphold it, your propo­
sition, and Alexander Campbell. 

Now when he tried to bring in Robertson, I rebuked 
him for it; he didn't apologize. He didn't refute this, he 
just went right on with his charts. Now Garland, you 
ought to apologize to the Baptists for your accusing A. T. 
Robertson of being a double-tongued man. 

-------i3ufbacf-fo tliis-tlifog-on- faith, now. Look here: he 
refutes McGarvey and the other night when I brought in 
McGarvey, he very quietly, and kind of in a tip-toe like 
manner, he wanted to disassociate himself from McGar­
vey. Why? "Faith is dead until the believer is immersed." 
J.W. McGarvey is a Restoration giant, folks. Now 
Elkins over here, at best, in this debate has been War­
ren's puppet, and I don't apologize for using that be-

348 



cause, although it's figurative, it has almost been literal. 
Because he stood here, and read charts and read argu­
ments, and the man's over there writing right now some­
thing he can say when he gets back up here. I guarantee 
you this man right here is writing and he's going to get up 
here and read it. I try to think for myself in debate. I 
appreciate the help Larry has given me, because he has 
given some, but you don't find him over there doing my 
thinking, and doing the writing, and preparing the 
charts, and all that. I wouldn't debate if I had' to debate 
that way. But Elkins, at the insistence of Warren­
because Warren had a debate book he wanted to flash up 
here on the wall, to show that they don't teach, as War­
ren says, that faith before baptism is dead-Elkins got up 
here and said, "faith is not dead before baptism," and 
contradicted J. W. McGarvey, which would make this 
man (Warren) here look like a pygmy in the Restoration 
Movement. You folks that know anything about your his­
tory or commentaries, you know, that's the truth. This 
man (McGarvey) right here is a Restoration giant, so far 
as the respect he's had and the Movement's concerned, as 
compared to these men in this debate. So Elkins there­
fore, at Warren's behalf, repudiates the doctrine of faith 
taught by McGarvey and other Restorationists. But we 
commend him for doing so because McGarvey himself is 
just as wrong as Elkins and the whole Restoration Move­
ment with him. 

Now here's the Great Mystery (Ross Chart #35). We 
finally solved it, didn't we? He answered my question; he 
didn't read those questions to you; he didn't comment on 
my comment about those questions when I used them in· 
the pulpit a while ago. He has said nothing about the 
questions to you, or my answers to those questions, 
because he can't. That's the simple truth of the matter. 
"When does faith become alive?" Mr. Elkins said in 
answer to my questions, It came alive at repentance. 
Right here. (Am I pointing at it right, Larry? Can't tell, 
looking down here. Can't look behind my head to see if 

349 



THE GREAT MYSTERY 

� DOE5 flJ.I!!. BEGrnE. �? 

* 

WARREN and EIKINS 
"FAITH" 

r� 
1, 2. J. 4. 5, 

Before Before 
Incrption Repeitance Repe?tance Gonfrssion Conf,ssion 

"DEAD" �'-iv€" "RLilll" i/Lir/E-
("stillbi�EIKINS, "James 2 recognizes it as dead," 

? 

6. 7. 
Before 

Baptism Baptism 
L I " 

"/11.1,tE" "ALI� 

Will Mr. Elkins Please Indicate Mr. 
Warren's Idea As to WHE11 "Faith"-
�"�"? -

it's doing all right). Right here (pointing)-at repent­
ance. Now over here, I blotted this out so that this 
would be just "dead faith" all the way to repentance, you 
see. Now this is faith on this side of repentence. What 
kind of faith does Elkins say that people have in the 
church of Christ before they repent? Dead faith! Now 
they're the ones that put faith before repentence, and 
they say it's dead. So when Garland Elkins had faith, he 
had a faith that James 2 recognized as dead, and there­
fore, he is under the condemnation of James chapter 2 
and not we, as Baptists, because we do not have the dead 
faith of James chapter 2. We have the living faith that 
trusts and obeys Jesus Christ. In James chapter 2, it's 
talking about that kind of dead faith that does not trust 
Jesus Christ. It's the kind of faith that Devils have. 

Now, he was up here the other night saying that Ross 
"said" that "all kinds of faith" is the same as that in John 
3:18. He had John 3:18 on his charts and said that Ross 
said all faith is "all alike." Well now, friends, that is 
simply not so. The faith of devils does not trust Christ 
and Mr. Elkins said that that's dead faith, according to 
James 2. And Mr. Elkins said that faith before repent­
ance is dead and it's just like the faith of devils, so Mr. 
Elkins had the same kind of faith as devils before he 
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repented. So he's the one that is condemned by his own 
testimo' y. James 2 recognizes his faith before repentance 
as dea . That's something I won't argue with; I've al­
ways s id that they had a dead faith that did not trust 
Jesus C rist. 

Now the Warren Logic, and he doesn't reply to this; 
he's let ing me use Warrens logic. If doctrine x implies 
doctrine y and y is false, then xis also false. Now, I'm 
using this again about this dead faith thing he's got here. 
"Faith in Christ at its inception is dead faith" and before 
repentance, he says, "is dead faith." So that implies that 
God commands sinners to have dead faith in Christ at 
faith's inception

'. 
God commands faith?-Yes. God com­

mands faith before repentance?-Elkins says, "Yes." 
What kind of faith do men have before repentance? 
Elkins says, "dead." So God commands a man to have 
dead faith before repentance. Now you know that's not 
so. Doctrine y is false; therefore doctrine x is false; there­
fore, faith in Christ at its inception is not dead, as this 
man is trying to teach. 

Now he got up here to talk a little about repentance 
and faith. I want to give you J.D. Bales' definition of 
repentance here. "Repentance is change from 'I will not' 
to 'I will.' The change of mind which results in the re­
direction of life." Now keep that in mind: "I will not," 
then a man says "I will.'' 

Now look at this one: unbelief is "I will not"; belief is 
"I will." The change of mind takes place here; according 
to J.D. Bales, then, repentance and faith are one-and­
the-same, going hand-in-hand together, one "turning 
from" unbelief, "turning to" faith, this truth about 
repentance. That's why he doesn't know anything about 
repentance because that faith which he had before re­
pentance was dead. It was dead, because he didn't 
repent at the same time he had the faith. That's why it 
was dead. He just had it up here as a mental assent, or 
the intellectual type thing in his head, and it didn't move 
him down in his soul. 
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Now, that deadly parallel he brought up here? I'll tell 
you whose "death" that is, it is his. His deadly parallel; 
he denies that faith is a work by using this parallel. He 
denies that faith is a work by using the parallel and yet, 
in The Spiritual Sword, I read that faith is a work. Now 
he says faith without works is dead. All right, but he said 
faith is a work. Now, how could you have, then, "faith 
without works is dead," Mr. Elkins, if faith is a work? 
Faith itself is a work. Don't you believe faith is a work? Is 
it a "living work" or a "dead work?" I believe it's a living 
work. ''This is the work of God that you believe." All 
right, if it's the work of God before repentance, as he 
puts it; if it's the work of God that you believe before 
repentance, as he puts it, then it's not a "dead work." It's 
a living work. But he says, "faith before repentance is 
dead." You'd better come back to the McGarvey position 
because I don't know but what that's not a little bit easier 
to defend. 

Turn over in my Restoration booklet to page twenty­
five and let's-(1 said I brought this for correction pur­

poses)-well, if I pay tribute to Garland and Warren's 
argument, I'll have to change this: if I stick with the Res­
toration historical position, I'll have to leave it as it is,)­
but on page twenty-five, right in the middle of the page 
where I start these syllogisms, or whatever, look at this; 
"Faith is a work" (Spiritual Sword). But faith before­
now scratch out "baptism" and put in "repentence," 
because that's what Garland said. You'll have to change 
it now. I've scratched it out of mine-"Faith before re­
pentance is dead." Hence faith is a dead work before 
repentance and should be repented of, according to 
Hebrews. 

All right, let's go to the next one, scratch out "baptism" 
there. Restorationists teach that faith before baptism,­
scratch out "baptism," put in "repentance," -"faith be­
fore repentance is dead" (Garland Elkins). Restoration­
ists say they have faith before repentance. Hence Res­
torationists have a dead faith before repentance. 
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Let's go on down. Thomas Warren says, "The word 
'dead' means inoperative, without power, or without any 
force at all. A dead faith is powerless, it can not bring sal­
vation to a lost man." But Restorationists teach that faith 
before repentance, again, is a dead faith; hence Restora­
tionists have an inoperative faith without power, without 
any force at all, a dead faith which cannot bring salva­
tion to the lost man. 

All right, going on further, Restorationists teach that 
dead faith is the same kind as the faith of Devils. But 
Restorationists profess to have a dead faith before repent­
ence. Hence Restorationists have the same faith as Devils. 
Then the last one, James 2:20-26, condemns dead faith, 
and Garland Elkins bore witness to that, on answering 
the questions, but Restorationists profess to have dead 
faith before repentance. Hence, James 2:20-26, con­
demns the dead faith of Restorationists. 

Turn to page thirty-one. Down at the bottom of the 
page; which horn will Elkins take? Down to page thirty­
one. At the bottom: What kind of faith does God com­
mand before,-(scratch out "baptism" and write in 
"repentance")-is it "living, obedient faith" or "dead 
faith?" Before repentance God commands faith. What 
kind is it? Dead or alive? If he says "Living, obedient 
faith," then faith before repentance is not the dead faith 
of James 2, you see. If he says, "Dead faith," then God 
commands men to have a dead faith which is condemned 
in James 2. So he's just moved it back from where Mc­
Garvey had it at baptism; he's just moved it back in his 
little plan of "H.B.C.R.B.," or whatever. 

Moderator: One minute. 
Mr. Ross: All right, look here; one minute: this chart 

(Elkins' Chart #7) here, . the "blackbird" chart. Now 
folks, he's.got this Restoration principle idea up here, but 
he never has applied it. He never has told who the "bird" 
is; he never has told anything about this "tree." He 
wanted to know if it's a "tree" or a "bird." Well, folks, if 
you plant an acorn, you're going to get a tree; anybody 
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knows that. I don't have to answer that. But is that "tree" 
your Restoration Movement? Is that "seed" your Restora­
tion doctrine? Is this "bird," that dropped the "seed," 
Alexander Campbell? Who is the "bird," Mr. Elkins? We 
want to know. Tell us who the "bird" is. I believe he will 
have to say, it's Alexander Campbell, because he's al­
ready said, "He taught the truth, and restored the church 
by the preaching of the gospel"; and yet the man never in 
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all his life was baptized "for (in order to) the remission of 
sins." That was discovered after he was baptized in 1812 
by a Baptist preacher; and he hasn't defended Camp­
bell's baptism, Campbell's gospel, Campbell's Restora­
tion Movement at all, and yet that's what he said about 
it. 
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ELKINS' THIRD NEGATIVE 

(Friday Night) 

Ladies and gentlemen, it's been a pleasure for me to be 
here with you during this debate and I'm grateful to all 
who had any part; this congregation, Brother Varner, 
Brother Pugh, and I am grateful to brother Noel Meri­
deth, an excellent Bible student and for being an excel­
lent moderator, and Mr. Ross may have mentioned of 
brother Warren's coming-and by the way-talking to 
Brother Warren about it, he was writing his own notes, 
not notes for me then-but that's the way he assumes on 
a number of things. Brother Warren left his wife very ill, 
so ill he thought about going back from Pittsburgh, and I 
appreciate the fact that he's here. 

You know, Mr. Ross has just conceded and I appreci­
ated.it very, very much. He has now said that the acorn 
would produce an oak tree. All right, if the acorn brings 
forth according to its kind and if the seed is the Word of

God, Luke 8:11, planted in the good soil and if it brings 
forth according to its kind and it brought forth New 
Testament Christians in the first century, that's what it 
will bring forth now! But·the truth about the matter is, 
ladies and gentlemen, if he wants to know who the bird 
is, it makes no difference who drops the seed. Why, if a 
man learned the truth, taught the truth, whether he's a 
member of the church or not-if he taught the truth­
and it fell into somebody else's good and honest heart, 
that individual could obey the gospel and that individual 
may become what seed always makes people in that 
case-Christians. And it wouldn't make any difference 
who baptized them either. 

All right, let me point out in James 2 verse 26, James 2 
in verse 26, I want to note the deadly parallel chart 
(Elkins Chart 87). This answers all that he said on dead 
faith. And he keeps talking about brother McGarvey and 
how that he claims that faith was dead until baptism, 
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and now it seems he may be trying to have it dead at 
repentance. But then a man who would quote The Spir­
itual Sword seventy-three or seventy-six times, and per­
vert, change, etc. fifty-three times, I don't think you'd be 
too surprised at that. But now note, "For as the body 
apart from the spirit is dead, even so faith apart from 
works is dead," James 2:26. That's a deadly parallel. The 
body plus the spirit equal a live man. The body minus the 
spirit equal a dead man. All right, faith plus works equal 
live faith. Faith minus work equal a dead faith. N_ow 
friends, the Baptist doctrine is that salvation is by a dead 
faith-by a dead faith. Now, his proposition teaches sal-
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vation by a dead faith, by implication. Now, he can 
never get around that-and by the way-I would suggest 
this-he talked about "believing on Christ," but I'll tell 
you the Bible does say we "believe on Christ," but it says 
you're "baptized into" -"into Christ." And the word 
"believe on" is the same in John 8:30 through 44, John 
12:42 and 43, and in John 3:16 and 3:18 (pisteuon eis). 
Why doesn't he deal with that? He cannot deal with that. 
He dodged Galatians 3:27, "baptized into Christ." And 
I'm glad it's going into the book. I think it will make 
some very interesting and profitable reading. Well, I 
would like to suggest then that we go just a little bit 
farther but look one more time to this chart. I don't need 
to comment on it. You are an intelligent audience and 
you'll understand. 

All right, let us have then, (Elkins Chart #90) we were 
beginning with a moment ago. Notice that we are "bap­
tized into Christ" -salvation is in Christ. Now he did 
not deal with that. He did not because he could not. I'm 
not saying that the doctrine is-he talks about what an 
easy time he had here during this debate. Well now you 
know, you're the judge of that. You're the judge of that. 
I'll tell you what, he had a difficult enough time that he 
never could get around to deal with this verse. You think 
he didn't have enough time? Last night in his first speech, 
by his own admission, it was thirteen minutes out of a 
twenty minute speech before he even got around to his 
affirmation. And then, as I recall, he even then didn't 
define his proposition. This man has not dealt with it. 
There's a lot of difference in fillibustering and in facing 
up to the situation. I came up here to have a debate with 
a man that I hoped and thought would deal with the 
argument. That's why I came. Now then, if he came up 
here for some other reason, that's his problem. But I wish 
he didn't have the problem. I wish he would have dealt 
with the situation. Now notice, here's a challenge to Mr. 
Ross. I asked him to write in the following blank __ , by 
the way, he can write. He just writes, writes, writes and 
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writes and writes some more. You know he can write. He 
can even debate with the audience, have his pre-planned 
material, and no matter what I say, then get on that 
material and say, "Oh, I'm a puppet," ''I'm the D_eyil

_,_ 
.. 

'Tm worse than the Devil" and all of that kind of thing. 
Well, all of that is beside the point. And he wishes-I 
imagine-I don't know whether he does or not-I'm 
sorry that he ever said it for his own benefit. A challenge 
to Ross. Write in the following blank_ the passage 
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which teaches that men believe into Christ. If he could 
have found the passage, it would have ended this debate. 
He could have converted me to Baptist doctrine. I have 
found the passage that says "baptized into Christ." He 
does not believe it! Ladies and gentlemen, I say it with 
kindness. I said it, I believed it the first night of this 
debate when this man denies such passages, he is not in 
the role of the Bible exegete, he has taken the route of the 
infidel. And no wonder so many people turn aside and 
have nothing to do with any religion. It's because of the 
teaching of a man like this and those who teach like doc­
trines. 

But let's have the next chart then, number 91. This 
chart, I would like for you to note that I brought up­
you tell me how much he said about this-you tell me 
how much he said about it. He did not even mention this. 
He would not even mention it. I brought it up more than 
one time. The Bible says in Romans 10 and in verse 13, 
"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed and how shall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard, and how should they hear 
it without a preacher?" Now you note there is "hear­
ing, " "believing"; there is "calling, "and "then comes sal­
vation." Now note, "calling on the name of the Lord is 
an act of obedience which comes after believing and be­
fore being saved!" Therefore- therefore what?No one 
is saved at the point of faith alone before and without 
further acts of obedience. (Could you raise it just a little 
bit more? Elkins referring to Chart) Therefore, Ross' 
proposition is false. 

Could we have the next one? (Elkins Chart #152). I'd 
like to suggest to you, ladies and gentlemen, that your 
soul is at stake in this-I don't have the number of them 
right here-Yes, I do-Your soul is at stake in this, and I 
want you to remember whatthe Bible teaches on this and 
to study your own Bible. In John 8 and also in John 12:42 
and 43, Jesus points out some believers-they're said to 
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be believers-but who had dead faith. Now you'll note, 
"many believe on him, but because of the Pharisees, they 
did not confess him." Now you'll not� tb�t this is ne_ga-_ 
tive imperfect in contrast to the punctiliar ,aorist "be­
lieved"; that is "they kept on not confessing." From 
Robertson and by the way-I did not dishonor Robert­
son; I took of course exactly what he said a few nights 
ago. Now Ross did not take Robertson on Mark 16:16. 
And the truth about the matter is I was describing what 
he defined by - the way of the aorist participle. But any-
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way, note here are believers. Aorist to expressed the facts 
as such, that,-now note, these Pharisees were people 
who would not confess their faith. But remember, those 
who deny Christ will be denied by Christ. 

Mr. Keenan: Can I call a point of order? 
Moderator: Yes sir. 
Mr. Keenan: We don't believe ... we believe this to be 

a new material ... that this was not submitted the first 
night. 
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Mr. Merideth: Now that was in his other speech, Mr. 
Moderator. 

Mr. Ross: Go ahead. Go on ahead. That's all right. 
Mr. Merideth: Thank you. 
Mr. Ross: I ... I don't mind it. I just wondered if it 

were. I mean I don't ... I don't remember loo�ing at it 
and I just wanted to know. . . . 

Mr. Merideth: It was no problem. 
Mr. Ross: Thank you. 
Mr. Elkins: All right, thank you very much and this 

time I appreciate a point of order. And let me tell you 
why. It was in the speech. You can check it. But I believe 
there was a word left off of a chart and I failed to call it 
to your attention. (That gives me an opportunity to call it 
to your attention. Thank you very much. All right. Note 
this. Note here are believers that did "not" -and we 
meant to put that there (Elkins referring to the omission 
of the word "not " on Chart # 152) and overlooked it. And 
so we'll put that there so that can be put in correctly in 
the book. I made the statement the last time. Every time 
I've made the argument I've made it but in looking at the 
chart, I noticed that it was not there. All right). 

Did not confess their faith. But remember, those who 
deny Christ, will be denied by Christ. Now note 
further, "they loved the glory of men more than the glory 
of God." And here are passages. "And if any man love 
not our Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema." Let him 
be anathems. Here are people who love the glory of men 
more than the glory of God. Now Jesus teaches through 
a parable that if a man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let 
them be anathema. And I've already discussed that per­
haps enough in detail. But let's go on to the next chart if
we could. 

On this chart number 153 I want you to note this. If 
John 12:42 and 43 teaches that some believers kept on not 
confessing Christ, then there can be such a thing as a lost 
believer. We've discussed that time ar:d again. Number 
two-John 12:42 and 43 teaches that some believers kept 
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on not confessing Christ. Now ladies and gentlemen, 
here's the conclusion. Therefore, there can be such a 
thing as a lost believer. I don't know how many times I 
would have to say that. 

He had somewhat to say about the fact that-how that 
I spent my speeches in the affirmative on Mark 16:16. 
But ladies and gentlemen, isn't it amazing that the truth 
is so powerful that that one verse eliminated, repudiated, 
denied and forever exposed his doctrine. I'll tell you why 
all of those statements are made. It is for the idea of get­
ting the attention off of the truth. Now why did he not 
answer it? The truth about the matter is this, as I men­
tioned a few nights ago, if a man goes out somewhere 
and takes his gun and kills a dog, he doesn't keep on and 
on and on and on and on and on killing that dog, shoot­
ing that dog. He's dead when he shoots him. He doesn't 
keep on killing him. Now listen, before this debate 
began, I just thought it would be interesting to see a Bap­
tist preacher have to deal with that passage alone, to 
make one argument. And I'll tell you, my faith is really 
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strengthened tonight because I've seen the fact that noth­
ing can be done with it. 

Well, in regard to that matter of "Campbellite." Let's 
take that one. I believe that's another chart that we have. 
Let's take the seed principle chart. Ladies and gentle­
men, if there was not a member of the church in the 
whole word, a man, if he were to be on a desert island in 
the United States or anywhere else; he found a copy of 
the Bible, read it, believed it, and obeyed it, what would 
he become? Why, he would become what seed always 
produces. He would become a member of the church of 
Christ. Now, I don't need to do much comment on the 
fact of whether he calls us "Campbellites" and all of that 
kind of thing. You know there's such a thing as calling a 
man a rather ugly name and not yelling about it, but it's 
still a bad name. When I refer to Mr. Ross as a Baptist, I 
call him what he calls himself. When he calls me a 
"Campbellite," he calls me that which I do not accept, I 
utterly repudiate, and furthermore a man who does that, 
number one-does it through ignorance, or he does it 
because he deliberately is trying to hurt and wound and 
even sometimes rub the salt in it. But ladies and gentle­
men, my prayer is-he talked of my prayer in Mem­
phis-my prayer for him is "Lord, be merciful; hope­
fully, he knows not what he does." I hope he will later 
learn better. 

All right, you'll note here (Elkins Chart #7) a bird 
carries an acorn; the acorn falls into the good soil; it 
brings forth a oak tree. The Word of God is the seed of 
the Kingdom; it is planted into a good and honest heart; 
it produces. What does it produce? Well, an acorn, he 
said, will produce an oak tree. All right, will an acorn 
produce a bird? Now, the seed always brings forth 
according to its kind. 

Now the next chart if you will. And while we're get­
ting this next chart number 7-A, let me suggest to you, 
ladies and gentlemen, that we've been over this before; I 
won't even read it, but I want you to note here, all of it 

366 



THE PfJIVtll OF rHE /Yael)

( f_ "THE �£STOHATION P,e/N('/PLE III IN

ry£ l..16NT oF rNAT Po,re"l l) 

that is, the seed and the Word of God; the good soil, the 
honest heart. And note, the fact that the result is it a 
child of God? Or is it a child of the Devil? Well, he never 
did tell us about that. He had plenty of time. He didn't 
get around to it. 

Could we have the next one (Elkins chart #8)? I have 
suggested to you earlier that in regard to the matter of 
the power of the seed, that I can hold enough seed in one 
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hand to provide lumber to build a city, if given enough 
time to grow. In addition to that, I can hold enough 
wheat in one hand to feed the world, if given time to 
grow in good soil. Now, just so it is with the Word, the 
seed which is the Word of God, Luke 8:11 And if I had 
time, I'd quote those passages. But here's an illustration. 
Men on a desert island with a copy of the Bible could 
learn the truth from it, and even though they baptized 
each other, the person obeying what he knows to be true, 
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would be enough to clench the fact that the seed brings 
forth according to its kind if we believe the Bible. 

Sometime ago I was preaching on a Sunday morning 
at Getwell and when I completed the sermon, and when 
a man came forward-a young man-to be baptized, a 
lady came forward to be restored, sitting seven seats 
back-I didn't have time to count that-a man leaped to 
his feet, he said, "I can't stand it any longer." I didn't 

369 



know whether he couldn't stand my sermon or what was 
wrong with him. I turned around and I said, "Would 
you like to obey the gospel?" He almost literally-well, 
he walked on ladies' feet getting out. He almost literally 
ran down the aisle. I took him by the hand. I asked him if 
he understood what was involved in becoming a Chris­
tian. He said, "My wife is a member of the church of 
Christ and I've been attending for a year and a half," of 
course not there. And when I asked him to make the good 
confession that Christ is the Son of God, I asked him, "Do 
you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God?" He 
said, "I do." You could hear him with perhaps five 
hundred people there. We went back into the baptistry 
and while we prepared to baptize , I asked him further 
about his background and what he knew about the truth. 
He said, "my father is an Episcopalian priest" and told 
where, near town, "but I have the Word; I have learned 
the Word. I want to do what the Bible teaches." Ladies 
and gentlemen, that's all I'm pleading for. 

Now then, in regard to the chart that I want us to see 
one more time, I want us to see the chart on being bap­
tized in Christ. This chart in Galatians 3, (Four minutes). 
How many? Four minutes. Well, let's don't take that 
chart. 

I want to say this, ladies and gentlemen, the Bible says 
in Acts 8 and let me go to Mark 8 perhaps, 36 and 37 and 
get that passage. Some years ago, two centuries ago, 
when they entered into the tomb of Charlemagne, they 
found a bony finger glued to Mark 8:36 and 37 which 
says "For what shall it profit a man if he shall gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul." Now that passage 
implies or infers a number of things. Number one-that 
a man has a soul. Number two-that a man may ex­
change his soul; number three-that he may lose his soul; 
and furthermore, that there is no compensation for the 
loss of the soul. Sometime ago, I saw a film of a young 
lady who was born without arms. You may have seen it. 
I was amazed that she could comb her hair, tie her chil-
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dren' s shoes, cook, drive a car, and all of those different 
things-and see, there was the law of compensation. But 
if you lose your immortal soul, there is no law of compen­
sation. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I would not be away from my 
family tonight; I would not" be here tonight if I did not 
want to go to Heaven. I love your souls. Paul said, "And 
most gladly therefore will I spend and be spent on behalf 
of your soul," 2 Corinthians 12 and in verse 15. It won't 
be long until all of us will be standing before the judge­
ment bar of God. I cannot save you; Mr. Ross cannot 
save you. You remember the Lord said to the twelve, 
"Will you also go away?" Peter said, "Lord, to whom 
shall we go? Thou has the words of eternal life." Jesus 
said in Matthew 11 :28 through 30, "Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am meek 
and lowly in heart and you shall find rest unto your souls, 
for my yoke is easy and my burden is light." In Luke 
14:33, Jesus said, "So therefore, whosoever he be of you 
that renounceth not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple." There's a wonderful song that says "Heaven 
will surely be worth it all." It will be worth it all. 

I'm not an enemy to Mr. Bob L. Ross. I have good will 
toward everybody here tonight. And you know, the Bible 
says in John 12:42; "He that rejecteth me and receiveth 
n<,>t my words have one that judgeth him; the Word that 
I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last days." 
And in Ecclesiastes 12:13 and 14, "Let us hear the con­
clusion of the whole matter. Fear God and keep his com­
mandments for this is the whole duty of man. For God 
shall bring every work unto judgement with every secret 
thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil." But 
remember that Jesus said in Matthew 7:21 through 23, 
"Not everyone that sayeth unto me 'Lord, Lord' shall 
enter into Heaven, but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in Heaven. Many will say unto me on 
that day, 'Lord, Lord have we not prophesied in thy 
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name and in thy name have cast out devils and in thy 
name have done many wonderful works?' And then will I 
profess unto them, •1 never knew you.' "-I never en­
dorsed what you were doing. I never knew you­
.. Depart from me ye that work iniquity.'' In Hebrews 5:8 
and 9, of Christ it is said, .. Though he were a son, yet 
learned he obedience by the things which he suffered. 
And being made perfect, he because the author of eternal 
salvation unto all them that obey him." 

Moderator: Time. 
Mr. Elkins: Thank you very much and if I could say 

this: I think I failed to mention Mr. Keenan a few mo­
ments ago and I want you to know that I included him in 
saying that it's been my pleasure to meet him. Thank 
you. 

CLOSING REMARKS

Mr. Varner: Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Elkins, Mr. 
Meredith, Mr. Warren, Mr. Ross, Mr. Keenan, Mr. 
Dooley, we thank you for this week of study. We would 
again like to express our appreciation to the elders of the 
Camden Avenue Church of Christ for furnishing the 
building for this debate when Mr. Keenan was unable to 
obtain the Parkersburg Fieldhouse. And he graciously 
consented to have the debate here in this building. We 
appreciate the brethren here in making available the 
building. We'd like to express appreciation to the elders 
at Harmar Hill for their support; Brother Charles Pugh 
who's worked very closely in the debate to bring it to the 
fruition that it has. We have averaged one thousand and 
forty-nine per night. We've had many involved in the 
debate from various angles that we'd like to express our 
appreciation to, but it would be time consuming to 
enumerate them one by one. We assure you that we 
appreciate the many hours of labor and the assistance so 

, many have given. 
We make no comment on the debate in fairness to both 

sides. We encourage you to study the evidence that has 
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been presented. Weigh the materials in the light of the 
scriptures. And then if you're out of harmony with what 
the Bible teaches, we encourage you to accept the truth 
of the Bible. The literature room remains set up in Room 
112. Mr. Ross and Mr. Keenan and Mr. Elkins have
available some materials. There are free materials; there
are materials that are for sale. We encourage you to
approach the literature room and obtain what you
desire.

We'd also like to remind you that the book will be 
printed. A contract is on the book. We have a ninety-day 
grammatical correction of the tapes and the transcripts of 
the debate. I was showing to Mr. Ross the other evening 
a book in the format that we are wanting to print and he· 
was very gracious and said it's a very nice book, as he 
looked at it and examined it. We encourage you to take a 
pre-publication form and order a book. It would be well 
worth adding to your library, well worth re-studying the 
debate. You know you can read and study in the leisure 
of a home and learn a lot. And we encourage you to do 
that. We encourage the gospel preachers to do that. We 
encoura,ge all the preachers that are present to do that. 
We bid you all a safe, enjoyable journey to your home. 
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APPENDIX I 

There has been some question in reference to the 
length of time involved in printing this debate. The fol­
lowing letter explains the reason for this delay: 

To Whom It May Concern: 
This is to verify that I was in agreement with There­
fore Stand Publications to transcribe the tapes of the 
Elkins-Ross Debate. However, due to personal rea­
sons, I was unable to complete this by the date we 
had agreed on (September 1, 1979). Therefore, I 
have requested to be relieved of these duties. 

Sincerely, 
Isl Kathy Artherhults 
Typist 
Circuit Clerks Office 
Wood County 
Parkersburg, WV 
Because of Mrs. Artherhults aforementioned request to 

be relieved of transcribing and typing the manuscript, 
the publishers were required to seek another typist. Since 
it was the case that the first typist had completed only 
one twenty minute speech as of September 1, 1979, it 
necessitated re-contracting the transcribing of the entire 
debate. 
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APPENDIX II 

AGREEMENT AND RULES OF DISCUSSION 

ELKINS-ROSS DEBATE 

I. PROPOSITIONS: The first two nights of the
debate Mr. Elkins will affirm: "The Scriptures
teach that water baptism is for (in order to obtain)
the remission of past sins," Mr. Ross will deny.

The last two nights Mr. Ross will affirm: "The 
Scriptures teach that salvation comes at the point 
of faith alone before and without any further acts 
of obedience." Mr. Elkins will deny. 

II. PLACE AND DATE: The debate will be held at
the Camden Avenue Church of Christ, Parkers­
burg, West Virginia, commencing April 16, 1979,
at 7:00 p.m. each of the following evenings: April
17, 19, 20, at 7:00 p.m.

III. RULES FOR DEBATE: The disputants will be
governed by Hedge's Rules of Controversy.

IV. NUMBER OF SPEECHES AND TIME OF
EACH: Each session will consist of six speeches of
twenty minutes each. The affirmative shall open
and the negative shall close. There will be a break
of no longer than fifteen minutes following the
second afirmative speech and preceding the sec­
ond negative speech each evening.

V. MODERATORS AND TIME-KEEPERS: Each
disputant is at liberty to select a moderator and/
or a time keeper.

VI. INTRODUCTIONS: Mr. Terry Varner will
open the first two nights of the debate and Mr.
Larry Keenan will close. The last two nights Mr.
Keenan will open and Mr. Varner will close.

VII. EXCHANGE OF QUESTIONS: Each dis­
putant will be at liberty to present no more than
five written questions to the other before the be­
ginning of the first affirmative each evening.
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These written questions will relate to the proposi­
tion under discussion and must be given no later 
than twenty minutes before the first affirmative 
each evening. 

VIII. PUBLISHING AND PRINTING: Each dis­
putant will be at liberty to publish the debate
material. This material will be limited to that
presented in the debate and transcribed from
taped recordings and taken from charts and vis­
uals used in the debate. Each disputant will have
not more than 90 days to edit the typed manu­
script. Editing is to be limited to grammatical
construction.

The audience will be encouraged not to tape 
the debate. Each disputant will be permitted two 
recorders and also is at liberty to publish the de­
bate on cassette tape. 
I sf Garland Elkins 
Isl W.TerryVarner 
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