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ofst. From the foreg9ing, we fnd that the Spirit wa not gven
until after Christ's glorifcation, and that when te fatk came
wverby they were mcethe . oF God, then God set Frth
his Spirit into their heats; (i.e.-Qd baptize them with th
Hly Ghost.) TherFre unil they were baptized with the Holy
Ghost they were Nt the ,O, bt the servants of God, and of
«—¢ a they were Fllowing himin the (dspensation of wate
bptis or) regenertion; therefre the word regeneration dO
Nt mea the baptism of the Holy Ghost, but the Baprisn of
wvwe.

InRm.i. IS, 19, ii. 13, 14, 16, Paul has showv thtadult heas
tens, althugh they are wigtut te (\\te) l&w, ae uder the
Iw, becaus GdA«kree i | tkm, ad sowv to them that
the wrath of G is reveaed from heaven againstallUlgolml
ad tngk «1lof men; ad he.says, tat when the Gentie
which have not the (written) law, do by nature the things cone
tained in-the law ""tey show the law, written. ¥ their heals,
(ad certainly if the holy apostle Paul wa not adle to thin
" tkn of = a he ought, but that al his w giey
wa of God; then the unregeuerate (whether they have eve
head the gopel or not, must receive fom e Spirit of God.both
the knowledge of what is-right ad of what is wrng, and then
the ™ to re, and to do what is r i ht,) and that they shal
1 _pg tie inthe dywhen God shall jlde te world in righte
eousnes, by Jesus Ch i, which perfctly corespnds with the
wvds of the aposte, wwen he sas, tt ""the grace o Gd that
bringeth lala ® hah [1re to aLL M, teachngther that
deying ungodlie! and eve worldly lust, tat they shoul
lve rhteously and godly in &s pesent evi world.” That
etea I is given unto the heathen, is evident from Rom v.
18: it says, as by the oteno of one JJ grm came upn a
men = acondemnation, even S b the rihteusness of o]
(Christ,) *"the free gift came upon all men, Ut0 justification O
lie;" adin 1Johnv. 10, 11, it says, ""he that befeveth not
.Gd, hath made him," (God,) ""a 1a, because he heie ~
th rerd that God gae of his Son.  And tkzs 1 the recd, that
GO hath given to us eternal life.”
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(This does not prove Universalism, for if it was necesary that
8t. Paul should entreat professed christians, that they * receive
not the grace of God in vain,” certainly those who do not receive,
but reject it ; will not be saved by it.)

And as St. Peter said also of Cornelius, (* whose prayers and
alms, had come up before God for a memorial;”’) * that of a
truth God was no respecter of persons, but in every mation he
that feareth God and worketh righteousness was accepted of
him.” This may be the meaning of the expression in Acts xviii.
10, when the Lord said to Paul, “I kave much people in this
city ;” (i. e.) although they have not been saved by hearing and
believing the Gospel, yet there are many in this city who ¢ fear
God and work righteousness, and are therefore accepted as ser-
oants,” (‘' for to whom we YIELD ourselves servants to obey, his
servants we are.””’) And we find by verse 7, of the same chap-
ter, that Paul was then in the house of Justus, who was a wor-
shipper of God. Lydia, was also a worshipper of God before
Paul preached the Gospel unto her, and at the time he preach-
ed to her, she had resorted with otker ¢ worshippers to the place
where prayer was wont to be made.” And Paul says also, that
the chief advantage that the Jews had over the Gentiles, was
(not that the Jews were saved, and the Gentiles all lost, but)
that 2o them were committed the oracles of God.

And of St. Peter, where he says that Christ was put to death
in the flesh, but quickened dy the Spirit; by whick, he went
and preacked to the spirits in prison, (which were sometime dis-
obedient,) WHEN oNcE tke long suffering of God, waited in the
days of Noak while the ark was preparing,”—and of Christ,
when he says, ‘that this és the condemnation,” (not that men
are born sinners, but that) ‘“Zight kas come into the world, and
that men have loved darkness rather than light, because their
deeds are evil.” “ Christ is also the true light, that Zighteth
every man that cometh into the world.”

And our Lord told the Jews, that they (the uncircumcised
Gentiles) should come from the east, and the west, and set down
with Abraham in the kingdom of God, whilst ye (by circum-



cision, Jews, and thereby) ¢ the children of the kingdom should
be cast out.”

And when Christ in his native village taught, and proved the
doctrine from the Scriptures, that there were many lepers in Is-
rael in the time of the prophet ; yet, (because of unbelief,) none
were healed but Naaman the Syrian, (an uncircumcised Gentile,)
‘‘and that although there were many widows in Israel in the
time of INesius the prophet, yet to none was he sent, (because
of their want of faith,)  but to a widow of Sarepta,” ( a widow
of the uncircumcised Gentiles.) The Jews were filled with
rage, and attempted to kill him, by casting him headlong down -
a steep place.

If in objection to this doctrine it be asked, * of what use then
is the preaching of the gospel to the heathen ?” i

. The answer is, that in the first place, those of them that are

saved without the gospel, by being faithful with one talent; if
they were to have five talents committed to them, (by having the
gospel,) they would be rewarded for ten talents instead of twe,
in the day when God shall judge the world by Jesus Christ.
" For our Saviour expressly says, that “he that is faithful in
that which is least, £ also faithfwl in that which is much,” and
then instead of simply saving their own souls, they would un-
doubtedly shine as the stars, and the firmament of heaven, be-
cause they had turned many to righteousness.

And in the second place, many that are now lost by burying

_their one talent, 3y impenitence, would then be saved. For
Christ said, that if Sodom and Gomorrah kad heard the gospel,
that the hardened Jews rejected, that they would have stood un-
til this day ; and if Tyre and Sidon ked keard it, they wenld
Aave repented in dust and ashes. And Ninevah did repent at the
preaching of Jonah. [We here see the awful responsibility that
rests upon the church, for not having sent ‘ the gospel to every
creature ;”’ for so sure as that * those who turn many to righte-
ousness, shall shine as the stars,” so surely will those be brought
to an account who had an opportunity, and have not done-it.]}

The conclusion is, that those that are faithful in that which is
least, by repenting when God convicts them of sin, will also be



faithful in that whi~h is much, by trusting in the blood of Christ
for the remission of their sins that are past, when forgiveness is
offered them through faith in his blood, as did Cornelius, whose
prayers and alms came up for a memorial before God, before he
heard the gospel, (and as did also others.)

And as Christ said to the Pharisees, in Matt. xxi. 32, that the
publicans and harlots believed John, but when ye saw it, ye re-
pented not, afterwards that ye might believe. And in another
place he asked them, * why repented ye not at the preaching of
John, that ye might believe, when he (Christ) came;” and in
John v. 46. “For kad ye believed Moses,” (i. e. the law,) “ye
would have believed me, (the gospel.) It shows, that no
man can believe until after he has repented.

CHAPTER IX.

Repentance towards God, is not sorrow for sin, but it is the
determination to forsake all sin, by doing the will of God in all
things, (as revealed in his word.) Thus it was with the son of
the man which was spoken of by Christ, who, when his father
said to him, * go work in my vineyard, and he said, I will not ;
but afterwards he repented, and went;” (i.e.) he determined 2o
&0, and then venz; the determination to go, was repentance, the
going was works meet for repentance. That sorrow for sin is
not repentance, is evident, from 2 Cor. vii. 10, it says, * Godly
sorrow worketh repentance,” d-c. (i. e.) if a man is sorry for do-
ing any thing, his sorrew will lead him to make up his mind to
do eo wo more. And thus it was with the prodigal son, when he
zremembered how ungrateful he had been to his father, and also
considered how many hired servants his father had, who had
bread enough, -and to spare whilst he perished with hunger ; it
led him to determine to return to his father, and say, ‘father, I
‘have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more
sworthy to be called thy son, but make me as one of thy hired
sarvants,” &c. His determination to return and confess, &c.
was repentance—his returning, was works meet for repentance.
There is cansiderable importance in-digcriminating between sor-
ow for sin, and repentence ; for it is pot at all times in the
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power of the sinner to feel sorry for his sins, but it is always in
his power to repent, (i. e.) he is always able to come to the de-
termination that he will now, and henceforth live to the will of
God, (he being his helper,) and thus ta comply with the Scrip-
ture, which says,  God Now commandeth all men every where
to repent.” :

Having thus shown the qualifications necessary to fit a per-
son for church membership, their truth will be substantiated by
reviewing some of the foregoing passages, and a few parallel
passages of Scripture. And firstly, the expression ‘ washing
away thy sins, calling upon the name of the Lord,” evidently
shows, that the subjects of baptism, were often (by their receiv-
ing it) cleansed from sin, by exercising faith in the blood of
Christ: And the baptism of the Holy Spirit would undoubtedly
always be given in connexion with, or immediately following
the baptism of water ; if the subjects were determined to deny
all ungodliness, and to live to the will of God, and were fully
instructed, (*for faith cometh by hearing,”) how to exercise
saving faith, (the exercising of which faith is simply to conclude
not only that their past sins aere forgiven, because Christ has
died, and thereby made full atonement for them all,; but that,
they have sALVATION through his BLoon.) The expression * call-
ing on the name of the Lord,” shows, that the persons, when
they were baptized, were in the habit of asking God to forgive
them their sins, and also save them from all (uncleanness or) un-
righteousness, by giving them the Holy Spirit which he had
promised, in Joel ii. 28, 32, where it says, that God would pour
out of his Spirit upon all flesh, and that whosoever should caLL
“upon the name of the Lord should be delivered (or saved ;) and
Jer. xxxi. 33, 34, where it says, that God will make a NEw cove-
NANT with the house of Israel, and this covenant is, that God will
after those days, (that is after the resurrection of Christ,) put his
law within them, and write it in their hearts—and that all should
know the Lord, from the least to the greatest; and that he wowld
Jorgive them their iniquity, and remember their sins no more ;
and in Ezk. xxxvi. 24—37 ; where God promised, that after he
bad cleansed them, by sprinkling clean water upon them, he



would then put his Spirit within them, and (t4us) cause them to
walk in his statutes, and keep his judgments and do them.

But, as has been before observed, they also ‘‘ called upon the
name of the Lord,” in order to obtain the salvation of their souls,
(i. e. they prayed,) in obedience to the requirement of God in
verse 37 of the same chapter—it says, “ THUs saiTH THE LomD
Gob, I will yet for this be inquired of by the house of Israel to
do 3t for them.” And thus we find in Luuke iii. 10-14, that the
multitudes, publicans, and soldiers (inquired of, or) asked John
what they should do, &c.—and likewise, we find in Luke iii. 21,
22, that Christ prayed when he was baptized, and then the hea-
vens were opened, and the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily
shape like a dove. And in Acts i. 14, we find that the disciples
continued (about ten days,) with great joy, and with one accord

" in prayer and supplication—praising and blessing God continu-
ally, until the day of Pentecost, (wasting for the fulfilment of the
promise of Christ, that God would give them the Holy Spirit,)
and then it fell upon them.—Acts iv. 31. ¢ Wken they had
prayed, they were all filled with the Holy Ghost. We also
find, that Cornelius prayed previous to his receiving the
Holy Ghost. And also the apostle prayed for the Samari-
tans, that they might receive the Holy Ghost—then they laid
their hands on them, and they received it. And in Acts xxii.
we have found that Paul was required to be baptized, and wash
away his sins ‘‘ calling upon the name of the Lord.”

Having thus shown that the subjects of baptism (as well as
those that administered it,) were in the practice of praying to
God for the gift of the Holy Ghost, (which God had promised,)
when they were baptizedl—and that they oftentimes received it
in that ordinance ; therefore, it might be made a great means of
receiving the birth of the Spirit.

Such an outpouring of the Spirit, and display of the divine
power, I have never seen, as I have witnessed accompanying
baptism, and the preaching upon the mode, and the passage of the
Red Sea by the Israelites, as illustrating the repentance, faith,
and baptism by the Holy Ghost, of those that seek salvation;
illustrating their repentance, by the Israelites leaving Egypt ;
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their baptism by water, and by the shedding of the Holy Ghost;
by the baptism or sprinkling with the cloud and with the sea ; their
passing through the otherwise impassable guilt and pollution of
sin, and thus being justified and made partaker of the Spirit by
having it shed upon them ; by looking at the full atonement for all
sin there was in the blood of Christ—illustrated, by the Israel-
ites standing still (at the command of Moses,) to see the salva-
tion of the Lord, when they could do nothing more, there being
no way of escape.

And such an illustration is scriptural, for those things were
¢ @ shadow of good things to come.”

CHAPTER X.

Some of those parallel passages that prove the membership of
persons who were not born of the Spirit will now be examined.

The first is 2 Peter i..19. He, after having (in the three
verses previous, given them the evidence of which he was an
eye witness, that Christ was the Messiah, (which was foretold
by the prophets,) says, *“ We have also a more sure word of
prophecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed as unto a
light that shineth in a dark place until the day dawn, and the
DAY-STAR ARISE ¢ your hearts.” *

Although this epistle was addressed to those who had obtain~
ed a like precious faith with Peter, yet from the fact that Christ
s *“ the BRIGHT and MORNING STAR,” it is evident that there were
some in those churches who had been taken in, (upon the bes
lief that Christ was the Messiah which was promised,) although
they had not been enlightened so as to believe with a heart unto
righteousness ; i. e. they had not that faith whereby ¢ Christ

* The Ol Testament, so far from being ‘‘ hard to be understood,” (if 1 may
be allowed the similitude,) in its types and shadows, is like a pictured alphabet,
and by its illustrations, the more easily enables the learner to comprehend the
plan of redemption. And if some that have been admitted into the church had
been taught from the prophets, until they kad decome lewned, they would not
then have required others to have the Spirit put within them before that they had
been sprinkled with clean water. And they would undoubtedly, by reasos of
use, have had their senses exercised to discern both *‘ good and evil,” and have
been able to have eaten the strong meat of the New Testament, and not in dax-
ger of ‘¢ wresting it with other Scriptures to their destruction.”



is formed in the heart the hope of glory,” (by which they should
be made partakers of the Divine nature by being baptized with
the Holy Ghost.)

- As Christ is * the dright and merning star,” he was undoubt-
edly the “day star ” which was to arise in their hearts, by their
diligent search of the prophets. Therefore, it is evident that
Christ was not yet formed (or ‘“risen”) in their hearts the hope
of glory : but that they were in obedience to the prophet, * fol-
lowing on to know, until they should know the Lord, whose go-
tngs forth were prepared as the morning,” and that ‘ should
also come umto them as the rain,” &c.

0™ Reasoning from the foregoing, how many there are, if
they had been united to the church by water baptism, when they
were desirous of fleeing from the wrath to come, (by denying
all ungodliness, and living to the wsll of God,) that would have
been saved by becoming * wise unto salvation” by walking
with the wise, for ¢ he that walketh with the wise shall become
wise,” that have been excluded from the church by those false
views, and have, therefore, by becoming ‘“the companions of
fools,” decome fools, (even to the saying in their hearts there is
“no God,”) and have been * destroyed.”

The next parallel passage that will be examined, is in Heb.
(for it was undoubtedly addressed unto such members that had
not attained unto faith in the blood of ¢ Christ for the blotting
out of their sins,”) that Paul addressed the following words.
He says, (after having said * for we that have believed Do ENTER
nto rest, there remaineth therefore a rest for the people of God ;
for he that 18 entered into rest hath ceased from from all his
works, as God did from his”’;) ¢let us labor, therefore, to enter
into this rest, lest any man fall after the same exampleJof un-
belief.” The expression, ‘he that Aatk entered ¢nto rest ” (i. e.
that hath believed to the receiving of the Spirit,) ¢ hatk ceased
from ali kis works, as God did from his,” corresponds with the
description which Paul has given in Romans, of the person that
is justified by faith in the blood of Chnst, as being ¢ kim that
worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly,
whose faith is imparted to him for righteousness.”



97

If it is asserted that the passages in 1 Peter i. 15-20, and
Heb. iii. 6-19, and chap. iv. and x. do not apply to such members
as are admitted into the church by water baptism before they
are born of the Spirit, I think it will be difficult for the oppo-
nents of the foregoing doctrine, to give a consistent definition of
their meaning. For if the “rest” alluded to in the quotation
from Heb. means Heaven, it would have been unreasonable in
the apostle to have urged them to enter Heaven without delay,
for no man can enter there until death. But that the ‘rest®
mentioned there does not mean Heaven, is evident, for he says
that * we that have believed ” (i. e. have believed in the blood
of Christ,) “do enter into rest.” And Paul urged those who
had not entered into this rest, to enter into it, lest they should
fall by sin, as those fell in the wilderness, because they, through
unbelief, had refused to enter into Canaan, the rest from their
journeyings in the wilderness.

That the doctrine of admitting members to the church (by
repentance and water baptism, in expectation that they will then,
or afterwards, be born of the spirit,) ean be abused as well as
any other doctrine of the Bible, will not be denied ; but if those
who are thus admitted, before they are born of the spirit, will
follow the directions that have been referred to in Pet. and Heb.
there will be no danger from the abuse of this doctrine.

This doctrine 'was abused in the time of the apostle, by
those who *‘ keld to A _form of godliness, but denied THE power ;*
and no doubt it will be in our day. And it assuredly will be
abused by all, (who, after they have been united to the church
by water baptism,) shall rest short of the baptism of the spirit,
by which they “ know that they are born of God,” *“and have
eternal life.” As every church member who kas bdeen born of
the spirit, if he does not live in the enjoyment of its abiding
within him, abuses his membership as much as the person
who neglects to obtain the baptism of the spirit after he has
joined the church by baptism ; therefore its liability to abuse is
no objection against it.



CHAPTER XI.

The Rev. J. Wesley, in his journal, gives an account of many
persons that have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, by their
partaking of the Lord’s Supper. (His mother was one of them.)
He likewise recommends the diligent attendance upon that or-
dinance, as a means of obtaining the birth of the Spirit, by
those who had not been previously born of it. And surely, if
it had been sin for those ta partake of it, who had not been
born of the Spirit, the Lord would not have baptized them with
the Holy Ghost whilst they were eating and drinking demna-
tson. It was the getting drunk at the Lord’s Supper, that was
the * drinking of damnation ” spoken of by St. Paul, but it was
not the eating of it before they were baptized with the Spirit.
Axnd furthermore, nore of the apostles were baptized with the
Spirit when they first partook of the supper, ¢ for the Spirit was
not yet given, because Christ was not yet glorified.” And to
Judas, whom Christ knew was a thief, and would also betray
him, he gave the bread and wine of the first supper, with his
own hands, because he had been confirmed in the church by
water baptism, and had not yet done any outward act whereby
he could be excommunicated.

From the foregoing facts, it is not only evident that a person
may eat of the supper before he is born of the Spirit, but
that it also might be a great means of penitent persons obtain-
ing the birtk of the Holy Spirit, who had not previously receiv-

-ed it. 'What would be more easy for them to understand, than
the fact, that they might as freely trust in the broken body and
shed blood of Christ, (both for acceptance with God, and the re-
newal, by the Holy Ghost,) as they might partake of the broken
bread and poured wine, now that they had been baptized?
Therefore, as any person under the law, who would eat the
passover, had a right to, by becoming circumcised ; so also, un-
der the Gospel, any person has a right to eat of the Loord’s Sup-
per, by repentance, and his being baptized with water. In like
manner, any petson who has repented, (by coming to the deter-
mination to do the will of God in all things,) may as freely
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trust in the blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all his past
sins, as the baptized person may eat of the Lord’s Supper.

In Scripture, the type is often called by the name of the anti-
type, and the antitype by the name of the type; (the not ob-
serving of which has led to the error of transubstantiation in the
Church of Rome.) Thus, when the Scriptures call Christ the
Lamb, it means (not that he was actually a lamb,) but that he
was that which was typified by the lamb. Likewise the calling
the Lamb the passover, means that it was the typeof Christ,
(slain,) who was tke real passover. i

So also when Christ says of the bread, * this is my body
which is broken for you,” &c.) he means that it is typical of his
broken body ; and likewise of the cup, And when he calls his
¢ flesh, bread indeed,” he means simply that bread typifies it ;
i. e. as men live literally by breaking (i. e, by eating) bread,
80 likewise in trusting in his broken body and shed blood, men
Uive spiritually ; (and not the absurdity that his body is actus
ally made out of flour, made into dough and then baked, instead
of its actually having been flesh and blood,)






PART THIRD.

INFANT BAPTISM COMPARED WITH THE BCRIPTURE

~

CHAPTER 1

* What saith the Saiﬁtnren," ““ how readest thou 1"

Peter (an inspired commentator on, and an eye witness of
the fulfilment of the Scriptures) says, in Acts iii. 22, 23,
quoting from Deut. xviii. 18, 19, *“ Moses truly said unto the
fathers, ¢ A Prophet,’ [i. e. Christ] shall the Lord God raise up
unto you of your brethren, like unto me ; him shall ye hear in
all things:” ¢ And it shall come to pass, that every soul which
will not hear that prophet shall be destroyed from among the peo-
ple;” thus showing that the Israel of God was not destroyed, and
& new Israel formed to whom God should fulfil the new cove-
nant which he had made, (the covenant was that “he would
put his Spirit in the house of Israel after those days,”) but that
those who would not obey should be cut off from Israel; and
will any body say, after reading Luke i. and ii., that Zacharias,
Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph and Nathaniel, (of whom Christ said
he was an Israelite indeed) were not of the spiritual Israel.

That Israel under the law is the same as the Israel under the
gospel, also corresponds with Paul in Rom. xi. 16 to 23 : speaking
of IsraEL, he says, “ and if the roor [Abrakam] be holy ; so
are the BRANCHES,” (i. e. the Jews ;) “and if soME [not all] of
the BrANCHES be broken off, and thou [a Gentile convert] being
a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them
partakest of the roor, and fatness of the olive tree;” *thou
wilt say, then the branches were broken of, thatI might be
graffed in. Well, because of unbelief they were broken off, and
thou standest by rarte.” * Behold therefore the goodness and

9*
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severity of God, on them whick fell severity ; but towards thee,
goodness, if thou continue inhis goodness ; otherwise thou shalt
be cut off : and they also if they abide not still iz unbelief, shall
be crarrFED IN,” ¢ AGAIN.”

That the church under the gospel is not a new church, but
the same as the church under the Jaw, is evident from the fact,
that the church, both under the law and the gospel, is called not
only the ckildren of Abrakam by faith, but Israel, as will be seen
by the following quotations: in Gen. xxxii. 28, it reads, * And he
said, thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel ; for as
a prince hast thou power with God, and witk men, and hast pre-
vailed ;” and we find by verse 12 of this chap. that he inherit-
ed the promise made to Abraham his father, ¢ that in him
[Abraham] all the nations of the earth should be blessed ;" w.
12 reads, * And thou saidst I will surely do thee good, and make
thy seep [or children] as the sand of the sea, which cannot be
numbered for multitude ;”” and we find in Rom. ix. 7, 8, that
this seed was not the natural descendants of Abraham, but gl
- believers, whether they were Jews or Gentiles: it reads, * Neither
because they are the seed [or ckildren] of Abraham, are they all
children, but in Isaac shall thy seed be called ; that is they which
are the children of the flesk, these are not the children of God,
but the ckildren of the proMisE are counted for the sEED,” i. e.
the children (3y faitk) in all nations (that God had promised
Abraham and Israel that they should be the fathers of,) tkey are
the children. That this promise included all believers circum-
cised and uncircumcised ; those under the law, and those undet
the gospel, is further evident from Rom. ii. 25 to 29: it says * for
circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law, but if thou bea
breaker of the law, shall not thy circumcision be counted for uncir-
cumcision?” *Therefore, if the uncircumcision keep the right-
evusness of the law, shall not his uncircumcision be counted for
oircumcision? For he is not a Jew [or Israelite] which is one out-
wardly, neither is that circumcision which is outward in the flesh.
But he #s a Jew,” [or child of Abraham] * which is one inwardly,
and circumcision is that of the heart, [in or by] the Spirit.”
And also in Rom. iv. 11, 12, 14, 18, 17, 18, 22, 23, 24, it reads,



“and he received the sign [or seal] of circumcision ; a. seal
of the righteousness of fasth—that he might e the father of el
them that believe, though they be not circumcised ; that righteous-
ness might be imputed to them also ; and the father of cireums
dston to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who
also walk in the steps of thet faith of our father Abraham.
For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void,
and the promise is of none effect : Therefore, it és of faith that
it might be by grace, to the end that the promise might be sure
to all the seed, [or believers] not to that omly which is of the
law, [or by natural descent] but to that also which is of the
faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, (as it is written}
have made the father of many nations)}—who against hope Be-
LIEVED in hope, that he might become the father of meny na-
tions: therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. Now
it was not written for kis sake alone, that it was fmputed to him ;
dut for us also, to whom it shall be tmputed, if we believe,” &c.:
and in Gal. ii. 2, §, 6,7,8,9, 11, 14, 18, 26, it also reads,
* This only would I learn of you, received ye the Spirit by the
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? He, therefore,
that ministereth to you ¢ke Spérit, [it now béing the dispensation
of the Spirit] doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the
hearing of faith? Even as Abraham believed God, and it was
accounted to him for righteousness. Knoto ye, therefore that
they which are of faith, the same are the chéildren of Abraham :
and the Scripture. foreseeing that Ged would justify the keathen
through faith, preached hefore gospel wnmto Abraham, saying,
in thee shall all nations be blessed. So then tkey which be of
Jaitk, ave blessed wiTH the faithfwul Abrakam : But that no man is
justified: by the law, in.the sight of God, it is evident; for the
fust shall live by faitA—that the blessing of Abraham might
come on the: Gentiles through Jesus Christ: that we might re-
ceive: the: prromise or SPIRIT through faith—for if the IN-
HERITANCE be of the law, it is no more of promise: but
God gaqve it To Abrakam, by promise. For ye are all the child-
rem of God by faith in Christ Jasus.””

And in Rom. iii. 29, 30; it reads~: “ I he the God of the Jews
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only? is he not also of the Gentilest Yes, of the Gentiles
also : seeing it is one God whick shall justifieth the circumcs-
séon” [or Jews] “by faith, and the uncircimcision” [or Gentiles]
“through faith.” The covenant, which was made with Abra-
ham, and is referred to in the foregoing quotations, is in Gen.
xvii. 5. It reads: ¢ Neither shall thy name any more be called
Abram ; but thy name shall be Abraham: for a father of many
unations have I made thee.”

CHAPTER 1L

In John i. 47, Christ (before the giving of the Spirit,) calls
Nathaniel * an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no guile !"
and that the true church under the law, and under the gospel,
is Israel, is evident from Rom. ix. 6. It reads: ¢ For they are
not @/l Israel that are of Israel ”—thereby plainly implying
that all believers are Israelites. If any should still doubt that
the church under the law, were the true Israel of God and chsl-
dren of Abraham, let him read Heb. xi. of whom (besides
passing over those, to mention whom, *time would fasl
him,”) Paul says, ‘ They aLL obtained a good report TEHROUGH
FAITH,” and all died in the FaITH, though they did not obtain the
PBOMISED SPIRIT. And, also, remember that ¢ they which Bz
OF FAITH, ARB BLESSED WITH FAITHFUL ABRAHAM.” That Israel
under the Zaw was the true church of God, is further evident
from Numbers xxiii. 7, 10, 19, 23, xxiv. 5, 9. It reads: ‘ Ba-
lak, the king of Moab, hath brought me” [Balaam] * from Aram,
saying, come, curse me Jacob, and, come, defy Israel. How
shall I curse, whom God 3ath not cursed ? or how shall I defy
whom the Lord Aath not defied ? for, from the top of the rocks
I see him, and from the hills I dekold him—who can count the
dust of Jacod, and the number of the fourth part of Israel. Let
me die the death of the righteous, and my last end de like his !
God is not man, that he should lie; neither the son of man,
that he should repent: hath he said, and skall ke not do it ? or
hath he spoken, and skall ke not make it good? Behold,1bhave
teceived commandment to bless, and he kath blessed : and I can-
got reverse it. He HATH NoT BREELD INIQUITY IN JACOB; NEI-
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THER hath ke SREN PERVERSION IN IsrABL. The Lord kés God és .
with kim, and the shout of a king is among them. God brought
them out of Egypt: he hath, as it were, the strength of an uni-
corn: surely, there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is
there any divination against Israel : according to this time it
shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, what hath God wrought ?
How goodly are thy tents, oh, Jacob, and thy tabernacles, o=,
IsrAERL : blessed is he that blesseth thee, and cursed is ke that
curseth thee.”

Jer. ii. 2,3, 12, 13, and 21, it reads : * Thus saith the Lord, I
remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine
espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a
land that was not sown. Israel was holiness unto the Lord.”
“Be astonished, oh, ye heavens, and be horribly afraid ; be ye
very desolate, saith the Lord, for my people have committed two
evils: they-have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and
have hewn them out cisterns—broken cisterns that can hold no
water. Yet I kad planted thee a moble vine, WHOLLY a rigt
seed.” The foregoing is only a specimen of the explicit proofs,
that the Scriptures abound with, that Israel, under the law, was
the spiritual Israel of God. In fact, a person might as well
deny the spirituality of the Israel of God under the gospel, asto
deny it under the law: that theywere the spiritual Israel under
the gospel, is fully settled by the quotations from Romans and
Galatians. ; :

Having thus shown that delievers in all ages were the churchk,
or IsraEL or Gob, it will be further shown that the church under
the gospel were the same Israel as the church under the law,
and not a new Israel, from the fact that the promises of * the
Spirit and a new keart’ made to believers (or the bouse of Israel)
were not. made to a new.churck of believers, or house of Israel,
but to the very same house (or children) of Israel, that existed
under the law, as the following quotations will fully show : Eze.
xxxvi, 16, 17, 18, 19,.20, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28: * Moreover the
word of the Liord came unto me, saying, son of man, when the
house of Israel dwelt in their own land, they defiled it, where-
fore I poured out my fury upon them, and [ scattered them
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among the heathen, and they were dispersed through the coun-
tries: But I had pity for my holy name, which the house of Is-
rael had profaned among the heathen: For I will take you from
among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and
will bring you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle cledn
water upon yok, a new heart also will 1 give you, and a new
spirit will I put within you; and I will take away the stomy
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh:
And I will puT MY sPIRIT within you, and cause you to walk in
my statutes; and ye skall keep my judgments and do them :
And ye shall dwell in the land I gave to your fathers.” Jer.
xxxi. 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37: ¢ Behold the days come, saith
the Lord, that I will make a new covenant,” [not will make a
new house of Israel,) ¢ with the house of Israel, not according to
the covenant that I made with your fathers in the day that I
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt,
(which covenant they brake, though I was a husband unto thein,
saith the Lord :) But zAés shall be tke covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel after those days” [the days of the death,
resurrection and ascension of Christ,] *saith the Lord: I will
put my law in tkeir inward parts, and write it in their hearts;
and I will be their God and they shall be my people : And they
shall teach no more every man his neighbor and every man ¥is
brother, saying, know ye the Lord : for they shall all know me,
from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the
Lord : for I will forgive their iniquities, and I will remember
their sins no more. Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun
for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the
stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves
thereof roar: the Lord of Hosts is his name : If these ordinan-
ces depart from before me, saith the Lord, then the seed of B~
rael shall cease from being a nation before me forever. Thus
saith the Lord, if heaven above can be measured, and the fotin-
dations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off aZd
the seed of Israel, for all they have done, saith the Lord.” -And
in Joel ii. 27, 28, 29: “ And ye shall know that -I am the midst
of Israel, and thdt I am tke Lord your God, and none else : and
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my people shall never be ashamed. And it shall come to pass
afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your old men
shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.
And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids, iz thase
days, will I pour out my Spirit.”

CHAPTER III.

Although the foregoing promises were made to the house of
Israel under the law, yet they were not fulfilled until after the
coming of the Messiah, as is evident from the following quota-
tions : John vii. 37, 38,39 : *In the last day, the great day of
the great feast, Jesus stood up and cried, saying, if any man
thirst let him come unto me and drink: He that believeth on
me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers
of living water. (But this he spake of the Spirit, which tkey
that delieve on him should receive,” [not had received,] * for the
Holy Ghost,” [which was prornised by the prophets to the house
of Iarael, i. e. believers,] * was NoT YET given BECAUSE that Jesus
was not yet glorified.” Also Acts i. 1,4, 5,8, 9; ii. 1, 4, §,
18, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 32, 33: ‘“ Jesus being assembled
together with them, commanded them that they should not de-
part from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise,” [i. e. the ful-
Silment of the promise of the Father in the prophets,] “which
saith he, ye have heard of me: for John truly baptized with
water, but ye skall be baptized with the Holy Ghost, not many
days hence;” “ but ye shall receive power after that the Holy
Ghost is.come upon you. And when he had spoken these things,
he was taken up, and a cloud received him out of their sight.”
“ Apd when the day of pentecost was fully come, they were all,
with ong accord, in one place,” and “all filled with the Holy
Ghost. And there were dwelling at Jerusalem, Jews, devout
men, out of every pation under heaven: and they were all amaz-
ed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, what meaneth thig?
Others mocking, said, these men are full of new wine. - But
Peter standing up, lifted up his voice and said unto them, thege
arenot drunken g3 ye suppose: pur TEM 15, THAT, which reas
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spoken by the prophet Joel : ¢ And it shall come to pass in the last
days, (saith God,) I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh ; and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy; and on my ser-
vants and on my handmaidens, I will pour out, in those days, of
my Spirit.” Jesus being by the right hand of God exalted, and
having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost,”
[i. e. Jesus having received the Holy Ghost which the Father
had promised in the prophets to give to the house of Israel after
those days,] “he hath shed forth this which ye now see and
hear.”

Also, 1 Peter i. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12.

It reads, ¢ Jesus Christ—whom having not seen ye,” [the
house of Israel, or believers under the gospel,] ‘love; in whom
(though now ye see him not,) yet believing, ye rejoice—recesving
(the end of your faith,) even the salvation of your souls—of which
salvation, the prophets have inguired and searched diligently—
who prophesied of the grace that should come unto vou,” [the
house of Israel, under the gospel] ‘‘searching what, or what
manner of TIME the Spirit of Christ, (which was in them,) did
signify, when it testified beforehand,” [by the prophets,] “ the
suffering of Christ and the glory” [or salvation of the soul by
the gift of the promised Spirit,] ¢ that should follow—unto them
it was revealed, that, not unto themselves,” [who were of Israel
under the law,] ¢ but unto us,” [who are of Israel under the gos-
pel,] “ they did minister the things, which are now reported
unto you by them, who have preached the gospel unto you with
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.”

Also, in Heb. viii. 8-12. x. 16, 17. Speaking of the gift of
the Spirit to Israel under the gospel, it says, *For finding fault
with them he saith, behold, the days come saith the Lord, when
Y will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with
the house of Judah : not according to the covenant I made with
their fathers—for this is the covenant I will make with ke Aouse
of Israel after those days,” [i. e. after the days of the suffering of
Christ,] * saith the Lord ; I will put my laws into ‘their mind,
and write them in their hearts: and, I will be to them a God,
end they shall be to me a people—for all shall know me, from
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the least to the greatest; for I will be merciful to their unrighte-
ousness, and their sins and their iniquities I will remember no
more.”

Thus showing by the few foregoing quotations (from the
prophets,) of the promises made to Israel, or believers under the
law, and a few quotations from the New Testament of the ful-
filment of those promises to Israel or believers under the gospel ;
that Israel under the law, and Israel under the gospel, were tke
same Israel (or church,) and not different Israels.

Having thus abundantly proved from the Scriptures, that the
Israel, or church of God, was the same, both under the law and
the gospel: And from Acts iii. 22,23 ; Deut. xviii. 15-19; Rom.
xi. 16-23; and Isa. Ixv. 15, that it was not destroyed and a new
one founded; but that THOSE ko would not OBEY SHOULD BE DE-
8TROYED from among his people, by being cuT OFF FROM THE GOOD
oLIvE TREE—that they should leave their name for a curse unto
his chosen (i. e. those that were not cut off,) for the Lord would
destroy them and call his servants by another name. -

And as all the children of the members of the church under
the law, were members of it at the coming of Christ, therefore, un-
til we can find some prophesy that foretells that the children of the
members of the church should be cut off under Christ’s reign, No
MAN HAS ANY RIGHT TO CUT THEM OFF. But it may be asked, where -
is there any prophesy that children should be continued in the
church under the dispensation of the Spirit? The answer is,
that IF THERE WAS NONE, as they were already in the church, no
man without THE COMMAND OF GOD, would have aNy
right to exclude them. But there is Scripture that foretells that
they shall enjoy the blessings of the dispensation of the Spirit,
(i. e.) that they were to inherit the kingdom of God under the
teign of the Messiah; it is foretold by the prophet where he
eays, (speaking of those that were to be called by another name,
i. e. christians,) “for THEY ARE the seed of the blessed of the
Lord, anp. THEIR oFFsPrING WITH THEM,” (not APTER THEM.)
And Peter, on the day of Pentecost, referring to this promise,
gays, “For the proMIsE 1s unto you, axp TO YOUR CHIL-
DREN—and to all that are afar off, even to as many as the

10
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Lord OUR God shall call.” This expression evidently means,
not only that the promise that they and their children should be
blessed ToGETHER ; but also, THAT THE cHILDREN of all those that
should believe, where the gospel should be preached, should be
blessed with their believing parents. And thus we find in ALL
INSTANCES where the heads of families were baptized, that their
household were baptized with them. And how would it other-
wise be possible for God, (as prophesied of,) to become * the
God of aLL THE FAMILIES oF THE EARTH,” for the instant that
one child is excluded (however young,) it s no longer o FAMILY
but @ PART OF ONE.

CHAPTER 1V.

That the kingdom of heaven spoken of, is the church under the
reign of ¢ Christ at the right hand of God exalted,” dispensing
the Spirit to all who believe, is evident; for St. Paul says, in
Romans, that “the kingdom of heaven is righteousness, [i. e.
the love of God shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost,
which is the fulfilling the whole law, i. e. all righteousness,]
and peace and joy in the HoLy Grost, for he that in these
things serveth Christ, is acceptable to God and approved of
man.” Furthermore, Christ said to the Pharisees, (when they
demanded of him when the kingdom of God should appear,)
that “it came not with observation, but it was within them,”
i. e. it was not a visible worldly kingdom, but that when
they found it, they would find it in their hearts; and John
to prepare the way of the Lord for his reign in this king-
dom, commanded the people to repent, for it was at hand, and
because he preached it at hand, Christ said he (John) was great-
er than any of the propkhets, yet the least in this kingdom was
greater than John ; he was not in it, being beheaded before the
Spirit was given.

That children WERE OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN ; i. e. the
church under the reign of Messiah, is put beyond a doubt, or
even a ground for cavil, by the King eternal himself ; for when
they brought LITTLE CHILDREN unto him that he might bless
them, his disciples forbade them, but Christ was soRE DISPLRASED,
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and said, suffer LITTLE CHILDREN lo come unto me, and forbid
them not, for OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF HEA- -
VEN ; and he laid his hand upon them and BLESSED THEM.
"(The blessing of the mighty God, surely is not an empty form,
“for whom the Lord blesses shall be blessed.”) Thus fulfilling
the prophesy, that they should be BLESSED WITH their parents.
And so FiT were little children to be MEMBERS oF IT, that Christ sat
one of them in the midst of his disciples, and said unto them
that unless they became comverted and BECAME AS THAT LITTLE
CHILD, they should in mowise enter into the kingdom of heaven,
i. e. they should never be born, or baptized with the Spirit.
That all infants are saved in the next world* is evident, from
Rom. v. 18:;it reads, * Therefore, as by the offence of one, yunc-
MENT came upon all men to condemnation, EVEN so by the right-
eousness of one, the free gift came upon ALL MEN unto JUSTIFICA-
TIoN of life;” and, as St. Paul says, that ¢ although sin is in
the world, yet that where no law is, THERE 1s No TRANSGRES-
sIoN, because sin is not imputed ;" therefore infants being inca-
pable of a knowledge of law, sin s not imputed to them ; there
being no sin imputed unto them, and as the free gift unto jus-
tification of life kas come upon them ; all that die in infancy go
to heaven ; and the circumstance that St, John, in Rev. saw in

* If it be objected that if all infants who die in infancy are saved, then it would
be better that all men should have died in infancy. We answer zo/ for as it is
as much better to shine as the stars and light, and the firmament for ever, because
we have turned many to righteousness, so much better it is to live to do good
works, and be instrumental in saving others, and be rewarded according to the
deeds done in the body, than it is to die in infancy and be simply saved. (Al
though this privilege, like that of the gospel will be to us, either of life unto life,
or of death unto death.) Where would the patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and
all that have been saved by them, have been, if either they or their fathers had
died in their infancy ?

If sinners will choose to risk eternal loss and pain, for the sake of enjoying the
pleasures of sin fora season, surely no reasonable man can reply against God, be-
cause he gives many the choice of enjoying ‘‘ @ far more ARD ETERNAL WEIGHT
OF GLORY,” although he gives them this privilege, at the risk of eternal pain, if
they do not improve it; for as man is an active being, and will ¢ scatter from
God, if he does not gather with him,” even so they must either treasure up
wrath against the day of wrath, or lay up treasures of eternal joys; for God will
reward every man according 10 the deeds done in the body.
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heaven, people of all nations, kingdoms and kindreds of the
earth, is strong evidence that the infants of all nations are saved ;
for there are many kindred and tongues that have been cut off,
who have never heard the gospel. And Christ says also, that
“if ye were blind, ye had not kad sin; but now ye say that ye
see ye have no cloak for your sin; therefore your sin remaineth,”
i. e. because ye kNow your duty aend do it not ; therefore your
sin s smputed to you; if ye knew it not, it wouLD NoT be imputed
to you. And as it has been shown that they are ALL dorn jus-
tified unto life, therefore all infants in the church azg, and if
justified, they are fit members of the church.

And the prophesy (which says, alluding to this dispensa- -
tion, *‘ they shall all know me, from the least to the greatest,”)
with the foregoing argument strongly intimates to be true,
if it does not positively prove, what was held by the whole pri-
mitive church, and by many of the holiest men which the church
has ever produced ; i. e. that * infants at their baptism, receive
the Holy Ghost,” or in other words, they are born of the Spirit,
when they are, by being baptized born of water, (and it has
been shown that in adults it was generally given in connexion
with, or following water baptism.)

If it is asserted that infants cannot receive the Holy Ghost, and
therefore that the Scriptures that foretell the gift of the Spirit to
all, “ from the least even unto the greatest,” cannot refer to in-
fants. The answer is, that they can, is evident from Luke i. 15,
41—44, where we find that John was filled with it from his earlzess
énfancy, and also the case of the children that cried * hosannah
to the son of David,” &c. in the temple, shows that they must
have been under its influence and direction, for ¢ No man can
say that Jesus is the Christ, but by the Holy Ghost;” they there-
fore called him the Christ by the Holy Ghost, and were fulfiling
the Scriptures that said, “out of the mouth of babes and suck-
lings thou hast perfected praise.”

If God could by his Spirit reveal Christ unto the children in
the temple, so that they should say hosannah, because that they
knew by it, that Christ was the Messiah. And also, if John,
in his extreme infancy, could by the Holy Ghost leap for joy at
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the sound of the voice of the mother of Christ ; then surely the
youngest children in any of the households (which were baptized
-with water by the apostles,) could rejoice in God when they
came also to be baptized with the Holy Ghost, by being blest
wilk their parents, (not after.)

How often do we hear children in early infancy, laugh aloud
for joy, when their parents rejoice; how much easier is it
then, for them to rejoice when God by baptizing whole house-
holds with the Spirit, performs the promises which say, ¢ ye are
the blessed of the Liord, and your offspring w1TE you,” and that.
“they skall all know me from the least to the greatest.”” The.
Rev. J. Wesley, (the founder of the Methodist connexion,) says
that he remembers the time when he lost (by known sin) the
Holy Ghost which he received by baptism in his infancy; he
being then eight or nine years old.

As blessings are given because of the faith of those that ask,
admitting the above to be correct, I do not know that the Spirit
would be given in Infant baptism, unless it was expected by
those who officiated in baptizing, either as ministers, parents, or
both.

Furthermore as adults can be baptized BEFORE tkey are
born of the Spirit, they can be baptized days, and if days,
WEEKS, months, and EVEN YEARS; (as at John's baptism) and 1p
YEARS, then they ARk, by being baptized in INFANCY, and as
they are made members by baptism.

Therefore, instead of the tautological ceremony of taking.
baptized children into the church, they ought -to be considered
as members of it; and, therefore, td be early taught, not only
to consider themselves members of the charch, and to deny
all ungodliness, and to do the will of God in every thing, but
also to reckon themselves justified from all sin by the blood of.
Christ. And they ought also to be taught that God has not
only promised to GIve THEM his Spirit, but that he wiLL cxa~
TAINLY DO IT.

And the church, then, instead of performing the ceremony of
taking baptized children into the church when they come to:
maturity, should in cases where they:had nuvt deen drought: -up

10*
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as they should have been, (after due attempts at their reform) pro-
ceed to expel them from it, as they would all other unworthy
members.

And the church ought to, in case that the parents or guardi-
ans of baptized children should die, (before they were established
in religion) see that they are put under proper instructors or
guardians, where they would both be taught to do the commands
of God, that he may bring upon them the blessings which he
has promised, and that they may also be treated as children of
the kingdom of God, and heirs of glory. That it is within the.
power of ALL PARENTS (not A PARENT, for a house divided cannot
stand,) to bring up their children so that they will certainly go to
heaven, is evident ; for God saysof Abraham, that ‘1 kxow tkat ke
wiL. COMMAND His cHILDREN, and household after him, and
they SHALL keep the way or THE Lorp, to do JUSTICE awnp
JUDGMENT, AT the Lord MAY BRING UPON ABrAHANM
THAT WHICH HE HATH SPOKEN oF HiM.” Gen. xvii. 19. And it
says in Proverbs, “‘CHASTEN THY SoN while there is yet hope, and
let not thy soul SPARE ror mis cryiNg.” * Withhold NOT cor-
RECTION from the CHILD, for, if thou beatest him with the rod, ks
shall not die: THoU SHALT BEAT him with the rop, and SHALT
DELIVER HIS SOUL FROM HELL,” ¢“CorrEcr thy son,
and he SHALL give DELIGHT unto THY souL.” Prov. xix. 18; xxiii.
1314; xxix. 17. And that those that do not bring up their chil-
dren as they should, commit a great sin, is evident from 1 Sam.
ii. 30, iii. 13. It reads: ¢ Wherefore, the Lord God of Israel
saith, I saip INDEED that THY HOUSE and the HOUSE OF THY FA-
taer SHOULD WALK BEFORE ME FOREVER: Jut now
THE LORD SAITH, Bk 1T FAR FrROM ME ; for them that HONOR
me, | wiLL HoNor, and they that DESPISE me, SHALL BE LIGHTLY
ESTEEMED.” “‘For I have told him that 1 WILL JUDGE HiS HOUSE
FOREVER, for the INIQUITY which he KNOWETH ; BECAUSE /is SON®
made themselves VILE, and he RESTRAINED THEM NoT.”

To be sure, a person would, in bringing up a child right, or
in reclaiming him from bad influence, find the same opposition
(from those who break God’s laws, in not bringing up their
children in obedience, or are the slaves of their own vile lusts,)
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as the church did of old in keeping any other of the commands
of God: yes, they would, if they had the power, as soon
destroy his character, put him in prison, or to death, as the trans-
gressors of God’s commands did his servants of old. But, if
any man, for fear of the persecution of God’s enemies, will let
his child grow up in disobedience, and an heir of perdition, such
a parent deserves the damnation of hell as muck, yes, more, than
for almost any other way he could deny Christ, by breaking his
commandments! What ! let his child’s souL and BoDY SUFFER
THE PAINS OF HELLFIRE, for the fear of the transgressors of God’s
commands! Why, he WOULD DESERVE A DOUBLE
DAMNATION. If a child was brought up in the maBiT (for
we are all the creatures of habit) of obeying his perents irn oll
things, he would as readily comply with any command of God
as with those of his parents : and if born of the Spirit, it would
be his delight; for the Scriptures command us to * train up a
child in the way he should go,” and God promises that * when
he is old he will not depart from it.”

CHAPTER V.

The Lord set a goodexample of government, when he broughs
up the children of Israel out of Egypt, (when he took them by
the hand, and became a father to them ; and a more rebellious
and disobedient set never were: they were like a child who has
acquired disobedient habits and peevish and perverse tempers
by the want of *“diligent” government by his parents, but) the
apostle says in Hebrews, referring to this circumstance, that
“EVERY TrANsGREssION and p1soBEDIENCE RECEIVED a juse
BECOMPENSE OF REWARD,” and the CONSEQUENCE was, that when
they entered the promised land, they WERE THOROUGHLY re-
formed, and SERVED God ALL the days of their lives.

So likewise now, if parents were to RULE their houses WELL,
HAVING their children IN SUBIECTION, ‘‘ruling with DILIGENCE,”
there is no doubt, that their children would grow up ornaments
and blessings to community. And if they were to live, tilled
with FartH and the HoLy GrosT, (like Zechariah, Elizabeth, Jo-
seph, and Mary,) walking in all the commandments and ordinan-
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ces of the Lord blameless, there is no doubt that THEIR children
would grow up filled with the Holy Ghost from their early in-
fancy, after having had clean water sprinkled upon them.

No child should EVER BE ALLOWED ?o do ANY THING, that he
has afterwards to be broken of, as God has commanded us to
put away ALL anger, wrath, clamor, and strife: now, as we are
the creatures of habst, (Dr. Combe to the contrary notwithstand-
ing,) therefore, the first time a child indulges in either of these,
or any other wrong temper, he should be punished, (according
to his age,) and warcaep DILIGENTLY, and just as severe a
punishment inflicted upon him on his repeating it again in the
least, as at first, and he will not do it again. The idea of wait-
ing until a child is two or three years old, before we break their
tempers, (as it is called,) is one of *‘the tender mercies of the
wicked THAT 18 cRUEL.” If children were taken in their early
infancy, and brought up in correct habits, they could be brought
up in as good habits : nd tempers, as we should choose, WITH-
OUT ANY TROUBLE, and with little or no whipping. They
would (instead of growing up with habits and tempers of vipers
and serpents, to go forth to bite and sting the pleasures of life)
grow up like olive plants around our tables—a sight that denign
HEAVEN would look upon with delight, and satan gnash his teeth
at. To be sure, they would have to be kept from all children,
and others who were not brought up as they should be; for tke
compaNIoNs of transgressors SHALL BE DESTROYED: and
& parent that DOES NoT ‘‘RULE their house WELL, HAVING their
children 1v suBJECTION,” should be avoided, for THEY are a MORAL
PBSTILENCE, tho? DESTROYETH #1 DARKNESS @nd WASTETH al noon-
day. 1 have seen a child in its infancy, that had become cross
and peevish, (by neglect,) crying and worrying day and night,
(by the parent’s followirig Mr. Wesley’s rule of breaking a child’s
temper as sooz as it shows any, he says, ‘ the sooner the bez-
ter,”’) the first time it showed anger, chastened (according te
its age) until ‘it: stopped crying; (we can alweys ascertain
when a child is chastened enough, for they are almost as happy
and cheerful, immediately after it, as a reclaimed backslider—so
trae -is the Seripture, that *folly is bound in the heart of »
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child, but the rod will drive it out ;”’) the next day also, before
the child thought of it, he commenced crying but stopped im-
mediately, and looked to see if his parent saw him. His parent
then chastened him as much as at first, and for six months fol-
lowing, that infant was the sweetest tempered and most con-
tented child I ever saw. In the whole time, it never fretted or
cried unless it happened to be hurt ; and it would always smile,
whenever he saw his parent looking at him, and also leave the
other from choice, to come to the one that had chastened him,
and there need never have been any more trouble with him,
His countenance changed from an unmeaning, fretful expres-
sion, to one of intelligence, contentment and happiness; he
having also been brought into regular habits, (a child should not
have too muck attention shown it, for they cannot always bear
prosperity, any more than ‘“children of a larger growth,”) it
would always obey a pleasant look, word, or even a motion of
a finger: [a frown, peevish [eeling, or threat, is as much out of
place in a well regulated family, as Satan in Paradise, a bad
dispositioned man, or perverse women, is in wedlock—the
entire three being only fit companions for fallen spirits:] and
any ‘“house” is not ‘‘IN subjection,” that needs any thing more to
insure obedience, than a cheerful request.

A person that brings up a child as he should, is a national
benefactor. He confers the greatest benefit possible on the na-
tion, the world, and the church. The influence of that child
will go on increasing, becoming broader and broader, higher
and still higher, until its floods spread from pole to pole, and
its rainbow-crowned waves break, with increasing strength
through endless ages, upon the shores of bliss, eternal life, and
heaven ; whilst a child that grows up in disobedience, (however
much he may be educated and polished, or whatever amount of
wealth he may inherit,) is the greatest curse possible to entail
upon the world; whose bitter and poisonous waters shall spread
vice, blight, sorrow, infamy, and death ; dashing wider and
deeper down the dark abyss of unending wo—whilst eternity
alone shall be able to show the vast amount-of good by kim de-
stroyed, and wo produced. The first child of a family, left to
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himself, is a spreading infection to all that are after it: whilst
the first, brought up in the way he should go, is as a guardian
angel from heaven, to watch over, withdraw from vice, and lead
in the paths of virtue, all of his younger brothers and sisters;
and a parent that suffers a child toindulge in any vicious habit,
is a monster! A disobedient child is such a moral pestilence,
that divine benevolence required (before the gospel) that every
one in his church should be stoned to death; and it was, un-
doubtedly, from the circumstance of their dead bodies being ex-
posed and torn by fowls of prey, as a warning to unfaithful pa-
rents, that the proverb arose, “that the eye that scorned to obey
father or mother, the ravens of the valley shall pluck it out, and -
the young eagle shall eat it.” And if that Jaw should be enforced
now, how many of the children of parents, (who are glorying in
their shame,) that are seeking their proper level in the haunts of
vice and infamy, would have their torn bodies exposed—a dis-
gusting prey to the fowls of heaven—as loathsome to the sight,
as their moral character is to the mind.

At the coming of Christ, we have found that the church was
in existence, and that all the members of it that received Christ,
by believing on him, remained ¢n it ; and as their children were
already members—and as there is no proof that their children
were ever cut off, but on the contrary, when some of the disci-
ples (like our Baptist brethren, who ask * what good can bap-
tism do them ?”) forbade those who brought little children unto
Christ, he being sore displeased, said, * suffer little children to
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such are the kingdom
of heaven:” (i.e.) infants belong to the kingdom of heaven;
(therefore, surely all who are fit members of the kingdom of hea-
ven, are fit subjects for baptism.)

It is often asked, ‘‘what good can baptism do children, before
they are old enough to exercise faith ? The answer is, it will
do them as much good, at least, as circumcision did the chil-
dren and household of Abraham, when it made them all mem-
bers of the church ; and as every soul that was not circumcised,
was cut off from the church, so likewise, every infant, as well
as every adult that is not baptized, is cut off from it.
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Baptism, will also do the children of believers as much good
now, as it did the children of the church when they WERE ALL
BAPTIZED unto Moses, with the cloud and witk the sea; ror
ALL THE BAPTIZED CHILDREN (who had not arrived at the years of
accountability when they were baptized ;) went into, and possess-
ED the good land, whilst their bdptized fatherswere all cut off in
the wilderness, with the exception of Caleb and Joshua. And
you will please remember, that * whatever was written afore-
time, was written for our instruction.”

N. B. The BAPTISM ar THE RED SEA, POSITIVELY
PROVES INFANT BAPTISM—{or Paul speaking of the Jew-
ish nation, says, * they were all baptized.”” Whatever ground-
less objections may be brought against there having been infants
baptized in the numerous households mentioned in the New
Testament, BEcAUSE that infants were not SPECIALLY mentioned ;
yet, as INFANTS WERE BAPTIZED when the Jewish nation was—so,
surely can no nation be baptized without baptizing their infants,
although they were not specially mentioned, when Christ com-
manded to *‘baptize all nations ;" (he did not say, all adult be-
lievers.) The prophet, as has been observed, must have surely
taught infant church membership, when he says, that “God
ehall be the God of ll THE FAMILIES oF THE EARTH.”

CHAPTER VL

In Rom. iv. 8, 11, 23, ‘we find that circumcision * was a SEAL or
#1GN of THE FAITH, that was imputed to Abraeham for righteous-
ness ;”’ and wWHICH justifies ALL, whether under the law or under
the gospel. And upon Abraham’s exercising this fa:th that jus-
tified him—the sign of his being a believer, (and therefore a
member of the church of Christ,) was put doth upon himself,
and oN HIs sON ALso: and not only was the soN of Abraham
made a member of the church, but also every Jewish child was
BOEN a member, and were only cuT ofF BY their parents neglect-
ing to have the males circumcised when they were eight days
old ; and every heathen who was converted to Judaism, was cir-
cumscribed with all his males, thus adding his whole family to
the church. And I see no more reason why the children of be-
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Lievers under the gospel, should be excluded from the Lord’s
supper, than they should have been from the passover—(all the
circumcised children ate of it.) A person could have “eaten
and drank damnation,” by drunkenness and gluttony, at the
passover, as well as at the Lord's supper; for NO glutton
or drunkard shall inherit eternal life. That they ate and
drank damnation (not discerning the Lord’s body) by glut-
tony and drunkenness, is evident ; for the apostle says, ‘‘one was
drunken, and another was hungry.”

And as Abraham and his household, and all others were ad-
mitted into the church by circumcision, so likewise in the times
of the apostles, WHENEVER (for there was not a single exception,)
the head of a family believed in Christ, they with their house-
hold were ALso admitted into the church By BAPTISM: (and as
“ there is neither male nor female in Christ Jesus,”’) females as
well as males are admitted by baptism. That baptism has taken
the place of circumcision, and is the same to the church as cir
cumcision was, has been already shown in Col. ii. 11, 12. Part
I. and IL

To baptize the second time, might not in itself be considered
wrong, yet as God HAs ProMISED to put his Spirit within us,
AFTER that “clean water is sprinkled upon us,” by *“our ingui-
ring of him 1o po IT;” therefore, to administer water baptism
the second time, is virtually doubting his promise, and charging
him with falsehood. And, furthermore, every person who has
repented, (by determining to live to the will of God in all things,)
ought to expect and believe, (upon his being ¢ sprinkled with
clean water,”’) that his sins ARE rorGIveEN, and that Gop
WILL GIVE miv tHE HoLY GHoST.

Furthermore, it has been shown that the church is represent-
ed in Rom. xi. (not as having been destroyed at the coming of
Christ, and another formed in its stead, but,) as “an olive tree,”
a PART OF WHOSE BRANCHES WERE BROKEN OFF, and those Gentiles
who believed, as being GRAFFED IN amongst the Jewish branches,
which HAD NOT BEEN BROKEN OFF, they having received the Mes-
siah at his coming, (by the baptism of John,)—and that their
children were already members—and that instead of their hav-
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ing been any prophesy, or account that they either should be, or
were, cut off from the church, under the dispensation of the Spi-
rit, (which is the kingdom of heaven:) That the prophesy not
only said, that they should be blessed with their parents, but that
Christ also blessed them because THEY WERE OF THE KINGDOM OF
HEAVEN—and that St. Peter also on the day of Pentecost, prov-
ed from the Scriptures, that the promise was to the parents and
children of all the Lord God should call. And it was also
shown, that the children were such fit sudjects for the church,
under the dispensation of the Spirit, (i. e. kingdom of heaven,)
that all persons had to become like them before they could en-
ter it.

And as Christ said, that no man could enter the kingdom of
heaven, unless he was born, (i. e.) BAPTIZED oF WATER and of
THE HOLY GHOST : therefore as he said, LiTTLE cHILDREN WERE
OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, they must OF NECESSITY have been
baptized BoTH with ‘ clean water, AND witH the Holy Ghost :”
than this, nothing can be more conclusive.

We find that the Pharisees and Sadducees were of the branches
that were cut off from the church or people of God, for they diso-
beyed, “not being baptized;” thus refusing to receive the king-
dom of heaven, wkick they could not enter but by the sprinkling
of clean water,* and of the Spirit ; they furthermore hindered

*We here see the truth of the words of our Saviour, when he says, that ** with
the judgment ye judge, YE SHALL BE JUDGED.” The ‘‘ CLoSE" advocates of immer-
sion hold, that they are the oXLY visible church of Christ—that ¢ all other deno-
minations, [although they may e christians,] are not of it;”” but as we have seen
that No man can enter the kingdom of heaven, (i. e. church of Christ) unless he
18 BOTH borr of water, [by being cleansed, by having clean water sprinkled upon
him,] and of the Holy Ghost, by having it *‘ shed upon him by Jesus Christ;”
and furthermore, as Christ said, IN VAIN Do YE SERVE ME teaching for doctrines
the commandments of men,” therefore imuxrsioN IS IN VAIN, being (not a com-
mand of God,) but a doctrine of *‘unlearned” maN, who has WBERITED the
Bcriptures,” which says, that ‘* God WILL sprinkle clean water upon them, [ i. e.
his people,] and they shall be clean ;" from those that say in the same place,
that he *‘ will put kis Spirit within them,” (thus fulfilling the new covenant;)
[and St. Peter says, that this cleansing, is not the putting away of the filth of
the flesh, but the of a good ¢ ience towards God, (i. e.) it saves them,
for by it they have the remission of their sins, as proved in Part II.] Thus they
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those that were entering, i. e. * Judea and all Jerusalem,” who
were baptized, and by thus obeying, were continued inthe church,
not being cut off unless they afterwards rejected the gospel. For
the proof that the kingdom of heaven is the PERSONAL REIGN OF
CHRIST OVER HIS CHURCH, see Dan. ii. 44, vii. 13, 14, 18, 27.
““And in the days of these kings, shall the Gop oF HEAVEN SET
UP A KINGDOM, whick shall never be destroyed ; and the kingdom
shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.” “I saw in the
night visions, one like the Son of Man come with the clouds of
heaven, and came to the ANCIENT oF DAYS, and they brought him
near before him, and there was given him DoMINION and GLoRY
and a xINGDOM, that all people, nations, and languages, should
serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall
not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be de-
_ stroyed.” “But the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness
of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the
people of the MosT HIGH, WHOSE KINGDOM i3 an everlasting
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.”

Chap. ix. 24, 25, 26, ‘ seventy weeks are determined upon
my people [i. e. the Jews,] and upon the holy city, to finish the
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make recon-
ciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness,
and to SEAL UP THE VISION AND PROPHESY, and to ANOINT THE
MOST HOLY. Know ye therefore, and understand, that from
the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Je-
rusalem unto the MEssiag, the PRINCE, shall be seven weeks,
and three score and two weeks; the streets shall be built again,
and the wall, even in troublous times.

“ And after three-score and two weeks shall MEssiAH BE cUT
OFF, BUT not for himself; and the people of the prince shall
come and destroy the ciTy and the saNcTUARY.”

Isa. ix. 6, 7, *“ For unto us a cHILD s dorn, unto us a soN is
given, and the GoVERNMENT shall be upon his shoulders ; and his

have excluded themselves from the kingdom of heaven, by BREAKING THE COM-
MAKD OF GOD, which says, ‘‘ WHAT God has joined together, let KO MAN PUT ASUN-
DER.”
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NANME shall be called WONDERFUL COUNSELLOR, THE
MIGHTY GOD, THE EVERLASTING FATHER, THE
PRINCE OF PEACE, of the INCREASE of his GOVERNMENT AND
PEACE, there shall be no end, upon THE THRONE OF DAYVID,
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judg-
ment and with justice, FrRoM HENCEForTH, EVEN FOREVER.”

Luke i. 31, 32, 33, ‘ But behold thou shalt” * bring forth a
soN, and shalt call his name JESUS; he shall be great, and
shall be called the SON or Tae HIGHEST ; and the LORD
GOD shall give him THE THRONE oF r1s FATHER DAVID;
and he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever ; anp or HIS
KINGDOM THERE SHALL BE NO END.” Actsii. 31,
33, ‘he seeing this before, spake of resurrection of Christ,
(that his soul should not be left in hell.)  Therefore, BEING BY
THE RIGHT HAND OF GoD EXALTED, and having recetved (of the
Father the promise of) THE HoLy GHost, he hath shed forth
this which ye now see and hear.” Rom. xiv. 17, 18, * for the
KINGDOM OF GOD is not meat and drink, but RIGHT-
EOUSNESS [i. e. love,] and PEACE, and JOY in the HoLy
GHosT, for he that in these things SERVETH CHRIST is acceptable
to God and approved of men.”

Rev.i. 8,18. “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the ending, saith the Logp, which 1s, and whick was, and whick
1s To coME.” “Iam he that LIVETH and was DEAD ; behold 1
am ALIVE FOREVER MORE, amen; and I have the keys of death
and hell.” iv. 8, “ And they rest not day and night, saying,
holy, holy, holy LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, which was and 1s,
and IS TO COME.

CHAPTER VIIL

In the fulfilment of the prophesy in Isaiah, that said that God
should destroy the unbelieving Jews, and call his servants by
another name, believers were first called CHRISTIANS at An-
tioch. The word CHrisTIAN #s derived from Carist, which
means THE ANOINTED ; therefore, ‘‘ CHRIsTIANS” ARE the
ANOINTED ONES.

CHrisT was anointed with the oL of gladness above his fel-
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lows: for 1x Hoe dwells aLL THE FULNESs or THE GODHEAD
BODILY, by the Spirit being given to him without measure. He
is AnorNTED @ PRIEST, (by offering himself once an offering for
sins, and hath perfected forever them that are sanctified,) THE
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS and is seated at
the right hand'of God, on the THRONE OF THE UNIVERSE, TO REIGN
FoRevER. His Aead and his hairs white like wool, wHITE as
sNow, and his countenance out-shining the sun in its strength ;
his eyeslike a flame of fire, and a rainbow about liis head ; his feet
like unto fine brass, as if burned in a furnace ; on his head many
érowne—his name is the Worp oF Gop : on his thigha name is
written, Kine or Kines ANp Lorp oF Lorps; and every creature
WHICH I8 IN HEAVEN, and on the earth and under the earth, and such
as are in the sea, and all that are in them say: BLEssiNG, and
HONOE, and GLORY, and POWER, be unto HIM that sitteth upon
the THRONE, and unto THE LAMB FoREVER and FOREVER.

Every believer, by being baptized with the Spirit, is filled with
the HoLy GHosT,and anointed to be a KING AND A PRIEST unto God,
(by offering up of the atoning blood and broken body of Christ, for
the forgivenessof their sins, and acceptance with God, thus over-
coming their sins by faith in his blood,) to reign with Christ sitting
on his throne, as he hasovercome, and sat down on his Father’s
throne. This honor have all his saints, to have the high praises of
God in their mouths, and a sharp two-edged sword in their hand,
to execute the vengeance upon the heathen, and punishment upon
the people, to bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with
fetters of iron; to execute the judgment written—for they also
shall judge angels; and their vile bodies shall, in the resur-
rection, be fashioned LikR UNTO Christ’s glorious body. THEY
SHALL BE LIKE HIM, For THEY SHALL SEE HIM AS HE IS.

THEREFORE, let those who have not the baptism of the Holy
Ghost by this “anointing,” remember that THEY ARE NONE OF
ms. AND, SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN and its
righteousness, (and then all other things shall be added also.)

DEDICATED TO ALL THAT LOVE THE TRUTH, BY
THE AUTHOR.























