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BAPTISM. 

" Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jernaalem, 
"And see now, and know, and aeek in the brqad places thereof, 
"Ifye can find a man, ii there be any (that executethjudgment,} 

" That seeketh the truth; and-I will pardon it." 
J:n. v.1. 

PART FIRST. 

THE MODE OF BAP'l'ISM PROVED, AND THE MEANING OF THE 

WORD "BAPTIZO" DEFINED FROM THE SCRIPTURES. 

CHAPTER I. 
" One Lord, one :lhith, one Baptism,"-EPH. IV,, 5. 

The Scriptures inform us that whatsoe:tJer makes manife,t, is 
light ; and that every one that doeth righteousne�s, cometh to 
the light, but that ev�ry one that doeth evil, hateth the light (or 
that which makes manifest,) neither cometh to it, lest hls deeds 
should be reproved. 

· Many are of an opinion that we are to disregard the sentiments
of others upon disputed points in theology, and that all that is 
necessary for us to do, to find out the truth, is, that we examine 
the Scriptures without any regard to the opinions of others, and 
that the Holy Ghost will lead us µito all truth. Whilst on the 
contrary, (so far from their qpinicm being correct,) St. Paul com­
mands us not to despise prophesyings, (or the teachings of oth• 
ers,) but to prove all things, and to hold fast that which is good, 
(and the way to prove all things is for. us to go " to the law and 
the testimony,") and if they speak not according to this word, it 
is becaus� 11 there is no light in �em." And, furthermore, the 
Berans were called·nol,h not because they de,pi,ed the teachings 
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of others, but becau8e they 1Mrcked tke Scripture, daily to see 
whether the things spoken by St. Paul were so. And in Ro­
mans, St. Paul says, that" we cannot believe on him of whom 
we have not heard," and that we" cannDt hear '1.Di,t/u,u,t • preach­
er ;" and we find that tha Eunuch, although he was reading the 
Scriptures that refened to Christ, knew not to whom they re­
fened, until he had some one to instruct him ; likewise Corne­
lius and ·St. Paul, (and we have reason to think that each were 
familiar with the Scriptures,) had need to be instructed by others. 

Whatever doctrine a person is educated in, or embraces in 
after life, he will not only believe, but he will also have a strong 
desire to have it true, whether it be Christianity, Infidelity, Ma­
hometanism, Unitarianism, Calvinism, Arm.inianism, Universal­
ism, or any other ism. Notwithstanding, however strongly a per­
son (who believes the Bible to be true,) may become attached to 
any doctrine, by his simply obeying the command to "prO'De all

thing, and hold Ja,t that which is good," if he hold to the truth, 
he will become the more confirmed in it, and if he hold to enor 
he will be cleansed from it, when ·sufficient proof is presented 
to him, by being led into all truth. Whilst, on the other hand, 
those " that will not receive the luoe of the truth," God says 
that he "will send them strong delusions, that they might 
believe a lie, and that they might all be damned, who be­

liet,ed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." 
And that " the" very " prayer of those that turn away their ears 
from hearing the law, shall be an abomination." 

It may, however, be objected, that the believing of the follow­
ing doctrine aright, is not nticessary to our salvation. Admit­
ting that it is not, yet if any, to j<nJOr their prejudices or precon­
ceii,ed opinions, refuse to prove any thing, however unimportant 
in itself, they are so far unfaithful to the command which says 
" prooe all thing,;" and as those that are unfaithful in that which 
is least, are unfaithful in that which is much, they also will fall 
under the curse, for it says that they olJ, might be damned who 
ceived not the luoe of the truth, &c., and by parity of reasoning, 
if we Zo,,e the truth in that which is greatest, we also luoe the 
truth in that which is lea,t. 
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There are two classes of persons that fall under the curse;. 
the one class fall under the curse of "trusting in man," by be• 
lieving what they are taught, without examining the Scriptures 
to see whether the things taught them are so. The other class 
fall under the curse of not "proving all things," by lightly es• 
teeming the teachings of others upon the Scriptures, and pro­
fessing to take the Bible and the Holy Spirit to be their only 
instructors in divine truth, without paying any regard to the 
teaehings of those who differ with them on disputed points in 
doctrine. 

If the scriptural rule of" proving all things" by" the law and 
the testimony," were not only received by Protestants, but uni­
versally promulgated, and its importance duly insisted upon, 
their children, and all others within their influence, that had not 
become Roman Catholics, would become impregnable to Roman­
ism, (for Romanism positively prohibits the proving all things 
from the Scriptures, whilst the Bible positively commands it !) 
and Protestants would then soon see eye to eye in all things, for 
they would no longer require one another to believe what the 
Scriptures did not clearly teach; and what the Scriptures did 
teach, all would be very easily convinced of, by seeing it clearly 
proved from them. To be sure there would be many doctrinal 
right hands cut off, and right eyes plucked out, among the dif­
ferent denominations, but it would be great gain to the cause 
of Christ, for when the plants (or doctrines) "that were not of 
his heavenly Father's planting, were plucked up," his servants 
would then undoubtedly.spend the time (that they once spent in 
teaching "for doctrines the commandments of men,") in culti­
vating those plants that were of his heavenly Father's planting. 

So far as any professed believer in the authenticity of the 
Scriptures refuses to prove all things " by the law and the testi­
mony," he is in spirit a Romanist, whatever creed he may pro­
fess ; and in inculcating his doctrines, if others should prove from 
the Scriptures that they were erroneous, he would find his heart 
filled with deceit, debate, emulation, strife, anger, hatred, and 
revenge, (and the Scriptures teach us that they that do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God ;) and at other tunes 
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with every evil passion and lust that the word of God forbids. 
And he would, if outward restraints were taken off, promulgate 
his doctrines by compulsion, proscription and persecution, that 
should not be surpassed by the horrid cruelties of the Inquisition, 
torture, rack, and the stake ! 

Whilst, on the other hand, the person that proves all things 

from the Scriptures, and holds fast that which is good, (if he has 
living faith in the blood of Christ, although he may reprove the 
holders of error sharply, that they may be sound in the faith,) 
will, whatever error he may examine or oppose, find his heart 
filled with love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, meek­
ness, goodness, &c., and the Scriptures say, that against ,uck 

persons there is no law. 
The proving all things from the law and the testimony, is the 

very essence of Protestantism ; and the refusing to prove all 
things from the Scriptures, is the very essence of Romanism, 
and arises from the love of error, and a want of the lrn,e of trutk. 
The one fills the earth with error, sin and misery; whilst the 
other would fill the heart with faith and holiness, and the earth 
with OBEDIENCE AND HAPPINESS. 

The first passage of Scripture that will be examined, in proof 
of the mode, and deffinition of the word Baptize, is Matt. iii. 16. 
It reads, "And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straigkt-
11Jay out of the water." 

Our Baptist brethren conclude, that because our English trans­
lation reads that Jesus went up out of the water, that it is posi•
tive proof that he went in the water, and if in, that it is strong 
circumstantial evidence that he went in to be immersed ; for if 
he had only been sprinkled, he _would have been more likely to 
have stood upon the brink of the river, and instead of the pas­
sage reading as it does, it would have read thus-" and Jesus, 
when he was baptized, went up straightway from the water." 

In examining the Greek testament, we find that the Greek 
preposition (tl«'�) apo, which_ is translated in the English version 
up, " out of," is the same word that the Evangelist would have 
used, if he had wished to have said that Jesus, when he was 
baptized, went up straightway "from" the �ter. And thus the 
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Evangelist uses it nine verses previous, in the same chapter, 
where it cannot be rendered <1Ut of without doing violence to the 
context. It reads, " 0 generation of vipers, who hath warned 
you to flee apo, jrom the wrath to come." It is evident 
that they could not have fled <1Ut of wrath that -wcu to come, sim-
ply because they were not in it. 

" In the five first books of the New Testament, apo, is trans­
lated from 236 times, and <1Ut of only 46 times." 

The Greek prepositions apo and (dx) ek, which are translated 
from, of, <1Ut of, &c. And the prepositions (sl,) eis, and (iv) en, 
that are translated t<YWards, near to, umo, to, at, by, with, on, 
upon, into, &c., are not confined in their meaning to any one 
of their different definitions, unless they are thus defined by 
their context. They do not fix the meaning of the context, but 
it fixes theirs. And when the context does not fix their mean­
ing, for any person to attempt to build a doctrine upon them, 
shows either ignorance of their definitions or a conscious lack of 
a more substantial foundation.• 

The Greek preposition (en) in the New Testament, is render• 
ed at more than 100 times, with 160 times, and by about 100 
times. 

(Sv,) "En," in the following passages, refers to the places 
where they were baptized, and not to the me.de c,f baptism.­
Thus John baptized in the wilderness-in Bethabara4eyoncl 
Jordan-in Enon. And the expression he baptized in Jordan, 
means simply that he baptized by or at .Jordan, or with the wa­
ter of Jordan. In many places it is used .. to denote the instru• 
ment used, and not the manner of using it. Thus in Luke xi. 

" Wi&hout in the leut impeaehmg the int�grity or the def'enden olimmeraion, 
I would aak t1Jhnt dependence can be put upon their definitiona or the Greek pre­
poaitio1111, and other words, when they have, in their zeal for what they conaci­
entiously believe to be true, quoted the writingll ol POOl)baptiat divines in ,uch a 
manner that the uninformed reader Is innitably led to the belief, that thoae divine• 
held thpt baptize maant OAlv to inwMrae, and &hat they alao believed that all the 
baptisms recorded in the New Testament_., performed by immeraion, i. e. that 
they held that the Greek prepositions ei#, f11, apo, ek, &e., meant nothing but , 
tcithin, into, out of, up out' of, and not alao at, to, tcith, by, from, &c., and that 
bapru:emeantnothing butimmene. See" Scriptme Guide to Baptiam," pagee 7 
to 9, publiahed by the Baptiata. 
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19, for example, it reads ( dv BIIA{&/3ou>..-en Beelzeooul,) "by Beel­

zebub." 20, (dv oa.xni>,'t' @&oii-en daktulo Theuu,) by or with the 
finger of God. It reads, "And if I (en) by Beelzebub cast out 
devils, by whom do your sons cast them out 1 Therefore they 
shall be your judges. But if I (en) by the finger of God cast 
out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you."­

And also where it reads he shall baptize you (en) with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire. 

The advocates of immersion assert, that the reason the Greek 
word Baptizo was not rendered immerae by the translators, was 
because the majority of them belonged to the Church of Eng• 
land, and therefore held to sprinkling; and that, in every in­
stance in the New Testament, where the administration of the 
ordinance of baptism is mentioned, they have translated the 
context favorable to sprinkling . 

. But so far from this as1ertion being correct, the translators 
have, in every instance where the administration of the ordi­
nance of baptism is spoken of, translated the context favorable to 
immersion.t Although it might, with equal propriety, have been 
tral\slated to favor baptism by sprinkling. For instance, in the 
baptism of Christ by John, the preposition apo, which they haTe 
rendered out of, as has already been shown, might, with equal 
propriety, have been translatedfrom. It depended entirely up• 
on the preconceived opinions of the translators, whether it should 
be translated to favor immersion or sprinkling, and not upon the 
meaning of the context, as will be shown when those passages 
are examined ; and as the English prepositions are far more 
definite in their meaning than the Greek, the translators were 
under the neceaaity of using English prepositions to favor either 
immersion or sprinkling; and as they had been educated to be­
lieve in immersion, they of course used prepositions that would 

t The tmnalation "with water," "with the Holy Ghoet," and "with fire ;" &c • 
. &c., (although in some of the early tranalaiiOD8 toen rendered "in the Holy 
Ghoet"-"in fire"-"in water," &c. &c.), ii not an exception to the above; for 
the ,ontu:t evidently refers the prepoeition to to1,at WB& used, and not to the man-· 
_ _. ol using it. Therefore, although the tramlaton held to immenion, yet they 
were, from the coniext, under die neces1ity of rendering it " 'l'l'lTH," inatead of 
"ii.'' 
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favor it ; and their having translated the passa�s in the con• 
text to favor immersion, is tke 01U1J reQ.8on why so J:!lany, in 
reading the New Testament, have come to the conclusion that 
the baptisms there mentioned were administered by that mode ; 
and it is very evident, that if the context in these passages had 
been rendered favorable to sprinkling, that the most of the pre­
sent advocates of immersion would never have conceived the 
idea of baptism by immersion. 

The reason that the preposition apo, was translated uut of 
instead of from, ( and thus to favor the doctrine of immer­
sion,) was because the majority of the ·translators were of the 
church of England, and of course held to immersion, as is 
evident from the fact that the articles of that church required 
that even infants should be immersed if they were healthy. 

And the Rev. John Wesley's difficulties in this country, arose 
from the fact, that he denied a lady at the south the privilege 
of communion, for refusing to conform to the articles of the 
church, and have her child immersed; she insisting upon hav­
ing it sprinkled. (It will be observed ·that part of their articles 
have been altered, at least in this country.) 

CHAPTER 11. 
Our Baptist brethren contend, that the Greek word (Bot'll'q-1gw) 

baptizo, means immerse, and that it has only that meaning 
when used in the New Testament.• In reply, it will be ob­
served, that it is allowed by all good Greek critics, that if a 
controverted Greek word can be found to have been used in a 
different sense in writings that were in existence at the time 

" Some of the advocates for immersion tell us, that the last definitiona of a 
word in our lexicons are of little importance compared with the first, and if a 
number of definitions are given, the last are of no con■equence, but that we are 
to take the fint definitions given. We answer, that almost every word has a 
number of meanings, and as it is generally the case that the first definitions are 
not 10 frequently used as those that follow. It is no matter then, what are the 
original meanings: for if we were certain that the word /Japtizo originally meant 
immer■ion, it does not follow that it has that meaning when used in the New 
Testament, for by their rule the word man would mean red earth when U8ed in 
the Bible: beCB111e that it is the original definition, and the word ,oul would mean 
breath, becau,e ii oriplB]]y IIMIIUlt breath. 
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that the word was used : that it is a sufficient proof that it has 
that deffinition also. And it is presumed that all will allow that 
the Greek Testament was written at tro great time after the 
Greek word baptizo was used by the Evangelists ; therefore if it 
can be found to have been used in the New Testament in ano­
ther sense than im'TM1"1e, it will be po,itive proof that it has 
another 1en1e. 

Passing over Mark vii. 4, where it is translated. w ASH, and 
where it cannot mean immerse, being applied to the cleansing 
of ta!Jlu, (the Greek is couches or beds, which were cleansed 
by a clean person's sprinkling clean water upon them,) if it is 
found to have another meaning when applied to the ordinance 
of baptism, it will be very strong circumstantial evidence at 
least that it did not mean immerse in any instance when applied 
to that ordinance, for the New Testament says expressly, that 
there is "one Lord, one Faith, and one Baptism," evidently al­
luding to the 1Mde, for it expressly speaks of the baptism with 
water and with the Holy Ghost. 

John the Baptist says, in Luke iii. 16, "I indeed baptize you 
with water ; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose ; he shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and with Fire." Jesus, in Luke, chap. 
xxiv. verses 49 and 63, referring to the promise in the Old Tes­
tament, (which John has here repeated,) says, that he would
send the promise of the Father upon them, and commands them
to tarry at Jerusalem until they were endued with power from
on high. And Luke adds, that they returned. unto Jerusalem
with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and
blessing God. And in Acts ch. i. 4, 6 and 8, Jesus again referring
to this very promise, said that it should be fulfilled not many
days hence. It reads thus : " And being assembled together
with them, commanded that they should not depart from Jeru­
salem, but wait for the promise of the Father," (which, says
he, y� have heard of me,) and then he refers them to the bap•
tism. and promise of John, and says, " for John truly baptized
wit-k water, but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not
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many days hence," and that they should receive power after 
that the Holy Ghost had come upon them.

It will be observed that John did not say in the promise refer• 
red to, that Jesus should baptize them with the Holy Ghost and 
fire, as though the baptism was to be perform with a mixture of 
spirit and fire, but he said that he should baptize them " with 
the Holy Ghost, and ,oi,tl,, fire," thus making two distinct bap­
tisms, that were promised; The expression that they " should 
be baptized WITH the Holy Ghost, and with fire," implies two 
distinct baptisms, as much as the expression that they " should 
be baptized with water, and toi.th the Holy Ghost," implies two 
distinct baptisms, instead of one baptism by a mixture of the 
Holy Spirit and water. 

In the second chapter of the Acts, from the first to the fourth 
verse, it will be found lww those two baptisms were performed. 
It reads thus : " And when the day of Pentecost was fully come. 
they were all with one accord in one place, and suddenly them 
came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were sitting, and therEl appeared 
unto them cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it sat upon eae12 
of them, and they were all filled with the Holy�ost,n �;..
In the four verses just quoted, all that looks like immersion is 
that the sound " filled all the house where they were sitting" ; 
but as they were not baptized with the sound, but with the fire,
and with the Holy Gliost.

We will now examine to see in what. manner they ioere bap• 
tized ; whether it was hy immersion, or by some other mode. 
In the examination we find, that : First, the fire appeared unto 
them in the form of cloven tongues, and probably about the size 
of two lamp-flames, and in quantity about equal to what is ge• 
nerally used of water in performing baptism by sprinkling. 
And as they were baptized by this small quantity, not by being 
immersed into it, but by its simply setting upon them, it appears 
therefore conclusive from this fact, that our Baptist brethrei are 
mistaken when they say that the Greek word baptizo always 
means immerse, when used in the New Testament. 

Farther evidence will be found in examining the mode of 
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baptism by the Spirit; that the Greek word 1,aptizo does not 
mean "immerse," when applied in the New Testament to the 
ordinance of baptism. 

In the fourth verse of the second chapter of Acts, it reads, 
that after the fire sat upon them " they were all tilled with the 
Holy Ghost. 

The manner will now be examined, to see whether it was by 
immerli<m or by sprinkling. 

It will be remembered that in the first chapter of Acts, and 
eighth verse, Christ said that it should "come upon them"; and 
in the eighth chapter sixteenth verse, speaking of the Spirit, it 
says, "for as yet he was fallen upon none of them." And in 
the tenth chapter forty-fourth verse, it says that " while Peter 
spake these words the Holy Ghost fel,l on all them which heard 
the word"; and the last part of the forty-fifth verse says, " that 
on the Gentiles was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost." In 
the eleventh chapter, fifteenth and sixteen verses, it reads, 
" and as I began to speak the Holy Ghost fdl on them as on u, 
at the beginning. Then remembered I the word of the Lord, 
how that he said, John indeed baptized with water but ye shall 
be baptized with the Holy Ghost." And in the second chapter 
of Acts, lfflr"'thirty-third verse, speaking of Jesus, it says: 
" Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having 
r��ived of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath 
,Md forth this which ye now see and hear." The meaning of 
the last quoted Scripture is, that Christ had received the Holy 
Ghost which the Father hath promised to give, and had shed it 
forth, &c. The Father had promised fa the prophets, and in 
Ezekiel xxxvi. 26, to put his Spirit in believers in the later days; 
(and THIS promile, the protnise to put his Spirit in all that be­
lieve,) is called ill Hebrews, eighth clul:ptEU' and eighth and tenth 
verses, and in the tenth chapter alxteenth verse, the mw cove­
P.11,Il�, • lq th� FQ.�il\e, .-efurred to in Ezekiel, that he " would 

• h �dB, "And a �ew oo?enant will I malr.e with the houae or Iarael. And 
tAq v the cow.-.nnt that I will lllake with tllem after thoae day1: I will put my 
law� their heana and will write it in their mind.," &e. And SL Paul 1&y1 in 
I\QIJIIWI, � W, � \tlv {(I_IO (or,,_) of &b� Spirit of Li(e iu Cbrilt Jecua, 
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put his Spirit within them," it says, that previous to putting his 
Spirit within them, that he would. " sprinkle dea.n water upon 
them." .And as the promise that " he would give the Spirit " 
was literally fulfilled, it is reasonable to conclude that the 
promise that he would " sprinkle clean water upon them," was 
literaUy fulfilled also. 

In the second chapter of .Acts, seventeenth and eighteenth verses, 
quoting from the prophesy of Joel, it says, ".And it shall come 
to pass in the last days, (saith God) I will puur out of my Spirit 
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophe­
sy," &c. ".And on my servants and on my handmaids I will 'JX'f',r 
out in those days of my Spirit." 

In the foregoing examination it has been shown, that the 
Spirit "fell upon them," was "shed upon them," and that it 
was poured upon them; but there is nothing said about their 
being immer,ed into it.

The manner of the Spirit being "shed," or "p<111,red upon 
them," will now be examined, {and in the examination it will 
be necessary " to go to the l•w and the testim,my, for if any 
man speak not according to this word, it is because there is no 
light in him.") In .Amos iL 6, the evaporation of water from 
the sea, and its desce:nt upon the earth in the form of rain, is 
c.alled "p<111,ring it upon the earth." .And in Job xvi. 20, the 
dropping of tears from the eyes of Job, is called puu,ring out 
tears. .And in chap. xxxvi. 27, the descent of rain in small 
drops is c.alled p<1U,ring duwn rain. It reads thus: "For he" 
(God) "maketh nnall the drops of water, and they puur duun, 
rain according to the vapour thereof, which the clouds do drop 
and distil upon man abundantly." In Hosea vi. 3, it says, that 
the " Lord SBAl.L come u'ldo us AS the rain, AS the latter and the 
former rain unto the earth." .And in Deut. xxxii. 2, 3, it says, 
" my doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as 
the dew, as the ,mall rain upon the tender herb, and as the 

which mak�• tu frtt Crom the law of rin and ckath, that the righttOS&W•• 01' the 
law might be fi,lfilud in tu, who walk not after the ffe■h but after the Spirit. 
And he alao 111ya, that ii any DWI have Dot the (thi■] Spirit 01' Chri■t he ii DOOa 
othi■• 

2 

... 
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showers upon the grass, because I will puhliil,, the namt of the 
Lord." In the verse previous to the two just quoted from Deu­
teronomy, the earth is called upon to II hear tke u,ortl of his 
mouth." 

The last quoted prophesy of Scripture will be found to corree­
pond beautifully with its fulfilment in the New Testament, (and 
let it be remembered, the New Testament is the fulfilment of 
the Scriptures, not the making of new Scriptures, as will be 
hereafter shown.) 

In Acts x. from the 43d. to the 46th, it reads thus : 11 To mm

give all the prophets witness that tl,,rqugl,, his Mmt, whoso­
ever believeth in him, shall receive remission of sins ; while 
Peter yet ,pake thue u,oriu, the Holy Ghost fell on all them 
which heard the word, and they of the circumcision which be­
lieved were astonished, as many as came with Peter because 
that on the Gentiles also was poured qut the gift of the Holy 
Ghost." 

In chapter xi. 16th and 16th verses, it reads thus : " who shall 
tell the tDOriu whereby thou and all thy .house 1kall he 1m,ttl ; 
and as I began to speak, the Holy Gko,t fell on them, as on w, 
at the beginning; then remembered I the word of the Lord, how 
that he said John indeed baptized u,i,tl,, water, but ye shall be 
baptized toitk the Holy Ghost." 

It will now be observed how beautifully the ftiljilmmt in the 
tenth chapter of Acts, from the 43d to the 46th, and 14th to the 
16th verses of the eleventh chapter corresponds with the prophesy 
in the 2d and 3d verses of the thirty-second chapter of Deu­
teronomy. 

The prophesy said that " hecarue he would puhlilk the NAME 
of the Loll», his ,pee.cl,, should diltil as the dew, and drop as 
the small rain and as the 1kouJer1 upon the grass, (and the law 
and the tutimony in Job say that this dropping is pouring.) In 
the fulfilment it says, that when Peter ,pake, ( or puhluled) these 
words, that whosoever (tkrougk l,,i, namt) believed on him 
should be saved; that the Holy Gkolt fell on all them which 
heard, and the Jews were astonished because that on the .Gen­
tiles. was r,qured qut the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
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In the examination of the " law and the testimony" we have 
seen that the word pour is applied to the descent of the showers 
and the small rain and the dew upon the tender herb, upon the 
grass, upon man, and upon the earth; and the shedding of tears 
from the eyes. And as the Lord said that he would pour out 
his spirit upon, and that the manner of his coming unto them 
should be as the rain, it is therefore evident that pouring is per­
formed by sprinkling, and the word pour means to sprinkle. 
I appeal to every person, who (by faith in the blood of Christ,) 
feds "the peace of God that passeth all understanding," if the 
Holy Ghost does not distil upon his soul, in its heavenly and 
benign influence, like the showers upon the gras1, and the dew 
upon the tender kerb. 

Thus it is shown that the Holy Ghost was poured upon them 
like the rain and shower,. And as showers are by sprinkling, 
and not by immersion, therefore that the word pour means to 
sprinkle, and that the baptism of the Holy Ghost was by sprink­
ling; therefore the Greek word (Bti'll''l'i�w) baptizo, mean, to 
sprinkle, when applied to the ordinance of baptism in the New 
Testament. 

CHAPTER m. 

The next text that will be examined in reference to baptism, 
is the 23d verse of the third chapter of St, John. It reads 
thus: "And John also was baptizing in Enon near to Salim, 
because there was m:uch water the,e, and they came and were 
baptized." The words "because there. was m:uch water," are 
considered by many to be very strong circumstantial evidence 
that John baptized by �mmersion; for they conclude that if 
sprinkling had been the mode, that a little water would have 
answered as well as much, and that the circumstahce of their 
having been much water, would never have been mentioned as 
a reason for John's having selected that region of country. 

In reply, it will be observed, that in living as we do in a 
country like our own at the present time, where the mode of 
baptism, (whether by immersion or sprinkling) is contrm,erted, 
we should be likely to conclude t�at it was to immerse the sub-
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jects of baptism, that induced John to select a region of country 
abounding with much water. 

But if we were living in a country like the land of Canaan, 
where water was scarce, and the people were in the habit of 
travelling upon camels and other beasts, we should probably 
conclude that it was to have water convenient and sufficient for 
the- multitudes and their beasts to drink ; which consideration 
would eertainly have had an influence upon any reasonable per­
son in choosing the p:tace fur the meeting of such multitudes 
as went out to John to be baptized ; and if we leave the Scrip­

tures for the coajectures of man, this conjecture is as good as 
the other.• 

But if we were in the l'la"f>it of proving and doing every reli­
gious duty from the Scriptures, (or Old Testament,} as the J-ews 
were; we- should undrmbtedly conclude that it was in compliance 
with some requirement of the Scriptures, that induced him to 
select a region of country a"f>ounding with mucJl water. And 
that tney fDe'l'e in the ha"f>it of d'oing alt things in referenee to 
the Scriptures of the Otd Testament, is inferred from the fact, 
Ulat our Lord, his apostles. St.. Paul and other christians, who 
unlike our :Baptist brethren, tnat are centinually crying " the 
New Testament! .. "the New Testament!" were continually 
crying the Old Testam-ent ! the Old Testament! ar in other 
words were continualfy appearing to the Scriptures of the OZ4

Testament for proof of a'll they taught or did: as the follo� 
ing passages from the New Testament will show. 

Acts xvii. 2-, 8, reads thus:- "And Paul, ll'S hu aanner was-. 
went in unto them, and tbree Sabbath days reasoaed with them 
t1Ut of tM Scriptures, open.mg and alleging

u " that Christ must 
needs have suffered and risen again from the dead, and that this 
Jesus whom I preach unto yrm is Ch:rist :" 18, 11 and 12, "And 

"IC .i& be asked " it Jolm bapmedby spriAkliDg-, after the ■amwr of purifying 
by the Jews, whr did he not, (iuateoo of IOC11Dng bimaelf in a region �here 
there was mueh water,} go around the country and baptize the Jews at thew 
ltomee-, infltea4i ofpuUing, ebem tG the trouble- of meeting hl'lll at ee11ain, places 'r' 
The anawei is, t.llat ii would have takea him IIIIIDY f981'11, if not his entire life. 
\Q have baptized them at their homes, whereas it would take him. but. a few 
mottdla • baptia them It Wf came \Q him.. 
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the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night 
unto Berea, who coming thither went into the Synagogues of the 

'Jews. These were more noble than those of Thessalonica in
that they received the word with all readiness of mind and 
1earclwl the Scripture," (the Old Testament,) "daily, whether 
these things were so; therefore many of them believed." In 
the eighteenth chapter, from the 24th to the 28th V81'8e; it speaks 
of Apollos as mighty IN tke Scripture,, who came to Ephesus ; 
this man was instructed in II tke way of tke Lord, and being fer• 
vent in Spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the 
Lord, knuwing ONLY tke ba�i,m of John." As II the prophets 
prophesied until John," it is evident therefore, John was not one 
of them, but one that they prophesied of; and whatever he 
taught or did, was in obedience to some prophesy of the Scrip­

ture, and as he was not one of THE prophets• but a fulfiller of 
the prophesies, he taught no new doctrine, but t.cas II the voice 
of one crying in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord," 
as prophesied by the prophet Isaiah ; and the one that II sprinkled 
clean water upon them" before that the Lord II put his. Spirit 
wjthin them," as was prophesied of by Ezekiel, and the II Elijah 
the prophet that was sent before the face of the Lord to turn 
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the 
children to the fathers, lest he should come and smite the earth 

"Although John wu no& one of "TBI: prophets," yet botli Chriat and John 
were prophets; John beCJ1use he prophesied of the Chriat and the "kingdom of 
heaven at hand;" t!,,:refore " of those that were born of women there waa not a 
gt'fl8ter prophet than John the Bapti■t: but the leaat in the kingdom of heaven," 
(that waa at hand) "waa greeter than him;" see Luke vii. 26--28: also Mau. xi, 
9 to 13: it read■, "but what went ye out tbr to _, a prophet? yea I say unto 
you, 1111d more than a prophet; for thu is 1M of whom it U/Q8 VJrittea, behold I send 
my messenger before thy face, which ■hall prepare thy way bef'ore thee. Verily 
I say unto you, among them. that are born of women,· there hath not risen a 
greater than John the Baptist; no&with■tanding he that is leaat in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he, And.from the cl$y1 of John, tha kingdom of hea­
ven sulrereth yiQlence, IIIld the violent take it. by force •. For � TBE prophet• 
and the ltw, prophesied JI� John." · · · 

Christ also was a prophei, for he was that prophet which the prophets said 
that " the Lolli God ahollld :raise up unto Israel, and �' whom■oever should 
Dot Q\)eJ tMt propul,.Jwuld be Ojll 9".� lull .P'OPle," 

2• 
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with a curse," as was prophesied by Malachi. [ And as John said 
that he was the voice of one crying in the wildeme88, "prepare 
'!16 the way of the Lord," it is probable that " the way of the 
Lord" that Apollos was instructed in, (for Apollos "knew 
only the baptism of John,") and that John cried to the people 
to prepare, was repe,itance and baptism, and if it was so, then 
they both taught the same thing, and as John was not one of 
the prophets, but the first fruits of the fulfilment of the proph­
esies, he must have taught both repentance and sprinkling of 
clean water, or water baptism from the prophets,] and Apollos 
began to speak boldly in the synagogues, whom when Aquila 
and Priscilla heard they took him unto them, and expounded 
unto him the way of God more perfectly. And when he was 
disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote exhorting the 
disciples to receive him, who when he was come helped them 
much which had believed through grace : for he mightily con­
vinced the Jews, and that publicly, shewing by the Scripture, 
that J esua was the Christ. 

From the above, it is evident that Apollos at first ·proved, and 
taught repentance and baptisin from the Scriptures, and that 
after his having been taught " in the way of God more per­
fectly," he then proved from them that Jesus was the Christ. 

And in the 2d of Peter, first chapter, from the 16th to the 
19th verse, St. Peter teaches us that the prophets and Moses 
are "more· mre" than that which he had been an " eye wit• 
nu, of." 

It reads thus: " for we have not followed cunningly devised 
fables, when we made known unto you · the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye witne,,es of his majesty. 
For he received from God the Father honor and glory; when 
there came such a voice to him from the.excellent glory, saying 
this is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. And this 
voice which came from heaven we heard when we were with 
him in the holy mount; we have also a more sure word of pro­
pke,y whereunto ye do well ·that ye take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place." Thus showing that they were to build 
their faith upon nothing, however well attested, unless it was 
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in accordan�e with the prophets. (The foregoing o.ildoulitedly 
allude& to the transfiguration of Cltri&t in the mountain, when 
he took Peter, James and John, up iDto a mountaiD and was 
transfigured before them.) 

And St. :Paul says, that " If BllY mm speak, let him speak 
as the oracles of God," {i. e. as the Old Testament,) and he also 
saYI ""tlutt they are able to make- ua wise unto salvation." 

In examining the New Testament upon this subject, (with the 
exception of the narrati1'e part,) it appears to be almost entirely 
composed of (JU,Otatwm from .. the Lau, and the Prophets," and 
of comments upon those quotations. The language of the New 
Testament is, 

" Not aa though the word of God had taken none eff"eet"­
" But in Issac shall thy seed be called"-" For this i& the word 
of promise," &c.--" For the children being not yet born"-­
" It was said unto her"--" As it is written"--" For he aaith 
to Moses"--" For the Scripture saith"---" Hath not the pot• 
ter power over the clay t"-" As he saith also in Osee"­
" Esaias also erieth concerning Israel"--" For he will finish 
the work and cut it short," &c.--" And as Esaias said before" 
---" As it is written." [The foregoing quotations are taken 
from one chapter.} 

"And he shall go before him in the spirit and pawerof Elias, 
to tum the hearts of the fathers to the children"--" As Ae 
spake to our fathers-, to Abraham, and to hi& seed for ever"-

- " As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have
been since the world- began," &c.--" To perform. the mercy
promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant,
the oath which he sware to our father Abraham, that he would
grant unto us, that we--might serve him-in holines&-all the
days of our lives," &c.

" As it is written in the law"-" And to offer sacrifices
according to that which is said in the law"-" Think not that
I am come to destroy the LAW and the Pll.OPHETS ; I am wt
come to destroy, but to ftilji,J. For verily I say unto you, till
heaTen and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever, therefore, shall
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break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men 
10, he shall be called least in the kingdom of Heaven ; but wko­
,oeoer ,hall do and teack them, the same shall be called great in 
the kingdom of Heaven." 

" What saitn the Scripturea--how readest thou ?"--" John 
--eame into all the country round about Jordan, preaching the 
bapti,m of repentance, for the remission of sins ; a, it is UJrit­
ten in t/u 'hook of t/u f/101'/U of baia, t/u prop/ut; saying, The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight," &c.--" All desh shall see the 
the salvation of God," 

" As it is written"-'-' For what saith the Scriptures ?"-­
" Thus saith the Scriptures"--" As was foretold by the pro­
phets"--" That the Scriptures might be fulfilled"--" The 
Scriptures cannot be broken"-" If any man speak, let him 
speak as" in accordance with " the oracles of God"--" Search 
the Scriptures"-" For these saith that whosoever believeth 
on him"--" They searched the Scriptures daily to see whe­
ther the things 1poken by Paul were 10, therefore" because what 
be taught was in the Scriptures, "many of them believed"-­
And St. Paul " said none other things than what Moses and the 
prophets said should come." The last quoted Scripture shows, 

. that although, for the sake of brevity, they did not always men­
tion it, yet they did all things in obedience to them. 

Thus it is evident, that they were not only in the habit of 
;proving all things from the· Scriptures of the Old Testament, 
but that th.ey also taught sprinkling {i.e. water baptism,) from 

.. them .also • 
. · And as the Jewa had been taught by the prophets " to go to 

the Lml, and the Testimtmy, and that if any man spake not ac­
cording to this word, it is because there was no light in him."

· Therefore, if Christ and his apostles had taught any thing not
1iere io�told, the opposing Jews would have been sure to have

!·•brought it as evidence against them: and the least departure
, from what was prophesied of.in the Scriptures, would have been
· immediately-detected, and,brought as .evidence against Chris­
·tiaaity by the eppoeing lews, wllo were taug,ht -to be ao strict,
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punctual, and uniform, in doing every thing in reference to the 
Old Testament. 

If a person would read the New Testament through, in refe­
rence to this subject, he would be astonished to see what full, 
clear, and superabundant evidence it contained, that all thing, 
were done to fulfil the prophets ; and it is the not knowing this 
fact, that has led a portion .of the church. to reject sprinkling. 

The New Testament (with the exception of some part of the 
Revelations,) is not so much a new reoelatirm, as it is poaiti� 
proof of the fid.filmt:nt of the Scriptures, and an inspired com• 
ment upon the law, the prophets, and the types. 

It may be proper to add here, that " tks pr<Ypkecy of the book" 
of Revelations, ( and which was addressed to the seven church­
es,) ends at the end of the third chapter, and that the "Re1Jela• 
tions" commence at the fourth ;· and they also correspond, in ma­
ny instances, almost word for word, with the prophets ; and this 
circumstance renders it evident that they re�ate to the same 
things that were prophesied of by the prophets. 

Having shown that the primitive church proved all things 
from, and did all things in obedience to, the Old Testament, 
we can see why the circumstance of there having been " much 
wa.ter" was mentioned by the evangelist, viz. in obedience to 
soone requirement of the Scriptures. One passage will now be 
examined in the prophets, that foretells sprinkling ( or water 
baptism,) and it evidently refers to the baptism of John, (as it 
was to be performed before the baptism of the Spirit,) being 
prophesied of in connection with the promise of the Spirit. As 
the baptism of the Spirit was performed by Christ, the baptism 
or'' sprinkling of clean watu," of course was performed by John. 
It is in the thirty-sixth chapter of Ezekiel, from the 25th to the 
27th verses. 'Having said in the 24th, that God "should ga• 
ther them out of the countries where they had been driven, and 
bring them to their own land," (whicli evidently refers to their 
national existence at the time of John and Christ, after their 
return, under Cyrus, from their Babylonish captivity,) it says, 
" Tht:n will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be 
clean; a new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I 



put within you ; and I will take away the stony heart out of 

your flesh, and I will put my Spirit within yqu, ;" (as the Spirit 
was not gi'Dffl until after the resurrection and ascension of Christ, 
the "putting of his Spirit within them," must have had reference 
to the baptism of the Holy Ghost, on the day of Pentecost, and 
subsequent. Therefore, of course, the " sprinkling of clean 
water upon then," referred to the baptism of John.) The Jews 
undoubtedly expected, from the foregoing prophecy, that the 
person who should sprinkle dean water upon them, and put his 
Spirit within them, should be the Messiah : and when John in• 
formed th�m that he was not thii Messiah, they asked him " why 
he baptized them 1" (or ,prinkled dean water upon them.) He 
explained it to them by saying, that he inde.ed baptized them 
with water, but that he that came after him, and was greater, 
(i. e., was the Christ,) he should baptize with the Spirit, i. e., 
should " put the Spirit within them. 11• 

And in Acts, chap. xxvi. 22, St. Paul says, in his speech be• 
fore king Agrippa, that " having therefore obtained help of 
God, I continue unto this time, witnessing both to small and 
great, ,aying none other things, than those which the propluu 
and Mo,u 1aid slwuld come." 

As St. Paul says that "he taught none otker things than 
those which the propktts and Moses said should come," and as 
they no where said that immersion should come, he certainly ne­
t,er taught immersion ! And as the propktt, did say that the 
aprinkling of clean water should come, St. Paul must kave taus kt 
the sprinkling of dean water. 

Thus it has been further shown, that the primitive church 
were in the habit of promng all things from the Old Testa• 
.ment. 

That the promise of the " aprinkling of clean .water upcm 

" "Cyprian, a distinglliahed martyr of'the Christian church, who lived within 
one hundred and twenty years of the apostles, understood the prediction in Eze­
kiel nxvi. 25, ' I will ■prinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean,' a■ 
having ref'erenco to Christian bapti■m. •Jerome, and other distinguished fathers 
oftha& age, were of'the same. opinion." (Mo. and Sub. Bap., p. 27.) 

• Wall. Biat. In. Bap., part IL chap. 9, p. 464. 



THEM," and the "putting of his Spirit within them," referred 
to the go,pel, dispensation, and not to the Jews at any time pre• 
vious. to the gospel, is evident from the fact that the Spirit 
which was promised by the prophets, 'IDtU wt gi"en until the 
day of·Pentecost, as is clearly proved from St. John vii. 38, 39 ; 
it reads: "He that believeth on me, as the Scripture," [the 
prophet,] " hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water, (but this spake he of the Spirit, which't1ey that believe 
on him ilumld recme, for the Holy Ghost wa, wt yet gi"en, be• 
cause that Jesus was not yet glorified.") 

In Ezekiel, "the Scriptures which cannot be broken," but 
" must needs be fulfilled, for heaven and earth shall pass away, 
but one jot or tittle, shall in no wise pass until all be fulfilled," 
said that God would, before he put his Spirit within them, 11"· 
rify tMm 6y sprinlcling dean water upon them, and that " they 
slwuld be dean." Before the Spirit was put within them, and at 
tke time of the fulfilment, (by Christ and iohn,) of this prophesy, 
that God would purify them; we find in John iii. 22, 23, iv. and 
1, that lhere arose a dispute whether they should be• PURIFIED 
6y being·baptized by Christ or by John. It reads: "Afler these 
things came Jesus and his disciples unto the land of Judea; and 
there he tarried with them, and baptized, ·and John was baptiz­
ing in Enon, near to Salim, because there was . much •Water 
there; and they came and were baptized." " Then there arose 
a question between some of John's disciples and the Jews aoout 
Pl'rifying. And they came to John and said unto him,· Rabbi l 
he that was with you beyond Jordan, (to whom thou•bearest 
witness,) behold the same baptizeth ! and all men.come to him. 
When therefore the Lord kn'eW how the Pharisees had ktard that 
Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John,"-" he left 
Judea and departed again into Gallilee." 

• Here we have positive proof from the New Testament, that
the u,ord (baptizo,) baptize, meam purify, as has already been 
oonelusively shown, by the -same t:Didence that Paul proi,ed oll,he 
taught, i. e. the evidence of the law and the prophets, that the 
mode of purifying is not 6y immersion, but by their katnng clean 
"""ter ,prinkled upon tMlm. Therefore it means to 'Jlfl,rifi.l '/Jy 



aprinkting ! Again, in Heb. ix. 10, 13, the purifying of the ttn• 
cka11 by the sprinkling of the blood of bulls and of goat, and the 
ashes of an 'It.a/er, is called di:r,er1 baptistfns. It reads 1 " Which 
stood only in meats and drinks and" (011xqiopolC' diapkmois) "di-
1'erS "(/a««'ndfl-0�, baptilmoii, h11ptinM,) ",11cil&ing1." "For if 
the 1ilood of bulls, and of goats, and the uhes of an keif er," 
(pcxw-;�ad'«, rantizosa,) 11 sprinkling, the unclean, ,a,nctijietk to 
the purifying of the .ftuh," &c. Now as these " di'!lers tOalh­
i,ag,," or purifying,, include the divers purifying, spoken of in 
the thirteenth verse, and as they were " di1Jff'1," i. e. were 
performed with different, or difJtrl, substances, {not in di'fJerl 
mode,,) i. e. different kinds of blood, water, water and ashes, 
and as these baptisms, or purifyi,ngs, were performed by ,prinlt­
Ung, here is positive proof that the word baptizo not only means 
to purify, or deanse, but that it also meaDS to purify by ,prink­
Ung. 

It would have been the keigkt of is'hlunlity for the translators 
to have rendered the words in Hebrew di,,ers immerlimu, whilst 
it would have corresponded beautifully with the context, if they 
had translated them diTJen pu,rifioatimu. This one text of itself 

.:-jg enough to overturn the groundless as1ertion that " the word 
l>aptilm means rmlJ immerse, when used in the New Testa­
ment." 

I would now ask my Baptist brethren, (in that charity or love 
that II is kind,") how those of them who, in translating the 
New Testament into the Burman language, have rendered the 
word "baptizo" to mean "immerse," will reconcile it with their 
conscience for having gone to their lexicon and taken a defini­
tion that agrees with their preconceived opinions, when there is 
not the least mlntanticl proof in the New Testament, (much 
less in the Scriptures,) that the word 11 "'1.ptizo " means immer,e 
in any initame when used in the New Testament; but on the 
contrary, it ii there dgi,md to mean II pt1,rifyi7t'fI," or 1prinkliRg 1 
But do you say, " the word baptizo #&ea"" o,,J,y to immer,e and 
flOt to purify 1" I answer, that here is po,iti-ce proof that it 
does nwin "purif'Jing," when used in the New Testament, 
and that there is no proof in the New Testament, that it in any 



instance mean, to imm61'3e when applied to the ordinance of 
baptism. Bul do you reply that lexicons, the wi,e and the learn­
ed say, that it means " immerse 1" I answer that the word of 
God says that it means "purifying;" and although the Lord 
has hid its meaning from the ?Di,e and prudent, _(who trust in 
their own wisdom,) yet he has revealed the meaning of the 
word "baptiZ-O," so plainly in the New Testament, (as well as 
in," the lflw and the propkets,") that the most unlearned in the 
languages need not err therein. 

The going)o a lexicon to find out the diff srent meanings of a 
word, (if all its meanings are there given,) may be very proper; 
but to go to a lexicon instead of the CONTEXT and PARALLEL PAS­
SAGES in the word of God, to find out wl,i,ck is the mM,'lfing in­
tended by the inspired writers, appears the most absurd ; and 
to such persons the quotations and language of the apostles may 
be very well applied, which says : " For it is written, I tvill dt,. 
,troy the wiidom of the·wise, and ftJill bri1tg to notking the-un­
derstanding of the prudent. Wher� is the wise? Where is the 
1cribe 1 Where is the disputer a/ tki, world? Hath 'IIOt God 
made foolish the wisdom of this world 1" . "But God Juul& cko­
,en the foolish things of thi, worl,J, to rmifuund tke wile." And 
Paul, speaking to ministers of the gospel, says, "For ye see 
your caJling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the 

jlesk are called." " And I, brethren, when I rame to you, came 
not with the excellency of speech." '' And my speech and my 
preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power." "Now we have re­
ceived, not the spirit of the wodd, but the Spirit which is of 
God," i. e. the baptism of the Holy Ghost, "that we might 
know the things that are freely given to us of God, which things 
we also speak, not in words whick man's wisdom teccheth, hut 
wkick the Holy Ghost teacheth, co!IIPARING 1piritual things with 
spiritual." As you stood on an equality with us who hold 
to sprinkling in reference to the word baptize, it not having 
been translated; and as you had an unjust advantage over us 
in reference to the Greek prepositions, they having been trans­
lated to favor immersion, for we have no prepositions that have 
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the indefinite, or variety of meanings of the Greek, therefore 
the translators were under the necessity of translating the Greek 
prepositions to favor either immersion or sprinkling ; and the 
majority of them having held to immersion, they of course trans­
lated it to favor immersion. With all this unfounded advan­
tage, you have neither been ahl,e to overturn sprinkling, or to 
proi,e immer,im,. in a single iftltance, either from the English 
translation or the Greek original. If the advocates of sprink­
ling should do as you have done, make a new translation, and• 
render the word baptize to mean purify, (which it is proved 
by the New Testament to mean,) dean,e or q,rinkk, which it is 
also proved by the law and testimony to mean, as well as by 
the New Testament, and the Greek prepositions in the context 
to mean, with, at, to, by, from, &c. instead of into and out of, 
how would you then be able to contend with us 1 Then, so far 
as our just translation should be adopted in the churches, in­
stead of its being the case, as it is sometimes now, that mem• 
bers should leave churches because they hold to sprinkling and· 
join those that hold to immersion, it would be among the things 
that had been, but 'IMre W>t. But do you again deny that bap• 
tize means purify, and ask by what authority we would trans­
late it to mean so 1 l answer, that it has been shown in St. 
John's gospel, that a question about baptizing u a question 
111,out 'flU,rifying, and that we have Scripture authority that it 
means purify ; and we assert that you have no proof from Ge-

. nesis to Revelations, that christian baptism was ever performed 
by immersion. . I will ask you, " if in running with the foot­
men they have wearied ?JOU, how would you " then " be able to 
amtend fDitl& the lwr,emen.1" 

By comparing the baptism of water and of the Spirit, spoken 
of in the New Testament with the foregoing prophesy, its ful­
filment will be plainly perceived: but if it did not apply to those 
baptisms, it never was fulfilled : but that it did apply to them 
is farther evident from the fact, that those who were baptized 
wer� in the practice of " r,al,ling on tle name of the Lord," in 
obedience to the 27th verse of the same chapter, which says 
" TBUS ,aith the Lord God, I will yet for this be inquired of b;y: 



the house of Israel to do it for them," and it will be remember. 
ed that those who came to John i711JUirt.d of him wnat they 
should do. 

And when Christ was baptized, he also prayed ( or called upon 
the name of the Lord) before the heavens were opened, and the 
Spirit descended upon him. 

And although the Spirit was given to him untlwut measure, 
yet instead of his having been immersed into it, the Spirit only 
descended in a bodily shape like a dove, and abode upon him. 

It was cLE..u. water that the prophesy of Ezekiel said should 
be sprinkled upon them. 

The law and testimony will· now be examined to see what 
con,titutu ... clean water;" for u,hat rmutitutu the PURITY of 
water must also be settled by the Scriptures-not by the opinions 
of prejudiced men. 

In Lev. xi. 36, after its having stated that the carcase of every 
creeping thing, even to the snail, if it fell upon any vessel of 
wood or other utensil wherein was drink, it should be unclean, 
the vessel was to be put into water until evening, so should it 
be cleansed ; but upon whatsoever meat that might be eaten, or 
whatsoever drink that might be drank, either the water that 
had been used for purifying the drink, or dead carcase might 
come,' it should be 11,nclean; it says " nevertheless a fou:ntai11. or 
pit wherein there is PLENTY of water, shall be clean." (The word 
"plenty" in the Old Testament corresponds to the word " muc,\" 
in the New Testament.) Furthermore in the fourteenth chapter 
of Lev. 6th and 60th verses, it requires that the bird for purify• 
ing shou!d be killed over running water. 

We here see the scriptural, reaion why John chose a region of 
country where there was "plenty" or " muck" water; it was in 
compliance with the Scripture that said that " clean water should 
be sprinklt.d upon them." 

According to the Scriptures, a fountain, pit or river, wherein 
was" plenty" or" m:uck" water, would be clean; although un• 
clean water, the carcase of a creeping thing, or the water that 
had been used in purifying, had fallen into it; but water in a 
vessel would not be clean under such circumstances. 
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And we hereby see the error tliat some of our Baptist breth­
ren have fallen into in using a baptistry or tub. Although the 
water might have been clean previous to the immersion of the 
first person, yet by that immersion, the water is made unclean, 
(it being in a vessel,) because it contains the water that was 
used in purifying ; so that the next person that is immersed is 
not scripturally baptized, (if it be proper to call immersion bap­
tism,) from the fact that he is baptized with unclean water, even 
though the validity of immersion be admitted. 

CHAPTER IV. 

The next text that will be examined is Acts viii. from the 
36th to the 40th verses. It reads, " And as they went on their 
way they came unto a certain water ; and the eunuch said, see 
here is water, what doth hinder me to be baptized 1 And Phi­
lip said, if thou believest with all thy heart, thou mayest. And 
he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still, and they 
went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch, 
and he baptized him, and when they were come up uut of the 
water, the Spirit of the l,ord caught away Philip, that the 
eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. 
But Philip was found at Azotus : and passing through, he · 
preached the word in all the cities," &c. 

The above passage is considered by those who hold to im­
mersion II to be positwe evidence that both Philip and the eunuch 
not only went to the water, bµ.t tAat they also went down into it. 
And that as they W{lnt down h1to the water, it is strong circum• 
stantial evidence that they went on to perform immersion." 

It wiU be observed in reply, that i(l the '38th verse, the Greek 
word(�¼,,) elthrm, is no proof that they actually came to the 
water, It reads, 11 And as 'they (elthon) went on their way, they 
� u,atq a certain water. 0 It simply means that they approach­
ed or came near where the Willer was, and the Greek is t'lttu ren­
dered in sev-eral places in the New Testament. So far from its 
actually 1Mam'ng at or to, (much les.15 i1.4io1} it only means that 
they � ,u:ar (q it,
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And in St. Mark ii. 3d, we find that the expression (ipxovt'iu 
erchontai) "come unto," a word of the same· import, does not im­
ply that they came actually " to" Christ, for it says that after 
"they came unto him" that because " they could not come nigh 
unto" (or to) "him, that they uncovered the roof where he 
was, and when they had broken it up they let don the bed 
wherein the sick of the palsy lay." 

The word eis is rendered " to" four or five times in the 
eighth chapter of Acts. But even if we should admit for argu• 
ment's sake, that they stept into the water, there is nothing in 
the context .that shows kow they were baptized: their going 
into the water, was not baptism; if it had been eadt. on• 
would thereby have baptized himself, And it will be further 
observed, that the Greek prepositions eis and ek, which are 
used in the original, and are translated in the 38th verse, 
"down into," and in the 39th verse "up <ntt of," are the same 
prepositions that would have been used by the evangelist if he 
had wished to have said that Philip and the eunuch went down 
to the water and came up /rom'the water.• 

And the Evangelist uses the preposition (eis) in the 40th verse 
of the same chapter to mean at (or to.) It reads, "but Philip 
was found ( eis) at Azotus, and so passing through he preached,•, 
&e. 

"' The Greek word (ei.r) &mllBlated "into" is very equivocal, and has a number 
of significations, and often means "to" or'"near." We 111'8 informed that" that 
other cflSciple (elthe protos risto innemion,) came fint {tu) "to the eepulclmt;" 
but it ia add", ( ou mentor me " ( clt/um) yet he entered ,wt into ic. The kiJ1C 
sent Rapshaka from Lachish (eu) to Jerusalem; Isaiah nvi. 2, not into it, #Ir 
the city was not yet captured. The sons of the prophl!ts came {m) to Jordan 
to cut woocl; 2 Kings, vi. 4,-,wt into the water of Jordan. Christ commanded 
Peter t.o go ( ti,) to the -. Ek also ofren means "from.'' "He ariaeih ( d 
dnpnou) from eupper, llDd not out of aupper. Therefore the words IDIIJ' be render­
ed " they went down to the water and came up from the water.'' Neither can ii 
be proved that thel'8 was any water in that place suitable for immenion. 

Peculiar circumstance• were connected with this baptism. The eunuch wu 
on a journey, and it ii not oertain that they had any way to fetch 11'ater, and if 
they had, it waa m� more convenient 1imply to alight from tie Clbariot, 119.d 
go down to the water. Indeed, there is not a eingle instance recorded in the 
Bible, in which mention is made of going down to the water to administer bap­
iuim, unleu pec,uliar circulllllanceS led liD it.' 

3• 
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It would have been absurd, to haTe translated it thus, " but 
Philip was found (eis) in Azotus, and so passing through he 
preached," &c. 

The Greek prepositions (ek), (apo) and (en) have been shown 
·to mean from and to, as well as "out of" and "into." And
that they are all indefinite as to their precise meaning un­
less it is fixed by their context, as in Matt. iii. 7, and in
Acts viii. 40, and the meaning in these two places ii fixed in
favor of sprinkling, as has already there been shown. There­
fore as they do not assist in de.fining the word baptize so much
as to render it even probable, whether (in performing the ordi­
nance of baptism,) the person went into the water, or to tke
water, its definition when applied to .water, cannot be looked for
in this passage.

As there is nothing said about Philip's having taught the
eunuch baptism, it might be inquired, how should the eunuch
know any thing about it, for he says. "see here is. water,
what doth hinder that I should be baptized 1" The answer is,
that having been up to Jerusalem, he had undoubtedly heard
how that Judea and all Jerusalem had been out to John to be
baptized of him. But then how should he know that he had a
right to be baptized t seeing that he was of another nation.
The answer is, that as sprinkling is baptism, he had just read
in the first part of the description of the humiliation of Christ,
how that (not only the Jewish nation should be baptized or
sprinkled, but that) Christ should (baptize or) sprinkle many na­
tions, therefore his being of another nation was no objection to
his being baptized,

That the last part of the previous chapter, _to the fifty-third
of Isaiah, quoted in Acts, was a part of the description of the
humiliation of Christ, which the eunuch:wu reading, is evident
from the fact that in the 8th and 10th verses of the 1j.fty-second
chapter, both verses being before the one in which it says that
Christ "shall sprinkle many natiom,11 (which is the 16th verse
of the pfty-second chapter,) it says, "Therefore shall they �
in that day, that I am he that doth speak; behold it is I." " The
Lord hath made bare kis arm in the egu of all nations. .All
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the ends of the earth 1hall ,ee the salvation of our God." . The 
first verse of the :fifty-third chapter which nys, '-' Who hat!& 
oelieved our report l And to wlwm is the arm of our Lord reveal• 
ed 1" being evidently an answer to the two verses last quoted. 
The eunuch must therefore have read the prophesy, that " Christ 
should 1pri'nlrle many 114,tion,:" (what is done by the command 
of Christ is said to be done by him,) and thereby have known 
that his being of another nation, was no objection to kis being 
sprinkled or baptized. 

And in the twenty-eigth chapter and 19th verse of Matt., 
Christ for the•ju?filmen;t of the above prophesy, commands his 
disciples to "go therefore and teach all nation, baptizing (or 
sprinkling) them in the name (i. e� by the authority) of the Father 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." The prophesy just 
quoted from Isaiah lii. 16th verse, reads thus: ('.' his visage was 
so marred, more than any man, and his form more than the 
sons of men,) so shall he sprinkle many nation,." 

CHAPTER V. 

The next text that will be examined is Rom. vi. from the 
the third to the :fifth verse. It reads thus : "Know ye not that 
so many of us as were baplized into Jesus Christ, were baptized 
into his death ; therefore we a,e lruried with him by baptism 
into death, (not' into water,') that like u Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we ahould" 
(what 1 be raised out of the water 1 No; but) "walk in neeo­
nes, of life; for if we have been planted together in the likenas 
of his death, we shall be alao in the like:nu, of his re8ll?1'eCtion." 

The three verses just quoted, and the twenty-aeventh of the 
third chapter of Galatians, with the eleventh and twelfth verses 
of the second chapter of Colosians, are �onsidered incontestible 
proofs of paptism, by immersi,on into water, by those who holcl 
hold to baptism by that mode. 

But unfonunately for the advocates of immerlW'J& into tDater, 
there is nothing said about water in either of the three places 
quoted, but it is speaking of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
which is translated "being baptized into Christ," (and yhi� 
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means being baptized by Jesus Christ fJJitk the Holy Ghost.)­
And it has already been shown, that the bapiism of the Spirit 
\vas by tprinklins ; and in the examination it will be seen that 
it has no reference to water baptism, 11Jhate1Jer might have been 
the mode thereof, 

The •eraes quoted from the sixth chapter of Romans are a 
part of an argument of St. Paul, to prevent the abuse of a doc­
trine he had just advanced. The doctrine was, that the gospel 
of Christ was of such virtue, that those who embraced it, by 
repenting of a11 · sin and trusting in the blood of Christ for the • 
forgiveness of them, the greater their sins had been, the more 
grace they would receive by a trust ( or faith) in the blood of 
Christ : which doctrine perfectly agrees with the words of our 
Saviour, where he says that he that hath had m:uck forgi,,en, 
lmetk muck ; and it is generally allowed, that the more a man 
loves God, the more grace or holiness he possesses. 

After having stated the above doctrine, he asks, "shall we 
continue in sin that grace may alxmnil 1" and answers by say­
ing, "by no 'IUans," or as it is translated "God forbid." And 
iti the ninth, eleventh and twenty-second verses, he goes on to 
aay to them, that " as Christ, being raised from the dead, didk 
9IO more"--death hath no more dominion over him�" likeu,i,se 
reckon ye yourselves dead tntieed unto lin, but aUw unto God­
a.nd being matk free from sin, and become the servants of God, 
ye have your fruit unto holiness," &c. In the sixth chapter he 
shows- the freedom of a believer from sin, and in the last pa.rt of 
the seventh chapter he shoWB the contest there is in the mind 
of a penitent, between ind.welling sin and his will or determi• 
nation to do the will of God, [which determination is repentance,] 
and in the ,rat and w»'Jtd mats of the last verse of the chapter, 
he •ho-ml that the penitent that aen,u God with his mind, is 
made free from indwelling ain, by trusting in God, through the 
atonement of Christ. 

The sixth, seventh and eighth chapters of Romans are an 
111111Wer to the question in the fust verse ·of the seventh chapter, 
which asks, "shall w.eeontimle in sin that grace may abound 1" 
which question the 11poatle h-.a ana'"1'ed concluively, by show-



ing, in the last lines or the last verse or the seventh chap­
ter, that they not only served God with their minds pre11WU1 to 
their believing in Christ, but by also showing in the eighth 
chapter the impossibility of their committing sin that grace might 
abound; now they both se"ed God with their minds, and were 
also free from sin; and he further shows, that (although they had, 
by" thanking God through our Lord Jesus Christ," been made 
free from the law of sin and death, by the law "or power, of the 
Spirit of Christ Jesus;" yet,) so far from grace abounding unto 

• them by their committing sin, that " if they committed it, . by
walking after the flesh, they shuuld die." And in the last part
of the eighth chapter, he shows them that now they are belie­
vers, that if they mortified the deeds of the . body, by walking
"oot after thejlesk, but after the ,pirit," that 'l'HEN the grau of
God should so abundantly abound unto them " that they should
know that all things worked together for their good." So that
he was persuaded that nothing should separate them from the
love of Christ, neither tribulatioB, distress, persecution, famine,
nakedness, peril, or the sword, but that, in all tlwe things they
would be more than conquerors, so that neither, death, life, an•
gels, principalities, powers, things present, things to come, height,
depth, or any other :creature, should separate them from the love
of God, &c •

. He also shows, in the sixth chapter of Romans, third verse,
that this" death to," or" freedomfrom, sin," was produced by
being baptized "into (eu,-6y) Jesus Christ" [with his Spirit.]

He illustrates this death to, or freedom from sin, under fuu.r
dijf eren.t .ftgures : the fust is death,· the se�nd is burial, the
third is planted, or (as the Greek -word lfutl-(pu101-mmphiut�,
should be rendered,) "ingrafted," the fourth is crucified. To

show the absurdity of taking the burial in a literal sense instead
of a spiritual, it will be observed,. that if we take the burial

literally, it is absolutely necessary that we take the i1tgTafting
and the circumcision literally also! But that they are all spif.
itual, will appear evident upon further examination.

You will please observe that it does not say that we are bu­
ried by baptism into water, or by baptism into baptism, neither
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by baptism into the Holy Gho,t, but it says, " we are buried by 
baptism into death," and this death is " death to nn," (or the 
death of nn.) 

The following illustration will show the meaning of the third 
verse of the sixth chapter of Romans. As a dead body is buried 
BY THE SEXTON into the earth, so also the believer by being bap­
tized by Jesus Christ, WITH THE Ho LY GHOST, is buried into death. 
to sin, by being made alive unto God. And as the dead body is 
not buried by the sexton into-himself, but into the U,Ttk, so like­
wise the believer is not buried by baptism into baptilm, but by 
baptism into death to sin. " The passages in which believers 
are said to be buried with Christ by baptism into death, have 
no reference to the mode of baptism with water, but they are 
speaking of spiritual baptism, and the mode of even that is not 
alluded to, but the effect,. 

That the baptism is spiritual will be farther shown, from Col. 
chap. ii. verses 11 and 12. Speaking of Jesus Christ, it reads 
thus : " In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision 
made without hands, in the putting of the body of the sins of 
the flesh by the-circumsion of Christ." Buried with him in 
baptism, wherein also ye are risen with kim through the faith 
of the operation of God, " who hath raised him from the dead." 

The following is probably the correct reading of the above: 
(en) By whom ye are circumcised witk the circumcision made 
without hands," ( en,) by " the putting off the body of the sins of 
the flesh," (en,) by "the circumcision of Christ" (.Iwrixqi�'°" 
aiJnr,-Suntapkiente, auto,) buried like kim (en) by" bastism," 

" whereby "also ye are risen, (O'uv7Jy4pb,Jn 010.,-mnegertkete 
dia,) like kim; by 1' the faith of the operation of Gol, who hath 
raised him from the dead," i .. e. whereby also ye are risen 
(through faith) by tke 1ame power; (i. e. the Holy Ghost,) raised 
up Christ from the dead. 

The manner of" circumcising," or" baptizing," by Christ, is 
found in Acts ii. 33. It reads, "therefore, being by the right hand 
of God exalted, he" Christ, "hath received of the Father the pro• 
mise of the Holy Ghost, he hath ,ked forth this which. ye now 
see and hear." The being "buried" like" him," and "risen" 
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l i1te II him," spoken of here, corresponds with Rom. iv. 4, 6, 11 that
like as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory (-i. e. pou,e-r
or Spirit} of the Fat.her," "e1,en so we should walk in newneu

of life. For if we have been planted. together" (ingrafted toge­
t.vr,} 11 in the likeness of his death; we shall be also in the like­
nee of his resurrection." That II grafting" is correct, will ap­
pear from Rom. xi. 17, " And if some of the branches were
broken off, and thou being a wild olive tree was graffed in
among them."

The two previous verses just quoted are parallel with the 
third, fourth and fifth verses of the sixth chapter of Romans and· 
the twenty-seventh of the third chapter of Galatians. It will 
be observed that it says in the eleventh and twelfth versee of 
the second chapter of Colosians, that believers " are circumcis­
ed with the circumcision made witlwut kands." The expression 
11 circumcision made witkuut hands," qualifies the expression 
(in the following verse} "buried with him in baptism," showing 
that they were" buried by a baptism'' "made witlwut hand,," 
as well as _the circumcision made" witlwut- hands," as will ap­
pear by the words fol'lowing: the words are, "wMrein" (or hy 
this very baptism,} "ye are risen with him thr(lU,gh (or by} the 
faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the 
dead." 

That is, that the very power that raised up Christ from the 
dead, (which power was the Holy Ghost,) did in the baptism of 
the Spirit, (by which they were buried into death to sin,) raise 
them up to spiritual life. 

Th!! point to be decided is, what was it that they we,:e buried 
by baptism into. 

Those who hold to immersion affirm, that it was" into water,'' 
but it is seen that St. Paul says, in the sixth chapter of Romans, 
that it was " into deo.tk" to sin. 

The Greek preposition (en,} which is here tranlated "in," 
is ofttimes, in other places, translated II by," 11 witk," &c., and if
it had been translated by, instead of "in," which it requires 
according to Rom. vi. 4, it would then have read " buried by. 
him hy ba.ptmn into death.'' 



-, The expression in Gal. iii. 27, "For as many of you as have 
been baptized into Chrut, have put on Chrilt," probably means 
that as many of them as had been baptizeq by Chrut, with the 
Holy Ghost, had put .on Christ, were made partaker, of hu 
ci1'ine nature, had the Spirit of Christ dwelling in tkem, and 
is lucidly explained above, in Rom. vi. and viii., and also in 
Col. ii. 11, 12. 

The idea that the foregoing quotations teach that " by im­
mersing a christian into water he thereby typifies the burial of 
Christ into the earth, and by his rising out of the water he 
thereby typifies the resurrection of Christ from the dead," is 
entirely a turning away from the truth, [tkct tl,,ey 11ro "a LID• 

NESS of en.tr DEATH TO SIN," "i,y our l,ea,ming ALIVE TO God,''] 
to a baseless "fable" of their own imagination. The apostle 
no where teaches that water baptism typifies either Christ's or 
the christian's death, burial and resurrection, (but the baptism 
of the Spirit.) If in sprinkling a person, we were to say, "I 
bury you by baptism into death to u�,, (by making 
you clean,) _that henceforth you may walk in cleanliness," he 
would have truth and the meaning of the Scriptures for his au­
thority, for they say, "I will sprinkle clean water upon you, 
antl yqu, ,hall be clu.11; they are buried preciaely in the same 
•eme that they are cruci:fied, and in no other; both mean death
to sin. This is undoubtedly the meaning of 2d Timothy,
ii. 11, "if we be dead" (by) "with him, we shall also live"
(6y) with" him," [i. e. if we be dead to lin by his having bap­
tized us with the Spirit, we shall also live by this same power
or Spirit;] therefore he says," it is a f(l,itkfal saying." What
a perfect "fable" of the imagination it is, for a minister to im­
merse a person and say, "I bury you by baptism into deatl,"
when he mtti'III into ioater, and when he raises him out of the
water to say "thatlike as Christ was raised up," &c. "ei,en IQ 

you should walk in newness of life." Never, never, does the
tkath, lnl,rial and remrrection of Christ typify immersion, but
they illustrate the believer's death to lin, by his 1,ecoming alive to
God. That the resurrection of Christ and our baptism with wa­
ter are like.figure, of wr 1alt1ation by the Holy Ghost is allo,ved;



but that water baptism is a figure of the burial of Christ, ii 
denied. 

There is no place in the Scripture where either drowmng or 
immersion is called burying, but it is said of those that perished 
by the flood, that "it carried them away," and• of the Egyp­

tians, that " they sank like a stone in the deep." 
N. B. Here are two instances of a large number of individ­

uals being immersed, but there is wtking said about their being 
baptized, although in the last instance the Israelites are said to 
kave been baptized, although they went· over dry shod, and were 
only baptized by being sprinkled with the spray, and with a 
shower, as will be shown in due time. 

The applying of the term, burying, to immerli01& and drown­
ing, is thought to be of modern invention, brought in by those 
who hold to immersion as .baptism to favor their explanations of 
those passages where burying is figuratively spoken of, in con­
nection with the baptism by the Spirit. 

CHAPTER VI. 

St. Paul undoubtedly taught baptism; and as he says, he 
" taught none- other things than what Moses and the Prophets 
,aid slwuld come," it might be asked, by some, for positive proof 
that he taught baptism/rom Mosea and tlte Prophas. 

The positive proof is in first Cor, x. • first and second verses : 
he says, "That all o_ur fathers were under the cloud, and all 
passed tkrougk the sea; and were baptized (eis,) unto Moses in" 
(en, by) "the cloud and in" (en, by) "the sea.'' 

In reference to the above passage, it will be observed, that 
our Baptist brethren conclude that the expressions, " were all 
baptized in the cloud and in the sea," very strongly proves im­
mersion; and it has sometimes been expla4ted by them thus : 
" That when the Israelites were· pas$ing through the sea, the 
sea was a wall on each hand, and the cloud being over, before, 
and behind them, they were completely shut in, and were thu, 
immersed." 

• Thia chapter, like the aixth, t1eventh and eighth or Ro1118118, wu written hy
the apo1de to prevent helieven ttom COJDJDiUing 1in hJ walking after &he ae.h, 

4 
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. After having examined the two verses just quoted, the Old 
Testament will be examined, to see whether their description 
ia correct. 

It has already been shown that the Greek preposition (m) 
might as justly have been translated "unth" or" by," as it is 
in the verse where John says, in Luke iii. 16, " that Chriat 
should baptize them (en) "unth the Holy Ghost and untl& fire." 
And the r,ontext even as it ii translated, requires that it should 
be rendered untl&, instead of " in ;" for it says that " they all 
passed under the cloud," (not (hrou.gl& it) which plainly ahowa 
that they could not have been immer,td in the cloud, b'!lt muat 
have been baptized by it. 

It has also been shown that the majority of the translators 
held to immersion, and would of course faoor it as much as poe-
1ible1 in translating those passages that referred to it ; which 
accounts for their rendering the preposition " in" instead of 
• u,itl&,' and thus favoring immerlion: the prepositions alone would
mean either, but, as it is connected with the context, it means

"unth," and not" in;" (for they passed u,cder the cloud and not
tMUU,g/& it,) as will be poritroely shown in the further examination
of the Scriptures.

The passage in the Old Testament, in which tltil baptism is 
recorded, will now be examined: it is in Exodus xiv. from the 
19th to the 22d-it reads thua : " And the pillar of cloud went 

from before their face, and ,tood bel&ind them : and it ca� � 
ttOM& the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel ; and 
it was a cloud of darkness to them, but it gave light to these ; 
10 that the one came not near the other all the night. And Mo­
ses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord caused 
the sea to go back by a ltr01&g t4lt wind all that night, and made 
the sea dry land ; and the waters were divided. And the chil­
dren of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon dry ground ; 
and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand and 
on their left." 

By examining the four verses just quoted, it will be found that 
bej<Wt. they went into the sea, the cl<1u<l toenl from bej<We them, 



and came and 1taotl beMn<l them, and that after it � ,taotl be­
hind them, it camt between the camps of Israel and Egypt. 

If the Israelites had passed thrW,gk the cloud, when it went 
from before them and stood behind them, it would then ha-.., 
been between the two camps ; but its having "come between" the 
camps after it had ,taotl behind them, shows that the cloud must 
have passed oi,er them. And St. Paul also says that " they 
passed under the cloud," and not tkrW,gk it. Therefore, they 
were neither baptized by being shut in(o tke ,ea witk it ; neither 
were they bapti�ed by being immersed in tke cloud. 

That they were under the cloud has thus been proved, and 
that they were baptized by a 1kower, and therefore ,prin.kh4, 
will now be proved. 

In the lxxvii. Psalm and seventeenth verse, speaking of the 
time that God led forth his people from Egypt, like a flock, by 
the hand of Moses and Aaron, it says that " the clouds pqurttl 
out water" " when his way was in the sea;" and that "-the sea 
saw him and was troubled,"" when he led forth his people, like 
a flock, by the hand of Moses and Aaron." And in another 
place, speaking of this baptism, it says that the " sky dropped 
down rain." Anti the Scriptures have fully shown that .. the 
'[JW,ring out" is performed by rprinkling; thus, in Job: " Mine 
eyes pmiretk mtt tear,," and that the Lord " maketh ,mall the 
drfl'JJI of water ; they pour duum rain according to the 1'a'Jl'W 
thereof, which the clouds do drop and distil upon man abun­
dantly." Here is, therefore, further proof that water baptism• 
by sprinkling. Having thus positively proved water baptism 
by sprinkling with a shower from the cloud, the baptism with ._, 
sea will now be examined. St. Paul, says that " they w�re bap­

tized (en) witk the sea," as well as with the cloud. 
It will be observed that it was after the cloud came between 

the camps, that " Moses stretched out his hand over theilea, and 
the Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all 
tkat night, and made the sea -dry.ground; and the waters were 
divided; so that the children of Israel went through dry shod, 
the waters being a wall unto them on their-right hand and on 
their left;" but not a wall before or behind them; and as the cloud 
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ttNU � the tl\-O eampa, so that they came not near each 
other all that night, and not m,er, or art1U1ttl Israel; therefore, 
they were not entrJeloped in the oloud and sea, much less were 
they immersed in them. 

In Isaiah ii. fifteenth verse, it says (referring to this baptism) 
lhat the wm1e1 roored when the Lord divided the sea. It reads 
thus : " I am the Lord thy God that dmdul. the sea whose ,om,e, 

roared.0 

It is a well known fact, that when the waves of the sea are 
made to rOll,r "by a strong 'W'inlJ," that there is alway, a ,praJ, 
which is very similar to imall drop, of roi:n. Ami the Israel­
ites beilffi' on the ,oe,t side of the sea, which having been .. di­
vided by a strong east wind," the spray must have blown direct• 
ly upon them, and that, too, in sufficient quantity to have abun• 
dantly baptized them by sprinkling ; but 110t in a quantity suffi­
cient to have immersed them, for" they went over dry shod." 

ThlolS we again baTe erident Scripture proof of water baptism 
by sprinkling, and they say that " by the mouth of t'IIJ9 or thr11e 
witnesses every word shall be established:" having thus farther 
proved water baptism to be by ,prinkling, from Moses- and the 
prophets, (and oor Lord says if a man will not hear Moses and 
the prop1lets, · that he would not be persuaded though one were to 
arise from th& flead,) some may object that the Israelites were 
not baptized; and that the expression of St. Paul, is only to be 
taken figuratively. In answer, it will be replied that St. Paul 
says that "they were fiil '/Japtize4," and which to believe- no- one 
will have any difficulty to cfetermine; ("" for cursed is the man 
that tmsteth in man ;"} and although we are " Mt to despise 
prop�syings," (or the opinions ol others,) yet we are to "prove 
all things " hy going "' to the- law and the testimony, and if any 
man speak not according to this word, it is beeause t:h.e:re is 11.(> 

light m. him;• and if they do speak according to it, then we 
are- to " Wd jaJlt that which is good,") and tbt it was not by 
t"mmersime, but l>y sprinkling has already "been shown by the 
foregoing examination. Therefore, the Greek word lJaptizo, 
when apptred to water baptism, also means to yurify by 1yriak­
lm8, not imm.ersion. 
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In 1 John Y. 8 and 9, it says that there are tkree that bear 
witness in the earth, the ,pirit, the water, and the b'lood; and 
these three agree in one. If we receive the witness of men, 
the witness of God is greater. It will be obe.rved that it says, 
"these three·agree in one," i.e. they agree in ,nu mode of pu· 
rifying, and that mode is sprinkling. 

For, that the blood is applied by ,prinkling is not only plain­
ly taught in the Scriptures, but is also allowed by all,• that the 

"Siuce· writing the above, in examining the Baptist Tract called "The Bcrip• 
ture Guide io Baptism," (which might with propriety be called almoet any otlttr 
pide than a '' 8cR1PTUBJD Guide,") I find that, having 'been unable in a magk ill­
,t,ace. to prO'H W1U81' baptiam by intnNraio,,, liom tbe SoriptllNII, &hey have DOt 
cmly attemptftl io prove waler immenion lrom the � and �inga of UIIUl• 
spired men, but alao, in the 25th page of aaid Tract, they attempt io prove Crom, 
(not the Scripturea, but) Cowrza,· that 

" ' There is a. fountain filltd with blood, 
Drawn ftom Immanuel'• veins; 

And ■innen pl,J,,g,tl 6-otla thatfiood, 
Looae all tbeii guilty stains.'" 

Nevertheless, it thus appeara that they ao far agree with the Scripturea, as to 
both beline, and also attempt to prove, that the three witneues (the water, die 
the apirit and the blood) agree in one MOD& o( applii:atioft. But that the mode of 
the blood is aot __,.aio,, but aprinkli,,g, wilJ appear eviden� tbr Bt. Poul aaya, 
in Heb. ls. '' For ii the blood of bulla and of goai., aprinkling the 1111Clean, .-. 
· tj/itth, ( or cleanseth) to the purifying of the fleah, how much more aball the hlood 
of Christ purge your conscience"-" when Mosea had iipoken every precept, 
he took the blood of ealvea and·of goat■ with tlJOlw, and q,rinkkd both the book 
end all the people; he eprinkled likewiae with 6lootl, beth the ta1-naele and all 
the vell!lla of the ministry, and almost all things ere, by A.he law, purged" (or 
purifitd) " unt/1 blood, and without the ihtd.dtng" ( and 1prinkling) ''. of /Jlood tlawe 
Uno remission." 

The word " �g " quli11ea the blood of Chriat, ■hewing that it was 
alao ■prinlded as wall u &luf " 1'lood QI "'1h and or soau." That it doee, .ia 
further evident lrom the twenty-second vene of the ten,th cbapter--:-it reatls, 
" having our hearts liprinkled" (by faith in the blood of Christ) " from an evil 
oomcienee," and ·Heb. Iii. "bui :ye are come to the blood of qmniling." And 
that the blood of Christ is by sprinkling, and not by immeraion, is settled beyond 
cavil by 1 Peter i. �t reads: " Elect, through aanctification " ( or purification) 
"of the Spiri! unto obedience, and IPRIIQ[LING of tlae BLOOD of Ju,u Christ." 
And furthermore, there ia not the least intimation in the whole Bible, that the
blood wa• applied by immeraion to purify; and it has already been seen in the 
foregoing eumination, that the adTOC&tea of immeraion are in as great an error 
in ret1pect to the ""''" of the apirit and the w,atw, as they are here ahowu to be 
in re■pect to the blood; (the three agreeinr In purifying by aprinkllttg.) 

4• 
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mode of purifying by the Spirit and by the water, has also been 
abundantly proved to be by sprinkling: to apply the water by 
immersion would make God's witnesses on earth disagree. And 
furthermore, no person has any right· to administer baptism by 
immersion, until he can prm,e it from the Scripture,, and 11Dt 
by his tu1ertiom. 

That the Scriptures should not have called those baptized who 
were immersed by the flood, or the Egyptians baptized which 
were immersed by "sinking like a stone" in the Red Sea, is 
strong evidence that immersion is not Scripture baptism, Whilst 
on the other hand, they karnng called the Israelites baptized 
who were not immer1ul, but only sprinkled with spray and a 
shower, is po1itive proof that 1prinkling i, Scripture baptism. 

CHAPTER Vll. 

The next passage that will be examined, is Heb. x. 22-it 
reads, " Let us draw near with full assurance of faith, having 
our heart, 1prinkleil from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
tDaSlietl with pure" [or clean] "water." 

This text is considered by those who hold to immersion, to 
be strong proof of ii: the expression, " bodies wtuhed with yur e 
water," is the portion which they consider as proving it; but 
that it does 11Dt prove it will appear evident, when the mode of 
tDaShing their bodies with yure (or clean) water is examined. 
And, to examine the mode of washing with clean water, it will 
be necessary first to examine the scope of the apostle's argu­
ment. 

The apostle, in Hebrews, has e�lained the Jewish ceremo­
nial law, as typical of the Christian dispensation, or as " the 
11,,aiJ,o,u, of good things to come ;" i. e. the new covenant. 

In Heb. x. I,• he says )hat " the jir,t covenant" thus distin-

• As SL Paul, in Rom. vi. vii. and viii. and in 1 Cor. x., wrote to deter believ­
en ftom "walking after lhe flesh," ao, in Hebrews, from i. to xi., he writes lo 
deter them lrom departing from the living God by llniMUef, and also to encourage 
the follmt,n, on to knOto the Lord-he repreaenta the ceremonial law u ■ 1h■dow of 
good things to come, which were promised under the "new covenant;" (i. e. 
the bapaam of the Holy Ghoat;) in the fourth chapter, he repreeenta the faith, 
whereby chril&iana receive the new hirth, u ihe reat, iypiJied by the land 



guishing from the new rmenant or agreement that God will give 
his Spirit to believers; (the ka:oing t'lw Spirit constituting tM 
harnng entered into t� lwliut, typified in the Old Testament,) 
" had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctua• 
ry ;" and from- the second to the fifth verse, he describes the 
tabernacle with its instruments, and adds in the fifth verse, that 
" when these things were thus ordained, tbe prie■ts went al­
ways into the ftrai tabernacle accomplishing the service of God,' 
and in the seventh verse he says, "but into· the •econd went ihe 
high priest-alone once every year," (not without blood which he 
offered for himself and the errors of the people.) The "Holy 

or Canaan: thoee who had not attained tbia faith, he emorta to labor to enter 
jnlo thia rea&, lest they 1hould &II by unbelictf-he aaya, "tltere remaineth, there­
fore, a rest to the people ot God; let 111 labor, therefore, to eater into tba& rwt, 
lest any man fall after the aame example of unbelief;" (i.e. u thoee Cell in die 
wildem- who did· not believe that Qod would, u he had promiaed, give 
&hem &he land of Canaan,) "f� we which haw IJ�lkwd [i. e. have truated in the 
blood of Chriat,J "DO mta- into B.J:IT;" "for "4 tJIDl u mtn-td into BUT, ht 1rat1a 
auo CetUtd /ro,n Ju """' •orb• God did Jrmn Ju," "Tlaia rwt," or 6irt4 of 
th,, Bpiril, he aaya, "wu typified 6y the holiutm the lllhemacle under the law," 
and he calla npon them to " enter boldly into thia holiest'' elate through f'aitb in 
the �nt veii of the Saviour'■ fte■h; (i. e. by ill merilll. J Thl■ "reat" doe■ not 
refer to the ne:i:t world, for ke require, them to enter "to-day," and he aaya, we, 
"tJIDl haw� do IIIUI'." In the &enth he aaya, ■peaking of the covenant­
"He 11!,ketli away thefo'•(; that he may eatlbli■h the •«ond by;_the which (will) 
we are aanc&ified through the qffmn1 of tM IJody of Juw Chrvt." Wli,refon, 
the Holy Gho■t ia a witn-, for alter that, he ■aid before, " Thia ia the con­
SilT, ■aith the Lord� that I will make with them (believer■] after tho■e da79, I 
IIJiU put 111¥ law [i. e. Spirit) wtithiA t1w ,,_,.: and in t1w 111a1tU will I wri1e 
them, and lhnr nu and tMir � IIJill rtlllnaber "° 1110n." "Now, where 
rffllimon of thuc u, !here ia no fllOl'e oll'erin& for ■in"-in the worda ol the au& 
under connderation, he calla upon any, who might not have entered tbia reei, or 
holy of holie■, ( the baptiam of the Spirit-the fallillmen& -Of the new covenant,) 
to "draw near in fall iu_,..cc of jaill&, having their 1-rt. .,..W from an nil 
CODllcienee, and their IJodia � with pure wa&er;" and to lhem and tho■e who

had en&ered, he ■aye, " let a■ hold &at the profe■■ion of oarjaitA IDit1ioalf IDtJDO'iv," 
"tbr, if we ■in wilfully after tllat we have the knowledge of the truth, there n­
mainetb no more aacrifioe forain■, bu& a certain" "jndgmeRt;" and ha-ring )118-
'rioualy aaid, ubeloved, we aie penaacled bet&er thinp of yon, and thinp tha& 
accompany aalvation. Though we th111 ■peak," he aaya, "we are not of them 
tha& draw back to perdition," (probably alluding to ■ome who had apo■tamed,] 
"but of them who believe to the aa'ring of the ■oul;" i. e. ol lho■e tha& r-111 
■-dti,L 



Ghost " (by) " tku signifying that the way into the koliut of 
all was not yet made manifest, while the first tabernade was 
standing," which (" the way into the holiest of all Mt bdng 
made manifut ") was a figure of the time then pruent, (i. e. of 
the Jewish dispensation,) which plainly implies that the holiest 
of all, as well as the Ler,iticcl priuthood, and Jewish ceremo­
nies, was a type of the dispen,ation of tke Spirit (or new cove• 
nant)-he speaks of the high priest as typical of Christ, and of 
the priests as typical of Christians ; - (therefore " Christ" 1s cal­
led the " Great High Priest of our profession.") 

St. Peter also says, in I Peter ii. 9, that believers "are a rtY/1-
al priesthood," and St. John says, in Rev. i. 6, that Christ "'katl,, 
made us kings and priuts untQ God:" it will be observed that 
it does not say that he tDill make us priests ; but it says that 

· he "katk made m prie,t,."
The apostle thus refers to believers a, priuts, and says­

" having boldness, brethren, to enter into the koliut by the blood
of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he (Jesus) hath con­
secrated for us through the Mil, that. is, his flesh; (alluding to
the veil in the tabernacle, which divided the holiest from the
l,,oly, and through which the high priest could only enter alone
once every year ; thereby showing that the way into the dispen­
sation of the Spirit, was not made manifest while the first tab­
ernacle, or koly place, was standing, which was a figure of the
time then present, when the high priest could only enter into
the koliut, by sprinkling blood before the mercy seat, and also
having had blood put upon him at his consecratjon.) This veil
was, rent in twain from the top to the bottom at the death of

. Obrist, th8l'eby. showing that the way into the· holiest of a11 ·was
Ui,en made by his death, for all priests, i. e. believers.

And in .the twenty-second verse St. Paul says to all profes­
tlOl& ofreligion, (addressing them as Priuts, and inviting them 
to enter this holiest place by faith in the blood of Jesus,) "let 
us draw near with full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
,prinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed witk 
·pen water,.,alluding kere to tke fact, that the Jewish (or T'!f.Pi­
cal) Priuts had, upon their first entrance upon the Priest's office,

..... 
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blood sprinkled upon them, and their bodies [sprinkled or] 
waslwl with pure water. 

Thus the Christian, upon his entrance upon the profession of 
his Spiritual Priesthood, has his " heart sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, by faith in the blood. of Christ, and also his body 
washed with clean water, by being baptised, or in other words, 
by having clean (91 pure) water sprinkled upon him ; which ex­
planation will be found to be correct, by examining the mode of 
the WOJJhing the priests bodies {at their entrance upon the priest's 
offices.) 

In Exodus nix. 4, it says, "And Aaron and his sons thou 
shalt bring unto the door of the Tabernacle of the congregation, 
and shalt wOJJh them with water," (and it is evident this washing 
ettuld not have been performed by immerlion at that place.) In 
Num. viii. 6 and 7, it will be seen kou, this washing or purify­
ing waa performed. It says, " Take the Levites and cleanse" 
(or purify) "them, and tku, shalt thou do unto them to cleans, 
them : ,prinkle water of pu:rifying upon tum," &c. 

That a person can be tJJailwl clean, in a Scriptural sense, 
without being immer,ed, is evident from the words of our Lord, 
in St. John xiii. from the eighth to the tenth verses, thus, " Pe­
ter saith unto him, thou shalt never wash my feet. Je8U8 an• 
swered him, if I toaiA Tm 110t, thou hast no part with me.­
Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also 
my hands and my head. Jesus saith unto him, he that i, washed 
needeth not save to v,ul,, kilfeet, but is dean er,ery whit." 

It will be observed that Christ calls t1i.e washing Peter's 
feet the washing him. . And he also says, that by the toa1h• 
ing of Peter's fed that he was clean er,er, flJhit. 

Therefore, if a man can be Scripturally (purified or) wa,Md 
dean tlllery whit, by having his feet washed, he can also by hav­
ing clean water sprinkled upon him. That he can be thus 
cleansed, has positively been proved by the word of God, where 
he says, in Ezekiel, that he will sprinkle clean water wpon them 
and that they 111,a/,l be dean. 

And that washing can be performd by l'J)Tinkling, is also evi­
dent from Luke vii. 381 where the woman washed Christ'• feet 



with her tears, which of course were applied by drops, and there­
fore sprinkled upon them. 

The scope of the Apostle's argument in that portion of He­
brews under consideration is, that the person who believes in 
Christ and is baptized, has as much right to enter into the holiest, 
spiritually, (i. e. receive the baptism of the Spirit through the 
blood of sprinkling,) as the ancient High Priest had to ener into 
the typical Holiest, by having the blood and the water of puri­
fying sprinkled upon him, or the Priests had to enter into the 
service of the Tabernacle, when they bad thus been qualified. 

It will also be remembered, that just previous to our Lord's 
entering upon his ministry, that he went to John to be purified 
or baptized. 

The question arises, why was Christ baptized 1 The answer 
is, to fulfil the Scriptures ; for when John forbade him he says, 
"Suffer it to be so now, for tmu it becometk tu to fulfil aU rigkt­
lOIU'neU." And furthermore, as he was about thirty years of 
age, and was entering upon his Priest's pffiee, (the law requiring 
a man to be thirty years of age before he could be qualified ;) 
it was undoubtedly the " washing" that was necessary for him 
to receive, before he could lawfully officiate ; and it must ther&­
fore have been performed by sprinkling, as has been shown from 
Numbers. 

It will be remembered, that the priest, to be qualified, was 
brought, to be washed or purified, to the door of the tabernack, 
which was "a ,l,,.adqu, of good tki11g, to C1>1TUJ," (i. e. of the dis­
pensation of the Spirit,) so Christ, when he was to be qualified, 
came to "John's baptism" which was likewise, the door or en­
trance, to the dispensation of the Spirit. (The kingdom of God, 
prophesied of in Daniel ii. 44.) 

Bat there _is another reason that absolutely required that 
Christ should be sprinkled. He was made under the law, there­
fore his being without sin would not free him from submitting to 
tJNry ceremonial requirement, whether of the Law, (for instance 
.as circumcision, &e.) or of the Gospel, (as baptism.) As the 
prophecy in Ezekiel required that clean water should be sprink­
led upon them (i.e. that they should be baptized with water,) 
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before that they were baptized with the Spirit, we, therefore, see 
that as soon as John baptized (i. e. sprinkled clean water upon) 
him, straightway he was baptized by the Holy Ghost, by 
its descending in a bodily shape like a dove, and abiding upon 
him, although the spiritual baptism of the rest of the church 
did not commence until the day of Pentecost. 

Circumcision was typical of the purification from sin by the 
Spirit, as much as water baptism is ; yet, because " ke was made. 
ttnder tke law," it was necessary for him to submit to them both, 
(not because ke needed cleaming, but). because the law re.qui,,._ 
ed it of him as a man. 

And in the passage quoted from Numbers, it will be remem• 
bered, that the water that was to be sprinkled upon them was 
called "the water of purifying." 

And also in St. John iii. 25 and 26, when there arose a dis­
pute whether they should go to John or to Christ to be baptized, 
it was called a question" about purifying." And in Matt. vii. 
4, it says that, " there were set six water pots, after the 11ian11M 
of r,rifying by the Jews." And that the l'UNNER of purifying 
by the Jews was not by immersion, is evident from two facts. 
The first is, the pots did not hold enough to immerse them in. 
And the second is, that the manner of purifying among the Jews 
wll.B fixed by the Scriptures, and was by a clean person sprink• 
ling clean water upon the unclean person or persons. See 
Num. xix. 19, 20. And that purifying by sprinkling is un­
doubtedly the meaning of the word haptizo, when used· in the 
New Testament, has been shown. 

There is no word in the English language that posseSSEiB'aH 
the meanings of the word baptizo. The words cleanse and purl• 
fy, when used in a scriptural sense, come the nearest to· it.­
bnmer1e does not express near its full meaning, for baptzzo rdso 
means to sprinkle pour, wash, wet, cleanse, purify, dip, cowtl/1'

1 

&c. Therefore pour does not express its meaning, neither ·doea 
dip, sprinkle or wash. Though the word sprinkle comes the 
next nearest.in its meaning, to cleanse or purify, as the most of 
the Jewish purifications were performed by spnrtAling, although 
they were sometimes'.performed by wa,hing and also by dippl"lf, 

, 
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and probably in 10me instances of utensils, by immersion : and 
even where previous washing had been performed, they were 
then purified by sprillkling. 

As the precile mode of water baptism to be used under the 
ppel had been.fixed, by being fort-told by the prophets Isaiah 
and Ezekiel, therefore our Saviour and his Apostles� instead of 
ruing the term that defi,,ud the 1'UHle, undoubtedly used the word 
baptizo, which did not of itself express any preci,e mode, but in 
·its definition comprehended eoery mode that had been used in
the Old Testament to tipify our purification by the Holy Ghost,
and to which Paul also refers when he speaks of dii,er1 wash­

ing,, cf-c.; the Greek is baptisms, [baptumo,] (although under 
the gospel dispensation, there is but mze mode of baptism, as
well as one Lord and one faith.} As the mode had already been
fixed by the Scriptures, there was no occasion for them to com­
m.and it ; they were not making new Scriptures, but .ful:filling
"the Scriptures." If the mode had not, already� fixed by
the Scriptures, and if they had wished to have commanded it
by immerlion, they could have used the Greek word "dupto,"

for 1t means unequivocally to immerse, dip, or dive under. If
they had wished to have commanded the mode by wa,king, 
they could have used. the word "louo," which means, (when
applied to the mode,) unequivocally to wash: if they had desired
to command the mode by pouring, they could have used the
word '.' ekcluxJ," which means unequivocally to pour. Or if they
had wished to have commanded the mode (which is) by sprink­
ling, they could have used the word "rantizo," which meana 
unequivocally to $prinkle, when appUed to the mode. Although
the Greek words louo, ekckeo and rantizo mean to purify,
when they are not applied to the mode. And likewise in Mark
Yii. 2, 30, the baptizing the hands of the Pharisees, is called in 
the 4th verse, the baptizing of them. : but is translated " wash," 

in our English version ; but should have been rendered purify.
John iii. 26, we have found the Greek word baptizo (when

applied to the ordinance of baptism,) defined to mean, (not im•
fJl67'rion, but} purifying or cleaniing. And Peter informs us,
that this purifying ii aot the putting away of the filth of the
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.foeih, but the anstcer of a good eon,cieneti totoard God, (i. e. 
God has commanded it, with the promiie that if we obey, he 
will forgive us our sins by baptism and faith the blood of 
Ghrist; [in obeying this command, we have our conscience wit­

nesnng, that we are forgiven:] this also corresponds with the 
words of Paul when he says that the blood of Christ (" by faith") 
shall purge (or purify) our C011Science from dead works to serve
the living God. , 

• 

The foregoing definition of the- word baptize,, to mean PURIFY 
is not there given by sectarian manufacturers of Lexi.com, but · 
by St. John, an "eye witness," who was chosen by the Son 'of 
God himself, to be a witness of the truth. And he in the iii. 
22, testifies that baptizi,eg IS purifyfng (not dea,tk nor immer­
sion.) 

Thus we here have the meaning of the word baptizo, when 
applied to the ordinance of water baptism; positiTJely fixed by 
the New Testament to mean "purify." And this is undoubt­
edly the meaning of it in Mark vii. 4, where it is translate,d 
"wash."* 

Now the mode (or "manner") of purifying fixed (not by 
the prejudice of man, but) by the " Scriptures" is thus: " talce 
the Levites from among the children of Israel and cleanse them, 
and thus shall thou do unto them to clean:se them; spri'Rkle water 
of PURIFYING Upon them;" Num. viii. 6,7; also Num. xix. 17, 18, 
"A clean person shall talce hyssop and dip it •in the water, and 
sprinkle it upon the tent, and upon all the vessels, and upon the 
persons," &c. This i, "the ma'lffler of JJll,rifying by the Jews" 
spoken of in St. John, in reference to the six water pots of the 

• Since writing the above, I have found the following in " the Mo. Sub. Bap. 
p. 24." 

'President Dwight, that moat accurate Greek aeholar, says, "I have examined
almoat om lw.ndud inatalicea in the New Testament, and/our in the Septauagent, 
and to my apprehension.it ia evident that the primary meauing of the word bap 
tizo is cletmsing;" and that " tinge, dye, stain, or color, was the original classical 
meaning of the word: and in many inatances it cannot be made, without obvious 
impropriety, to signify umnernon; and in others it cannot aipify it at all." He 
aays, "eooording to the great body of leamed critics and lexicographers, bapru:o 
means originally to ting�, •tain, dye or color; and wlaen it means immerrion, it ii 
only in a mo.'ldary and occammal sense." (Theo!. vol. v. p. 331,)' 

6 

-



marriage at Cana of Galilee, and also the purifying or washing, 
spoken of in Mark viii. 4. 

When we take the word baptizo to mean clean,e, how well it 
shows the fulfilment of the prophesy in Ezekiel, which 81lya 
that we ,hall be clea by having clean water ,prinkkd upon u,; 
'but if we take it to mean immene, we not only have no proof 
that it ever has the meaning when used in the New Testament: 
but it likewise fulfils ,w propke,y of the Scripture, l�ves the 
prophesy that God " would sprinkle clean water on the Church 
before he put his Spirit within it unfulfilled, thereby contradict• 
ing the word of Christ, (who came to fulfil the Scriptures) who 
ea.id " that heaven and earth should pUB, but not one jot or tittle 
of the Scriptures shall pass until all was fulfilled. 

If the prophesy in Ezekiel had read after, I have "put my 
Spirit within you," I will immerse you in clean water, instead 
of saying that after I have sprinkled clean water upon you, "I 
will put my Spirit within you,". the advocates of immersion 
would never have doubted but that it referred to baptism by 
water ; and the only reason that they are so eager to set aside 
the prophets, when they are contending for immersion is, that 
they do not foretell immerlion; but on the contrary, they pori• 
tit,ely foretell the sprinkling of clean water, in the gospel dia­
pensation. 

The next, and last passage that will be eDmined is 1st Peter 
ill. 21. It reads," The like.figure whereunto even baptism doth 
also now save ua, (not by the putting away the filth of the flesh, 
but by the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the re-
1Url'8ction of Jest11 Christ. 

The meaning of the above passage appears to be this ; that 
the salvation of the eight souls by water in the .Ark, and water 
l>aptilm, were like "figure," of OU,r ,al-r,ation from a guilty con­
science (" by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,") [i. e. they were 
like figures of our ,al,,,atwn, by the Spirit that raised up Christ 
from the dead.] 

That the eight persons here spoken of were not immersed is 
evident from the fact, that they entered the Ark before the f01m• 
tains of the great deep were broken up. Therefore if they 



were baptized (though we have no proof that they were,) it 
must have been by a shower. 

As the human mind is prone to run into extremes,• it is pro­
bable that those who hold to immersion, have run into that er­
ror, by taking the word baptizo in its extreme sense, in the same 
manner that the primitive church did, by taking the word sup­
per (which means a feast) in its extreme sense, when applied 
to the Lord's supper; but, in that case, they ate and drank dam­
nation by thus interpreting it, and were rebuked by the apos­
tle ; and it is probable that if they had run into the error of 
baptizing by immersion, in the apostles' times, that he would 
have rebuked them for that also. 

The conclusion from the above . is, ihat if we can eat the 
Lord's supper or feast, by only eating a small piece of bread, 
and drinking a small quantity of wine, we can be baptized (pu· 
rifled or washed, for the three tenns have the same meaning, 

· when used in the New Testament,) by having a small quantity
of water sprinkled upon us.

CHAPTER vm. 

In the fifty-second page of a tract publuhed by the Baptiat 
Tract Society, entitled "The Scripture Guide to Baptism," fu
answer to the question " How long was immersion· eontinued as 
a gen61'al practice aJ»i<>ng all Christians 1" it quotes, t" We arc 
able to make it appear, by the acts of councils, and by the an­
cient rituals, that for TmRTEEN HUNDRED YEARS, baptism was thua" 

• That man w atrongl:g iNclilNd to o.wdo 1he �. while he Mgl«t6 er -
di!rdoes those things that BNI the fllala of religion, ia evident (tom 1he file&, that 
Peter wu very zealoua to have his hmd and ·1umu UllUhed, when Christ wu go­
ing to wuh only hia feet; (but Chrisl informed him"that, by having his feet 
waehed, he �· clean every whit, and nHd not to wuh his Mad and hands,) yet 
that very night he fell into a very gr,ievoua tran.lgression, for fle/ll«ting the p. 

peated admoni�ons of Christ to " watch and pray teat he ahou.ld enter into temp­
tation." 

It ia evident from the cue alao of thoee who, in their zeal to literally eat she 
Lord'• mpper, noc only mglecud the 'l1itaZ. of religion, but they likewile at, ud 
drank damnation by drunkenne88 and gluttony. 

Alao, ilie case of the judaizing teachera, spoken of in Galatians, ( of whom Paul 
aid, of thOl8 who had embraced their doctrine, that •' they Juul mll�n from grace," 
and that "Chriac ahould profit them·nothing,") show■ it. 

tBoauet. 



[by immersion] "administered throughout the whole church, as 
far as possible." •" Several authors have shown and proved, 
that this immersion continued (as much as possible) to be used 
THIRTEEN HUNDRED YEARS after Christ." 

That the foregoing quotations are rwt proof of what they are 
brought to prove, i. e. " That immersion for thirteen hundred 
years was administered throughout the whole ckurck as far a, 
possible," is evident from the following quotations: 

Pond says, (see Trea. Chris, Bap. p. 61,) "Until the rise of the 
anabaptists, (as they were called,) in the sixteenth century, I 
find no account of any church or sect of christians which held 
that immersion was essential to baptism, Some," says he, 
"seem to have practised immersion, (connected with various 
idle ceremonies,) uniformly, except in cases of necessity; others, 
still, baptized indifferently by immersion, pouring, or sprinkling, 
according to circumstances ; while all agreed that immersion 
tDaS rwt essential, but that baptism in other modes was e,q:ually 

valid." 
Reed says, " We do know that dipping and sprinkling were 

both practised in the second century ; and each practice hath 
been continued from that period to the present time. "t

Dr. Doddrigge, speaking of the first century, says, "I 8'11,ppoJC 
immersion was often though not constantly used. "t 

Zanchius says, " As in a matter of liberty and indifferency, 
the church sometimes followed one ceremony and sometimes 
the other, as she judged most expedient."� 

Zelenus says, "Dipping was formerly more used, especially 
in the hot countries of Judea; but this mode was not universal• 
ly practised, or essential to the ordinance of baptism."11 

Calvin tells us, " that the substance of baptism being retain­
ed, the church, from the beginning, enjoyed a liberty of using 
somewhat different rites." And says he, "Whether the person 
baptized be wholly immersed, and whether thrice. or once, or 
whether water be only poured or sprinkled upon him, is of no 
importance. ",r 

• Staclthouae. tApol. p. 239. f Fam. Expoi,. 1 Cor. i. 16. § P. Clarke's Scrip.
Grounds of Infant Bap. p. 128. U Reed'• Apo!, p. 113. t Pauim. lna&itv.&ell, 
1111d vol. iii, P• 343. . . 
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Danaeus, says, "At this day, they who are to be baptized, are 
mostly sprinkled only with water, and not dipped into it."*

W alaeus says, " It has always been indifferent in the Chris• 
tian Church, whether baptism were administered by a single or 
a triune immersion, or ,whether sprinkling or immersion were 
used."t 

Martin Bucer says, about the year of 1620, that " God com­
manded unto man such a rite, as that either by the intinction, 
ablution, or sprinkling of water, they shoutd receive remission 
of sins. "t 

Erasmus says, "With us (the Dutch) they have the water 
poured on them in baptism. "9 

Lynwood says, in 1422, " Baptism may be given by pouring 
or sprinkling. "9 

About the same time, " the synod of Angiers speaks of dip­
ping or pouring as used indifferently in baptism. "9 

Durant, A. D. 1280, says, '' Sometimes baptism is given by 
immersion, so that the whole child is dipped in water ; and 
sometimes it is given by aspersion, when the child is sprinkled, 
or water is poured upon it."11 

About the year 1200, Thomas Aquinus discussed the ques­
tion, whether immersion be of necessity of baptism, and an­
swers it in the negative; ·for says he, "as a washing with wa­
ter may be made, not only by immersion, but also by aspersion 
or affusion, so a baptism may be made by sprinkling or pouring 
on water.",r 

In the year 1140, Gratian speaks of. baptism as administered 
by sprinkling: "The blessed w�ters with which men are sprink­
led avails to their sanctification."_. 

Bernard, A. D. 1120, speaks of baptism as administerE¥1 by 
pouring.tt 

Liudgerus is .sitjd� by Mabillon, to have "bap_tized a little in• 
fant, by pout4ig :on holy water."tt 

"Isagoge Chri■tiana pa. 4, Cap. 29, p. 522. t Synop. Theo. Disput. 44. 
;Com. Epia. Rom. vi. §Wall'• His. Infant Baptism, p. 2, ch. 9, p. 467. §Wall 
p. 469, UP. De Rim Baptizandi, Cap. 2. ,r Walker'■ Doc. Bap. ch. 10. "* P. 
De Co1llecra&. Diat. 4. ttP, Epi■, 77. UP, Acta Sanctomm, p.2 cap. 7. 

(jff 



In �. Nicetas Serroniu, speaks of those who have been 
baptized by pouring.• 

W alapidus Shabo, who flourished about the. year 860, says, 
" many have 'been baptized, not only by immersion, but also 
(lauper fu:ndendo) by pouring water on them from above, and 
they may still be so baptized. "t 

Bede frequently uses the term ti?&go, ahluo, perfu:ndo aqua, in 
relation to baptism, and represents one Herebaldus speaking of 
himself as baptized in this way: "I waa sprinkled with water."* 

In the year 499, Clodovacus, king of the Franks, was bap­
tized by Remigiu, archbishop of Rheims, not by immersion, 
but (per inju,,ioMm aq,uu) by pouring of water."� 

Gennadins, of Marseilles, who flourished about the year 490, 
says, " The person to be baptized makes confession of his faith 
before the priest, and after confe88ion,.he is either wetted with 
water or plunged into it. "II 

T!!e centuriators (q�oting from Socrates, Lib. 7, Cap.17) tell 
us of a celebrated font, "out of which (baptza a to aqua ,uperfa,a) 
water is poured from above on the baptized person." 

In the year 390, Aurelius Pindentius, a man of consular dig­
nity, a chrjstian and a poet, thus sings in one of his evelling 
hymns : "Worshipper of God, remember that thou didst go 
under the (rorem ,anctum) holy dews of the font and laver," in 
other words, that thou wast sprinkled in baptism. ,r 

Dupin states that Constantine· the Great, " being clothed with 
a white garment and laid upon his bed, was baptized in a 80-
lemn manner by Eusebius. ,, ..

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, a warm hearted christian, and 
a martyr to his religion, who lived about 160 years after the 
apostles, speaking of some who were baptized by sprinkling, 
quotes the language of the prophet Ezekiel : " I will sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean;" and then he adds, 
" Hence it appears that sprinkling is of equal validity lrith the 
salutary bath_."tt 

• P.Com. on Greg. Ord. p.40. t P. De Rebu. Eccl. Cap. 26, p. ,US. * P. Eoei.
Ilia. Lll>, G, Cap. 6.. 6 Walbr'• Doc. Bap. ch.10, 13. · I Wall p. 466. ,Walka. 
Doo. Bap. ch.10. "P. Dupin Eecl. Bia.vol. 2, p. IU. tt P. Op.a,..._ Lib. 2, 
Epia.7. 

�, ... 



Eusebius mentions Basilides aa having been baptized in prison. 
Novatian, a distinguished philoeopher, _became a chri11tian 

about 120 years after the apostles; and says Eusebius, the ecclesi­
astical historian, who lived not long after N evatian, being "visi­
ted with sickness, baptism was administered to him, according 
to the c,atum of thole time,, 1,y afiusion or ,prinklmg."• 

Lawrence, who became a christian ahou.t .fifty year, after the 
apostles, and suffered martyrdom, a little while before he suf­
fered, baptized, with a pitcher of water, one of his exeeu­
tioners.t 

henins, born aboot the time the apostle John died, speaks of 
a sect of christiims, " who,'' he says, " baptized by an affusion 
of water mixed with oil."* 

Athanasius, another early father, speaks of a sect who prac­
tised "baptism by sprinkling;,•� (rtmtiz01llffl01I.) 

In the time of Marcus AureliQa Antonius, about lizty ar n­
Wla'!f years after the apostles, a distinguished bishop decided in 
a certain case, that " the man was baptized, if he only had 
water poured upon him," &:c,11 

Cave states that the primitive ebristians thought the martyn 
" sufficiently qualified for heaven, by being baptized in their 
own blood. n,r 

Athanasius, one of the early fatbe:rs, who swfered severe ·tri­
als and was finally a martyr, speaks" of the baptiem of tean.'1 

Gregory, another father, says, "I know Gf a fourth baptism, 
that by martyrdom od Uoo4! and I know of &"fifth, that of 
tear,."•• 

Bassil, another father, says of a mart}'r, "He was baptised 
with his own blood.",.. 

The author of t� :Responses te Antiochu, (attn"buted to Atha­
nasius) says, "God hath granted unto man three i,urpgl>ap­
tism11: that of water, that of 1he testimony of one's· own Wool, 
and that of tean."tt 

•Emeb, Eecl. Hil. Lib. 6, Cap. 5 Uld43. tWall'1 Hi& Infiml :U.. pa1'1,
p. 466. i P. Adven. Haeres. Lib. 1, ch. � f P. Orat. 3. II Waltre'1 Doo.
Jlap. ch. 10. 'I[ Prim. Ch,ri,, pm 1, ch 10. NTemb ed. of 1728, p. 191. ••Walk•
er Cap.6. ttWalker'■ Doe. Bap. cliap. 6.
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Lactantius, a noble christian, born in the third century, says 
Christ received baptism "that he might save the Gentiles by 
baptism; that is, by the distilling of the early dew," (purijiici 
roris perfiuione. •) " The water of baptism is here represented 
as falling like dew. Can any, then, be more expressive 1" 

So Tertullian, who lived within 100 years of the apostles, 
speaking of a man who had been baptized, says, " Who will ac­
commodate you a man whose penitence is so little to be trusted 
with one sprinkling of water 1" (a,perginem unan aque.)t 
This shows both what was the opinion of Tertullian, and also 
that sprinkling was a mode of baptism then _practised. 

Clemens Alexandrius, who lived. within fifty years of the 
apostles, says of a backslider whom the apostle John was t� 
means of reclaiming, "He was baptized a second time wUh 
tears;""' .. a most emphatic expression to show. that baptizo means 
affusion.t (Mo. and Sub. Bap. p. 27.) 

Thus we find, from the foregoing quotations, that, so far from 
"immersion having been used throughout the whole church as 
much as possible," sprinkling (or pPuring) has been practised 
in the church up to the very days of the apostles. 

The informed advocates of immersion meet the foregoing in­
controvertible evidence of the uniform (though not universal) 
practice of sprinkling, by the church, from the earli�st ages, 
by quoting as (we have before shown) they have done the word 
baptizo, the Greek prepositions, and the writings of those di­
vines who hold to sprinkling, in such a manner that the unin­
formed a.re inevitably led to the conclusion, that they held that 
immersion only was practised in the times of the early fathers : 
whilst the uninformed boldly deny (as above) "that sprinkling 

. was practised in the church until the 13th century." 
Thus, from church history it is also evident that the error of 

immerlion was very early in the church, ( although not as early as 
the error of eating and drinking too much at the Lord's supper ;) 
but as its advocates did not 1et up for exclusiveness, and as the 
New Testament has not commanded the mode, (the mode having 

• Opera L11>. 4, Cap.15. t P. p. 33, De poenitit, Cap. 6. f Eusebiua Eccl: Bia
Lib. iii. Cap. 211, ed. ot 1672. 
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been fixed by the law and the prophets, and- as it 1s probable 
that the knowledge of the fact that the apostles proved all thing, 
from the Scriptures, was soon lost in the early church,) there­
fore, it is likely that all persons were permitted to be baptized 
in any mode that they thought the most proper. This accounts 
for the fact that the mode of baptism was no oftener mentioned 
in the early history of the church ; and not " that sprinkling is 
a modern innovation." Furthermore, as a great part of the 
gospels, and almost the entire of the epistles, were written to 
combat error, if those errors had not arisen or existed, those 
portions of the New Testament would in all probability never 
have been written; (and we are indebted to (',()'l'/trovtr,y for the 
most part of the New Testament;) therefore, if the mode of bap­
tism had been controverted either in the apostles' times or im­
mediately following, it undoubtedly would have been alluded io 
in the epistles or the writings of the early fat4ers. 

But as the church were, in the apostles' times and immedi­
ately following, in the practice of proving all things from the 
Old Testament ; and as immersion had not there been foretold, 
but the "sprinkling of clean water," and the "sprinkling oC 
the nations;" there was no room foi either wntrorJt:rl'/f or cli­
TJersity of opinion, until the church generally had so far " de­
parted from the faith," as to cease " to take keed to the more mre 
W01'd of prophecy, as to a light that shineth in a dark plue,,, 
and to" the law and the testim011.y ;" and to know that "if any ma,a 
spake not according to this word, there was 'llO light in him." 

And it may be safely affirm�d, that the departing from the "law 
and the te.stimony," is the only reason why a portion of the 
church have "stumbled! fallen 1 and been broken" (off ! from 
their brethren,) " and snared ! and taken" in the error of immcr­
si011., and close communion. 



ER.RA.TT A. 

Pap 3, boUom line, lor ._. read BeMm. 
" !U, 18th line from top, fbr l&lnt., read Heb. iL JO. 
" at, 3d " " bouom, ror --"', l'8lld mth.

" 34, 7th " " " iDNn tltol bet!ire rai«d. 
" 36, 12th lill8 6am die top, tbr 11111, radar,. 



PART SECOND. 

SCRJPTURAL QUAIJFICA.TlONS NECESSARY Ji'OR BAPTISM, 

CHAPTER I. 

"TotheLaeU¥f to the�' 
'' U they � not accordifv to tJu ioord, it ii beca11.1e there ia no light iD 

them, · 
"And tl,q ■hall pan throull'h it, hardly beatead and h11Dg?1," . 

Ill. 'riii. !», il, 

.AJJ the passage in Mark ui. lo, 16, which says, that II Jui 
tkat belier,es, and is· baptized ,haJ,l be s<nied ;" is thought by 
many to tea�h, that a man must be bom of the Spirit, ( by /J.,. 
lieinng witk a keart u'R.to righte<n.t811A81,) before he ought to be 
united to the visible church by water baptism.• 

It will be shown that the expression, 11 he that believeth and 
is baptized, skall be lfnJed," so far from proving, or even inti• 
mating that the individual was jir,t to believe with a heart UU• 
to righteousness, (th�reby being bom of the Spirit,) and tkento 
be baptized; (for it says, he that believeth and ii-not shall 
be-baptized, shall be saved,) that the expression II is baptized," 
proves that he was already baptized; wken he should be saT.ed 
by exercising saving faith; and that he u,a, already baptized 
token he exercised it will be fully shown, in the exammation of 
parallel, pas,ages. 

In the first place, the baptism having been mentioned ltut, is 
no proof that it was administered. last; for we read in one of 
the epistles, that "we are chosen, by the sanctiji,cation of tlie 
Spirit, and the belief of the truth;''. yet we find in Eph. i. 13, 
speaking of this very ckoic,1 that the sanctification of the Spirit 

* A peraon ii made a member oi the viirible chmch l,g tOattr baptum, and re­
maint oae, until he bu been regularJr expellecL 
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took place last, although mentioned first. It reads, "in whom 
ye also trzuted after that ye '/teari the word of truth, the gos­
pel of yo11r salvation, in whom also after that ye beli� ye 
were 1eal,e,d," [i. e. 1anctyie,d,] "with the Holy Spirit," and al­
though the belief of the trnth was meittioned la:rt in their being 
chosen, (or elected;) yet here is positive proof that it took place 

first; then certainly the expression "is baptized," which im­
plies at least, that they were already baptized, is no proof that 
the baptism took place efrer they exercised the faith, that should 
ave them. 

So far from the text in Mark xvi. le, proving that the persons 
referred to were o!lreo.dy 1ai,e,d, by being born of the Spirit, 
when they were to be baptized ; it proves that they were to be 
baptKed with water prer,imu to their being saved, and as a wn­
dition of salvation; for it says, (not he that is so:oe,d, sholl be 
baptized, but) that he that "is baptized shall be saved." In 
Titus we find WH'.EN this ,alvatum. is to take place ; it 'is not in 
the next 1.COrld, but in thi,: for it says, {nol who ,hall, but) 
"who hath saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and the 
.anctification of the Spirit, which he shed upon us abundantly · 
by Jesus Christ:'' 

And in I Pet-er, i. 8, i2, .in speaking of this sali,atfun, it says, 
whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, (though now ye see 
him not, yet) believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory: --receiving (the end of your faith e-ren,) the SAL­
VATION OF YOUR soULs; of w'hich SAL"9"ATIO:tlt, the prophets, 
(who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you,) have 
inquired and searched diligently, searching what, or what man­
ner of time, the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signi­
fy ; when it testifies before hand, the sufferings of -Christ and 
the glory that ilwuld folluw; unto them it was revealed that '1IIJt 
fllllto themsel,ves, but unto us, they did minister the thin!f$ which 
are now reported. unto you by them that have preached the goe­
pel unto you, &c., with the Holy Ghost s_ent down from heaven, 
w,hich things {the salvatioJi of the soul by faith in the blood of 
Christ,] "the angels desire to look into/' &c. Also Heb. xi. 
(after its having dwelt largely upon the faith of the church un-



der the law; it ends by saying,) " and these all having obtained 
a good report. through faith, receioed not the promise" (i. e. the 
6aptilm of the Spirit,) '' God having promised. some .l>etter 
tking, for us, that they without" ( or before,) " us, should not be 
made perfect." 

In Heb. ix. 8, 9, 13 and 14, it says, the Holy Ghost, thy] 
thia signifying that the way into the holiut of all was not Jet
made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standi�g, 
111hich" (.firit tabernacle) " was a figure of the time then yruent
(in which we're offered both gifts and sacrific�s,) that OfJtUd not

make him that did the service perfect as pertaining to con­
icience," "for if the blood of bulls and of goats and the ashes 
of an heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sancti.fietk to the purifying
of the flesh, how 11W,Ch more shall tke blood of Christ, .(who of• 
fered himself without spot to God,) pur&e yrmr conscience from 

_dead works to serr,e the living God." 
Chap. x. 14, 17,it says," For by one offering he hath perfecte!i 

tor ever, tkem that are sanctified. Whereof the Holy Ghost, also

u a WITNESS to us : for after that he had said before, this is (¥
COVENANT, that I will make with tkem after those days, saith the
Lord; I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds
I will write them; .11.nd their sins and iniquities will I remember
no more; now where remission of these i, there is no more of­
fering for sin."· See also .viii. �12. 

Matt. i. 21, it says of Christ, that they shall call his name 
Jesus, because he ,hall SAVE kis people FROM THEIR s1Ns. .A,nd 
� �doubtedly is the meaning of the words " saved" and "'Je­
lif1fl1'ed" in the following quotation from Luke i_. 69, 75----" Bles­
sed be the Lard and God of Israel ; for he hath visited a�d_ r� 
deemed his people, and hath raised up a horn of salvation /or
�. in the house of his servant David, as he spake by the 'IMUtk
of tke holy prophets, (which have been since the world began.":) 
that we 1hould BE SAVED fi·om rmr enemies, (or from our ;ins 

. by the 1alvation of (111,r 8(111,ls) and from the hand of all that hate 
us; to per�orm the mercy promi&ed to ou� fathers, and · to' re­
J_Dember ku.HOLY COVENANT, the oath which he swore to our 

· f,ather Abr.ab_all_l, that he would.grant unto u�, that being DE-
. - tr 

. ... . . •·-·:•K" 
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LIVERED oat of the hands of our enemies, might ,.,.., Ana, 
without fear in BOLllUU and lllGBTEovs11m, all tlu day, of o,w 

U..." 
It will be seen that the text in Mark means, that if they should 

repent of their sins, and believe the erndmce of the apostle that 
J•us Christ was the Messiah which was promised by the pro­
,-ts, and were tktn. 6aptiwl; that they should be saved "r 
trasting in the " blood of Christ, for the remission of their put 
lina," [and it is by tl,,i, faith in the blood of Christ, that a man 
i, lorn of God, by " being made a partaker of tlie dirnm ,.... 
h&rc. "] And in examining the following passages this a:pla,»­
Cion will be found to be correct. 

Ezekiel xxxvi. 26, where the purification by the " baptism 
of repentance," i. e. water baptism, is foretold in the 26th 
and 27th verses, where the purifying, or renewal by the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, is _ also foretold, the purifying (or 
baptism,) by clean water, is to be performed before that they 
lhould have a new heart, by having the Spirit put within them. 
This explanation of _that prophesy is fully sustained in it, fidlil­
aent by the baptism of John, our Saviour, the apostles, and the 
primitit,e church. · 

And secondly, John, (when he was fulfilling "the sprinkling 
of clean water," prophesied in Ezekiel,) having informed the 
Jews that he was not the Messiah [which was to" put tlu Spirit

atkin them," the Jews, supposing from the prophesy that the 
Kessiah, "Elias, or that prophet" foretold them was to put the 
Spirit within them, and was the onl,y individual that tDU to 
aprinkle the clean water upon them:"] they therefore asked him 
why /u baptized them, if he was not the Messiah, &c.; he in­
formed them that he was preparing the way of the Lord, and 
therefore he indeed (puryied, or) baptized them with water, but 
tut he, (Christ) that should come AFTER him, was to baptize (or 
,_.,.;jy) them with the Holy Ghost, &c.; i.e. "he should put 
the Spirit within them," which plainly shows that the Spirit 
(which was promised,) was given after their baptism by water. 

Having thus shown, both by the propkuy and by its fallil.­
...,, by John (u it wu likewise by Christ and hia diacipleJ 
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before the day of Pentecost,) that persons were atlmittttl or CIDll­
jirmd. in the church by water baptism, 6efore they were &ma of 
the Spirit by having it "put within them." 

It will also be found to correspond with Acts ii. 38, when 
Peter said unto the convicted Jews and others, (not be born oC 
the Spirit, anti then be baptized, but) "repent and 1,e baplizttl. 
tJNry OM of '!1(111,, in the name of Jesus Christ,") (not becaiu, of 
but) " FOB tke remiuiun of sins, and ye ,l,all receiN the gift of
tlu Holy Gh,st." 
. Thus we see they wer� not to be baptized with water, aftw 

that they should be born of the Spirit, (hy receiving the Holy 
Ghost;) but both the Holy Gkost, and the remu1irmof their mu, 
� promised· unto them upon the condition that they should 
"repent and be baptized" witk water, fc.

The expression in the 19th of the next chapter in connexioD 
with parallel passages, shows plainly, that the Spirit was ginn 
•fter that they had received "the baptism of repentance,"
(which is water baptism,) it says " repent ye therefore and 6e 
cum,erted, that y(ll/,r sins may be blotted out, wken, the times of 
refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord:" Tm,
means, that they should determine to do the will of God, as re­
Tealed in the Scriptures, (which is repentance,) and embrace the
doctrine of ckristianity, (which is conversion;) and be united to
the church by water baptism, that they migkt b, born of the
Spirit.

That the expression" CO'ffllerted," did not mean the forgiH­
,aus of their sins, and the new birtk, (by the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, which is shed upon those who are born by it abundantly 
by Jesus Christ,) but the embracing of christianity by water 
baptism, is evident ; for the remission of their sins was to take 
place after their baptism by water; (wken, they should be re­
newed by being born of the Spirit,) wken, the times of refraJ,.. 
mg ilwuld come from the p:resence of the Lord. It is therefore 
eTident, that the "blotting out of their sins," by "the refresh· 
Belg from the presence of the Lord, was to take place after (8')11 
flOt before,) their union to ·the church by water baptism. 

It ia further evident, from chap •. uii. 16, that penitent persou 



were taken into the church, by being horn of water, (i. e. by 
water baptism,) before they were born of the Spirit, by the bap­
tism of the Holy Ghost. It says, " and why taniest thou t 
.A.rile, and �e baptized, and wasA away thy sins, calling upon 
the name of the Lord." 

Here we have positive proof, that Paul wlllt requited to be 
baptized with water, before he had had his sins washed away, 
by being baptized with the Holy Ghost. The qualifications 
which Paul possessed, that entitled him to be admitted to the 
church by water baptism, were,firstly, the com,iction and belief, 
that Christ was the Messiah which had been promised by the 
prophets. And, secondly, a determination to do the will of God 
in all things ; which (" determination") is " repentance towards 
God." But as he had not then had the forgiveness of his sins, 
it is evident that he had not yet exercised saving faith, (i. e. had 
flOt trusted in the blood of Christ,) whereby a man " Aas the 
forgiveness of his sim that are past," and " is born of God," l>y 
being "baptized by the Holy Ghost,"-because that when a 
man does thus trust in " the blood of Christ, he kas the remis­
sion of his sins that are past,"-and is justified-and being ju­
tified by faith in the blood of Christ, " he has peace with God,'• 
he "rejoices in hope of the· glory of God," and the lcme of God is 
� abroad in his heart, by tAe Holy Gko$t, which is pen unto 
him, (and he that loveth is born of God ;)-but as Paul was re­
quired to arise and be baptized, that his sins miglit be forgiven, 
and that he might have them washed away, by his " calling 
upon the name of the Lord," therefore he was not born of the 
Spirit. 

In chap. viii. 12, 14-17, we have further evidence that the 
scriptural order of admitting members in the church, was, (not 
by their being born of the Spirit first, and then being united to 
the church by being baptized, or born of water, but) 'f>y their 
repe'IJting, and being com,erted to a belief of the truth of the 81Jl­
tem of ckristiamty, and tlum being united to the church by wa­
ter baptism, wit� the expectation, that they slwuld be &mi of 
the Spirit by-being baptized with the Holy Ghost. After ita 
laving said, (with the exception of the apostles) that the·church 



at Jerusalem were all scattered abroad by the persecution ; and 
that they went every where preaching the word-that then Phi­
lip went down to Samaria and preached, and the people 1Ditk 
one accord, gave heed unto the things which he spake-and 
when they beliei,ed Pkilip, "they were all baptized both men 
and women.'' Now when the apostles which were at Jerusa­
lem heard that Samaria had received tke 'IIJOrd of God, (not had 
been born of the Spirit, by believing with a heart unto righte­
ousness-for Simeon also believed as much as the rest, although 
he had neither part nor lot jn the· matter. And so far from 
Peter's telling him, as was usual when those applied for the 
forgi:nenus of their sins, who ka.d not been baptized, "to repent 
and be baptized, that his sins migkt be forgiven," &c. he only 
directed him to repent, and pray to God, &c.) they sent Peter 
and John, who when they had come down, prayed for them, that 
they MIGHT RECEIVE tke Holy Ghost ; for as yet he had /alum 
upon none of tkem, ol'(LY tkey kad been baptized " in the• NAXE 
of the Lord Jesus," then laid they their hands upon them, t and 
they received 'the Holy Ghost. The foregoing -is positive proof, 
that the Samaritans were not united to the spiritual church or 
body of Christ, by the baptism of the Holy Ghost, until some 
tiine after they had been united to the TJisible church, by water 
baptism ; FOR it i, " 'by the Spirit that we are all baptized into 

the spiritual body of Christ," (not by being immersed into it, but 
by being united to it, as the branch i, TO the 'Dine, or the mem­
� TO the body.) 

• When a peraon doe1 any thing by the authority oC another, he ia aaid to do ii
• l,u -• Thua the sheriff', when he eaecutea the laws of the state, doea it in 
the n11m1, (i. e.) by the authority of the atate-ao Christ commanded hia diacipla 
so go, "baptizing all nations in the Nilll: of, (i. e.) by the command (or autho­
rity} "of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Gboat, amm:" (i.e.) &it 
60,--m compliance with the propheay that uid, that Christ " 1hould qrinlu

IIIGl'IJ,lnaliotu-" 
t Although "the laying on ofhanda," is an apoatolical practice-and although 

lbe git\ of the Holy Ghoet oftentimea accompanie1 it, yet, it ia not a condilioa of 
ealvation, for the Scripture■ aay, (not whoeoever shall bave the hand.t of a mor­
- laid on them ■hall be aaved, but,) •• Whosoever ahall call upon t/N - of 
the Lord, ahall 61 u-.itd.' 
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In Acta xix. 1, 6, there is positive proof that persona were 
baptized with water, before they were baptized with or bom of the 
Spirit : it says that Paul found certain disciples at Ephesua, 
who, when he asked them if they had received the Holy Ghost, 
,i,u;e they had belier,ed, (i. e. if they had been born. or baptizetl 
•f the Spirit, ,ince they were of the water) they said that they 
bad not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost; (and 
if they had not so much as heard of it, it is evident that they 

eonld not have been born of it, by being baptized with it.)
Then he asked them, " unto what baptism were ye bapthized 1" 
They said, "unto John's bapti1m." Then said Paul, "John
&ruly baptized with water saying that they should belieH
on him that wru to r.ome after him ; that is, on Ckrut JU'IU.
W7&en they heard" (this) "they WERE baptized in the name oft�
Lord Jmu. And when Paul had laid his hand upon them, the
Holy Ghost came upon them," &c. 

Whether the supplied word "this," ought to be left wt, (and 
I am inclined to think that it had,)• and the passage to be read 
thua-" When they kiard, they WERE baptized in the name of 
U&e lnrd Jenu; and when Paul laid his hands upon them, the 
Holy Ghost came upon them," &c. 

In either case, it shows positively that they were " bom of 
water," before they were "bom of the Holy Ghost." 

The text in Acts ii. 7, which says that "The Lord added to 
the church daily, such as should be saved," pruou this doctrine, 
if it be taken ru it is translated. 

For it does not say that those that were saved, were added un­
to the church daily, but it says that it "was those that skauld be 
_,,ed," that were added; and it has already been shown tokea 
cmd koto they werE! to be saved. 

The time and manner in which they "skuuld be sar;ed," wa, 
found in Titus iii. o, 6 ; it says, speaking of God, our Saviour, 
" T,hat he saved us"· (not, skol! save us) "by the washing of 

•For the quemon that uoee about purif'ying, when Chrin and John wm, hap­
uing in_ the aame neighborh_ood, wu not whether they ahould I,� purijiM by .._ 
ing bapmed by Chrilt, aftff'. they had been purified by being baptised by Jalm, 
but whether it ought to be done /,y Jali. or /,y Clri,t.
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regeneration," (which is water baptism,) "and the renewing o{ 
the Holy Ghost which was shed on us by Jesus Christ," &c. 
[T.l&e 1hedding of the Spirit upon them was the baptilm of the 
Holy Ghost.) 

The way in which the Lord added them to the church, will 
be found previou&ly in the thirty�eighth verse of the Slime chap­

�er of Acts: it reads, " Then Peter said unto them, repent and 
� baptized (e11er11 om of you) in the name of Jesus Christ, FOB. 
tke remission of sins, and ye 1ktill RECEIVE the Holy Gko,t," (i.e. 
they were promised ,al-oation by.the Holy Ghost,) upon their 
{,"J,H!'ltance and by) being Nmtul to the chure.h by water baptinn. 

If it should be objected that Che words "skould be ,tmul,." in 
�s ii. 47, refer to their eternal salvation, i� is answ.ered, in the 
ii,rat place, that there is no proof that they do ; and, in the 
aecond place, that two chapters after this, we havtl positive 
proof that it did no& refer to the eternal salvation of those that 
were added to the church, for Annauuas and his wife botll died 
.,,uh a lie.in their mouths; and as all liars ,hall ha:oe their por• 
tiiim in the lake that lnl:r11.etk .with fire and l,ri,mtune, therefQ;N, 
#,,,Jg were 1tot &a'IJed in the next world. 

From the foregoing it is evident that Acia -,:. 14, whkh lfP 
that " belieoer, were the more added unto the Lord, both JJ:l� 
� women," simply m4WDS that those who w�re convineie41 of 
the trutk of christianity, �d .iso �d determined to obey Oofl

io. all things ; the, we}'.e united to the �rch by w�er b!lp­
� ; and 11Dt tlua� they �t beli-"v� wi4} !l J.eart UDto r,i,p.i� 
�eas, and then were cuided tp th� chur�h. NothiJ1g ,;an .\le
aore evident th,n the /� t� penitent per.sons toert � 
flWlfWf/TSOf the visible church by �ptum,(n�t beca11se tJ.,.!;ly l,ii,;· 
lieY.ed that Christ was the Mes.•�� t�t W4'8 promise4!, t.f"4 m,p 
#OIi!, 'l,,g being l,p,rn or baptiz:Cf with the .ijoly Spiri.�, ��t) �­
C&MM they believed that Christ w� �e �s,si•h &hat 1P'ff � 
fflUH, and th'1t .SJJOULD lll'lle �Jwn,,, by �• puiting /44 � �4-
• ,,._,,, '" wu pl'Qmil$ed b.y �� proph��' •

·• And whether oar "1:u:cno•" "be of faith, that it -,At le 6y .,,-, n or 
whether it be or "iatconditioiial H«liott," int it might fir t, ,-, k ._ .. 
......,.,ia\h,aleut,rirh ... � ... ..,, .... 

I 
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CHAPTER II. 
Having thus shown that the correct order is to admit proee­

lytes and converts to christianity, into the church by water bap­
tism, before they are born, or baptized with the Spirit; yet, in 
one instance the Gentile converts were born of the Spirit before. 
They were born] into the church by water baptism, in order to 
comnnce the Jewish proselytes, that the Gentiles who embraced 
chritisanity, had a right to be admitted to the clmrch by baptina 
tdone, without being circumci1ed, (after the manner of Moses.) 

It is Acts x. where, as has already been observed, God, to ,.... 
mm,e the prejudice, of St. Peter and other JeWB, and show them 
that the Gentiles had as much right to be admitted into the 
·church by water baptism, and could be 1m,ed by the Spirit, witli•
out being circumciled, as the circumciled Jews. He not only
showed him by the 1'ision of the great sheet filled with all man­
ner of animals, that he was no respecter of persons, but alao at
the house of Cornelius, (where Peter preached the word) he
poured out his Spirit and baptized them with it, (thus ltnaflB
them,) to show him also by that umuual order, that they had a
right to be admitted into the visible church by water baptism,
without being circumci,ed. And he was so fully convinced that
he exclaimed, "Can any man forbid u,ater, that these shoulcl
not be baptized u,hich haoe recinied tire Holy Ghon, a, well ..
a Jews who have been both circu11iciled and baptized 1 And
he accordingly commanded them to be baptized, thereby ad­
mitting them into the church. And in the next chapter we find
that he was called to an account, when he returned to Jenua­
lem, by those of the circumcision, because he had been in unto
the uncircumcised, and had also eaten with them. And he
relates in the next chapter following, the circumstance of their
Am,ing been 1aoed by receir,ixg the Holy Ghost, (he calling it the
baptism of the Holy Ghost,) as a proof that tire Gentile, W a
much right to be admitted to the church by water baptism, u
the Jews. But he did not relate i't to show that, in futbre agea,
all that should be admitted to the church, _,hould be fiTlt born
•f the Spirit, before they were born of the IDtlter. (Thia. text
having been misapplied, by it, ol,j«:t having been m.inncler-
•
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stood, like other pe,-oertetl texts of the Scriptute, ha 'been mora 
strenuously followed and contended for in it, pen,,rnon, than 
many important passages of Seriptme that have not been rnis-
11nderstood.) 

Besides this text, I know of no other that contains the leaa& 
proof that any person, in the apostles' times, waa ever baptisecl 
1f'ith the Holy Spirit, before he was baptized or born of water. 

The baptism of John by water, and of the three thousand al 
die day of Pentecost-of the eunuch-of St. Paul-of the 
jailer and his household-of all Samaria, and of Lydia and her 
household, &c. &c.: in some of these cases, there is positive 
t,roof that the baptism by water was performed jif'�I, and jn 
other passages there is strong ci.-cumstantiiµ evidence that M 
was, hut there is no evidence that the baptism of the Holy Gh-Oa& 
was. 

That the ease of the eunuch, mentioned in Acts Yiii. is noc 
proof that he wu born fir1t of the Spirit, is evident ; for, be-. 
fore he was baptized, he only believed that Jes1111 was tlle Christ 
prophesied of in Isaiah; and, therefore, according to Rom. X; he 
aMUld be (not wiu) 1,:n,ed, for it is "by fa#k in Christ's blool• 
that we have" (not, shall have) both "the remiuion of t,\e me, 
fltat are piut," and "the kme of G-oa skul abroad in nr MtWU 
Ir the Holy Ghost." And 1IIJt by believing that Christ i6 t-1, 
&n of God; although this faith (as well as repentance towarcle 
God) must he exercised before that we can exercise earing or ju­
tifying faith. 

He that exercises the faith that Jesus u tke Chrut, has the 
promise that he shall be SfJ'Ded; but when he tmsts in Christ'• 
blood, for " the remission of the. sins that are past,,, he II SA VBD
t, being born of God; and "in" thus "belitming he re-joice, with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory, RECEIVING the end of hia 
faith, ef,ffl the SALVATION of kis smtl. And as the eunuch went 
on his way rejoicing, after hew-as baptized, it is evident from 
the circumstance, and the most of other passages that haTG 
been examined, that he exercised the saving faith whereby he 
re;oiced, &c.; after that he was baptized. The e;x:pression in 
1 John v, o, "he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God.'' 
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ase., is evidently, from the context, no& an acepeioll, for it ia. 
eludes faith in the blood of Chri1L 

The case of Cornelius, although for good reuone being ua 
exception to water baptisms having been prtmimu to the baptiam 
of the Spirit, yet, it furthermore shows that a person may (by 
Wimng on God and u,orking rigktt.otUnUI) be accepted of God 
a a 1err,ant, (for Paul says, that to whom a man yields himeelf 
to olJey, his ,eroant he ii, and, also, that before faith [in the blood 
of Christ,) has come, while we are under the lau,, that we .,. 
navANTs, not soNs,) before he ii umed by being born of the 
Spirit; for, although Peter saw that Cornelius u,a, accepted ol 
God, by working righteousness, he was not 1m,ed, for Peter wu 
to "tell him things whereby be and all his house ,Jwuld N 
,ar,ed, :" and we find tqat, when Peter preached to him, froa 
the prophets, that be should be saved by faith in Christ, (and 
him crucified, for ·Paul "determined to know nothing else,) he 
va, 1m,ed by being baptized with the Holy Ghost. 

And Lydia, who is spoken of in Acts xvi. 14, 16, was like­
wise a worshipper or servant of God, before Paul preached, bat 
there is not the slightest evidence that she, or her household, 
were born of the Spirit, before they were baptized. And, in the 
account of the baptism of the jailer and his household, in the 
thirty-third verse of the same chapter, there is no proof that he 
or they were born of the Spirit, before they were of the water; 
for, we find in the thirty-fourth verse, that it was after they wen 
baptized with water, that they rejoiced, by believing the promiae 
of God that Paul had previ�usly preached unto them. And, 
although Samaria rejoiced at beholding the miracle of Philip, 

yet, it is evident that their joy was not the joy of the Holy Ghoa& 
which is shed abroad in the heart, by the new birth, from the 
1imple fact, that the Holy Ghost had fallen upon none of them. 

Thus, we see, from a review of the most of the foregoing 
passages, (with the exception of the baptism of Cornelius and 
his household,) t�t there is positive proof, that the baptism of 
water was performed first; and, in the rest, there i11 (in con­
nection with the others) strong circumstantial evidence that 
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it was ; but, that there' is no eYidence that the baptism of tbe 
Spirit was eTer performed first. 

CHAPTER III. 
Where John says, in Matthew iii. 11, " I, indeed, baptia 

you WITH ?Dater, but he that cometh after me shall baptize yoa 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire," it further plainly shows, 
that water baptism is typical or emblematical of be.ptiiim by the 
Holy Ghost. And, also, .the words of our Lord where he says, 
"John truly baptized with water, but ye shall he baptized with 
the Holy Ghost not many days hence. And the fact, that puri­
p;ati<m,, by the Spirit, and by the water, a.re r.aJled baptism, 
ahows, el'idently, that wa.ter ba.ptum is emblematical of the 
'llaptism by the Holy Ghost. 

As the purification by water, and the purification by the Holy 
Ghost, are both called " ha.ptum," it is equally nident that, in 
John iii. o, where Christ says, " except a man be born of the 
water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God," 
that the "being born of wa.ter," means ?Dater ba.ptiml, and the 
being born of the Spirit, means the ba.ptiam of the Holy G'ko6t.

And as Christ has here called the baptism of the Holy Ghost, the 
Wng "born of the Spirit," it is evident that he alludes to the 
"ia.ptism of wa.ter," when he says, that" except a man be &ml 
of wa.ter In &c. 

As a man is born into the spiritual body or church of Chriat, 
by being baptized with the Spirit, so he is born into the visible 
church, by being baptiz�d with water. And this is undoubted­
ly the meaning of Titus iii. o, 6, where it say11, " be 14Ved • 
,,, the UNUhing of regeneration, a.nd rfflefDing of the Holy G!w,t, 
which he shed on us abundantly by Jesus Christ. 

·"The ·wAsHING of regeneration," here spoken of, meaning
their being " born of water," by " water baptism," ( corresponds 
to 1 Peter iii. 20, when it says, "the like figure whereunto even 
kptism doth also now ,a.we u,.") And ·the expression, "the 
UDWING of the Holy Gkmt which was shed upon them abun­
dantly by· Jesus Christ," refening. to their being born of lhe 
Spirit, by the baptism of the Holy Ghoat. This, alao, is u,. 



-tloubtedly the meaning of Eph. v. 96, 26, where it aaya of.Ae 
church, " That he might ianctify and de4fflle it witk the w.ua­
lKG of WATER BY th woRD," &c. "The washing of water," 
here mentioned, meaning" water baptism;" and the WASBJNG 

"6y t,\e WORD" (this being its meaning, for the word "�" 
qualifies both the "t11e1ter" and the "fl101'0.," and) allµdea IO 
their being baptized of the Holy Ghost, by RBABil'IG tlu ._ 
precck,,d, as in Acts x. 44, xi. 16; 16, and elaewhere; (altho• 
it was sometimes given by the laying on of hands aftar • 
,,-ead,i,ng of the toord antl prayer, as at Samai;ia and .,Jao 
at Ephesus.) The meaning of Heb. x. 22, where it says, .". let 
as draw near with a true [i. e. a penitent] heart, in full�•­
-nnee of faith, having our hearts qrrinklei. from an evil con­
science, and our bodies washed [i.e. baptized or purified] with.PW"e 
{M dean] water," is, that those who were not born of the Spirit, 
(but were ltA VED from an '1Dil r.orucifflu, by water baptism-Qr 
the Spirit that raiaed up CJarist,) should receive it by boldly-{K­
ei'Cising that FAITH, that brought them into" the holiest"_,� 
1e11t"-that tboae "enter into'' th.t thus " beljeve to the &�V,4.· 
'l'ION of tl&e JOUl." And in 1 Cor. vii. 11, where it says, '4 �t 
ye are toa.,faerl, but ye are sfll&Ctifaltl, &c., the word "�" 
also undoubtedly alludes to their purification by water � ., .. 
ancl the WOl'd " IM&CtijiM" to their baptism by the Holy Obtlt, : :_ 

Christ and Paul not only called water baptum the "bejqg-• 
of water;" " the washing of regeneration ;" " the wuhior of 

· water ;" &e., but it was also called so by the whole prioiit,iye
ehurch ; and they used the terms "'4tcr IHJpt#m •nd r•�•­

. tion 1111 synonymous.
The reason that UHi early fathen in the christian chmch. C41ll·

ed water baptism "regaseratitm," was undou�"1ly bec�we
,Christ called it in John iii. 60 tl,,e /Jei74g " box,& of 1'¢,r ;" .and
alao in reference to Titus iii. 6, where Pa.Ill calls wattr �p-

. &iam " the 111a1hi•g cf NKetrerat•"
The Jewish writers likewiae called the IHi:,tima of a pr� 

·•lyte,hia regeae,at•; and it is likely that another reason w,�yt
•WU called regeneration wu, that it was qsually a��
-llliti, or jolJlnMd [ aa wu prouaiaeclJ !lt no great .time aft«, . . t,



the baptism of- the Holy Ghoat, when it was administered to 
adults, Up(tD their being crdy ittfi,rr,red,. 

The expresaion, " that your mu may &,- blotted out t.Mffl the 
times of refreshing ,hall come," &C:. proves plainly that the rt­
Jr-ng was to come -.ft'-1' they should be united to the church 
by water baptism, 1111.\ex they slumlrl become aulficiently in• 
stractecUn the prophets to exercise saving faith, having prtfli­
q,uly believed the evidence that Christ wu the promised Met• r
aiah., (Saving faith, u.well as other faith, is founded upon a 
ltnowledge of the conditions upon which God has promised m. 
the _propAdJ, the u,w and the t1fll',I, to forgive the sins that 
are past. The conditions are .. repffltance towud God, water 
baptism, and faith in" the blood of "Christ. n 

For toiffl they should become-thus enlightened from the pro­
phets they. would be justified ; and IJei,,,g justified· by this faitl, 
they woµld- receive " the refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord," by having peace, joy, and love, shed abroad in their . 
heu-ta. by" the baptism of the Holy Ghost," which is given to 
those thtt are thus justified. 

This agrees with the command of our Savionr, in Matt. xxvin. 
19, it reads, "Go ye therefore and tee.ch" (mtithetuesate poae­
lgte) "all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I command you:" 

· 
_

Our Baptist brethre11 being· judges, (see .. Ser; Guide to Bap." 
p, 17 ,) the above means that " the Jrrt taek i!t Jy teachi11g, t<, · 
make disciples, which ate by Muk called believers. The serxm.l 
work is to b(jlptize tkem, coi\ereunto, as has been sli.own, is an-· 
""1:M . tlae promue of stilNtioa. The tl,,irtl muk is to teach 
them all other things which are afterwards to be learned in the 
school of Christ. - Christ sa.ys, "Go ye and (matk«ue&ate) pros• 
elyte all nations." As a proselyte or disciple, is a· soholar, like 
a&a-child connected with a school, that he,may be taught, is a 
sckol,ar ; so likewise Christ says, " disciple all nations." And 
how w.ere. they to. do this 1 By b11,ptezing tltem in the name �f 
the F•ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." By tka 

7 . ' 



act they are introduced into the Behool of Christ, which is the 
church of the living God. Then he adds (dida, kont u) tecu:.\• 
ing them " to obse"e all things, whatsoever I have command• 
ed you." 

And where it reads in I John v. 6, " Thia is he that came 
by toater and blood, not by water onl,y, but by water and 
blood," it evidently means that the Spirit of Christ (or the bap­
t.iam of the Holy Ghost) came not by the baptism of water almt.e, 
but by the 1prinlcling (or baptism) of u,ater, and by faith in the 
sprinkling of the blood of Christ; (see I Peter, i. 2,) and 1 
John v. 8, which says, " that there are three that bear witneo 
in earth, the ,pirit, and the water, and the blood; and these 
.three agree in one": i. e. the spirit is by 1prinkling, the water 
is by sprinkling, and the blood is by sprinkling, and these 
agree in one mode. Thus by being baptized by being sprink• 
led with u,ater, and by tnlSting in the blood of ,prinkltng, they 

were baptized by the " Holy Ghost being shed or sprinkled upon 
them abundantly;" by the " Lord's coming unto them a, the 
rain," his sprinkled Spirit wit11et11ing with the sprinkled water 
and sprinkled blood, and their spirits, that they were bom of 
God. 

And if it was so, then water baptism, when administered to 
penitents, might be a great means of their obtaining the bap­
tism of the Holy Ghost. For I take it for a fact from the fore­
going investigation, that all persons who are desirous ofbecom• 
ing christians, and have not already been added to the church; 
by baptism, have a right to be, and also to partake of the ·Lord'a 
Supper ; for if a heathen, upon his being united to the Jewish 
church by the ci11CU,mcuion, of his flesh, had a right to eat of 
the Passover, which was typical of the broken body and shed 
blood of Christ, then has 11lso a person a right to partake of the 
Lord's Supper (which is likewise typical of the same,) who baa 
been · united to the church by water baptism, although _he haa 
not yet been born of the Spirit. 

The Jewish proselytes were· sealed, 'both by cirCU,mcui.on the 
nal of the church under the law, and by baptism the ,eal of the 
church under the gospel; and they also partook /Jotk of the p,m-
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O'Ol.1' and the Lord', aupptr--:the one being the figure of Christ'• 
broken body and shed blood under the law-the other, the 
figure of them under the gospel-although the Gentiles partook 
of the supper only. 

That the Paschal Lamb ( or passover) was typical of the broken 
body of Christ, is evident from the fact, not only that Christ ia 
called the La.mh of God, ila.in, &c., but also because the Paschal 
Lamb was required by the law to be killed without having a 
11 bone broken.'' It tlms typifying the death of Christ ; fodt 
says, that " after they had broken the legs of the two thievee, 
that because Christ was already dead, they brake nDt his leg,, 
that the Scriptures might be fulfilled, which 1a.ys, that not " 

" &me ,hall be broken." And furthermore that it was typical of 
Christ crucified, is settled by Paul, when he says that " Christ 
ii '111,T Passur,er, -sla.infor us." And also Christ, when be said 
of.the Passover, before his death, that with desire he had desi­
red to eat of his last Passover, but that he would not eat any 
more of it until it toas FULFILLED in the kingdom of God;" (i. e. 
until it was fulfilled by his being slain.) 

That the Lord's _Supper is also emblematical of our Lord's 
broken body and shed blood, is evident, for at the close of eat­
ing the Paschal Lamb, (of which" all was to be eaten, or burnt 
before morning," thus corresponding to the command of Christ, 
to "drink ye all of it;" the- expression all, undoubtedly quali­
fied the bread as well as the cup.) Christ took bread and brake 
it, saying, this is my body which is broken for you, take, eat, 
&c. This shows conclusively that the Lord's Supper, under 
the dispensation of the Spirit, is the same to the church as _ the 
Passover was under the law; i. e. they both represent the 
broken body of Christ. (That they used wiiu at the Paschal 
Supper as well as the Lord's Supper, is evident from the fact, 
that the wine our Lord used at his supper was what was left of 
the Paschal Supper.) 

That spiritual baptism and spiritual circumcision are the 
sa�e thing, (i. e. is the RENEWAL by the Spirit,) is evident, for 
Paul, in Col ii. 11, 12, calls the reneu,a,l of the believer by the 
Holy Ghost, both baptism and circ,,mcirion: It reads, " in 
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whom also ye are circumeilel toitl& tl&e cirt:u'11tCinms made 'WJTB• 
OUT /umib in putting off tl&e BODY of tl&e 8ffl8 of tl&e fttd-buried 
with him in 6apti,m : WRDBIN ye are rNea toitA him· THROUGH 
faitA," by the operation of God. 

That baptism also is the nme to the church under the gos• 
pel as circumcision was under the law, is evident from the fact 
that as a person under the law; by belieTing in the true God, 
was admitted into the church by being circumcised, so also a 
pe180n under the Gospel, when he believed Christ to be the 
Messiah, was admitted into the church by being baptized. 

The e�ion " fJWde -toitltout Ao:nill," qualifies both the 
"cire1111Uilion" and tbe .. baptini," showing that both of them 
� " fllade u,i,thout ka:rul.8." That the ·6aptum, was made 
without hands as well as the circumcision, is evident ; for it says 
that i,a (or BY) tku bsptilm, they 111eru·aisetl up (by or} tM011,gl, 
faith. The expression "tlw011tllt faith," showing that the 
baptism was recened by the exercise of fmth, and· '1ll>t by """"6. 
Having thus shown that ,pirihtal 6aptilm and circ,,mcuuna 
mean the same thing, the obvious conclusion is, that UT:&RAL 
circ,,mcinon under the law, and LITERAL l,aptzm under the gos­
pel typify tl&e ,ame tking, i.e. the Hiff6 lioni of the Spirit. 

The meaning of the two venes evidently ue: that by the 
baptism of the Spirit (which is also spiritual circumcision,) ye 
are raised up from the »BATH of am, to a spiritual LIFB of Ioli­
_,,, lJ tl,e WIIU pmaer, that :UlSBD 11P CA-rist jrtra tle D:li!I; 
which power is the power of the Holy Ghost, see Rom. viii. 2. 
and also previou& obse?Yations (in l>art I.) on Rom. vi. 4, &:c. 
where we alao find that the burial, there mentioned, is not burial 
,_o water, nor burial into the Spirit, nor burial into kptin&, 
a., burial iato d,t,q,th, to rin. 

CHAPTER IV. 

It is sometimes asserted that there has been no baptism bT 
the- Holy Gh<>IM tUnc& t� day of Penteoost, and that therefore 
tlMt �ism of the Spirit haa ceased. In reply, a few·pimsagea 
1rill be quoted, to shaw that .the baptism of the Spirit did not 
MIIQ �t tlw day of Peatecoat • 
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In Acta xi. lo, it says, the - Spirit " fell on them aa on ua at 
the kginning," (i. e.) the day of Pentecost.) "Then remem• 
bered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed 
baptized with water, but ye sholl be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost," thus showing the promise was to continue in the church:· 
see, also, Rom. vi. 3, 4, Gal. iii. 27, Col. ii. 11, 12, Acta x. 47, 
xi. lo, 16, "who shall forbid water that these should be baptizecl
who have received the Holy Ghost as well as we, &c." And that 
(;nry true christian is baptized with the Holy Ghost, is evident 
nom 1 Coi:. xii. I;J; it says, "For by one -Spirit" (not water) 
" we are aU baptized into one body." · That the Spirit, ia the
Spirit of Christ, is evident, for the Scriptures say that, " if any 
man have not the Spirit of (not · like,) Cbtist, he is none of
.bia." 

Yes, some may say, II we are all immeried into one body!" 
Not ao, but as the converts to the Jewish Church (and the church 
whether christian or Jewish, is the body of Christ,) were all_ 
circ.mciied into it, not by being immersed into it, but by being 
added to it, by the act of circumcision, so christians- are added 
to the body (or spiritual church) of Christ, by being baptized. 
�ith the Holy Ghost, (or Spirit of Christ,) even as they are ad­
ded by water baptism to (not immersed into) the mlible church 
of Christ as the branch is united to the mne (not immersed into 
the vine,) and as the member is in the body. And as the baptilSlll 
of the Holy Spirit, which. was prophesied of by Ezekiel an.cl 
other prophets, did not stop at the day of Pentecost, neither clicl 
the baptism (or sprinkling of clean water,) foretold by them, 
atop at that day ; and that ·all true believers have the Holy Spirit,. 
� put beyond a cioubt, by the prophet Isa. I. ix. 21, where it. 
says, (speaking of the dispensation of the Spirit) that it shall 
not depart from their seed, but should be upon them forever. 
It reads, " As for me thi, i, my COVENANT that I will m�ke 'IDitl 
them, saith the Lord:" MY SPIRIT that ii upon thu, and my 
u,ora, which I have put in thy mouth, shall 1t0t depart out o£ 
thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy ,wl, nor out of the 
mouth of thy 1eed'1 ,ua, said_ the Lord, from henceforth and 
forever." - And St. Paul commands us to turn away from those 
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who " l&o'ld a form or godliness, but tUft'f/ the POWER ;" therefore, 
u christians are raised up to newness of life, by the same pow­
er that raised up Christ from ·the dead, [which was the Holy
Ghost,] the pot11er they denied must have been the 'J)Offf7' of
the mdwd.ling Spirit of God, 2 Tim. iii. from 2 to 8 v.: it reads
thus, "unholy-despisers of thoee that are good-lovers of plea­
lll?e8 more than lovers of God. Hning A FORM of godlinems,
6ect tlerrging tlu POWE& tlurtof: from such tum away-eYer
learning, and never able to come to the lmmDltdgeof the tnaA.
Now tu Jannu tmtl Jambru "1itkltoo4 MO$u, so tlo thue AUO
resist the truth-reprobate concerning the faith."

As all have been admitted into the spiritual church by spirit• 
1lal circumcision, (or baptism) so in all ages of the visible church, 
whether under the law or under the gospel, members hue 
been admitted into it, either by literal circumcision under the 
law, or by water baptism under the gospel. Therefore, from 
these facts, (as well as from the fact that Paul has defined iipirit­
ual circumcision and spiritual baptism to mean the same thing : 
toater baptilm, under the gospel has taken the place of, and ia 
the same to the church as circumcinun under the law, i. e. it ia 
a seal of the faith. 

As the members of the primitive church were bom into,· or 
anited to it, by water baptism, uid as it has been shown that it 
was (as a general rule) bt/orethey were baptized with the Spirit, 
ad also that they were •nitul to the ,piritiuu c/mrcA or 
liody of Christ, 6y the 1Japtinn of the Holy Glwlt. For it 
ays in 1 Cor. xii. 13, that "by one Spirit (not water) we are 
all l>aptiztd into one body." And in Col. i. 18, we find thanhia 
11 Wy" is the body (or spfr!tual church) of Christ. The expree­
aion "by one Spirit we are aU baptized in one body," mew 
undoubtedly that by the baptism of the Spirit (or Holy Ghost) 
we are all united to Christ's spiritual body. 

And as, (with one exception) the members of the apostolic 
e!mrches were invariably united to the church by water bap­
tism, before they were baptized with the Spirit, therefore thef 
1i'ere made ineinben of the visible church before they were 



memben o{ the 1piritual church, by being lorn (or rffllfffJ) by 
the Spirit. 

The text m 1 Pet. iii, from 18 to 22, whica read& thus, ff f'or 
Christ hath ence suffered 'fot tins, t.\e jwt for the tmjv,,t; 
that he might bring us to Uod, ·being put to death in the flesh, 
but quickened BY THE 9PIRIT, bg uimck he a/10 fD'fflt aM PHA.CJI• 
ab,,, the ,piritr in-prison, (which were B(')metimes disobedient) 
WilBN mtu the long tllljferittg of God WAITED m THE DA.YB o-r 
KOAH, while the ark was preparing, wm:IlEm feu,, that u BIGHT 
I01JL8 WlmB SAVJm BY 1VA.'1Bll, 

Tke like PJGURll' umerermto, evett-BA.PTtllit dot.\ al,o -nae un 
l11I (not ·1,y the putting away the filth of the flesh, but) BY ff T8& 
.l.knnm. OP - A· ooon conCIB111CB TdWAllDB GoD &, the REBUHWC• 
'ftok of Jeinu Christ, who has gone to heirYen· and is on the 
rig-ht hand al God," i. e. ltll1'ation &y WA'l'ER SA.P'l'Istlr, te'ldo c 
jootl CMilcuna, (by the rdU-rrettion of .Jesus Christ) is a like 
figure, of the iazNtioft of tke eig;,.i 1oul1 BY WATER '/Jy the Ark. 

It-does not 9ay that salnstion &y fMttir baptism, ancl 'by the 
,..,, , ectiMa of Jens Christ, A.ttB like PJGtmEII, but it ifzy, thiit 
the salvation of a good conscience by [water] 6aytaim (by the 
Miarulction of Obrist) 18 0 like Pl&lfflB," of the ,alNtit,;a of 
"'9'At IOall f>tl water, (by the ark.)--

The expreseion, ·" 'l'he like ft-pre "ff'hereanto even baptism 
doth also Now sai,e us, (not by putting away the filth of the ffelb, 
b•t, ("BY the tmSU1e1' of a good CONSCIENCE towards God,") is 
explained by. the fact, (that before J'olinys "BAPTISM, of repen­
liai'ie l'OIL t1ie JtEllllSsiON oP tims," -,,e fihd In 'LeT. ii. 2·to '7, lrnd 
Nem;T. 7.) that-a person was u� (T,,gtTteatifliJei-ofa p,ittm­
�.) BY •�r.onfemtm�_mtrmng th'e- principle of"tluzt'which1"t 
i-a'takenviolentlyaway,stolen,vr,,u,M'tifaliely'tiliiiut,11ndad'™8' 
a ·lfth part thereto, and giving it to its GWner, millB'r 'hringfttg'vn­
,011& Lordi ux without blemish," '"'imtdthe priest, �ho·smft.tll 
make -an atonement, and it SHOULD · n_ · Fo'RGt:VBN HIM, i. &-. 
&, -'repentance, confession, restittitibn, and the' ofier�d ·ram, fl'e 
'Ith f'orgn-en, and-it saved him friJm t'/it guilt·of Ai, rin,'t!lda 
.l.1is'#E:amo a 'GOOD . cotucielict ttnJJiJ:i'rh' 'Gdd. 

But ar'the btptism of 1dlm, (as Wu' p'ropliliaied by'Biftil) 
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they were made "dean," or SAVED from the gui'lt of nn, i.e. 
"had the remission of their sins;" (thus " answering a good con­
science") by being baptized after they kad�repented, '11UUk etna• 
fwion and rutitution, i. e. had repented and done works meet 
for repentance, and were baptised, and being required to believe 
on him that was to come. 

Thus in Math. iii. 6 to 10, Jerusalem and all Judea "were 
baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins, but when he 
saw many of the Pharisees and Saduaees come to his baptism, 
he said, 0 generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee 

• from the wrath to come 1 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for
repentance," for now "the axe is laid unto the root of the tree,
and, therefore, eoery tree which bringetb not forth good fruit is
hewn down 1&nd cast into the fire." Luke iii. " And the pet>p/4
asked him, saying, what shall !DC do then 1 he answered and
saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let him impart to
him that hath none ; and he that hath meat do likewise."

Then came the publicans to be baptized and aaid unto him,
Master, what shall we do 1 And he said unto them, iuct no
more than, that which is appointed you.

And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And
what shall we do 1 And he said unto them, Do violence to DO 

man; neither accuse any man falsely: and be content with your
wages.

CHAPTER V. 

Having �hus shown the ki,ul of works, meet for repenl""fl'. 
we shall see, that, although the disciples, (as well as othe�,) u• 
cept Judas who fell by transgression, were « CLEAN" " by ti, 
a1ll'IIJ81' of a good rmucienu," by water baptism, and (althou,h 
they had the remiuion of their sins, by the merits of Chrvt fflll• 
Cflied, by their baptism,) yet they did not expect the Messiah, 
� an ATONING Redeemer, as the following, from Luke uiv. 26, 
26, 27, and 46, 46, 47, will show-it reads: "Then said he un• 
to them, Oh, FOOLS, and IUnD of heart, to BELIEVE ALL that tic 
prophets have 1poktn: ought not Christ to HAVE SUFFERED TB.EU 
TBlKGa, and to enter. into glory 1 And, beg�ing at Mo,e, �
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ALL tke propliet,, he expounded unto them in ALL tke Scriptun,•
the things concerning himself." "Tlien opened he their un­
dentandings, that tkty might tmdersta11d the Scriptures, and 
said unto them, Thus it is written, mail tkw it BBHov.sn Cmun 
TO SUFFER, tmd to A.RIBB PROM'. tAe dead the third day; and 
that NpffltMIU and the RBM:1s1110N oF s1Ns i/wu,ld be preached in 
his name among ail nations;'' Thus showing that the apos­
tles, although they had the remission of sins (BY the bap­
tism of repentance, tkr(lll,gk tke mmt, of Christ', deatk,) yet, 
they did-not believe fo him as an atoning Saviour, until after 
the resurrection of Christ ; and until he had opened their nn­
derstalidings and shown them from _Scriptures, that it was necee­
eary fo� him to have suffered death, (thus· making an atone­
ment, by the virtue of which they had been made clean from 
the guilt of their sins, by the sprinkling of clean water upon. 
tnem,) and he had said to Peter, "get'thee behind me Satan," 
wh� Peter rebuked him for informing the apostles, sometime 
after their baptism, that he must die. 

-Aleo, the case of the disciples at Ephesue, in Acts xix. 1 to· 8,
who had not so much as heard whether there was any Holy 
Glioet ; neither were they aware (until informed by St. Paul) 
that, in being baptized with John's baptism, they WBRB baptized 
m tlenmne(i. e. by the authority) ofike LordJearu,it says, "John 
Terily baptized with the baptism of repentance, ,aging unto the 
people, that they should believe on him which should come 
after him." 

And in Acts ii. :38, on the day of Pentecost, u Peter's saying 
nto them, Repent, and he baptized, BV'ERY ONE of '1(111,, (in the 
name of Jesus Christ,) FOR tke REMISSION of si111, AND ye [not 
1aaN ;.eeewed, but] SHALL receive the gift of the Holy Ghost," 
8ho1fs plainly that they were promised the purification from tke
O'ITILT of ,in, (thus "answering a good comcience,") by the 
spririkling of clean water, i: e. water baptism·; and aha the 
sanctification from sin by the gift of the Holy Ghost-" BLOT­
'l'tkG TRBM OUT by the ref're,hing that should oomefrom the pre­
sence of the Lord;" as in Acts iii. 19, and in uii. 16, which 
1ayi,, "why t<liN'tut tlwtt ; 11riH, atnd h bt,pthed, and w A.SR 
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AWAY THY SINS, calling upon the name .of the Lord," shows 
plainly that Paul had t Ju promise of '' lf,1d(1ss1ON of " hi,." ri1u" 
by water baptism; and by "r,alling on/the name of the Lord," 
he would be baptized with the Holy Glj_ost, (thus he would not 
only have themforgii,en, by tlu ,prinkling of clean water,) but 
have them·"blotted out" "by the renewing of the Holy G.qoat . 
. Therefore, the expression in Ephsians v. 26, " That '1,e might 
SANCTIFY AND CLEANSE.it [the church] WITH the WASHil'fG OF 
WATER [and] BY THE WORD," means the "SANCTIFICATION" by 
the Holy Gko,t, which is received by hearing THE WORD ; (for, 
"when Peter spake these woRDs," &c. "the Holy Ghost fell ot1 
all that heard;") and the "CLEANSING" "by tke WASHING oF WA.• 
TE&;" means, according to Ezekiel, that they were "clean" from a 
pilty "conscience" by having "clean water sprinkled upon them." 
Also, the expression in Titus iii. 5, " he SA. VED us, by tlu w ASH• 
ING OF REGENERATION, and the RENEWING oF THE HoLY GaosT." 
"The WASHING of REGENERATION," refering to the "BAVINQ" by the 
" CLEANSING" with "sprinkling of clean water upon them," they 
thus having " the answer of a good conscience" by the waking 
away or tlu remi,sion of their sins. And thus, the following 
Christ, under water baptism, is called " following him in the u­
�BNE.U.TION ;" the "SAVING" "by the RENEWING of the Hol11 

Gko,t," referring to their salvation by the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost from indwelling sin, i. e. "the law of sin and death." 

Also, in Heb. x. 22, having said in the fourth verse, " For it 
is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats 1/wuld TAD 
AWAYSin," and in the 12th, "this man [Christ] after he had offer• 
ed one sacrifice for sins, forever sat down on the right hand 
of God," 14th, "for by one offering Ju katk perfected foreHr 
them that are ,anctified," 15th, " WHEREFORE the Holy Ghost 
is a witness to us," [that] 16th, "this is the covenant that I 
will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put 
my laws [ by my Spirit]· into their hearts, and in their minds 
will I write them," 17th, "and their sINs and INIQUITIBS I 
wiU remember 110 more;" 18th, "110w where REMISSION of 
tkue is [« by the answer of a good conscience," ("by the resur• 
rection of Christ,") thn,ug4 water 6apti,a] tlure i, no xoa:s of-



ftring for rin ;" [he now says to those who have the remission 
of their sins by water baptism, but not the baptism of the 
Spirit,] that, ho:oing, TBBREFOB.E, brethren, BOLDNESS to ENTB:& 
llffO THE HOLIEST, by the BLOOD oF JESus, (by a new and living 
way, which he hath consecrated for us,) thruu,gh THE VEIL; (that 
ia to ISllY, his flesh,) l,st us draw near in full assurance of faith; 
JUVIKG ,mr heart, ,prinkled FROM an eoil CONSCIENCE, [i. e: hav­
ing "the answer of a good conscience,"] and ,mr bodies BEI1'G 
w A.8HED [ or cleansed] with pure water;" "for he is faithful who hu 
promised,"" therefore, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some is-;" " for, ifwe sin wilfully 
after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifi�e for sins, but a fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation." "Ca,t rwt away, THEREFORE, 
JOI"' rm,jidence wkick hath great recompen,,e of reward, for ye 
have need of patience, that after ye have done the will of God, 
tAaf ye JllGHT receir,e the PROMISE; [i. e. the baptism'of the Holy 
Ghost;] l' for, yet a little while, and he that shall come, [unto 
us as the.rain and the showers,] WILL come,and WILL NOT tarry." 

The prophecy of Ezekiel xxxvi., where God says he will, (by 
"sprinkling clean water upon them," and by " putting his Spirit 
within them,") "SA VE THEM FROM A.LL UNCLEANNEssi.s," cor­
responds beautifully with the description of its fulfillment in 
Titus iii. 6, where it reads, " he SAVED US BY the WASHING 
of regeneration, AND RENEWING of tke Holy Gho,t," which he 
,1wl on us abu:nd,antly through Jesus Christ-" the washing of 
regeneration" being the "sprinkling of clean water upon them," 

. and the " renewing of the Holy Ghost," being the " putting hie_ 
Spirit within them." 

The foregoing enables us to understand the·meaning of our 
Saviour, when he says to Nicodemus, "except a man be born oF 
WA.ftR, and OF 'l'HE SPmIT, he cannot enter into the kingdom -
of God." The kingdom of God is the visible and spiritual 
church on earth. Therefore a man can, by the Spirit, be a mem• 
her of the spiritual church; or by the water, be a member of the 
viaible church, without·being. in " the kingdom of God." And 
our Sa-riour's finding fault with Nicodemus for not knowing that 
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it "'"' neras4ry, (under the Messiah) (or a man to be born of 
the water and of the Spirit, shows that it was prophesied of, 
and, thereCore, he, being a master in Israel, waa inexcuaable for 
not knowing it. If it had not been prophesied of, there could 
have been no blame for ignorance. 

The expression in 1 Peter iii. ii, "baptism doth alao ....,. 
eave us," by "tlu C1U1IJer ef a good amiceenu totHru God, by 
[or through] the resurrection of Jesua Christ," probably meu,a, 
that the Spirit which raised up Christ from the dead, and which 
be received (when he "was" exalted at the right hand of God) 
and shed forth on his disciples u a comforter, and on. the worW 
to .. convince it of sin;'' did upon their repentance and " bap­
tism for the remiuion of sins," cease to convict them of the 
guilt of sin, (it being the Spirit of truth, and of �e would 
bear witness to it) and sAVBl> TRBJI from a guilty c:onscie,ece, 
by bearing testimony that they were forgiven, for it ia by the 
Spirit that the conscience is convicted, therefore, it cannot ha.Ye 
peace util the Spirit ceases to corlViet it. 

, CHAPTER VI. 

Taking water baptun_ in tile light of " the reminion of sine,., 
and spiritual baptism as cleansing from indwelling sin, the­
i-sage of the Israelites out of Egypt, might illustrate � 
thu, (for it was "a sludmo of gOOfl tMJ&/I• to amui,"· and wa, 
wntten for our atTIIJftiti<m :") their leaving the service of the 
Bgyptiana at the comm.a.nd of God, illustrates the · sinner's re­
penting and doing works meet for repentance, i. e. his forsaking 
tu service of sin for .the service of God; their beiag- � up 
at the Red Sea by the Egyptians, the guilt of lin separating 
between him and God. and indwelling sins, ready to. fetca him 
into its service again, and- thus destroy him ; their ,al_,_ 
u,-t,\e &d Sea, by their atamling still and seeing the sabation 
of the Lord; his salvation by water baptism from the guilt of 
sin; (thus answering a good conscience towards God;) their 
receiving the law at Sin&i, his instructions (as in Heb. x. &e. 
aiw he is proselyted by repent�e and baptism) before he haa 
t� the birth of the Spirit, by faith in the blood and :reaun� 



tjon o{ Christ, the typified Canaan ; his receiving it, by their 
passing Jordan-; his fulfilling the law of God, by the love of God 
shed abroad in hi:, heart-by the Spirit, (for b.e that loveth ful­
filleth the whole law,) by 'their obedience in serving God all the 
days of Joshua., and those that entered the land of Canaan, that 
had seen al1 tlle mighty acts of God. 

_ These sentimenti being correct, the EJtlloll of refllt!ing bap­
tiafb, (to which the promise of remission of sins, and the gif\ 
of the Spirit is attached,) to those wb.o are inquiring what they 
thall do to be saved, (before they are saved) r.uw1mu a DR&\DPITL 
importance, and in what are called "revivals," convinced as 
I am of the,ir importance, I have no doubt but there have been 
millions of ,uuJ,, sacrijicei. to this ERROil, who are now in perdi• 
tion, who would have been in glory if they had been {when 
they asked " what they should do to be saved;" i. e. to be born 
of the Spirit) in the words of Peter, required to "repe,ct and be 
baptized, EVERY ONE OF THEM," with the promise that "they 
llundd recei11e the remission of their sins," and also [ not had 
-but] SHOULD recei1'e the gift of the Holy Ghost." From 
this error which might be considered as an unimportant one, we
can see the fearful danger of hai,ing ANY error in aur Doc­
_l'IUNE8, and the importance of the command of the apostle to
" TAU:_- BEED TO YOUR, DOCTRINE, FOR, IN so DOING THOU
SHALT SAVE BOTH THYSELF and THEM that BEAR THEE." 
And although-the repentance of sin cannot be too thoroughly in­
sisted upon (and as no person can be saved, until he repents of
all sin, by deterµiining to live to the will of God in all things) 
yet there Is NO PROMISE in the New Testament that the birth of
t� Spirit shall be gi11en, upon repentance alone; neither was it 
ever given, however long and thoroughly a person may have re­
pented, untjl he believed in Christ as an atonement for all sins,
and a saviour fro� them. And I would ask how is it, but for
the soul-damning errors in the ehurch, that, whilst in the days
of the apostles, ALL who "asked what they should do to be
saved," were admitted immediately into the church by baptism,
and were saved by receiving the Holy Ghost, whilst often now,
�ine out_ of ten, after blindly seeking until they are dis-

8 



couraged or overcome by the tempter, fall into the ditch with 
their blind leaders ; for we certainly have the same religion and 
the same Spirit ? and further more how can .: nation be bom in 
a day, until we return to the apostolic truth t But be careful 
that in your zeal to keep all out of the visible church, until 
they are born of the Spirit, you do not reap the rewards . of 
the "fea.rftd and the unbeliemt&g !" for God, by the apostles 
has promised, that those that repent and are baptized for�e 
remission of sins, SHA.LL receive tb.e gift of the Holy Ghost, but 
you are "fea.rftd" tl,.at he will not fulfill his promise, and 
therefore you will not " believe" him. 

From the foregoing, the conclusion is that the rpudificatiou 
that were necessary to fit a person to be united to the church 
by baptism was not the " being &ma of tu Spirit," but it was 
"repentance towards God," (which repentance is a full deter­
mination to do the will of God in all things,) and " r.omerrion" 
to christianity. 

CHAPTER Vll. 
The word II comertM'' when used in the New Testament, 

did not mean (as it now does) the being born of the Spirit, but 
it meant the embracing the belief that Jesus was the Christ 
which was promised by God in the prophets, and that he should 
1ar,e tktm from tkeir sins by 'JRl,tting kitt Spirit fl1itkin t"-, 
11 that they might serve God in righteousness and holiness all 
the days of their li-ves, (in opposition to the he/,ief held by the 
u�rted Jews, that the Christ when he came should be a
temporal Saviour, and save the Jews and all that should become
Jews, out of the hands of the Romana and all their political
enemies,) is proved from Acta iii. 10, for it says, ". repent and
be CONVERTED, tltat your sins may be bwtted outwRD tke ti-nu
of refre,king SHALL COME from tke preseriu of tke Lord;"
the expression " be rmroerted, '' undoubtedly meaning that they
ahould embrace or believe the christian system, and reject
Judaism, and that this "comersion" to, or belief of, the truth of
Christianity, was not the birth of tke Spirit, is evident, for the
"bwtting out of their nm," (by the birth of the Spirit,)· was
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promised upon condition that they should become oom,erted, and 
was to take place when they should be born or 'baptized by the 
refreshing (of the Spirit) that ,huu,ld afte:u,t1,rd,. come from the 
presence of the Lord. 

The quotation of our Lord, from Isaiah vi. 10, in Matt. xiii. 
15, surely does- not mean their "renewal by the Holy Ghost," 
for their renewal or " healing" was promised upon conditiD'n 
thlft they slwuld be " CONVERTED ;" it reads, " their eyes have 
they closed, lest at any time they should see with their eyes­
and understand with their hearts, and should be com,erted, and 
I shall heal them." The "healing" mentioned here, was evi­
dently to take place after the conversion.• 

From the foregoing examination it is evident that the New 
Testament meaning of the word " rnmJerted," is not the being 
lJ<irn of tM Spirit, but the turning from error, and the embrac­
ing of the truth, i. e. it is the believing that christianity is true, 

• That the apoatlea were not converted until near &he day of PenteC01t, ia alao
evident, �t, ftom the (act, that they were expecting the Messiah to be a tempo­
rai prince, (and not a Chriat crucified;) and the unbelieving Jews rejected him, 
for the very reaon that he had informed them tha't he was not a tllmporal prince, 
whila& the diaciplea did not give up the hope that he was a temporal prince until 
he was crucified; and that then their hope• were bluted is evident; for they aaid 
"we thought that it was be that should save Israel." And previous to bis cru­
cihion we find them olinging to the hope of worldly splendor, and contending 
that each might be the greatest; DOW IUI Chriat said to the Pharisees, ",_ -
y• 6elinie, who r«ei� honor one of another, and H&II: NOT that honor which com«h 

from God ONLY ;" it ia evident therefore, that the disciples were not then con­
verted, and that they were not; is Cf,rtain from the Cact that Christ (to reprove 
&heir pride and ambition) nt a little child in their midst, and said unto tl\em, that 
except they llhmdd be confJtf'tffl and btt:OrM aa that liatle child, they ahould in no 
wiH enter the kingdom of heavm," (iohich kingdom lll<U the dupmBOtion of the 
Spirit, which commenced at the day of Pentecost.) And just previous to Christ's 
crucifixion, when he was trying to com,n-t his diaciplea to a belief or his real 
charaoter, by telling tham of his death, &c. " Peter rebuked him ; Chriat then 
llllid Ulfto him get thee behind ,,.. Batan ; and he also directed· Peter to comfort 
the brethren when he should be converted, Tliat they were not oon_verted, is alao 
evident ftom the t\ct, that no christian denomination would admit members to 
their communion who held to the view the apostles did before the reaurrection 
of Christ. The apostles ( with the exception of their r,pmtance, baptism and 
bt�f of "the kingdom oC heaven at hand, and of Chriat'e being the Meaaiah,) 
bad ae much need of conversion in reference to bia real Mesnall8hip, as the rest of 
the unconverted Jewa. 
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with a " tletermiMtitm" to obey its precepts, ldiich " determi­
nation," is Tepentanct. 

Acts xv. 3, where Paul declared the "r.mt'Dtrrio-n" of the 
Gentiles, " does not prove that comerlion means the rmetDing 
by the Holy Ghost," although their renewal by it would follow 
as a matter of course, as well as their eternal 1alt1atio1&. 

CHAPTER VIII. 
That the word "regtnerati0'1&" when used in the New Testa­

ment, does not mean the baptism of the Holy Ghost, will ap­
pear from Titus iii. 6, where water baptism is called " the wash­
ing of regtneration ;" and in Matt. xix. 28, where Christ calls 
(the following of him under the dispensation of repentance and 
f/Jatet baptism) the follnwing of him i,. the regmeration; and 
that they were not then. born of the Spirit is apparent not only 
from the foregoing arguments on " e<moern0'1&; but also from 
the fact that the Spirit was not yet given, because Christ was 
not yet glorified:" And in Gal. iii. 22-26 iv. 6, 7, Paul, speak­
ing of those that were the servants of God because " they had­
yielded themselves, his servants to obey; says Hhat the Scrjpture 
hath concluded all under sin,) that the promise by faith of Jesus 
Christ might be given to all that belier,e, but before faith came, 
(i. e. before the resurrection of Christ, and di_spensation of t,he · 
Spirit, &c.) we were kept under the law; shut up unto the faith 
which should t1.ftmom-i1 he re,,eoletl. Wherefore the law, (i. e. 
repentance toward1;1 Ood 1 sacrifices, &c,) was our schoolmaster to 
bring us to Christ, that we might be JUSTIFIED by faith. But 
after faitk is oome we are 1W lnnger uxder a schoolmasttr. For 
we are all the CHILDREN of God, by FAITH in JUU,$ Christ," 
(and hirn crucified,)--" and because ye .4-11-E soNs, God HATH

aent forth the spirit of kis Son Il'(TO yOflr kearts, crying Abba, 
Father, whereftrre tk1111, arl NO MORE A. SERVANT, lnil a 
SON." 

As (hai, already been shown) Cornelius was accepted of God 
as a 1ervaJ1-t, although he was net q, 80'1& by being savetl, (i.e. 
he was not lJm-n of the Spirit,) for Peter was to tell him things 
whe�by lu: and all his /,.Qim: iltauld be sa,1Jell1 i.e. should be oorn



of it. From the foreg9ing, we find that the Spirit was not given 
until after Christ's glorification, and that when the faitk came 
whereby they were macle the ,ons of God, then God sent forth 
his Spirit into their hearts; (i.e. Qod baptized them with the 
Holy Ghost.) Therefore until they were baptized with the Holy 
Ghost they were not the ,om, but the 1er-Dant1 of God, and of 
course as they were following him in the ( dispensation of water 
baptism or-) regeneration; therefore the word regeneration does 
not mean the baptism of the Holy Ghost, but the BAPTISM of 
water. 

In Rom. i. IS, 19, ii. 13, 14, 16, Paul has shown that adult hea• 
thens, although they are without the (written) l&w, are under the 
law, because God A«tk re,,e,aled it in tkem, and shown to them that 
the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all U1'godlme11 
and t1,nri,gkteott.mu1 of men; and he.says, that when the Gentiles 
which have not the (written) law, do by nature the things con• 
tained in-the law "they show the law, written.in their hear�s, 
(and certainly if the holy apostle Paul was not al>le to think 
•'ftf tking of himself as he ought, but that all his w.jficiency 
was of God; then the unregeuerate (whether .they have ever 
heard the gospel or not, must recsii,e from the Spirit of God. both 
the knowledge of what is right and of what is wrong, and then 
the power to repe11t, .and to do what is right,) and that they shall 
1.-s jwtijiecl in the day when God shall jlldge the world in right• 
eousness, by Jesus Christ, which perfectly corresponds with the 
words of the apostle, when he says, t�t " the grace of God that 
bringetk 1alvaticm hath �red to ALL men, teaching thern that 
denying ungodline!IS and every worldly lust, that they should 
live righteously and godly in this present evil world." That 
eternal life is giv.en unto the heathen, is evid.ent from Rom v. 
18 : it says, as by the otfenoe of one judgment came upon all 
men 'IIIRia- condemnatwn, even so by the .righteousness of o� 
(Christ,) " the free gift came upon all men, unto justification of 
life;" and in 1 John v. 10, 11, it says, "he that befieveth not 
.God, hath made him," (God,) "a liar, because he heliei,ed '1IIJt 
.the reoo-rd that God gave of his Son. And this ii the record, that 
God hath given to us eternal life."

s• 



(This does not prove Unive:raali1m, for if it was neceaary that 
St. Paul should entreat professed christians, that they " receiH 
1fDt the grace of God in tiain, 11 certainly thoae who do not receive, 
but r,Jeet it; will not be saved by it.) 

And as St. Peter said also of Cornelius, (" whose prayers and 
al1111, had come up before God for a memorial ;") " that of a 
truth God was no rupecter of p,r,o,u, but in erJtry nation he 
that fearetk God and 'WOTketk rigkttJt1K111,Us w AB accepted of 
him. 11 This may be the meaning of the expression in Acts xviii. 
10, when the Lord said to Paul, " I kaTJe muck people in thia 
city ;11 (i. e.) although they have not been saved by hearing and 
believing the Gospel, yet there are many in this citywho "fe,w 
God and 'WOTk righteousness, and are therefore accepted· as ser­

Hnts, 11 
(" for to whom we YIELD ou:raelves se"ants to obey, his 

,en,mst, we are. 11
) And we find by ve:rae 7, of the same chap­

ter, that Paul was then in the house of Justus, who was a toor-
11,,ipper of God. Lydia, was also a worshipper of God before 
Paul preached the Gospel unto her, and at the time he preach­
ed to her, she had resorted with other "'WOTshippers to the place 
where prayer was wont to be made. 11 And Paul says also, that 
the chief advantage that the Jews had over the Gentiles, was 
(not that the .Tews were saved, and the Gentiles all lost, but) 
that to them were committed the oracles of God.

And of St. Peter, where he says that Christ was put to death 
in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit ; by which,_ he went 
and preached to the spirits in prison, (which were sometime dis­
obedient,) WHEN ONCE the long mffering of God, waited in t.u 
days of Noah while the ark was preparing,11-and of Christ, 
when he says, "that this is the rmulemnation," (not that men 
are born sinners, but that) "·ligh,t has come into the world, and 
that men have loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds are evil. 11 " Christ is also the true light, that ligktetlt. 
eoery man that cometh into the 'WOTld.1

1 

Arid our Lord told the Jews, that they (the uncircumcised 
Gentiles) should come from the east, and the west, and set down 
with Abrah� in the kingdom of God, whilst ye (by circum-
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ciaion, Jews, and thereby)" the children of the kingdom. should 
be casf out." 

And when Christ in his natin village taught, and proved the 
doctrine from the ScriptUTI!S, that there were many lepers in Is­
rael in the.. time of the prophet ; yet. (because of unbelief,) none 
were healed but Naaman the Syrian, (an uncircumcised Gentile,) 
"and that although there were many widows in Israel in the 
time of IHesius the prophet, yet to none was he sent, (becau� 
of their want of faith,) "but to a widow of Sarepta," ( a widow 
of the uncircumcised Gentiles.) The Jews were filled with 
rage, and attempted to kill him, by casting him headlon{ down 
a steep place. 

If in objection to this doctrine it be asked, "of what use then 
is the preaching of the gospel to the heathen l" 

. The answer is, that in the first place, those of them that are 
saved without the gospel, by being faithful with one talent ; if 
they were to have fa,e talents committed to them, (by hl!-ving the 
gospel,) they would be rewarded for tffl talent, instead of tto0, 
in the day when God shall judge the world by Jesus Christ. 

For our Saviour expressly says, that "he that is faithful in 
that which is least, u tilsofaitkfal in that which is much," and 
then instead of simply saving their own souls, they would un­
doubtedly shine as the stars, and the :firmament of heaven, be­
cause they had turned many to righteousness. 

And in the second place, many that are now lost by burying 
_ their one talent,- by impenitence, would then be saved. For 
Christ said, that if Sodom and Gomorrah had luard the gospel, 
that the hardened J�ws rejected, that tMg ttJOUld luiN stood '"'" 
til tki, day ; and if Tyre and Sidon had heard it, they "'9tdd
ltne reptnted in dust and ashes. And Ninevah did repent at the 
preaching of Jonah. [We here see the awful responsibility that 
rests upon the church, for not ·having sent " the gospel to every 
creature ;" for so sure as that "those who tum many to righte­
ousness; shall shine as the stars," so surely will those be brought 
to an account who had an opportunity, and have not done-it.] 

The conclusion is, that those that are faithful in that which is 
least, ·by repenting when God convicts them of sin, "1ilZ also be 
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faithful in that whfrh is much, by trusting in the blood of Christ 
for the remission of their sins that are past, when forgiveness is 
offered them through faith in his blood, as did Cornelius, whose 
prayers and alma came up for a memorial before God, before he 
heard the gospel, (and as did also others.) 

And as Christ said to the Pharisees, in Matt. xxi. 32, that the 
publicans and harlots believed John, but when ye saw it, ye re• 
pented not, afterwards that ye might believe. And m another 
place he asked them, " why re'J}8nted ye not at the preaching of 
John, that ye might believe, when he (Christ) came;" and in 
John v. 46. "For kad ye belie-oed Moau," (i. e. the law,) "ye 
1Dml,l,d ka-oe belieud me, (the gospel.) It shows, that no 
man can believe until after he haa repented. 

CHAPTER IX. 
Repentance towards God, is not I01'1'0'IJJ for 1in, but it is the 

d.llermination to for1ake all sin, .by doing the will of God in all 
thing,, (as revealed in his word.) Thus it was with the son of 
the man whica was spoken of by Christ, who, when his father 
said to him, " go work in my vineyard, and he said, I will not ; 
kt afterwards he repented, and went;" (i.-e.) he determined u,
6-", and tkm toent.; the determinatiM to go, was repent&nce, the 
-�n� was works meet for repentance. That sorrow for sin is
not repentance, is evident, from 2 Cor. vii. 10, it says, •" Godly
MWf'01IJ 'UJOrketk repentance," cJ-c. (i. e.) if a man is sorry for do­
ing any thing, hia ,orrou, will lead him to make up his mind to
,lo «i "° 'IR!D1'e. And thus it was with the prodigal san, when-he
,emembered how ungrateful he had been to hia father, and alao
,eouidered how many hired servants his father had, wlto had
bread enough, ·and to apare whilst he perished with hunger ; it
Whim .to determi'Ri8 io return to hill tiuher, md say, "father, I
-ha.ve sinned against heaven, .and in thy sight, ,and am no more
.JVP11,hy to ,� called �y son, •but make me as one of th.y hir.ed
IHltVall.ts," &.c. Sia detennination to �turn and confess, &.c.
was repentaw;e--his returning, was w.orb .meet for ;i;epentance.
Taere is. CQD&ide.rable importance in,diacfiminating between .or•

,mo .for .,in,, and,:�.; !or � it �Qt at .all times in the
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power of the sinner to feel sorry for his sins, but it is always in 
his power- to repent, (i. e.) he is always able to come to the ,le. 
termination that he will "'°"'• and henceforth live to the will of 
God, (he being his helper,) and thus ta comply with the Scrip­

ture, which says, 11 God NOW commandeth all men every where 
to repent." 

Having thus shown the qualifications necessary to fit a per• 
son for church membership, their truth will be substantiated by 
reviewing some of the foregoing passages, and a few parallel 
passages of Scripture. And firstly, the expression "wa,hing 
avay thy sins, calling upon the name of the Lord," evidently 
shows, that the subjects of baptism, were often (by their receiv­
ing it) cleansed from sin, by exercising faith in the blood of 
Christ : And the baptism of the Holy Spirit would undoubtedly 
always be given in connexion with, or immediately following 
the baptism of water; if the subjects were determined to deny 
all ungodliness, and to live to the will of God, and were fully 
instructed, ( 11 for faith cometh by hearing,") how to exercise 
s®ing faith, (the exercising of which faith is simply to condude 
not only that their past sins are fotgiven, because Christ has 
died, a.11d thereby made full atonement for them all,- but that, 
tkeg kaTJe SALVATION through his BLOOD.) The expression II call­
ing on the name of the Lord," shows, that the persons, when 
they were baptized, were in the habit of asking God to fwgiTJe 
thein their sins, and also sa:r,e them from all (uncleanness or) un­
righteousness, by giving them the Holy Spirit which he had 
promised, in Joel ii. 28, 32, where it says, that God would �ur 
out of his Spirit upon all flesh, and that whosoever should CALL 

· ui,,m tlte name of the Lord should be delivered ( or saved ; ) ,md
Jer. xni. 33, 34, where it says, that God will make a NEW COVE• 

KANT with the house of Israel, and this an,e-nant is, that God will
after those days, (that is after the resurrection of Christ,) put his
la, within them, and write it in their hearts-and that all should
know the Lord, from the least to the greatest ; and that he would
forgive them their iniquity, and remember their sins no more;
and in Ezk. xxxvi. 24-37; where God promised, that after he
had clean,ed them, by sprinkli!lg clean water upon them, he-



92 

would then put his Spirit within them, and (tmu) cause them to 
walk in his statutes, and keep his judgments and do them. 

But, as has been before observed, they also " called upon the 
name of the Lord," in order to obtain the salvation of their souls, 
(i. e, they prayed,) in obedience to the requirement of God in 
verse 37 of the same chapter-it says, " Taus SA.ITH TBB LoB.D 
Goo, I will yet for tku be inquired of by the house of Israel to 
do it for them." And thus we find in Luke iii. 10-14, that the 
multitudes, publicans, and soldiers (inquired of, or) asked John 
what they should do, &c.-and likewise, we find in Luke iii. 21, 
22, that Christ prayed when he was baptized, and then the hea• 
vens were opened, and the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily 
shape like a dove. And in Acts i. 14, we find that the disciples 
contin:ued (about ten da�J with great fey, and with one accord 

· in praytr and supplication-praising and blessing God continu­
ally, until the day of Pentecost, (waiting for the faljilment of the
promise of Christ, that God would give them the Holy Spirit,)
and then it fell upon them.-Acts iv. 31. "When they had
prayed, they were all filled with the Holy Ghost. We also
find, that Cornelius prayed preoiow to his receiving the
Holy Ghost. And also the apostle prayed for the Samari­
tans, that they might receive the Holy Ghost-then they laid
their hands on them, and they received it. And in Acts :.uii.
we have found that Paul was required to be baptued, and wash
away his sins '' ca/J.ing upon the name of the Lord."

Having thus shown that the subjects of baptism (as well as
those that administered it,) were in the practice of praying to
God for the gift of the Holy Ghost, (which God had promised,)
when they u,ere baptized-and that they oftentimes received it
in that ordinance ; therefore, it might be made a great means of
receiving the birth- of the Spirit.

Such an outpouring of the Spirit, and display of the divine
power, I have never seen, as I have witnessed accompanying
baptism, and the preaching upon the mode, and the passage of the
Red Sea by the Israelites, as illustrating the repentance, faith.
and baptism by the Holy Ghost, of those that seek salvation;
illuskating their repentance, by the Israelites leaving Egypt ;
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their baptism by water, and by the shedding of the Holy Ghost; 
by the baptism or sprinkling with the cloud and with the sea; theh­
passing through the otherwise impassable guilt and pollution of 
sin, and thus being justified and made partaker of the Spirit by 
having it shed upon them; by lookjpg at the full atonement for all 
sin there was in the blood of Christ-illustrated, by the Israel,. 
ites standing still (at the. command of Moses,) to .see the salva­
tion of the Lord, when they could do nothing more, there being 
� way of escape. 

And such an illustration is scriptural, for those things toere 
" a ikadow of good things to come." 

CHAPTER X. 
Some of those parallel passages that prooe the membenhip of 

persons who were not born of the Spirit will now be examined. 
The first is 2 Peter i • .19, He, after having (in the three 

verses previous, given them the evidence of which he was an 
eye witness, that Christ was the Messiah, (which was foretold 
by the prophets,) says, " We have oho a more ture word oj 
propkecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed as unto a 
light that shineth in a dark place until the day dawn, and the 
DAY-STAR ARISE in y(lll,r hearts." ... 

Although this epistle was addreSBed to those who had obtain• 
ed a like precious faith with Peter, yet from the fact that Christ 
iB "the BRIGHT and MORNING STAR," it is evident that there were 
some in those churches who had been taken in, (upon the be. 
lief that Christ was the Messiah which was promised,) although 
they had not been enlightened so as to believe with a heart unto 
righteousness ; i. e. they had not that faith wherelly " Chris& 

• The Old Testament, so 1hr from being "hard to be undentood," (it I may
be allowed the similitude,) in its types and shadows, is like a pictured alphabet, 
and by illljllUalratioos, the more easily enables the �.to eo111prehend the 
plan of redemption. And it some that have been admitied int.o &he clrutch W 
been taught from the prophets, until they had becO>M kanud, they would not 
then have required othen to h!,ve tb1r Spirit put within them before that they had 
been apriukled with el111111 water. And they would undoubtedly, by NtROA er 
me, have had their senses eHrcised to discern bolh " sood and evil," 1111.d ha-nt 
been able to have eaten the strong meat of tbe New Testament, and DOI in "-· 
ger of " w.resting it with other Seripturel to their de1truetion." 



is formed in the heart the hope of glory," (by which they should 
bs, made partakers of the Divine nature by being baptized with 
the Holy Ghost.) 
- As Christ is" the hrigkt tutd 1MT11i1&lf ,tar," he was undoubt­

edly the " daf star " which was to arifle in their hearts, by their
diligent seareh of the prophets. Therefore, it -is evident that
Christ was not yet formed {or "risen") in their hearts the hope
of glory: but that they were in obedience to the prophet, " fol­
lowing on to "1ww, 11:ntil tkey slwuU know the Lotd, whose go­
ing, fortk were prepared 48 tie morning," aml that " should
also C011Ul UICto them as tke rain," &c.

D:r Reasoning from the foregoing, how many there are, if 
they had been united to the church by water baptism, when they 
were clesiroUB of fleeing from the wrath to come, (by denying 
all ungodli11.e111, and lieing tQ the will of God,) that would have 
been saved by becoming " wise unto salvation " by walking 
with the wise, fOl' " he that walketh with the wne ,hall become 
IDile," that h.a ve been excluded. from the ch.urcli by those f ah.e 
views, and have, therefore, by becoming "the rmnpanior,,s of 
fools," !Jer:o,,mfools, (even to the S'll.ying in their hearts there is 
"no God,") and have been" destroyed." 

The next parallel passage that witl be examined, is in Heb. 
(for it was undoubtedly addressed unto such members that had 
not attained unto faith in the blood of " Christ for the blotting 
out of their sins,") that Paul addressed the following words. 
He says, (after having said" for we that have belieoed no ENTER 
into rut, th.ere remaiooth therefore a rest for the people of God ; 
for he that Is entered into reit hath ceased from from all ki, 
work,. as God did from his";) "let us labor, therefore, to enter 
into this rest, lest any man fall after the same exampleJof llll· 
belief." The expression, "he that hath entered into rest" (i. e. 
that hath believed to the receiving of the Spirit,) " katk ceased 
from all ki, works, as God did from his," corresponds with the 
description which Paul has given in Romans, of the person that 
is justified by faith in the blood of Christ, as being " him that 
fDOTketk not,. but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly,
whose/aitk is imparted to him for righteousness." 
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If it is asserted that the passages in 1 Peter i. 16--20, and 
Heb. iii. 6-19, and chap. iv. and x. do not apply to such members 
aa are admitted into the church by water baptism before they 
are born of the Spirit, I think it will be difficult for the oppo· 
nents of the foregoing doctrine, to give a oonsistent definition of 
their meaning. For if the "rest" alluded to in the quotation 
from Heb. means Heaven, it would have been unreasonable in 
the apostle to have urged them to enter Heaven without delay, 
for no man can enter there until ·death. But that the " rest " 
mentioned there does not mean Heaven, is evident, for he says 
tkat "we that ha'lle believed" (i. e. have believed in the blood 
of Christ,) "do enter into rut." And Paul urged those who 
had not entered into this rest, to enter into it, lest they should 
fall by ,in, as those fell in the wilderness, because they, through 
unbelief, had refused to enter into Canaan, the rest from their 
journeyings in the wilderness. 

That the doctrine of admitting members· to the church (by 
repentance and wate1· baptism, in expectation that they will then, 
or afterwards, be born of the spirit,) can be abused as well aa 
any other doctrine of the Bible, will not be denied;· but if those 
who are thus admitted, before they are born of the spirit, will 
follow the directions that have been referred to in Pet. and Heb. 
there will be no danger from the abuse of this doctrine. 

This doctrine ·was abused in the time of the apostle, by 
those who ... held to A form of godliness, but denied THE power;"
and no doubt it will be in our day. And it assuredly will be 
abused by all, (who, after they have b�en united to the church 
by water baptism,) shall rest short of the baptism of the spirit, 
by which they '' know that they are born of God," "and have 
eternal life." As every church member who has been born of 
the spirit, if he does not live in the enjoyment of its abiding 
within him, abuses his membership as much as the person 
who neglects to obtain the baptism of the spirit after he has 
joined the church by baptism ; therefore .its liability to abuse ia 
no objection �inst it.

9 
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CHAPTER XI. 
The Rev. J. W ealey, in his journal, gives an account of many 

peraoos that han received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, by their 
partaking of the Lord's Supper. (His mother wu one of them.) 
He likewise recommends the diligent attendance upon that or­
clmance, as a means of obtaining the birth of the Spirit, by 
those who had not been previoualy born of it. And ,u,rtl'!I, if 
it had been rin for those to p,.rtake of it, who had not been 
born of the Spirit, the Lord would not have baptized them wiih 
&he Holy Ghost whilst they were eating and drinking � 
ttolL It was the geuing dru:nk at the Lord's Supper, that was 
ta " drinking of damnation " spoken of by St. Paul, but it wu 
not the eating of it before they were baptized with the Spirit. 
Aad furthermore, no,ie of the apostles were baptized with the 
Spirit when they first partook of the supper, "for the Spirit waa 
not yet given, because Christ was not yet glorified." And to 
Judas, whom Christ knew was a thief; and would also betray 
him, he gave the bread and wine of the first supper, with his 
own hands, because he had been confirmed in the church by 
water baptism, and had not yet done any ou.twartl a.ct whereby 
he could be excommunicated. 

From the foregoing facts, it is not only evident that a person 
may eat of the supper before he is born of the Spirit, but 
that it also might be a great means of penitent persons obtain­
ing the birtk of the Holy Spirit, who had not previously receiv-
. ed it. What would be more easy for them to understand, than 
the· fact, that they might as fretly tnut in the broken body and 
,Ja«l blood of Christ, (both for acr,eptanu with God, and the re­
..-al, by the Holy Ghost,) as they might piutake of the broken. 
bread and poured wine, now that they had been baptized I 
Therefore, as any person under the law, who would eat the 
passover, had a right to, by becoming circumcised; so also, un­
der the Gospel, any person has a right to eat of the Lord's Sup­
per, by repentance, nd his being baptized with water. In like 
manner, any person who has repented, (by coming to the deter­
mination to do the will of_ Goo in all things,) may u freely 
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U'Ust in the blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all his put 
sins, as the baptized person may eat of the Lord's Supper. 

In Scripture, the type is often called by the name of the anti­
type, and the antitype by the name of the type ; (the not ob­
serving of which has led to the error of transubstantiation in the 
Church of Rome.) Thus, when the Scriptures coll Christ the 
Lamb, it means (not that he was actually a lamb,) but that he 
was tkat which was typifit.d by the lamh. Likewise the calling 
the Lamb the passover, means· that it was the type of Chrut, 

(slain,) who was the real pauoDer. 
So also when Christ says of the bread, " this is my body 

which is broken for you," &c.) he means that it is typical of hia 
broken body; and likewise of the cup. And when he calls hia 
11 flesh, bread indeed," he means simply that bread typifies it; 
i. e. as men live literally by breaking (i. e, by eating) bread,
ao likewise in trusting in his broken body and shed blood, mm
lir,e ,pi.ritually; (and not the absurdity that his body is actu•
ally made out of flour, made into dough and then baked, inst-4
of its actually having been flesh and blood,)

...... 
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PART THIRD. 

INFANT BAPTISM COMPARED WITH THE SCRIPTURE. 

CHAPTER I. 

"What Mlitla the Scrip&urea," "/aaN r«Mlat thou!" 

Peter. (an inspired commentator on, and an eye witness of 
the fulfilment of the Scriptures) says, in Acts iii. 22, 23, 
quoting from Deut. xviii. 18, ll}, " Moses truly_ said unto the 
fathers, 'A Prophet,' [i. e. Christ] shall the Lord God raise up 
unto you of your brethren, like unto me ; him shall ye hear in 
all things:" "And it shall come to pass, that every soul which 
will not hear that prophet shall be destroyed from among the pe!J­
ple ;" thus showing that the Israel of God was not destroyed, and 
a new Israel formed to whom God should fulfil the new cove­
nant which he had made, (the covenant was that "he would 
put his Spirit in the house of Israel after those days,")· but that 
those who would not obey should · be cut off from Israel ; and 
will any body say, after reading Luke i. and ii:, that Zacharias, 
Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph and Nathaniel, (of whom Christ said 
he was an Israelite indeed) were not of the spiritual Israel. 

That Israel under the law is the same as the Israel under the 
gospel, also·corresponds with Paul in Rom. xi. 16 to 23: speaking 
of lsRAEL, he says, " and if the ROOT [ .Abrakam] be holy ; so 
are the BRANCHES," (i.e. tl:.e Jeu,1 ;) "and if so� [not all] of 
the BRANCHES be broken off, and th(IU, [a Gentile convert] being 
a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with theta 
partakest of the ROOT, and fatnes, of the olif!e tree;" "thou 
wilt say, then the branches were broken off, that I might be 
graffetl. in. Well, becau,e of unbelief they were broken off, and 
thou 1tandut by FAITH:" "Behold therefore the goodness and 

9• 
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severity of God, on them which fell ,e-oerity; but towards tAee, 
goodness, if thou continue in his goodness ; otherwise thou shah 
be cut off: and they also if they abide not still in unbelief, shall 
be GRAFFED IN," "AGAIN." 

That the church under the gorpel is not a new church, bu& 
the same as the church under the law, is evident from the fact, 
that the r.hurch, both under the law and the gospel, is called not 
only the children of Abraham by faith, but l.srael, as will be seen 
by the following quotations: in Gen. xxxii. 28, it reads, " And he 
said, thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but brael; for aa 
a prince hast thou power with God, and with men, and hast pre­
vailed ;" and we find by verse 12 of this chap. that he inherit• 
ed the promise made to Abraham his father, " that in him 
[Abraham] all the nations of the earth should be b\essed ;" 'I. 
12 reads, " And thou saidst I will surely do thee good, and make 
thy SEED [or children] as the sand of the sea, which cannot be 
numbered for multitude;" and we find in Rom. iL 7, 8, that 
this seed was not the natural descendants of Abraham, but all 

· 6elieoer,, whether they were Jews or Gentiles: it reatl!J, "Neitner 
because they are the sud [or children] of Abraham, are they all 
children, but in Isaac shall thy seed be called ; that is they ,vhich
are the children of the flesh, these are wt the chtldren of God.
but the children of the PROMISE are wunted for the SEED," i. e.
the children (by faith) in all nations (that God had promiNirl
Abraham and Israel that they should be the fathers of,) tluy arc
tlu children. That this promise included all believers circum•
aised and uncircumcised; those under the law,_and those under
the gospel, is further evident from Rom. ii. 26 to 29 : it says "for
circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep tJie law, but if thou be a 
lweaker of the law, shall not thy circumcision be counted for unri.r­
cumcision?" "Therefore, if the uncircumcision keep the rig/¢• 
eoumeu of the law, shall not his uncircumcision be counted for 
oircumcision 7 For he is not a Jew [ or l.sraelite] which is one oat­
toardly, neither ii that circumcision which is uutward· in thejlai.
But he is a Jew," [or child of Abraham]" which is one inwarclly:, 
and circumcision is that of the heart, [in or bv] the_ Spirit."
And also in Rom� iv. 11, 12, 14. US, 17, ts •. 22,,23, 24, it reada.



"and he received the rip [or ,eal] oC circumti,i,m; a . .,. 
of the riglr.ttD11.111,W of faith-that he might 6e the father of ell 

' tlwm that belier,e, though they be not circumcised ; that rigkteou­
,.,., might be imputed to them abo; and the father of cir� 
GUitm to them who are not of the circumcision only, bu& who 
tlUO walk in the st�ps of t!at faith. of our father .Abralum. 
For if tkey wkick are of the law be '/uirs, faith is made DOitl, 
and the promise is of none effect : Therefore, it ii of faith that 
it might be by grace, to the end that the promise might be sure 
to all the seed, [or believers] not to that only which is of the 
law, [or by natural descent] but to that also which is of the 
faith of Abraham, who is the father of w all, (as it is writteft I 
have made the father of many nations)-who against hope g.. 
LIBVlCD in hope, that he might become the father of 111mrg na• 
tions: therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. Now 
it was ·not w'ritten for h.i11ake al01te, that it was imputed to him; 
ht for u, aJ,,o, to whom it ,hall be imp,tted, if we belieoe," &c.: 
and in Gal. iii. 2, 6, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 14, 18, 26, it also read,, 
'' This onLy would I learn of you, recei11td ye the Spirit by the 
works of the lfl,14, or � the h�ring of faitk'f He, therefore, 
that ministereth to you the Spirit, [it now being the dispensation 
,of the Spirit] doeth he it by the works of the law, or hy the 
Tuaring of faith 'I EYen a, A6rah,im belined God, and it wu 
accounted: to him for righteousness, lfnrM. ye, therefore that 
tier, which are of faith, the same are th, children· of Abraham : 
and. the Scripture foreseeing that Geel would jwtify the Rerzt.lffl 
1/wottgh faith, preached before �l tmto Abraham, saying-, 
in thee shall all 'Mtio-M be blessed. Sc, then t'!t,ey which h-"./ 

faitk, are blmetl w1TK t1N faithftd Alra.\am :· But that no man ii 
jmtified, by the la'III, in the 11ight of God, it is evident ; for the 
Jut sluill live by fattl-that the bl�ing- · of Abraham migflt 
COflN on tha Gmtila through Jesus Christ: that we might n­
CON· the, PROMtsB OF SPIRIT tlt.rougl& jaitlv-for if the IN­
HERITANCE be, of the law, it is no more of promise : he 
God gai,e it To Abraktim, by· promise. Par ye are all the c:Ai» 
na of God bg faith in Christ Jesu."' 

And. in Rom. iii. 29, 30; it reau,:. u r. he·t&.e-God of tie kn 
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only t is he not auo of the Gentiles I Yes, of the Gentiles 
al,o: seeing it is one God which 1kall justifieth the cirCIUIICi­
litm" [ or Jews] "by f aitk, and the uncirciimeision" [ or Gentiles] 
"tlmmgk faitk." The rm,mant, which was made with Abra­
ham, and is refened to in the foregoing quotations, is in Gen;. 
nii. 6. It reads: "Neither shall thy name any more be c;alled 
Abram ; but thy name shall be Abraham: for a father of mean, 
nations have l made thee." 

CHAPTER Il. 
In John i. 47, Christ (before the giving of the Spirit,)� 

Nathaniel " an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no guile !'' 
and that the true church under the law, and under the gospel, 
ia Israel, is evident from Rom. ix. 6. It reads: �• For they are 
not all h,:_ael that are of brael "-thereby plainly implying 
that all belieoer, Are Israelites. If any should still doubt that 
the church under the law, were the true hrael of God and cl&il­
tlrm of Abraham, let him read Heb. xi. of whom (besidea 
passing over· those, to mention whom, " time wuu.ld fail 
Aim,") Paul says, "They ALL obtained a good report TBllOlJGB 
f.AITH," and all died in the FAITH, though they did not obtain the 
l'BOJlISED SPIRIT. And, also, remember that "they which a 
OF FAITH, ARJ nESSED WITH FAITHFUL A.BuBA.111. 11 That llrael 
under the la.w was the true church of God, is further evident 
from Numbers xxiii. 7, 10, 19, 23, xxiv. 6, 9. It reads: "Ba­
lak, the king of Moab, hath brought me" [Balaam] "from A.ram, 
aaying, cqme, curse me Jacob, and, come, defy lsJ'llel. How 
shall I curse, whom God .}r.tk not cursed l or how shall I defy 
whom the Lord katk not defied 1 for, from the top of the rocks 
I 1ee /&im, and from the hills I behold him-who can count the 
dust of Jo.cob, and the number of the fourth part of Israel. Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and my last end be like Im! 
God is not man, that he should lie ; neither the son of man, 
that he should repent : hath he said, and ,hall he not do it , or 
hath he spoken, and ,hall ke 1lOt make it good 'I Behold, I hue 
received commandment to bleu, and he ha.th bleued : and I can-. 
iwt reverse it. He BA.TB KOT BBHELD u11Qv1n IK JAcoB; 1un-
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TBB& /iatl,, l,,e SUN l'BBVBRSION m lsB.AEL. The Lord l,,u God u , 

toit1' kim, and the shout of a king is among them. God brought 
tkem uut of Egypt: he hath, as it were, the strength of an uni­
com: mrely, tkere is no enchantment against Jacob, neitke.r i1 
tkere any divination against Israel: according to this time it 
shall be said of Jaoob and ef brael, what hath God wrought 1 
How goodly are thy tents, oh, Jacqb, and thy tabernacl�, oa, 
lellABL : blessed is he that bkueth tkee, and cursed is he th� 
eur,et/& thee." 

Jer. ii. 2, 3, 12, 13, and 21, it reads : " Thus uith the 'Lord, I 
remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine 
espousals, when thou wentest after me in the toilderneu, in a 
land that was not sown. Israel w As kolinu1 w22to the Lord. '1 

"Be astonished, oh, ye heavens, and be horribly afraid; be ·ye 
very desolate, saith the Lord, for my people have committed two 
el'ils: they-have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and 
have hewn them out cisterns-broken cisterns that can hold no 
w•ter. Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, WHOLLY a rig� 
1ud.JJ The foregoing is only a specimen of _the explicit proofs, 
that the Scriptures abound with, that Israel, under the law, was 
the 1pirit?.ud Israel of God. In fact, a person might as well 
deny the spirituality of the Israel of God under the gospel, as to 
deny it under the law : that they were the spiritual Israel under 
the gospel, is fully settled by the quotations from Romans and 
Galatians. 

ltaving thus shown that belieDerl in all ag� toere the ck#rc.\, 
or_ ls&ABL OF GoD, it will be further shown that the church under 
the gospel were the ,ame brael as the church under the law, 
and not a new Israel, from the fact that the promises of " the 
Spirit and a new Juart " made to believers ( or the house of Israel) 
were not made to a itew. church of believers, or house of Israel, 
but to the 1'tT?/ ,ame /&uuse (or children) of brae!, that existed 
under the law, "s the following quotations will fully show: Eze. 
xuvi, 16, 17, 18, 19,.2(), 24, 26, 26, 27, 28: "Moreover the 
word of the Lord came unto me, saying, son of man, .when the 
house of Israel dwelt in their own land, they defiled it, wher� 
fore I poured out my fury upon them, and I ecattered thelQ 

--
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among the heathen, and they were dispersed through the coun­
tries : But I had pity for my holy name, which the house of Is­
rael had profaned among the heathen : For I will take you from 
among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and 
will bring you into yuur oum land. Tken will I ,prinkle clean 
tDater upon yot1,, a new heart auo ti,ill I git,e you, · and a new 
spirit will I put within you; and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, .and I will give you a heart of flesh : 
And I will PUT MY sPmIT within you, and cause you, to ioallr in 
my statutes; and ye shall keep my judgments and do them: 
And ye shall dwell in the land I gave to yUll,r fatheri." hr. 
uxi. 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37: "Behold the days come, saith 
the Lord, that I will make a new cm,enant," [not will· make a 
fteW house of Israel,] " with the house of Israel, not according to 
the covenant that I made with your father, in the day that I
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land o'f Egypt; 
(which covenant they brake, though I 'Wa!I a husband unto thm,
aaith the Lord:) But this shall be the ctmenant that I will make 
1Vith the house of Israel after those days" [the days of the dedtA, 
resurrection and ascension of Christ,] " saith the Lord: I ,rill 
put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their h-eartlt·; 
and I will be their God and they shall be my people : And tbf 
ihall teach no more every man his neighbor and every man Ms 
l>rother, saying, khow ye the Lord: for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
Lord : for I will forgive their iniquities, and I will remember 
their sins no more. Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun 
for a light by day, and the ordinanees of the moon and of the 
stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves 
thereof roar : the Lord of Hosts is his name : If these ordinail­
ees depart from before me, saith the Lord, then the seed of b­
rael shall cease from being a nation before me forever. Thu• 
iaith the Lord, if heaven above can be measured, and the fouil• 
elations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off.U 
the seed of Israellfor all they have dcme, saith the Lord." ·A11d 
;.n Joel ii. �. 28, 29: "And ye shall lmow that.Jam tke midlt 
df brael, and that I am tlie Lord ,yt1ar God, and none else : and 
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my people shall never be ashamed. . And it shall come to pass 
tefterward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and 
,our sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your old men 
•hall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.
4JMi also upon the servants and upon tl>.e haJldmaids, in t�e
�r•, will I pour out my Spirit."

CHAPTER m.

Although the foregoing promises were made .to the house of 
Israel under the law, yet they were not fulfilled until after the 
coming of the Messiah, as is evident fi;om the following quota• 
tipns: John vii. 37, ?S, 39: "In the last day, the great day of 
the great feast, Jesus stood µp and cried, saying, if any mao. 
.t�.t let him com� unto me and drink : He that believeth on 
me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers 
of living water. {But this he spake of the Spirit, whii:h tk.e, 
��at 1,elier;e on him should receive," [not had received,] "for the 
Jloly Ghost," [which was promised by the prophets to the ho'!lfle 
of lf!l'ael, i. e. believers,] " was NOT YET gi'Dffl .iu:cAITsE that Jesµa 
was not yet glorified." Also Act.s i. 1, 4, 6, 8, 9; ii. 1, 4, o,
_12, 13, 14, 16, 16, 17, 18, 32, 33: "Jesus being assemblecl 
together with them, commanded them that they should not de­
part from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise," [i.e. theful­
J,l.ment of the promise "f the Fatli�r in the prophets,] "which 
aaith he, ye have heard of me: for J<>hn truly baptized with 
.wa_ter, but ye shall be baptized with {11,e lJoly Ghost, rwt ma"IJ 
day, hence;" "but ye shall receive po'Wer after �hat the Ho� 
Ghost is.come upon you. And when he had spoken.th!i!se thipgs, 
he was taken up, and a cloud received him out of their sight." 
"Ai:ul when the day of pentecost was fully come, they were all, 
•ith on:� accord, in one place,'' and "all filled with tli,e :H�ly
Qhost. _ And the.re were dwelling at Jeru�ale111, Jews, dev<>ll'
men, out of every nation under heaven: ancl.they were allam�., 
eel, and were in doubt, saying one to another, what ffililaneth t� t 
Ot.b.ers ·mocking, said, the11e men are full of new :wine. : .l3at 
J.>mer.standing up, lifted UJ.> his voice and l!Jlid unto them,�� 
,�,not dxu.nken_431• suppose: .;u� ;,;�,1J�/lljl4T, wh,\<;h � 
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apoken by the prophet Joel : ' And it shall come to pass in the last 
days, (saith God,) I will pour.out my Spirit upon all flesh; and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy ; and on my ser• 
vants and on my handmaidens, I will pour out; in those days, o{

my Spirit.' Jesus being by the right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost," 
[i. e. Jesus having received the Holy Ghost which the Father 
had promiled in the prophets to give to the house of Israel after 
those days,] "he hath shed forth this which ye now see and 
hear." 

Also, 1 Peter i. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 
It reads, "Jesus Christ-whom having not seen ye," [the 

kmue of Israel, or belierJers under the gospel,] " love ; in toAom 
(though now ye see him not,) yet believing, ye rejoice-Teceiffng 
(the end of your faith,) even the sal1'ation of your souls-of which 
1al1Jation, the prophets have inquired and searched diligently-­
who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you," [the 
house of Israel, under the gospel] "searching what, or toAat 
manner of TIME the Spirit of Christ, (which was in them,) did 
aignify, when it testified beforehand," [by ihe prophets,] " the 
suffering of Christ and the glnry" [ or salvation of the soul by 
the gift of the promised Spirit,] "that should follow-unto them 
it was revealed, that, not unto themsel1Jes," [who were of Israel 
under the law,] �• but unto us," [ who are oflsrael under the goe­
pel,J " they did minister the things, which are now reported 
unto you by them, who have preached the gospel unto you with 
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven." 

Also, in Heb. viii. S-12. x. 16, 17. Speaking of the gift of 
the Spirit to Israel under the gospel, it says, " For finding fault 
with them he saith, behold, the days come saith the Lord, when 
I will make a new CO'llenant with the house of Israel, and with 
the house of Judah: not according to the covenant I made with 
their fathers-for this is the covenant I will make with the houn
of brael after those days," [i. e. after the days of the suffering of 
Christ,] " aaith the Lord; I will put my laws into ·their mind, 
and write them in their hearts : and, I will be to them a Goel, 
and they shall be to me a people-fOI' all shall know me, from 
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the least to the greatest ; for I will be merciful to their unrighte­
ousness, and their sintt and their iniquities I will remember no 
more." 

Thus showing by the few foregoing quotations (from the 
prophets,) of the promises made to Israel, or belieoers under the 
law, and a few quotations from the New Testament of the ful­
filment of those promises to Israel or believers under the gospel ; 
that Israel under the law, and Israel under the gospel, were the 
,ame Israel (or church,) and not different Israels. 

Having thus abundantly proved from the Scriptures, that the 
Israel, or church of God, was the same, both under the law and 
the gospel: And from Acts iii. 22, 23; .Deut. xviii. 15--19; Rom. 
xi. 16-23; and Isa. lxv. 15, that it was not destroyed and a new
one founded; but that THOSE who would not OBEY SHOULD BE DE•
ITROYED from among his people, by being CUT OFF FROM THE GOOD
OLIVE TREE-that they should leave their name for a curse unto
his chosen (i. e. those that were not cut off,) for the Lord would 

datroy them and call his servants by another name. ·
And as all the children of the members of the church under 

the law, were members ofit at the coming of Christ, therefore, un­
til we can find some prophesy that foretells th.at the children of the 
members of the church should be cut off under Christ's reign, NO 

MAN HAS ANY RIGHT To cuT THEM OFF. But it may be asked, where 
is there any prophesy that children should be continued in the 
church under the dispensation gf the Spirit ? The answer is, 
that IF THERE WAS NONE, as they were 'already in the church, no 
man without THE COMMAND OF GOD, UJ<nJ,[d have ANY 
right 'to exclude them. But there is Scripture that foretells that 
they shall enjoy the blessings of the dispensation of the Spirit, 
(i. e.) that they were to inherit the kingdom of God under the 
Teign of the Messiah ; it is foretold by the prophet where he 
says, (speaking of those that were to be called by another name, 
i. e. christians,) "for THEY ARE the seed of the blessed of the
Lord, AND. THEIR OFFSPRING WITH THEM," (not APTER THEM:.)
And Peter, on the day of Pentecost, referring to this promise,
says, "For the PROMISE 1s unto you, AND TO YOUR CHIL­
DREN-and to all that are afar off, even to as many as the

10 
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Lord OUR God shall call." This expression evidently means, 
not only that the promise that they and their children should be 
\,leased TOGETHER; but also, THAT THE CHILDREN of all those that 
should believe, where the gospel should be preached, shuuld n
blused with their belieoing parent,. And thus we find in ALL 
Dl'ST.ANCBS where the head, of familiu were baptized, that their 
household were baptized with them. And how would it other­
wise be possible for God, (as prophesied of,) to become "the 
God of ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH," for the instant that 
one child is excluded {however young,) it ii no longer A FAMILY 
fna a PART OF ONE. 

CHAPTER IV. 
That the kingdom of heaven spoken of, is the churr.h under the 

reign of " Christ at the right hand of God exalted," dispensing 
the Spirit to all who believe, is evident; for St. Paul says, in 
Romans, that "the kingdom of heaven is rightwusnes1, [i. e. 
the love of God shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost, 
which is the fulfilling the whole law, i. e. all righteousness,] 
and peace and joy in the HoLY GHOST, for he that in the8' 
things serveth Christ, is acceptable to God and approved of 
man." Furthermore, Christ said to the Pharisees, {when they 
demanded of him when the kingdom of God should appear,) 
that "it came not with observation, but it was within them," 
i. e. it was not a visible worldly kingdom, but that when
they found it, they would find it in their hearts; and John
to prepare the way of the Lord for his reign in this king•
dom, commanded the people to repent, for it was at hand, and
because he preached it at hand, Christ said he (John) was great•
er than any of the prophets, yet the least in this kingdom was
greater than John; he was not in it, being beheadeibefore the
Spirit was given.

That children WERE OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; i. e. the 
church under the reign of Messiah, is put beyond a duubt, or 
even a ground for cavil, by the King eternal himself; for when 
they brought LITTLE CHILDREN unto him that he might bless 
them, his disciples forbade them, but Christ was soRE DISPL&ASBD, 
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tmd said, suffer LITTLE CHILDREN to come unto me, and jor'Ud 
tkem not, for OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF HEA-. · 
VEN ; and he laid his hand upon tkem and BLESSED THEM. 

· (The blessing of the mighty God, surely is not an empty form,
"for whom the Lord blesses shall be blessed.") Thus fulfilling
the prophesy, that tkey skould be BLESSED WITH their parm:t,.

And so FIT were little children to. be MEMBERS oF IT, that Christ sat
one of them in the midst of his disciples, and said unto them
that unless tkey became corn,erted and BECAME As TH.AT LITTLE
CHILD, they should in nowise enter into the kingdom of hea,,en,

i. e. they should never be born, or baptized with the Spirit.
That all infants are saved in the next world• is evident, from

Rom. v. IS:: it reads, "Therefore, as by the offence of one, rono­
MENT came upon all men to condemnation, EVEN so by the right• 
euusness of one, the free gift came upon ALL MEN unto JUSTIFlCA• 
TI0N of life;" and, as St. Paul says, that " although sin is in 
the world, yet that where no law is, THERE Is No TRANSGRES• 
SJON, because sin is not imputed;" therefore infants being inca­
pable of a knowledge of law, sin is rwt imputed to them·; there 
being no sin imputed unto them, and as the free gift unto jus­
tification of life kas come upon them; all that die in infancy go 
to heaven; and the circumstance that St, John, in Re-v. saw in 

* If it be objected that iC all inllmts who die in infancy lire 11&ved, then it wonld 
be better that nil men should have died in infuncy. We answer no I for as it ia 
aa much better to shine as the stars and light, and the firmament for ever, became 
we have turned fll,(Jny to righteousn,:,ss, so much bette� it is to Jive to do good 
WO'l'ks, and be inst?umental in saving others, and be rewarded according to the 
deeds done in the body, than it is to die in infuncy and be simply 11&ved. (Al­
though tliis privilege, like that of the gospel will be to us, either of life unto lire, 
or of death unto death.) Where would the patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and 
all &hat have been saved by them, have been, if either they or their lathers bed 
died in their infancy 7 

IC sinners will clioost to risk eternal lo88 and pain, Cor the llllke of enjoying the 
pleasures of sin for a season, surely no reasonable man can r,:,ply again,t God, be­
cause he gives many the choice of enjoying "a far mort .um ETERNAL Wl!!IGBT 
OP GLORY," although he gives them this privilege, at the risk of eternal pain, if 
&hey do not improve it; for os man is an active being, and will " scatter Crom 
God, if he does not gather with him," even so they miut either treasure up 
wrath against the day of wrath, or lay up treaaures of eternal joys; Cor God will 
-ard -,., ,,... aocording to &he deeds done in the body. 
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heaven, people of all nations, kingdoms and kindreds of the 
earth, is strong evidence that the infants of all nations are saved;. 
for there are many kindred and tongues that have been cut off, 
who have never heard the gospel. And Christ says also, that 
"if ye were blind, ye had wt had sin; but now ye say that ye 
1ee ye have w doak for yuur sin; therefore yuur sin remaineth," 
i. e. because ye KNOW your duty and do it wt; therefore your
ain i, imputed to you; if ye knew it wt, it WOULD NOT be imputed
to you. And as it has.been shown that they are ALL born jtu­
tyied unto life, therefore all infants in the church ARE, and if
justified, they are fit members of the church.

And the prophesy (which says, alluding to this dispensa• 
tion, "they shall all knoto me, from the least to the greatest,") 
with the foregoing argument strongly intimates to be true, 
if it does not positively pr<YDe, what was held by the whole pri­
mitive church, and by many of the holiest men which the church. 
has ever produced ; i. e. that " infants at their baptism, receive 
the Holy Ghost," or in other words, they are born of the Spirit, 
when they are, by being baptized born of water, (and it hu 
been shown that in adults it was generally given in connexion 
with, or following water baptism.) 

If it is asserted that infants cannot receive the Holy Ghost, and 
therefore that the Scriptures that foretell the gift of the Spirit to 
all, " from the least even unto the greatest," cannot refer to in­
fants. The answer is, that they can, is evident from Luke i. 16, 
41-44, where we find that John was filled with it from his earliest 

infancy, and also the case of the children that cried "hosannah 
to the son of David," &c. in the temple, shows that they must 
have been under its influence and direction, for " No man can 
say that Jesus is the Christ, but by the Holy Ghost;" they there­
fore called him the Christ by the Holy Ghost, and were fulfiling 
the Scriptures that said, "out of the mouth of babes and suck­
lings thou hast perfected praise." 

If God could by his Spirit reveal Christ unto the children in 
tile temple, so that they should say hosannah, because that they 
)mew by it, that Chr�st was the Messiah. And also, if John, 
� � ��l'!'C-!QC �nfiµicyl co�d by the IIQly G,bos\ l�_p for joy u 



113 

the sound of the voice of the mother of Christ ; then surely the 
youngest children in any of the households (which were baptized 

• with water by the apostles,) could rejoice in God when they 
came also to be b11ptized with the Holy Ghost, by being blest 
UJith their parents, (not after.)

How often do we hear children in early infancy, laugh aloud 
for joy, when their parents rejoice ; how much easier is it­
then, for them to rejoice when God by baptizing whole house­
holds with the Spirit, performs the promises which say, "ye are 
the blessed of the Lord, and your offspring WITH you," and that­
" they shall all know me from the least to the gTeatut." The. 
Rev. J. Wesley, (the founder of the Meth.odist connexion,) saye 
that he remembers the time when he lost (by known sin) the 
Holy Ghost which he received by baptism in his infancy ; he 
being then eight or nine years old. 

AB blessings are given beeause of the faith of those that askj 
admitting the above to be correct, I do not know that the Spirit 
would be given in Infant baptism, unless it was ex�cted by 
those who officiated in baptizing, either as ministers, parent&, or 
both. 

Fnrthermore as adults can be baptized BEFORE they.,.. 
6am of the Spirit, they c.an be baptized days, and if day,, 
WBBxs, .months, and EVEN YEARS; (as at John's baptism) and ff 
YEA.RS, then they ARE, by being baptized i,- INFANCY, and u 
they are made members by baptism. 

Therefore, instead of the tautological ceremony of taking 
baptized children into the church, they ought • to be considered 
as memben of it; and, -therefore, to be early taught, not only 
to consider themselves members of the church, and to deny 
all ungodliness, and to do the will of God in every thing, but 
also to reck01& themselves justified from all sin by the blood of. 
Christ. And they ought also to be, taught that God has ·not 
only promised to GIVE THEM · his Spirit, but that he WILL czz.­
T£INLT DO IT. 

And the church, then, instead of performing the ceremony of 
taking baptized children into the church when they come to, 
.-turity,. ahould in cases where thq:/-1. nut· Mil- i>rougM""' 

I� 
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a tAey 1'/wu1d Tia:oe km, (after due attempts at their reform) pro­
ceed to expel them from it, as they would all other unworthy 
members. 

And the church ought to, in case that the parents or guardi­
ans of baptized children should die, (before they were established 
in religion) see that they are put under proper instructors or 
guardians, where they would both be taught to do the commanda 
of God, that he may bring upon them the blessings which he 
has promised, and that they may also be treated as children of 
the kingdom of God, and heirs of glory. That it i, VJi.thin t!N 
power of ALL PARENTS (not A PARENT, for a house divided cannot 
stand,) to bring up their children so that they will certain/,y go to
ktai,en, is evident; for God says of Abraham, that "I mow that 1,,e 
WILL COMMAND HIS CHILDREN, and lwu,ekold after him, MUI 
they SHALL keep the WAY oF THE LoRD, to do JUSTICE A.IQ) 

JUDGMENT, THAT the Lord MAY BRING UPON ABRABU: 
TBAT WHICH HE HATH SPOKEN OF HIM." Gen. xvii. 19. And it 
says in Proverbs, "CHASTEN THY soN while there i, yet lwpe, anti 
kt not thy suul SPARE FOR HIS CRYING." "Withhold NOT coR­
JlBCTION from the CHILD, for, if thuu beatest him toith the rod, l,,e 
1/aall not die: THOU SHALT BEAT him with the ROD, and SHALT 
DELIVER HIS SOUL FROM HELL." "CORRECT tky ,on,. 
tmd he SHALL gioe DELIGHT unto THY SOUL." Prov. xix. 18; xxiii. 
13 14; xxix. 17. And that those that do not bring up their chil­
dren as they should, commit a great sin, is evident from 1 Sam. 
ii. 30, iii. 13. It reads : " Wherefore, the Lord God of Israel
saith, I um INDEED that THY HOUSE and the HOUSE oF THY FA­
THER SHOULD WALK BEFORE ME FOREVER: but now
THE LORD SAITH, BE IT FAR FROM ME; for them that HONoa 

me, I WILL HONOR, and they that DESPISE me, SHALL BE LIGHTLY
ESTEEMED." "For I kar,e told him that I WILL JUDGE HIS H01J8B 

FOREVER, for the INIQUITY which he KNOWETH ; BECAUSE hi, 801:.8 

made tkemselTJes VILE, and he RESTRAINED THEM NOT."
To be sure, a person would, in bringing up a child right, or 

in reclaiming him from bad influence, find the same opposition 
' 

(from those who break God's laws, in not bringing up their 
children in obedience, or are the slaves of their own vile luata,) 
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as the church did of old in keeping any other of the command,, 
of God : yes, they would, if they had the power, os soon· 
destroy his cka·racter, put him in pris01&, or to death. as the trans­
gressors of God's commands did his sernnts of old. But, if 
any man, for fear of the persecution of God's enemies, will let 
his child grow up in disobedience, and an heir of perdition, such 
a parent deserves the damnation of hell as much, yes, more, than 
for almost any other way he could deny Christ, by breaking his 
commandments ! What ! let his child's souL and BODY suFFEB 
THE PAINS oF HELLFIRE, for the fear of the transgressors of God's 
commands! Why, he WOULD DESERVE A DOUBLE 
DAMNATION. If a child was brought up in the HABIT (for 
we are all the creatures of habit)'of obeying his 'J)&rents in aU 
tkings, he would as readily comply with any command of God 
as with those of his parents : and if born of the Spirit, it would 
be his delight ; for the Scriptures command us to " train up a 
child in the way he should go," and God promises that "when 
he is ·old he will not depart from it." 

CHAPTER V. 

The Lord set a good example of govemment, when he brought 
up the children of Israel out of Egypt, (when he took them ht 
the hand, and became a father to them; and a more rebellioua 
and disobedient set never were: thE>y were like a child who haa 
acquiretl disobedient habits and peevish and perverse tempera 
by the want of "diligent" government by his parents, but) the 
apostle says in Hebrews, referring to this circumstance, that 
"EVERY TRANSGRESSION and DISOBEDIENCE RECEIVED A JUST 
BBCO.MPENSE OF REWARD," and the CONSEQUENCE WAS, that when 
they entered the promised land, (hey WERE THOROUGHLY re-­
f01"1Md, and SERVED God ALL the days of tlieir liJ;e,. 

So likewise now, if parents were to RULE their huuses WELJ., 
RAVING their children IN SUBJECTION, "ruling with DILIGENCE," 
there is no doubt, that their children would grow up ornamentl 
and blessings to community. And if they were to live, tilled 
with FAITH and the HoLY GaosT, (like Zechariah, Elizabeth, Jo­
seph, @d Mary,) walking in all the comm(Uldmeots and ordinal►. 
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ces of the Lord blameless, there is no doubt that THEIR children 
would grow up filled with the Holy Ghost from their early in• 
fancy, after having had clean waler sprinkled upon them. 

No child shuu,ld EVER BE ALLOWED to do ANY THING, that he 
has afterwards to be broken of, as God has commanded us to 
put away ALL ang,r, wrath, damor, and strife: now, as we are 
the creatures of habit, (Dr. Combe to the contrary notwithstand• 
ing,) therefore, the first time a child indulges in either of these, 
or any other wrong temper, he should be punished, (according 
to his age,) and WATCHED DILIGENTLY, and just as severe a 
punishment inflicted upon him on his repeating it again in the 
least, as at first, and he will not do it again. The idea of wait­
ing until a child is two or three years old, before we break their 
tempers, (as it is called,) is one of "the tender mercies of tu

fllicked THAT 18 CRUEL." If children were taken in their early 
infancy, and brought up in oorrect habits, they could be brought 
up in as good habits, nd tempers, as we should choose, WITH· 
OUT ANY TROUBLE, and with little or no whipping. The:, 
would (instead of growing up with habits and tempers of vipers 
and serpents, to go forth to bite and sting the pleasures of life) 
grow up like olive plants around our tables-a sight that benign 
DAVEN wuuld look upon 1Dith delight, and satan gnash his teeth 
at. To be sure, they would have to be kept from all children, 
and others who were not brought up as they should be; for tlu, 
COJlPANIONS of transgressors SHALL BE DESTROYED: and 
•·parent t'kat DOES NOT "RULE their house WELL, HAVING their

clu1dren IN sUBIECTI<m," should be avoided, for THEY are a MORAi, 
PBSTILENCE, t'/rrJt DBSTROYETH ffl DA·RKNES9 and WASTBTH at ,won­
"?/• I have seen a child in its infancy, that had become cl'OIIIJ
and peevish, (by neglect;) crying and worrying day and night,
(by the parent's following Mr.Wesley's rule of breaking a child'a
temper as soon a, it shows an'!/, he says, "the sooner the bet·
t.-,") the first time it showed anger, chastened (according to 
ks age) until �t, stopped crying; (we can always ascertain
when a child is chastened enough, for they are almost as happy
ad cheerful, immediately after it,· u a reclaimed backslider-tlO
tflteo,is the Smpture, that "foH1 i,,. bo'IIIMI in the heart �·•
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child, but the rod will drive it out ;") the next day also, before 
the child thought of it, he commenced crying but stopped im­
mediately, and looked to see if his parent saw him. His paren& 
then chastened him as much as at first, and for six months fol­
lowing, that infant was the sweetest tempered and most con• 
tented child I ever saw. In the whole time, it never fretted or 
cried unless it happened to be hurt ; and it would always smile., 
whenever he saw his parent looking at him, and also leave the 
other from choice, to come to the one that had chastened him, 
and there need never have been any more trouble with him. 
His countenance changed from an unmeaning, fretful expres­
sion, to one of intelligence, contentment and happiness; he 
having also been brought into regular habits, (a child should not 
have too much attention shown it, for they cannot always bear 
prosperity, any more than "children of a larger growth,") it 
would always obey a pleasant look, word, or even a motion of 
a finger: [a frown, peevish feeling, or threat, is a$ much out of 
place in a well regulated family, as Satan in Paradise, a bad 
dispositioned man, or perverse women, is in wedlock-the 
entire three being only fit companions for fallen spirits:] and 
any "house" is 11.0t "IN subjection," that needs any thing more to 
insure obedience, than a cheerful request. 

A person that brings up a child as he should, is a national 
benefactor. He confers the greatest benefit possible on the na• 
tion, the world, and the church. The influence of that child 
will go on increasing, becoming broader and broader, higher 
and still higher, until its floods spread from pole to pole, and 
its rainbow-crowned waves break, with increasing strength 
through endless ages, upon the shores of bliss, eternal life, and 
heaven ; whilst a child that grows up in disobedience, (however 
much he may be educated and polished, or whatever amount of 
wealth he may inherit,) is the greatest curse possible to entail 
upon the world; whose bitter and poisonous waters shall spread 
tnce, blight, sorrow, infamy, and death ; dashing wider and 
deeper down the dark abyss of unending wo--whilst eternity 
alone shall be able to show the vast amount'1>f good by him dl!­
llroyed, and wo produced. The first child of a family, left to 
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himself, is a spreading infection to all that are after it : whilst 
the.first, brought up in the way he should go, is as a guardian 
angel from heaven, to watch over, withdraw from vice, and lead 
in the paths of virtue, all of his younger brothtirs and sisters; 
and a parent that suffers a child to indulge in any vicious habit, 
is a monster ! A disobedient child is such a moral pestilence, 
that divine benevolence required (before the gospel) that every 
one in his church should be stoned to death ; and it was, un• 
doubtedly, from the circumstance of their dead bodies being ex• 
posed and tom by fowls of prey, as a warning to unfaithful pa• 
rents, that the proverb arose, "that the eye that scorned to obey 
father or mother, the ravens of the valley shall pluck it out, ancl 
the young eagle shall eat it." And if that law should be enforced 
now, how many of the children of parents, (who are glorying in 
their shame,) that are seeking their proper level in the haunts of 

vice and infamy, would have their tom bodies exposed-a dis• 
gusting prey to the fowls of heaven-as loathsome to the sight, 
as their moral character is to the mind. 

At the coming of Christ, we have found that the church was 
in existence, and that all the members of it that received Christ, 
by believing on him, remained in it; and as their children were 
already members-and as there is 110 proof that their children 
""re ever cut off, but on the contrary, when some of the disci­
ples (like our Baptist brethren, who ask " what good can bap­
tism uo them ?") forbade those who brought little children unto 
Obrist, he being sore displeased, said, " suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such are the kingdom 
of heaven:" (i.e.) infants belong to the kingdom of heaven; 
(therefore, surely all who are.fit members of the kingdom of hea• 
ven, are fit subjects for baptism.) 

It is often asked, "what good can baptism do children, before 
they are old enough to exercise faith ?" The answer is, it will 
do them as much good, at least, as circumcision did the chil­
dren and household of Abraham, when it made them all mem­
bers of the church ; and as every soul that was not circumcised, 
was cut off from the church, so likewise, every infant, as well 
aa every adult that is not baptized, is cut off from it. 
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Baptism, will also do the children of believers as much good 
now, as it did the children of the church when they WERE ALL 
BAPTIZED unto Mose11, with the cloud and with the sea ; Fo:a 
ALL THE BAPTIZED CHILDREN (who had not arrived at the years of 
accountability when they were baptized;) went into, and Possxss­
BD the good land, whilst their bdptized father, were all cut off in 
the wilderness, with the exception of Caleb and Joshua. And 
you will please remember, that "whatever was written afore­
time, was written for our instruaion." 

N. B. The BAPTISM AT THE RED SEA, POSITIVELY 
PROVES INF ANT BAPTISM-for Paul speaking of the Jew­
ish nation, says, "they were all baptized." Whatever ground­
less objections may be brought against there haTJing been infa11U 
baptized in the numerous households mentioned in the New 
Testament, BECAUSE that infants were not SPECIALLY mentioned; 
yet, as INFANTS WERE BAPTIZED when the Jewish nation was-so, 
surely can no nation be baptized without baptizing their infants, 
although they were not specially mentioned, when Christ com-. 
manded to ·• baptize all nations;" (he did not say, all adult be­
lievers.) The prophet, as has been observed, must have surely 
taught infant church membership, when he says, that "God 
lhall be the God of all THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH." 

CHAPTER VI. 

In Rom. iv. 8, 11, 23, ·we find that circumcision" was a SEAL or 
IIIGN of THE FAITH, that was im:f111,ted to .Abraham for righteou,­
tleU ;" and WHICH justifiu ALL, whether under the law or under 
the gospel. And upon Abraham's exercising this faith that jus­
tified him-the sign of his being a believer, (and therefore a 
member of the church of Christ,) was :f111,t both upon hi'OUelf, 
and ON HIS soN ALSO : and not only was the soN of Abraham 
made a member of the church, but also every Jewish child u,a, 
BOaN a member, and were O'llly CUT OFF BY their parents neglect-­
mg to have the males circumcised when they were eight daya 
old ; and every heathen who was converted to Judaism, was cir­
cumscribed with all his males, thus adding his whole family to 
the church. And I see no more reason why the children of be-
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lievers under the gospel, should be excluded from the Lord's 
supper, than they should have been from the passover-(all the 
circumcised children ate of it,) A person could have "eaten 
and drank damnation," by drunkenness and gluttony, at the 
passover, as well as at the Lord's supper; for NO gluttOfl 
ar drunkard shall inherit eternal life. That they ate and 
drank damnation (not discerning the Lord's body) by glut• 
tony and drunkenness, is evident ; for the apostle says, "one wu 
4,runken, and another was hungry." 

And as Abraham and his household, ond all others were ad­
mitted into the church by circumcision, so likewise in the timea 
of the apostles, WHENEVER (for there was Mt a single exception,) 
the head of a family believed in Christ, they with their house• 
hold were ALSO admitted into the church BY BAPTISM : (and u 
"there is neither male nor female in Christ Jesus,") females u 
well as males are admitted by baptism. That baptism has taken 
the place of circumcision, and is the same to the church as cir­
cumcision was, has been already shown in Col. ii, 11, 12. Part 
I. andll.

To baptize the second time, might not in itself be considered
wrong, yet as God HAS PROMISED to put his Spirit within us, 
AFTER that "clean woter is sprinkled upon us," by "our inqui• 
ring of him TO DO IT;" therefore, to administer water baptism 
the second time, is virtually doubting his promise, and charging 
him with falsehood. And, furthermore, every person who has 
repented, (by determining to live to the will of God in all things,) 
ought to expect a:nd believe, (upon his being "sprinkled with 
clean water,") that his sins ARE FORGIVEN, and that Go» 
WILL GIVE HIM THE HoLY GHOST. 

Furthermore, it has been shown that the church is represent• 
ed. in Rom. xi. (not as having been destroyed at the coming o( 
Christ, and another formed in its stead, but,) as "an olive tree," 
a PART OF WHOSE BRANCHES WERE BROKEN OFF, and those Gentile, 
,e,ho believed, as being GRAFFED IN amongst the Jewish branches. 
fDhich HAD NOT BEEN BROKEN OFF, they having received the Mes• 
tiah at his coming, (by the baptism of John,)-and that their 
children were already members-and that instead of their hav-
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were, cut off from the church, under the dispensation of the Spi­
rit, (which is the kingdom of heaven:) That the prophesy not 
only said, that they sh<mld be blessed with their parents, but that 
Christ also blessed them because TREY WERE OF THE KINGDOM oF 
HEAVEN-and that St. Peter also on the day of Pentecost, prov• 
ed from the Scriptures, that the promise was to the parents and 
children of all the Lord God should call. And it was also 
shown, that the children were such fit subjects for the church, 
under the dispensation of the Spirit, (i. e. kingdom of heaven,) 
that all persons had to become like them before they could en• 
ter it. 

And as Christ said, that M man wuld enter the kingdom of 
heaven, unless he was born, (i.e.) BAPTIZED OF WATER and of 
THE HOLY GHOST: therefore as he said, LITTLE CHILDREN WERE 
OF THE XINGDOM OF BEAVEN, they must OF NECESSITY have been 
baptized BOTH with "dean water, AND WITH the Holy GTw.t :" 
than this, nothing can be more conclusive. 

We find that the Pharisees and Sadducees were of the branches 
that were cut off from the church or people of God, for they diso­
beyed, "not being baptized;" thus refusing to receive the king­
dom of heaven, wkick they wuld Mt enter ln,,t by the sprinkling 
of dean water,• and of the Spirit; they furthermore hindered 

•we here aee the truth of the words ofour Saviour, when he 1111}'11, that" fl1ith
thejudgm;:nt yt.ftJdlt, n: SHALL BJ: .roDGJ:D." The" CLOSE" adiJocalu ofi.mmtr­
non hold, that Ult'!J art thll ONLY viai/Jk clwrch of Chrut-that "all other deno­
minationa, [although they may in christians,] are not of it;" but u we have seen 
that 1110 man can tnltr tht kingdom of heaven, (i. e. church of Chrut) unleu he 
11 BOTH bona ofwattr, [by being cleansed, by having cltan water aprinkltd upon 
him,] and of the Holy Ghost, by having it " ahtd upon him by Jesus Christ;" 
and furthermore, aa Christ said, 1111 v Alli Do YE SJ:l\.VJ: IIJ: teaching for doctrinn 
the comtn,flfUbftffU of men," therefore IJD1ERS10111 IS IN VAIN, being ( not a com• 
mand of God,) but a doctrine of ".unkarrud" au.ir, who hu WllfiTJ:D the 
Bcripturu," which aaya, that " God WILL az,rinkk cltan water r,pon thtm, [ i. P, 
hia people,] and they .hall lit ckan ;" from those that aay in the aame place, 
that he "Vlill put hi8 Spirit unthin thtm," (thus fulfilling the new covenant:) 
[and St. Peter aayit, lhat this cleansing, ia not the putting away of the filth of 
the fleah, but the - of a good conacknct towards God, ( i: e.) it aavea them, 
lb, by it tlrq haw the remiaion of their ain1, u proved in Part II.] Tbua they 

11 



those that were entering, -i.e. "Judea and all Jeru�m," who 
were baptized, and by thus obeying, were contin11ed in the church, 
not being cut off' unle11 they afterwards rejected the gospel. For 
the proof that the kingdom of heaven is the PERSONAL REIGN OJ' 
CHRIST ovER HIS CHURCH, see Dan. ii. 44, vii. 13, 14, 18,. 27. 
"And in the days of these kings, shall the GoD oF BEAVEN SET 
UP A KINGDOM, which shall never be dutroyed ; and the kingdom 
shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever." "I saw in the 
night visions, one like the Son of Man come with the clouds of 
heaven, and came to the ANCIENT OF DAYS, and they brought him 
near before him, and there was given him DOMINION and GLORY 
and a XINGDOM, that all people, nations, and languages, should 
serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be de­
stroyed.'' " But the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness 
of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the 
people of the MOST BIGH, WHOSE KINGDOM i, an eoerla,ting 

kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.'' 
Chap. ix. 24, 2.5, 26, " seventy weeks are determined upon 

my people [i. e. the Jews,] and upon the holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make recon­
ciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, 
and to SEAL UP THE VISION AND PROPHESY, and to ANOINT THE 
MOST HOLY. Know ye therefore, and understand, that from 
the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Je­
rusalem unto the MEssIAH, the PRINCE, shall be seven weeks, 
and three score and two weeks; the streets shall be built again, 
and the wall, even in troublous times. 

" And after three-score and two weeks shall MEssIA.H BE cuT 
OFF, BUT not for himself; and the people of the prince shall 
come and destroy the CITY and the SANCTUARY." 

Isa. ix. 6, 7, "For unto us a cmLD i, born, unto us a soN is 
given, and the GOVERNMENT shall be upon his shoulder, ; and his 

have excluded themselves from the kingdom of heaven, by BRliK.lll'G THJI co•• 

M,llm OJ' GOD, which •"!I•, "WJUT God /uujoimd IOldMr, kt NO 1UJ1 PVT 1.11111· 

DEL" 
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NAU ,kall be t:alled WONDERFUL COUNS;ELLOR, THE

MIGHTY GOD, THE EVERLASTING FATHER, THE 

PRINCE OF PEACE, of the INCllEASE of ki, GOVERNMENT AN» 
PE.A.CE, there shall be no end, upon THE THRONE OF DAVID, 
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judg­
ment and with justice, FROM HENCEFORTH, EVEN FOREVER." 

Luke i. 31, 32, 33, " But behold thou shalt" " bring forth a 
soN, and shalt call his name JESUS; he shall be great, and 
shall be called the SON OF THE HIGHEST ; and the LORD 
GOD shall give him THE THRONE OF HIS FATHER DAVID; 
and he shall reign over the huuse of Jar.ob forever; AND OF HIS 
KINGDOM THERE SHALL BE NO END." Acts ii. 31, 
33, " he seeing this before, spalce of resurrection of Christ, 
(that his soul should not be left in hell.) Therefore, BEING BY 
THE RIGHT HAND OF Goo EXALTED, and having received (of the 
Father the promise of) THE HoLY GHOST, he hath shed forth 
this which ye now see and hear." Rom. xiv. 17, 18, "for the 
KINGDOM OF GOD is not meat and drink, but RIGHT• 
EOUSNESS [i. e. love,] and PEACE, and JOY in the HoLY 
GHosT, for he that in these thing, SERVETH CHRIST is acceptable 
to God and approved of men." 

Rev. i. 8, 18. "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the ending, saith the LoRD, which Is, and which WA.s, and whic.\ 
Is TO cou." "I am he that LIVETH and wA.s DEAD; behold I 
am ALIVE FORBVEB. MORE, amen; and I have the keys of death 
and hell." iv. 8, "And they rest not day and night, saying, 
holy, holy, holy LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, which wAs and ts, 
and IS TO COME. 

CHAPTER VII. 

In the fulfilment of the prophesy in Isaiah, that said that God 
should destroy the unbelieving Jews, and call his servants by 
another name, believers were first ralled CHRISTIANS at An­
tioch. The word CHRISTUN is derived from CHRIST, which 
means THE ANOINTED ; therefore, " CHRISTIA.Ms" ARB the 
ANOINTED ONES. 

CHRIST was anointed with the OIL of gladness above his fel-
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lows : for IN Hm tlwlh ALL TRB FtrLNEBs OF THB GODHE'AD

BODILY, by the Spirit being ginn to him without measure. He 
is AKOINTBD a PRIEST 1 (by offering himself once an offering for 
mu, and hath perfected forever them that are sanctifie�,) THE 
KING OF .JQNGS AND LORD OF LORDS and is seated at 
the righthand'�God,onthe THRONE oF,TBE UNIVERSE, TO REIGM 
FOREVER. His � and his hairs white like wool, WHITE As 
BNow, and his �untemmce out-shining the sun in its strength ; 
his eyes like aflame of6re, and a rainbowaboutliis head; hia feet 
like unto fine brQB, as if burned in a furnace ; on his head many 
crowne-hia name is the w ORD OF Gon : on his thigh a name is 
written, Kum OF KINGS AND Loan OF Loans ; and e,;e-ry creature 
WHICH 1s IN BEAVEN, and on the earth and under the earth, and such 
aa are in the ,ea, and all that are in them say : BLESSING, and 
BONO&, and GLORY, and POWER, be unto HIM that sitteth upon 
the THRONE, and unto THE LAMB FOREVER and FOREVER, 

EVERY belie1'er1 by being b�ptized with the Spirit, isjillei, u,it'/i 
the HoL Y GHOST, and anointed to be a KING AND A PRIEST unto God, 
(by offering up of the atoning blood and broken body of Christ, for 

the forgiveness of their sins, and acceptance with God, thus over­
coming their sins by faith in his blood,) t� reign with Christ sitting 

on h• throne, as he has overcome, and sa't down on his Father's 
throne. Thia honor have all his saints, to have the high praises of 
God in their mouths, and a sharp two-edged sword in their hand, 
to execute the vengeance upon the heathen, and punishment upon 
the people, to bind their kings with chains, and their wbles with 
fetters of iron; to execute the judgment written-for they also 
shall judge angels; and their vile bodies shall, in the resur­
rection, be fashioned LIKB UNTO Christ', gloriuus body. THEY 
SHALL BE LIKE HIM, FOR THEY SHALL SEE HllW. AS BE IS. 

THEREFORE, let those who have wt the baptism of the Holy 

G-lon by this "anointing," remember that THEY ARE NONE oF 
ma. AND, SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM oF HEAVEN and its 
righteousness, (and then all other things shall be added also.) 

DEDICATED TO ALL THAT LOVE THE TRUl'H, BY 
THE AUTHOR. 

e« .· 
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