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pon finding oneself challenged to accept the

claims of Mormonism, Latter-day Saints

(LDS) often pressure investigators to follow

the admonition in the Book of Mormon to:
“Ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name of Christ,
if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask with a
sincere heart...he will manifest the truth of it unto
you....”—Moroni 10:4 But are feelings a reliable
way to determine truth? The Bible admonishes us
to “test” the spirits—not “feel” the spirits—to see if
they are of God.

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the
spirits whether they are of God: because many

~ false prophets are gone out into the world.”
—1 John 4:1'

Just as many “false prophets” have gone out into the
- world, so many false spirits (demons) have gone
out into the world, and it is a known fact that Satan
and his demons influence through feelings.

“...in the latter times some shall depart from the
faith, giving head to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils;”—1 Timothy 4:1

Consequently, the only reliable test of a religion is
to examine its history and doctrines in the light of
the objective standard of the Bible. Even the
Apostle Paul commended the Bereans for not just
blindly accepting his teaching of truth without
testing it against the Scriptures.

“These were more mnoble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the word
with all readiness of mind, and searched the
scriptures daily, whether those things were
so.”—Acts 17:11

Furthermore, various “General Authorities”
(recognized leaders) of the Mormon Church have
acknowledged this fact. Take note of the following
statements by Brigham Young who was the second

! All Biblical Scripture quotations are taken from the King
James Version
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Prophet of the Mormon Church, LDS Apostle
Orson Pratt, and current Mormon scripture.

“Take up the Bible, compare the religion of the
Latter-day Saints with it, and see if it will stand
the test.”—Journal of Dzscourses vol. 16,
p- 46, Brigham Young, 1873 (DP 1)

“The Book of Mormon claims to be a divinely
inspired record....This book must be either
true or false....If, after rigid examination, it be
found an imposition, it should be extensively
published to the world as such; the evidences
and arguments upon which the imposture was
detected, should be clearly and logically
stated...that those who continue to publish the
delusion, may be exposed and silenced...by
strong and powerful arguments—by evidences
adduced from scripture and reason.”
—Divine Authenticity of the Book of Mormon,
pp. 68-69, by Orson Pratt (DP 2)

“But, behold, I say unto you, that you
must study it out in your mind; then
you must ask me if it be right...”
—Doctrine and Covenants, Section 9:8 (DP 3)

Just as LDS scripture Doctrine and Covenants
admonishes one to “study” the Book of Mormon out
in one’s mind first before asking God if it is right,
we will now turn our attention to a critical
examination of the origin and doctrines of the book.

TESTING THE BOOK OF MORMON
Lack of Archaeological Evidence

Declaring that he translated the Book of Mormon
from gold plates he found on the Hill Cumorah in
upstate New York, Joseph Smith claimed that these
plates contain the record of ancient inhabitants of
America who migrated to America from Jerusalem.
The first migration led by Jared and his family
allegedly occurred about 2250 BC. As the story
goes, this group of people multiplied so much that

2 «pDpP” = Documentation Packet Page Number
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they divided into two nations and fought with each
other until everyone was killed. The second
migration consisting of Lehi, his family and friends
allegedly occurred around 600 BC. This group also

grew into two huge nations—the Nephites and the -

Lamanites. Wars broke out and eventually the
Lamanites killed off all the Nephites in AD 385.
Thus, according to Mormon history, the Lamanites
are the ancient ancestors of the American Indians
and are the sole survivors of this ancient migration.

If the Book of Mormon contains the record of
ancient inhabitants of America, it is logical that
archaeology would support its claims by finding
ruins of large groups of people who built immense,
fortified cities and whose large-scale wars
culminated in the destruction of thousands of
Nephite people near the Hill Cumorah in present-
day New York state. Yet, archaeological evidence
in support such claims is strikingly lacking.
Respected archaeological institutions such as the
National Geographic Society and the Smithsonian
Institution attest to this fact. (DP 4-7)

“Reports of findings of ancient Egyptian,
Hebrew, and other Old World writings in the
New World in pre-Columbian contexts have
frequently appeared in newspapers, magazines,
and sensational books. None of these claims
has stood up to examination by reputable
scholars.”—Smithsonian  Institution =~ Form
Letter, 1988 (DP 8)

Furthermore, Mormon scholars have repeatedly
endeavored to find Book of Mormon lands
somewhere in Central America. Nevertheless, these
scholars disagree among themselves as to the
location of these lands. Some point toward the
Costa Rica area, while others say the Yucatan
Peninsula, and still others focus on the Tehuantepec
area. Even Dr. Ray Matheny of Brigham Young
University admits to the lack of archaeological
evidence for historical accounts in the Book of
Mormon.
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“] would not dare make a claim for anything
about ancient cultures unless there was ample
evidence to back it up. To do otherwise would
be to deceive and be intellectually dishonest,
misusing my position as an investigative
scientist. While some people choose to make
claims for the Book of Mormon through
archaeological evidences, to me they are made
prematurely, and without sufficient
knowledge.”—Dr. Ray Matheny, Letter dated
December 17, 1987 (DP 8)

A “Correct” Translation?

In 1841, Joseph Smith claimed that the Book of
Mormon “was the most correct of any book on
earth,” and LDS History of the Church describes
an event which supposedly occurred soon after the
translation of the Book of Mormon from the gold
plates.

“We heard a voice from out of the bright light
above us, saying, ‘These plates have been
revealed by the power of God, and they have
been translated by the power of God. The
translation of them which you have seen is
correct, and I command you to bear record of
what you now see and hear.” ”—History of the
Church, vol. 1, pp. 54-55 (DP 10)

With such testimony from angelic beings affirming
the accuracy of the Book of Mormon—a translation
which is seen to be “the most correct of any book
on earth,” one wonders how any errors could have
crept into the original 1830 edition. Yet, the “Brief
Explanation” introduction found in current editions
notes:

“About this edition: Some minor errors in the
text have been perpetuated in past editions of
the Book of Mormon. This edition contains
corrections that seem appropriate to bring the
material into conformity with prepublication
manuscripts and early editions edited by the
Prophet Joseph Smith.”—1981 ed. (DP 11)

? History of the Church, vol. 4, p. 461 (DP 9)
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While the LDS church notes that “errors in the text
have been perpetuated in past editions,” they
quickly assert that these changes are somehow
being made in “conformity” with “early editions”
edited by Joseph Smith. But as we will see in
subsequent examples, most of the changes that have
been made in recent editions, were made to correct
the errors found in the original 1830 edition!

In his book Address to All Believers in Christ,
David Whitmer (who was one of the “Three
Witnesses” in the Book of Mormon) described the
process Joseph Smith employed in translating the
Book of Mormon from the gold plates.* According
to Whitmer, Joseph Smith was able to obtain an
exact translation of the “reformed Egyptian™ by use
of a “seer stone” in which the individual characters
and specific words appeared before his eyes. Such
an exact translation does not leave room for any
corrections or even spelling errors! Yet, from the
original 1830 edition to the present day editions,
over 4,000 changes have been counted and contrary
to LDS claims, not all of them have been “minor.”

Doctrinal changes such as the one at 1 Nephi 13:40
in which “the Lamb of God is the Eternal Father”
has been changed to read “the Lamb of God is the
Son of the Eternal Father.” leaves one to doubt the
validity of LDS claims regarding its accuracy.

Other major changes include Mosiah 21:28 where
“king Benjamin” has been changed to read “king
Mosiah.”® From chronology found in the Book of
Mormon, it appears that king Benjamin should have
been dead by this time.” How can a book of such
divine origin and “the most correct of any book on
earth,” get its people so confused?

In present editions, Alma 32:30 contains a 34 word
phrase that was left out of the 1830® printed edition

* Address To All Believers in Christ, 1887, p. 12 (DP 12)
> 1830 Book of Mormon, p. 32 (DP 13); See also 1 Nephi
11:18,21 (1830 Book of Mormon, p. 25) (DP 14)

¢ 1830 Book of Mormon, p. 200 (DP 15)

7 See Mosiah 6:3-7; 7:1

% 1830 Book of Mormon, p. 315 (DP-16)
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and was not put back in until 1981. Again, a person
must wonder how a book that is claimed to have
been “translated by the gift and power of God, and
not by any power of man” contain so many errors,

Plagiarism in the Book

‘While it is claimed that the Book of Mormon was
translated from gold plates written between 600 BC
and 421 AD, it contains vast segments of verses and
even whole chapters from the King James Version
(KJV) of the Bible. At 3 Nephi 13 of the 1830
edition,” Matthew 6:1-23 was nearly copied verse-
by-verse right into the Book of Mormon. Later
editions, however, have changed the KJV rendering
of “which” to “who.” 3 Nephi 21:22-22:5 of the

1830 edition,'® directly plagiarized Isaiah 54:1-4.

Later editions have added the phrase, “and shall not
remember the reproach of thy youth” to Isaiah’s text
verse four."!

If it is true that the Book of Mormon was written by
the fifth century, how could it contain such
extensive quotations from the AD 1611 King James
Version of the Bible?

While Mormons often respond to such allegations
of plagiarism by asserting that God being the author
of both the Bible and the Book of Mormon would
have inspired the same statements in both, such
argumentation overlooks the fact that even the
italicized words from the King James Version were
quoted. This is significant because the italicized
words found in the KJV text are not in the
original language but were added by the King
James translators to provide clarity. Thus, one must

‘ask, how could the Book of Mormon which was

allegedly written long before the King James
Version of the Bible, happen to include inserted
clarifying words from the King James translators—
unless of course, it is plagiarized?

® 1830 Book of Mormon, p. 482 (DP 17)
191830 Book of Mormon, p. 501 (DP 18)
! See 3 Nephi 22:4
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BOOK OF MORMON DOCTRINE:

BIBLICAL DOCTRINE:

MODALISM: The view that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
are simply three modes of manifestation: “...Behold, I am Jesus
Christ. I am the Father and the Son.” —FEther 3:14
(see also Mosiah 15:1-5)

TRINITY: One God (Isaiah 46:9) who is revealed in three
separate and distinct persons: the Father, Son and Holy Ghost
(Matthew 3:16-17; 28:19).

FAITH + WORKS = SALVATION “...for we know that it is

by grace that we are saved, after all we can do.” —2 Nephi
25:23

FAITH + SALVATION = WORKS: A true living faith in
Christ and a saving-trust of his completed purchase of our
salvation results in a life filled with good works that are done out
of gratitude for the free gift of salvation: “For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.”—Eph. 2:8-9
“And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace
is no more grace....”—Romans 11:6

BAPTISMAL REGENERATION: The idea that baptism is
absolutely necessary for salvation: “And he commandeth all men
that they must repent, and be baptized in his name...or they
cannot be saved in the kingdom of God.” —2 Nephi 9:23

SIGN—NOT SEAL OF FAITH: Baptism is not a part of the
saving process (the gospel), but is merely a response to salvation.
“For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel.”
—1 Corinthians 1:17

HISTORY: There was a group of people (Jared and his
brothers) whose language was not confounded at the tower of
Babel (Ether 1:35-37).

HISTORY: “Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because
the LORD did there confound the language of all the
earth....”—Genesis 11:9

Incompatible Doctrine

As is noted in the chart above, the doctrine in the
Book of Mormon does not agree with Biblical
doctrine. How can God be the author of a book that
disagrees with the revelation He has already given
in the Bible?

“to the law and to the testimony: if they speak
not according to this word, it is because there
is no light in them.”—Isaiah 8:20

TESTING DOCTRINE & COVENANTS

Many changes have also been made to the LDS
“scripture” of Doctrine and Covenants. One of the
most significant of these changes is the deletion of a
section that was 68 pages long, containing more
than 20,000 words. This section found in the
original 1835 edition wasn’t removed until 1921.12
Entitled “Lectures on Faith” and consisting of
seven lectures within this larger section, this series
of Lectures was deemed so important by Joseph

Smith and early Church leaders that they even

2 Explanatory Introduction, Doctrine and Covenants, 1986ed.
(DP 19)
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referenced these lectures in their preface to the 1835
edition by stating that the lectures embraced “the
important doctrine of salvation.” (DP 20-21) The
reason for the exclusion of this section is likely due
to the fact that in these lectures, Joseph Smith
taught a doctrine that the Mormon church now calls
heresy—the idea that God the Father is “a
personage of spirit” and that there are only “two
personages” who comprise the “Godhead.” (DP 22)

Another section of Doctrine and Covenants that has
undergone major revision is Doctrine and
Covenants Section 5. When it was originally
published in the Book of Commandments in 1833, it
stated that God had told Joseph Smith that he would
only have one “gift” to translate one book—that
being the Book of Mormon:

“And now, behold, this shall you say unto
him:—I the Lord am God, and I have given
these things unto my servant Joseph...and he
has a gift to translate the book, and I have
commanded him that he shall pretend to no
other gift, for I will grant him no other gift.
And verily I say unto you, that wo shall come
unto the inhabitants of the earth....” —Book of
Commandments, Chapter 4:2-3 (DP 23)
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When Joseph Smith allegedly translated the “Book of
Abraham” in the LDS Scripture Pearl of Great Price
from an Egyptian papyrus, Smith was compelled to
change the wording of this revelation to accommodate
his new gift to translate the Egyptian papyrus. The
revelation now reads: :

“And now, behold, this shall you say unto him——
he who spake unto you, said unto you: I, the
Lord, am God, and have given these things unto
you, my servant Joseph Smith, Jun....And you
have a gift to translate the plates: and this is the
first gift that I bestowed upon you; and I have
commanded that you should pretend to no
other gift until my purpose is fulfilled in this;
for I will grant unto you no other gift until it is
finished. Verily, I say unto you, that woe shall
come unto the inhabitants of the earth....”
—Doctrine and Covenants, Section 5:2,4-5
(DP 24)*

Such drastic changes to “scripture” certainly cannot be
of God. Just as LDS Apostle Joseph Fielding Smith
noted in his Doctrines of Salvation, if Joseph Smith’s
“claims and declarations were built upon fraud and
deceit, there would appear many errors and
contradictions, which would be easy to detect. The
doctrines of false teachers will not stand the test when
tried by the accepted standards of measurement, the
scriptures.”—Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p. 188
(DP 25)

TESTING THE LDS DOCTRINE OF MAN

Mormonism teaches that God is quite literally the Father
of every human being who has ever lived on planet
earth. Proclaiming that each person was first “begotten”
as a spirit by Heavenly Father and Heavenly Mother in
a spirit world called Kolob, they assert that every
spirit who proves himself worthy in this spirit world
is rewarded for his faithfulness by eventually being
born as a human into a family here on earth.

1 All underlined sections of this quote as well as those in the
photocopies of Doctrine and Covenants in the Documentation
packet are the portions of the revelation that were added since

its original version was published in the Book of

Commandments.
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“God is not only our ruler and creator; he is also
our Heavenly Father. ‘All men and women
are.. literally the sons and daughters of
Deity....Man, as a spirit, was begotten and
born of heavenly parents, and reared to
maturity in.the eternal mansions of the Father,
prior to coming upon the earth in a temporal

[physical] body’ "—Gospel Principles, 1992
ed.,p. 11 (DP 26)

“By definition, exaltation includes the ability to
procreate the family unit throughout eternity.
This our Father in heaven has power to do. His
marriage partner is our mother in heaven. We
are their spirit children, born to them in the
bonds of celestial marriage....For as we have a
Father in heaven, so also we have a Mother
there, a glorified, exalted, ennobled Mother.”
—Achieving A Celestial Marriage Student
Manual, p. 129 (DP 27)

“We were made first spiritual [i.e. in heaven]
and afterwards temporal [i.e. on this earth.]”
—Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p. 97 (DP 28)

The Bible clearly articulates that God is called
“Father” in the limited sense of being the supreme
Creator of all things; but calling God “Father” in the
sense of being the Creator is quite different from the
spiritual sense in which one can truly call God his
personal “Father.” The Bible is absolutely explicit
in stating that only those individuals who have been
spiritually “adopted” into God’s family through
personal acceptance of Christ have the privilege
(power) of calling God their personal “Father.”

“But as many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name:”—John 1:12

“But when the fulness of the time was come,
God sent forth his Son...to redeem them that
were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons.”-—Galatians 4:4-5

If everyone is already in God’s family as “sons of

God,” why would the Bible state that each person
needs to personally undergo “adoption” into
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God’s family through the blood of Jesus? Christ
plainly declared that He is the only one who had a
pre-existence before coming to earth, and as a

result, He is the only one who can truly say that He -

is from “above”™—i.e., Heaven!

“And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath;
I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not
of this world.....Ye are of your father the
devil....”—John 8:23, 44

If the Mormon doctrine of man’s pre-existence is

true and all humans are sons of God in a literal,
physical sense, why would Jesus have told the Jews

that they were of their “father the dev1l”‘7 Does

Satan have “literal” children?

As is clearly seen, the terms “father” and “son” in
these contexts are strictly employed in a figurative,
spiritual manner to convey the relationship
between God and man—not to denote some so-
called “pre-existence.” Indeed, the Bible declares
that God “formeth the spirit of man within him”
(Zechariah 12:1), thus, he is not begotten first in
some so-called “spirit world.”

“Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual,
but that which is natural; and afterward that
which is spiritual.” —1 Corinthians 15:46

TESTING THE LDS DOCTRINE OF GOD

The Mormon Church proclaims that God the Father
“is an exalted Man” who has not always been God,
but who had to dwell “on an earth the same as Jesus
Christ himself did” in order to earn the right to have
His kingdom.

“God himself was once as we are now, and is an
exalted Man....We have imagined and supposed
that God was God from all eternity, I will
refute that idea....he was once a man like us;
yea, that God himself the Father of us all, dwelt
on an earth the same as Jesus Christ himself

By faithfully following all the “ordinances” of the
LDS gospel, “worthy” Mormons hope to eventually
attain to the level of “exaltation” of “Heavenly
Father” and to become “Gods” like Him. The
Mormon “gospel” is basically summed up in the
following statement by Joseph Smith:

“Here, then, is eternal life—to know the only
wise and true God; and you have got to learn
how to be Gods yourselves....My Father
worked out his kingdom with fear and
‘trembling, and I must do the same.”—Journal of
Discourses, vol. 6, p. 4 (DP 30)

How does the Mormon god compare with the God
of the Bible?

“I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger,

I will not return to destroy Ephraim: for I am

God, and not man; the Holy One in the midst

of thee: and I will not enter into the city.”
—Hosea 11:9

“God is not a man, that he should lie; neither
the son of man, that he should repent: hath he
said, and shall he not do i? or hath he
spoken, and shall he not make it good?”
—Numbers 23:19

“Professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools, and changed the glory of the
uncorruptible God into an image made like to
corruptible man....” —Romans 1:22-23

“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer,
son of the morning! how art thou cut down to
the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For
thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars
of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the
congregation, in the sides of the north: I will
ascend above the heights of the clouds; T will be
like the most High.” —Isaiah 14:12-14

“And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall
not surely die: For God doth know that in the
day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be

did”—Joseph Smith, 1844, Jowrnal of opened., and ye sha}]l be as gods, knowing good
Discourses, vol. 6, p. 3 (DP 29) and evil.” —Genesis 3:4-5
6
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Mormons often respond to these Biblical passages
by arguing that they don’t believe they will take
Heavenly Father’s place but that they merely want
to be “a god like Him.” But notice how Lucifer
didn’t say that he wanted to take Heavenly Father’s
place either; he merely wanted to be “like” God.
Not only is this the very doctrine that caused God to
remove “Lucifer” from heaven, but it is the same lie
that Satan told Eve which caused Adam and Eve to
be thrown out of the Garden of Eden. Indeed, “no
truth” abides in Satan “for he is a liar, and the
father” of lies. '

“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of
your father ye will do. He was a murderer from
the beginning, and abode not in the truth,
because there is no truth in him. When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is
a liar, and the father of it.”—John 8:44
Mormonism proclaims that God our “Father in
Heaven” was begotten on a previous heavenly
world by His Father; and again, He was begotten by
a still more ancient Father and so on, from
generation to generation, from one heavenly world
to another still more ancient....”"* How can the God
of Mormonism be the same God of the Bible when
the Bible teaches that neither God the Father nor
Jesus Christ had any “beginning of days nor end of
life’—Hebrews 7:3?"°

“You are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my
servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know
and believe me, and understand that 1 am he;
before me there was no God formed, neither
shall there be after me.... Thus saith the LORD
the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of
hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and
beside me there is no God....ye are even my
witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there
is no God; I know not any.... Remember the
former things of old: for I am God, and there is
none else; I am God, and there is none like
me.”—Isaiah 43:10; 44:6, 8; 46:9

1 Apostle Orson Pratt, The Seer, p. 132 (DP 31)
1> See also Psalm 90:2
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TESTING THE LDS DOCTRINE OF
JESUS CHRIST

“But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent
beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is
in Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth
another Jesus, whom we have not preached....”
—2 Corinthians 11:3-4

In this Biblical passage, one can see the seriousness
of falling into the deception of Satan by placing
faith in a counterfeit Jesus. Since Jesus is the sole
source of salvation (John 14:6), merely affirming
“belief in Christ” while clinging to a distorted view
of His identity will lead to spiritual destruction, for
a counterfeit Jesus cannot save anyone.

In the same way that Mormonism distorts the nature
of the God the Father, Mormonism distorts the
identity of Jesus Christ and thus falls under the
condemnation of proclaiming “another Jesus” than
the one “preached” in the Bible.

Distorting the Incarnation

Because Mormonism teaches that God was quite
literally the father of Jesus Christ—not only in the
spiritual realm but in the physical realm as well, it
proclaims that Jesus was not begotten in the flesh
by the Holy Ghost, but by the exalted man
Heavenly Father.

“When the Virgin Mary conceived the child
Jesus, the Father had begotten him in his own
likeness. He was not begotten by the Holy
Ghost.”—Brigham Young, 1852, Journal of
Discourses, vol. 1, p. 50 (DP 32)

“Christ Not Begotten of Holy Ghost....he was
not born without the aid of Man, and that Man
was God!”—Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines
of Salvation, vol. 1, p. 18 (DP 33)

Thus, according to Mormonism, the “Virgin Mary”
wasn’t truly a virgin in purity as we know it, but
was the “lawful wife of God the Father.”

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80949




“The fleshly body of Jesus required a Mother as

well as a Father. Therefore, the Father and
Mother of Jesus, according to the flesh, must
have been associated together in the capacity of
Husband and Wife; hence the Virgin Mary
must have been, for the time being, the lawful
wife of God the Father....”—Orson Pratt, The
Seer, p. 158 (DP 34)

“The man Joseph, the husband of Mary, did not,
that we know of, have more than one wife, but
Mary the wife of Joseph had another
husband.”—Brigham Young, Jowrnal of
Discourses, 1866, vol. 11, p. 268 (DP 35)

How can the Jesus of Mormonism be the same
Jesus of the Bible when the Bible clearly articulates
how the “virgin” Mary “was found with child of the
Holy Ghost” and not by a so-called “exalted Man”?

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise:
When as his mother Mary was espoused to
Joseph, before they came together, she was
found with child of the Holy Ghost....Behold, a
virgin shall be with child....”—Matt 1:18, 23

Distorting the Eternal Nature of Christ

In the same way that Mormonism perverts the
Biblical concept of the incarnation of Christ,
Mormonism distorts the eternal nature of Christ.
Far from the Jesus of the Bible who in His very
nature is the “Father”/Possessor of eternity
(Isaiah 9:6) and who created “all” things including
the “principalities” of Lucifer and his angels,
Mormon doctrine relegates Christ to being the mere
created “spirit brother” of “Lucifer.” Thus, in
Mormon doctrine, Jesus’ “appointment” to being
the “Savior of the world” was “contested” by his
rival brother Lucifer who also wanted to be chosen
as “the Savior of Mankind.”

“The appointment of Jesus to be the Savior of
the world was contested by one of the other
sons of God. He was called Lucifer, son of the
morning....this  spirit-brother of Jesus
desperately tried to become the Savior of
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mankind.”—Milton R. Hunter,
Through the Ages, p. 15 (DP 36)

The Gospel

Does this sound like the Jesus of the Bible who
possesses eternity and who never had to rival for
the position “Savior” with Lucifer whom He
created?

“For by him [Jesus] were all things created, that
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions,
or principalities, or powers: all things were
created by him, and for him.” —Colossians 1:16

“All things were made by him: and without
him was not any thing made that was
made.”—John 1:3

“For unto us a child is born...and his name shall
be called Wonderful, Counseller, The Mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace”—Isaiah 9:6

“Without father, without Mother, without
descent, having neither beginning of days, nor
end of life; but made like unto the Son of
God....”—Hebrews 7:3

As if distorting the eternal nature of Christ and
perverting the Biblical concept of the incarnation
wasn’t enough, Mormon leaders have continued the
blasphemy by additionally proclaiming that both
God the Father and Jesus Christ have more than one
wife. Therefore, according to Mormonism, far from
being the guest who was merely invited to the
“marriage in Cana of Galilee,”'® the soon imminent
Mormon polygamist (Jesus Christ) married “Mary,
Martha, and the other Mary”.

“...there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee...no
less a person than Jesus Christ was married on
that occasion. If he was never married, his
intimacy with Mary and Martha, and the other
Mary also whom Jesus loved, must have been
highly unbecoming and improper to say the best
of it.”—Orson Hyde, 1857, Journal of
Discourses, vol. 4, p. 259 (DP 37)

16 See John chapter two
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Limiting the Atonement

A lesser-known LDS principle prominently taught
in the early years of Mormonism but still affirmed
today is the “blood atonement” doctrine which
states that there are “serious sins for which the
cleansing of Christ does not operate and the law
of God is that men must then have their own blood

shed to atone for their sins.”—Apostle Bruce R.
McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 92

Because this doctrine is so embarrassing to
Mormonism and is one of the clearest examples of
Mormon perversion of Christianity, LDS Apostle
Bruce McConkie endeavors to down-play this
teaching in the writings of early Mormon leaders by
stating:

“...wicked and evilly-disposed persons have
fabricated false and slanderous stories to the
effect that the Church, in the early days of this
dispensation, engaged in a practice of blood
atonement....By taking one sentence on one
page and another from a succeeding page and
even by taking a part of a sentence on one

page and a part of another found several
pages away—all wholly torn from context—
dishonest persons have attempted to make it
appear that Brigham Young and others taught
things just the opposite of what they really

believed and taught.”—AMormon Doctrine, p. 92
(DP 38)

While Mormonism endeavors to silence its critics
by accusing them of deception and taking
statements out of context, the actual documented
evidence proves otherwise. Note the following
statements made by Brigham Young regarding this
doctrine. As you will see in these quotations, no
sentences are taken apart or construed from
different pages:

“There are sins that men commit for which they
cannot receive forgiveness in this world, or in
that which is to come, and if they had their eyes
open to see their true condition, they would be
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perfectly willing to have their blood spilt
upon the ground, that the smoke thereof might
ascend to heaven as an offering for their sins;
and the smoking incense would atone for their
sins, whereas, if such is not the case, they would

- stick to them and remain upon them in the spirit

world. 1 know, when you hear my brethren
telling about cutting people off from the earth,
that you consider it a strong doctrine; but it is to
save them, not to destroy them.”—Brigham
Young, 1856, Journal of Discourses, vol 4, p. 53
(DP 40-41)

“I say, rather than that apostates should flourish
here, I will unsheath my bowie knife, and
conquer or die. [Great commotion in the
congregation, and a simultaneous burst of
feeling, assenting to the declaration.] Now, you
nasty apostates, clear out, or judgment will be
put to the line, and righteousness to the
plummet. [Voices, generally, ‘go it, go it.’] If
you say it is right, raise your hands. [All hands
up.] Let us call upon the Lord to assist us in
this, and every good work.”—DBrigham Young,
1853, Jouwrnal of Discourses, vol 1, p. 83
(Brackets in the original) (DP 42)

As one can clearly see, none of these statements are
taken out of context. Ironically, while McConkie
accuses critics of fabricating “false” stories
regarding this doctrine, he affirms it as a “true
doctrine:”

“...the true doctrine of blood atonement is
simply this....under certain circumstances there
are some serious sins for which the cleansing of
Christ does not operate, and the law of God is
that men must then have their own blood shed
to atone for their sins. Murder, for instance, is
one of these sins; hence we find the Lord
commanding capital punishment....President
Joseph Fielding Smith has written: ‘Men may
commit certain grievous sins...that will place
him beyond the reach of the atoning blood of
Christ....for the blood of Christ alone under
certain circumstances will not avail.... Therefore
their only hope is to have their own blood shed
to atone, as far as possible, in their behalf.”
—Mormon Doctrine, pp. 92-93 (DP 38-39)
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EXAMINING THE CLAIMS’ O,

IORMON ISM
SAINTS The True Church?

While Mormonism endeavors to validate their
“blood atonement” doctrine by citing the Biblical
penalty of “capital punishment” for murders, such
argumentation totally ignores the basis behind this
injunction and is fatally flawed on three accounts.

1) Ignoring the Context: The principle of capital
punishment for murders was given to Noah and
his family right after the occurrence of the Flood
(see Genesis 9:6). Biblical scholars affirm that
this is the place where government was first
instituted. Therefore, in our time, this principle
is not to rest in the hands of individuals who
desire revenge (or in the hands of a religion that
wants to “clear out” so-called “apostates” from
their domain), but in the hands of the appointed
government.

2) Denying the Sufficiency of the Blood of
Christ: While Mormonism is quick to point to
the fact that in the Old Testament, capital
punishment was the penalty for murder, it
overlooks the fact that according to the Bible,
the penalty of all sin (not just murder) is death.
(Romans 6:23) Thus, to argue that murder is
not covered under the blood of Jesus is to
accuse Jesus of not completing His work.

“When Jesus therefore had received the
vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.”
—John 19:30

3) Overlooking the Example of Paul: The
Apostle Paul considered himself the “chief” of
“sinners,”’” because he had “persecuted the
church of God.”'® He was the one who was
behind the brutal murder of Stephen and
imprisonment of Christians in the early
church.” Since the Apostle Paul found Jesus’
blood sufficient to cleans him of murder, why
should there ever be anmy instance in which
“men must then have their own blood shed to
atone for their sins”?

71 Timothy 1:15
81 Corinthians 15:9
9 Acts 7:54-8:3
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Instead of trusting in the Jesus of Mormonism who
is a polygamist, the “spirit-brother” of Lucifer, and
who may not be able to forgive all of your sins, why
not trust in the Jesus of the Bible who claims:

“...Is my hand shortened at all, that it cannot
redeem? or have I no power to deliver?...Behold
the LORD’S hand is mnot shortened, that it
cannot save....” —Isaiah 50:2; 59:1

“And you, being dead in your sins and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened
together with him, having forgiven you all
trespasses. Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which was
contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to his cross....For ye are dead, and your
life is hid with Christ in God.” —Colossians
2:13-14; 3:3

“...the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin...If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us owr sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousnesses.”
—1 John 1:9

“For as the heaven is high above the earth, so
great is his mercy toward them that fear him. As
far as the east is from the west, so far hath he
removed our transgressions from us.”
—Psalm 103:11-12

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners; of whom I am
chief.”—1 Timothy 1:15

TESTING THE MORMON
“PRIESTHOOD AUTHORITY”

Latter-day Saints believe that in order for a male to
be able to become “exalted” as “a god” in the
“Celestial” (highest) kingdom of heaven, he must
hold the Mormon “Aaronic” and “Melchizedek
Priesthoods.” According to Mormonism, this
Priesthood authority is absolutely essential for any
person to be able to perform any of the ordinances
of the Mormon “Gospel” (such as “baptism” and the
“laying on of hands to receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost”). Thus, they claim that in 1829, Joseph
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Smith and Oliver Cowdery were “ordained” to these
Priesthoods by John the Baptist and the apostles
Peter, James, and John—resulting in a “restoration”
of this “Priesthood authority” that was allegedly
“lost” from the earth at the death of these Biblical
apostles.

What does the Bible have to say about Priesthood
authority? Did the Biblical apostles hold these
Priesthoods? What about Jesus Himself? Did He
hold the “Aaronic Priesthood” as the Mormons
claim?

“These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the
priests which were anointed, whom he
consecrated to minister in the priest’s
office....Bring the tribe of Levi near, and
present them before Aaron the priest, that they
may minister unto him.....And thou shalt
appoint Aaron and his sons, and they shall wait
on their priest’s office: and the stranger
that cometh neigh shall be put to death.
—Numbers 3:3, 6, 10

“And verily they that are of the sons of Levi,
who receive the office of the Priesthood, have
a commandment to take tithes....If therefore
perfection were by the . Levitical
Priesthood...what further need was there that
another priest should rise after the order of
Melchisedec, and not be called after
the order of Aaron?...For it is evident that
our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe
Moses spake nothing concerning Priesthood.”
—Hebrews 7:5, 11, 14

While Mormonism is quick to assert that Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdry were ordained to these
Priesthoods by the Biblical apostles, it overlooks the
fact that not only was Jesus Himself unable to hold
the “Aaronic Priesthood” because He was not born
of the tribe of Levi, but none of Jesus’ apostles
where able to hold these Priesthoods for they could
not fulfill the necessary qualifications. Thus, the
“Priesthood” authority was “changed” from the
“Aaronic” Priesthood (held solely by men of the
Levitical lineage) to the Melchisedec Priesthood
(held by Jesus alone).

WITNESSES FOR JESUS
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“...what further need was there that another
priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec,
and not be called after the order of Aaron? For
the Priesthood being changed, there is made of

necessity a change also of the law....”

—Hebrews 7:11-12

This Melchisedec Priesthood can only be held by
Jesus because He is the only one who can fulfill the
qualifications.

“For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of
the most high God....Without father, without
mother, without descent, having neither
beginning of days, nor end of life; but made
like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest
continually. Now consider how great this man
was....For such an high priest became us, who is
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who
needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer
up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for
the people’s: for this he did once, when he
offered up himself.”—Hebrews 7:1, 3-4, 26-27

How can any man other than Jesus be “without
father, without mother, without descent, having
neither beginning of days™?*® Jesus was able to
fulfill these qualifications because His eternal
nature as God is without “beginning of days”?
Therefore, it is only in His human nature as the
“Son of Man,” that Jesus possesses a genealogy and
was born of his mother Mary. Furthermore, just as
“all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God,”* so only Jesus fulfills the qualification to be
“holy,” “undefiled,” and “separate from sinners.”

It is for this reason that unlike the Levitical priests
of the Aaronic Priesthood who were constantly
passing the Priesthood on to others to avoid the
extinction of that Priesthood, Jesus permanently

% Mormons often try to avoid the implications of these
qualifications by asserting that these qualifications apply to
the office of Melchisedec Priesthood, and not to individual
men in the Priesthood. However, notice that the following
verse speaks of how great this “man” was (vs. 4), and not of
how great this “office” is.

! Romans 3:23
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possesses this Melchisedec Priesthood which can
never be passed down to anyone else.

“And they truly were many priests, because
they were not suffered to continue by reason of
death: But this man, because he continueth
ever, hath an wunchangeable Priesthood.”
—Hebrews 7:23-24

According to  Strong’s  Concordance, the
Greek word (anopofotoG—aparabatos) translated
“unchangeable” in  Hebrews 7:24 means
“untransferable (perpetual).””” In other words,
unlike the Aaronic Priesthood that was passed down
from one man to another, Jesus’ Melchisedec
Priesthood is “untransferable” in that it cannot be
‘handed-down or conferred to anyone else. Jesus
possesses it permanently.

While only Jesus can hold the official “authority” of
the Melchisedic Priesthood, the Bible does mention
that there is a Priesthood of all believers. In other
words, anyone (whether male or female) who has
been called out of spiritual darkness into the
marvellous light of Christ can claim to be of the
“holy priesthood” and ‘“chosen generation” of the
people of God.

“Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual
house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ....But ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people;
that ye should shew forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light.”—1 Peter 2:5, 9

Unlike the Aaronic and Melchisedec Priesthoods
that required sacrifices for sin, this Priesthood of all
believers brings forth the “spiritual sacrifices” of
“praises” to Jesus for what He has accomplished in
becoming our sole High Priest—once for all paying
the price of our redemption from sin and freeing us
to no longer be in the bondage of darkness.

224531 - Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, by
James Strong, p. 13 (DP 43)
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The Black Revelation of 1978

Mormonism teaches that black skin is the “mark of
Cain” and a sign of being cursed from being able to
hold the LDS Priesthoods. As a. result, black
Mormon men were not granted Priesthood status in
the LDS Church—that is, until September 30, 1978
when LDS Prophet Spencer W. Kimball allegedly
received a “new revelation” stating:

“He has heard our prayers, and by revelation has
confirmed that the long-promised day has
come when every faithful, worthy man in the
Church- may  receive the - holy
Priesthood....Accordingly, all worthy male
members of the Church may be ordained to the
Priesthood without regard for race or
color.”—Doctrine and Covenants, Declaration 2
(DP 44)

As justification for this “new revelation,” LDS
authorities argue that this release “day” was
“promised” by early Mormon prophets. But, an
examination of the writings of the early LDS
prophets reveal that the “promised” day could not
have possibly been in 1978, because even to this
day, not all of the white “descendants of Adam have
received...the blessing of the Priesthood” as was
prophesied would be the case when this day would
arrive.

“You see some classes of the human family that
are black....Cain slew his brother....the Lord put
a mark upon him, which is the flat nose and
black skin....How long is that race to endure
that dreadful curse that is upon them? That
curse will remain upon them, and they never
can hold the Priesthood or share in it until all
the other descendants of Adam have received
the promises and enjoyed the blessings of the
Priesthood and the keys thereof....When the
residue of the family of Adam come up and
receive their blessings, then the curse will be
removed from the seed of Cain....”—Brigham
Young, 1859, Journal of Discourses, vol 7,
pp. 290-291 (DP 45)
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Current Racism in Mormon Doctrine

While on the surface, it may appear that
Mormonism has cleared up its racist doctrine
toward blacks by allowing them into the LDS
Priesthoods, such changes are merely superficial for
LDS scripture and doctrine still teaches that black
skin is evidence of unfaithfulness in LDS pre-
mortal life.

“Those who were less valiant in pre-
existence...are known to us as the negroes.
Such spirits are sent to earth through the lineage
of Cain, the mark put upon him for his rebellion
against God and his murder of Abel being a
black skin....”—Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon
Doctrine, 1966ed., p. 527 (DP 46)

“The race and nation in which men are born in
this world is a direct result of their pre-existent
life.”—Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine,
1986ed., p. 616 (DP 47)

Even though LDS Apostle Bruce McConkie’s book
Mormon Doctrine has undergone extensive changes
in the area of doctrine regarding black people, the
1986 edition still states that a man’s “race” into
which he is born is directly determined by his
alleged “pre-existent life”. Furthermore, the Book
of Mormon to this day still equates black skin with
rebellion against God.

“And he had caused the cursing to come upon
them, yea, even a sore cursing, because of their
iniquity. For behold, they had hardened their
hearts against him, that they had become like
unto a flint; wherefore, as they were white, and
exceedingly fair and delightsome, that they
might not be enticing unto my people the Lord
God did cause a skin of blackness to come upon
them.”—2 Nephi 5:21, 1986ed. (DP 48)

Civil War Not to Free the Slaves?

It is precisely because of this doctrine regarding
black skin that Brigham Young falsely prophesied
in 1863 that the Civil War would not free the slaves.

“Will the present struggle free the slave?
No....Treat the slaves kindly and let them live,
for Ham must be the servant of servants until the
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curse is removed. Can you destroy the decrees
of the Almighty? You cannot.”—Brigham
Young, Journal of Discourses, vol. 10, p. 250
(DP 49)

TESTING LDS PROPHETS
Brigham Young’s “Adam-God” Doctrine

Brigham Young (2™ Prophet of the LDS Church)
taught that Adam “is our Father and our God, and
the only god with whom WE have to do.”” Thus,
he claimed:

“When our father Adam came into the garden of
Eden, he came into it with a celestial body, and
brought Eve, one of his wives, with him....Jesus,
our elder brother, was begotten in the flesh by
the same character that was in the garden of
Eden, and who is our Father in Heaven.”—
Brigham Young, 1852, Journal of Discourses,
vol. 1 pp. 50-51 (DP 50)

The LDS church no longer believes this doctrine
anymore, and they endeavor to deny the fact that
Brigham Young actually taught it. Yet, Brigham
Young said that he “never yet preached a
sermon. ..that they may not call Scripture.””*

“If there arise among you a prophet, or a
dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a
wonder, And the sign or the wonder come to
pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us
go after other gods, which thou hast not known,
and let us serve them; Thou shalt not harken
unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer
of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you,
to know whether ye love the LORD your God
with all your heart and with all your soul....
And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams,
shall be put to death; because he has spoken to
turn you away from the LORD your God....So
shalt thou put the evil away from the midst of
thee.” —Deuteronomy 13:1-5

Life on the Sun and Moon?

“Who can tell us of the inhabitants of this little
planet that shines of an evening, called the

2 Journal of biscourses, vol. 1, p. 50 (emphasis in original)
2 Journal of Discourses, vol 13, p 95;cf ibid p 264 (DP 51-52)
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moon?...and when you inquire about the
inhabitants of that sphere you find that the
most learned are as ignorant in regard to them as
the most ignorant of their fellows. So it is with
regard to the inhabitants of the sun. Do you
think it is inhabited? I rather think it is. Do
you think there is any life there? No question of
it; it was not maid in vain.”—Brigham Young,
1870, Journal of Discourses, vol. 13, p. 271
(DP 53)

“Nearly all the great discoveries of men in the
last half century have, in one way or another,
either directly or indirectly, contributed to prove
Joseph Smith to be a Prophet. As far back as
1837, 1 know that he said the moon was
inhabited by men and women the same as this
earth, and that they lived to a greater age than
we do—that they live generally to near the age
of a 1000 years. He described the men as
averaging near six feet in height, and dressing
quite uniformly in something near the Quaker
style.”—Oliver B. Huntington, 1892, Young
Woman'’s Journal, vol. 3, p. 263 (DP 54)

Polygamy Never Banned in Utah State?

“ ‘Do you think that we shall ever be admitted as
a State into the Union without denying the
principle of polygamy? If we are not
admitted wuntil then, we shall never be
admitted.”—Brigham Young, 1866, Journal of
Discourses, vol. 11, p. 269 (DP 55)

Brigham Young to become President
of the United States?

“The Church and kingdom to which we belong
will become the kingdom of our God and his
Christ, and brother Brigham Young will
become President of the United States.
[Voices responded, ‘Amen.’]...You may think
that I am joking; but I am perfectly willing that
brother Long would write every word of it; for I
can see it just as naturally as I see the earth and
the productions thereof.”—Herber C. Kimball,
1856, Journal of Discourses, vol. 5, p. 219
(DP 56)
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Unparalleled Destruction?

“And now I am prepared to say by the authority
of Jesus Christ, that not many years shall pass
away before the United States shall present
such a scene of bloodshed as has not a parallel
in the history of our nation: pestilence, hail,
famine, and earthquake will sweep the wicked
of this generation from off the face of the
land....therefore I declare unto you the warning
which the Lord has commanded me to declare
unto this generation, remembering that the eyes
of my Maker are upon me, and that to him I am
accountable for every word I say....”—Joseph
Smith, 1833, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, 1976, p. 17 (DP 57)

When did “hail, famine, and earthquake...sweep the
wicked of this generation from off the face of the
land”? When did unparalleled earthquakes and hail
storms sweep the wicked of the generation of 1833
from the United States? Indeed, “many years” have
passed since that generation was in existence, yet
the wicked where never annihilated from the land.

The Need for a Living Prophet?

Jesus warned his followers that in the last days
“many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive
many.”” What is the test to determine a false
prophet from a true prophet?

“But the prophet, which shall presume to
speak a word in my name, which I have not
commanded him to speak, or that shall speak
in the name of other gods, even that prophet
shall die. And if thou say in thine heart, How
shall we know the word which the LORD hath
not spoken? When a prophet speaketh in the
name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor
come to pass, that is the thing which the
LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath
spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be
afraid of him.”—Deuteronomy 18:20-22

The test of a true prophet is 100% accuracy in his
predictions. All it takes to disqualify a person from
being a true prophet of God is one failed prophecy.

% Matthew 24:11
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Furthermore, just as the penalty for false prophecy
is death, so the penalty of following a false prophet
is spiritual death.

“...the prophet that teacheth lies, he is the
“tail....and they that are led of them are
destroyed.”—Isaiah 9:15-16

While it is true that prior to Christ, God led his
people through living prophets whom He would
appoint to speak in His name,® ever since the
- coming of Christ, God no longer appoints living
prophets to lead His people as He did in those days.

“God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by
the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken
unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed
heir of all things....”—Hebrews 1:1-2

“The law and the prophets were until John:
since that time the kingdom of God is preached,
- and every man presseth into it.”—Luke 16:16

Just as Luke notes, John the Baptist was the last
living prophet of God, for he paved the way for
Jesus Christ who 1is God’s Final Word
(John 1:1,14). Changing the way He communicates
and leads His people, God now works individually
with each believer who has personally come to
Jesus and placed his full trust in Christ’s
all-sufficient sacrifice for sin.

“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus....Let us
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of

faith....”—Hebrews 10:19, 22

“For there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;”
—1 Timothy 2:5

As Jesus is now the sole Prophet and Priest of true
Christians, the true believer does not need anyone
other than Jesus to be his mediator between himself
and God. No church, organization, or individual

can ever truly claim to be the “only way of

% Amos 3:7
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salvation” for trusting in Jesus and developing an
intimate personal relationship with Jesus is the only
way one can truly be saved and connect with the
living God of the universe.

“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but
by me.”—John 14:6 ‘

Instead of placing your trust in a religion, church, or
prophet who falsely claims to be the way to God,
why not place you full trust in Jesus alone? He is
the only one who can truly satisfy your deepest
longing for security and assurance of eternal life.

“I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my
hand.” —John 10:28

“And this is the record, that God hath given to us
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath
the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God
hath not life. These things have I written unto you
that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye
may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may
believe on the name of the Son of God.” —I1 John
5:11-13

“But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do
fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have
taken us away.” —Isaiah 64:6

“And be found in him, not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is
of God by faith.” —Philippians 3:9

He lived the perfect life in your place, and He now
offers you His perfection in exchange for your sin.
Why not come to Jesus today, and ask Him to be
your righteousness for you?

“By the which will we are sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for
all...For by one offering he hath perfected for
ever them that are sanctified.”—Heb 10:10, 14

“...having forgiven you all trespasses; Blotting out
the handwriting of ordinances that was against us,
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the
way, nailing it to his cross.”—Colossians 2:13-14
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Dear Mr. GEEEN):

We appreciate the interélt that prompted you to vrite
to the National Geographic Society.

The Society has been asked several times vhether the
Book of Mormon has been substantiated by archaeological
findings. We referred this question to the late Dr. Keal M.
Judd, noted archaeologist of the Smithsonian Institution,

and his reply vas as follows:

Neither representatives of the Kational
Geographic Society nor, to my knowledge,

archaeologists connected with any other insti-

tution of equal estige have ever used the Book

of Mormon in locating historic ruins in Middle

America or elsevhere.

I hope this information vill prove helpful. It was a
pleasure to be of assistance.

Sincerely yours,

(;&,m.c;j QLhaur~

Janet L. Shaw
JIS:rd Research Correspondence

Netonal Gcoarafhl'c Sbcicf‘y form Letrer
/1980



Information from the

National Museum of Natural History
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION WASHINGTON, D.C. 20560

Your receat inquiry concerning the Smithsonian
Institution's alleged use of the 3ook of Mormoa as a
scientific guide has been raceived in the Smithsonian's
Department of Anthropoiogy.

The Book of Mormon is a religious document and not a
scientific guide. The Smithsonian Institutioca has never used
it in archeological research and any information that you
have received to the contrary is incorrect. Accurate
information about the Smithsonian's position is contained in
the enclosed "Statement Regarding the Book of Mormon," which
was prepared to respoud to the numerous inquiries that the
Smithsonian receives on this topic.

Because the Smithsonian regards the unauthorized use of
its name to disseminate inaccurate information as unlawful,
we would appreciate your assistance in providing us with the
names of any {iadividuals who are misusing the Smithsonian's
name. Please address any correspondence to:

Public Information Qfficer
Department of Anthropology
Nationmal Museum of Natural History
Saithsonian Institution
Washiangtou, DC 20560

PREPARED BY
THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
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STATEMENT REGARDING THE BOOK»OF‘MORMON 

1. The Smithsonian Institution has never used the Book of
Mormon in any way as a scientific guide. Smithsonian
archeologists see no direct conmection between the archeology
of the New World and the subject matter of the book.

2. The physical type of the American Indian is basically
Mongoloid, being most closely related to that of  the peoples
of eastern, central, and northeasternm Asia. Archeological
evidence indicates that the ancestors of the present Indians
" came into the New World--probably over a land bridge known to
" have existed in the Bering Strait region during the last Ice
Age--in-a continuing series of small migrations beginning
from about 25,000 to 30,000 years ago. -

3. Present evidence indicates that the first people to reach
this continent from the East were the Norsemen who briefly
visited the northeastern part of North America around A.D.
1000 and then settled in Greenland. There is nothing to show
that they reached Mexico or Central America.

4. One of the main lines of evidence supporting the
sclentific finding that contacts with 0ld World
civilizations, if indeed they occurred at all, were of very
little siguificance for the development of American Indian
civilizations, is the fact that none of the principal 0ld
World domesticated food plants or animals (except the dog)
occurred in the New World in pre-Columbian times. American
Indians had no wheat, barley, ocats, millet, rice, cattle,
pigs, chickens, horses, dounkeys, camels before 1492. (Camels
and horses were in the Americas, along with the bisom,
mammo th, and mastodom, but all these animals became extinct
around 10,000 B.C. at the time when the early big game
hunters spread across the Americas.)

SIL-76
1988
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5. TIrom, steel, glass, and silk were not used in the MNew
World: before 1492 (except for occasional use of unsmeltad
meteoric irom). WNative copper was worked in various
locations in pre-Columbian times, but true metallurgy was
limited to southern Mexico and the Andean region, where its
occurrence in late prehistoric times iavolved gold, silver,
copper, and their alloys, but not. irom.

6. There is a possibility that the spread of cultural traits
across the Pacific to Mescamerica and the northwestern coast
of South America began several hundred years before the
Christian era. However, any such inter-hemispheric contacts
appear to have been the results of accidental voyages
originating in eastern and southern Asia. It is by no means
certain that even such contacts occurred; certainly there -
were no contacts with the ancient Egyptians, Hebraws, or
other pecples of Western Asian and the Near East.

7. No reputable Egyptologist or other Qpecialist on 0ld
World archeology, and no expert on New World prehistory, has
discovered or confirmed any rslationship between
archeological remains in Mexico and archeological remaians in

Egypt. : ,

8. Reports of findings of amncient Egyptiam, Hebrew, and
other 0ld World writings in the New World in pre-Columbian
contexts have frequently appearad in newspapers, magazines,
and sensational books. None of these claims has stood up to
examination by reputable scholars. No inscriptions using Old
World fcorms of writing have been shown to have occurred in
any part of the Americas before 1492 except for a few Norse
rune stounes which have been found in Greeanland.




Brigham Young University - -

Department of Anthropology

Jerry Bodine December 17, 1987
13112 Lilly Street
Garden Grove, CA 92643

Dear Mr. Bodine:

Thank you for your letter of December 10. | appreciate your concern about mentioning -
the Book of Mormon in my National Geographic article on E1 Mirador. You must realize that | do
not know whether El Mirsdor or other sites are, indeed, those mentioned in the Book of Mormon.
At present we have no proof of identification of any important site by name except the ancient city
Teotihuacan in the Yalley of Mexico. We know this particular identification only because the
Aztecs of the 16th century told the Spaniards its name. There are other similar cases of the 16th
century but thess only identify a handful of minor sites. '

I would not dare make a claim for anything about ancient cultures unless there was ample
evidence to back it up. To do otherwise would be to deseive and be intellectuslly dishonest,
misusing my position a3 an investigative scientist. YYhile some people choose to make claims for
the Book of Mormon through archseological evidences, to me they are made prematurely, and
without sufficient knowledge. . o '

| do not support the books written on this subject including 77he Messiah indncient

American, or any other. | believe that the authors are making cases out of too lttle evidence and do

not adequately address the problems that archaeology and the Book of Mormon present. | would feel
terribly embarrsssed if anyone sent a copy of any book written on this subject to the National
Museum of Natural History--Smithsonian Institution, or other authority, making claims that

- cannot as yet be substantiated.

This may sound very negative to you but my intent is let you know that there are very
severe problems in this field in trying to make correlations with the scriptures. Simply put,
there is not yet enough of 8 science base to make a case. Speculation, such a3 practiced so far by
Mormon authors has not given church members credibility. Much more research, both in the field
and in laboratories, must bs carried sut before such corretations can sver bs sttempted.

| appreciate your sincerity in writing me for a point of view.

Sincerel .
Ray T. Matheny ?

700 Kimbail Tower  Bngham Youne Umiveraiv - Provo, Uah 34602 (801) 478230548
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! 32 . FIRST BOOK OF NEPH.

b

Gentiles, and the reqpnant of the seed of my brethren, and al-
so(1¥)the Jews,Gvhich)were soattered upon all the face of the
earth, that the records of the prophets and of the twelve apos-
tles of the Lamb, are true. = _ e

And the angel spake unto me, saying: These last records
-which thou hast seen among the Gentiles, shall establish the
trath of the first; whicRqof the twelve apostles of the Lamb, ,
and shall make known the plain and precious things which
have been taken away from them and shall make known to -

all kindreds, tongues, and people, that the Lamb of God is the
Eternal Father-and th f the world ; and that-all men
Thust come unto Him, or (bey cannot be saved; and they must -
come according to the words which shall be established by the
mouth of the Lamb; and the words of the Lamb shall be made -
known in the records of thy seed, as well as in the records of

the twelve apostles of the Lamb; wherefore, theym
tablished in one, for there is one God and one Shepherd over

all the earth ; and the time cometh that he shall manifest him-
self unto all nationg, both unto_the Jews, and also unto the
entiles; and after ((p6t) he(hathianilested himself unto the (has)
Jews, and also unto the Genfiles, then he shall manifest him-
self unto the Gentiles, and also unto the Jews, and the last
shall be first, and the first shall be last.

And it shall come to pass, thatif the Gentiles shall hearken
unto the Lamb of God in that day that he shall manifest him-
self unto them in word, and also in power, in very deed, unto’
the taking away of their stumbling blocks, if it go be that they

harden not their hearts against the Lamb ; ;and (if it eo>berthal)
G- Br(ehépharden not their hearts against the Lamb of God, thuy
shall be numbered among the seed of thy father; yea, they

Devil, and also accor
who will work wick:
And it.came to p:
saying : Thou hast 1
be well with them;
covenants of the Lor
so hast heard, that n
forz, wo be unto the
hearts against the L
the Lamb of God, t!
work among the chil:
erlasting, either on
the convincing of ther
deliverance of them
blindness of their mi
captivity, and also u
ritually, according tc
have spoken. = |
And it came to pas
words, he saith unto
Father unto the Hou
it came to pass ths
that great and abomi
minations, whose fou
me, Behold, there is,
church of the Lamb
- the Devil; wherefor:
the Lamb of God, be
mother of abominatio
And it came to pa
all the earth, and s}l)le
minion over all the ea
and people. ‘
And it came to pa
of God, and its numt
and ahominations of
nevertheless, I behe
were the Saints of ¢
carth; and their do
qmall, because of th
I saw. :
And it came to pa
abominations did ga

' ghal] be numbered among the House of Israel; and they shall
(bless<d) be albleshpeople upon the promised land forever; they shall
- be no inore brought down into captivity; and the House of
Israel shall no more be confounded; and that great pit which
hath been digged for them, by that great and abominable
church, which was founded by the Devil and his children,
that he might lead away the souls of men down to Hell; yea,
that great pit which hath been digged for the destruction of
amen, shall be filled by those who digged it, unto their utter
destruction, saith the Lamb of God; not the destruction of
the soul, save it be the casting of it into that Hell which ‘hath
no end; for behold, this is according to the ceptivity of the

!
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e spirit of the
xhich I never
»efore sat my
lesirest thou?
1y father saw.
hat thy father
1id yea; thou
r.

it cried with a
st high God ;
bove all; and
in the Son of
’ld the things
; shall be giv-
held the tree
ou shalt also
v shall ye wit-
hall bear rec-

1e, look! and
he tree which
5 far beyond

s thereof, did

1e tree, I said
» me the tree
ne, What de-
nterpretation

for I beheld
Jess, I knew
unto me as a

And I look-
; for he had

‘he great city
d the city of
1 virgin, and

pen; and an
aith unto me,
im, a virgin,
And he saith

FIRST BOOK OF NEPHIL 25 —
unto me, Knowest thou thef God? And Isaid

unto him, 1 know that he loveth his children; nevertheless, I

do not know the 1 eaning of allthings. And hesaid unto me,
_ - Behold, the virgin#thou seest, 18 the mother of God, after w
the mannex{- of the flesh:

m And it came to pass,that I beheld that she was carried away

in the spirit; and afterjthat)she had been carried away in the

spirit for the space of a time, the angel spake unto me, saying !:

: fook! And I looked and beheld the virgin again, bearing aChid)
' m her arms. And the angel said unto me, behold the Lamb
‘go)"“‘ £ >of God, yes, even,the Eternal Father! Knowest thou the mean-
AN ing of the free which thy father saw? And I answered him,
saying: Yea, itis theloveof God, which sheddeth itself abroad
in the hemIs-of the children of men; wherefore, it is the most
desirable above all things. And he spake unto me, saying.
Yea, and the most joyous to the soul. And after@h
said these words, he said unto me, look! And Ilooked, and I
beheld the TSon of God going forth among the children of men .
and I saw many fall down at his feet and worship him. ’
And it came to pass that I beheld that the rod of iron which |
my father ‘Jhad seen, was the word of God, which led to the i
fountain o ‘living waters, or to the tree of life; which waters
are a repr"e‘sentation of the love of God; and I also beheld that
the tree of life was a representation of the love of God. -And :
the angel said unto me again, Look and behold the €ondescen-
“tiowof God!_And I looked and beheld the Redeemﬁer of the |
vhich)my father had spoken; and I also beheld the :

vhich should prepare the way before him. _And th |
od went_forth, and was(baptised)of him ; and after = ~22P 1

: ~- ntised) I beheld the Heavens op

: ‘F down out of Heaven and pon him in the :
form of a dove. And I beheld that he went forth ministering '
unto the pe;aople, in power and great glory; and the multitudes

were gathered together to hear him; and I beheld that they

cast him 0 t from among them., And I also beheld twelve

others follqwing him.

- And it came to pass that they were carried away in the
spirit, from before my face, fsyaw them not. And 1t came
to pass that the angel spake unto me again, saying, look! And
Ilooked, and I beheld the Heavens open again, and I saw an-
gels descending upon the children of men; and they did minis- -
terunto them. And he spake unto me again, saying, look!
And I'looked, and I beheld the Lamb of God going forth among

and

WD, = words dele +ed
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200 ) BOOK OF MOSIAH.

And it came to pass that ithere was no more disturbance be-
tween the Lumanites and the people of Limhi, even uatil the
time that. Ammon and his brethren came into the land. And
the kipg having been without the gates of the city with his

iscovered Ammcn and his brethren ; and supposing
them to be priests of Noal, therefore he caused that they
should be taken, and bound, and cast into prison. And had

they been the priests of Noah, he would have caused that they
should be put to death; but when he found that ‘they were
not, but that they were hjs brethren, gnd had come from the
of Zarahemla, he was filled with gxgeedifigigreat joy.—
Now king Limhi had sent, previous to the coming of Ammon,
a small number of men to search for the land of Zurahemla;
k?‘ but they could not find it: and they were lost in the wilder-
' ness. Nevertheless they did find a land which had been peo-

pled; yea, aland which was covered with dry bones; yea, a
, land which had been peopled, and which had been destroyed;
& and they having supposed it to be the land of Zarahemla, re-
: turned to the land of Nephi, having arrived in the borders of
the land not many days before the coming of Ammon. And
they brought a record with ther, a_record of the people
whose bones they had found ; and(they-werglengraven on plates
of ore. And now Limhi was again filled with joy, on learning
from the. mouth of Ammon that kingbad a gift from
God, whereby he could interpret suc engravings ; yea, and

.

Ammon also did rejoice. Yet Ammo_r_; and his brethren were
led with sorrow, because o many brethren had been
slain ; and also that king Noah and his priests had caused
the people to commit so many sins and iniquities-against God ;
and they also did mourn for the death of Abinadi; and also for
the departure of Alma, and the peopie that went with him,
who had formed a. church of God through the strength and
power of God, .and faith on the words which had been spoken
by Abinadi; yea, they did mourn for their departure, for they
knew not whither they had fled.  Now they would have gladly
joined with them, for they themselves had entered into a
covenant with God, to serve him, and keep his commandments.
And now since the coming of Ammon, king Limhi had -also
entered into a covenant with God, and also many of his peo-
ple, to serve him, and keep his commandments. ,
And it came to pass that king Limhi and many of his peo-
@ plé\was)desirous to be baptized; but there was none in the

Jand that had authority from Ged. And Ammon declined do-

R
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ing this thing, considering
fore they did not at that t
waiting upon the spirit of
to become even as Alma ¢
the wilderness. They we
ness and a testimony that
all their hearts; neverthel
an account of their bapti
now all the study of Amn
and his people, was to de!
the Lamanites, and from t

t

Ct

AND now it came to pas
to consult with the people
out of bondage; and eve
should gather themselves
might have the voice of th
it came to pass that they
selves out of bondage, exc
children, and their flocks,
depart into the wilderness
rous that it was impossib’
with them, thinking to de
the sword.

Now it came to pass th
fore the king, and said unt
erto hearkened unto my w
contending with our bret
king, if thou hast not fou:
or if thou hast hitherto 1
and they have been of st
thou wouldst listen to my
servant, and deliver this f
granted unto him that he :
to him, Behold the back
back side of the city. T
Lumanites, by night, are d:
lamation among all this pe
flocks and herds, that the
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did say no more to the other
h his hand, and cried unto
:re truly penitent, and saith
lowly in heart; and if so,
sther hath said, What shall
ur synagogues, that we can-
ay. unto-you, Do ye suppose
‘bein your synagogues only ?

‘e suppose that ye must not

? - I say unto you, Itis well
'ogues, that ye may be hum-

m;. for it is necessary that

because that ye are cast out,
hren ;- because of your ex-
tht to a lowliness of heart ;

be humble. And now be- -

:mble, blessed are ye ; for a
1 to be humble, seeketh re-
oever repenteth, shall find
7 and endureth to the end,
w as I said unto you, That
: humble, ye were blessed,
ore blessed who truly hum-
1?  Yea, he that truly hum-
3 sins; and endureth to the
ea, much more blessed than
le, because of their exceed-
» they who humbleth them-
be humble; or rather, in
lieveth in the word of God,
:s8 of heart ; yea, without
r even compelled to know,
re are many which do say,
-om Heaven, then we shall
yelieve, Now I ask, Is this
y; for.if aman knoweth a
or he knoweth it. And now,
noweth the will of God and
veth, or only hath cause to
m? Now of this thing, ye
you, That it is on the one
and it shall be unto every

perfect_knowledge o

-

ope for things whiclh

therefore he desireth,

yea, even on his word. And now, he imparteth his word by
angels, unto men; yea, not only.j
this is not all : little children @pth/have words given unto them

many times, whic

And now as I said concerning faith : Faith, is not to have a
_things ; therefore if ye have faith, ye

behold, 1 say unto you: and I would that ye should remém-
ber that God is merciful unto all who believe on his name ;

And now, my beloved brethren, as ye have desired to know
of me what ye shall do because ye are afflicted and cast out :
now I do not desire that ye should suppose that I mean to
judge you only according to that which is true; for 1 do not

BOOK OF u.m . 315

QgJnot seen, which are true, Andnow,

in the first place, that ye should believe,

men, but women also. Now .

confound the wise and the learned.

_mean that ye all of you have been compelled to humble your-
(hat) selves; for I verily believ®there are some among you
| . would humble themselves, let them be in whatsoever circum-
* stances they might. Now as I said conceming faith—that it was
not a perfect knowledge, even so it is withmy words. Ye cannot
know of their surety at first, unto perfection, any more than
faith is-a perfect knowledge. But behold, if ye will awake
and arouse your faculties, even to an experiment upon my

words, and exercise a

more than desire to believe, let this desire work in you, even
until ye believe in a manner that ye can give. place for a por-
tion of my words. Now we will compare. the word unto a

seed. Now if ye give

your heart, behold, if it be a true seed, or a good seed; if ye

do not cast it out by your unbelief, that ye will resist the spirit ..

of the Lord, behold, it will begin to swell within your breasts ;

and when you feel these swelling motions, -ye will begin to say

within yourselves, It must needs be that this is a good seed,

or that the word is good, for it beginneth to enlarge my soul;

yea, it beginneth to enlighten my understanding; yea,v

beginneth to be delicious to me. ~Now behold, would not this '

increase your faith? I say unto you, yea; nevertheless it hath

not grown up to 'a perfect knowledge. But behold, ¢

seed swelleth, and sprouteth, and beginneth to grow,@h@then
ust needs say, That the seed is-good ; for behold it swell-

eth, and sprouteth, and beginneth to grow. ¥ And now behold,
are ye sure that this.is a good seed? I say unto you, Yea;
for every seed bringeth forth unto its own likeness; there-
fore, if a seed groweth, it is good, but if it groweth

particle of faith ; yea, evenif ye can no

place, that a seed may be planted in

ag the

‘Ard now, beho
will nothis il
Sfrcb;gfhca your 32
v fatth? Yea,:twili |
not, be- Strengtheh your | i;
Faith: for ye i) say Iz
T Kivio that This is o
gqood Secl; for beho/d
it Sprouteth and
beginneth 1o qroi.
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seeth in secret, sh ward thee openly. But when

482 BOOK OF NEPHIL '
atherwise yehave no reward of your Father's in heaven.
Therefore, when ye shall do yodr alms, do no sound a trumpet

before you, as will hypocrites do in the synagogues, and in the
streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily, I say unto
you, They have their reward. But when thou doest alms,

let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth; that @
thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father whichf seeth in
secret, himself shall reward thee openly. :

And when thou prayest, thou shalt not do asthe hypocrites:
for they love to pray standing in the synagogues, and in the
corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. - Verily,
1 say unto you, They have their reward, But thou, when thou

orayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy
door, pray to thy Fathér is in secret; and thy Father,
Te

¢ pray, use not vaim repeitions, as the heathen: for they
think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be

not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth
what things ye have need of before ye as him. After this
manner therefore pray ye: Our Father hehJart 1n heaven,@
Hallowed be thy name. Thy will be don
heaven. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen. For, if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you: butif ye forgive not men their
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
‘Moreover, when ye fast, be not as the hypocrites, of a sad
countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may ap-
pear unto men to fast. Verily, I say unto you, They have
their reward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thlhead

and wash thy face; that thg;yﬁp ear not unto men, to_fast, >
but unto thy i‘ather,'@is in secret: and thy Father, '
seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth
and rust doth eorrupt, and thieves break through and steal:.
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break
through por steal. * For where your treasure is, there will your
heart be aiso. The light of the body is the eye: if therefore
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But
if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness.
If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is

—
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that darkness! Noman «
will hate the one, and lov
the one, and despise the
mammon.

Cl

Anp now it came to pa
words, he looked upon tt
maith unto them, Remem!
For behold, ye are they v
this people. Therefore 1
your life, what ye shall e
for your body, what ye sh
meat, and the body than
air: for they sow not, ne
barns; yet your heavenly
much better than they ¥’
add one cubit unto- his st
raiment? Consider the Iil
toil not, neither do they ¢
even Solomon, in all his
these. Wherefore,. if G«
which to-day is, and to-m
will he clothe you; if ye @
no thought, saying, Wh:
drink:? or, wherewithal s
enly Father knoweth that
But seek ye first the kin
and all these things shall
no thought for the morros
for -the things of itself.
thercof.

And now it came to pa
words; he-turned again !
mouth unto them again, s
Judge not, that ye be not
ye judke; ye-shall be judg
it shall be measured to y
the-mote that is in thy br
beam that is in thine owr
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know that the work of the
0 the fulfilling of the cove-
: people which are of the
¥y shall come, it shall come
wouths: for that which had

and that which they had
'in that day, for my sake
ch shall be a greatand a
there shall be among them
. man shall declare it unto
:rvant shall be in my hand ;
Ithough he shall be marred
him, for I will shew unto
n the cunning of the Devil.
1at whosoever will not be-

Christ, which the Father
o the Gentiles, and shall
bring them forth unto the
Vloses said,) they shall be
 are of the covenant; and
Jacob, shall be among the
as a lion among the beasts
 the flocks of sheep, who,
and teareth in pieces, and
be lifted up upon their ad-
1be cut off. Yea, wo be
::for it shall come to pass
will cut off thy horses out
oy thy chariots, and I will
irow down all thy strong
out of thy hand, and thou
7 graven images I'will also
of the midst of thee ; and
s of thy hands; and I will
of thee ; so will I destroy
ss that all lyings, and- de-
Wd priestcrafts, and whore-
shall come to pass, saith
rever will not repent and
vill I cut off from among

I will execute vengeance
he heathen, such as they

BOOK OF NEPHL 501
CHAPTER X.

Bur if they will repent, and hearken unto my words, and
harden not their hearts, I will establish my church among
them, and they shall come in unto the covenant, and be num-
bered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom 1 have
given this land for their inheritance, and they shall assist my
people, the remant of Jacob; and also, as many of the house
of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall
be called the New Jerusalem; and then shall they assist mj
people that they may be gathered in,@rhich)&Te scattered upon
all the face of the land, in unto the New verusalem. And then
shall the power of heaven come down among them; and I
also will be in the midst: and then &hall the work of the Fa-
ther commence, at that day even when this Gospel shall be
preached among the remnant of this people. Verily, I say
unto you, At that day shall the work of the Father commence
among all the dispersed of my people; yea, even the tribes
which have been lost, which the Father hath led away out of
Jerusalem. Yea, the work shall commence among all the dis-
persed of my people, with the Father, to prepare the ‘way
whereby they may come unto me, that they may call on the
father 1n my name; yea, and then shall the work commence,
with the Father, among all nations, in preparing the way
whereby his people may be gathered home to the land of their
inheritance. And they shall go out from all nations ; and they
shall not go out in haste, nor go by flight: for I will go before
them, saith the Father, and I will be theirGereward
shall that which is written come to pass.Sing, O barren,
thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, and cry
aloud, thou that didst not travail with .child: for more are the
children of the desclate than the children of the married wife,
saith the Lord. Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them
stretch forth the curtains of thy habitations ; spare not, length-
en thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes ; for thou shalt break
forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall in-
herit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.
Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed : neither be thou con-
founded : for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt
forget the shame of thy youth, ¥ind shalt not ren:ember the re-
proach of thy widowhood any more. - For thy Maker, thy
husband, The Lord of hostsis his name ; and thy Redeemer,
the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he

hot remembesr
The reproach
of +hy youth,

e isied
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CHAPTER IV, .

1 A Revelation givento Joseph and Martin, in
Harmony, Pennsylvania, March, 1829, when
Marlin desired of the Lord to know whetler Jo -
seph had, in his possession, the record of the

ephiies. ' R :

-, =

(as)

artinthas desired a witnesd from
that¥my servant JosepiNha®got the (thrigs)
(Bedrds.yestifieds and borne x 20

gdofme.  (hewho spake unto You, saT3
92 And now, behold, this shall you say unt) him
. G - -
\ 1 the Lord am God, and(X%/ ave_given thesg

A_\_thinzs_untovmy servant Josephyand(Xfave com-
I tha hould stand as a witness of
these things; (1evestheless) 1 have caused(ir)that

L [To those N
'pcrsohsfo ’
f\Wwhom

<hould not show them exceptyl (commamd bimf
o power over them except I grant i

GLD,

| And this is
 +he £irst gi€t
that I bestowe
upon yol;

hto the inhabitants of tne earth, if they will not'

o reneration, mine anger
W “4 Behold, verily I sa

im
i )
e

¥1 have reserved {he)things and
SPhiehntesaken,which I have(intrusted oy rhosc
my servapj, Ior @ wise purpose in me, and it s all —va
he made known unto future generations: But this
generation shail have my(wasdsryoaand)the testi-

wor& ’fhrough you; And in add; 10 k
to yout TBstimohy,

(Toseph)

W.D. = words defeted

Book OF COMMANDMENTS, /833 chapterd compared
with DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS, Scction 5

23

(@should _enter into a_covenant with me,that Ig
el 1m

Wﬂ@ and(he-hada gift to translate the (beok) XTI
Z Jand 1 have commanded(Pkg)that (he strall Jpretend “ypnsii my

to no other gift,"for 1 will grantpiryjo other gift [ £528525 s
33 @ve;i}y I say unto you, that wo shall com :\

mony of three ¢
words unto this
a surety that

themn power, th
things os they :
power, to recei
generation. £
will I send fort
ever believeth
manifestation «
of ne, and thei

5 Ard thus, ]
not their heart
them,and 1 w
ings, and pries
jdolatries, and
ties, and 1 wil
church which
‘days of old.

6 And now
hearts againg
up unto satan
er -at this time
hearts of the j
from the iniq

@ hearken mmto my words, for \behold, if the will not they comne at
(You ShouTd) pelieve my words, they would mnot believevmy ser-( hekeafyc, . justice hanget

C¥hosc - vant Joseph, if it were possible that(be-eoul show|shy" ‘:g::‘%m& in the hardne:
phich L Pevcythem alFthing unbelieving] yelstifnecked|3d gefiverry it must fall 1
2 is kindled against §ou! Shildren of mer. jthings even as

tion oi Jerusa
this time as it

Ghem)

Fed unte) 7 And now

pent, and wal
te vhe persuas
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Celestial MarrlageKeytoExaltahon B B R |

(1-1) INTRODUCTION

The gospel of Jesus Christ teaches that man is
an eternal being, made in the image and likeness of
God. It also holds that man is a literal child of God
and has the potential, if faithful to divine laws and
ordinances, of becoming like his heavenly parent.
These truths are generally well understood by Lat-
ter-day Saints.

Less well understood, however, is the fact that
God is an exalted man who once lived on an earth
and underwent experiences of mortality. The
Prophet Joseph Smith refers to this as “the great
secret.” (Times and Seasons 5:613 [15 Aug.
1844]. See also Joseph Smith, Teachings of the
Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 345.) The progression of
our Father in heaven to godhood, or exaltation,
was strictly in accordance with eternal principles,
“for he who is not able to abide the law of a celes-
tial kingdom cannot abide a celestial glory.” (D&C
88:22.) . ‘

By definition, exaltation includes the ability to
procreate the family unit throughout eternity. This
our Father in heaven has power to do. His marriage
partner is our mother in heaven. We are their spirit
children, born to them in the bonds of celestial
marriage. ‘

The Lord would have all his children attain
exaltation, but men must have their agency. Only
those who subscribe by ordinance and by faithful
adherence to covenant are worthy of “a continu-
ation of the seeds forever and ever.” (D&C
132:19.))

GOD WAS ONCE A MORTAL MAN

(1-2) He Lived on an
Earth like Our Own

“God himself was once as we are now, and is
an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heav-
ens! That is the great secret. If the veil were rent
today, and the great God who holds this world in
its orbit and who upholds all worlds and all things
by his power was to make himself visible,—I say, if
you were to see him today, you would see him like
a man in form—like yourselves in all the person,
image, and very form as a man; for Adam was cre-
ated in the very fashion; image and likeness of God
and received instruction from, and walked, talked
and conversed with him, as one man talks and com-
munes with another.” (Smith, Teachings, p. 345.)

(1-3j He Experiénoed édhditions Similar
to Our Own and Advanced Step by Step

-«“Remember that God, our heavenly Father,

. was perhaps once a child, and mortal like we our-

selves, and rose step by step in the scale of prog-
ress, in the school of advancement; has moved for-
ward and overcome, until He has arrived at the
point where He now is. ‘Is this really possible?’
Why, my dear friends, how would you like to be
governed by a ruler who had not been through all
the vicissitudes of life that are common to mortals?
If he had not suffered, how could he sympathise
with the distress of others? If he himself had not
endured the same, how could he sympathise and be
touched with the feelings of our infirmities? He
could not, unless he himself had passed through
the same ordeal, and overcome step by step.” (Or-
son Hyde inJD, 1:123.)

GOD IS NOW AN EXALTED MAN
WITH POWERS OF ETERNAL INCREASE

(1-4) Our Father in Heaven Lives in
an Exalted Marriage Relationship

“No matter to what heights God has attained or
may attain, he does not stand alone; for side by
side with him, in all her glory, a glory like unto his,
stands a companion, the Mother of his children.
Tor as we have a Father in heaven, so also we have
a Mother there, a glorified, exalted, ennobled
Mother.” (Melvin J. Ballard, as quoted in Bryant S.
Hinckley, Sermons and Missionary Services of Mel-
vin J. Ballard, pp. 205-6.)

(1-5) We Are Literal Children of
God, Part of His Family Unit

«“We are the children of God, our Heavenly
Father. We are members of his family. We are his
spirit offspring. We were born in the premortal life
as spirit beings, sons and daughters of a glorified,
perfected, exalted being. This holy being himself
lives in the family unit. He has a fullness of glory
and power and might and dominion. . . . We are the
literal offspring of the most glorious personage of
whom it is possible to conceive. He is God Al-
mighty, our Heavenly Father.” (Bruce R. McCon-
kie, “Households of Faith,” Ensign, Apr. 1971, p."
4) - &
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BLoop

BLOOD.
See FLESH AND BL0OD.

BLOOD ATONEMENT DOC-
TRINE.

See ATONEMENT OF CHRIST,
CALLING AND ELECTION SURE,
CHRIST, FLESH AND BLoob. From
the days of Joseph Smith to the
present, wicked and evilly-disposed
Ppersons have fabricated false and
slanderous stories to the effect that
the Church, in the early days of
this dispensation, engaged in a
practice of blood atonement where-
under the blood of apostates and
others was shed by the Church as
an atonement for their sins. These

BLOOD ATONEMENT DOCTRINE

context—dishonest persons have

claims are false and were known

by their orignators to be false,

- There is not one historical instance

of so-called blood atonement in

this dispensation, nor has there
been one event or occurrence
whatever, of any nature, from
which the slightest inference arises
that any such practice either ex-
isted or was taught.

There are, however, in the ser-

attempted to make it appear that

Brigham Young and others taught
things just the opposite of what
they really believed and taught.

Raising the curtain of truth on
this false and slanderous bluster of
enemies of the Church who have
thus wilfully chosen to fight the
truth with outright lies of the bas-
est sort, the true doctrine of blood
atonement is simply this:

1. Jesus Christ worked out the
infinite and eternal atonement by
the shedding of his own blood. He
came into the world for the purpose
of dying on the cross for the sins of
the world. By virtue of that atoning
sacrifice immortality came as a free
gift to all men, and all who would
believe and obey his laws would in
addition be cleansed from sin
through his blood. (Mosiah 3:16-19;
3 Ne. 27:19-21; 1 John 1:7; Rev. 5:
9-10.)

2. _But_under certain circum-
stances there are some serious sins
for which the cleansing of Christ
does not operate, and the law of
God is that men must then have
their own blood shed to atone for

mons of some of the early church

their sins. Murder, for instance, is

leaders some statements about the
true doctrine of blood atonement
and of its practice in past dispen-
sations, for instance, in the days of
Moses. By taking one sentence on
one page and another from a suc.
ceeding page and even by taking a
part of a sentence on one page and
a_part of another found several

pages away—all wholly torn from

92

one of these sins; hence we find the
Lord commanding capital punish-
ment. Thus, also, if a person has so
progressed in righteousness that his
calling and election has been made
sure, if he has come to that position
where he knows “by revelation and
the spirit of prophecy, through the
power of the Holy Priesthood” that
he is sealed up unto eternal life (D.

BLroop ATONEMEN",

& C. 131:5), then if
giveness for certain gri.
must “be destroyed i.
and “delivered unto tj
of Satan unto the dax
tion, saith the Lord Go
132:19-27.)

President Joseph Fie
has written: “Man may
tain grievous sins—acce,
light and knowledge.
place him beyond the
atoning blood of Christ.
would be saved, he mus;
rifice of his own life tc
far as in his power lies-—{
for the blood of Christ a
certain circumstances wil
- . . Joseph Smith taught

were certain sins so grie
man may commit, that
place the transgressors he
power of the atonement
If these offenses are ¢
-then the blood of Christ
cleanse them from their .
though they repent. There
only hope is to have ti
blood shed to atone, as fa;
sible, in their behalf.” (Do¢
Salvation, vol. 1, pp. 133-1.
. This doctrine can only |
ticed in its fulness in a da
the civil and ecclesiastica] |
gdministered in the same h;
was, for instance, practiced
days of Moses, but it was r
could not be Practiced in t}
pensation, except that
who understood its provision.
and did use thejr influence t
form of capital punishment

MORMON DOCTRINE, Bruce R Mc Conkie
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BLOOD ATONEMENT DOCTRINE

& C. 131:5), then if he gains for-
giveness for certain grievous sins, he
must “be destroyed in the flesh,”
and “delivered unto the buffetings
of Satan unto the day of redemp-
tion, saith the Lord God.” (D.&C.
132:19-27.)

President Joseph Fielding Smith
has written: “Man may commit cer-
tain grievous sins—according to his
light and knowledge—that will
place him beyond the reach of the
atoning blood of Christ. If then he
‘would be saved, he must make sac-
rifice of his own life to atone—so
far as in his power lies—for that sin,
for the blood of Christ alone under
certain circumstances will not avail.
- . . Joseph Smith taught that there
were certain sins so grievous that
man _may commit, that they will
place the transgressors beyond the
power of the atonement of Christ.
If these offenses are committed,

.then the blood of Christ will not

cleanse them from their sins even
though they repent. Therefore their
only hope is to have their own
blood shed to atone, as far as pos-
sible, in their behalf.” (Doctrines of
Salvation, vol. 1, pp. 133-138.)
This doctrine can only be prac-
ticed in its fulness in a day when
the civil and ecclesiastical laws are
administered in the same hands. It
was, for instance, practiced in the
days of Moses, but it was not and
could not be practiced in this dis-
pensation, except that persons
who understood its provisions could
and did use their influence to get a
form of capital punishment writ-

BoASTING

ten into the laws of the various
states of the union so that the
blood of murderers could be shed.

BLOOD OF ISRAEL.
See BELIEVING BLoOD.

BOASTING.

See PRIDE, REJoICING, SIGNS OF
THE TIMES, VAINGLORY, VANITY.
Boasting is of two kinds: either
righteous, or unrighteous; either in
the arm of flesh, or in the Lord
and his gracious goodness and
power. “He that glorieth, let him
glory in the Lord,” Paul said in
summing up a sermon on boasting,
“For not he that commendeth him-
self is approved, but whom the
Lord commendeth.” (2 Cor. 10:7-18;
Ps. 44:8.) Ammon spoke similarly:
“I do not: boast in my own
strength, nor in my own wisdom;
but behold, my joy is full, yea, my
heart is brim with joy, and I will
rejoice in my God. Yea, I know
that I am nothing; as to my
strength I am weak; therefore I
will not boast of myself, but I will
boast of my God, for in his strength
I can do all things. . . . Therefore,
let us glory, yea, we will glory in
the Lord; yea, we will rejoice for
our joy is full; yea, we will praise
our God forever. Behold, who can
glory too much in the Lord?”
(Alma 26:8-16, 35.)

Boasting in the arm of flesh, one
of the commonest of all sins among
worldly people, is a gross evil; it is a
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GREEK

£74. amBiMe ant1balls, an-tee-dallo; from
¢73-and 9ob; to dandy:—have. .

475. dvrbiarllepar antidiatithémal, an-tee-
dee-at-eeth’-em-ahee; from 477 and z707; to set one-
self opposite, Le. be dispuiatious;—that oppose them-
salves.

476, dvriBikos antidikds, an-tid’-ee-kos; from
7 abd 13¢9! an opponent (in a lawsuit); spec. Satan
(as the arch-enemy):—adversary.

477. dvr(Beris antithists, an-tith’-es-is; from a
comp. of 77 and 5087; opposition, i.e. a conﬂid (ot
theories):—opposition.

478. dvrikablomu anttkathistémi, an-fee-
kath-is'-tay-mee; from 477 and 2525; to. set down
{troops) against, L.e. withstand:—reslist,

479. dvrikaMe  antlkalds, an-teekal-eh'so;
from ¢77 and 256¢; to invite in return:—bid again.

480. dvrixapar antkEtmal, an-tik-i-mahee;
from ¢77-and 2749; to lie opposite, i.e. be adverse (fig.
repugnant) to:—adversary, be contrary, oppose.
481. dyrwpi antikru, anteekroo’; prol. from
£73¢ opposite:~over against, )

482. dvriapfévopar antilambansmat, an-
tee-lam-ban'-om-akee; from g77and the mid. of 2087;
to take hold of in turn,ie. succor; also to partici-
pate:—help, partaker, support.

483. dvrDeyo antil¥gs, an-tili-eg-0; from g3
and goog! to dispute, refuse;—answer again, contra-
dict, deny, gainsay (-er), speek against.

484. arrDnins antilépsts, an-tid-apesis; from
&82; relief:—help.

485. dvrdoyla ant11Sgia, an-tee-log-ee’-Gh; from
a der. of ¢&7; dispute, disobedience:—contradiction,
gainsaying, strife,

486. dvrdoibople antilsidsrss, an-tee-loy-dor-
eh’-0; from 73 and 7058; to rail in reply:—revile
agaln.

487, avrQwrpov  anttlutrdn, an-til'-oo-tron;
from 77 and 7089; & redemption-price;~ransom,
488. arnperple antimitred, an-teemetreh’o;
from ¢77 and z5¢; to mete in retum:—meaanre

489. -dymyuoBla anttmisthia, an-tee-misthee’-
ah; troma. eomp.ot «7 and 3¢08; requital, corve.

450. 'Avrwxaa Antwehéla. an-tee-okh'-t-ah;
from "Avrioxos Antidchus (a Syrian king); An-
tiochia, & place in Byria:—Auntioch.

491. 'Avrwoxeis Antidchius, antee-okh-yoos';
from ¢0; an Antiochian or inhab. of Antiochia:—of
Antioch.

492. dvrwaplpyopar antiparirchdmal, an-
tee-par-er’-khom-ahee; from £73 and 7928; to go along
opposite:—pass by on the other gide,

493. 'Avriwas Antipas, an-tee’-pas; contr. fora
comp of ¢77 and & det’. of 7062} Antipaa, & Chr,;—An

494 'Amnrptc Antipatris, an-tip-at-rece’;
from the same as 3, Antipalris, a place in Pal;—
Antipatris. :

495. dvruwlpay antipEran, an-tee-per'-an; from

¢77 and goo8; on the opposite side:—over against,
496, dvnminTe antipipts, an-tee-pip’-to; from
ﬂ.?lnd #0958 (includ. its alt.); to oppose:— redst.

497. dvniorpareiopar antistratéudmat, an-
tee-stral-yoo’-om-ahee; from 477 and g75¢4; (Ag.) to at-
tack, L.e. (by tmpl.) destroy:—war against.

498. dvmrégoopar antitassSmat, an-fee-tas-
som-ahee; from 477 and the mid. of s027; to range one-
self against, i.e. oppose:—oppose themselves, resist.
499. dyrirveov  antitupdnm, an-teet’-0o-pon;
neut. of a comp. of ¢77 and 5179; corresponding [**an
titype”}, l.e. a representative, mutcrpart s~—(ike)
figure (whereunto).

500. drrlXpiwoTos antichristds, an-tee’Jhris
tos; from «77 and 55¢7; an opponent of the Messich:—
antichrist.

DICTIONARY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

501, dvrMo antlEs, antleh -0; from 6vrios
antlds (the kold of a ship); to bale up (prop. bilge
‘water), Le. dip water (with a bucket, pitcher, ete.):—
draw (out),

502. dvrhpa antléma, ant’lay-mah; from sor;
& baling-vessel.—thing to draw with,

503, dyrodbadpde antsphthalmss, antof-
thal-meh/-0; from a comp. of &7 and 3788; to Jace:—~
bear up into,

504. &nBpos anudrds, an’-00-dros; from z(as 8
neg. particle) and s204; waterless, i.e. dry;—dry,
without water,

505. dvumidxpiros anupdkritds, an-oopok-ree
tos; from z (a3 a neg. particle) and a presumed der.
of 5271; undissembled, i.e. sincere:—without dissim-
ulation (hypocrisy), unfeigned.,

506. dvvméraxTos anupdtakids, an-oo-pot'-ak-
tos; from 7 (as a neg, particle) and a presumed der.
of 5297} unsubdued, Le. insubordinate (in fact or
temper):—~disobedient, that is not put under, unruly.

507. dve ans, an'-o; adv. from g3; upward or.on
the top:—~above, brim, high, up.

508, dviryeov andgsdn, an-ogue’-eh-on; from s07
and rog3; above the ground, i.e. (prop.) the second
floor of abullding; used for a dome ora balcony on
the upper story:—upper room.

609. dvwley andthiém, an’-o-then; trom so7; from
above; by anal. from the first; by tmpl. anew:—from
above, again, from the beginning (very first), the top.
510. dvorepinés  andtérikss, an-o-ter-ee-kos’]
from szr; superior, Le. (locally) more remote:—
upper.

511. dvérepos andtarss, an-o’-ter-os; comp. de-
gree of s07; upper, Le. (neut. as adv.)to & more con~
spicuous place, in & former part of the book:—~above,

S12. dvadihes andphilis, an-o-fel-ace; from z
(as & neg. particle) and the base of s62¢; useless or
(neut.) inutility:—unprofitable (-ness).

513, 4¢bm axing, aree’-nay; prob. from dyvoie
agnuml (to break; comp. #5); an aze:—axe.

514 dfws axids, az’-ee-08; prob. from 71} de-
serving, parable or itable (a8 it dratoing
praise):—due reward, meet, fun-] wortky.

515, &fbor ax183, az-eed0; trom s14; to deem
entitled or fit:—desire, think good, count (think)
worthy,

516, dflos axide, az-ec’oce; adv.trom s14; ep.
propriately:—as becometh, after a godly sort, wor-
 thily (-thy).

517, ddparos adratds, ahor-atos; from s(as a
Beg. particle) and 7707; invisible;—invisible (thing).
518, dwayyDA\e apaggills, ap-ang-el' -lo; from
s75 and the base of 23; to amwuuce*—brlng word
{again), declare, report, shew (agiin), tell

519, dwhyxopar -pazehénul, ap-ang’-khom-~
ahee; frora 575 and AYX® agehd (to choke; akin to
the base of <3); to strangle oneself off (1.e, todeath):—
hang himself,

520. &wéyw apags,ap-ag’-o; trom s75 and 71; to
take off (in varicus senses):—bring, carry away, lead
(away), put to death, take away.

521. &walbevros apalddutds, ap-ahee-dyoo-tos;
trom:(us neg. particle) and a der. of 3&7; unin-
structed, Lo, (ig.) stupid:—unlearned, -

522, dwalpw apatird, ap-ah’eero; from S75 and
142; to lift off, L.e. remove;—take (away).

523, dwasrle apaitsd, epah’ee-teho; from 575
and z5¢; to demand back:—ask again, require,

524, &madyio apalg¥s, ap-alpeh’-o; from 575 and
ylo algss (to smart); to grieve out, Le, become
apathetic:—be past feeling,

525. &wadldooo apallassd, ap-al-las’-s0; from
575 and 276; ‘to change away, Le. release, (reflex.) re-
move:—deliver, depart. -

526. &waddorpbe apallétrids, apallot-ree.'-
o; from 575 and a der. of 2457 to estrange away, i.e.
(pass. and fig.) to be non-participant.~—alienate, be

alien,

H3

Anatols:
Apalowgo 1 3

b5%7. dwakds apalds, ap-al-or; of uncert. der.;
soft:—tender. -

528, émwavrée apantad, ap-an-tah’-o; from 575
and a der. of z77; to meet away, f.e. encounter:—
meet.

529. &mévrmos apantésts, apan’-tay-sis; from
528; a (triendly) encounter:—meet,

530, &waf hapax, hap-cz; prob. from 537; one
(or & single) time ( ically or conclusively):—
once. .

581, d‘lrnp&ﬂam aparabatds, ap-ar-ab’-at-os;
{rom 7 (as & neg. particle) and a der. of 38¢5; not pase-
ing away, lLe. untransferable (perpetual):—un-
changeable,

532. &wapaoreiaoros aparaskiuastss, ap-ar-
ask-yoo'-as-los; from r(asa neg. particie) and a der.
of 39a7; unready:—unprepared.

533, dmapvlopar aparnsdmat, ap-ar-neh’-om-

ahee; from s75and 720; to deny utterly, Le. disown,
abstain;~deny.

534 &wbpr. apartt, ap-ar'-tee; from 575 and 777;
Jromnow,i.e. henceforth(already):—from hienceforth.
635, &waprirpls apartismds, op-ar-tismos’;
from a der. of 53¢4; completion;—fnishing,

536. drapxfi aparché, ap-arkhay’; from a
 comp. of 575 and 756; & beginning of sacrifice, Le. the
(Jewish) fivst-fruit (Ag.):~first-fruits,

537.. dwag hapas, hap”as; from r (as a particle of
unjon) and gg56; abeolutely all or (sing.) every one:—
all (things), every (one), whole,

588. émarbe apatasd, ap-at-ah’-o; of uncert. der.:
to cheal, Le, delude:—deceive,

539, dxbrn apats, ap-at-ay; from 38 delu-
sion —deceit (-ful, -fulness), deceivableness (-ving).
540. dwbrop apatdr, ap-at'-ore; from 7 (as a neg.
particle) and 3062; fatherless, l.e. of unrecorded pa-
ternity-—without father,

541. dwalyacpa apaugasma, ap-dw-gasmah;
from a comp. of s75 and £6; -an off-flash, Le. efful-
gence;—brightness.

542. anelbd ap&Lds, ap-i-do; from s75 and the
£8me as 742; to see fully:—see.

543, dwlBac apsithiia, ap-i-thi-ah; from ses;
disbelief (obstinate and rebellious):—disobedience,
unbelief,

544. dwable apiithss, apithed’-o; trom s¢s; to
disbelieve (wiltully and perversely):—not belleve, dis-
obedient, obey not, unbelieving.

545, dwabfis apiithis, ap-i-thace’; from 7 (a8 &
neg. particle) and 3022; unpersuadable, Le. contu~
macious;—disobedient. '

546. awadio apE11E3, ap-ileh'o; of uncert. der.;
to menace; by tmpl to forbid:—threaten.

547. dmedf ap#lE, ap-iday’; from Séb; & men-
ace:— X straitly, threatening,

548. Swaps aptil, ap’-imee; trom 575 and zs5r0;
‘to be away:—be absent.  Comp, 590

549. dwaps apsimi, ap/-imee; from s75and st
&éimd (to go); to go awayi—go. Comp. 52

550, dwawxdpny apEipsmsen, ap-tpom'-ane; re-
flex. past of & comp. of 575 and 2:76; to say off for
oneself, 1.e. disown.:—-renounce,

851, duwelpacros apiirastds, ap-t'-rastos; from
7(as & neg. particle) and & presumed der. of 7087; un-
‘tried, i.e. not tempiable:—not to be tempted.

568, &wapos spEirds, ap’-iros; from r (asa neg.
pu'ﬁcle) and 308 inexperienced, Le. ignorant:—

553, amxuxopu apEkdichimal, ap-ck-dekh’-
om-ahee; from s75and 15577 to expect fully:—look
(wait) for.

854. amexbiopos apékdudmal, ap-ek-doo’-om-
akee; mid, from s75 and rséz; to divest wholly one-
self, or (for oneself) despoil:—put off, spoil.

565, dwixSuns apskdusis, ap-ek'-doo-sis; from
L5¢; divestment:—putting off,

556, awdaive apsiaund, ap-eldw-mo; from

S75.and z6¢3; to dismiss;=drive,
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NEGROES

dwel!: in‘a city called Nazar.
that it might be fulfilled which
zspzken by the prophets, He
. 0e called a N »
. 903 azarene.

'KING.
e SEX I_MMORALITY.

ROMANCY.
2 DIVINATION, FORTUNE TELL.
Magic, OCCULTISM, SoortH-
ts, VSORCERY, SPIRITUALISM,
ICRAFT. Necromancy is that
of divination which attempts
a:teH the future by constilta-
ith the dead. Sometimes the
s enlarged to include Inagic in
L It. is and has been 3 com-
ractice among apostate -
1t the Lord calls Ii)t an abfrfl(;
and expressly commands
to avoid it. (Deut, 18:9-14.)

JES.

JAIN, Ham, PRE-EXISTENCE,
100'1), RACEs oF MEN. In
-existent eternity  varjous
of valiance and devotion to
th were exhibited by dif-
roups of our Father’s spirit
~ One-third of the spirit
heaven came out in open
.and were cast out with-
les, becoming the devil
angels. (D. & C. 29:36-41;
3-9.) The other two-thirds
rmatively for Christ; there
teutrals. To stand neutral

NEGROES

in the midst of war is a philosoph-
ical impossibility. The Lord said:
“He that is not with me is against
me; and he that gathereth not with
me scattereth abroad.” (Matt. 12:
30.)

Of the two-thirds who followed
Christ, however, some were more
valiant than others. Adam and all
the prophets so distinguished them-

selves by diligence and obedience as

to be foreordained to their high
earthly missions. (Abra. 3:20-24.)
The whole house of Israel was
chosen in pre-existence to come to
mortality as children of Jacob.
(Deut. 32:7-8.) Those who were less
valiant in pre-existence and who
thereby had certain spiritual re-
strictions imposed upon them dur-

ing mortality are known to us as

the negroes. Such spirits are sent

to earth through the lineage of

Cain, the mark put upon him for
his rebellion against God and his

murder of Abel being a black skin.

(Moses 5:16-41; 7:8, 12, 22.) Noah’s
son Ham married Egyptus, a de-
scendant of Cain, thus preserving

the negro  lineage through the

flood. (Abra. 1:20-27.)

Negroes in this life are denied
the priesthood; under no circum-
stances can they hold this delega-
tion of “authority from the Al-
mighty. (Abra. 1:20-27.) The gospel
message of salvation is not carried
affirmatively to them (Moses 7:8,
12, 22), although sometimes negroes
search out the truth, join the
Church, and become by righteous
living heirs of the celestial king-

NEGROES

dom of heaven. President Brigham
Young and others have taught
that in the future eternity worthy
and qualified negroes will receive
the priesthood and every gospel
blessing available to any man.
(Way to Perfection, pp. 97-111.)

The present status of the negro
rests purely and simply on the
foundation of pre-existence. Along
with all races and peoples he is
receiving here what he merits as a
result of the long pre-mortal prob-
ation in the presence of the Lord.
The principle is the same as will
apply when all men are judged ac-
cording to their mortal works and
are awarded varying statuses in the
life hereafter.

In this connection it should be
noted that other nations, also, have
had lesser restrictions placed on
them as pertaining to receipt of the
gospel truths in this life. Christ
limited his ministry to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel and
did not preach to the Gentiles.
(Matt. 15:24.) He sent his apostles
out initially with the same restric-
tion (Matt. 10:5-6), and it was with
some difficulty that he persuaded
them to go to all men when the
period of Israel’s prior rights had
expired. (Mark 16:15; Acts 10.)

The negroes are not equal with
other races where the receipt of
certain spiritual blessings are con-
cerned, particularly the priesthood
and the temple blessings that flow
therefrom, but this inequality is
not of man’s origin. It is the Lord’s

doing, is based on his eternal laws
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