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Lesson Ten

“Fellow-Workers in the Kingdom”

(Reading—Colossians 4:2-18)


One of the marks of the genuineness of these letters of Paul is his personal remarks to and about people. These letters were written in an historical background with real people involved. The Colossian Letter has quite a few of these remarks about fellow-Christians. His basic exhortations to the church ends with chapter 4:6; and then, he begins to give the special insights to a lot of people in the church at that time.

I. CONCLUDING EXHORTATIONS TO THE CHURCH. (4:2-6)


A. Concerning prayer.



1) Keep on praying—don’t neglect prayer in your everyday life.



2) Maintain a regularity in prayer.



3) 1 Thess. 5:17—“Pray without ceasing.”



4) Be always in readiness for prayer.



5) Be watchful, diligent—less a calamity suddenly takes you unprepared.



6) Always expressed gratitude to God.


B. Paul requested their prayers on his behalf.



1) He was a prisoner in Rome, awaiting trial.



2) Yet, he wanted an opportunity to preach—even in that situation.



3) He asked for their prayers to this end that a door of opportunity to preach 

    would be given to him.



4) It evidently must have been opened (Phil. 1:12-14).



5) Paul wanted desperately to make the Gospel of Christ clearly & plainly known 

    to all men, especially the Gentiles.



6) So, he would take advantage of every opportunity to preach Christ.


C. Show your wisdom by how you conduct yourself among unbelievers.



1) Be upright, honest—show integrity in your lives.



2) Make the best use of your opportunities among unbelievers.



3) Why?




a) Because what matters to the world is not preaching or profession so 

    much as a godly life and moral integrity.




b) This is what impresses them.


D. And, by all means, watch your speech.



1) Watch your words, how to speak to others.



2) Let your speech reflect the grace of God.




a) Let your words be gracious, courteous, agreeable, winsome, attractive.




b) Let them be like salt on food—tasty, pleasant, beneficial.



3) Learn how to answer those who want to know what & why you believe.




a) Not with rashness or foolishness.




b) Be set for the defense of the Gospel, but in the right spirit.




c) 1 Peter 3:15
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II. COMMENTS & INSIGHTS OF PAUL’S FELLOW-WORKERS. (4:7-14)


A. Tychicus (4:7-8)



1) Bearer of this letter & the Ephesian letter also (Eph. 6:21-22).



2) He may have also been the bearer of the Philemon letter.



3) Tychicus would make know to them first-hand about Paul’s condition.



4) Characterized by such terms as:




a) “Beloved brother.”




b) “Faithful minister.”




c) “Fellow servant.”



5) Also, Tychicus wanted to know how they were doing—and give comforting 

    words to them.


B. Onesimus (4:9)



1) He was sent with Tychicus along with a letter to Philemon.



2) He was probably a run-away-slave—converted by Paul at Rome (Phile. 6).



3) Characterized by such terms as:




a) “faithful & beloved brother.”




b) “a person of integrity.”


C. Aristarchus (4:10)



1) He had been a companion in Paul’s travels at times.



2) Luke & He accompanied Paul on his voyage to Rome to be tried (Acts 27:2).



3) For some reason, Paul calls him a “fellow-prisoner.”


D. Marcus (4:10)



1) This is John Mark (writer of the Gospel of Mark).



2) The one who went with Paul & Barnabas on the 1st mission trip and turned 

    back.



3) The one that Paul did not want to take with them on the 2nd mission trip.



4) However, Barnabas did….and it helped Mark.



5) So, 16 years later, Paul speaks kindly about him.



6) If he comes, receive him as a faithful brother.


E. Jesus or Justus (4:11)



1) Jesus was a common name among Jews (Joshua also).



2) Justus was a Roman name meaning Just or Justice.



3) He and the others were all Jewish helpers with Paul—fellow-workers.



4) They were a comfort to Paul (Paregoria—soothing relief)



5) In contrast to unbelieving Jews that made Paul’s conditions worse.


F. Epaphras (4:12-13)



1) Evidently, a preacher from either Colossae, Laodicea, or Hierapolis.



2) He was greatly concerned over the condition of the churches and possible 

    problems indicated by this letter.



3) He was constantly in prayer on their behalf that they would continue in the 

    faith on to maturity in Christ.


G. Luke (4:14)



1) The beloved physician.



2) Who had been with Paul on his 2nd mission trip—and, on his trip to Rome for 

    trial.
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3) He was still with Paul in Rome.


4) He had probably been a great help to Paul, physically, emotionally, and 

    spiritually.


H. Demas (4:14)



1) Both Luke & Demas send greetings.



2) He was with Paul during his 1st imprisonment.



3) But no glowing terms are used to characterized him—as he did the others.

III. CLOSING REQUESTS. (4:15-18)


A. Pass my special greetings on to:



1) The church in Laodicea.



2) Also, to Nymphas (male or female).



3) To the church meeting in his/her home (house) ( common practice).


B. After you read this letter, send it on to Laodicea to be read by them.



1) Same area, same problems, letter would help them as well.



2) They were acquainted with the same people.



3) Letters circulated, copied, collected together to form complete New Testament.


C. Be sure to read the letter coming from Laodicea.



1) Not sure how to understand.



2) Two possibilities at least:




a) Paul wrote a letter also to Laodicea that has been lost.




b) Or, the letter to the Ephesians was to be circulated in that area also, so 

    they should be sure to get and read it.



3) The Ephesian & Colossian letters are like Twins—not identical, but alike.



4) They actually supplement one another—compliment one another.


D. Give encouragement to Archippus in his work.



1) He was a preacher of the Gospel.



2) Much depended upon him to keep the church faithful.



3) he could use all the encouragement & help they could give.


E. Recognize that this letter has my written greetings at the end.


F. Don’t forget me in my confinement & trials.


G. May God’s grace be with you all.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS


What a great attitude on the part of the Apostle towards other Christians. And what a great concern that he and others had for the well-being of the churches. What a great difference that the Gospel made in that heathen, ungodly world. How greatly Christians need to set an example before the world of godliness and its great blessings. What a great blessing we Gentiles have been given to be a part of the Redeemed of God!
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

True or False

____1. Prayer is an important aspect of the Christian life.

____2. Paul wanted their prayers to God on his behalf that he would be given opportunity 

to preach the Gospel while a prisoner in Rome.

____3. Tychicus was a run-away-slave that Paul converted in Rome.

____4. Aristarchus was called a “fellow-prisoner.”

____5. Marcus was evidently John Mark who wrote the Gospel of Mark.

____6. Luke was with Paul in Rome at this time.

____7. No glowing terms are mentioned about Demas.

____8. Paul mentions the church at Laodicea.

____9. The Ephesian letter was being passed around among the churches.

____10. Churches meeting in homes was common in that period of time.
