MORMON
DOCTRINE
EXPOSED

“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves...."—2 Corinthians 13:5







LDS DOCTRINE

BIBLICAL TEACHING

MORMONISM = A “Restored” Gospel

“Since the departure from the true gospel of Christ was to be
universal...it would follow that a restoration would be
necessary. Such a restoration is the message of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.”—Apostle LeGrand Richards,
A Marvelous Work And A Wonder, 1976, p. 32 (DP 1)

“Nothing less than a complete apostasy from the Christian
religion would warrant the establishment of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints.”—History of the Church, vol. 1,
p. XL (DP 2)

“We talk about Christianity, but it is a perfect pack of
nonsense....it is as corrupt as hell; and the Devil could not
invent a better engine to spread his work than the
Christianity of the nineteenth century.”—Apostle John Taylor
(who would eventually become 3™ Prophet), 1858, Journal of
Discourses, vol. 6, p. 167 (DP 3)

“What is it that inspires professors of Christianity generally
with a hope of salvation? It is that smooth, sophisticated
influence of the devil, by which he deceives the whole world.”
—Joseph Smith, History of the Church, vol. 5, p. 218 (DP 4)

“My object in going to inquire of the Lord was to know which of
all the sects was right, that I might know which to join....I was
answered that I must join none of them, for they were all wrong;
and the Personage who addressed me said that all their creeds
were an abomination in his sight; that those professors were all
corrupt....”—Joseph Smith—History 1:18-19 (DP 5)

“And he said unto me: Behold there are save two churches only;
the one is the church of the Lamb of God, and the other is the
church of the devil....”—1 Nephi 14:10 (DP 6)

“ ‘Will everybody be damned, but Mormons?’ Yes, and a great
portion of them, unless they repent, and work righteousness.”
—Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, compiled by Joseph
Fielding Smith, 1976, p. 119 (DP 7)

“There is no salvation outside The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 2, pp. 1-350.)”
—Apostle Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 670 (DP 8)

BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY = An everlasting Gospel which
has endured for “all generations”—never to disappear from
the earth. Paul warned about those who would preach
another gospel (Galatians 1:6-9; 2 Corinthians 11:3-4). Jesus
prophesied that the “gates of hell” wouldn’t prevail against
His church, and in so doing, He ruled out complete apostasy
(Matthew 16:18). Thus, the Gospel would never have to be
restored (Jude 3). Ephesians 3:21 states: “to Him be the
glory in the church...to all generations forever and ever.
Amen.”' How can an apostate church give glory to God
throughout “all generations”?

GALATIANS 1:6-9: “I marvel that ye are so soon removed
from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another
gospel....but though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed.”

2 CORINTHIANS 11:3-4: “But I fear, lest by any means, as
the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if
he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not
preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not
received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye
might well bear with Aim.”

JUDE 3: “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you
of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto
you, and exhort you that ye should eamnestly contend for the faith
which was once [for all time]® delivered unto the saints.”

HEBREWS 12:28: “Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which
cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God
acceptably with reverence and godly fear.”

MATTHEW 16:18: “...I will build my church; and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it.”

EPHESIANS 3:21: “Unto him be glory in the church by Christ
Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. A-men”

1 TIMOTHY 3:15: “...that thou mayest know how thou
oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”

! Quoted from the New American Standard Bible

2 Unless otherwise noted, all Bible verses are quoted from the King James Version.
* The Greek word ano (hapax) translated “once” literally means “a single time” or “once for all time.”
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TRINITY: “I will preach on the plurality of Gods....I have
always declared God to be a distinct personage, Jesus Christ a
-separate and distinct personage from God the Father, and that the
Holy Ghost was a distinct personage and a Spirit: and these
three constitute three distinct personages and three Gods.”
—Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, compiled by Joseph
Fielding Smith, 1976, p. 370 (DP 9)

“In the beginning, the head of the Gods called a council of the
Gods; and they came together and concocted [prepared] a plan to
create the world and people it.”—Joseph Smith, 1844 History of
the Church, vol. 6, p. 308 (DP 10)

“How many Gods there are, I do not know. But there never
was a time when there were not Gods and worlds... Lo
Prophet Brigham Young, 1859, Journal of Discourses, vol 7, p.
333 (DP 11)

“Joseph Smith taught a plurality of gods, and that man by
obeying the commandments of God and keeping the whole law
will eventually reach the power and exaltation by which he also
will become a god.”—Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of
Salvation, vol. 1, 1954, p. 98 (DP 12)

TRINITY: One God who is revealed in three persons: the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit

MATTHEW 28 :19: “..baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”

THE TRINITY IS NOT THE FOLLOWING:
Tritheism: The view that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
are three separate Gods
Modalism: The view that-the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit are all one person or modes of manifestations

PILLARS OF THE TRINITY DOCTRINE:

THE FATHER IS GOD: Philippians 2:11

THE SON IS GOD: John 20:28; Titus 2:13;
2 Peter 1:1; Hebrews 1:8; Matthew 1:23; Isaiah 6:9;
Colossians 2:9, John 1:1

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD: Acts 5:3-4

Yet there are not three “Gods” but only ONE GOD:
Isaiah 43:10-11; 44:6, 8; 45:21-22; 46:9

ISAIAH 44:6, 8: “I am the first, and I am the last; and beside
me there is no God....Is there a God beside me? Yea, there is
no God; I know not any.”

GOD THE FATHER: An “Exalted Man” who became God
by obedience to the LDS “Gospel Plan”. He has not always
been God, nor is he omnipresent (present everywhere) or
omnipotent (all powerful). Not having the power to “create”
the world out of nothing, God merely “organized” it with pre-
existent material. He can only remain God as long as the
“intelligences” sustain Him as such.

“The greatest heresy found in Christendom is that God is a
spirit, an essence that fills immensity....”—Bruce R. McConkie,
The Millennial Messiah, p. 77 (DP 13)

“The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as
man’s....”—Doctrine And Covenants 130:22 (DP 14)

“God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man,
and sits enthroned in yonder heavens!...I say, if you were to see
him today, you would see him like a man in form
—Ilike yourselves in all the person, image, and very form as a
man....I am going to tell you how God came to be God. We
have imagined and supposed that God was God from all eternity.
I will refute that idea....he was once a man like us; yea, that God
himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, the same as Jesus
Christ himself did....”—Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith,
compiled by Joseph Fielding Smith, pp. 345-346 (DP 15-16)

GOD THE FATHER: In His very nature and essence God is
a spirit—not a man. There was never a time when He did not
exist, nor can there ever be a time when He will cease to exist
as the one true God. He does not change or progress. In
addition to being omnipresent (present everywhere), He is
eternally omniscient (all knowing) and omnipotent (all
powerful), and thus, He is not bound by the constraints of His
creation.

JOHN 4:24: “God is a Spmt and they that worshlp him must
worship Aim in spirit and in truth.

LUKE 24:39: “...a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see

me have.”

HOSEA 11:9: “...I am God, and not man; the Holy One in the
midst of thee....”

NUMBERS 23:19: “God is not a man, that he should lie;
neither the son of man, that he should repent....”

ROMANS 1:22-23: “Professing themselves to be wise, they
became fools, and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God
into an image made like to corruptible man....”
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“We were begotten by our Father in Heaven; the person of our
Father in Heaven was begotten on a previous heavenly world
by His Father; and again, He was begotten by a still more
ancient Father and so on, from generation to generation, from one
heavenly world to another still more ancient....”—Apostle Orson
Pratt, The Seer, 1853, p. 132 (DP 17)

“Yet, if we accept the great law of eternal progression, we must
accept the fact that there was a time when Deity was much less
powerful than He is today.”—Seventy Milton R. Hunter, The
Gospel Through the Ages, 1945, p. 114 (DP 18)

“We believe in a God who is Himself progressive, whose
majesty is intelligence; whose perfection consists in eternal
advance—a Being who has attained His exalted state by a path
which now His children are permitted to follow, whose glory it is
their heritage to share.”—Apostle James E. Talmage, The Articles
of Faith, (1890), 1966ed, p. 430 (DP 19)

“God himself is increasing and progressing in knowledge,
power, and dominion, and will do so, worlds without end.”
—Apostle Wilford Woodruff (who would eventually become 4™
Prophet), 1857, Journal of Discourses, vol. 6, p. 120 (DP 20)

“Some would have us believe that God is present everywhere.
It is not so.”—Brigham Young, 1859, Journal of Discourses, vol.
6, p. 345 (DP 21)

“It has been said, therefore, that God is everywhere present; but
this does not mean that the actual person of any one member of
the Godhead can be physically present in more than one place at
one time....plainly, however, His person cannot be in more
than one place at any one time.”—James E. Talmage, The
Articles of Faith, (1890), 1966ed., p. 43 (DP 22)

“In the book of Abraham we have clear expression of the creative
efforts of the Gods in organizing and forming the earth and
heavens (see Abr.4:1). Such language assumes the existence of
materials before the creation of this earth began.... The doctrine
of creation thus taught in Abraham opposes the notion of a
creation ex nihilo (literally, creation ‘out of nothing’).”
—The Ensign, March 1997, p. 21 (DP 23)

“...Elohim is God simply because all of these intelligences
honor and sustain Him as such....if He should ever do anything
to violate the confidence or °‘sense of justice’ of these
intelligences, they would promptly withdraw their support, and
the ‘power’ of God would disintegrate.”—BYU Professor W.
Cleon Skousen, The First 2000 Years, p. 355 (DP 24)

T KINGS 8:27:

ISAIAH 43:10-11: “Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and
my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe
me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God
formed, neither shall there be after me.”

PSALM 90:2: “Before the mountain were broughtA forth, or ever
thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from
everlasting to everlasting, thou arf God.”

HABAKKUK 1:12: “Art thou not from evérlasting, O LORD

»

MALACHI 3:6: “For I am the LORD, I change not....”

JAMES 1:17: “Every good gift...cometh down from the Father
of lights, with whom is mo variableness, neither shadow of
turning.” '

“But will God indeed dwell on the earth?
Behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain
thee; how much less this house that I have builded?”

ISATAH 66:1: “Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne,
and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build
unto me? and where is the place of my rest?”

JEREMIAH 23:24: “Can any hide himself in secret places that
I shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and
earth? saith the LORD.”

I KINGS 8:39: “...give to every man according to his ways,
whose heart thou knowest: (for thou, even thou only, knowest
the hearts of all the children of men;)”

PSALM 147:5: “Great is our Lord, and of great power: his
understanding /s infinite.”

GENESIS 17:1: “_.the LORD appeared to Abram, and said
unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou
perfect.” :

ISAIAH 40:12-14, 28: “Who hath measured the waters in the
hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and
comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed
the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance? Who hath

" directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his counsellor hath

taught him? With whom took he counsel, and who instructed
him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him
knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understanding?
...Hast thou not known? Hast thou not heart, that the everlasting
God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth
not, neither is weary? There is no searching of his
understanding.”
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JESUS CHRIST of Mormonism is not the same Jesus of
Christendom.
Heavenly Father and Heavenly Mother in the “spirit world”
(making him the literal “spirit-brother” of Lucifer and every
one of us), the LDS Jesus “earned” his godhood by obedience.

“In bearing testimony of Jesus Christ, President Hinckley spoke
of those outside the Church who say Latter-day Saints ‘do not
believe in the traditional Christ. No, I don’t. The traditional
Christ of whom they speak is not the Christ of whom I
speak....” ”—Church News, June 20, 1998, p. 7 (DP 25)

“And virtually all the millions of apostate Christendom have
abased themselves before the mythical throne of a mythical
Christ.”—Bruce McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 269 (DP 26)

“The Father of Jesus Christ is our Father also....Jesus, however,
is the first born among all the sons of God—the first begotten in
the spirit, and the only begotten in the flesh. He is our elder
brother....All men and women are in the similitude of the
universal Father and Mother, and are literally sons and
daughters of Deity.”—Encyclopedia of Mormonism, vol. 4, 1992,
p. 1670 (DP 27)

“As for the devil and his fellow spirits, they are brothers to
man and also to Jesus and sons and daughters of God in the
same sense that we are.”—Historian John Henry Evans, 4n
American Prophet, 1933, p. 341 (DP 28)

“By obedience and devotion to the truth he attained that
pinnacle of intelligence which ranked him as a God, as the
Lord Omnipotent, while yet in his pre-existent state.”—Bruce R.
McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 129 (DP 29)

In addition to being “spirit-begotten” by .

JESUS CHRIST: The Bible warns about those who would
proclaim a different Jesus other than the Jesus of the Bible.
Far from being our so-called “spirit-brother” who earned His
Godhood by obedience, there was never a time when Jesus
did not exist as the one true God who created everything
—including Lucifer and his angels.

2 CORINTHIANS 11:3-4: “But I fear, lest by any means, as
the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if
he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not
preached...ye might well bear with Aim.”

JOHN 8:23: “And he [Jesus] said unto them, Ye are from
beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this
world.”

HEBREWS 7:3: “Without father, without mother, without
descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but
made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.”

COLOSSIANS 1:15-17: “Who is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all things
created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for
him; and he is before all things, and by him all things
consist....that in all things he might have the pre-eminence.™

JOHN 1:1, 3: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God....All things were made
by him; and without him was not any thing made that was
made.”

JOHN 17:3: “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”

1 JOHN 5:20; 1:2: “...we are in him that is true, even in his Son
Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life....that
eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested
unto us....”

JESUS CHRIST’S “appointment” as Savior was contested by
Lucifer who (along with Jesus) presented a Gospel plan for
the salvation of mankind. - Jesus’ plan was chosen over
Lucifer’s plan, because it allowed for “free agency” (free

JESUS CHRIST was never in a contest with Lucifer over
who would be “Savior,” for only God can be Savior. Thus,
Jesus being in very nature God is the only one who would
qualify to be the Savior of the world. Lucifer was cast out of

choice). Heaven for endeavoring to become “like” God—not for
-rebellion when allegedly offering an alternative “plan” of
“The appointment of Jesus to be the Savior of the world was | Salvation.
contested by one of the other sons of God. He was called
Lucifer, son of the morning. Haughty, ambitions, and covetous
4
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of power and glory, this spirit-brother of Jesus desperately tried
to become the Savior of mankind.”—Milton R. Hunter, The
Gospel Through The Ages, 1945, p. 15 (DP 30)

“Two of our brothers offered to help. Our oldest brother, Jesus
Christ, who was then called Jehovah, said, ‘Here am I, send me’
(Abraham 3:27)....Satan, who was called Lucifer, also came,
saying, ‘Behold, here am I, send me....Satan wanted to force us
all to do his will. Under his plan, we would not be allowed to
choose. He would take away the freedom of choice that our
Father had given us....After hearing both sons speak, Heavenly
Father said, ‘T will send the first’ (Abraham 3:27). Jesus Christ
was chosen and ordained to be our Savior.”—Gospel Principles,
1992ed., pp. 17-18 (DP 31-32)

ISAIAH 45:21-22: “...there is no God else beside me; a just
God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. Look to me, and
be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is
none else.”

ISAIAH 43:11: “I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there
is no saviour.” :

ISAIAH 14:12-14: “How art thou fallen from heaven, O
Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the
ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in
thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne
above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the
congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the
heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.”

JESUS CHRIST began his mortal probation (earthly life)
with Heavenly Father having sex with Mary to produce the
body of Jesus. He was not begotten by the Holy Ghost.
Following the example of our Heavenly . Father who
(according to Mormonism) has many wives, Mormon
authorities have taught that Jesus was also married to
multiple wives. :

“When the Virgin Mary conceived the child Jesus, the Father had
begotten him in his own likeness. He was not begotten by the
Holy Ghost.”—Brigham Young, 1852, Journal of Discourses,
vol. 1, p. 50 (DP 33)

“Christ not begotten of the Holy Ghost....Christ was begotten of
God. He was not born without the aid of Man, and that Man
was God!”—Apostle Joseph Fielding Smith (who later became
10® Prophet), Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, 1976, p. 18 (DP 34)

“If none but Gods will be permitted to multiply immortal
children, it follows that each God must have one or more
wives....The fleshly body of Jesus required a Mother as well as a
Father. Therefore, the Father and Mother of Jesus, according to
the flesh, must have been associated together in the capacity of
Husband and Wife; hence the Virgin Mary must have been,
for the time being, the lawful wife of God the Father....He had
a lawful right to overshadow the Virgin Mary in the capacity of a
husband, and beget a Son, although she was espoused to another;
for the law which He gave to govern men and women was not
intended to govern Himself, or to prescribe rules for his own
conduct.”—Orson Pratt, The Seer, p. 158 (DP 35)

“The man Joseph, the husband of Mary, did not, that we know of,
have more than one wife, but Mary the wife of Joseph had

JESUS CHRIST: Neither the physical human body of Jesus
nor His spirit essence are the product of sex between
Heavenly Father and one of His so-called “wives.” To teach
such a doctrine is to disgrace the very nature of God who is a
Spirit and not a man. Jesus is called the Son of God because
He eternally shares the Divine nature of the one and only true
God. He is also the Son of Man because he took on an
additional nature—the human nature—during His
incarnation. Thus, Jesus is eternally the God-Man who is
fully God and fully Man. The Holy Spirit is the one who
implanted the physical seed into Mary’s womb that produced
the human body of Jesus. Mary could not have been a true
“virgin” if she had condescended to having sex with a
so-called “exalted Man;” nor is there a single passage in the
Bible that indicates that Jesus was married. Jesus was
invited to the marriage in Cana of Galilee as a guest—not as
the Bridegroom (John 2:1-2).

HEBREWS 7:3: “Without father, without mother, without
descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but
made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.”

PHILIPPIANS 2:6-8: “...Who, being in very nature God, did
not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but
made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance
as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death
—even death on a cross!”™*

HEBREWS 4:16-17: “For assuredly He does not give help to
angels, but he gives help to the descendant of Abraham.
Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things....””

* Philippians 2:6-8 is quoted from the New International Version. Compare verses 10-11 with Isaiah 45:23.

5 New American Standard Bible
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another husband.”—Brigham Young, 1866, Journal of
Discourses, vol. 11, p. 268 (DP 36) ‘
“When the time came that His first-born, the Saviour, should
.come into the world and take a tabernacle, the Father came
Himself and favoured that spirit with a tabernacle instead of
letting any other man do it.”—Brigham Young, 1857, Journal
of Discourses, vol. 4, p. 218 (DP 37)

“God the Father is a perfected, glorified, holy Man, an immortal
Personage. And Christ was born into the world as the literal Son
of this Holy Being....There is nothing figurative about his
paternity; he was begotten, conceived and born in the normal
and natural course of events....”—Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon
Doctrine, p. 742 (DP 38)

“...the great Messiah who was the founder of the Christian
religion, was a Polygamist....We have now clearly shown that
God the Father had a plurality of wives, one or more being in
eternity...and another being upon the earth....the Son followed
the example of his Father, and became the great Bridegroom to
whom kings’ daughters. and many honorable Wives were to be
married. We have also proved that both God the Father and our
Lord Jesus Christ inherit their wives in eternity as well as in
time....”—Orson Pratt, The Seer, p. 172 (DP 39)

“A belief in the doctrine of a plurality of wives caused the
persecution of Jesus and his followers. We might almost think
they were ‘Mormons.” ”—Apostle Jedediah M. Grant (First
Counselor to Brigham Young), 1853, Journal of Discourses,
vol. 1, p. 346 (DP 40)

“It will be borne in mind that once on a time, there was a
marriage in Cana of Galilee...no less a person than Jesus Christ
was married on that occasion. If he was never married, his
intimacy with Mary and Martha, and the other Mary also whom
Jesus loved, must have been highly unbecoming and improper to
say the best of it.”—Apostle Orson Hyde, 1857, Journal of
Discourses, vol. 4, p. 259 (DP 41)

JOHN 5:18: “Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him,
because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that
God was his Father, making himself equal with God.”

JOHN 19:7: “The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by
our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of
God.” (c.f. Leviticus 24:16)

COLOSSIANS 1:19; 2:9: “For it pleased the Father that in him
should all fulness dwell;...For in him dwelleth all the fulness of
the Godhead bodily.”

1 TIMOTHY 3:16: “...God was manifest in the flesh, justified
in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed
on in the world, received up into glory.”

ISAIAH 7:14: “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a
sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall
call his name Immanuel.”

MATTHEW 1:18, 20, 23: “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was
on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph,
before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy
Ghost....the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream,
saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee
Mary they wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the
Holy Ghost....Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall
bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which
being interpreted is, God with us.’

LUKE 1:34-35: “Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this
be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said
unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power
of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also that holy
thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of
God.”

JESUS CHRIST not only had to work out his own salvation,
but there are certain sins for which his blood cannot atone.

“Jesus kept the commandments of his Father and thereby worked
out his own salvation....”—Bruce R. McConkie, The Mortal
Messiah, 1981, vol. 4, p. 434 (DP 42)

“But man may commit certain grievous sins...that will place him
beyond the reach of the atoning blood of Christ. If then he
would be saved he must make sacrifice of his own life to
atone—so far as in his power lies—for that sin, for the blood of
Christ alone under certain circumstances will not

JESUS CHRIST never had to earn his salvation; for although
He partook of humanity, he did not partake of the deprived
(sinful) human nature that every other human needs to be
“saved” from. Being the perfect Lamb of God, Jesus is the
only Savior whose blood is sufficient to cleanse us from “all
unrighteousness.”

HEBREWS 4:15: “For we have not an high priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”
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avail....Joseph Smith taught that there were certain sins so
grievous that man may commit, that they will place the
transgressors beyond the power of the atonement of Christ.”
—Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1,
pp. 134-135 (DP 43)

“But under certain circumstances there are some serious sins for
which the cleansing of Christ does not operate, and the law of
God is that men must then have their own blood shed to atone
for their sins.”—Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 92

(DP 44)

“There are sins that men commit for which they cannot
receive forgiveness in this world, or in that which is to come,
and if they had their eyes open to see their true condition, they
would be perfectly willing to have their blood spilt upon the
ground, that the smoke thereof might ascend to heaven as an
offering for their sins....It is true that the blood of the Son of
God was shed for sins through the fall and those committed by
men, yet men can commit sins which it can never remit.”
—Brigham Young, 1856, Journal of Discourses, vol. 4,
pp. 53-54 (DP 45-46)

2 CORINTHIANS 5:21: “For he hath made him ¢o be sin for
us, who kmew no sin; that we might be made. the
righteousness of God in Him.”

1 PETER 1:18-19: “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your
vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But
with the precious blood of Christ, as a lamb without blemish
and without spot.”

1 PETER 2:24; 3:18: “Who his own self bare our sins in his
own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live
unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed....For Christ
also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he
might bring us to God....”

HEBREWS 7:25: “Wherefore he is able also to save them to
the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth
to make intercession for them.”

1 JOHN 1:7,9: “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light,
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin....If we confess our:
sins, he is faith and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.”

ROMANS 8:1: “There is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus....”

SALVATION: In Mormonism, “Salvation is twofold:
General—that which comes to all men irrespective of a belief
(in this life) in Christ—and, Individual—that which man
merits through his own acts through life and by obedience to
the laws and ordinances of the gospel.”—Joseph Fielding
Smith, 1954, Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p. 134 (DP 47)

“Unconditional or general salvation, that which comes by grace
alone without obedience to gospel law, consists in the mere fact
of being resurrected. In this sense salvation is synonymous with
immortality;...This kind of salvation eventually will come to all
mankind, excepting only the sons of perdition....Conditional or
individual salvation, that which comes by grace coupled with
gospel obedience, consists in receiving an inheritance in the
celestial kingdom of God.”—Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon
Doctrine, p. 669 (DP 48)

“Some of our old traditions teach us that a man guilty of
atrocious and murderous acts may savingly repent when on
the scaffold; and upon his execution you will hear the
expression—‘Bless God! he has gone to heaven, to be crowned in
glory, through the all-redeeming merits of Christ the Lord.’
This is all nonsense. Such a character never will see heaven.”
—Brigham Young, 1860, Journal of Discourses, vol. 8, p. 61

SALVATION: True, ultimate “salvation” in the Biblical
sense is found in complete reliance upon Christ’s atonement
for our personal righteous standing before the Heavenly
Father (2 Corinthians 5:21). Nothing we can do can make us
more acceptable to God, for by adding works to faith for
salvation, one ends up “falling from grace” (Galatians 5:4).
While God has “ordained” us to good works, these works are
not the CAUSE but merely the RESPONSE to true LIVING
faith (Ephesians 2:8-10). They are the sign that proves
whether a person has a living faith which saves or a dead
faith which cannot save (James 2:14, 17).

JAMES 2:10: “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet
offend in one point, he is guilty of all.”

GALATIANS 5:4: “Christ is become of no effect unto you,
whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from
grace.”

ROMANS 11:6: “And if by grace, then is it no more of
works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works,
then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.”
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(DP 49)

“One of the most fallacious doctrines originated by Satan and
propounded by man is that man is saved alone by the grace of
God; that belief in Jesus Christ alone is all that is needed for
salvation.”—Apostle Spencer W. Kimball (who later became 12
Prophet), The Miracle of Forgiveness, 1969, p. 206 (DP 50)

“The second greatest heresy in Christendom is that men are
saved by grace alone without works, merely by confessing the

Lord Jesus with their lips.”—Bruce R. McConkie, The Millennial

Messiah, p. 77 (DP 51)

“The Sectarian Dogma of Justification by Faith. Alone has
exercised an influence for evil.”—James E. Talmage, The

Articles of Faith (1890), 1966ed., p. 479 (DP 52)

“This grace is an enabling power that allows men and women to
lay hold on eternal life and exaltation after they have expended
their own best efforts.”—LDS Bible Dictionary, p. 697 (DP 53)

“...for we know that it is by grace that we are saved, after all
we can do.”—2 Nephi 25:23 (DP 54)

“After this instruction, you will be responsible for your own sins;
it is a desirable honor that you should so walk before our
heavenly Father as to save yourselves; we are all responsible to
God for the manner we improve the light and wisdom given by
our Lord to enable us to save ourselves.”—Teachings of the
Prophet Joseph Smith, compiled by Joseph Fielding Smith, 1976,
p. 227 (DP 55)

“...keeping the commandments of God will cleanse away the
stain of sin.”—Brigham Young, 1853, Journal of Discourses,
vol. 2, p. 4 (DP 56)

EPHESIANS 2:8-10: “For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them,”

TITUS 3:7: “That being justified by his grace, we should be
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”

ROMANS 5:1: “Therefore being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ....”

GALATIANS 3:8, 24-25: “And the scripture, foreseeing that
God would justify the heathen through faith.... Wherefore the
law was our schoolmaster o bring us unto Christ, that we might
be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no
longer under a schoolmaster.”

ROMANS 3:20-22, 28: “Therefore by the deeds of the law there
shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God without
the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the
prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is
no difference....Therefore we conclude that a man is justified
by faith without the deeds of the law.”

ROMANS 4:4-8: “Now to him that worketh is the reward not
reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is
counted for righteousness. Even as David also describeth the
blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness
without works, saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are
forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to
whom the Lord will not impute sin.”

PHILIPPIANS 3:9: “And be found in him, not having mine
own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God
by faith.”

JOHN 6:28-29: “Then said they unto him, What shall we do,
that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered and said
unto them, This is the work of God, that ye belleve on him
whom he hath sent.”

1 JOHN 5:11-13: “And this is the record, that God hath given
to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the
Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.
These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of
the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life.....”
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COLOSSIANS 3:3: “For ye are dead, and your life is hid with
Christ in God.”

HEBREWS 10:10, 14: “...we are sanctified - through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all....For by one
offering he hath perfected forever them that are sanctified.”

LDS GOSPEL PLAN—PREXISTENCE: Mormonism asserts
‘| that humans were born first as spirit beings to heavenly
parents in a “spirit world.” There each person exercised his
“free agency” (free will) and chose whether he would follow
Heavenly Father or Satan. One third of the spirits followed
Satan and became the demons who are punished by forever
being denied bodies of flesh and bones. The rest of the spirits
who chose to follow Heavenly Father in the preexistence are
rewarded by gaining a human tabernacle through physical
birth. Those who were “most valiant” in the fight against
Satan are rewarded with white skin while those who were
“less valiant” are cursed with dark skin.

“ ‘We were made first spiritual [i.e. in heaven] and afterwards
temporal [i.e. on this earth.]” "—Brigham Young, quoted in
Joseph Fielding Smith’s Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, 1954,
p. 97 (DP 57)

“ ‘All men and women are in the similitude of the universal
Father and Mother, and are literally the sons and daughters of
Deity’; as spirits they were the ‘offspring of celestial parentage.’
(Man: His Origin and Destiny, pp. 351, 355)” —Bruce R.
McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 589 (DP 58)

“In contrast to Lucifer’s plan of placing mortal beings on earth
and bringing them back to God through no efforts of their own,
Jesus sustained God’s plan....To Him free agency was basic in
furthering the growth of human personality.”—Milton R. Hunter,
The Gospel Through the Ages, 1945, p. 16 (DP 59)

“Because our Heavenly Father chose Jesus Christ to be our
Savior, Satan became angry and rebelled. There was war in
heaven. Satan and his followers fought against Jesus and his
followers....One-third of the spirits in heaven were punished
for following Satan: they were denied the right to receive
mortal bodies. Because we are here on earth and have mortal
bodies, we know that we chose to follow Jesus Christ and our
Heavenly Father.... When he became our Savior, he did his part
to help us return to our heavenly home. It is now up to each of
us to do our part and become worthy of exaltation.”—Gospe!/
Principles, 1992ed., pp. 18-19 (DP 60)

BIBLICAL GOSPEL—MAN’S ORIGIN: Clearly making a
distinction between Christ’s pre-existence and mankind’s
creation, the Bible reveals that man did not have a spiritual
existence prior to his human existence. Far from the racist
claims of Mormonism, the Biblical God shows no partiality
between race of meén, for all of mankind is regarded as equal
in His eyes. According to the Bible, a third of God’s angels
were cast out of Heaven for endeavoring to usurp God’s
authority by following Satan whose desire is to “be like” God.
This battle which occurred in the spiritual realm has
absolutely nothing to do with the black race.

1 CORINTHIANS 15:46: “Howbeit that was not first which
is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which
is spiritual.”

JOHN 8:23: “And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I
am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world.”

ZECHARIAH 12:1: “The burden of the word of the LORD for
Israel, saith the LORD, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and
layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man
within him.” :

GALATIANS 3:28: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye
are all one in Christ Jesus.”

COLOSSIANS 3:10-11: “And have put on the new man, which
is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:
Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor
uncircumecision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ
is all, and in all.”

ROMANS 2:11; 3:22: “For there is no respect of persons with
God....Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no
difference....”

¢ See also Zechariah 3:1-5.
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“One-third of the spirit hosts of heaven came out in open
rebellion and were cast out without bodies, becoming the devil
and his angels....The other two-thirds stood affirmatively for
Christ; there were no neutrals....Those who were less valiant in
pre-existence...are known to us as the negroes. Such spirits are
sent to earth through the lineage of Cain, the mark put upon him
for his rebellion against God and his murder of Abel being a
black skin....The negroes are not equal with other races where
the receipt of certain spiritual blessings are concerned...but this
inequality is not of man’s origin. It is the Lord’s doing....”
—Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 1966ed., pp. 526-527
(DP 61-62)

“The race and nation in which men are born in this world is a
direct result of their pre-existent life.”—Bruce R. McConkie,
Mormon Doctrine, 1986ed., p. 616 (DP 63)

ISATAH 14:12-14: “How art thou fallen from heaven, O
Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the
ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in
thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne
above the stars of God:...I will ascend above the heights of the
clouds; I will be like the most High.”

REVELATION 12:3-5, 7-9: “And there appeared another
wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon....And his tail
drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to
the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was
ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was
born. And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all
nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up to God,
and fo his throne....And there was war in heaven: Michael and
his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and
his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place found any
more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old
serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole
world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast
out with him.”

LDS GOSPEL PLAN—MORTAL PROBATION: Claiming
that: “As man is, God once was; as God is man may
become,”” it is the goal of every faithful Latter-day Saint to
earn his exaltation to Godhood by going through “mortal
probation” (earthly life) and living all the “ordinances” of the
LDS gospel. Asserting that Adam and Eve were unable to
have children prior to Adam’s transgression, Mormonism
teaches that the Fall of Adam was a necessary step in the
Gospel Plan.

“...the Father’s pre-existent offspring were endowed with agency
and subjected to the provisions of the laws ordained for their
government....The pre-existent life was thus a period
—undoubtedly an infinitely long one—of probation, progression,
and schooling....Mortal progression and testing is a
continuation of what began -in pre-existence.” —Bruce R.
McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 590 (DP 64)

“Men came to earth consciously to obtain their schooling, their
training and development, and to perfect themselves....”
—Spencer W. Kimball, The Miracle of Forgiveness, p. 7

(DP 65)

“Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Savior, has given us our map
— a code of laws and commandments whereby we might attain
perfection and, eventually, godhood. This set of laws and
ordinances is known as the gospel of Jesus Christ, and it is the
only plan which will exalt mankind.”—Spencer W. Kimball,

BIBLICAL GOSPEL—MAN’S HUMAN STATE: Although
God created man in “his own image” (Genesis 1:26-27), it was
never God’s intention that humans become God
(Ezekiel 28:2, 8-9). The “image” that God gave mankind is a
spiritual image of displaying God’s attributes such as love,
peace, and righteousness (Colossians 3:10). Being perfect and
complete in this state (prior to the transgression), Adam and
Eve were able to have a relationship with God as there was
no sin to separate them from fellowship with Him.

Since “sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4) and
“God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any
man” (James 1:13), God would never have placed Adam and
Eve in a position where they would have to sin in order to
fulfill His first commandment to have children.

Just as Satan desired to become “like” God (Isaiah 14:12-14)
and gained a following among God’s angels; so Satan
proceeded to entice Adam and Eve with the same lie: “...ye
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:5) When
Adam and Eve disobeyed by partaking of the forbidden fruit,
their sin against God caused a break in fellowship with God
with the result that all men are born with a sinful nature.
The only way this relationship with God can be restored is
through spiritual adoption out of Satan’s family (John 8:44)
into God’s family (John 1:12). By following these two steps,
one is able to “become” a true child of God:

7 5% Prophet Lorenzo Snow, quoted in The Gospel Through the Ages, 1945, by Milton R. Hunter, pp. 105-106
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The Miracle of Forgiveness, p. 6 (DP 65)

“When Adam and Eve were placed in the Garden of Eden, they
were not yet mortal. They were not able to have children....God
commanded them to have children....God told them they could
| freely eat of every tree in the garden except one, the tree of
knowledge of good and evil.”—Gospel Principles, p. 32

(DP 66)

“Adam found himself in a position that made it impossible for
him to obey both of the specific commandments given by the
Lord....He deliberately and wisely decided to stand by the first
and greater commandment....”—James E. Talmage, The Articles
of Faith, (1890), 1966ed., p. 65 (DP 67)

“The choice that they made raises Adam and Eve to pre-
eminence among all who have come on earth....The ‘Fall’ and
the consequent redeeming act of Jesus became the most glorious
events in the history of mankind.”—Apostle John A. Widtsoe,
Evidences And Reconciliations, 1960, arranged by G. Homer
Durham, p. 194 (DP 68)

“In Joseph Smith’s philosophy of existence Adam and Eve were
raised to a foremost place among the children of men, second
only to the Savior. Their act was to be acclaimed. They were
the greatest figures of the ages. The so-called ‘fall’ became a
necessary, honorable act in carrying out the plan of the
Almighty.”—John A. Widtsoe, Joseph Smith—Seeker After
Truth, 1951, p. 160 (DP 69)

“There are situations, however, in which it is possible to
transgress a law without committing a sin, as in the case of
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. (2 Ne. 2:22-23.)...1t is
proper and according to the scriptural pattern to speak of the
transgression of Adam, but not the sin of Adam.”—Bruce R.
McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 804 (DP 70)

1) Recognize that you are a sinner and that apart from
Christ, you are destined for eternal punishment.
(Romans 3:23; 6:23)

Place your complete trust in Christ. alone, accepting His
payment for your sin as being totally sufficient to cleanse
you of your sin and to make you worthy before God.
(1 John 1:9)

2)

JOHN 1:12: “But as many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on
his name....”

COLOSSIANS 3:10: “And have put on the new man, which is
renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created
him:”

JOHN 8:44: “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of
your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning,
and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar,
and the father of it.”

GENESIS 3:4-5, 8: “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye
shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods,
knowing good and evil....And they heard the voice of the LORD
God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD
God amongst the trees of the garden.”

ISAIAH 59:1-2: “Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened,
that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear; But
your iniquities have separated between you and your God,
and your sins have hid kis face from you, that he will not
hear.”

EZEKIEL 28:2, 8-9: “Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus,

'| Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and

thou hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst
of the seas; yet thou ar? a man, and not God, though thou set
thine heart as the heart of God:...They shall bring thee down to
the pit, and thou shalt die the deaths of them that are slain in the
midst of the seas. Wilt thou yet say before him that slayeth thee,
I am God? but thou shalt be a man, and no God, in the hand of
him that slayeth thee.”

JAMES 1:13: “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither
tempteth he any man:”

1 JOHN 3:4: “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the
law: for sin is the transgression of the law.”
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ROMANS 5:12, 19; 6:23: “Wherefore, as by one man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned;...For as by one man’s
disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of
one shall many be made righteous....For the wages of sin is
death....”

3

EPHESIANS 2:3: “...and were by nature the children of
wrath, even as others.”

PSALM 51:5, 9-11: “Behold, I was sharpen in iniquity; and
in sin did my mother conceive me....Hide thy face from my
sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart,

'O God;...Cast me not away from thy presence;”

LDS GOSPEL PLAN—ETERNAL LIFE: Ultimate Salvation
in Mormonism consists in earning an inheritance in the
CELESTIAL KINGDOM (the highest of the three kingdoms
in Mormonism). Only the most worthy Mormons will end up
in this kingdom in which Mormon couples (who have been
married for “time and eternity”) will continue on throughout
the “eternities” producing “spirit children” of their own to fill
planets like our earth to forever repeat the cycle of “mortal
probation” and “exaltation.” The rest of mankind (except the
“sons of perdition”—i.e., apostates) will end up in either the
TERRESTRIAL KINGDOM (the place where both good
Mormons and good non-Mormon people will reside) or in the
TELESTIAL KINGDOM where wicked men such as
murders and thieves will abide after they have been punished
for their sins in a temporary Hell.

Those who died prior to having an opportunity to accept the
LDS gospel are kept in a “SPIRIT PRISON” where they are
taught the LDS Gospel and await entry into one of these three
kingdoms after baptism “by proxy” has been performed for
them by Latter-day Saints here on earth. Thus, Mormonism
claims: :

“The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid upon
us is to seek after our dead....And so you can see how far you
can be a savior.”—Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith,
compiled by Joseph Fielding Smith, 1976, pp. 356-357 (DP 71)

“...though held captive in the spirit prison, these prisoners of
hope looked forward with desire and expectation to their
redemption....a redemption that would be complete only after
baptism for the dead had been performed for them in this mortal
sphere where there is water.”—Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon
Doctrine, p. 601 (DP 72)

“In the spirit prison are the spirits of those who have not yet
received the gospel of Jesus Christ....Also in the spirit prison are

BIBLICAL GOSPEL—MAN’S ETERNAL DESTINY: Jesus
contrasted the “wide” road that leads to destruction with the
“narrow” road that leads to life. While there are degrees of
punishment in Hell and degrees of reward in heaven, never
does the Bible indicate that there are levels of heaven which
all but a very few people will attain. There will be no second
chance for those who reject Christ here on earth, for “it is
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.”
(Hebrews 9:27) Not only is it impossible for a man to
“redeem his brother” through researching genealogy in order
to be baptized on behalf of dead relatives, but it is impossible
to obtain a so-called “celestial marriage” due to the fact that
there will be no marriages in heaven.

MATTHEW 7:13-14: “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is
the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction,
and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate,

and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there
be that find it.”

MATTHEW 7:21-23: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in
thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”

JOHN 3:36: “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath
of God abideth on him.”

2 THESSALONIANS 1:8-9: “In flaming fire taking
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from
the glory of his power;”
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those who rejected the gospel after it was preached to them on
earth or in the spirit prison. These spirits suffer in a condition
known as hell.... After suffering in full for their sins, they will
be allowed to inherit the lowest degree of glory, which is the
telestial kingdom.”—Gospel Principles, 1992ed., p. 292 (DP 73)

“Most of the adult people...will go to the ftelestial
kingdom.... They will be the endless hosts of people of all ages
who have lived after the manner of the world;...rather than accept
the testimony of Jesus; who have been liars and thieves, sorcerers
and adulterers, blasphemers and murderers.... Thus, for those who
are heirs of some salvation, which includes all except the sons of
perdition...hell has an end....”—Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon
Doctrine, pp. 778,351 (DP 74-75)

“In the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, there is no
hell. All will find a measure of salvation.... The gospel of Jesus
Christ has no hell in the old proverbial sense.”—John A.
Widtsoe, Joseph Smith—Seeker After Truth, 1951, p. 178

(DP 76)

“To attain a terrestrial kingdom it is necessary to abide a
terrestrial law, which consists in living an upright, honorable
life but one that does not conform to the standards whereby the
human soul is sanctified by the Spirit.”—Bruce R. McConkie,
Mormon Doctrine, p. 784 (DP 77)

“Exaltation consists in gaining a fulness of celestial glory....An
inheritance in this glorious kingdom is gained by complete
obedience to gospel or celestial law....so celestial marriage puts
a couple on the path leading to an exaltation in the highest heaven
of that world.”—Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, pp.
116-117 (DP 78-79) .

“Benefits of Eternal Marriage...Some of the blessings we can
enjoy for eternity are as follows: 1. We can live in the highest
degree of the celestial kingdom of God. 2. We can be exalted as
God is and receive a fulness of joy. 3. We can, at some future
time, increase our family by having spirit children.”—Gospe!
Principles, 1992ed., p. 243 (DP 80)

MATTHEW 25:46: “And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”

HEBREWS 9:27; 10:27, 29: “And as it is appointed unto men
once to die, but after this the judgment....But a certain fearful
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall
devour the adversaries....Of how much sorer punishment,
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who...hath done despite
unto the Spirit of grace.”

REVELATION 14:10-11; 20:12, 14-15: “The same shall drink
of the wine of the wrath of God...and he shall be tormented with
fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the
presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their torment
ascendeth up forever and ever: and they have no rest day nor
night, who worship the beast and his image....And I saw the
dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were
opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of
life....and death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is
the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the
book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”

MARK 9:43-44: “And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is
better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to
go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: Where
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.”

PSALM 49:7: “None of them can by any means redeem his
brother, nor give to God a ransom for him:”

1 TIMOTHY 1:4: “Neither give heed to fables and endless
genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly edifying

‘which is in faith: so do.”

TITUS 3:9: “But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and
contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable
and vain.”

MATTHEW 22:30: “For in the resurrection they neither
marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God
in heaven.” :

ISATAH 8:20; 9:15-16: “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in
them....the prophet that teacheth lies, he is the tail. For the leaders of this people cause them to err; and they that are led of them

are destroyed. ”
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SALVATION

eousness to the end of one’s mortal
probation. (D. & C. 20:29; 2 Ne.
9:23-24.) All others are damned, for
as Amulek said: “How can ye be
saved except ye inherit the king-
dom of heaven?’ Further: Christ
“shall come into the world to re-
deemn his people; and he shall take
upon him the transgressions of
those who believe on his name;
and these are they that shall have
eternal life, and salvation cometh
to none else. Therefore the wicked
remain as though there had been
no redemption made, except it be
the loosing of the bands of death;
for behold, the day cometh that all
shall rise from the dead and stand
before God, and be judged accord-
ing to their works.” (Alma 11:37-
41.)

Even those in the celestial king-
dom, however, who do not go on to
exaltation, will have immortality
only and not eternal life. Along
with those of the telestial and ter-
restrial worlds they will be “min-
istering servants, to minister for
those who are worthy of a far
more, and an exceeding, and an
eternal weight of glory.” They will
live “separately and singly” in an
unmarried state “without exalta-
tion, in their saved condition, to
all eternity.” (D. & C. 132:16-17.)

3. Salvation in_its true and full
meaning is synonymous with exal-
tation or eternal life and consists
in gaining an inheritance in the

highest of the three heavens within-

the celestial kingdom. With few
exceptions this is the salvation

SALVATION BY GRACE

of which the scriptures speak. It
is the salvation which the saints
seek. It is of this which the Lord
says, “There is no gift greater than
the gift of salvation.” (D. & C.
6:13.) This full salvation is ob-
tained in and through the contin-
uation of the family unit in etern-
ity, and those who obtain it are
gods. (D. & C. 131:1-4; 132.)

Full salvation is attained by vir-
tue of knowledge, truth, righteous-
ness, and all true principles. Many
conditions must exist in order to
make such salvation available to
men. Without the atonement, the
gospel, the priesthood, and the seal-
ing power, there would be no sal-
vation. Without continuous revel-
ation, the ministering of angels,
the working of miracles, the pre-
valence of gifts of the spirit, there
would be no salvation. If it had
not been for Joseph Smith and
the restoration, there would be no
salvation. There is no salvation
outside The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. (Doctrines of
Salvation, vol. 2, pp. 1-350.)

SALVATION BY GRACE.

See ATONEMENT OF CHRIST,
ETERNALLIFE, EXALTATION, GRACE
oF GoD, IMMORTALITY, RESURREC-
TION, SALVATION. Since all good
things come by the grace of God
(that is, by his love, mercy, and
condescension), it follows that sal-
vation itself—in all its forms and
degrees—is bestowed because of
this infinite goodness. However,
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FALSE PROPHETS

preach saving truths, should it come as any surprise to find minis-
ters of Satan teaching damning lies? What a terrible thing it is to
teach false doctrines that lead men carefully down to hell! Should
we be shocked to hear Nephi acclaim: “And all those who preach
false doctrines, . . . wo, wo, wo be unto them, saith the Lord God
Almighty, for they shall be thrust down to hell!” (2 Ne. 28:15.)
6. The teachings of false prophets deny God and the Godhead.
Just as some shall gain etemal life by worshipping the true and
living God, so shall others inherit eternal damnation by worship-
~ ping false gods. The greatest truths known to man are that God is a
personal being in whose image we are made, that he is our Father,
and that we have power to become as he is. The greatest heresy
found in Christendom is that God is a spirit, an essence that fills
immensitx, an uncreated force or power having neither body,
parts, nor passions.
The heart and core and center of revealed religion is that the
Son of God atoned for the sins of the world, that he abolished death
- Sothat all shall rise in the resurrection, and that he made salvation
available on conditions of obedience. The second greatest heresy
in Christendom is that men are saved by grace alone without
Wworks, merely by confessing the Lord Jesus with their lips.
The greatest gift men can receive in this life is the gift of the
“Holy Ghost and the resultant revelation and gifts of the Spirit that
thereby come into their lives. And the third greatest heresy in
ristendom is the teaching that God is dead, that he has done his
Work in times past, and that there are not gifts and signs and mira-
cles today.

T{'ue prophets teach the true doctrines; false prophets teach

eresies,

1. The teachings of false prophets destroy the family unit and
deny the purposes of God.

Our whole purpose in life, the very reason for our mortal pro-
Dation, is to enable us to create for ourselves eternal family units
Patterned afier the family of God our Father. Those who so obtain
Will have eternal life, and it is the very glory of God to lead his
hildren 15 thg high state. :

€re among all the ministers of the world are there any who
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truly divine grandeur of something that might engage

the mind of any mortal on a clear night—the stars of cre-
ation—God could go on to teach the even greater signifi-
cance of something that one pondering the heavens might

. consider—the role of the Lord of creation. - BT
Abraham learned that just as one planet or staris

greater than another until one comes to Kolob—the great

governing one (see Abr. 3:9)-—so, too, one spirit is greater -
than another until one comes to Jesus Christ—the great
governing one (see Abr. 3:19, 24). A careful comparison of
the characteristics of Kolob with the characteristics of Jesus.
 Christ demonstrates that Kolob was, and is, a profound
. symbol of the Savior We offer a few examples. Justas -
- Kolob is “the great one” (Abr 3:3), so Jesus Chiist is “the
- Great I AM” (D&C 29:1). Just as Kolob is “the first creation”
{Facsimile 2, fig: 1), so Jesus Christ is the first creation—"the
firstborn” (D&C 93:21) of our Father’s most important cre-
ations, his children. Just as Kolob is the source of light for
- other stars and planets (see Facsimile 2, fig. 5), Jesus Christ
is the source of light for the immensity of -
space, including the sun, moon, stars, and
earth (D&C 88:5-13). Truly, the book of
Abrahamisa remarkable text, preserving
-a unique testimony of Jesus Christ written
in the design of the physical universe and
emphasizing again that all thingsdoin-
- -deed testify of the Savior (see Moses 6:63). -
llluminated and fortified by this soul-
expanding knowledge, Abraham was
better prepared (as are we) to compre-
‘hend theloftiest, most ennobling and
significant of the truths assodated with
existence itself. That truth is the reason for
‘the creation of the heavens and earth,
‘the placement of life thereon, and the
-role of Jesus Christ in this grand scheme.

Jesus CHRIST AND THE ETERNAL PLAN

Abraham learned that the central events of the plan of
salvation all proceeded according to a divine blueprint.
Taken back in time in a very personal way to our premor-
tal state of existence (see Abr. 3:23), he was shown Jesus
Christ’s role in the Father’s pre-earth preparations and
learned that the Savior was, indeed, “a God before he was
born into this world.”* Abraham wrote of the leadership
role that the Lord Jesus Christ took in the Creation:

“And there stood one among them that was like unto
God, and he said unto-those who were with him: We -
will go down, for there is space there, and we will take
of these materials, and we will make an earth whereon
these may dwell” (Abr. 3:24). :

Abraham was shown the eternal nature of the plan of
salvation and was taught that the earth was purposely cre-
ated as a schooling and testing ground in “all things” (Abr.
3:25), and learned that rich and everlasting rewards (“glory
added upon their heads for ever and ever”) are reserved
for those who remain faithful to the plan of the Father
(Abr. 3:26). It is on this point that Abraham's record makes

.aton thus tau

another singular contribution to our understanding of
premortality, dlarifying what otherwise would be an ob-

scure phrase found elsewhere in one verse of the New

~ Testament. Only Abraham and Jude speak of our premor-

tal condition as the “first estate” (Jude 1:6, Abr. 3:26).

In that one verse, Jude speaks of certain angels not
keeping their “first estate” and thus leaving “their own
habitation.” But only from Abraham do we learn that.
these angels were in fact spirit children in the presence

- of God, that the habitation they left was God's presence,

that they departed because théy chose to follow Satan
rather than God and Jesus Christ, and that in this “first
estate” God's children lived as independent identities,

exercising moral agency in the Father’s presence. Were

it not for the book of Abraham, much of our basic un-
derstanding of the structure, sociality, and history of
our premortal existence would be missing. Only
Abraham’s remarkable record speaks of mortality’s
probationary period as the “second estate,” given as
an endowment to all those who kept
their first estate (Abr. 3:26).

The keystone of the Father’s plan

& keystone of the Atonement was the se-

g lection of the Son in premortality to be

£ the executor, the one who put into op-

¢ eration all of the terms and conditions

g of the plan—the one who would be

£ our Savior. According to the book of

£ Abraham, the selection of the Savior

% was the first major event in bringing to

g pass the Father’s plan.

2 “And the Lord said: Whom shall I

% send? And one answered like unto the

% Son of Man: Here am I, send me. And

2 another answered and said: Here am I,
send me. And the Lord said: I will send

the first” (Abr. 3:27). - .

The Prophet Joseph Smith taught that “at the first
organization in heaven we were all present, and saw
the Savior chosen and appointed and the plan of salva-
tion made, and we sanctioned it.””> Abraham’s record is
the earliest scriptural account we possess of this essen-
tial truth.*

In the book of Abraham we have clear

the creative efforts of the Gods in or: nizing and formin
the earth and heavens (see Abr. 4:1 ; Such 1anggage as-

ression of

sumes the existence of materials before the creabion o this
earth began, and it corroborates the earlier statement in
Abraham 3:24: “we will take of Hiese muaterigls, and we will
make an earth” (emphasis added). The doctrine of cre-
tin Abraham o s the notion of a cre-
ation ex nihilo (literally, creation “out of nothing’). Italso
fits perfectly with the original Hebrew verb bara ", used in
the Hebrew Bible account of the Creation. This Hebrew
term and its Semitic cognates Literally mean to form, to
shape out, to fashion by cutting already existing material.”
In this connection the Prophet Joseph Smith taught:

“You ask the learned doctors why they say the world

g of salvation is the Atonement, and the ™
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‘Crown of gospél is upon our heads’

res. Hinckley
veaks to 6,600
1 Paris, Geneva

VEVA, SWITZERLAND

4 resident Gordon B. Hinckley
3 paused for a2 moment while ad-
g dressing members of the Church
A from Switzerland and southern
- = 10 revel in the beauty of that part
- world. i
the mountains. the Alps which
m the valleys of Germany and
d. the great rivers which flow
..rers from melted snow, the crystal
‘he forests. villages. farms,” he

.+ the most beautiful thing I have
< not the mountains. not the rivers,
ikes but vou. my faithful broth-
sisters. giving strength to one

ient Hinckley was in Europe to
the Preston England Temple
dress meetings in three other
Prior to dedicating the temple
he spoke in Paris. France, on
Frankfurt. Germany. on June 5:
.-neva. Switzerland. on June 6. (See
¢ 13 Church News for coverage of
1ple dedication and President
v's address in Frankfurt,

President Hinckley addressed
1ex in the Versaille Chapel dur-
.. afternoon of June 4. and spoke to
members from the Paris France
France East stakes. as well as
srom the Caen. Tours and
districts that evening in the Les
.iaides Convention Center in Paris.
.;eneva. President Hinckley ad-
L:ed 4.200 members from the five
.-» of Nice France Lyon France. Ge-
. Switzerland. Zurich Switzerland and

I

.:neva by reflecting on the growth of
nurch in Europe since he attended

.2y conference tn Munich. Germany,
ago

4 miracle what has happened in
23 vears. "Meost of you are

“How you appreciate those who be-
friended and loved you. I plead with you
to reach out in love, in friendship; in com-
panionship to the new converts of the
Church. Let them feel, in you, an anchor
in the storm they encounter; an anchor of
faith, truth, and friendship.

“With all our numbers, we are still a
small group in the midst of the popula-
tion of this world,” he continued.

“The crown of the gospel of Jesus
Christ is upon our head. In this dispensa-
tion, the Lord has declared that this
Chureh is ‘the only true and living Church
upon the face of the whole earth.””

President Hinckley then related an ex-
perience from his mission in England
when a young man came to his door.

“He was soaking wet,” remembered
President Hinckl:g.

*‘When I joined the Church,’ said the
young man, ‘my father asked me to leave,
the athletic club where I belonged

New mission president

been called by the First Presiden-
cy. He and his wife will begin
.t service in the Florida Orlando Mis-
+ about July 1. .
\!ma Paul King, 62, Fiddlers Canyon
.-d. Cedar City Utah Canyon View
ke: patriarch: former stake president,
'~ councilor, bishop and counselor;
.~ch Educational System area direc-
received bachelor’s degree in educa-
-.a] instruction and master’s degree in
.cational administration from BYU,

3; nother new mission president has

: doctorate in educational administra-.

srom Utah State University; born in
-and, Utah, to Alma W and Lucille
.« King; married Mar Jean Andrea-
:our children. She is Relief Society
sassionate service leader and secre-
- stake patriarch; former stake Re-
<aciety board member, ward Relief

. teacher, inservice leader, coun-

Alma Paul and Mar Jean King

selor in Primary presidency, and Primary
teacher; attended LDS Busi College
and BYU; born in Magna, Utah, to John
Leslie and Myrtie Hardman Andreason.

a5

dropped me, the girl I wanted to marry
told me that she could not marry me be-
cause 1 was a Mormon.’ He also had no
work.

« asked: him-why do you not leave the
Church so you can go back to your father,
to your work and to the others?

“He cried, and said, ‘I could not do
that. I know it is true regardless what
happens to me. I cannot leave it.’

“] watched him as he walked away.
There was, in him, the strength of the
Church, not in the buildings, not.in the
facilities, but in the hearts of members.
The same is true for you. You carry the
truth. There is no alternative but to go

forward.

1 feel blessed to be here in Geneva
which harbored the reformers, gave asy-
lum to those who spoke with a different
voice, who spoke with the truth as they
found it.

“] believe that the Reformation was in--

spired by God to lay the foundation for
another time when an angel would come
to preach the gospel. I salute the men of
the Reformation- such as Luther. They
knew loneliness, but they stood up. Some
gave their lives.

“Joseph Smith knew loneliness, even at
14 years of age: He was reviled and perse-
cufed. We can see his loneliness when he
?u‘}h "Why persecute me for telling the

“Brothers and sisters,” he said in- con-
clusion, “I remind you that when you
have embraced the gospel, you need to
stand even if it means Joneliness for you.

“The world may scowl at you, friends
may ridicule- you, but. your testimony
must thrive in your life. Walk boldly, qui-
etly, but with confidence and assurancein
your life.” ’

Accompanying President Hinckley on
the tour was his wife; Marjorie, who
spoke during the member meeting of her
happiness and her testimony.

his remarks in Paris, President
Hinckley said the most beautiful thing in
all of this great nation is those who have
in their hearts a conviction that this work
is true. “Each of you has the opportunity
and the responsibility of gaining that

Children in Geneva, Switzerland,
line a staircase for the oppor-
tunity to speak for a few minutes
with President Gordon B. Hinckley.

I plead with you to
reach outin love, in
Jriendship, in
companionship to the
new converts of
the Church.

President Gordon B. Hinckley

conviction.”

“How?" he asked, and then mentioned
three ways: serving in the Church. read-
ing His sacred word and simply living the

gospel. .

Continuing, he said: “1 am grateful for
the marvelous blessings of the Lord, and
that I can stand before you this night my
beloved brethren and sisters, and lift my
voice in testimony of the truth of this
work. . . . When all is said and done. the
most important thing I can do, T believe.
is to speak out without equivocation and
say that I know that God, our Eternal Fa-
ther, lives. He is the great Almighty.”

In bearing testimony of Jesus Christ.
President Hinckley spoke of those out-
side the Church who say Latter-day
Saints “do not believe in the traditional
Christ. No, I don’t. The traditional Christ
of whom they speak is not the Christ of
whom 1 speak. For the Christ of whom 1

has been revealed in this the Dis-
tion of the Fulness of Times. He.
together with His Father, appeared to the

. boy Joseph Smith in the year 1820, and

when Joseph left the grove that day. he
kmew more of the nature of God than all
the learned ministers of the gospel of the
ages.

“Am I Christian? Of course I am. I be-
lieve in Christ. I talk of Christ. I pray
through Christ. I'm trying to follow Him
and live His gospel in my life.”

Following President Hinckley's visit to
Paris, Elder Alain A. Petion, an Area Au-
thority Seventy, described the sense of
unity and love that prevailed following
the member meeting.

“Looking over the congregation from
the stand as everyone was waving fare-
well to President and Sister Hinckley,” he
said, “there was a moment when all the
waving hands swayed from side to side in
harmony, as if everyone were in one
accord.

«Sister Hinckley mentioned in her talk
how being in the meeting seemed to lift
her off the ground,” he continued. "After
the meeting, members came up to me and
said that the experience was so edifying,
it seemed that they, too, were lifted off
the ground.”
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FALL oF Apam

l-came.

hat first edenic day, Adam
1l in the presence of God,
hom he walked and talked
'm whom he received coun-
commandments. (Moses 3;
had temporal life because
it was housed in a temporal
ne made from the dust of
h. (Abra. 5:7.) He had Spir-
fe because he was in the
2 of God and was alive to
'gs of righeousness or of the
He had not yet come to
ite of mortal probation in
re found the testings and
quisite to a possible inheri-
eternal life. As yet the full
ge of good and evil had not
iced before him; and, what
aendously important in the
scheme of things, he could
children.

H these conditions, in the

ces of the Almighty, were 4

change. According to the
ned plan, Adam was to
: 18, “in the wisdom of him
weth all things” (2 Ne. 2:
m was to introduce mor-
id all that attends it, so
* ‘opportunity for eternal
on and perfection might be
> all the spirit children of
BI.
iformity with the will of
» Adam fell both spirity-
d  temporally. Spiritual
tered the world, meaning
was cast out of the pres-
he Lord and died as per-
» the things of the Spirit

FALSE CHRisTs

which are the things of righteous-
ness. Temporal death also entered
the world, meaning that man and
all created. things became mortal,
and blood became the life preserv-
ing element in the natural body.
In this mortal condition it became

possible for the body and the spirit _

to separate, a separation which by
definition is the natural or tem-
poral death. (Alma 42:6-12; D. &
C. 29:40-42.)

In this state of mortality, sub-
ject to both spiritual and temporal
death, man thus was in a position
to be examined relative to his wor-
thiness to inherit eternal life. He
became subject to corruption, di-
sease, and all the ills of the flesh.
Spiritually he was required to walk
by faith rather than by sight; a
knowledge of good and evil could
now come to him by actual experi-
ence; and being mortal he could
now have children, thus providing
bodies for the pre-existent hosts.
“Adam fell that men might be.” (2
Ne. 2:19-25; Moses 5:11; 6:45-48;
Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, pp.
107-120.)

FALSE CHRISTS.

See  ANTICHRISTS, APOSTASY,
CHRIST, SaLvaTION, Our Lord
during his ministry foretold that in
the coming eras of apostate dark-
ness there would arise false proph-
ets and false Christs who would
deceive many, even if it were possi-
ble the very elect. Then he coun-
seled: “If they shall say unto you,

269

FALSE Gops

Behold, he is in the desert; go not
forth: behold, he is in the secret
chambers; believe it not.” (Matt. 24:
23-27; Mark 13:21-23; Jos. Smith
2:21-26.) .

Since then untold millions have
worshiped before the thrones of

false Christs. Some deluded fanat-

ics have bowed before persons pro-
fessing to be saviors or to have
the power to confer salvation.
Other hosts of misguided souls have
trekked to desert monasteries, to
mountain hermitages, to Jesuit re-
treats, and to the meeting places
of secret cults—all acting under
the specious asumption that in the
place of their choice they would
find Christ. Still others have made
money, power, worldly learning,
political preferment, or the gratifi-
cation of sensual lusts their God.
And virtually all the millions of
apostate Christendom have abased
themselves before the mythical

throne of a mythical Christ, whom
they vainly suppose to be a spirit
essence who is incorporeal, uncre-
ated, immaterial, and three-in-one
with the Father and Holy Spirit.

FALSE DOCTRINE.
See DOCTRINE.

FALSE DOCTRINES.
See HERESY.

FALSE GODS.
See APOsTasy, CREEDS, FALSE
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1670 ® DOCTRINAL EXPOSITIONS OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY

otherwise. Truth has but one source, and all revelations from heaven are
harmonious one with the other.

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is “the express image” of his Father’s
person (Hebrews 1:3). He walked the earth as a human being, as a perfect
man, and said, in answer to a question put to him: “He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father” (John 14:9). This alone ought to solve the problem to
the satisfaction of every thoughtful, reverent mind. It was in this form that
the Father and the Son, as two distinct personages, appeared to Joseph
Smith, when, as a boy of fourteen years, he received his first vision.

The Father of Jesus Christ is our Father also. Jesus himself taught this
truth, when he instructed his disciples how to pray: “Our Father which art in
heaven,” ete. Jesus, however, is the first born among all the sons of God—
the first begotten in the spirit, and the only begotten in the flesh. He is our

elder brother, and we, like him, are in the image of God. All men and
women are in the similitude of the universal Father and Mother, and are
literally sons and daughters of Deity.

Adam, our great progenitor, “the first man,” was, like Christ, a pre-
existent spirit, and, like Christ, he took upon him an appropriate body, the
body of a man, and so became a “living soul.” The doctrine of pre-existence
pours wonderful flood of light upon the otherwise mysterious problem of
man’s origin. It shows that man, as a spirit, was begotten and born of heav-
enly parents, and reared to maturity in the eternal mansions of the Father,
prior to coming upon the earth in a temporal body to undergo an experience
in_mortality.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, basing its belief on
divine revelation, ancient and modern, proclaims man to be the direct and
lineal offspring of Deity. By his Almighty power God organized the earth,
and all that it contains, from spirit and element, which exist co-eternally with
himself.

Man is the child of God, formed in the divine image and endowed with
divine attributes, and even as the infant son of an earthly father and mother

is capable in due time of becoming a man, so that undeveloped offspring of -

celestial parentage is capable, by experience through ages and aeons, of
evolving into a God.

HEBER J. GRANT

ANTHONY W. IVINS

CHARLES W. NIBLEY
First Presidency

THE FATHER AND THE SON: A DOCTRINAL EXPOSITION
BY THE FIRST PRESIDENCY AND THE TWELVE

The scriptures plainly and repeatedly affirm that God is the Creator of
the earth and the heavens and all things that in them are. In the sense so
expressed the Creator is an Organizer. God created the earth as an orga-
nized sphere; but He certainly did not create, in the sense of bringing into
primal existence, the ultimate elements of the materials of which the earth
consists, for “the elements are eternal” (D&C 93:33).

So also life is eternal, and not created; but life, or the vital force, may be
infused into organized matter, though the details of the process have not

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MoRMoNIsSH, vol. 4, 1992
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CHRIST .

KING oF HEAVEN, KING
EL, KinG oF Kings, KING
. JEWS, KING OF ZION,
¥ GoD, Law, LAWGIVER,
¥ CHRIST, LIGHT oF LIFE,
¥ THE WORLD, LION OF
3F JupaH; Locos, Lorb,
oD, LoRD oF GLORY, LORD
ts, Lorp oF Lorps, LOrD
ioTH, LORD OF THE HAR-
ORD OF THE SABBATH,
# THE VINEYARD, LORD
'ENT, Lorp Our RIGHT-
18, MANNA, MARRIAGE
-OF THE LaAMB, MARY,
, MEDIATION, MEDIATOR,
'EDEK, MESSENGER BEFORE
D, MESSENGER OF SALVA-
ESSENGER OF THE COVE-
MessiaH, MESSIAHSHIP,
¢ ‘PROPHECIES, MESSIAS,
R OF SALVATION, MOSES,
GH, NAME OF CHRIST, Naz-
OMEGUS, OMNIPOTENCE,
ISENCE, OMNISCIENCE,
36OTTEN, OUR LoRD, PAR-
PARACLETE, PASSION OF
PERSONIFICATION, PLAN OF
)N, POTENTATE, POTTER,
STENCE, PRINCE OF PEACE,
, PROPHET OF THE HIGH-
ROPHETS, PROPITIATION,
TOR, PURIFIER, QUETZAL-
RasBl, RECONCILIATION,
LOR, REDEEMER, RE-
N, REFINER, REST OF THE
ESTORER, RESURRECTION,
ICTION AND THE LIFE,
ORD, ROCK OF HEAVEN,
* Davip, RULER, SALVA-
JANCTIFICATION, = SAVIOR,
ApaM, SECOND COMING OF

CHRIST

CHRIST, SEED OF CHRIST, SERVANT,
SHILOH, SIGN OF JONAS, SIGN OF
THE CRoss, SoN, SoN AHMAN,
Son .oF DaviD, SoN oF Gob, SoN
oF JOSEPH, SON OF MaN, SoN OF
MaRrY, SoN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,
SoN OF THE ETERNAL - FATHER,
SoN OF THE EVERLASTING GoOD,
SoN oF THE HIGHEST, SON OF THE
L1vING GOD, SONG OF THE LAMB,
SPIRIT OF TRUTH, STEM OF JESSE,
STONE OF ISRAEL, SYMBOLISMS,
TESTATOR, : TETRAGRAMMATON,
THEOPHANIES, TRUE VINE, TRUTH,
UNPARDONABLE : SIN,  VIRGIN
BIRTH; WAY, TRUTH, AND LIFE;
WORD OF GobP, YAHWEH, YOKE OF
CHRIST. As far as man is concerned,
all things center in Christ. He is
the Firstborn of the Father. By
obedience and devotion to the
truth he attained that pinnacle of
intelligence which ranked him as a
God, as the Lord Omnipotent,
while yet in his pre-existent state.

As such he became, under the
_Father, the Creator of this earth
and of worlds without number;
and he was then chosen to work
out the infinite and eternal atone-
ment, to come to this particular
earth as the literal Son of the Fa-
ther, and to put the whole plan of
redemption, salvation, and exalta-
tion in operation.

Through him the gospel, all sav-
ing truths, and every edifying
principle have been revealed in all
ages. He is the Eternal Jehovah,
the promised Messiah, the Redeem-
er and Savior, the Way, the Truth,
and the Life. By him immortality

g, . CHRIST

and. eternal life become realities,

and through his grace and good-
ness, salvation is possible for all
who will believe and obey. .

He was born into this world as
the Son of Mary (inheriting from her
the power of mortality) and as the
Son of Man of Holiness (inheriting
from him the powers of immortal-
ity). In this life he received not of
the fulness at the first, but went
from grace to grace until, in the
final triumph of the resurrection, he
gained the fulness of all things; and
all power was given him both in
heaven and on earth. He has all
truth, all power, all knowledge; he
comprehends all things, is infinite
in all his attributes and powers;
and he has given a law unto all
things. C e

In due course he will come again,
in power, dominion, and glory to
reign with righteous men on earth
a thousand years. Thereafter, with
the righteous saints, he shall reign
to all eternity as King of Kings,
Lord of Lords, and God of Gods.
To his holy name, both now and
forever, be ascribed glory and
honor, power, riches, and domin-
jon, and an eternal fulness of all
things for endless ages. ~

If the sectarian world, or even the

_spiritually unenlightened in the

Church, had the slightest concept
of the dominion, exaltation, and
pre-eminence of our Lord both in
pre-existence, during his mortal
ministry, and now that he has
returned to his Father, it would
seem little short of direful and pre-
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SoN oF JOSEPH

7:10; 3 Ne. 9:15; D. & C. 6:21; Matt.
27:43; John 10:36; Moses 6:54.)
God the Father is a perfected,
glorified, holy Man, an immortal
Personage. And Christ was born
into the world as the literal Son of
this Holy Being; he was born in the
-same personal, real, and literal sense

that any mortal son is born to a

SoN oF MaN

parent of Jesus. (Matt. 12:46; 13:55;
Gal. 1:19.)

SON OF MAN.

See CHRIST, FATHER IN HEAVEN,
Gop, MAN oF HoLINESs, SoN, Son

AHMAN, SoN oF Gob. Christ is the

Son_of Man, meaning that his Fa.

mortal father. There is nothing

ther (the Eternal God!) is a HoTy

figurative about his paternity; he

Man. “In the language of Adam,

‘was begotten, conceived and born in
the normal and natural course of
events, for he is the Son of God,
and that designation means what it
says. (1 Ne. 11.)

2. Father Adam, the first man, is
also a son of God (Luke 3:38; Moses
6:22, 59), a fact that does not
change the great truth that Christ
is the Only Begotten in the flesh,
for Adam’s entrance into this world
was in immortality. He came here
before death had its beginning, with
its consequent mortal or flesh-
status of existence.

SON OF JOSEPH.

See CARPENTER’S SoON, CHRIST,
SoN oF Gop, SoN oF MaN, SON oF
Mary. When Jesus began his ac-
tive ministry he was “about thirty
years of age, being (as was sup-
posed) the son of Joseph.” (Luke
3:23.) That is, he was considered
by the people to be “the son of
Joseph.” (John 1:45.) Though Jo-

seph did sire sons, they were only .

the half-brothers of our Lord, and
the husband of Mary was in reality
only the foster and not the natural
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Man- of Holiness” is the name of
God, “and the name of his Only
Begotten is the Son of Man, even
Jesus Christ, a righteous Judge,
who shall come in the meridian of
time.” (Moses 6:57.) Thus Christ is
the Son of Man of Holiness or more
briefly put, the Son of Man. Ac-
cordingly, when he asked his dis-
ciples, “Whom do men say that I
the Son of man am?” (Matt. 16:13),
he was conveying precisely the
same thought as he would have
done by saying, “Whom .do men
say that I the Son of God am?” for
that God who is his Father is a
Holy Man.

There are more than 100 in-
stances in which the Old Testament
applies the title son of man to mor-
tal persons, obviously doing so to
emphasize the relative weakness of

" man as compared to Deity. As a

consequence the sectarian world
has falsely assumed that the more
than 70 New Testament references
to Christ as the Son of Man have a
similar meaning, that is, that they
convey the thought of his manhood
rather than of his divinity. Actually
all of these scriptures stand as wit-

SoN oF MARY

nesses of the kind of Being that hi
Father is. Latter-day revelation als
makes frequent reference to ou
Lord as the Son of Man, generall
in a context telling of his gloriou
Second Coming. (D. & C. 45:39; 4¢
6, 22; 58:65.)

SON OF MARY.

See CHRIST, MaRY, SoN o:
Davip, SoN or Gobp, SoN oF Jo
SEPH, VIRGIN BIRTH. Christ is th
Son of Mary. (Matt. 1:18-25; Luk:
1:26-38; Mosiah 3:8.) Mary wa
“the mother of the Son of God
after the manner of the flesh. . .
She was carried away in the Spirit’
(1 Ne. 11:18-19), was “overshad
owed” and conceived “by the powe.
of the Holy Ghost” (Alma 7:9-10
—but the Holy Ghost is not th
Father of Christ—and when th.
Child was born, he was “the So:

of the Eternal Father.” (1 Ne. 11
21.)

SON OF PEACE.

See GOSPEL, LIGHT OF CHRIST
MESSAGE OF THE RESTORATION
PEACE. In instructing the seventie:
of his day, our Lord said: “Ints

‘whatsoever house ye enter, first say

Peace be to this house. And if the
son of peace be there, your peact
shall rest upon it: if not, it shal
turn to you again.” (Luke 10:5-6.
In other words, the ambassadors o
truth were to test the spirits of th
people, giving blessings to those wh
were spiritually inclined and whe
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HE RISETH; HE MINISTERETH: HE ASCENDETH

Our voice testifies—by the power and influence of the
Holy Spirit of God——that this Church administers the 80s-
pel, and thar gl who come to this ensign, raised anew op
the mountains of Israel, can gain peace in this world ang
eternal life in the world 1o come.

3. We must live as Jesus lived.

Jesus kept the commandments of hijs Father ang

thereby worked out his own salvation, and alsg set ap
€xample as to the way and the means whereby all mep may

be saved. Salvation s available because of his atoning

partakers of life and salvation?”’ the Prophet asked, *‘or in
other words, where shall we find a saved being?_ for if we
can find a saved being, we may ascertain withoyt much

tion, there will be no dispute among those who beljeve the
Bible, that it is Christ: all wil] agree in this, that he s the
Prototype or standard of salvation; or, in other words, that
he is a saved being. And if we should continue our interro-
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BLoop

BLOOD.
See FLESH aAND BLoop,

BLOOD ATONEMENT DoC-
TRINE.

See ATONEMENT oF CHRIST,
CaLLING AND ELECTION SURE,
CHRIST, FLESH anp BLoop. From
the days of Joseph Smith to the
present, wicked and evilly-disposed
persons have fabricated false and
slanderous stories to the effect that
the Church, in the early days of
this dispensation, engaged in a
practice of blood atonement where-
under the blood of apostates and
others was shed by the Church as
an atonement for their sins. These

claims are false and were known

by their orignators to be false.

There is not one historical instance
of so-called blood atonement in

this dispensation, nor has there
been one event or occurrence
whatever, . of any nature, from
which the slightest inference arises
that any such practice either ex-
isted or was taught.

There are, however, in the ser-

Broop ATONEMENT DOCTRINE

context—dishonest persons have

attempted to make it appear that

Brigham Young and others taught
things just the opposite of what
they really believed and taught.

Raising the curtain of truth on
this false and slanderous bluster of
enemies of the Church who- have
thus wilfully chosen to fight the
truth with outright lies of the bas-
est sort, the true doctrine of blood
atonement is simply this-

1. Jesus Christ worked out the
infinite and eternal atonement by
the shedding of his own blood. He
came into the world for the purpose
of dying on the eross for the sins of
the world. By virtue of that atoning
sacrifice immortality came as a free
gift to all men, and all who would
believe and obey his laws would in
addition be cleansed from sin
through his blood. (Mosiah 3:16-19;
3 Ne. 27:19-21; 1 John 1:7; Rev. 5:
9-10.)

2. _But_under certain circum-
stances there are some serious sins
for which the cleansing of Christ
does not operate, and the law of
God is that men must then have
their own blood shed to atone for

mons of some of the early church

their sins, Murder, for instance, is

leaders some statements about the
true doctrine of blood atonement
and of its practice in past dispen-
sations, for instance, in the days of
Moses. By taking one sentence on
one page and another from a suc-
ceeding page and even by taking a
part of a sentence on one page and
a_part of another found several
bages away—all wholly torn from

92

one of these sins; hence we find the
Lord commanding capital punish-
ment. Thus, also, if a person has so
progressed in righteousness that his
calling and election has been made
sure, if he has come to that position
where he knows “by revelation and
the spirit of prophecy, through the
power of the Holy Priesthood” that
he is sealed up unto eternal life (D.

Broop ATONEMEN

& C. 131:5), then i
giveness for certain gri
must “be destroyed j
and “delivereq unto t
of Satan unto the da
tion, sajth the Lord G
132:19-27,)

President Joseph Fi
has written. “Man may
tain grievoug sins—gee
light ang knowledge
place him beyond the ;
atoning blood of Christ
would be saved, he myg
rifice of his own life ¢
far as in his power lies—
for the blood of Christ :

certain circumstances wi,
- - - Joseph Smith taught
Were certain sins go gri
man may commit, that
place the transgressors b
power of the atonement
If these offenses are
.then the blood of Chris:
cleanse them from their
though they repent. There
only hope js to have t
blood sheq to atone, as f:
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SALUTATIONS

t of men.” (D. & C. 101:39-
129-10.) Salt is the symbol;
t covenant of salt.” (Num.

CATIONS.
OBEISANCE. Among the
salutations of kindness, re-
and love are the accepted
Luke 1:40; Rom. 16; 1 Pet.
They are the natural out-
of the true fellowship which
t of the brotherhood of
Similar greetings are found
all peoples. The usual greet-
Arabic among Moslems is,
to you”; the reply—“To
ace.” v
ommanding the saints to
the Kirtland Temple, the
secified that it should be “a
of God; That your incomings
2 in the name of the Lord;
ur outgoings may be in the
of the Lord; that all your
ions may be in the name of
ord, with uplifted hands
1e Most High.” (D. & C. 88:
); 109:9, 19.) Salutations used
School of the Prophets in-
these words: “I salute you
name of the Lord Jesus
in token or remembrance
everlasting covenant.” (D.
8:133-135.) To the Romans,
ave the counsel: “Salute one
r with an holy kiss.” (Rom.
Our Lord condemned the
and Pharisees for their os-
ous and insincere salutations.
23:7; Mark 12:38.)

¥

SaLvaTion

SALVATION.

See ATONEMENT OF CHRIsT, CE-
LESTIAL BobiEs, CELESTIAL GLoRy,
CELESTIAL Kingpom, CELESTIAL
Law, CELESTIAL SPIRITS, DAMNA-
TION, ELIJAH THE PROPHET, ETER-
NAL LiFE, ETERNAL Lives, ExaLTA-
TION, GODHOOD, HEAVEN, IMMOR-
TALITY, INTERCESSION, JOSEPH
SMITH THE PropPHET, JUDGMENT
Day, KiNepoMm oF Gop, KiNcDoMms
OF GLORY, Mansions, MEDb1aTION,
PERFECTION, PLaN OF SALVATION,
REDEMPTION, RESURRECTION, SAL-
VATION BY GRACE, SALVATION FOR
THE DEAD, SALVATION OF CHIL-
DREN, SAVIOR, SECOND CHANCE
THEORY, TELESTIAL Bobies, TE-
LESTIAL GLORY, TELESTIAL KiNg-
DOM, TELESTIAL Law, TERRESTRIAL
BobIEs, TERRESTRIAL GLORY,
TERRESTRIAL KINGDOM, TERREST-
RIAL Law. 1. Unconditional or
general salvation, that which comes

SaLvaTiON

lasting fire, prepared for them; and
their torment is as a lake of fire
and brimstone, whose flame as-
cendeth up forever and ever and
has no end.” (2 Ne. 9:13-16.) They
are resurrected, but they are not
redeemed from the devil. “They
shall be as though there had been
no redemption made; for they can-
not be redeemed according to God’s
justice; and they cannot die, see-
ing there is no more corruption.”
(Alma 12:18.) Thus it is that the
Lord “saves all the works of his
hands, except those sons of perdi-
tion who deny the Son after the
Father has revealed him.” (D. & C.
76:40-48.) All others are saved from
death, hell, the devil, and endless
torment. (2 Ne. 9:18-27.)

But this is not the salvation of
righteousness, the salvation which
the saints seek. Those who gain
only this general or unconditiona]

by grace alone without obedience to

salvation will still be judged ac-

gospel law, consists in the mere

cording to their works and receive

fact of being resurrected. In this

sense salvation is synonvmous with
immortality; it is the inseparable
connection of body and spirit so
that the resurrected personage lives
forever.

This kind of salvation eventu-
ally will come to all mankind, ex-
cepting only the sons of perdition.
In their case, after their resurrec.
tion, “they shall return again to

their places in a terrestrial or a
telestial kingdom. They will, there-
fore, be damned; their eternal
progression will be cut short; they
will not fill the full measure of
their creation, but in eternity will
be ministering servants to more
worthy persons.

2. Conditional or individual sal-
vation, that which comes by grace
coupled with gospel obedience, con-

their own place” {D. & C. 88:32);

sists in receiving an inheritance in

after coming forth in immortality
and standing before the judgment
bar, because they are “filthy still,
- - . they shall go away into ever-

669

the celestial kingdom of God. This
kind of salvation follows faith, re-
pentance, baptism, receipt of the
Holy Ghost, and continued right-

MORMON DOCTRINE (196G), 1975 ed by Bruce R. McConkic
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FALSE PROPHETS

preach saving truths, should it come as any surprise to find minis-
ters of Satan teaching damning lies? What a terrible thing it is to
teach false doctrines that lead men carefully down to hell! Should
we be shocked to hear Nephi acclaim: “And all those who preach
false doctrines, . . . wo, wo, wo be unto them, saith the Lord God
Almighty, for they shall be thrust down to hell!” (2Ne. 28:15.)

6. The teachings of false prophets deny God and the Godhead.

Just as some shall gain eternal life by worshipping the true and
living God, so shall others inherit eternal damnation by worship-
ping false gods. The greatest truths known to man are that God is a
personal being in whose image we are made, that he is our Father,
and that we have power to become as he is. The greatest heresy
found in Christendom is that God is a spirit, an essence that fills
immensity, an uncreated force or power having neither body,
parts, nor passions.

The heart and core and center of revealed religion is that the
Son of God atoned for the sins of the world, that he abolished death
so that all shall rise in the resurrection, and that he made salvation
available on conditions of obedience. The second greatest heresy
in Christendom is that men are saved by grace alone without
Works, merely by confessing the Lord Jesus with their lips.

The greatest gift men can receive in this life is the gift of the
Holy Ghost and the resultant revelation and gifts of the Spirit that
thereby come into their Iives. And the third greatest heresy in
Christendom is the teaching that God is dead, that he has done his
Work in times past, and that there are not gifts and signs and mira-
Cles today.

True Prophets teach the true doctrines; false prophets teach
heresies.

1. The teachings of false prophets destroy the Jamily unit and
deny the purposes of God.
Our whole purpose in life, the very reason for our mortal pro-
b_atmn, is to enable us to create for ourselves eternal family units
Patterned after the family of God our Father. Those who so obtain
w{” have eternal life, and it is the very glory of God to lead his
children to this high state.

here among all the ministers of the world are there any who
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PREDESTINATION

obey the calling: they be
d freely: they be made sons
by adoption: they be made
w image of his only-begot-
m Jesus Christ: they walk
isly in good works, and at
. by God’s mercy, they at-
1 everlasting felicity.

the godly consideration of
tination, and our Election
ist, is full of sweet, pleasant,
aspeakable comfort to godly
s, and such as feel in them-
the working of the Spirit of
, mortifying the works of
sh, and their earthly mem-
and drawing up their mind
1and heavenly things, as well
se it doth greatly establish
onfirm their faith of eternal
ion to be enjoyed through
,-as because it doth fervently
their love towards God: So,
arious and carnal persons,
g the Spirit of Christ, to
continually before their eyes
sntence of God’s Predestina-
s-a most dangerous downfall,
by the Devil doth thrust
either into desperation, or
wretchlessness of most un-
living, no less perilous than
ration.”
ving thus set forth a doctrine,
tently contrary to sense and
n, that men through no acts
sir own are predestined either
vation or damnation, the Arti-
if Religion, almost by way of
gizing for such an absurd con-
cvenclude with these words:
thermore, we must receive

L

i

PRE-EXISTENCE

God’s promises in such wise, as they
be generally set forth to us in holy
Scripture: and, in our doings, that

Will of God is to be followed,

which we have expressly declared
unto us in the Word of God.” (Book
of Common Prayer, Anglican

Church of Canada, pp. 665-666.)

It is true that the words pre.
destinate and predestinated are
found in the King James transla-
tion. of some of Paul’s writings
(Rom. 8:29-30; Eph. 1:5, 11), but
Biblical revisions use the words
foreordain and foreordained, which
more accurately convey Paul’s
views. However, even as the King
James Version renders the pas-
sages, there is no intimation of
any compulsion or denial of free
agency, for one of the dictionary
definitions of foreordination is pre-
destination, meaning the prior ap-
pointment (in pre-existence) of
particular persons to perform des-
ignated labors or gain particular
rewards.

PRE-EXISTENCE.

See AGENCY, COUNCIL IN HEAV-
EN, ELECTION OF GRACE, FATHER
IN HEAVEN, First ESTATE, FORE-
ORDINATION,INTELLIGENCES,MOTH-
ER IN HEAVEN, SPIRIT BIRTH,
SpiriT BoODIES, SPIRIT CHILDREN,
SpPirIT ELEMENT, STARS OF HEAV-
EN, WAR IN HEAVEN. Pre-existence
is the term commonly used to de-
scribe the pre-mortal existence of
the spirit children of God the Fa-
ther. Speaking of this prior exist-

PRE-EXISTENCE

ence in a_spirit sphere, the First
Presidency of the Church (Joseph
F. Smith, John R. Winder, and
Anthon H. Lund) said: “All men
and women are in_the similitude

of the universal Father and Moth-

er, and are literally the sons and
daughters of Deity”; as spirits they
were the “offspring of celestial

parentage.” (Man: His Origin and
Destiny, pp. 351, 355.) These spirit
beings, the offspring of exalted par-
ents, were men and women, appear-
ing in all respects as mortal per-
sons do, excepting only that their
spirit bodies were made of a more
pure and refined substance than
the elements from which mortal
bodies are made. (Ether 3:16; D. &
C. 131:7-8.)

To understand the doctrine of
pre-existence two great truths must
be accepted: 1. That God is a per-
sonal Being in whose image man
is created, an exalted, perfected,
and glorified Man of Holiness

(Moses 6:57), and not a spirit es-
sence that fills the immensity of

space; and 2. That matter or ele- -

ment_is_self-existent and eternal
in_nature, creation being merely
the organization and reorganization
of that substance which “was not
created or made, neither indeed
can be.” (D. & C. 93:29.) Unless
God the Father was a personal
Being, he could not have begotten
spirits in his image, and if there
had been no self-existent spirit ele-
ment, there would have been no
substance from which those spirit
bodies could have been organized.
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NaMEs OF CHRIST

and things in earth, and things
under the earth; And that every
tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.” (Philip. 2:9-11.)

NAMES OF CHRIST.
See CHRIST.

NAMING OF CHILDREN.
See BLESSING OF CHILDREN.

NATIONS.
See RACES oF MEN.

NATURAL DEATH.
See DEATH.

NATURAL PATRIARCHS.
See PATRIARCHS.

NATURAL RIGHTS.
See INALIENABLE RIGHTS.

NATURE.
See GoD OF NATURE.

NAZARENE.

See CHRIST, JESUS OF NAZAR-
ETH. Christ is the Nazarene.
Matthew had access to a Messianic
prophecy which has not been pre-
served for our day, which enabled
him to write of our Lord: “He came

NEGROES

and dwelt in a city called Nazar-
eth: that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by the prophets, He
shall be called a Nazarene”
(Matt. 2:23.)

NECKING.
See SEX IMMORALITY.

NECROMANCY.

See D1vINATION, FORTUNE TELL-
ING, Macic, OccuLTtisM, SOOTH-
SAYERS, SORCERY, SPIRITUALISM,
WITCHCRAFT. Necromancy is that
form of divination which attempts
to foretell the future by consulta-
tion with the dead. Sometimes the
term is enlarged to include magic in
general. It is and has been a com-
mon practice among apostate peo-
ples, but the Lord calls it an abomi-
nation and expressly commands
Israel to avoid it. (Deut. 18:9-14.)

NEGROES.

See CaiN, HAM, PRE-EXISTENCE,
PriestHOOD, RACEs oF MEN. In
the pre-existent eternity various
degrees of valiance and devotion to
the truth were exhibited by dif-
ferent groups of our Father’s spirit
offspring. One-third of the spirit

hosts of heaven came out in open

rebellion and were cast out with-

out bodies, becoming the devil

and his angels. (D. & C. 29:36-41;
Rev. 12:3-9.) The other two-thirds

stood affirmatively for Christ; there

were no neutrals. To stand neutral
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NEGROES

in the midst of war is a p}
ical impossibility. The Le
“He that is not with me i
me; and he that gathereth:
me scattereth abroad.” (M
30.)

Of the two-thirds who
Christ, however, some we
valiant than others. Adam
the prophets so distinguishe
selves by diligence and obe¢
to be foreordained to th
earthly missions. (Abra. !
The whole house of Isk
chosen in pre-existence to .
mortality as children of
(Deut. 32:7-8.) Those who v
valiant in pre-existence a
thereby had certain spiri
strictions imposed upon the
ing mortality are known t
the negroes. Such spirits z
to earth through the ln
, Cain, the mark put upen .
his rebellion against God .
murder of Abel being a bla
(Moses 5:16-41; 7:8, 12, 22.)
son Ham married Egyptus
scendant of Cain, thus pre
the negro lineage throu;
flood. (Abra. 1:20-27.)

Negroes in this life are
the priesthood; under neo .
stances can they hold this
tion of authority from t
mighty. (Abra. 1:20-27.) The
message of salvation is net
affirmatively to them (Mos
12, 22), although sometimes
search out the truth, jeo
Church, and become by xig
living heirs of the celestia

!
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dwelt in 5 city called N.
tin azar-

that it might be fulfilled which

spoken by the Prophets, He

be called o p, ”
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.'.»DIVINATION, ForTung TELL-
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ICRAFT, Necromanc:y is that,
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h were exhibited by dif-
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ies, becoming the devil
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~9.) The other two-thirds
fmatively for Christ; there
ieutrals. To stand neutral
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NEGROES

in the midst of war is a philosoph-
ical impossibility. The Lord said:
“He that is not with me is against
me; and he that gathereth not with
me scattereth abroad.” (Matt. 12:
30.)

Of the two-thirds who followed
Christ, however, some were more
valiant than others. Adam and all
the prophets so distinguished them-
selves by diligence and obedience as
to be foreordained to their high
earthly missions. (Abra. 3:20-24.)
The whole house of Israel was
chosen in pre-existence to come to
mortality as children of Jacob.
{Deut. 32:7-8.) Those who were less
valiant in pre-existence and who
thereby had certain spiritual re-
strictions imposed upon them dur-

ing mortality are known to us as

the negroes. Such spirits are sent

to_earth through the lineage of

Cain, the mark put upon him for

his_rebellion against God and his

murder of Abel being a black skin.

(Moses 5:16-41; 7:8, 12, 22.) Noah's
son Ham married Egyptus, a de-
scendant of Cain, thus preserving

the negro _lineage through the
flood. (Abra. 1:20-27.)

Negroes in this life are denied
the priesthood; under no circum-
stances can they hold this delega-
tion of authority from the Al-
mighty. (Abra. 1:20-27.) The gospel
message of salvation is not carried
affirmatively to them (Moses 7:8,
12, 22), although sometimes negroes
search out the truth, join the
Church, and become by righteous
living heirs of the celestial king-

NEGROES

dom of heaven. President Brigham
Young and others have taught
that in the future eternity worthy
and qualified negroes will receive
the priesthood and every gospel
blessing avajlable to any man.
(Way to Perfection, pp. 97-111.)

The present status of the negro
rests purely and simply on the
foundation of pre-existence. Along
with all races and peoples he is
receiving here what he merits as a
result of the long pre-mortal prob-
ation in the presence of the Lord.
The principle is the same as will
apply when all men are judged ac-
cording to their mortal works and
are awarded varying statuses in the
life hereafter.

In this connection it should be
noted that other nations, also, have
had lesser restrictions placed on
them as pertaining to receipt of the
gospel truths in this life. Christ
limited his ministry to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel and
did not preach to the Gentiles.
(Matt. 15:24.) He sent his apostles
out initially with the same restric-
tion (Matt. 10:5-6), and it was with
some difficulty that he persuaded
them to go to all men when the
period of Israel’s prior rights had
expired. (Mark 16:15; Acts 10.)

The negroes are not equal with
other races where the receipt of
certain spiritual blessings are con-
cerned, particularly the priesthood
and the temple blessings that flow
therefrom, but this inequality is
not of man’s origin. It is the Lord’s
doing, is based on his eternal laws
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PRE-EXISTENCE

From the time of their spirit
birth, the Father’s pre-existent off-
spring were .endowed with agency
and subjected to the provisions of
the laws ordained for their govern-
ment. They had power to obey or
disobey and to progress in one field
or another. “The first principles of
man are self-existent with God,”
the Prophet said. “God himself,
finding he was in the midst of
spirits and glory, because he was
more intelligent, saw proper to in-
stitute laws whereby the rest could
have a privilege to advance like
himself.” (Teachings, p. 354.).

The pre-existent life was thus a
period—undoubtedly an infinitely

long one—of probation, progression,
and schooling. The spirit hosts
were taught and given experiences
in various administrative capacities.

- Some so exercised their agency and

so conformed to law as to become
“noble and great”; these were fore-
ordained before their mortal births
to perform great missions for the
Lord in this life. (Abra. 3:22-28.)
Christ, the Firstborn, was the
mightiest of all the spirit children
of the Father. (D. & C. 93:21-23.)
Mortal progression and testing is a
continuation of what began in pre-
existence.

Every form of life had an exist-
ence in a spirit form before being
born on this earth. (Moses 3:5-7.)
In each instance the spirit crea-
tion was “in the likeness of that
which is temporal; . . . the spirit
of man in the likeness of his per-
son, as also the spirit of the beast,

PREJUDICE

and every other creature which God
has created.” (D. & C. 77:2.)

PREJUDICE.

See APOSTASY. Prejudice is a
preconceived judgment, usually un-
reasoning and biased in nature,
which is based on insufficient
knowledge. It is one of the chief
tools of Satan. By it he keeps the
minds of the whole sectarian and
pagan worlds so riveted on their
false creeds and myths that most
people resist the light of restored
truth when it shines plainly be-
fore them. Indeed, few things are
more self-damning, more destruc-
tive of progress, more conducive to
apostasy and spiritual darkness,
than the smothering mantle of
prejudice which now envelopes al-
most the whole earth. The con-
tinual prayer of the saints is that
the prejudices of the world “may
give way before the truth,” so that
the gospel cause may roll forth.
(D. & C. 109:56.)

Unfortunately prejudice exists
to some extent even within the
Church, with the result that perfect
oneness and unity does not yet pre-
vail among the saints; and there
are sometimes resultant instances
of unfairness and inequity in the
operation of certain programs and
the treatment of individuals. True
saints learn to live above these
little difficulties and to cast preju-
dices out of their minds so that
they more effectively may aid in
rolling forth the Lord’s great latter-
day work.

PRE-MORTAL LIFE

PRE-MORTAL LIFE.
See PRE-EXISTENCE.

PREPARATORY GOSPEL
See GOSPEL.

PRESBYTERS.
See ELDERS.

PRESIDENCY.

See BisHopric, Coun
FIrsT CouNciL oOF Si
FIRST PRESIDENCY, GENEF
THORITIES, KEYS OF THE
DOM, QUORUM PRESIDENTS
PRESIDENTS. Operation

. Church and kingdom of

earth is upon the principle
idency. That is, the Lord
and the saints sustain. pres
to direct the affairs of the
church organizations. Mer
these presidencies are gi
keys of their respective

by virtue of which they

powered to preside over ar
the affairs of the organizal
cerned.

Except in special cases,
ers of presidency are exerci
president and two counsel
supreme powers of preside
with the First Presidenc:
Church. Upon the disorg:
(by death of the President
highest quorum in the Ch
Council of the Twelve op
the First Presidency, pen
time that the Presidency :
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TRANSGRESSION

TRANSGRESSION.

See SIN, TRANSGRESSION OF
ApAM. In a general sense and in
most instances the terms sin and
transgression are synonymous, al-
though the use of the term trans-
gression lays emphasis on the viola-
tion of the law or rule involved
whereas the term sin points up the
wilful nature of the disobedience.
There_are_situations, however, in
which it is possible to transgress a
law without committing a sin, as in
- the case of Adam and Eve in the

Garden of Eden. (2 Ne. 2:22-23.)

TRANSGRESSION OF ADAM.
See AGENCY, FALL OF AbpaMm,
FOrRBIDDEN FRUIT, SIN, TRANS-
GRESSION. It is proper and according
to_the scriptural pattern to speak
of the transpgression of Adam, but
not the sin of Adam. (D. & C.
20:20; 29:40; Job 31:33; Rom. 5:14;
1 Tim. 2:14; Alma 12:31; Second
Article of Faith.) Lehi says, for in-
stance, “If Adam had not trans-
gressed he would not have fallen.”
Then he explains that while in
their state of innocence in the Gar-
den of Eden, Adam and Eve “knew
no sin.” (2 Ne. 2:22-23.) Knowledge
of good and evil is an essential ele-
ment in the eommision of sin, and
our first parents did not have this
. knowledge until after they had par-
taken of the fruit of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil.

- TRANSLATED BEINGS.
See ANGELS, CHURCH OF ENoOCH,

TRANSLATED BEINGS

DEATH, GUARDIAN ANGELS, MIN-
ISTERING OF ANGELS, RESURREC-
TION, THREE NEPHITES. During the
first 2200 or so years of the earth’s
history—that is, from the fall of
Adam to the ministry of Melchize-
dek—it was a not uncommon oc-
currence for faithful members of
the Church to be translated and
taken into the heavenly realms
without tasting death. Since that
time there have been occasional spe-
cial instances of translation, in-
stances in which a special work of
the ministry required it.

Enoch and his people were trans-
lated, probably just a few years
after Adam’s death. (Moses 7:18-21,

31, 63, 69; D. & C. 38:4; 45:11-14;

84:99-100; Gen. 5:22-24; Heb. 11:5.)
It is apparent from the abbreviated
account of the Lord’s dealings with
Enoch and his people that Zion was
a very great and populous city, hav-
ing perhaps many thousands or
even millions of inhabitants. (Moses
7.) Methuselah, the son of Enoch,
was not translated, “that the cove-
nants of the Lord might be fulfilled,
which he made to Enoch; for he
truly covenanted with Enoch that
Noah should be of the fruit of his
loins.” (Moses 8:2.) But during the
nearly 700 years from the transla-
tion of Enoch to the flood of Noah,
it would appear that nearly all of
the faithful members of the Church
were translated, for “the Holy
Ghost fell on many, and they were
caught up by the powers of heaven
into Zion.” (Moses 7:27.)

That this process of translating

804

TRANSLATED BEINGS

the righteous saints and t
them to heaven was still goi
“after the flood among the peo.
Melchizedek is apparent fron
account in the Inspired Vers:
the Bible. Speaking of the fait
righteousness of those holdin
Melchizedek Priesthood in tha
the account says: “And men h
this faith, coming up unto this
of God, were translated and
up into heaven. And now, Me
edek was a priest of this
therefore he obtained pea:
Salem, and was called the 1
of peace. Ana his people wr
" righteousness, and obtained he
and sought for the city of 1
which God had before taken
arating it from the earth, Lk
reserved-it unto the latter da
the end of the world.” (In:
Version, Gen. 14:32-34.)

As far as we know, instan.
translation since the day of
chizedek and his people have
few and far between. After r
ing that Enoch was translated
says that Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, and their seed after
(they obviously knowing wha
taken place as pertaining t.
people of Melchizedek and o
““Jooked for a city which hath f
ations, whose builder and ma
God” (Heb. 11:5-10), that is,
“sought for the city of Enoch -
God had before taken.” (In:
Version, Gen. 14:34.) But as
said, and as the Lord confirm
latter-day revelation, even.
“holy men . .. found it not be

]
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# THE POWER OF THE AIR

his governmental reign.
ng in Messianic vein, Isai-
him the Prince of Peace
“Of the increase of his
nt .and peace there shall
7 (Isa. 9:6-7.) The heav-
s sang in glorious exulta-
s birth, “Glory to God in
st, and on earth peace,
toward men” (Luke 2:14);
marginal reading, perhaps
wrately, gives it: “On
iwe among men of good
“On earth peace among
‘hom he is well pleased.”
gospel of the Prince of
* found the principles by
to which peace can be
by any righteous person.
res from the Spirit of the
t the final and enduring
all men on earth will not
til the Second Coming of
e of Peace, his coming in
d glory to usher in the
.€ra,

OF THE POWER OF
&

JEVIL, Gop oF THis
NORLD. Paul applies this
Satan, having apparent
to his position as the god
orld, that is, the person
s in worldly and carnal
Before their conversion,
sian Saints “walked ac-
to the course of this
e said, “according to the
the power of the air, the
*now worketh in the chil-

3

i .

PRINCE OF THIS WORLD

dren of disobedience: Among whom
also we all had our conversation in
times’ past in the lusts of our flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh
and of the mind; and were by na-
ture the children of wrath, even as
others.” (Eph. 2:2-3.)

This title, prince of the power of
the air, appears to be an idiomatic
expression that no doubt had more
pointed meaning to the Ephesians
than it does to us. It seems, how-
ever, to place emphasis on Satan'’s
influence over persons who live
after the manner of the world,
those who revel in ths lusts of the
flesh. He is the prince of the chil-
dren of disobedience, the children
of wrath.

PRINCE OF THIS WORLD.

See DEvVIL, GOD OF THis WORLD,
WORLD. Satan’s position of influ-
ence and power in the world—the
world of carnality, lust, and corrup-
tion, the world the saints are com-
manded to forsake, the world that
will end when the millennium com-
mences—is indicated by his title,
prince -of this world. (John 12:31;
14:30; 16:11.) He rules here in this
world; it is not without reason that
be boasted of having all the king-
doms of the world at his disposal.
(Matt. 4:9.)

PRINCIPLES.
See DOCTRINE.

PRISONERS OF HoPE

PRINTING.
See SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

PRISONERS.
See SPIRIT PRISON.

PRISONERS OF HOPE.
. See BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD,
BorroMLEss Pir, Hope, SaLva-

TION FOR THE DEAD, SPIRIT PRIs- -

ON, SPIRIT WORLD. Zechariah,
with apt spritual insight, used the
term ‘prisoners of hope” to de-
scribe those in the spirit prison,
those of whom the Lord said, “By
the blood of thy covenant I have
sent forth thy prisoners out of the
pit wherein is no water.” (Zech.
9:11-12.) That is, though held cap-
tive in the spirit prison, these
prisoners of hope looked forward

with desire and expectation to
their redemption, a redemption to
be wrought out by the blood of
Christ as part of the everlasting
covenant, a redemption that would
be complete only after baptism for
the dead had been performed for
them in this mortal sphere where

there is water,
part of the great mission of

our Lord was the command, “To
open the blind eyes, to bring out
the prisoners from the prison, and
them that sit in darkness out of
the prison house.” (Isa. 42:7; Ps.
142:7; 146:7.) He was sent, “to bind
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
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TELESTIAL GLORY

TELESTIAL GLORY.

See TELESTIAL BobDIES, TELEs-
TIAL KINGDOM, TELESTIAL Law,
SaLvaTiON. That glory granted
the inhabitants of the lowest king-
dom of glory is called telestial glory.
In the infinite mercy of a beneficent
Father it surpasses all mortal under-
standing, and yet it is in no way
-comparable to the glory of the ter-
restrial and celestial worlds. Teles-
tial glory is typified by the stars of
the firmament, and “as one star
differs from another star in glory,
even so differs one from another in
glory in the telestial world” (D. &
C. 76:81-112; 1 Cor. 15:41), meaning
that all who inherit the telestial
kingdom will not receive the same
glory.

TELESTIAL KINGDOM.

See TELESTIAL BoDIES, TELESs-
TIAL GLORY, TELESTIAL Law, SAL-
VATION. Most of the adult people
who have lived lived from the day
of Adam to the present time will go
to the telestial kingdom. The in-
habitants of this lowest kingdom of
glory will be “as innumerable as
the stars in the firmament of heav-
en, or as the sand upon the sea-
shore.” They will be the endless
hosts of people of all ages who have
lived after the manner of the world;

who have been carnal, sensual, and

devilish; who have chosen the vain

philosophies of the world rather
than accept the testimony of desus;
who have been liars and thieves,

sorcerers and adulterers, blasphem-

TELESTIAL Law

ers and murderers. (D. & C. 76:81-

112; Rev. 22:15.) Their number will
include “all the proud, yea, and all
that do wickedly” (Mal. 4:1), for
all such have lived a telestial law.
“And they shall be servants of the
Most High; but where God and
Christ dwell they cannot come,

worlds without end.” (D. & C. 76:
112.)

TELESTIAL LAW.

See TELEsTIAL BobIES, TELES-
TIAL GLORY, TELESTIAL Kincpom,
SALVATION, WORLD. A telestial
glory, found only in a telestial king-
dom, is reserved for those who de-
velop telestial bodies, such bodies
resulting naturally from obedience
to telestial law. (D. & C. 88:16-32.)
This law is the law of the world,
and worldly people are conforming
to its terms and conditions. Those
who refuse to worship the true and
living God, who are unclean and
immoral, who are proud and rebel-
lious, who walk in paths of wicked-
ness, who are carnal and sensual,
who do not maintain standards of
decency, uprightness, and integrity,
are as a result conforming their lives
to the provisions of telestial law. (D.
& C. 76:81-112; Mal. 3; 4.)

All the inhabitants of the earth
are living at least a telestial law,
unless, perchance, there are some
who are in open rebellion against
the truth, some who wilfully break
the law, abide not in it, but seek to
become a law unto themselves,
choosing to abide in sin, and alto-
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TEMPESTS

gether abiding therein. (D. & ¢
35.) Such, of course, will be
of perdition in eternity and w:
herit “a kingdom which is i
kingdom of glory.” (D. & C. 8

TEMPESTS.
See SIGNS OF THE TIMEs.

TEMPLE MARRIAGE.
See CELESTIAL MARRIAGE.

TEMPLE ORDINANCES.
See BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD.
LESTIAL MARRIAGE, ENDOWME
ExaLrtaTION, ORDINANCES, RE:
MENDS, SALVATION, SALVATION
THE DEAD, SEALINGS, TEMI
VICARIOUS ORDINANCES. Ce
gospel ordinances are of such a
red and holy nature that the ]
authorizes their performance «
in holy sanctuaries prepared
dedicated for that very purg
Except in circumstances of g
poverty and distress, these or
ances can be performed only
temples, and hence they are ¢
monly called temple ordinan
Baptism for the dead, an ¢
nance opening the door to the c¢
tial kingdom to worthy persons
privileged to undergo gospel sch
ing while in mortality, is a ten
ordinance, an ordinance of salvat
All other temple ordinances—ws:
ings, anointings, endowments, s
ings—pertain to exaltation wit
the celestial kingdom. Celestial n

1975e 4, by Bruce R, thohk{c



HerLo HeELL

tial kingdom travel to their
nation through the depths of
and as a result of obedience to
tial law, it follows that all

5, p. 554.)

ands and by millions,” the Prophet
said. (History of the Church, vol.

To catch souls in his snares and

HENOTHEISM

telestial kingdom have come out -
of their hell, Jacob says: “And as-
: suredly, as the Lord liveth, for the
Lord God hath spoken it, and it is

* who live a telestial law will

then drag them down to hell is the

his eternal word, which cannot pass

> hell. Included among these plan_and program

of the devil. away, that they who are righteous

he carnal, sensual, and devil-
those who live after the man-

(D. & C. 10:26; Alma 30:60.) One
of his latter-day wiles is to_per-

shall be righteous still, and they
who are filthy shall be filthy still;

f the world. Among them are

suade men that there is neither a

wherefore, they who are filthy are

sorcerers, adulterers, whore-

devil nor a hell and that the fear

the devil and his angels; and they

ers (D. & C. 76:103), false

of eternal torment is baseless. (2

shall go away into everlasting fire,

‘ers, “those that oppress the
ng in his wages,” the proud,
all that do wickedly.” (Mal.
2 Ne. 9:27-39; 26:10.)
reral specific groups of wicked
ns are singled out to receive
rophetic curse that their des-
on is the fires of hell. “The
d shall be turned into hell,
all the nations that forget
David proclaimed. (Ps,
Sex sin is rewarded with the
nts of hell. (2 Ne. 9:36;
7:6-27.) “Wo unto all those
discomfort my people, and
and murder, and testify
it them, saith the Lord of
a generation of vipers shall
cape the damnation of hell.”
C. 121:23.) Such also is the
[ liars (2 Ne. 9:34), of “all

hell.” (Morm. 9:4.)

were cast into the

Ne. 28:21-23.) But Christ, who
holds “the keys of hell and of
death” (Rev. 1:18), and can there-
fore control and abolish them, has
power to save and redeem men
from hell. (2 Ne. 33:6; Alma 19:29;
26:13-14.) This he does on condi-
tions of repentance and obedience
to his laws. But the unrepentant
“would be more miserable to dwell
with a holy and just God, under a
consciousness of” their “filthiness
before him, than” they “would to
dwell with the damned souls in

(Rev. 20:14.) This lake of fire, a

prepared for them; and their tor-
ment is as a lake of fire and brim-
stone, whose flame ascendeth up
forever and ever and has no end.”
(2 Ne. 9:16.)

Thus, for those who are heirs of
some salvation, which includes all
except the sons of perdition (D. &
C. 76:44), hell has an end, but for
those who have wholly given them-
selves over to satanic purposes
there is no redemption from the
consuming fires and torment of
conscience. They go on forever in
the hell that is prepared for them.

2. After death and hell have
delivered up the bodies and captive
spirits which were in them, then,
as John foresaw, “death and hell

HENOTHEISM.

See ATHEISM, DEIism, Gop,
MoNoTHEISM, POLYTHEISM, THE-
IsM. Henotheism is the belief in

lake of fire.”

who preach false doctrines”
28:15), of those who believe

figure symbolical of eternal anguish
and wo, is also called kell, but is a

and worship of one God without at
the same time denying that others

wmnable doctrine of infant

hell reserved exclusively for the

can with equal truth worship differ-

n (Moro. 8:14, 21), of the

devil and his angels which includes

ent gods. It is falsely taught in

10 will not help the poor (D.

the sons of perdition. (D. & C. 29:

the sectarian world that Abraham,

104:18; Luke 16:19-31), and
e who heap cursings on their
men. (Matt. 5:22; 3 Ne.

“The sectarian world are
> hell by hundreds, by thous-

38; 88:113; 2 Pet. 2:4.)

Speaking of this hell, and writing
of events to take place after the
resurrection and the judgment, and

for instance, was a henotheist, that
is, that he worshiped the Almighty,
but that at the same time he con-
sidered that other nations could
worship their own gods with

thus of a day after those going to a
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TERRESTRIAL GLORY

bodies as different from other kinds

of flesh as one form of life differs

from another. (1 Cor. 15:39-42.)

TERRESTRIAL GLORY.

See TERRESTRIAL BobiEs, TER-
RESTRIAL KiNGDOM, TERRESTRIAL
Law, SALvATION. Those attaining a
terrestrial kingdom will be inheri-
tors of terrestrial glory which differs
from celestial glory “as that of the
moon differs from the sun in the
firmament.” (D. & C. 76:71; 1 Cor.
15:41.) In effect they bask, as does
the moon, in reflected glory, for
there are restrictions and limita-
tions placed on them. They “receive
of the presence of the Son, but not

TESTATOR

pel law; and 4. Membérs of The

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints who have testimonies of

Christ and the divinity of the great
latter-day work and who are not

valiant, but who are instead luke--

warm in their devotion to the
Church and to righteousness. (D. &
C. 76:71-80.)

TERRESTRIAL LAW,

See TERRESTRIAL Bobpies, TER-
RESTRIAL GLORY,
KiNngpoM, SALVATION. To attain
a terrestrial kingdom it is necessary
to abide a terrestrial law, which
consists in living an upright, honor-
able life but one that does not con-

of the fulness of the Father” (D. &
C. 76:77), and to all eternity they
remain unmarried and without exal-
tation. (D. & C. 132:17.)

TERRESTRIAL KINGDOM.

See TERRESTRIAL BobDiIEs, TER-
RESTRIAL GLORY, TERRESTRIAL
Law, SaLvaTion. To the terrestrial
. kingdom will go: 1. Accountable
persons who die without law (and
who, of course, do not accept the
gospel in the spirit world under
those particular circumstances
which would make them heirs of the
celestial kingdom); 2. Those who
reject the gospel in this life and who
reverse their course and aceept it in
the spirit world; 3. Honorable men
of the earth who are blinded by the
craftiness of men and who there-
fore do not accept and live the gos-

form to the standards whereby the
human soul is sanctified by the
Spirit. (D. & C. 76:71-80; 88:16-32.)

TERRITORY OF DESERET.
See DESERET.

TESTAMENT.
See NEw TESTAMENT.

TESTATOR.

See Curist, HoLy GHOSsT, MED-
IATOR. 1. In legal usage, a testator
is one who leaves a valid will or
testament at his death. The will or
testament is the written document
wherein the testator provides for
the disposition of his property. As
used in the gospel sense, a testament
is a covenant. Jesus is the Mediator

784

TERRESTRIAL.

|
i
i

TESTIMONY

of the new covenant or testa
that is of the gospel which
to replace the law of Moses:
9:15; 12:24; D. & C. 107:19:)

Paul mixed these legal and
definitions te teach a basie dot
Speaking of Christ’s death, ar
gifts in effect willed to men i
through that death, he said:
where a testament is, there
also of necessity be the de:z
the testator. For a testam
of force after men are dead: .
wise it is of no strength at all
the testator liveth.” (Heb. 9:1
In other words, Christ had te
bring salvation. The testam
covenant of salvation came-ir
because of the atonement w
out in connection with that
Christ is the Testator. His g
would be true of any testato:
not be inherited until his
Christ died that salvation
come; without his death, he
not have willed either immo:
or eternal life to men.

2. The Holy Ghost is the
tor, by which is meant that il
function to testify and bear
of the Father and the Sen.
31:18.) In Abraham’s record t!
member of the Godhead was
“God the third, the witness o
ator.” (Teachings, p. 190.)

TESTIMONY.

See CONVERSION, FalTH,
OF THE SPIRIT, GOSPEL,
GHoST, KNOWLEDGE, LAW 01
NESSES, MORMoONIsM, PRO:
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CELESTIAL KINGDOM

celestial glory is found. (D. & C.
88:16-32.) Mortal man has no con-
cept of the glory of that world.
Those who finally attain it are
persons “whose bodies are celestial,
whose glory is that of the sun, even
the glory of God, the highest of all,
whose glory the sun of the firma-
ment is written of as being typical.”
{D. & C. 76:70; 1 Cor. 15:40-42.)

Exaltation consists in gaining a
fulness of celestial glory. (D. & C.
132:19-20.) Those so attaining will
receive “a fulness of the glory of the
Father” and be glorified in Christ as
he is in the Father. (D. & C. 93:16-
20.) The Prophet said that in the
resurrection the righteous “shall rise
again to dwell in everlasting burn-
ings in immortal glory, not to sor-
row, suffer, or die any more; but
they shall be heirs of God and
joint-heirs with Jesus Christ.”
(Teachings p. 347.)

CELESTIAL KINGDOM.

See CELESTIAL BoDIES, CELES-
TIAL GLORY, CELESTIAL Law, Ce-
LESTIAL MARRIAGE, CELESTIAL
SPIRITS, EXALTATION, HEAVEN,
KiNGpoM oF Gob, KINGDOM oF
HeaveN, KiNcpoms oF GLORY,
MANSIONS, SALVATION, TELESTIAL
KINGDOM, TERRESTRIAL KINGDOM.
Highest among the kingdoms of
glory hereafter is the celestial king-
dom. It is the kingdom of God, the
glory thereof being typified by the
sun in the firmament. (D. & C. 76:
50-70, 92-96; 1 Cor. 15:39-42.) The
Prophet has left us this record of

CELESTIAL KINGDOM

a glorious occurrence that took
place in the Kirtland Temple on
January 21, 1836: “The heavens
were opened upon us, and I beheld
the celestial kingdom of God, and
the glory thereof, whether in the
body or out I cannot tell. I saw the
transcendent beauty of the gate
through which the heirs of that
kingdom will enter, which was like
unto circling flames of fire; also the
blazing throne of God, whereon was
seated the Father and the Son. I
saw the beautiful streets of that
kingdom, which had the appear-
ance of being paved with gold.”
(Teachings, p. 107.)

An _inheritance in this glorious
kingdom is gained by complete obe-
dience to gospel or celestial law. (D.
& C. 88:16-32.) By entering the gate
of repentance and baptism candi-
dates find themselves on the strait
and narrow path leading to the
celestial kingdom. By devotion and
faithfulness, by enduring to the
end in righteousness and obedience,
it'is then possible to merit a celes-
tial reward. (2 Ne. 31:17-21.)

No unclean thing can enter this
kingdom, and the pian of salvation is
the system whereby men are washed
and cleansed, whereby they are
“sanctified by the reception of the
Holy Ghost,” and thus enabled to
stand spotless before the Lord. (3
Ne. 27:19-21.) “The sanctified” are
“them of the celestial world.” (D. &
C. 88:2)

“In_the celestial glory there are
three heavens or degrees,” and in

the same sense that baptism starts

116

h

CELESTIAL Law

a person out toward an
into the celestial world, s
marriage puts a couple or.
leading to an exaltatio
highest heaven of that
& C. 131:1-4; 132)

CELESTIAL LAW,

See CELESTIAL BoODIE:!
TIAL GLORY, CELESTIAL ]
CELESTIAL MARRIAGE, C
SPIRITS, CONSECRATION,

_Law, OBEDIENCE. That

obedience to which men
inheritance in the kingdo
in eternity is called cele
It is the law of the gt
law of Christ, and it qua
for admission to the celes
dom because in and tl
men are “sanctified by t
tion of the Holy Ghost,’
coming clean, pure, and
(3 Ne. 27:19-21.)

“And they who are not
through the law which I}
unto you, even the law ¢
the Lord says, “must 1
other kingdom, even tha
restrial kingdom, or t
telestial kingdom. For /
not able to abide the la:
lestial kingdom cannot
celestial glory.” (D. & C.
Those who have the ct
ship of the Holy Ghos:
guided thereby in their
“able to abide the law of
kingdom,” including the 1
secration or anything els
might ask of them. The

MORMON DOCTQINE(H(»G), 19754 b): Bruce R McCon ke

73



ELESTIAL KINGDOM

.

1s occurrence that took
the Kirtland Temple on
21, 1836: “The heavens
ned upon us, and I beheld
tial kingdom of God, and
7 thereof, whether in the
sut I cannot tell. I saw the
dent beauty of the gate
which the heirs of that
will enter, which was like
ling flames of fire; also the
hrone of God, whereon was
he Father and the Son. I
beautiful streets of that-
, which had the appear-
being paved with gold.”
1gs, p. 107.)

iheritance in this glorious
_is gained by complete obe-
» gospel or celestial law. (D.
16-32.) By entering the gate
itance and baptism candi-
id themselves on the strait
crow path leading to the
kingdom. By devotion and
iess, by enduring to the
.ghteousness and obedience,
n possible to merit a celes-
ard. (2 Ne. 31:17-21.)
nclean thing can enter this
), and the plan of salvation is
>m whereby men are washed
-ansed, whereby they are
ied by the reception of the
host,” and thus enabled to
sotless before the Lord. (3
.9-21.) “The sanctified” are
f the celestial world.” (D. &
)

he celestial glory there are
eavens or degrees,” and in
e sense that baptism starts
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wofiimetiie.
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CELESTIAL Law

a person out toward an entrance.

into the celestial world, so celestial
marriage puts a couple on the path
leading to an exaltation in the
highest heaven of that world. (D.
& C. 131:1-4; 132.)

CELESTIAL LAW.

See CELEsTIAL BODIES, CELES-
TIAL GLORY, CELESTIAL KINGDOM,
CELESTIAL MARRIAGE, CELESTIAL
SPIRITS, CONSECRATION, GOSPEL,

'Law, OBEDIENCE. That law by

obedience to which men gain an
inheritance in the kingdom of God
in eternity is called celestial law.
It is the law of the gospel, the
law of Christ, and it qualifies men
for admission to the celestial king-
dom because in and through it
men are “sanctified by the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost,” thus be-
coming clean, pure, and spotless.
(3 Ne. 27:19-21.)

“And they who are not sanctified
through the law which I have given
unto you, even the law of Christ,”
the Lord says, “must inherit an-
other kingdom, even that of a ter-
restrial kingdom, or that of a
telestial kingdom. For he who is
not able to abide the law of a ce-
lestial kingdom cannot abide a
celestial glory.” (D. & C. 88:21-22.)
Those who have the companion-
ship. of the Holy Ghost and are
guided thereby in their lives are
“able to abide the law of a celestial
kingdom,” including the law of con-
secration or anything else the Lord
might ask of them. They are the

CELESTIAL MARRIAGE

ones who—"“united according to the
union required by the law of the
celestial kingdom™ (D. & C. 105:1-
5)—will build up Zion in the last
days.

CELESTIAL MARRIAGE.

See ARTICLE ON. MARRIAGE,
CALLING AND ELEcTION SURE, CE-
LESTIAL KINeDOM, CHURCH OF
THE FIRSTBORN, CIVIL MARRIAGE,
DAUGHTERS OF GOD, ETERNAL
Lire, ETERNAL L1VEs, EXxaLra-
TION, FULNESS OF THE FATHER,
GODHOOD, JOINT-HEIRS  WITH
CHrisT, PLURAL MARRIAGE, SaL-
VATION, SALVATION FOR THE DEAD,
SEALING POWER, SonNs oF Gob.
Marriages. performed in the temples
for time and eternity, by virtue of
the sealing keys restored by Elijah,
are called celestial marriages. The
participating parties become hus-
band and wife in this mortal life,
and if after their marriage they
keep all the terms and conditions
of this order of the priesthood,
they continue on as husband and
wife in the celestial kingdom of
God.

If the family unit continues, then
by virtue of that fact the members
of the family have gained eternal
life (exaltation), the greatest of all
the gifts of God, for by definition
exaltation consists in the continua-
tion of the family unit in eternity.
Those so inheriting are the sons
and daughters of God, the members
of his family, those who have made
their callings and elections sure.
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