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Lesson Eight

“Admonitions to Christians”

(Reading—Colossians 3:1-17)


Inspiration, thus far, has stressed the Greatness of Christ, the All-sufficiency of Christ, and the Completeness of Christ. Such is shown in five areas:


1. All things consist and exist because of Him—He created all;


2. In Him, the great wisdom of God is manifested;


3. All knowledge find their truth in Christ;


4. Christ is the fullness of the Godhead—bodily;


5. And reconciliation and redemption was fully accomplished through the death of Christ.

Therefore, the Philosophy and Wisdom of men have nothing to offer in answer to the origin of things. Christ has revealed all things, so there is no need of further revelation. There is no need to use Angels as intermediaries to approach God for Christ is approachable. And, there is no other way of escaping the bondage of Law, but through Christ. He now turns to practical application of these great truths in the lives of Christians.

I. THE CHRISTIAN NEEDS TO SET HIS AFFECTIONS ON THINGS ABOVE. (3:1-4)


A. They had been raised up with Christ.



1) They have died to sin, been buried with Christ in baptism, and raised up a 

    cleansed person.



2) Therefore, they should be seeking heavenly things.




a) This is where Christ is….at the right hand of God.




b) He has been exalted and has all authority (Matt. 28:18).


B. Your affections ought to be there.



1) Your first emphasis, your first place in your heart—should be heaven.



2) Things on earth are not wrong in themselves, but….



3) When they take first place, they overshadow eternal things.


C. Reason for doing so:



1) You died to such things.



2) You are bound to a new family relationship that is spiritually oriented.


D. When Christ returns:



1) We will receive our longed for reward.



2) He is the giver of our life.



3) We will be with Him and glorified with Him.

II. THE CHRISTIAN MUST PUT OFF THE DEEDS OF THE OLD MAN. (3:5-9)


A. They must be mortified.



1) Sentenced to death!



2) Deprived of their power.



3) Their strength destroyed in your life.


B. Basic terms that describe the deeds of the Old Man.



1) Fornication
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a) Illicit sexual intercourse in general (outside of marriage).




b) One side of Gnostic doctrine failed to check this sensual indulgence.




c) The doctrine of Christ can check it.



2) Uncleanness



a) Impurity or lustful, profligate living.




b) Any practice that defiles the body—even dirty-mindedness.



3) Inordinate affections




a) Depraved passion.




b) Longing for wrongful fulfillment of lust.




c) Uncontrolled passion



4) Evil concupiscence



a) Evil, wicked cravings.




b) Unholy desires, evil desires.



5) Covetousness




a) Greedy desire to have more.




b) Lust for other people’s goods.




c) Putting an emphasis upon securing things.




d) Which is idolatry—worship of a false god—mammon.


C. These acts must be stopped because:



1) God’s wrath is poured out on such….here & hereafter.



2) Such people are disobedient to their creator…knowing better.



3) You may have walked this way before, but no longer!


D. Must also put off:



1) Anger



a) An abiding, settled, habitual anger.




b) Usually carries with it the idea of revenge.



2) Wrath



a) Boiling agitation of feelings.




b) Sudden violent anger, passionate outbreaks, rage.



3) Malice




a) Ill-will, desire to injure, wickedness.




b) Harbor wrong feelings toward others.



4) Blasphemy



a) Slander, detraction, evil speaking.




b) Speech that is injurious to another’s good name.



5) Filthy Communication




a) Foul speaking, low & obscene speech.




b) Filthy talk from your lips.




c) Foul-mouthed utterance.



6) Lying



a) Must stop lying to one another—misleading people.




b) You have died to that old way of living….made a decision!

III. THE CHRISTIAN HAS PUT ON THE NEW MAN. (3:10-11)


A. Outcome of putting on the New Man.
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1) Constantly being updated in the true knowledge from God.



2) Leads to a perfect knowledge of all things.



3) You are becoming more and more like God.


B. Special Relationship Involved:



1) You no longer have arbitrary distinctions in society to separate you.



2) Every one in Christ is a brother or sister.



3) We are all one body—members of one another—united in Him.



4) Christ has destroyed all distinctions of His people:




a) No religious superiority;




b) No intellectual superiority;




c) No social superiority.



5) All become one great family in Christ!

IV. ATTITUDES & ACTIONS OF THE NEW MAN CHARACTERIZED. (3:12-17)


A. How God characterizes His people:



1) His Elect




a) His chosen people.




b) The ones He has picked out for Himself from the world.




c) The ones He wanted! 

d) Like an orphan—“Do you really want me?”



2) His Holy Ones




a) Cleansed, set apart ones.




b) Ones He has called to live holy, clean, upright lives.



3) His Beloved



a) Those God loved enough to die for!


B. The New Man identified:



1) Bowels of mercy




a) Heart full of mercy, affection for others.




b) Pity, heart of compassion.



2) Kindness




a) Gentile, gracious disposition towards others.



3) Humbleness of Mind



a) Devoid of pride, haughtiness.




b) Modesty, proper evaluation of one’s self in the sight of God.




c) Recognition that we are all made in God’s image, but have all sinned.



4) Meekness




a) A temper of spirit that accepts God’s dealings with us as good without 

    disputing or resisting.




b) One who does not fight against God.



c) Also, taking the insults & injuries of evil men—so God can chasten & 

    purify His people.



5) Longsuffering



a) Patiently puts up with injuries & insults.




b) Does not allow himself to be easily provoked or blaze up in anger.




c) Patient under ill-treatment of others.
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6) Forbearing one another




a) To bear with, endure—willingness to help another.




b) Be understanding with people.



7) Forgiving



a) To show one’s self gracious, kind, benevolent.




b) Even if you have a legitimate complaint against them—show a kind, 

    benevolent spirit.




c) Even as Christ forgave us—in the same manner.



8) Love (charity)



a) Last, best, greatest, ultimate attitude of the New Man.




b) Love ties it all together—makes them useable.




c) Without love, all the other cannot accomplish their purpose.



9) Let God’s peace rule in your hearts




a) Tranquility of heart.




b) This is what Christ left with His disciples (Jn. 14:27).




c) Let this peace cause you to act as God wants.




d) Let it serve as your umpire—to keep you straight.




e) Don’t let anything take away this peace.




f) You have been called into one body to this end.




g) Be thankful for what he has done for you.




h) Keep this peace within and among yourselves.



10) Let Christ’s Word dwell in you richly.




a) Entire body of truth given by Christ.




b) Let it come into your heart & life as a permanent home.




c) Richly, abundantly, plentifully.




d) This is God’s means of talking to us—guiding us—enriching our lives.




e) In all wisdom—learning how to apply it in our lives.




f) Teaching & admonishing one another.

· Teach, encourage as you learn.
· This can be done by singing:

1. Psalms—In Old Testament—Appropriate ones.

2. Hymns—written for Christians (Inspiration in early church)

3. Spiritual songs—not secular songs.

· Sing with gratitude in your heart in praise to the Lord.

11) Do all in the name of the Lord Jesus


a) Make all actions conform to His teachings.


b) Show respect for His authority over us.


c) Always being thankful for what He has done for us.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS


It is this kind of life that will bring glory to God & His Son, be a proper response to the love of God shown to us, and….bring the greatest happiness, peace, contentment, and good 
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influence to man and among men! It is worth the effort to put off the old man and put on the new man in Christ.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

True or False

____1. The completeness in Christ leaves no room for the things men have to offer.

____2. Our affections cannot be set on things of this life.

____3. To mortify the deeds of the Old Man is to put them to death.

____4. Evil concupiscence is unholy desires of the flesh.

____5. Malice is to harbor wrong feelings toward another.

____6. God selected certain people in the church to be the elect.

____7. Bowels of mercy has reference to a heart that is compassionate.

____8. To forbear is to put up with something or someone that aggravates us.
____9. God’s peace can only come to the thankful obedient child.

____10. To do all in the name of Jesus is to show respect for His authority.
