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Lesson Two

“The Need for Gratitude for Brethren”

(Reading—Colossians 1:4-14)


Letters sent by God, but penned by inspired men, always have a positive note even in the worst of situations, as is illustrated in the seven letters in Revelation 2-3. Paul’s letters are no exception to this. Even though the church at Colossae was beginning to have some false teaching and practices fostered upon them, Paul begins the letter on a very positive note of thanksgiving. He truly was thankful for all who have responded to God’s invitation to come and taste of the waters of life freely. This is one of the reasons for entitling this lesson: The Need for Gratitude for Brethren. We certainly need to be thankful, not resentful or hateful to our brethren in Christ, even when some are not living as they should or are teaching wrong things. Being thankful is a first step towards making the relationship better. We need not only to express this more, but to show it by our actions.
COMMENTS ON COLOSSIANS 1:4-14

I. PAUL’S THANKSGIVING FOR THEM. (1-3-8)


A. For their faith in Christ.



1) Not faith only….but an obedient faith (James 2:24).



2) Their faith in Christ expressed in godly living (Matthew 5:16).

B. For their love to all saints.



1) 1 Peter 2:17—“Love the brotherhood.”



2) They were concerned about their brethren—all of them.



3) Christ died for all of His people….love them all.



4) Both Jew & Gentile—Black & White, etc.


C. For the hope that is laid up for them.



1) Happy that they had the hope of going to Heaven some day.



2) Eternal Life is something to look forward to.



3) This hope comes through the hearing & obeying the Gospel of Christ.



4) This hope was a motivation:




a) That changed their lives for the better;




b) But also caused them to bear fruit to the glory of God.



5) They had heard of this hope through Epaphras.




a) He was a dear fellow-servant of Paul.




b) He had been a faithful minister of Christ to them.





c) He may have been the one that started the church at Colossae after 

    being converted by Paul’s preaching at Ephesus.



6) Epaphras had made known their love to both Paul & others.

II. PAUL’S PRAYER FOR THEM. (1:9-11)


A. That they would be filled with the knowledge of God’s Will.



1) It is not enough to just hear the basic message of the Gospel.
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2) This knowledge of God’s Will needs to increase….be filled with overflowing. 




    that it may be complete.



3) This knowledge also needs to be directed by wisdom & spiritual understanding.



4) It needs to be understood correctly to avoid error.


B. That they might walk worthy of the Lord.



1) It is a blessing to be a Christian.



2) But such entails grave responsibilities.



3) Walk according to the greatness of your calling.



4) Show by your life’s activities that you appreciate your great calling.



5) Be a means of influencing others by your life.


C. That they might be fruitful in every good work.



1) Fruit is born unto God when we abide in Christ & His Word abides in us. (John 

    15:1-8).



2) Godly living will bear much fruit.



3) Having our lives filled with good works cannot help but produce fruit (Titus 

    3:8, 14)


D. That they might increase in their knowledge of God.



1) To know God and His Son is Eternal Life (John 17:3).



2) Not just His Will, but to know Him in all His glory and power.


E. That they might be strengthened with all might.


1) Christians cannot remain static….must grow…mature.



2) This growth is reflected in strength….spiritual strength.



3) Be able to deal with all the fiery darts of the evil one (Eph. 6:11-16).


F. Might be patient & long-suffering with joyfulness.



1) Learn to be patient by experiencing tribulations of life (James 1:1-3).



2) Learn to suffer long with people & conditions that have to be dealt with.



3) The joyfulness comes from realizing what is taking place in our spiritual lives.

III. REASONS WHY THEY SHOULD BE THANKFUL. (1:12-14)


A. Because God had chosen them to be heirs of light.



1) This salvation was planned & prepared for by God (Eph. 1:4).



2) And when finalized in Christ, determined that the Gospel message was to be 

    preached to all nations.



3) They had heard that message and responded to it.



4) They thus became the chosen heirs of God.


B. Because they had been delivered from the power of darkness.



1) Sin and Darkness holds mankind in bondage (John 8:31-32; Rom. 6:16-18).



2) There is no escape by man on his own.



3) Only by God’s mercy and grace can man be set free from such bondage.



4) It is when he dies to himself and sin and turns to obedience to God that he will 

    be set free (Rom. 6:1-6).


C. Because they have been translated into the kingdom of God’s dear Son.



1) We have been made free from one relationship……



2) Now, we have been placed into a new relationship found in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17)



3) It is in the realm of the rule or domain of Jesus Christ, the King.
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D. Because they have been redeemed and forgiven.


1) We have been bought with a price…the precious blood of Jesus (1 Cor. 19-20; 

    Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 1:18-19).



2) The forgiveness of sins means the removal of their curse upon our soul.



3) We no longer will have to pay the penalty of those sins.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS


What a privilege to be called by God through the Gospel of Christ to become devoted servants of righteousness. We are the chosen ones of God on this earth….be grateful for such a privilege. Walk worthy of such a calling. But in particular be thankful for all of those who have answered the same call that you have answered in their obedience to the Gospel.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

True or False

____1. The Apostle was convinced of the Colossians’ faith by their actions.

____2. Love is something that must be shown for it to be real.
____3. Only those who have obeyed the Gospel of Christ and live faithful have the promise 

of Eternal Life.

____4. It is important that Christians grow in their knowledge of God’s Will.

____5. A person cannot truly walk worthy of the Gospel of Christ.

____6. Spiritual growth is shown by how we deal with the fiery darts of the evil one.

____7. Not to be patient and long-suffering is a sin.

____8. To be an heir of God, one must be chosen by God.

____9. We are translated into the kingdom by God when we believe in Jesus.

____10. Forgiveness means that we will not have to suffer the just penalty of past sins.
