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Lesson Seven

“Religious Errors to Avoid”

(Reading—Colossians 2:16-23)


Paul has laid a foundation up to this point to be able to properly deal with errors that the Colossians were to be watchful over and avoid. In Christ, there is fullness, completeness—we do not need anyone or anything else. The “Law System” has been replaced with a “Grace System.” Man could not be saved by Law-Keeping. He broke the Law and came under its curse. In that sense, the Law was against us and contrary to us—even though it was giving us guidance to perfection. Since no man, except Christ, has been able to live the Law perfectly—our only hope for salvation is the Grace of God through Christ’s death on the Cross. Understanding this concept is vital to our being made right with God. Religious error would teach in such a way to invalidate this great truth!

I. OBSERVANCES OF OLD TESTAMENT ORDINANCES ARE NOW INVALID. (2:16-

    17)


A. Jewish efforts to carry over these observances.


1) Not only carried them over, but tried to bind them on Gentiles in order to be 

    saved.



2) They were still holding on to the Old Testament ordinances themselves.



3) They were condemning those who would not observe them.


B. Paul’s strong statement: (Let no man judge you):



1) No man has a right to impose on you what Christ has set us free from.



2) They have no right to pass sentence upon you and condemn you.


C. Area of Judging:



1) Meats (food) & drinks.




a) Special regulations under the Old Covenant.




b) 1 Timothy 4:1-5




c) These regulations are no longer binding on us.



2) Holy days, New Moons, Sabbaths.



a) Feasts Days, Festivals of the Jewish people.




b) Sabbath day regulations and special Sabbaths, as well.




c) None of these are binding on us today.


D. Contrast between the Shadow and the Real.



1) These things were only shadows of the real to come.



2) They were only the prelude to the real that has come.



3) In Christ is found the real substance.



4) Christ is the real body that the shadows were fore-shadowing.



5) Thus, the shadowy is no longer of value, nor binding.

II. WORSHIP OF ANGELIC BEINGS IS UNWARRANTED. (2:18-19)


A. These false-teachers were advocating:



1) Voluntary humility:

The Study of Colossians & Philemon Letters






 Page 24




a) A spirit of lowliness, humbleness of mind.




b) These false teachers would not announce their opinions with dogmatic 

    certainty.




c) They would rather put on an appearance of great modesty.




d) Thus, they became the more dangerous to mislead Christians.



2) Worshipping of Angels:




a) These false-teachers taught:

· Sinful man is unworthy to approach God, Himself.

· We must approach Him through an intermediate being such as an Angel.

· Today, it is advocated we need to go through “the special saints” or “Mary, the mother of Jesus.”

· Angels are inferior to God, but greater than man.

b) From a rational standpoint, it sounded plausible.

c) These teachers sounded pious and humble.

d) But in reality, their pride was showing!


B. Paul’s warning:



1) “Let no man beguile you of your reward.”




a) The dangers of these things can cause you to lose your soul.




b) Don’t listen to these false teachers—listen to Christ!



2) He identifies the true spirit of thee false teachers:



a) “They intrude into those things they have not seen.”

· They had no business in this area.

· They had no way of knowing these things—not revealed to them.

· Yet, they dared to speak about these things.

· Claiming a higher intelligence in understanding the deep things.

b) “They are vainly puffed up by their fleshly mind.”

· Such are carnal, fleshly, earthly—and so is their reasoning.

· It is not “revelation from God!”

· Their so-called humility was a FARCE!

· Their mind was full of vain deceit, self-confidence, and carnal wisdom.

· They were rejecting the Revelation of Christ for their own ideas.

3) Such people reject Christ as the Head.


a) By not holding fast to the teachings of “the head.”


b) He is Lord, King, Master, Law-giver, etc.—not man!


c) Angels cannot substitute for Christ—they are inferior.


d) Neither can any other being—“saints,” mother of Jesus, etc.


e) Christ is our means of access to the Father—no one else!


f) False practices undermine Christ and cut man off from Him.


g) Complete unity & harmony is maintained with our connection with the 

    head.


h) Being cut off from Christ leads to death!
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III. SPECIAL LAWS OF MAN HAVE NO VALIDITY. (2:20-23)


A. If you died with Christ, why turn from Him to the worldly and vain wisdom?



1) When you died with Christ, you separated yourself from the world.



2) By now, you are in danger of going back to worldly wisdom.



3) You let worldly people sit in judgment over you.



4) You let them dictate laws of observances to you….WHY?



5) you are letting them bind their doctrines & commandments as though they 

    were from God…BUT THEY ARE NOT!


B. These ordinances are the doctrines and commandments of men!



1) “Touch not, taste not, handle not.”




a) Laws that men devise in regards to food & drink.




b) To go against these laws means you are contaminated as a person.




c) Usually, such laws are handed down by traditions of the past.



2) Even the Laws given by God to the Jewish people had a limited purpose.




a) They had a value in keeping the Jews as a separated people.




b) But, they had no permanent value for all people.




c) Such Laws are temporal, passing.




d) Jesus stated: “Not what goes into the mouth that defiles, but what 

    comes out from the heart.”


C. Such rules & regulations boost the PRIDE of men!


1) At first, they may appear to show wisdom.




a) Such abstinences may appear pious, humble, lowly.




b) Neglecting of the body appears to men to be a tremendous sacrifice & 

    shows great self-control.




c) Such may appear to men as indicating superior wisdom & piety.




d) Such may seem to show great regard for the things of God.




e) They may seem to indicate extra-ordinary service to God.




f) It is like saying….we obey all God requires and then some!



2) But, in reality:




a) We need to remember something:

· This is man’s system that he has devised, not God.

· He has rejected what God has given & substituted His own ideas instead.

· It shows his lack of love for God and his exalting of himself.

b) Observing all these laws may appear to be a great sacrifice:

· And that is what he wants people to see—he wants the praise of men.

· He does it to be seen of men.

c) These observances:

· Have no real value to remedy the indulgences of the flesh.

· It is the fleshly, carnal mind that is being satisfied.

The Study of Colossians & Philemon Letters






 Page 26

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS


Men are no different today! In the name of piousness and humility, they have invented fasts, festivals, holy days to be observed—binding them on people! They bind “penances,” pain-ful vigils, pilgrimages, self-inflicted tortures on themselves in the name of religion. They bind works of merit, “merit of the saints,” prayers to the “saints” upon people in the name of religion. Men belittle, laugh at, and reject the teachings of Christ and substitute their own systems, philosophies, commands, and doctrines upon people as though they were God! All of such things appeal to their pride and ego and present a pious look to the world about them. But they are all vain in their efforts. They turn their souls over to the worldly, carnally-minded people to save them and reject the Christ—their only Savior! God knows what is best for His people. We are safe when we stay with such. Let’s observe no more days or ordinances than what He has given us. Let’s not be rebellious, prideful, but submissive to our Lord and Master.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

True or False

____1. A “Law System” for justification can only bring condemnation.

____2. The special regulations under the Law of Moses are no longer binding on us today.

____3. Things in the Law of Moses were a “shadow” of the real to come.

____4. These false teachers were not teaching that we should worship Angels.

____5. Paul states that these false teachers were vainly puffed by their fleshly mind.

____6. Special Laws of man are helpful in showing our humility before God.

____7. “Touch not,” “Taste not,” and “Handle not,” were special regulations designed for 

the well-being of man.

____8. Special rules that men devise tend to boost man’s pride, rather than humility.

____9. Teaching special regulations that men devise shows a lack of love for God.

____10. Observing special days to be right with God comes from man’s pride.
