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Lesson Three

“The Pre-Eminence of Christ”

(Colossians 1:15-22)


Anything that undermines the Deity of Christ or the all-sufficiency of Salvation in Him is religious error and brings the condemnation of God (Galatians 1:6-9). Some of the things being advocated by teachers at Colossae were doing just that and needed to be stopped. Our last lesson ended with an emphasis upon God’s redemption and forgiveness that came through Christ’s death on the Cross. He paid the price to redeem us. He made it possible for us to be set free from a Law System of righteousness and to come under a Grace System of righteousness. Man could not keep the Law of God perfectly; therefore, he could not free himself from the just penalty of his law-breaking. He was held in bondage by his sins. Man’s forgiveness of those sins by God does not belittle the Law of God, but rather upholds it by Jesus paying the penalty of our sins for us, in our stead. The Law was upheld in its sentence of death and God could justly forgive our sins (Romans 3:23-26). Upon our forgiveness, we were “added to” or “translated into” the kingdom of God’s dear Son and became an heir of God. 

The writer now turns to place a strong emphasis upon both the Deity of Christ and the Pre-eminence of Christ. 
I. JESUS IS THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD. (1:15a)


A. The Greek word for image is “EIKON” (Icon).



1) It is translated: Image, Likeness, Representation, Reproduction.



2) Vines Word Study: “Essentially and absolutely the perfect expression and 

     representation of the Archetype, God the Father.”



3) John 14:9—“…he that has seen Me has seen the Father.”



4) John 1:18—“No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which 

     is in the bosom of the Father, he has declared Him.”



5) Jesus is no imitation—He is God, Himself!



6) He is a perfect representation of God….for He is God.



7) John 1:1—“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

     the Word was God.”



8) He is the embodiment of the Father.



9) The invisible God becomes visible to man in Jesus.

II. JESUS’ PRE-EMINENCE OVER CREATED THINGS. (1:15b-17)


A. “The first-born of every creature.”


1) The phrase denotes:




a) Priority

· He was before all created things.

· He pre-existed before creation.

· He was pre-eminent.
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b) Sovereignty
· He is over all things….ruler.

· He is creation’s natural ruler…for He created it.

B. “For by Him were all things created.”


1) The Creative energy was in Jesus to bring things into existence.

2) All created things are dependant upon Him.


3) Absolutely, all things—nothing existed but what He created—with the 

     exception of Deity.


4) He did not say, “the rest of things were created.”


5) But he said: “the all things created.”


6) Where?



a) In heaven and earth—all space.



b) Visible and invisible realms of existence—all things in space.



c) The concepts of thrones, dominions, principalities, powers, 

     Governments, and angelic hosts.



d) He is the originator of all things.

C. He again gives reasons for His pre-eminence.


1) “All things were created by Him, and for Him.”



a) He is the agency through which all has been created.



b) All things had their beginning in him.



c) All things depend upon Him.



d) But they were created for Him, His use, His glory.


2) “He is before all things.”



a) He ante-dates all creation as the Creator.



b) Before Creation…He is!



c) Not only the pre-existent One, but the ever existing One.


3) “By Him all things consists.”



a) Greek word: “to hold together” or “to adhere.”



b) Jesus is the means of cohesion of this universe.



c) Without Him, it would fall apart.



d) He is its means of unity, solidarity, orderliness.



e) Instead of a Chaos….it is a Cosmos…orderly universe.

III. JESUS’ PRE-EMINENCE OVER THE CHURCH. (1:18)


A. “He is the head of the body, the church.”


1) The church was planned by God before the foundation of the world.



2) It was being made known through the Prophets in a mystery that it was coming.



3) John & Jesus both announced its imminent appearance.



4) And upon Jesus’ death, burial, resurrection, and ascension—He became:




a) The King over His new Kingdom;




b) The Head over His New Body, the Church.



5) Ephesians 1:19-23 emphasizes:




a) The greatness of this exaltation.




b) It is a position far above all principality, power, might, dominion, and 
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     every name that is named.

c) Not only in this world, but in that which is to come.



6) The Creator of this Universe is also head over the church.




a) He is the inspiring, ruling, guiding, sustaining power in the church.




b) He is its center of Unity and its Life.


B. The basis of this headship:



1) “who is the beginning”




a) Greek word: “Arche”—origin, beginning.




b) He is the originator of the church.




c) Through Him, the church was made possible.



2) “the first-born from the dead”




a) 1 Cor. 15:22—“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 

     made alive.”




b) God’s power brought Jesus forth from the grave…from death!




c) So that He can give life to all those who will serve Him.



3) “that in all things He might have the pre-eminence.”




a) Jesus’ rightful pre-eminence over all was denied Him by sin and 

     rebellion of His creation.




b) But through his death and resurrection, He can again regain that pre-

     eminence.

IV. ALL FULLNESS DWELLS IN JESUS. (1:19)

A. “It pleased the Father.”



1) It was the Father’s good pleasure to elevate Jesus over all things.



2) All things were created by Him, thus His pre-eminence.



3) His work of Reconciliation, thus, His pre-eminence over the church.



4) It was right—it was good—it was a natural thing for the Father to do so.


B. “that in Him should all fullness dwell.”



1) Upon his ascension, all power resides in Jesus (Matt. 28:18).



2) All things are brought back together in harmony through Jesus.



3) In Him, there is harmony, unity, peace, completeness, fullness.



4) He is the center around which all things revolve.



5) In Jesus is found COMPLETENESS, FULLNESS.



6) There is nothing beyond Deity!

V. IN JESUS, THERE IS FULL AND COMPLETE RECONCILIATION. (1:20-22)


A. Through Jesus all things have been reconciled.



1) Sin, Disobedience, Rebellion have brought estrangement from God.



2) Sin enslaves and keeps man in bondage.



3) But Jesus paid the price to set men free.



4) Thus, forgiveness and reconciliation can be made possible.




a) Justice has been satisfied.




b) The attitude of enmity has been changed to friendship.



5) Man can again be at peace with God (Rom. 5:1).
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B. This had to be done by Jesus in the flesh.


1) Man had to be identified with in order to atone for man’s sinfulness.

2) He took on human flesh in order to die in our stead.


3) His body became the instrument of reconciliation.

C. Reconciliation described:


1) So we can be holy—cleansed and set apart unto God.


2) So we can be unblameable—no fault or sin to condemn us.


3) Unreproveable—no longer any charge to be laid against us.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS


Christ is the creator of all things in Heaven and earth. He is the means and the ends of all creation. The whole creation adheres together in Him. But Christ is also the creator of the church. He is its means of existence. He is its means of reconciliation to God. In both instances, He is the pre-eminent One over all. Have you bowed the neck before such a ONE?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

True or False

____1. Jesus is the Icon of Deity.

____2. Jesus is the originator of all creatures that exist.

____3. Jesus created things that were visible and invisible.

____4. Jesus ante-dates all creation.

____5. Jesus is what holds this universe together.

____6. Jesus did not create Chaos, but a Kosmos.

____7. Jesus is the only head over His church.

____8. All fullness is found in Jesus.

____9. Man’s reconciliation is complete in Jesus.

____10. Men can be right with God without Jesus.
