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Lesson Five

“A Basic Warning Against

False Teachers”

(Reading—Colossians 2:4-9)


It is truly a joy to see people become Christians and remain faithful to the Lord. But, it is saddening to see people either reject Christ or after receiving Him to fall away. Unfortunately, both are the experiences of life. Paul was discussing these things in his letter to the Colossae because he was made aware of some dangers, not only from a preacher that had worked among them, but also from the Holy Spirit. Paul knew that the Gospel he preached was from God and that it was a powerful Gospel—able to save man’s soul. But he also knew it had been entrusted into the hands of mortal man. He knew that mortal man can receive it or reject it; change it, pervert it, and misuse it; etc. So, he is writing to express his gratitude for their reception of the gospel; but, as well to warn them of the dangers of false teachers who pervert this Gospel.

I. PAUL EXPRESSES HIS CONCERN FOR THEM. (2:4)

A. The danger of their being deceived was real.



1) “Beguile you.”



2) Be mislead…deluded….led astray…fool you.



3) So, don’t be Naïve or Gullible—but alert & watchful.


B. How could they be deceived?



1) “With enticing words”




a) Persuasive speech




b) Plausible speculations or arguments




c) Smooth talk.



2) False Teachers would:




a) Use “reason” to lead men into error.




b) “Reason” would become the standard , not Christ’s Revelation to man.




c) They would be fluent in their ideas & reasons.




d) They had a storehouse full of sophisticated arguments.




e) They were false…but made to appear desirable.




f) Romans 16:18

II. PAUL’S PRAISE OF THEM. (2:5)


A. “Absent in the flesh”



1) Paul was far away from them in person—in prison at Rome.





2) Yet, he would like to be there with them—expresses concern.


B. “Yet am I with you in spirit”



1) He identifies with them in the spirit realm.



2) Reason he would like to be with them:




a) Not only to praise them in person;




b) But, to warn them in person.


C. “Rejoicing as I see your order & steadfastness of faith in Christ.”
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1) What a delight to know of their faithfulness to God.



2) He saw through the eyes of Epaphras and/or the Holy Spirit.



3) He saw the signs of soundness in the faith.



4) “Your order”




a) Harmony, unity, and togetherness.




b) Like a marching army—all in step at the command of their leader.




c) They presented a solid front in the faith in Christ.



4) “Steadfastness”




a) Steadiness in the faith.




b) They had not been moved away from the Faith in Christ.

III. PAUL’S CHALLENGE TO THEM. (2:6-7)


A. “Walk in Christ as you were first taught & received.”



1) “Walk”




a) Continued action—going in a direction.




b) It is a voluntary walk—a personal decision & activity.



2) “In Christ”




a) The realm of their walk—in Christ.




b) In His teachings—in his steps.




c) Not walk outside of Christ, but in Christ.



3) “As you received Him”




a) Continue to walk in the One you first received.




b) You trusted Him to save you—now trust Him to guide your life daily.


B. “Rooted and built up in Him”



1) Jesus is the ground into which we sink our roots deep.



2) He is the foundation upon which we build a life unto God.



3) An Illustration:




a) A tree can only reach lofty heights by putting roots deep.




b) Height of the tree depends upon how deep it can go to sustain itself.




c) But in particular—deep roots sustain the tree in time of storm.


4) The Christian’s growth is both downward & upward.




a) It is pitiful to see a godless man trying to be steadfast in afflictions.




b) But even more so—to see a Christian struggling as a spiritual dwarf.



5) We are rooted and tied to Christ the Rock.



6) We are built up and strengthen as we remain in Christ.


C. “Established in the faith, as you have been taught.”



1) Established—to make firm and settled!



2) Not easily moved because roots are deep & sustaining—cannot pull p.



3) Firmly rooted & settled in the Faith in Christ.


D. “Abounding therein with thanksgiving.”



1) Not satisfied with little growth, but desiring abundant growth.



2) Keep on growing in the Lord.



3) Be strong & vigorous in God’s Truth.



4) Overflowing with faith.



5) But at the same time—gratitude goes to God for all of these blessings.
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IV. PAUL’S WARNING TO THEM. (2:8)


A. “Beware less you are spoiled”



1) Paul’s admonitions:




a) Hold on desperately to that which you have been taught about Christ.




b) Recognize Jesus’ Lordship and walk in Him.




c) Be rooted firmly and anchored in Him—constantly growing stronger.




d) Be established in the faith you have been taught.




e) Abound in it with gratitude—because you know the Truth.



2) Some false teachers will try to spoil them— to take away these blessed things.




a) To spoil you….to enslave to their false teachings.




b) To lead you off as spoils of war—as prisoners to their teachings.




c) Your minds can be captured by their false ideas.


B. “Through philosophy and vain deceit”



1) Philosophy:




a) Man’s search after speculative truth, rather than a revealed system of 

    truth.




b) It is what man thinks he discovers on his own.



c) Satisfying the intellectual pride of men.



2) It becomes a choice between the wisdom of men versus the wisdom of God.




a) Man’s wisdom is vain, empty, hollow, misleading & disappointing.




b) It is idle fancies, make-believe, high-sounding non-sense.




c) It is hollow & delusive speculations of men.



3) Such will undermine man’s faith in the Word of God.


C. “After the traditions of men”



1) This gives the origin of man’s philosophies.



2) Human reasoning, speculations, ideas formed into a philosophy.



3) Philosophy is based on human authority as opposed to divine revelation and 

    authority.



4) That which men originate, rather than revealed by God.


D. “After the rudiments of the world”



1) The first concepts of the worldly-minded.



2) Like childish, faulty, and imperfect religious concepts.



3) The world’s crude notions.



4) Material ways of looking at things.


E. “And not after Christ.”



1) Instead of what Christ has said.



2) It did not have Christ as it’s author, nor it’s subject.



3) Their teaching displaced Christ—dethroned Him as Lord.

V. PAUL’S REASONS FOR HOLDING ON TO CHRIST. (2:9)


A. “The fullness of the Godhead”



1) “Fullness”




a) Completeness.




b) The full & complete expression of Deity or the Divine Nature.



2) “Godhead”
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a) Godhood




b) Divinity or Divine Nature.


B. “In Him (Christ)”


1) The fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ.



2) Christ gives a full & complete expression of Deity.



3) For He is fully Deity (God).



4) He is Absolute & Perfect God.


5) He possesses the Divine Nature or characteristics.





6) All the infinite perfections of God are in Christ.


7) John 14:9—“Whoever has seen Me, has seen the Father.”


C. “Bodily”



1) God incarnate—God in human form.



2) Christ gives a full & complete expression of Deity even in human form.



3) He is not partial or approximate, or a temporary manifestation of God.



4) He is God in the flesh.



5) God is what He shows Himself to be in Christ and no other.



6) In Christ, we come to know the only true, the only real and living God.



7) He is the finality of the revelation of Deity to man.



8) 1 John 5;20



9) “Deity in human flesh”




a) A mystery beyond comprehension.




b) Yet, a fact that we must believe.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS


False teachers try to rob Christ of His Deity—or—Deity coming in human flesh (1 John 4:1-3). It is very important what we think about Christ! False teachers would rob Christ of His glory. When we allow it, we are robbed of our salvation. Let’s continue in Christ by being rooted, established in Him, being built up and abounding in Him, and walking, growing, and being fruitful in Him.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

True or false

____1. To be beguiled is to be deluded.

____2. Words—reasonings of men could easily lead God’s people away from God.

____3. Paul did not feel that he could rejoice over them and their condition.

____4. A person cannot walk in Christ.

____5. A person who is established in the faith has a deep root in God’s Word.

____6. To abound in Christ is to grow in Him.
____7. The Christ’s security will not allow him to become a spoil of spiritual warfare.

____8. There is nothing wrong with the philosophy and traditions of men.

____9. Christ in the flesh presents the fullness of Deity.

____10. False teachers try to rob Christ of His Deity.
