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Lesson Four

“The Gospel that Paul Preached”

(Reading—Colossians 1:23-2:3)


In Lesson three, we looked at the strong emphasis that the Holy Spirit gave to the pre-eminence of Christ and the great blessing of Redemption through Christ. We become a child of God, we become an heir of God, and we have peace with God. Jesus can present us holy, unblameable, and Unreproveable before God some day. But….there is a catch to all of this! It is critical that we continue in what we have been taught and thereby stay in this relationship with God in Christ Jesus. God also wanted us to know about the Gospel Paul preached and why he was so zealous in its proclamation. He also wanted us to know why he was so willing to suffer afflictions to preach it.
I. THEIR NEED TO CONTINUE IN WHAT THEY HAD BEEN TAUGHT. (1:23)


A. “Continue in the faith”


1) Left to themselves, the Colossians would have continued in heathenism and 

    hopelessness.



2) But, they had hear “the faith”….the Gospel of their salvation.



3) They had obeyed that Gospel.



4) They needed to continue in what they had been taught.


B. “grounded and settled” in it



1) Their faith had been built on a sure and firm foundation.



2) They needed to be fixed in this faith.



3) They needed to be settled in it—make it a permanent abode.



4) 1 Cor. 15:58—“Be steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of 

     the Lord.”


C. “Not moved away from the hope of the gospel.”



1) False teachers are subtle, plausible and speculative.



2) If not well-grounded, you can easily be moved away from “the faith.”



3) The hope of the Gospel was the Crown of Life that God offers to the 

     Redeemed.



4) Which Gospel:




a) They had had preached to them;




b) Which was preached to every creature under heaven (God’s creation).
II. PAUL’S PREACHING. (1:23B-25)


A. He had been made a minister of Christ’s Gospel.



1) But more……




a) He was made a preacher of the Gospel by God’s own choosing.




b) He was made such by the dispensation (commission) of God.



2) But God’s choice of him was for their good—he was to preach to the Gentiles.



3) He was chosen to help make the Gospel known to its fullest extent.




a) To fulfill God’s promises and desires.
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b) So that all peoples, nations, and tongues can have the privilege to hear 

    this Gospel of hope.


B. He was also suffering afflictions because he preached the Gospel.



1) Paul was in Rome in prison (own hired house) as he wrote this letter.




a) He was there because he preached the Gospel.




b) He had constantly defended the Gentiles’ right to the hope of the 

    Gospel.



2) He not only was not ashamed of the Gospel, but gloried in it.




a) He was happy to suffer for the Gentiles….so they could be saved as 

    well.




b) He was more than willing to give of himself for the good of others.



3) Christ had to suffer in order to bring the church into existence.



a) Now Paul & others were having to suffer to carry the gospel message to 

    all.




b) The church was spread by suffering.




c) Paul was willing to gladly suffer for the body of Christ, the church.

III. THE MESSAGE OF PAUL’S PREACHING. (1:26-27)


A. It was a mystery, now being revealed unto mankind.



1) Mystery—that which is secret—that which is hidden.



2) But since it has been made know—revealed—it is no longer a mystery.



3) That which had previously been hid to man’s understanding is now made know 

     to God’s people (saints)…..as well as to all mankind.


B. But he is also making known the riches of the glory of this mystery.



1) It is not something little, but big!



2) It is not average, but superb!



3) It is not poverty, but riches!



4) The unsearchable riches of God’s mystery in Christ.



5) Paul had been making this known among the Gentiles.


C. He was preaching “Christ” and the hope found in Him.



1) Through Christ, hope could be offered to the Gentile world.



2) Christ dwelling in them was their assurance of eternal glory someday.



3) It was making known to the world that both Jew & Gentile could enjoy the 

     same blessings in Christ Jesus.

IV. PAUL’S AIM IN PREACHING. (1:28-29)


A. To teach all who would listen.



1) His preaching was not for a select few, but for all to hear.



2) To let every sinner know there is hope in Christ in the Day of Judgment.


B. To teach in all wisdom.



1) To make known to all—all the wisdom & knowledge given to us of God.


C. To warn all who will listen.



1) As he preached Christ, he warned of the rejection of Christ.



2) He warned of the danger of being turned away from Christ.

D. In order to present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.
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1) Perfect, mature, full-grown person.



2) It is not enough to bring them into a relationship with Christ…..



3) But he needed to mature them in Christ.



4) For them to be like Christ….the highest of all standards.


E. God constantly gave Paul the help needed to do this.



1) He tirelessly toiled at this work.



2) He labored with full confidence of God working through and in him.

V. PAUL’S CONCERNED FOR THEM AND OTHERS IN THAT AREA. (2:1-3)


A. “what great conflict I have for you.”



1) Deep anxiety or concern over them.



2) Paul was evidently told some things by the preacher from Colossae that caused 

     him much concern.



3) Not only for them, but those at Laodicea & other places who have not seen him 

     in the flesh.



4) Churches had been established over the area that he had not been able to visit 

     in person.


B. His concern was:


1) That their hearts might be comforted, encouraged, confirmed, and made sure of 

     in their minds or hearts.



2) That they would be knit together in love.




a) Would be drawn together by the love of God & their concern for one 

     another.




b) That they would truly be one body…working together.




c) That they would not be broken and divided by false teachers.




d) That would make them an easy prey to their devises.



3) That they would be knit together in the riches of full assurance of 

     understanding.




a) That they would be of one mind about Christ & hope found in Him.




b) That they would be firmly, greatly convinced about Christ and what He 

     means to the world.




c) So that their understanding of the mystery of God, found in Christ, may 

     be complete….and make them complete.



4) That they may be completely convinced that in Christ are hid all the treasures 

     of wisdom & knowledge.




a) The richness of wisdom & knowledge are found in Christ.




b) All can come to a full depth of wisdom & knowledge by knowing 

     Christ.




c) He is the exhaustless storehouse of all wisdom & knowledge.


CONCLUDING THOUGHTS


“For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.” (1 
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Corinthians 1:21). Christ is the demonstration of God’s great wisdom. It is through Christ that mankind has the hope of glory. Do you have that hope?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

True or False

____1. The Christian must continue in the faith in order to be saved eternally.
____2. The Christian does not have to be grounded in the faith to go to heaven.

____3. A person can be moved away from the hope of the Gospel.

____4. Paul was especially chosen by God to preach to the Gentiles.

____5. Paul’s being chosen by God was to benefit a lot of people—not just Paul.

____6. He was willing to suffer affliction because such brings greater joy.

____7. The church came into existence through suffering.

____8. Paul wanted to preach the Gospel through his wisdom and understanding.

____9. Paul wanted his preaching to bring people to perfection.

____10. Paul was not only concerned for the people at Colossae, but Laodicea as well.
