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Lesson Six

“Completeness in Christ”

(Reading—Colossians 2:10-15)


In Colossians 2:8, Paul makes his pronouncement against false doctrines! No matter how plausible they sound; how lofty in intellectual pretensions they are; how skillfully they are interwoven with past religious beliefs; or how popular they may be with people…..if they set aside Christ or dethrone Christ, they will bring on man’s condemnation instead of his salvation. In verse 9, he states emphatically that fullness or completeness is found only in Christ! The reason—in Him alone is the fullness of Deity Himself. The next few verses are elaborating on what this expression means to us.
I. MAN’S NEED OF THIS COMPLETENESS. (Colossians 2:10)


A. Man needs to turn to Christ for that fullness or completeness.



1) A “complete Christ” makes us to be “complete.”



2) The whole fullness of God is engaged in our behalf—so who else do we need 

     or where else should we turn?



3) Christ supplies us with all that is required for our present and eternal welfare.


B. Christ’s greatness!



1) He is the head of all principalities and powers.



2) He is the very source of their existence.



3) Then, why turn to them when we have the greatest power of all in Christ?




a) We have access to all God offers to us through Christ.




b) No one or no thing can offer what He offers us and deliver it!



4) This completeness or fullness is “in Christ,” not another!

II. THROUGH CHRIST, WE HAVE RECEIVED A SPIRITUAL CIRCUMCISION 

     (Colossians 2:11)


A. We don’t need a fleshly, physical circumcision like the Jews.



1) Circumcision of the Jewish male was an identification with God’s Covenant.



2) Those not circumcised lost benefits of the Covenant.



3) It separated Jew from Gentile.



4) Some Jewish Christians were trying to bind such on Gentiles in order to be 

    acceptable with God.



5) The letters to the Galatians & Romans were both written to combat this error.


B. Followers of Christ have already received their special circumcision.



1) It is a greater circumcision—the true one—the spiritual one.



2) It was made without hands, but by Christ Himself.



3) Physical circumcision was only a shadow of the true circumcision to come.




a) The true made them complete.




b) They did not need physical circumcision.


C. What was that circumcision?



1) That which puts off the sins of the flesh.
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2) Christ’s circumcision frees man from his sins.



3) “Only God can forgive sins!” (Mark 2:7)



4) Christ has that power to forgive sins—or to put them away forever!



5) No man has that power—not any principalities or powers on earth or in heaven.



6) Only God—Deity—Jesus can forgive!

III. WE WERE FORGIVEN BY CHRIST WHEN OUR FAITH IN HIM LED US TO BE   

       BAPTIZED INTO HIM. (2:12)


A. This spiritual circumcision came when we were buried with Christ in baptism.



1) Our part in forgiveness:




a) Faith or trust in the promises of God that acts in obedience.




b) The act of faith that is needed—baptism—immersion in water!



2) In baptism:




a) Our sins are removed by God (cut off)!




b) It is a burial of the Old Man of Sin.




c) Then, a resurrection of a new man unto God (Romans 6:1-5, 16-18).



3) Baptism is the “grave” for the Old Man and a “birth” for the New Man!

B. The same power that raised Christ up—saves us!



1) Jesus’ resurrection from the dead was by God’s power.



2) It brought great hope for all mankind.



3) We can also be raised up from a spiritual death and live again in Christ.

IV. IN CHRIST, WE CAN BE MADE ALIVE AGAIN. (2:13)


A. Outside of Christ, there is death.



1) Man is separated from God by his sins (Isaiah 59:1-2).



2) He is spiritually dead (Ephesians 2:1, 5).



3) Spiritual death is the consequence of sin or transgressions.


B. But this death is brought on by following the flesh.



1) The flesh is contrary to the Law of God.



2) In their spiritually uncircumcised condition, they were dead.



3) Man will continue in his sins of the flesh & will also continue in death.


C. But we have been made alive in Christ.



1) Just as God gave life to Christ’s body in raising Him from the dead.



2) So, He gives life to us by removing our sins.



3) By forgiving our transgressions.



4) When? When our faith acts in repentance, confession, and baptism.

V. THIS FORGIVENESS WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY DOING AWAY WITH THE LAW 

     SYSTEM. (2:14)


A. “Handwriting of ordinances”



1) Refers to the Law in general—all Law—including the Law of Moses.



2) The Law itself is good, just, holy, perfect (Romans 712).



3) But there is a grave weakness in the Law!



4) Man cannot live up to it!!!


B. How the Law is characterized!
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1) It is against us!




a) It accuses us—it is a witness against us.



b) It brings guilt, shame, a curse, and the wrath of God.



2) It is contrary to us!




a) It doesn’t fit with us.




b) It doesn’t do what man needs done for him.




c) Our inability to fulfill the Law or satisfy its demands exposes us to its 

    penalty—death!


C. What God had to do with the Law in order to forgive us.



1) He had to blot it out.




a) The accusation against man was written down—such had to be erased!




b) It had to be taken out of the way.




c) Jesus took away the Law’s condemning power over man.




d) Christ is God’s means of releasing us from the curse of the Law.



2) He had to nail it to His cross.



a) The Law was not removed arbitrarily.




b) But in the substitutional death of Jesus on the cross, the Law could be 

    set aside.




c) Its condemning power was broken over man.




d) The debt was cancelled against us.




e) Christ nailed it to the cross forever saying “There is no longer 

    condemnation to those who are in Christ.”

VI. IN CHRIST, THE POWERS OF PRINCIPALITIES HAS BEEN BROKEN. (2:15)


A. In Jesus’ death, He disarmed principalities and powers.



1) Sin was the basis of their dominion over man.



2) Sin was the secret of their strength over man.



3) Jesus’ death undermined their strength & power over man.


B. The cross was a sense of triumph over Satan’s kingdom.



1) It shows their subjection under Christ—that He is greater than they all.



2) Angels are pictured as being made subject to Christ (Hebrews 1:1-14).



3) They are not man’s mediator or savior, but are servants under Christ.



4) Our completeness is not in principalities or powers, but in Christ!


CONCLUDING THOUGHTS


Fullness or completeness is found only “in Christ!” No other can do what He has done for mankind. There is no point nor purpose to turn to another. The redemption of fallen man has been made possible through Christ’s death on the cross. We appropriate the benefits of His death by faith in Him. But it is an active faith—expressed in being buried with Christ in baptism. Then, we are raised up to walk in “new ness of life.” All past sins have been forgiven. Those who reject Christ are still under a “Law System” to be righteous—which can only bring death!
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
True or false
____1. Plausibility of a thought does not necessarily assure it is true.

____2. Fullness or Completeness is only found in God, the Father.

____3. The Devil is the head over all principalities and powers.

____4. Christ performs a spiritual circumcision upon those who believe and obey Him.

____5. Baptism has to be an act of faith, not an act of merit.

____6. Man’s sins are removed when he is baptized into Christ.

____7. Man can only be made alive in Christ.

____8. Only God can forgive sins.

____9. The Law has been put aside since it has no means of saving man.

____10. The powers of principalities has been broken in Christ’s death & resurrection.
