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Lesson Nine

“Admonitions to Special Groups in the Church”

(Reading—Colossians 3:18-4:1)


Most of the teaching of Christ is generalized! That is, it applies to all whatever their condition in life might be. Because Christianity is to be universal, it has to be designed for all men, not just a select group of people. However, there are some situations that need specific instructions because of the nature of the relationship. This is done in the latter part of chapter three of Colossians. These instructions are very basic in order to have an orderly society. They are critical to the home, the church, and to society at large.

I. WIVES ARE TO SUBMIT TO THE HUSBAND’S LEADERSHIP. (3:18)


A. The basic duty of the wife—submission in the home.



1) Wives are admonished to recognize their proper role.



2) Submission is everywhere taught in Scripture for all.




a) “To be a Queen, she cannot be the King too!”




b) Her reign depends upon her supporting the King.




c) This is God’s arrangement—the way God wanted it.



3) Reasons given:




a) Man created first (1 Tim. 2:13).




b) Woman, the first to sin (1 Tim. 2:14).




c) Woman is the glory of man (1 Cor. 11:7).




d) Woman was of the man first (1 Cor. 11:8)




e) Woman created for man, not vice versa (1 Cor. 11:9).



4) This is not a superiority-inferiority issue, but a role issue.



5) There has to be a head in every family for it to function properly.




a) God designed the man for that role.




b) Man is to be looked to as the leader in the home.


B. Exceptions to the rule:



1) The husband has no right to ask her to do wrong, be dishonest, commit sin 

    against man or God.



2) He has no right to ask her to go places or do things against her conscience.



3) He has no right to forbid her to obey God’s commands, nor forbid her to 

    become a Christian or live the Christian life.



4) She is bound to obey God—especially when her husband steps out of his 

    bounds of leadership.



a) God has not given him the right to go against His Word.




b) He invades the place and authority of God when he does so.


C. Caution to be noted:



1) The wife needs to be sure:




a) That her decision is based on a “thus says the Lord,” not her whims, 

    fancies, or caprice.




b) By re-examining the matter very carefully & prayerfully—to be sure 
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    she cannot in good conscience comply with his wishes.



2) If she is right, then:




a) Try to win him to her views with love, kindness, and respect.




b) But, if she cannot—then, differ with him in mildness & gentleness.




c) Try to be a better wife to him and show she respects God’s arrangement 

    of his leadership.

II. HUSBANDS ARE TO LOVE THEIR WIVES. (3:19)


A. This is the same love that Christ had for the church.



1) It is an unselfish love—a sacrificing love.



2) It is a concerned love.



3) It involves:




a) Delighting in her—be pleased to dwell with her.




b) Cherishing her—protecting her—be willing to give self for her.




c) Seek her spiritual well-being.


B. Special warning—watch out for bitter resentment.



1) Don’t become exasperated to the point of making hasty & severe decisions.



2) Don’t be harsh with her—she is not designed for harshness.


C. His love to be shown by his proper leadership.



1) He should be reasonable, proper & just in his leadership.



2) He has no right to require anything wrong or contrary to God’s will.



3) His decisions are for the good of all—not selfishly for self.


D. The ideal relationship:



1) Not one of autocratic commands.



2) Not one of submitting with resentment.



3) But where the husband’s wishes are Law to the wife.



4) And where the wife’s desires are the rule which he approves.

III. CHILDREN ARE TO OBEY THEIR PARENTS. (3:20)


A. This is the first duty of children.



1) To willingly submit to the care and government of parents.



2) Children are not old enough, nor wise enough, to make their own decisions.



3) God has implanted in the heart of parents:




a) A love for their children and their welfare;




b) This love will control the rule of parents for the good of the child.



4) Good order in the family & community demands this obedience.


B. Obedience involves:



1) Respect for parents



2) Open to be taught & trained by parents.



3) Willing to submit to their rebuke & discipline.



4) The principle of obeying Law prepares them for obedience to God.



5) Most crimes of the state comes from disobedient children.



6) This respectfulness & obedience needs to start early.




a) To become a habitual way of life as they grow up.




b) To form correct character in the child early.
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C. Such action & attitudes are well-pleasing to the Lord.


1) Because God knows the outcome of such.



2) It will be a blessing to all concerned.

IV. FATHERS, PROVOKE NOT YOUR CHILDREN. (3:21)


A. Do not provoke:



1) Vex, fret & harass, continually irritate your children.



2) Don’t over-correct them, exasperate them.



3) Don’t be continually finding fault with their actions.




a) Children should not be flattered, but encouraged.




b) Not praised so much that they become vain & self-centered.




c) Yet, commended when they do well.


B. Reason….lest they be discouraged.



1) They will become sullen, morose, indifferent to motives presented to them.



2) They will become indifferent in their actions because all of their actions 

    receive the same reception.



3) The child gives up any hope of pleasing the parent.



4) A parent who:




a) Always finds fault;




b) Always scolds, frets, & complains;




c) Is never satisfied with what the child does;




d) WILL destroy all desire to please and he will become an enemy.


C. A child needs help to learn loving and willing obedience to please parents.

V. SERVANTS, OBEY YOUR MASTERS. (3:22-25)


A. Obey, submit to your Masters in all areas.



1) Full obedience.



2) Christianity did not foster or advocate slavery….but….



3) Neither did it advocate a violent overthrow of it either.



4) Best approach….be good servants.




a) Not just when someone is looking.




b) Not just to court human favor.




c) But serve with a single heart—out of fear & respect to God.




d) Do your work heartedly—as though you are serving the Lord.


B. In contrast:



1) If you will not be good servants:




a) You can expect due punishment—even if you are a Christian.




b) Being a Christian will not keep you from receiving due reward of your 

    actions.



2) But, if you do right:




a) Whether your Master rewards you or not—God will!




b) You have an inheritance waiting for you at the end of this life.

VI. MASTERS, BE JUST WITH YOUR SERVANTS. (4:1)


A. Some Christians were Masters.
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1) The Letter to Philemon shows this.



2) It was these Christian Masters that could help change the deplorable conditions 

    of slavery.


B. They were called upon to treat servants with:



1) Justness—fair dealing—as they would want to be treated.



2) Equal—equity, equality, equitable.



3) A servant could not go to Law Courts to get just due.




a) They had to depend upon the kindness & justness of their Masters.




b) The Christian attitude & actions of a servant can make a difference.


C. Masters:



1) Should give due consideration to those he has working for him.



2) He should show responsibility for the position he holds over others.




a) He is dealing with human beings, not machines.




b) He should treat them wisely & justly.



3) Greedy Masters will grasp for gain at the cost of a servant.




a) He will enrich himself off their labors.




b) But in the long run, he will be destroyed.




c) A man in want & fear cannot do the job he otherwise would do.



4) Also, remember:




a) You, also, have a Master whom you serve.



b) Remember His love, justness, and fairness.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS


The home relationships are vitally important to all of our happiness. The well-being of society depends greatly upon the home functioning as God designed it. Submission is a key concept in the relationships in the home, as well as in the church and society. Rebellion will be punished (Gal. 6:7-8).

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

True or False

____1. The woman was created for the man, but not to be trampled upon.

____2. The husband has no right to ask his wife to do wrong or be dishonest.

____3. Love for the wife is to be like Christ’s love for the church.
____4. Obedience on the part of children is to be “in the Lord.”

____5. Problems in the home come from a lack of respect for God’s authority.

____6. Fathers must be very careful how they discipline their children.

____7. Christianity advocates slavery.

____8. Slaves are encouraged to be obedient to their Masters.

____9. Masters are to be considerate of their slaves.

____10. Submission is a key concept in all relationships in life.

