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indivim'bility of the soul ; as we ha.ve outgrown this 
meta.physic, such a proof can no longer a.ppea.l to us. 
But it suggests a..nother in accord with our modem 
psychology. In the course of personal development, the 
unity a.nd the identity of the personality advances. A 
man becomes more completely master of himself ; thought, 
feeling, will become more harmonious ; the past is ta.ken 
up more folly into the present, a.nd the future is ta.ken 
aooount of. Consciousness tends to become more self­
oonsoioosness. AB experience is gathered, as character 
is formed, the personality becomes more distinctive, less 
dependent on the environment, a.nd more determined from 
within itself. The dependence on the body can never be 
abolished, and as physica.l infirmity comes, the personality 
is hindered in its a.ctivities by its organ ; hut yet the 
persons.Jity becomes more a.nd more identified with the 
inneT life which is less dependeD.iii on the body. If we 
consider the long dnr&tion, the manifold fac�, the 
costly experiences. a.nd the strenuous endea.voors of this 
process of personal. development, a.pm from the idea.ls 
th&t are being reaJised, or the relationships formed. can 
such a product be destined for nothing better tha.n. dis­
solution ? The growing detachment of the personality 
in its progress from the body a.lso points to the possibility 
that the persona.lity so formed is not entirely dependent 
on its organ, a.nd may, ha.ving by mea.ns of that orga.n. 
attained a certain stage of development, become inde­
pendent of it. 

(3) The objections to the Christian hope may be
glanced at. 

(i) For � ma.n is so entirely a product of
nature tha.t it seems a.bsmd to exempt him from the 
universa.I process of evolution a.nd devolution, birth, 
growth, deca.y, death. :But this estima.te of ma.n is noi 
only contradicted by philosophical idealism and Christian 
faith, it is opposed to man's consciousness of himse1f ; 
he does distinguish himself a.s personal from nature, a.nd 
-we mllfi deny the testimony of bis reason, conscience,
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affections, and idea.ls if we are to assign to him the place 
na1;ara,limn does. Mr. Balfour, in his book on the 
.FOKndationa of &lief, haa given fully the argument aga.inst 
nata.ralism from the standpoint of man's higher in1ieresia. 

(ii} Maurialinn declares immortality impossible, because 
t.bought is omy a :function of bra.in, and the dissolution of 
the body ml$ be the destruction of the self. Even if the 
vii&! processes could be reduoed to chemica.1 a.nd physical 
changes. yet in every organism there is a. direction of the 
processes 1iohM neit.ber chemistry nor physics can expla.in. 
It has already been shown that Sir Oliver Lodge ma.inta.ins 
iha.t life transcends and utilises force; Dr. Wa.rd haa 
shown bi in organic processes there is teleology, tb.e 
menial.factor; a.nd Professor James maintains fihai the rela­
tion of brain to mind is not productive, but permissive or 
"°smiaidve: the body is the musica.l instrument; it is 
DOi the melody, nor the mind t.h.a.t conceives, a.nd delight.s 
in it. Materia.lism. ia so inadeq11&te as a. philosophy of the 
world, that it.s objection to the Christia.n hope need not 
be taken seriously. 

(iii) Th.ere is a at.ctdariam which regaros this earlbly
life as anfficient for man, a.nd ao denies the neoesai.ty of. 
another life ; t.bme ia also a �miam for which this 
eanhly life is so unrelievably bad, tha.t any continuance 
of axistence seems undesirable. Both theee a.ttitudes t.o 
life are so utterly oppoeed to the Christia.n view, th.at it is 
only jf the Christian view is shown false in its enmety tb.a.t 
these object.ions need be ta.ken into aooount. Bm they 
are assnredly opposed to the common 118Iltiment. Men 
generaJiy do not find this life so good 1ibat they ca.nnot 
desire a bette'r, nor do they find it so bad tha.t non-mst­
ence would aeem to 1.hem. desirable. Christia.nity offers 
an etemal life tha.t links the earthly life with the heavenly 
in the ever-growing good of the holy and blessed life of the 
child of God. knowing, trusting and aurrendering to the 
eternal a.nd infinite holiness and blessedness of the Fa.ther­
God. Such a faith beget.a an unquenchable and susta.ining 
hope. 
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(4) The individual and universal aspect of the Chrlstia.n
hope cannot be kept a.pa.rt. In the Epistle to the HebreWB 
(xi. 39-40) there is a statement that suggests a close 
connection. • And these a.ll b.a.ving obtained a good re­
port through faith, received not the promise; God having 
provided some better thing for us, that they without us 
should not be ma.de perfect.• Does not this suggest that 
the blessed a.nd glorious immortality of believers will not 
be completed until the pru:pose of God on earth is fulfilled, 
until the Kingdom of God is come on earth as it ever is in 
heaven? We have been led to abandon the external form 
of the eschatological programme of the New Testament ; 
but we may now discern in it a. fresh truth, that there will 
be a. consummation of human history, a.s to the form of 
which it is idle to speculate, and that the generations who 
have fallen asleep in Christ will participate in it, a.nd find 
their own glorious and blessed immortality completed 
therein. Whether those who have passed within the veil 
of death do now in any wa.y share our earthly life, in pity 
for and help of us, none can affirm, but who could deny ? 
Can earth's sin, sorrow, and shame in any way reach their 
glory and blessedness ? To mortals on earth it may seem 
as if any such contact would lessen the glory and blessed­
ness of the immorta.1. But who can say ? Sacrificial love 
may taste the deepest blessedness, and display the brightest 
glory. The redeemed may be sharing the saving ministry 
of the Redeemer. :But be this as it may, there seems to 
be more probability in the conjecture th&t the redeemed 
shall share the joy, and shall be made perfect in the trilllllph 
of the Redeemer in the world, which in Him God is recon­
ciling unto Himself. What Paul means when he declares 
that in the end the Son Himself shall be subjeofied ' that 
God may be all in all; has baffled all expositors. Does 
it mean that as the life of mankind becomes one in Christ, 
and through Him one with God, not by absorption, but 
in holy love, so God shall be known as one in Father, 
Son and Spirit, as we cannot now con-Oeive that divine 
unity ? (1 Cor. xv. 28). 
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(5) This Christian hope thll8 carries ns to the very
confines of what we dare to think. But such an aspiration 
is not to be dismia.!ed 38 a vain speculation, for it grows 
out of • real experience of salvation through Ch:rin from 
s:in, dee.th, and doom, to the light, the life, and the love of 
God Himself. The attempt baa been made in this volume 
to stat.e 88 briefly and yet aa folly as possible the argument 
for the Christian · : th, to commend to reason and con­
science Jesus Christ 88 &viour and Lord ; but the writer 
must close with the confession that logica.l demonstration 
seems to himself inadequat.e to lead from unbelief to faith. 
There must be felt the moral a.nd religious need of forgive­
ness from God, there must be the hunger and the thirst 
of the soul for God ; there must be apprehended the 
reality of the Saviour from sin, the Bread from Heaven 
a.nd the Water of Life, in whom God meets man to sa.ve 
a.nd bless. The apologist to be fully effective must become 
the evangelist, and his own personal experience is the 
strongest argument that he can offer. • I know whom I 
have believed, and a.m persna.ded that He is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto IDm against that day.' 
• I am persua.ded, that neither death, nor life, nor a.ngels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come. Nor height, nor depth, nor any other
crea.tnre shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which ia in Christ Jesus our Lord.' 1

lSTia.i.ll;&mau'riif.ag.11. 
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