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Brother Garrett and his brethren have seven major positions 
and you never can tell which one they are going to talk about 
next. First. they talk about pay. II Cor. 11 :8, Paul said. "I robbed 
other churches taking wages." "Opsonium" which means "stipu­
lated salary" and Brother Garrett, incidentally, did not even quote 
the same Latin word. He used a different ending on it, to what 
Liddell and Scott did and from what I did over at Wingate because 
here is the paper I had in my hand over at Wingate, but that 
does not make any difference. But when he started talking about 
being a careful scholar, he needed to do some checking, too, along 
that line because Liddell and Scott says that opsonium refers to 
provisions, especially to supplies and pay for an army. That the 
Latin is "salarium, stipendum". I read to you where Joseph Ward 
Sain, the senior historian of the University of said that 
any man who says that the Roman soldiers did not receive a stipu­
lated salary knows nothing about ancient hiatory. That is the 
way Pompeii and Caesar and their successors raised their soldiers 
-by guaranteeing a stipulated salary. That is the word which 
Paul uses and that is the meaning of the Latin term which had 
been used, and I am unable to understand what Brother Garrett 
hoped to gain by misrepresenting matters of that kind. 

But anyway, there you have pay. Then they say it is wrong 
to stay and yet Brother Garrett said a man can locate in a city 
for fifteen years without being a one-man pastor. As an example, 
probably locate here in Nashville and preach for churches and 
draw a salary and stay in town where they have a place to bathe. 
You know I thought something the other night, when my oppon­
ent said if you can just get my mutual ministry system we will 
circle the earth with the gospel. But I remarked to my moderator. 
I said the only circles they ever left was the circle on the bathtub 
(Laughter from audience) where they stayed in a large city 
where it would be nice and convenient to them. One of my op­
ponent's brethren whom he has been quoting as an authority in 
this debate said he just could not get out and hold meetings in 
country places like I have been doing for twenty-five years, 
sometimes eleven months at the time, without missing even one 
night preaching taking JUBt any pay the brethren give and not 
have any idea what I am going to be paid. Sometimes it is good, 
as Brother Garrett will tell you, and sometimes it is nothing. And 
this brother said, he just could not do that because they did 
not have a convenient place for him to take a bath every night. 
That is some of his mutual ministry aystem. I do not mean to be 
ugly about this but there are two sides to these matters when­
ever they are coming up. 

Then they switch over the the corrupt elders business and he 
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stayed largely off of that. Then he got to preaching to the 
church and then the mutual edification and then to the authority 
for the regular preacher and I called for his authority for being 
called to a place to assist them in a good gospel meeting, because 
if they can call Brother Garrett to assist for ten days, then they 
can call a man to assist for ten years. So there is the hobby wheel, 
ladies and gentlemen, and we will have a picture of it in the 
book. 

SHALL WE PAY THE PREACHER? 
-THE APOSTLE PAU L­

"I robbed other churches 
taking wages of them to do 
you service." 2 Cor. 11:8 

"Have we not power to eat 
[I nd tc drink? ... have we not 
power to forbear worldng?" 
1 Cor. 9:4, 6 

"Even so hath the Lord or­
dained that they which preach 
the gospel should live of the 
gospe!." 1 Cor. 9:14 

"Who goeth warfare at own 
charges '! v. 7 

"Who planteth vineyard ... 
cateth not?" v. 7 

"Feedeth flock • . • eateth 
not milk? v. 7 

"'Thou shalt not muzzle the 
ox that treadeth out the 
corn" v. 9 

- LEROY GARRETT-
"Our preachers receive sti­

pulated salaries which classes 
them as hirelings. They take 
gifts from the churches . . . 
r;hiroll is a direct violation of 
a Biblical principle (Dt. 16: 
19). This pounding puts the 
l'l'cacher under obligation to 
the church and the salary 
seals his lips and perverts his 
words." Bible Talk, Feb. 1953, 
p.79 

"Let them get some honest 
work and quit being religious 
racketeers." Bible Talk, Feb. 
1!353, p. 79 

" . . . doles out sermons 
~cross counter like a haber­
dasher ... So mnch preach 
£0 much pay." Bible Talk., 
Dec., 1953, 11. 45 

And then in every speech Brother Garrett brings up "Shall 
we pay the preacher?" and here are quotations from him where 
he says the preachers are religious racketeers and ought to quit 
and get some honest work. But I want to show you the difference 
between the apostle Paul and Leroy Garrett. Paul said, "I robbed 
other churches taking wages of them." Paul said, "Have 
we not power to eat and drink and have we not power to forbear 
workin~." Paul said, "We have power to leave off working and 
give full time to preaching and expect the church to pay us for 
that." Now I do not think it is wrong for a preacher to work 
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with his hands and make tents and never in my life have I turned 
back from any job that needed to be done. I have worked for 
$1 a day, ten and twelve hours and slept under a hay bam at 
night to save my money to go to school and to preach the gospel 
and to work in the kingdom of the Lord. I do not think it is 
wrong for a preacher to work with his hands and all of the 
people who know me know that is so. But at the same time, Paul 
said, "We have a right to forbear working." And I Cor. 9:14, 
"Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gos­
pel should live of the gospel." Now Brother Garrett said, "All the 
members are preachers. " Yes, all of them are preachers, but they 
are not all preachers in sense Paul talked about there. If so all 
the members would have to be on the payroll of the church. He 
talked about a special preacher class and said "Even so hath the 
Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of 
the gospel" and he said, "Who goeth a warfare at his own 
charges and who plants a vineyard and eats not the fruit of it and 
feeds the flock and doesn't drink the milk?" He said, "Thou shalt 
not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the com." And I want you 
to notice further about this matter of paying the preacher, because 
I want pic~ures of all these charts in the book. 

SHALL WE PAY THE PREACHER? 

THE APOSTLE PAUL 

"Plow in hope • • • thresh­
eth in hope." 1 Cor. 9:10 

"Sow . . . spiritual things 
••. reap your carnal things." 
v. 11 

"Minister about holy things 
live of the temple." v. 13 

ILEROY GARRETT 

"Fellow craftsmen. 
priestcraft •.. Dallas clergy, 
pastor-preachers ... hireling 
system . . • sectarian to the 
core and believe these preach­
ers know it." Bible Talk, Jan., 
1953, p. 52 

" . . . pastor system . • • 
lucrative job . . . security of 

"Let him that is taught in $100 a week pay check . • . 
the word communicate unto the one-man pastor is a 
him that teacheth." Gal. 6:6 leach upon the body of Christ 
'ld rth f .. enemy to N.T. Christianity 
, ... e ers ... wo yo... a coward lurched behind 

double honor, especially they the protective skirt of an as-
who labor in the word and sumed ecclesiasticism." Bible 
doctrine." I Tim. 5:17 Talk, April. 1953, p. 100 

JESUS CHRIST: "The laborer is worthy of his hire." Lk.10:7; 
(I Tim. 5:18) 
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Brother Garrett talked about CIa lucrative job. . . a pastor 
system. . . a coward lurked behind the protective skirts of an 
assumed ecclestiasticism." Isn't he nice to the preachers'i" Fellow 
craftsman . . . priestcraft. . . Dallas clergy . . . pastor preacher 
• . . hireling system . . . sectarian to the core and I believe they 
know it"-"Bible Talk," January, 1953. 

You know what he told you Tuesday night, don't you? elJ. 
B. Jordan is an honorable man who would not lie. I know him." 
You heard him tonight didn't you. He said, "He is just one of 
my enemies." Yes, he called Brother Jordan who was one of his 
close friends, and it backfired on him, didn't it. Tuesday night 
he said Brother Jordan was an honorable man who would not 
lie and tonight he attempted to reflect on him, and he told Bro. 
Jordan, "You sold out to my enemies." All right. 

Anyway, Paul said, "Plow in hope, and thresh in hope." He 
said, "If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it any great 
thing if we reap your carnal things'i" He said, "They that minister 
about holy things live of the temple." And then he said, "Let 
him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that 
teaches in all good things." "Let the members of the church who 
are taught pay the preacher." That is what he is talking about. 
And he said the elders are to be counted worthy of double honor" 
especially they who labor in word and doctrine." I told you last 
night that the "double honor" is translated "stipulated salary," 
"stipulated pay" in some of the translations of the Bible. Let's turn 
back to the work of an evangelist, Gentlemen. 

I call your attention to the work of an evangelist when he 
is located with a church having elders. In n Tim. 4 :5, Paul wrote 
to young Timothy and said, "Do the work of an evangelist." In 
I Tim. 4:6, he said you are " a good minister." So an evangelist 
may do the work of an evangelist and may be a good minister. 
In I Tim. 1 :3, Paul commanded Timothy to abide at Ephesus and 
the church at Ephesus had elders when he did so. 

And then my opponent made a great to do about how many 
years between I Timothy and n Timothy. And he wound up over 
here purporting to read from MacKnight- that there was just 
one year between them. Well, all right, now he has a preacher 
located for one year. I do not care whether it is seven years or 
one year. I'll tell you about the date business. That was checked 
very carefully. I think you people know about dates. You look in 
the comer of the Bible and have different dates assigned for 
different letters. I assure you that there is not any effort to 

·See a dlscussi~n. of this matter in the footnote on page 132. 
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THE WORK OF AN EVANGELIST 
"Do the work of an evangeliBt-" 2 Tim. 4:5 

" ... a good minister-" 1 Tim. 4:6 
Paul commanded Timothy to abide at Ephesus-1 Tim. 1:3 

Church at Ephesus had elders-Acts 20; 1 Tim. 5 :17 

-HIS WORK-

1. "Charge some not to 
teach." 1 Tim. 1 :3 

2. "War a good warfare." 
1 :18 

3. "If I tarry long . . . be­
have ... " 3:15 

4. "Put the brethren in mind 
•.. "4:6 

5. "Be example of believ­
ers." 4:12 

6. "Give attendance to read­
ing, exhortation, doc­
trine." 4:13 

7. "Give thvself wholly to 
them." 4:15 

8. "Take heed to . . . thy 
teaching." 4:16 

9. "Them that sin rebuke .. 
5:20 

10. "These things teach and 
exhort." 6:2 

11. "Fight the good fight of 
faith." 6:12 

12. "Charge them that are 
rich." 6:17 

13. "Guard that ... committ­
ed." 6:20 

7 years later Paul wrote 
2 Timothy. 

14. "Be not ashamed." 2 Tim. 
1 :8. 

15. "Commit to faithful 
men." 2:2 

16. "Put them in remem­
brance." 2:14 

17. "Instr. those that oppose 
themselves." 2:25 

18. "Preach the word" 4:2 

TIMOTHY TO LEAVE: "When thou comest" ... to Paul in 
Rome. 4:13 

WHY LEAVING: "Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus." 4:12 
THIS OUR WORK 

deceive you about the date when the letters were written but 
Brother Garrett had between them one year and now he has a 
preacher located for one year over there. Why, he would not 
allow him to locate over there at all. Paul wrote to him and told 
him to stay and Brother Garrett would have written to him and 
told him to move. Here is a preacher located with a church 
having elders and the apostle Paul said in I Tim. 1:3, "I besought 
thee to tarry there." He said, "If I tarry long ... behave"-I 
Tim. 3:15. Paul said, "I want you to abide there,"-I Tim. 1:3. 
And then he said, "If I tarry long, I want you to behave." Brother 
Garrett would have said, "If you tarry long you don't 
have any business being there long in the first place." Now if he 
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reduces that long time to one year, why that still will not have 
anything to do with it. Timothy was located for one year and 
he thinks it is wrong to be located for even one year. Some of our 
preachers locate now only one year at a place. Will that be all 
right if they locate one year? 

Then he said in I Tim. 4:6, "If you put the brethren in mind 
of these things, thou shalt be a good minister." CIA good minister" 
-to tarry long with a church having elders and preach to them 
and put the brethren in mind of these things. All right. If you 
have a minister today, located with your congregation having 
elders, if he will tarry long and put the brethren in mind, he will 
be a good minister if he will go in and out preaching and teaching 
the things concerning the kingdom of heaven. Pay him well and 
keep him and use him and let him edify and build up the body of 
Christ. It wiII be just as scriptural to locate in one place and be 
a located evangelist as it will to be a circuit riding evangelist and 
going to a different place every week. 

And I wonder, ob, I wonder how they roam the country 
from one end to the other, drive nice automobiles and wear nice 
suits and yet talk about "they ought not to be paid." Somebody is 
paying somebody somewhere. 

And then when Paul wrote II Timothy he said, ClTimothy 
be not ashamed." He said, "Don't be ashamed but be proud of the 
gospel and keep preaching it." And then he said, "Put them in 
remembrance. ' '-II Tim. 2:15-"Put the church members in re­
membrance. " 

Then II Tim. 2 :25, reads, "Instructing them that oppose 
themselves." That is like Garrett and Ketcherside and these fel­
lows that leave the truth and run off in bad company, start 
preaching false doctrines and disturbing the churches. "Why," he 
said, "I'm leaving an evangelist there to instruct those people 
who oppose themselves." 

And then in II Tim. 4 :2, he said, "Preach the word, be instant 
in season, out of season, Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long 
suffering and doctrine for the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine, but they will heap to themselves teachers 
having itching ears and they shall be turned away from the 
truth and be turned into fables." That is the reason we have been 
preaching against this heresy which h8.9 been introduced into 
Middle Tennessee because there are people who have itching 
ears and who leave the truth and are turned away unto fables­
turned away from the truth and turned into fables. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I want to express my appreciation to 
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all of you who have kept coming night after night, who have 
listened so patiently to the things that have been said and who 
have supported this debate in every way in order that the truth of 
the gospel might be preached. If I have not established the fact 
that preachers ought to be paid, if I have not established the 
fact that the Bible teaches that preachers ought to be paid, 
it is impossible for it to be established and if I have not es­
tablished the fact that the preacher has a right to locate with 
a church having elders then it can not be established. I have 
established that from the Bible and I have established that 
from the practice of my opponent that he locates with churches 
having elders, though they do not always have elders when he 
leaves the place where he is located. Truth does not contradict 
itself and since truth docs not contradict itself, if my respond­
ent keeps contradicting himself, that proves what he is preaching 
is not the truth. 

GARRETT'S CONTRADICTIONS 
And so again, 1 call your attention to a bundle of the contra­

dictions of my opponent. First, he says elders are to convict the 
gainsayer. That is the work of the elders and yet, Garrett goes 
where they have elders and engages in debate. He says we have 
got to go where Christ is not named. Has Christ ever been named 
in Nashville? If so, what is he doing. Why does he not go out into 
the mis£·ion fields. Is this some of the missionary work that he 
is doing? Is he doing the work of elders? Is he a one man pastor 
when the elders call for him to come and do their debating and 
convicting the gainsayer? So Brother Garrett is inconsistent on 
that point. 

Second, Brother Garrett says it is impo....""Sible to preach to the 
church. Then he preaches to the church. In Rome 1 :15, Paul said, 
"1 am ready to preach to the church." 

Third, Brother Garrett said, "Go where Christ is not named" 
-and he spends his time in Dallas and Nashville. 

Fourth, Brother Garrett says the evangelist has no fixed 
place of residence and yet in "Bible Talk," January, 1953, page 
50, he said a man can stay fifty years in one place. He gave 
the example of Jesus Christ going from city to city, and said that 
is what we mean by an evangelist can not have any permanent 
place of residence. But the word evangelist simply means one who 
proclaims good news and does not necessarily mean one who 
travels at all. I gave an example of a man staying at one place 
and proclaiming good news and he worked very hard to get out 
of all of it and in my last speech I gave him Paul, one that could 
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not move but was staying in one house preaching the gospel over 
there because he was in prison and for two years he heralded 
the gospel. Brother Garrett says you cannot herald the gospel 
unless you go from place to place. W. Carl Ketcherside says you 
can not herald the gospel unless you go from place to place, but 
the apostle Paul stayed in one house and heralded the gospel to 
the people who came to him. Of course, it was an unfortunate 
circumstance, but that proves you were unfortunate when you 
said it could not be done. You said a man could not stay in one 
place and herald the truth. But Paul did. They had him in 
prison and he did it. It was unfortunate for Paul, but he turned 
it into a great blessing for the church and it was also unfortunate 
for Brother Leroy Garrett. 

And then further, Brother Garrett says, "Well, really the 
thing I'm talking about is not edifying the church, but," he 
said, "this securing or procuring a man. It is an insidious thing to 
procure a man." "It is an insidious thing." Well, if it is insidious 
to procure a man to preach for a year or two years or five, why 
isn't it insidious to procure a man to preach for one week? They 
procure you to preach a week where they have elders and that 
isn't insidious. How long can you stay, Brother Garrett, before 
it becomes an insidious and odious thing? They send after him to 
hold a meeting and all the elders sit on the front seat and they 
have a one man system. By the way, he said that the edifying 
and teaching are to be done like the edifying in singing. I did 
not catch on. I do not always folloW Brother Garrett's reasoning. 
So I did not catch on whether he meant by that that we ought to 
sing solos in the church like we preach or whether he meant we 
all ought to get up and speak at the same time like we sing. I 
did not follow his reasoning there and I do not know which one 
it was that he meant to say to us. 

And then another inconsistency in Brother Garrett. Brother 
Garrett quotes from men who practice without exception the 
same thing that I am practicing at the present time of preaching 
to the church. And we get a longer array of scholars against him 
on some points and he said, "Of course, they are against me, They 
are my enemies." He gets up more sectarian scholars than anyone 
I ever saw. He quotes the whole bunch of them and then you say, 
"Why they agree with me on everything except that particular 
point" and he says, "Well of course, that is not the point." Then 
you bring up a scholar from somewhere and he says, "Well that is 
one of my enemies you are quoting. Of course, he wouldn't agree 
with me." I'll tell you one thing. Fifty years from now whenever a 
man debates he can quote a scholar on either side of anything, 
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because in his magazine, "Bible Talk", Brother Garrett has got 
on all sides of all questions so in the future a man can say, "I'm 
quoting Leroy Garrett a graduate of the Divinity School of 
Harvard University and here is what he says." He is finishing up 
his Doctor's Degree now so he can have "Dr. Leroy Garrett of the 
Divinity School of Harvard University who said so and so" and 
he would be able to prove almost anything because he gets on all 
sides of all questions. Brother Garrett did that with Alexander 
Campbell. He did it with David Lipscomb. He did it with C. E. W. 
Dorris. He misrepresented these men by taking a sentence and 
pulling it out of its context. 

And then another inconsistency, Brother Garrett, says, "Pay 
is not in the proposition" and yet he has had pay up every night 
all the way during the debate. 

Ladies and gentlemen, before the debate began it had been 
my intention to confer with Brother Guy Woods about arguments 
that we would need to answer. Brother Woods wrote a short 
little note from Waxahachie, Texas when I was in a meeting 
in Dallas and said, "Brother DeHoff, you will not need any ad­
ditional materi~ because Brother Garrett will not pay any at­
tention to an argument anyway." So the first night of this debate, 
I began by introducing great, fundamental, scriptural principles 
building up an argument, calling attention to what the Bible said 
and Brother Garrett just got up and said, "Well, that is not in the 
proposition here. If he would like to debate that, we'll do it on 
Saturday night" and so he brushed it aside and started criticizing 
preachers and slinging mud at the church over at Murfreesboro 
and things of that kind. 

A FINAL PLEA 

I want to make this final plea to you. There are dozens of 
preachers here tonight-especially young preachers. I want to 
plead with you young men to love the truth, to love the church, 
to sacrifice for the church. I want to plead with you to establish 
churches, to preach the gospel, to go into new fields and preach 
the gospel and where you go, do not go attempting to tear up 
the church and throw out the elders. Do not go riding a hobby of 
some sort, thinking you are Alexander Campbell, II, come to lead 
a great reformation of some sort, but where you go, go earnestly 
loving the church. 

A Voice: Preach on, brother. 
Brother DeHoff: Hold my time, I am being interrupted by 

one of Brother Garrett's brethren. Just hold my time. 
Where you young preachers go, go preaching the gospel, lov-

• 
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ing the truth, defending the truth, sacrificing for the church and 
for the cause of our blessed Lord, spend your time in his service 
and one day when all of life's battles have been fought and all of 
its victories have been won, when the last prayer, has been pray­
ed, when the last sermon has been preached, when the last tear 
has been shed, for the last time we have fought a battle in the 
kingdom of our Lord, we will pull off our battle rearred armor, 
our Blessed Lord will touch us with the finger of his love, he will 
bid us to come home to be reunited with all of our loved ones in 
the presence of God where we can rejoice forevermore in the land 
that is fairer than day across which the shadows never fall, 
where there is no disappointment, where there are no heartaches 
and where things are all together lovely in the presence of our 
blessed Lord. 

Thank you very much. God bless you every one. 


