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PREFACE.

—-0t S O0—

OR some years after the death of WALTER ScoTT, the writer

felt that it was sad that one to whom we, as a religious peo-
ple, are so much indebted; should have no memorial from which
the generations to come might learn how great and good a man
God gave us in him. Still later, in looking at his work, and the
great changes which he, under God, was the instrument of effect-
ing, this neglect began to look like ingratitude on the part of
those whom his labors had blessed,

A short tribute to him from my pen, without my name, a few
years since, wakened dear memories of him in many hearts; the
sketch was deemed faithful, and more in the same vein was asked,
and when the writer became known, he was, by many, deemed fit
for the work of preparing his biography, and urged to undertake
it. Upon consenting to do so, I learned why it was that the work
had been neglected so long. This was an almost entire lack of
material for such a work—not in his life; and the labors in which
he was so abundant—but he had left little material for a biography
save what could be found in periodicals scarce and widely scat-
tered, 'and in the memories of those who knew him who yet re
main. He had lived so much for others that he had little thought or
care for himself, Perhaps, too, death came suddenly; and although
it did not find him unprepared, yet there had been so little decay of
his powers that the end did not seem so near; hence, no prepara-
tion of what a biographer needs was made,

Providentially, the writer was thrown into the very community

in which ScoTt's first successful attempt to restore the primitive

(iii)



v PREFACE.

gospel was made, some were still living who heard that gospel
from his lips at a time when it seemed strange and new, and
who also received baptism at his hands; and much that was
needed for a work like this, and that soon would have been lost,
was gathered.

In every instance in which it has been possible the dead has
been permitted to speak—his views are given in his own words,
and the effort constantly made to make him his own biographer.
‘When this has failed, the best vecollections of those who knew
him best have been used; to those, without whose aid this book
could not have been written, our thanks are due, and to one'and
all are warmly given.

Much that would have been worthy of record has gone beyond
recall, but something, we trust,. has been saved that is worth the
saving; and though the writer feels, as none other can, how im-
perfect his book is, yet he feels that what has been done has not
been done in vain.

Imperfect as these details are, he who reads them will feel that
he is in communion with a great and gifted man, and what is
better still, with a pious, God-fearing one. He will think better
of his race, and, we trust, be led to see the beauty of a life of
trust in God, and a devotion to his truth, such as has seldom
been surpassed.

An introductory chapter has been deemed needful, that the reader
may see by the contrast between what has been, and what new is,
the great change that has been wrought in a great measure by the
labors of him of whom we write. May God’s blessing attend both
book and reader is the prayer of the AUTHOR.
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INTRODUCTION.

——-O OO

VERY religious Reformation has brought before the

public some great, pure, and unselfish men; men who
loved the truth not only more than lucre, but more than the
praise of men, than place, than title, and we doubt not had
they been put to the test, more than life itself. Who doubts
that the intrepid Luther would have sealed his testimony
with his blood, had the sacrifice been demanded, or that
Wesley, who again and again serenely looked into the faces
of the infuriated throngs that raged and howled around him,
would have died as calmly and nobly as Polycarp, if not as
triumphantly as he who said, ‘I am ready to be offered ; I
have fought the good fight?’’ There is equally good rea-
son for believing that many who are yet living, and espe-
cially the venerated dead who have been prominent in the
great religious Reformation of the present century, would
not have counted their lives dear to themselves had they
lived in an age when violent death was the proof of fidelity.
The true martyr spirit has been displayed by many whose
blood never was shed, as really as by those who have died
at the stake, or whose life current stained the sands of the
arena. Long lives of patient toil, amid scoff and scorn, of

glorious labor amid privation and neglect ; of poverty while
(11}
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bearing to others the true riches, point out the men of
whom the world was not worthy, and whom God will
crown, as truly and clearly as Stephen’s early painful, tri-
umphant death. The long trial proves the heart as well as
the short, sharp pang ; and long endurance, as well as short
fiery trial, makes the man of God perfect through suffering.
It is true that the reformer of our times has not to brave
the anger of a Nero as did Paul, or of a Pope as did Luther;
and yet for a man of pure and elevated feelings, desiring
the highest good of his race, the brand of heresy, religious
ostracism by complacent orthodoxy, and misrepresentation
akin to that which attributed the kind deeds of the merci-
ful Christ to Satanic power, are neither easy nor pleasant to
bear. The circle of Luther’s and Wesley’s influence is still
widening; both are now better known and appreciated than
in their own times, or at any period since then; and though
the snows of few winters have rested on the grave of Walter
Scott, his works are widely known and his memory fondly
cherished. As truly as Wesley and Luther he forsook all for
Christ; a man of as pure life, of as brilliant genius, as
abundant in labors; as true a lover of God and man as they.
¢ Though dead he still speaks;’’ and he will be one of the
remembered ones in all succeeding time.

But to understand his life and work, it is necessary to
know something of the times in which he lived, and the re-
ligious views then prevalent; a brief review of these, we
doubt not, will demonstrate the necessity and magnitude of
the reformation in which he acted so distinguished a part.
In addition to this, our very prosperity as a people affords
a strong reason for such a retrospect; for as the Isracelites,
who fed their flocks in the vale of Jordan, or sat under the
vines and fig-trees of the land which God had given to
their fathers, knew nothing, save by tradition, of the Egyp-
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tian yoke or the journey through the desert, so the Disci-
ples of Christ of the present day, rejoicing in their religious
liberty and unexampled prosperity, know little of the con-
flict through which a generation, almost departed, has
passed; or the price which was paid for the spiritual free-
dom and blessings which they enjoy. Fifty years ago the
people known as Christians, or Disciples of Christ, were un-
known. Here and there a few individuals in the various
religious parties, by a slow and painful process, had, in a
measure, thrown off the yoke of creed and sect, and com-
mitted themselves to the word of God as their sole guide in
matters pertaining to the soul’s welfare. In most cases,
however, this was done in utter ignorance of the fact that
there were others in almost precisely the same condition
with themselves; and, without any sympathy, concert, or
even acquaintance with one another, each one felt somewhat
as did Elijah in the day of Israel’s apostasy, when he cried
out, ““Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged
down thine altars, and I am left alone.”

This did not originate in a spirit of fancied superiority
in knowledge or holiness ; but having drunk deep into the
spirit of the Holy Scriptures, by making them their exclusive
authority in religion, they could not but perceive that there
had been numerous and sad departures from their teachings,
and that in following human reason and earthly guides, vast
multitudes had forsaken, or been led away from, the foun-
tain of living water, and were vainly striving to quench the
thirst of their souls from cisterns, broken cisterns, that could
hold no water. Looking into the word of God, they saw
the way of life clearly, simply, and beautifully set forth;
looking over the religious world, they beheld darkness,
mystery, conflict, and contradiction every-where. When
they looked at the primitive church walking in the fear of
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God and the comfort of the Holy Spirit, ahd being greatly
multiplied ; and then at the differences, discords, and divi-
sions of those claiming to be followers of the meek and
lowly One, the contrast was sad and striking, and the ques-
tions would rise unbidden: Are these the fruits of the teach-
ings of him who came to save a lost world? Did he intend
that his followers should pursue such different paths? Did
he not teach that a house divided against itself can not
stand? Is what we see right, and the word of God false?
These questionings were sore trials to their faith ; they were
not anxious to find their religious friends and neighbors
wrong, and themselves right; on the contrary, the love of
souls led them to desire that the multitude should be found
right ; those whom they held most dear were attached to
the views they felt compelled to question; many learned
and godly men had believed and taught them; the early
friends and guides of their youth had gone to the grave
cherishing as true what they felt obliged to reject; nay,
they had themselves once held the same views without any
question or misgiving ; but now the clear and solemn teach-
ings of the word of God would rise before them and con-
demn so plainly much of the religious teaching and practice
of the day, that there was no other alternative but to say,
¢ Let God be true though every man be found a liar,”’ or to
abandon their own faith in God.

Their condition was one of perplexity; they saw the

wrong, and yet scarcely trusted themselves to call that the
only true path which the Scriptures seemed to point out so

clearly; their own souls had just struggled into the light,
and the first effect of that light was to dazzle and bewilder.
They needed a leader who, like themselves, had once wan-
dered in the darkness of error, and, having longer enjoyed
the bright beams of the sun of righteousness, could better
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express than themselves what they felt must be true. Such
a leader was found in Alexander Campbell, who, through
the Christian Baptist, poured new light upon their path,
and confirmed them in what they had long tremblingly be-
lieved. But even he did not shake off the fetters of human
tradition by a single effort, nor reach soul-freedom at a
single bound, but he yielded slowly and painfully whatever
he found the word of God did not warrant, and step by
step advanced in the knowledge of the truth, until he
reached that sublime determination, that he would commit
himself to the word of God as his sole guide in religion,
and follow wherever that word should lead. To speak
what he found in the word of God faithfully and fearlessly,
and to be silent where the word of God was silent, was
thenceforth the rule in all his efforts for the salvation of his
race ; and the blessings by which those efforts were attend-
ed, eternity alone will disclose. The impression made by
the first number of the Christian Baptist was dgepened by
each subsequent issue; the Bible, where it circulated, ceased
to be regarded as a sealed book, and was studied with a zeal
and zest unknown before ; great numbers from the various re-
ligious parties embraced the new views which were set forth
with such marked ability; and among them many who
proved to be earnest and efficient helpers; and the new
moventent assumed such proportions that its opposers saw
fit to give it a name ; that name was Campbellism. Among
those helbers and fellow-laborers, the first place in zeal and
ability must be awarded to Walter Scott. Up to the time
of his connection with this movement, the efforts of Alex-
ander Campbell had been mainly directed against the errors
prevalent among those professing godliness, with a view to
the promotion of union among them; but Scott perceived
that in addition to the evils of partyism in the Church,
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that there was an equal defect in the presentation of the
gospel to the world, to the remedy of which he addressed
himself with signal ability and success. Making the apos-
tles his model, he went before the world with the same
plea, urging upon his hearers the same message, in the same
order, with the same conditions and promises, and inviting
instant compliance with its claims. The position of Camp-
bell in taking the word of God as the only rule of faith
and practice necessarily led to the new and bold step taken
by Scott ; nor was he slow to second it in his public ad-
dresses, as well as by his powerful pen. They were true
yoke-fellows in the same glorious cause ; and when with
tongue and pen they exposed ‘ong-cherished errors, and
brought to light long-forgotten truths, many from the va-
rious religious parties were ready for what they had to
offer, and were attracted to them as particles of steel to the
magnet ; and even from the world those who had well-nigh
lost all faith in God through the false and contradictory
views of religion which they had heard, and the discords
which prevailed among those who professed to be the fol-
lowers of the Lord, came and embraced and rejoiced in
the truth; of which truth many of them became able and
successful advocates and defenders.

But many difficulties attended this republication of the
Ancient Gospel and return to the practice of the primitive
church which it is necessary to notice. The first of these
was the religious teachings of that day in regard to what
was necessary in order to the conversion of a soul to God.
In primitive times nothing was plainer, sirapler;y easier, to
be understood. An apostle delivered his message in a

style and manner suited to the capacity of his hearers ; those
who were convinced of the truth of what they heard, and
showed their sincerity by an abandonment of their sins,
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and obeying the instructiors which fell from his lips, were
received into the favor of God and the fellowship of the
church. The instructions given to a nobleman, traveling
in his chariot, by one of the primitive teachers of Christi-
anity, not occupying perhaps more than an hour or two,
resulted in his conversion. An apostle found a company
of pious women assembled at a place of prayer by the river
side not far from a pagan city ; they had an acquaintance
with the law of Moses, but never had heard the glad news
of the Messiah’s coming, of his death for sin, and the glo-
rious offer made to all, both Jew and Gentile, through his
gospel. This he made known ; some of his hearers gladly
received it, and immediately entered into the enjoyment
of the favor of God, through faith in, and obedience to,
the Lord Jesus; and, stranger still, in that same pagan city,
a man brought up in idolatry was brought in contact with
the apostle and his fellow-laborer, and under their instruc-
tions, between the going down and the rising of the sun,
he learned enough to renounce idolatry, and to gladly and
intelligently become a Christian.

Every-where during the ministry of the apostles, the con-
version of sinners to God was brought about by the same
instrumentality : the preaching of the gospel—the simple
scriptural* statement of one case is the model for all. It
is said"“many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, and
were baptized;’’ none of these elements were absent in
any case of conversion which took place under the labors
of the apostles ; and one of the chief of these, in reviewing
his labors, says: ““I am not ashamed of the Gospel of
Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth.” Forty or fifty years ago, instead of
being guided by these plain scriptural teachings, and ma-
king the cases to which we have referred models, the ut-



18 INTRODUCTION.

most obscurity and confusion prevailed with regard to the
way in which a sinner must come to God ; so much so, in-
deed, that it is doubtful whether any view could have been
presented that would have been so generally rejected, as
that a sinner could be saved by reading and obeying the
instructions contained in the New Testament. The most
prevalent idea with regard to this matter was, that the con-
version of a sinner was an exercise of miraculous power on
the part of God, which the sinner could neither so control
as to bring himself under its influence, nor resist when he
was subjected to it. A favorite mode of expressing this
view was, that the sinner had no more power to turn to God
than Lazarus had to raise himself from the dead ; and no
more ability to resist the power of God when it came upon
him, than the dead Lazarus had to resist the call of the
Son of God. No uniform view of the law of Christ, or of
the power of his truth, seemed to be present to the minds
of preachers when addressing the people. Conversion was
as much a mystery to them as to their hearers ; they might
be converted instantaneously or after a long season; the
most careless and indifferent might be made to yield when
they neither expected nor desired to do so; while others,
sincere, earnest, weeping penitents, might seek the same
blessing, yet seek in vain ; thus causing the inquiry to rise
in many hearts, Why should God be favorable to those who
neglect and even resist his grace, and yet be deaf to the
tears and beseechings of those who seek his face sorrowing?
The following scene, witnessed by the writer, not forty years
since, will serve to illustrate the point before us, and is by
no means an exaggerated picture of the state of things at
the time of which we write. A revival meeting was in prog-
ress, and a large number of persons were at the altar of
prayer, and the ministers and some of the leading members
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were giving the seekers, as they were termed, such instruc-
tions as it was thought their condition required ; but all
their efforts seemed of nc avail; the penitents were evi-
dently willing to be saved, but the blessing they were seek-
ing, and which their spiritual guides taught them to expect,
was denied. One of the ministers was called on to pray
for the mourners, and, after entreating heaven earnestly and
fervently on their behalf, thus concluded his prayer: O
Lord! here are sinners desiring to be converted; Lord,
they can not convert themselves; O Lord, we can not
convert them. No one, O Lord, can convert them but
thyself;’” and then, changing his tone of voice, added: ““and
now, Lord, why don’t you do it?”’ While it is true that
expressions like that with which he closed his prayer were
uncommon, the feeling expressed in the previous part of it
with regard to the sinners’ inability, and the inefficiency ot
human instrumentality, the feeling that the conversion of
sinners was to be effected by something beyond their own
power was almost universal.

The thought that a man had the power to turn to God in
obedience to the teaching of the Scriptures, or that minis-
ters, bearing in their hearts and on their tongues the divine
message of mercy, had power to turh their fellow-men from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, by
presenting the facts, motives, and conditions of the gospel,
would then have been as strange and startling as if it had
been presented for the first time, instead of having been
the rule in all the conversions which tock place under the
ministry of the apostles. In their day no one was con-
verted until he heard the gospel preached, and those who
heard the glad message, believed it, and obeyed the in-
structions given by those whom Christ sent forth to convert
the nations; were made free from sin, and happy in their
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obedience to the truth. Under their ministry, to hear, be-
lieve, and obey the gospel was to be converted. Conversion
consisted in having mind, heart, conduct, and state changed
by a belief of, and obedience to, the truth ; every man was
active in his own conversion, and was urged to be so by
apostolic authority, in such language as, ““Save yourselves
from this untoward generation.”” ‘‘Repent, and turn,
that your sins may be blotted out.”” ¢ Repent, and be bap-
tized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for
the remission of. sins.”’

But at this time, man was regarded as passive in conver-
sion ; he was.not required to do any thing ; could do noth-
ing ; the work was God’s alone. How many are there who
yet remember the state of things we have described ; those
who attended for years the ministry of eminent preachers in
the various denominations; who felt themselves to be sin-
ners, but never were able to learn, from what they heard,
what they were to do to be saved ; that was in the hands
of God, and was as much a matter of uncertainty as the
next drouth or the next shower, and one over which they
had as little control. It was an age of marvels. God was
expected to act as if he had revealed no plan of salvation,
as if the great commission were no longer in force; con-
versions were as various as the temperaments of different
individuals: those of persons of quick sensibilities and
lively fancies were bright and clear, sometimes excelling
even the most striking cases of a miraculous age ; while per-
sons of calm, thoughtful habits were so far from reaching
such raptures that they were almost reduced to despair.
Nor was this confined to one denomination or the more
ignorant portion of the community, as the following in-
stance, by no means a rare one, will show. A very learned
and pious bishop, who dated his conversion at the time of
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which we write, gives the following remarkable account of
it: ““While in a retired place, praying, the witness of the
Spirit was vouchsafed to me. A voice spoke, saying, Thy
sins which are many are forgiven thee. I looked up and
around, and every thing wore tne garb of beauty.”’

This is a more wonderful case than any recorded in the
sacred volume, surpassing even that of Saul of Tarsus, for
even in his case the Savior did not utter the words of par-
don, but directed him to go to Damascus, where it should
be told him what he must do ; and the instructions he re-
ceived show that he was not released from any duty en-
joined on the humblest disciple. But in the case to which
we have referred; the Spirit is made to utter the words ot
pardon, which it is never represented as doing in the word
of God. But at the time to which we refer, the wonderful
was common ; a dream, a light, a voice, the creature of an
exalted or excited fancy was deemed better evidence of the
favor of God than to obey the teachings of the Bible, or
to imitate the example of those who were converted under
the teaching of the apostles themselves. In a word, a dim
and mysterious speculative theology was dispensed from
the pulpit, and substituted for the plain and simple teach-
ing of the word of God. Nay, the word of God was com-
monly spoken of as a dead letter ; nearly every thing was
made to depend on an influence of the Spirit, separate and
distinct from the written Word ; and the feelings, frames of
mind, and the emotions were supposed to be the opera-
tions of the Holy Spirit on the heart, even when these
were often in direct opposition to the declarations of the
Scriptures of truth. A man, for instance, would admit that
neither Moses nor Christ had said any thing with regard to
infant baptism, that the Old and New Testament were alike
silent with regard to it, and yet prove it to be right, to his
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own satisfaction, at least, by saying that the Holy Spirit had
written on his heart, in letters of fire, that he ought to have
his children baptized. What a man felt was deemed better
evidence than either the silence of Scripture or a positive
thus saith the Lord. Ministers, very generally claimed to
be specially called, qualified, and sent to preach the gospel,
claimed to be ““called of God, as was Aaron,”” although
that language is used with reference to the Savior himself;
claimed to be embassadors of Christ, and yet often won-
derfully mystified their hearers, who could not very clearly
understand why it was that men who claimed to be called
and sent of God, and embassadors of Jesus Christ, should
present such different messages ; and why one embassador
should, by divine authority, be pulling down what another
embassador was endeavoring to build up. The credentials
of this high office were sometimes as singular as the claims
were great ; one minister, regarded as the foremost man in
his denomination, placed great confidence in a dream he
had in regard to this matter, In his dream he was carried
to Palestine, and, in a room full of people arrayed in the
costume of the orientals, he saw one who seemed more than
mortal ; this personage singled the dreamer out from the rest
of the throng, approached him, and, in a voice of singular
sweetness, said to him: ““ George B——— feed my sheep ;”’
and he knew that it was the Savior of men that spoke.
The claim to a special call, however, was maintained with
the greatest pertinacity by those who were distinguished by
nothing 'save an utter unfitness for the sacred office ; and
the oracles uttered by these unlettered ones were frequently
of the most astounding nature. Profesors of religion, as
a general rule, were much better acquainted with the tenets
of their particular party than with the Bible. Conformity
to party views was the test of orthodoxy; and to deny the
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teachings of the Church Standards, whether Creed, Cate-
chism, or Confession of Faith, even though the Bible were
silent in regard to such matters, was quite as heretical and
dangerous as to deny the clearest and most explicit declar-
ations of Holy Writ. Many of the religious parties re-
garded each other as the Jews and Samaritans formerly
did; and the union of Christians, for which the Savior
prayed with almost his dying breath, and when nearly in
sight of the cross, was regarded not only as unattainable,
but even undesirable. In view of the state of things which
then prevailed, we are able now to place something like a
proper estimate upon the work of those men by whose labors
such a great and blessed change has been effected—a change
quite as deserving of the name of a reformation as that
which was . wrought by Luther or Wesley.

Nay, the movement of which we write resulted in a change
deeper and more vadical than that effected by either Luther
or Wesley; and, without the least disparagement of these
great and good men, we may say, with truth, that their
work was only preparatory to the reformation of the nine-
teenth century, which has carried out into practice, truths
which those earlier reformers only dimly and partially per-
ceived. Luther’s work in the main was a protest dgainst
the grosser and more evident corruptions of the Church of
Rome, and Wesley’s a protest against the formalism, want
of spirituality, and lack of zeal for the welfare of the souls
of men by which the State religion—Episcopalianism—was
characterized. The poverty and abundant labors of the
apostles, contrasted with the wealth and ease of the higher
orders of the clergy of his day, stirred up his soul to an ex-
hibition of zeal, self-denial, and labor truly apostolic ; for
no man ever demonstrated better than he what should be
the life of a preacher of the gospel—not a life of lettered
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ease, droning out a few theological platitudes once or twice
a week to a drowsy and listless auditory, and spending the
rest in the library, at the luxurious feast, or amid the
coarser joys of the chase or the revel ; but a life of inces-
sant toil, visiting the sick and in prison, teaching the ignor-
ant, relieving the distressed, preaching in churchyard,
field, and moor, wherever opportunity offered ; preaching
especially to the poor, and showing how the servant may
imitate the example of the master by going about doing
good. It is mo part of our purpose to undervalue such
lives and labors as these ; truth, purity, and goodness should
be honored wherever they are found; and such men as
Luther and Wesley belong not to a sect or party, but to
humanity, and we institute a comparison not between men,
but principles, when we say that the Reformation of our
own times contemplates a greater work than the reforms of
any preceding age. Contemplates, we say; we do not
claim that all is done that needs to be done, and that must
be done, before the church of Christ shall appear before a
scoffing world, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and ter-
rible as an army with triumphant banners. We claim,
however, that the right path has been entered upon, and
the right principles discovered, which, if persevered im and
carried out to their legitimate issue, can not fail to promote
the purity and spread of our holy religion and the union
of all who love our Common Lotd. The Bible can not
lead any faithful and earnest soul astray who sincerely de-
sires to comie to the Savior ; and as surely as that word is the
sinner’s best and safest guide, so surely is it the only plat-
form on which all true believers can stand. There can,
then, be no misgivings as to the correctness of our course
when we point sinners to the Lamb of God in the very
terms which the apostles employed for that purpose, and
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when we propose the Bible in the place of any and all
creeds as the basis of Christian union. The Reformation,
then, of which we speak, may, with greater propriety, be
called a Restoration, or a return to primitive and original
ground. That such a course is possible is evident from
the fact that the state of things to which we aim to return
once existed. And that such a course is best must be evi-
dent from the fact that the religion of Jesus Christ, as pre-
sented in the New Testament, is as far beyond the power ot
man to change or improve as the laws of the material
world ; as incapable of being improved as the air that we
breathe, or heaven’s own sunlight.

That such a view of things should ever have been lost
sight of is indeed astonishing ; but that all the confusion
and strife which has arisen in the religious world had its
origin in a departure from the word of God, and substitut-
ing human reason and expediency in its place, no oue can,
with truth, deny. How sad and wide this departure was
may be gathered from the history of those times. Men
seemed to have forgotten that Christ himself is the Head of
his own church, its only rightful and true Lawgiver; that
the Father gave him this position when he gave him all
authority in heaven and earth, and constituted him head
over all things to the church, all of which was indicated
when God broke the silence of the transfiguration scene
with the solemn and impressive words, ¢ This is my be-
loved Son; hear ye him.” The fact that all this had been
forgotten, and, in a great measure, departed from, as proved
by the general prevalence of creeds, and a corresponding
ignorance of, and departure from, the Bible ; the preferring
of modern human names to the scriptural ones, Disciple
and Christian ; the strifes, discords, and divisions which ex-
isted ; the different and conflicting views with regard to
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nearly every important element of faith and practice ; all
indicated that a Reformation, or return to original ground,
was needed ; the times demanded it, and the men were not
wanting to enter upon the work, which in their hands was
attended with such glorious and abundant success. And
now that the Disciples have a name, an influence, and a
history such as makes them a power in the religious world,
what we have said in regard to their views and aims may
seem to be a needless repetition of those things which are
most surely believed among us, of which few among the
hundreds, nay thousands, of our churches, and the tens ot
thousands, nay hundreds of thousands, of their members
are ignorant; but our purpose is to show the many ten
thousands of our brethren who have been gathered into the
fold of Christ during the past twenty or thirty years, that
the scriptural views to which they have always been accus-
tomed, and which they can hardly conceive could ever
have been lost sight of, were regarded, in the times to
which we have referred, by the great majority of religious
people, as the greatest and worst of heresies ; and by those
wheo first had their attention arrested and hearts won by
them as having almost the freshness, and giving the joy of,
a new revelation. We wish our brethren also to realize
something of the care, the toil, the anxieties, the persecu-
tions and misrepresentations endured by such men as he
whose life we propose to lay before them ; into whose labors
so many have entered—the great fight of afflictions through
which they passed in order to establish those views
and principles which we wonder could ever have been a
matter of doubt, much less of bitter and violent opposition.
Having, under the blessing of God, from feeble beginnings
become a multitude, we should never forget those great
and godly men whose labors have brought to us such bles-
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sings, and whose example should ever lead us to guard well
the precious trust they have committed to our hands. A
graceful, loving, and elaborate tribute has been made to the
memory of Alexander Campbell, and one that shall long
endure to instruct and delight, by one whose pen adorns
whatever it touches. Ten years and more have passed
since his life-long friend and devoted fellow-laborer fell
asleep, and the tribute which all feel to be his due has not
been offered ; that duty has fallen upon me, and did not
my heart urge me on my hand would falter; and, there-
fore, if with feebler powers than many others, yet at least
with equal love I present the following humble offering to
the memory of Walter Scott.
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ELDER WALTER SCOTT.
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CHAPTER 1.

Birth—Ancestry—FEducation—Singing in the street at midnight—Z¥Kmi-
grates to the United States—Goes westward on foot—Employed as
teacher—Is baptized,

ALTER SCOTT was born in Moffat, Dum-
friesshire, Scotland, on the 31st of October,

1796. He was of the same ancestry as his world-
renowned namesake Sir Walter Scott, whose poems
and historical novels created such an interest in the
reading world in the early part of the present cen-
tury, and which have given him such a distinguished
and permanent place among British authors. In the
veins of both ran the blood of the heroes of the
famous border feuds, among whom Wat. of Harden
held so notable a place for deeds of daring not so hon-
orable now as then ; but blood will tell, and the spirit
which made Wat. of Harden the most chivalric and
fearless of raiders, under different and more benign
influences, made one of his descendants the foremost
author of his day, and another, one of the chief mov-
ers and promoters of the greatest religious Reforma-
tion of modern times. The immediate ancestors of
the subject of these memoirs were John Scott and

Mary Innes, who were the parents of ten children,
(29)
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five sons and five daughters, of which Walter was
the fourth son and the sixth child. His father was a
music teacher of some celebrity, a man of consider-
able culture and agreeable manners. Both were
strict members of the Presbyterian Church, in which
faith all their children were diligently instructed. His
mother was deeply and unfeignedly pious—a woman
full of kindness and sympathy, sweet of speech and
fruitful in good deeds. She was, moreover, of a
deeply sensitive nature, of which her death afforded
a striking and melancholy proof. Her husband was
taken ill in the neighboring town of Annan, and died
very suddenly. The shock was so great to her sensi-
tive and loving heart that she died immediately after
hearing the sad tidings ; and they were both buried at
the same time in the same grave. At a very early age
Walter gave such evidence of decided talent, that his
parents determined to give him every advantage for
its development ; and though at that period a colle-
giate education was in the reach only of the sons of
the wealthy, the moderate resources of the family
were so husbanded and economized as to enable him,
after the necessary academic preparation, to enter
the University of Edinburgh, where he remained
until the completion of his college course. In afford-
ing him these opportunities, it was the wish and
prayer of his parents that he should devote himself
to the ministry of the church of which they were
members. With these wishes and prayers his own
feelings were in full accord, and all his preparations
had that end in view. During his stay in Edinburgh
he made his abode with an aunt who resided there,
and pursued his studies with a zeal and success that
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fully met the predictions of his friends and the hopes
of the family. Although of a cheerful disposition and
fond of social pleasures, he happily avoided the follies
and dissipations into which many of his fellow-stu-
dents were drawn ; and he even made his recreations
not only agreeable but improving. He had naturally
a good voice and a fine ear for music, both of which
had been cultivated at home, under the instructions
of his father.

The talent and skill of Walter in this respect attracted
the attention of an eminent musician in Edinburgh,
who had formerly been leader of a military band in
the expedition to Egypt, in which Sir Ralph Aber-
crombie lost his life. This gentleman, admiring the
talent of young Scott, volunteered to give him in-
structions on the flute, and such rapid progress did
he make that he soon surpassed his teacher, and was
acknowledged to be the most skillful performer on
that instrument in the whole city. While attending
the University an incident took place which is spe-
cially note-worthy from the fact that it was eminently
characteristic of the man in all his after life—small in
itself, yet one of those key-notes to the whole life
and conduct ever to be found in the lives of the great
and good. Among the Scotch great importance is
attached to the individual who first crosses the thresh-
old after the clock has struck twelve at midnight on
the 31st of December, or who, as they phrase it, is
the “first foot” in a house after the new year has
begun. The first visitor or “first foot” stamps the
“luck” of the house—the good or evil fortune of its
inmates for the year. Hence, every house at that
season has its company passing the evening in a
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pleasant way, enlivened by song or story, and among
one class by what they misname good liquor. As
soon as the hour of twelve has struck all present rise,
shake hands, and wish one another a happy New
Year, and not a few drink the health of each other,
with some such sentiment as “ May the year that’s
awa’ be the warst o’ our lives.,” But whether there be
the drinking or the more temperate greeting and
good wishes, in all companies is heard the question,
“I wonder who will be our firs¢ foot,” or, as we would
say, our first caller in the New Year. In consequence
of this custom the streets at midnight on the last
right of the year are as densely crowded as they usu-
ally are at midday, the throng, too, a happy one, each
one intent on being “ first foot” in the house of some
friend, eachr one hoping to bear with him good luck,
On one of these nights Walter, then about sixteen
years of age, in company with his brother James,
went over the old Edinburgh bridge to put *“first
foot” in the house of some friend. Having accom-
plished their object, they went forth on the still
crowded streets, and after recrossing the bridge Wal-
ter was suddenly missed by his brother, who, suppos-
ing that something had for a moment attracted his
attention among the crowds they had been constantly
meeting, hastened home, expecting to meet him there.
Walter, however, had not come, and, after waiting
until his fears began to arise, he went to the bridge
where he had missed him. Here he found quite a
crowd assembled, and from the midst of it came the
sound of the clear sweet voice of his brother, singing
one of the sweetest of Old Scotia’s songs. Wonder-
ing what could have so suddenly converted his youth-
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ful and somewhat bashful brother into a street min-
strel at midnight, he pressed his way to the midst of
the throng, and found a scene which told its own
story. The young singer was standing upon the
stone steps of one of the shops near the bridge, and
a step or two below him stood a blind beggar hold-
ing out his hat to receive the pennies which ever and
anon in the intervals between the songs the crowd
would bestow. All day long the blind man had sat
and begged, and, knowing that the street would be
crowded that night even more than it had been dur-
ing the day, he hoped that night would yield him the
charity which he had implored almost in vain through
the livelong day. But the crowds were intent on
pleasure and friendly greetings, and few responded
to the appeal of him to whom day brought no light,
and whose night was no darker than his day. Young
Walter drew near, and his heart was touched by his
mute imploring look, which had taken the place of
the almost useless appeal, “Give a penny to the
blind man.” He had neither gold nor silver to give,
but he stopped and inquired as to his success, and
found that few had pitied and relieved his wants.
His plan was formed in a moment ; he took his place
by the beggar’s side and began singing, in a voice
shrill and sweet, a strain which few Scotchmen could
hear unmoved. The steps of nearly all who passed
that way were arrested ; soon a crowd gathered, and
when the song ended he made an appeal for pennies,
which brought a shower of them, mingled now and
then with silver, such as never had fallen into the
blind man’s hat before. Another and another song
was called for, and at the close of each the finger of
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the singer pointed significantly, and not in vain, to the
blind man’s hat ; and thus he sang far into the night;
and when he ceased, the blind beggar implored
heaven’s richest blessings on the head of the youth-
ful singer, and bore home with him the means of
support and comfort for many a coming day. This
story came from the lips of his brother, who is still
living, and who found him engaged as already de-
scribed ; but were its truth less clearly established,
all who knew him in after life would readily believe it ;
they would say it is true—it is just like Walter Scott.
Martin Luther is said to have sung and begged for
the brotherhood of monks to which he belonged. He
sung because he was sent in the interest of the lazy
drones of the monastic hive ; it was with him a duty,
and doubtless a painful and degrading one; but the
youthful Scott sang from the fullness of a sympa-
thetic heart in the interest of suffering humanity.
Not long after he had completed his education a
sudden and unexpected turn in his history took place,
which, without being intended as a prelude to the
part he was to act in life, proved to be in reality one
of the most important steps in his whole career.
That event was his coming to the United States, a
matter which had not entered into his own plan of
life, or been contemplated by his friends and family.
His mother had a brother, George Innes, in the city
of New York, who had years before obtained a place
under the Government in the custom-house. Such
was his faithfulness and integrity that he retained his
place through several successive administrations; and
having succeeded well himself, he was anxious to
further the interests of his relatives still in his native
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land, He, therefore, wrote to his sister to send one
of her boys over to this country, promising to do all
in his power for his advancement. The proposal was
very agreeable to the family, and, as Walter was best
fitted by his superior education for the emergencies
and opportunities of a new country, it was decided
that he should go, and accordingly he sailed from
Greenock in the good ship Glenthorn, Capt. Stillman,
and arrived in New York on the 7th of July, 1818,
and on his arrival was kindly welcomed by his uncle,
through whose influence he soon obtained a situation
as Latin tutor in a classical academy on Long Island.

In this position, however, he did not long remain.
He had made some acquaintances in the city of New
York, and from them heard glowing reports of the
West, as all the region beyond the Allegheny Mount-
ains was then called ; and he resolved to see for him-
self the land of which he had heard so much. On
foot, with a light heart and a light purse, with a
young man about his own age as a traveling com-
panion, he set out, not dreaming that in that far land
he would find a home, and without a suspicion of the
part he would be called upon to play in the great
religious movement then'in its incipiency through the
labors of the Campbells, father and son, but of which
at that time he was in total ignorance.

This journey of Scott and his young comrade,
though a long one, was far from bging wearisome
and tedious. Each day’s travel brought new scenes,
and each night new society, and the lessons drawn
from nature and human nature were not without
their worth in after years. Our young collegian, hav-
ing passed much of his life in the city of Edinburgh,



36 LIFE OF ELDER WALTER SCOTT.

had never seen a forest until he visited this country ;
and it was indeed a new world to him when he
passed through the rich and varied forest scenery of
the Atlantic slope, the great pines of the Allegheny
Mountains ; and gazed with wonder and admiration
from their summit at the then almost unbroken forests
of the West. What a contrast, too, he found between
the mode of life, the comforts of civilization, and the
society to which he had been accustomed in Edin-
burgh and New York, and the manners and customs
of the dwellers in the humble abodes where he found
shelter for the night; but it mattered not to him
whether nightfall found him at some wayside inn,
amid a throng of hardy yet somewhat rude teamsters,
who then did all the carrying trade between the sea-
board and the West, by the camp-fires of an emigrant
family, or the log cabin of some recent settler, or the
more comfortable farm-house. Youth, high spirits,
and active exercise gave zest to every scene, and
made whatever society he found enjoyable. Often
during that journey did the travelers beguile the
hours with songs that had never wakened echoes in
those forests before ; and as the evening shades drew
on, mindful of the home scenes from which they were
parted, they lifted up their voices in the solemn yet
joyful psalm. Every night’s sojourn gave them an
unfailing subject with which to lighten the next day’s
travel ; and the memorties of that journey were cher-
ished long after its close, and were sweeter than the
experiences of after years in passing over the same
route in coach or car.

Reaching Pittsburg on the 7th of May, 1819, he
began to seek for some employment, and soon had
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the good fortune to fall in with Mr. George Forrester,
a fellow-countryman, and the principal of an acade-.
my, by whom he was immediately engaged as assist-
ant in his school. Somewhat to the surprise of the
young teacher, he soon made the discovery that his
employer, though a deeply religious man, differed very
much in his views from those which he himself had
been taught to regard as true. Mr. Forrester's peculi-
arity consisted in making the Bible his only authority
and guide in matters of religion, while his young friend
had been brought up to regard the Presbyterian Stand-
ards as the true and authoritative exposition and sum-
mary of Bible truth. Differing as they did, they were,
nevertheless, both lovers of the truth, and the frequent
and close examinations which they made of the Script-
ures resulted in convincing Mr. Scott that human
standards in religion were, like their authors, imper-
fect ; and in impressing him deeply with the convic-
tion that the word of God was the only true and sure
guide. Often, after the labors of the day had closed
in the school-room, they would prosecute their exami-
nations of the Scriptures far into the night, not in the
spirit of controversy, however, but with an earnest
desire to know the will of God, and a determination
to follow wherever his word, the expression of his will
should lead. Mr. Scott now felt that he had discov-
ered the true theology; the Bible had for him a mean-
ing that it never had before; that is, it now meant
what it said, and to devoutly study it in order to
reach its meaning, was to put himself in possession
of the mind and will of God. It was no longer a re-
pository of texts, from which to draw proofs of doc-
trines of modern or ancient origin, which could not be
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expressed in the words of Scripture, but a revelation,
an unveiling of the will of God—the gospel was a
message, and to believe and obey that message was to
be a Christian. He was not long in making the dis-
covery that infant baptism was without the vestige ot
a divine warrant ; that wherever baptism was enjoined,
it was a personal, and not a relative duty; that it was
a matter that no more admitted of a proxy than faith,
repentance, or any other act of obedience ; and as he
had rendered no service, obeyed no command, when
he had been made the subject of that ordinance as
taught and practiced by Presbyterians, he had not
obeyed the command, “be baptized.”

How must this command be obeyed ? next engaged
his attention, and his knowledge of the Greek lan-
guage and a careful examination of the New Testa-
ment, soon enabled him to discover that sprinkling
and pouring were human substitutes, which required
neither the going down into, nor the coming up out
of, the water, of which the Scriptures speak when
describing this ordinance. The modern modes also
failed to agree with the allusion in Scripture to bap-
tism as a burial, and were singularly unlike the bap-
tism of Christ by John in the river Jordan; and, in
accordance with his convictions that there was but
one baptism taught in the word of God, he was im-
mersed by Mr. Forrester, by whose instrumentality
the change in his views had been effected. After his
baptism he united with a small body of baptized be-
lievers, which had been gathered together and formed
into a church by the labors of Mr. Forrester; and in
their society he found that peace and joy to which
his mind had been a stranger during the period that
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the change we have described was going on. To this
little congregation Mr. Scott proved a very valuable
acquisition ; his superior education, his gifts, zeal, and
piety rendering him not only useful but causing him
to be greatly beloved. Realizing what the gospel
had done for him, in freeing his mind from narrow
sectarian prejudices, admiring its beautiful simplic-
ity, and rejoicing in the assurance which walking in
the truth imparted, he found himself possessed by
an irresistible desire to bring others to that Savior
whose truth had made him free. Having given up
so much that was dear to him, but having gained a
truth for every error that he had yielded, he supposed
that all who were holding error, sincerely regarding
it as truth, would gladly, like himself, be undeceived.
He devoted himself earnestly to the instruction of such,
in many instances with success; but found in, alas,
too many cases that time honored and popular errors
were cherished as if they were saving truths. He
had not, however, at this time the remotest idea of
any thing like a great religious reformation ; the posi-
tion he had taken, it is true, was in opposition to
much of the religious teaching of the day; but he was
like a traveler who had just entered upon a new and
untried path, not knowing whither it would lead. But
truth is always revolutionary, and the clearer the truth
became to his own mind, the greater need there seemed
of a bold and fearless advocacy. Had he seen this at
first, he might have shrunk from the labor and the op-
probrium which such a course would inevitably bring ;
but for the present he felt only as most young con-
verts feel: a sincere and earnest desire for the wel-
fare of the souls of his fellow-men ; and with a very
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humble estimate of his abilities strove to do good to
all within his reach as he had opportunity. The lit-
tle company of believers, with whom he had associ-
ated himself, were diligent students of the word ot
God, humble, pious people, mostly Scotch and Irish;
greatly attached to Fortrester, their religious teacher
and guide, whose life was in full accord with his teach-
ings, and among them Mr. Scott found a nearer ap-
proach to the purity and simplicity of the primitive
church than ever he had seen or expected to find on
earth. Amid such surroundings, giving his days to
the instruction of his classes, and his leisure hours
and much of the night to the study of his Bible, the
time glided swiftly and sweetly away ; a quiet, peace-
ful, useful, but humble life seemed all that the future
had in store for him, and more than this seems not
to have, at this period of his history, entered into his
thoughts ; but he who called David from the sheep-
fold to the throne had a greater work for him to do,
and the events which led to that work, began rapidly
to unfold.
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CHAPTER II.

Becomes Principal of an Academy—Sudden death of Mr. Forrester—An
important document—Gives- up his school—Visits New York—Dis-
appointment.

CHANGE in the plans of Mr. Forrester made

it necessary for him to give up his school, and
as Mr. Scott had proved himself to be admirably
qualified for the position, the entire management of
it fell into his hands. The superior advantages in
point of education which he had enjoyed, and a nat-
ural aptitude for imparting instruction, made up for
his lack of experience; and in addition to these he
possessed the rare faculty of so attaching his pupils
to himself that he soon was regarded by them as a
warm, personal friend ; and the result was that the
prosperity of the school was increased by the change.
His method of teaching was original, his manners
pleasing ; politeness and morality were marked feat-
ures in his school, and as the necessary result he be-
came daily better known and appreciated ; his labors
were well remunerated, and had success in his career
as a teacher been his great object he might bave
been satisfied.

But few things, however, were less in his esteem
than worldly prosperity; the more he studied his
Bible the greater became his concern for the spirit-
ual welfare of his fellow-men ; and as he himself ob-
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tained broader and clearer views of the plan of re-
demption, his desire for wider usefulness increased.
The admirable powers of analysis and classification
which he had hitherto applied to the sciences and
languages, he now began to apply to the Holy Script-
ures, and .with such happy results that at times he
felt a joy akin to that of the ancient philosopher, who,
when a great scientific discovery flashed upon his
mind, cried out in his ecstasy, “Eureka! Eureka! I
have found it! I have found it!”

It is not intended by this to claim that Mr, Scott
discovered any new truths; that in the nature of the
case was impossible; but he discovered relations
which the truths of revelation bore to each other that
had for a long time, in a great measure, been lost
sight of, and in consequence of which confusion and
darkness had usurped the place of order and light.
He observed that the advocates of religious systems,
as opposite as Calvinism and Arminianism, claimed
that their respective views were taught in the word
of God-—both claiming to be right and each asserting
that the other was wrong; but to his mind the
thought that the inspired volume taught views so
contradictory was most abhorrent. In nature he saw
order and harmony and an invariable relation between
cause and effect, and he concluded it could not be
otherwise in the plan for the recovery of our lost
race. In the word of God he found precepts, duties,
ordinances, promises, blessings, and between these a
proper relation and dependence ; that the duties, in
the nature of things, could not precede the precept,
or the blessing the promise, or the ordinance the
commandment by which it was enjoined. Nothing,
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to his mind, seemed more reasonable than that pre-
cepts should set forth what duties must be performed,
what ordinances obeyed ; that promises should serve
as a motive to obedience; that blessings should
follow the doing of that which precept made known
as duty, to which promise was the encouragement
and blessing the reward.

This order he found had been lost sight of to a
greater or less degree by the various religious parties,
by some of them to the absurd extent of placing an
ordinance first, before the subject could possibly have
any knowledge of the precept by which it was en-
joined, or capable of the preparation necessary to
make submission to the ordinance an act of obedience,
and, of course, before the blessings connected with it
could be recognized or enjoyed. In the Scriptures
he found a profession of faith preceding baptism, but
in the practice of his times the baptism preceded the
profession of faith by many years, and in numberless
cases the profession of faith never followed the ordi-
nance ; but those who unwittingly were made the
subjects of the ordinance, and taught in after years
that by that act they had entered into covenant
with Christ and were made the children of God, fre-
-quently lived and died as regardless of the claims of
God upon them as if they had passed their lives in a
land where God’s word had never been known. That
faith should precede obedience seemed as clear to his
mind as that a cause should precede an effect; but
much in the religion of the times he found to be as
unphilosophical as it was unscriptural. If the gospel -
were not a variable and changeful thing, he drew the
conclusion "that its various parts or elements must
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bear a fixed and definite relation to each other, in
order to produce a uniform result, just as the letters
which compose a certain word must occupy a certain
relation to each other in order to form that word ; or,
as he frequently instanced in after life, in the word
gospel no other arrangement of the letters would give
the word ; and so he argued in the plan of salvation,
only one fixed and definite arrangement of its facts,
precepts, duties, ordinances, promises, and blessings
was allowable; that the derangement of the order
would be the destruction of the plan, just as the change
in the relative position of a single letter in the word
gospel would give, not merely another word, but one
without any significance whatever. In pursuing his
investigations he was cheered and strengthened in
his views by their harmony with the Scriptures, and
this could scarcely fail to be the case since they were
but inductions from the word of God after long, care-
ful, and prayerful reading.

The conversion of a sinner to God had long been a
subject that perplexed him, on account of the mys-
tery thrown around it by theological writers; but
when he read the accounts given in the Acts,of the
course pursued by the apostles in turning men to
God, he found that all mystery fled ; that those who
heard, believed, and obeyed the glad message, which
it was their mission to make known, were filled with
joy and peace in believing. His noble and candid
nature, and his profound regard for the truth, led him
to examine carefully all the commen or orthodox
views in which he had been brought up, and which
he had long entertained without a doubt as to their
correctness ; from these he eliminated to be held
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sacred all that was clearly taught in the unerring
word, and rejected all he had heretofore cherished for
which he could find no divine warrant. Clearness of
vision, ability to separate the true from the false, does
not come in a moment ; the influence of early habits
and associates; the instructions he had received
without question in his early years; his course of
reading and study when looking forward to the min-
istry of the Presbyterian Church, with the strong
convictions of a deeply religious nature, which ren-
dered him sincere even when in error, made the
change of necessity a very gradual one. But he had
discovered the true path; his Bible he felt must be
a safe guide; and though much of that path had yet
to be explored, every step brought deeper conviction
and a serener joy.

In the meantime, his intimacy with Mr. Forrester,
his religious friend and guide, continued to be of the
most pleasant and endearing nature; and the little
congregation under his care, which met in the court-
house, were his most valued associates. With the
former he was accustomed to walk to the place of
worship in company, and then to sit meekly at his
feet as he expounded the word of God; and with the
latter to engage in the service of God as brethren be-
loved. But a sad and unexpected change came, Mr.
Forrester was drowned while bathing in the Alle-
gheny river, and Mr. Scott was deprived of his dear-
est friend and the little flock of its beloved and faith-
ful shepherd. This calamity brought upon him new
duties and responsibilities : to comfort and assist the
widow and orphans of his lost friend, and to care as
best he could for the spiritual welfare of the stricken
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and bereaved church. To these duties he addressed
himself manfully ; the boy who sung at midnight in
the streets of Edinburgh to help an unknown blind
beggar, now that he was a man, could not be wanting
in sympathy and helpfulness to the widow and or-
phans of one that he had, while living, so esteemed
and revered ; and the wants of the church soon called
into activity those gifts for teaching and preaching
for which he afterwards became so distinguished.

He now began to feel more deeply than ever that
there were thousands as sincere and earnest as him-
self who were yet under the bondage of the system
from which he had been emancipated, and he desired
that they should, like him, enjoy the freedom those
enjoy whom the truth makes free. Under the press-
ure of such thoughts the duties of the school-room
became burdensome. What was the enlightening
of the minds of a few youth, and leading them up the
difficult yet pleasant steeps of literature and science,
compared with the work of rescuing humble, earnest
souls from the spiritual darkness in which they were
groping, and of turning sinners from Satan to God.

At this juncture a pamphlet fell into his hands,
which had been put into circulation by a small congre-
gation in the city of New York, and which had much
to do with deciding the course he should pursue.
The church alluded to was composed mainly of Scotch
Baptists, and held many of the views taught by the
Haldanes, and were, in many respects, far in advance
of the other religious bodies. The pamphlet men-
tioned was published by this congregation in 1820,
and was intended to set forth the views which they
entertained. The publication was quite a remarkable
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one for the times, as it set forth, with admirable sim-
plicity and clearness, the teaching of the Scripture with
regard to the design of baptism, which had been almost
entirely lost sight of, and the practical value of which
even its authors did not seem to realize. The careful
reader will find in it the germs of what was years after-
wards insisted upon by Scott in his plea for baptism for
the remission of sins, and also by Alexander Campbell
in his celebrated Extra on Remission, The same pro-
duction fell into the hands of A. Campbell soon after
it had been read by Scott ; but while both these, and,
stranger still, the very authors of it, recognized the
matters therein set forth as true, they saw them as
the man whom Jesus healed of blindness at first saw
the passers by—men as trees walking. But they saw
they were true, nevertheless, even if they saw them
but dimly. They had heretofore been wholly blind
to them, and it was long before they appeared to their
spiritual vision in all their significance and beauty.

A few extracts from the work will here not be out
of place.

ON BAPTISM.

¢ Tt is not intended, in this article, todiscuss the import
of the term daptism, as that term is well knewn to mean, in
the New Testament, when used literally, nothing else than
fmmersion in water. But the intention is, to ascertain what
this immersion signifies, and what are the uses and purposes
for which it was appointed. This can only be done by ob-
serving what is said concerning it in the Holy Scriptures.

One of the first things that strike our attention in this
inquiry, is, that the Lord Jesus entered upon his ministry
by baptism, as he arose out of the water, that he was firsf
publicly acknowledged as the Som of God. Matt. iii. 15, 17.
This is very remarkable, and should be well remembered.
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¢ The baptism of John is spoken of thus: ¢ John did
baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of re-
pentance, for the remission of sins.’ And of those who
came to his baptism, it is said, they ¢ were all baptized of
him in the river Jordan, confessing thetr sins” Mark
i, 4y §-

#¢John himself seems to connect this baptism with an
escape from the divine wrath ; for ‘when he saw many of
the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said
unto them, O generation ‘of vipers, who hath warned you
to flee from the wrath to come?’ Matt. iil. 7.

¢ The Lord Jesus, discoursing with Nicodemus respect-
ing the nature of his kingdom, and giving him to under-
stand that no Jew would be taken into it in virtue of his
having been born a descendant of Abraham, observed,
that, ¢ except a man be dorn of water, and of the Spirit,
he can not enter into the kingdom of God.” John iii. 5.

¢In the account given by Mark of the gracious message
delivered to the apostles, and to be by them conveyed to
all nations, it would seem, at first view, as if baptism was
connected with salvation ; ‘ He that belicveth and is bap-
#zned shall be saved.” Mark xvi. 16,

¢ To the same effect was baptism spoken of in the dis-
course of the apostle Peter to the Jews on the day of Pen-
tecost. He seems to have viewed it as connected with
the forgiveness of sins. ¢ Repent,’ said he, ‘and be bap-
tized, every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins.’ Acts il. 38.

¢ Paul, relating to the Jews how he had been brought
to confess the Lord Jesus, and speaking of what had occurred
after he went into Damascus, described Ananias as coming
into his lodging, and, among other things, saying to him,
‘And now why tarriest thou? arise and be baptized, and
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’”
Acts xxii. 16,
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“The same apostle, writing to the church at Rome,
and pointing out ‘the efficacy of the doctrine of Christ,
and the powerful motives which that doctrine furmished,
for enabling the believers of it to walk in holiness and
righteousness of life, speaks of baptism in the following
manner: ‘Know ye not that so many of us as were bap-
tized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into his death?
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death ;
that, like as Christ was radsed up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in new-
ness of life. For if we have been planted together in the
likeness of his death, we shall also be in the likeness of
his resurrection ; knowing this, that our old man is cruci-
fied with him, that #h¢ body of sin might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead
is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we
believe that we shall also live with him; knowing that
Christ, being raised from the dead, dieth no more ; death
hath no more dominion over him. For in that he died,
he died unto sin once; but in that he liveth, he liveth
unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead -
indeed unto sin, but alive unto Geod, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.” Rom. vi, 2-r1.

“In the epistle to the churches of Galatia, the apostle,
showing that men become sons of God, not by adhering to
the Jaw of Moses, but by the faith of Christ, drops the
following remarks: ‘For ye are all the children of God
by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have
been baptized into Christ kave put on Christ. There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free,
there is neither male nor female; for ye are all one in
Christ Jesus.” Gal. iil. 26—28.

““ In some of the exhortations addressed to the church
at Ephesus, we observe an allusion to baptism too striking
to be passed over: ¢ Husbands, love your own wives, even
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as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for her;
that he might sanctify her, keving cleansed her with a bath
of water and with the word ; that he might present her to
himself, glorious, a church not having a spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing; but that she might be holy, and with-
out blemish.” Eph. v. 23, 27.

¢ In another part of the epistle to the same church, the
apostle, exhorting them to preserve the unity of the Spirit,’
describes this unity as follows—¢One body and one Spirit
even as ye are called in one Aope of your calling—one Lord,
one farth, ONE BAPTISM, oze God and Father of all, who
is above you all, and through all, and in you all.” Eph.
iv. 4, 6. When we see a place so exalted as this assigned
to baptism, we may infer that baptism is a matter of no
inconsiderable moment.

¢ The same apostle, warning the church at Colosse
against the crafty ways of Judaizing teachers, and assur-
ing them of the perfection of knowledge and of righteous-
ness which they had by Christ Jesus, reminds the brethren
of their baptism imr the following manner—* Being éuried
with him in baptism, in which also ye have been raised with
ham, through the belief of the strong working of God, who
raised him from the dead. For you who were dead on ac-
count of trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh,
he hath made alive together with him, having forgiven us
all trespasses,’ etc. Col. ii. 12, 13.

“In the epistle of Titus, there seems to be an allusion
to baptism, which deserves particular notice. The apostle
desiring Titus to inculcate obedience to magistrates, and
other excellent duties, says, ‘For even we ourselves were
formerly foolish, disobedient, erring, slavishly serving di-
vers inordinate desires and pleasures, living in malice and
envy, hated and hating one another. But when the good-
ness and the philanthropy of God our Savior shone forth,
he saved us, not on account of works of righteousness
which we had done, but according to his own mercy, #rough
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the bath of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy
Ghost, which he poured out on us richly, through Jesus
Christ our Savior.” Titus iii. 3, 6.

¢ One other passage shall be noticed, where baptism is
introduced and spoken of, by the apostle Peter, as the
antitype of the water of the flood, whereby Noah and his
family escaped death. ¢To which water,” saith he, ‘the
antitype baptism (not the putting away the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God),
now saveth us also, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.’
1 Pet. iil. 2I.

¢« From these several passages we may learn how baptism
was viewed in the beginning by those who were qualified
to understand its meaning best. No one who has been in
the habit of considering it merely as an ordinance, can
read these passages with attention, without being surprised
at the wonderful powers, and qualities, and effects, and
uses, which are there apparently ascribed to it. If the
language employed respecting it, in many of the passages,
were to be taken literally, it would import, that remission
of sins s to be obtained by baptism, that an escape from
the wrath to come is effected in baptism ; that men are born
the children of God by baptism ; that salvation is connected
with baptism ; that men wask away their sins by baptism;
that men become dead 2o sin and alive to God, by baptism’;
that the Church of God is saactified and cleansed by bap-
tism ; that men are regemerated by baptism ; and that the
answer of @ good cofiscience is obtained by baptism. All
these things, if all the passages before us were construed
literally, would be ascribed to baptism. And it was a lit-
eral construction of these passages which led professed
Christians, i the early ages, to believe that baptism was
necessary to salvation. Hence arose -#nfzz¢ baptism, and
other customs equally unauthorized. And, from a like lit
eral construction of the words of the Lord Jesus, at the
last supper, arose the awful notion of transubstantiation.
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‘¢ But, however, such men may have erred in fixing a lit-
eral import upon these passages ; still the very circumstance
of their doing so, and the fact that the meaning which
they imputed 75 the literal meaning, all go to show that
baptism was appointed for ends and purposes far more im-
portant than those who think of it only as an ordinance,
yet have seen.

¢¢ Tt is for the churches of God, therefore, to consider well,
whether it does not clearly and forcibly appear from what
is said of baptism in the passages before us, taken each in
its proper connection, that this baptism was appointed as
an institution strikingly significant of several of the most
important things relating tothe kingdom of God ; whether
it was not in baptistn that men professed, by deed, as
they had already done by word, to have the remission of
sins through the death of Jesus Christ, and tohave a firm
persuasion of being raised from the dead through him,
and after his example ; whether it was not in baptism that
they put off the ungodly character and its lusts, and put on the
new life of righteousness in Christ Jesus; whether it was not
in baptism that they professed to have their sins washed away,
through the blood of the Lord and Savior ; whether it was not
in baptism that they professed to be born from above, and
thereby fitted for an entrance into the kingdom of God,
that is, the church of God here on earth ; whether it was
not in baptism, that they professed to be purified and
cleansed from their defilement, and sanctified and separa-
ted to the service of God ; whether it was not in baptism
that they passed, as it were, out of one state into another;
out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God’s
Son ; whether if any were ever known or recognized as
having put on Christ, who had not thus been buried with
him in baptism ; whether, in fact, baptism was not a promi-
nent part of the Christian profession, or, in other words,
that by which, in part, the Christian profession was made;
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and whether this one baptism was not essential to the
keeping of the unity of the Spirit.

¢“And if, on reflection, it should appeéar that these uses
and purposes appertain to the one baptism, then it should
be considered how far any can now be known, or recognized,
or acknowledged as Disciples, as having made the Christian
profession, as having put on Christ, as having passed from

death to life, who have not been baptized as the Disciples
were.”’

After such a clear expression with regard to the
matter in hand, it is difficult to imagine of how little
practical value those views then were. We know of
no more strongly marked instance of theory outrun-
ning practice; the reason, doubtless, is to be found
in the fact that nearly the entire religious world had
lost sight of both primitive teaching and practice in
this matter ; and those whose attention had been
called to those long-neglected truths were not able to
regard them as practical in the face of almost univer-
sal custom to the contrary.

The reading of this tract had much to do with the
subsequent course of Mr. Scott; he thought that a
visit to the people holding the views which it set
forth would add greatly to his Christian knowledge,
and at the same time give him a favorable opportu-
nity for making known the views which he had
adopted, and for the spread of which he had such an
anxious desire. Dismissing, therefore, all thoughts
of personal interest, and considerations of gain, he
abruptly brought his school to a close, and set out
for New VYork, to engage in labors and studies
which he deemed more important, and, therefore, more
congenial. The result of his visit, however, was a
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sad disappointment; he found the practice of the
church far in the rear of what he had been led to ex-
pect from the publication which had led him to seek
a more intimate acquaintance ; nor did there seem to
be any disposition on their part to fall in with his
views, which began to look in the direction of a radi-
cal reform.

He remained there but three months, long enough,
however, to discover that the simple and self-evident
truths of Christianity, which he fondly hoped would
be accepted as soon as made known, were not to
achieve the triumph he had anticipated. His hopes
had seemed reasonable ; he had only the word of God
in all its primitive simplicity to present ; he had in-
vented no new creed, advocated nothing that the
Bible did not sanction ; he had sacrificed as much in
his abandonment of sectarianism as he asked at the
hands of others ; he felt that the happiness of all pro-
fessors of religion would be enhanced by laying aside
every thing that savored of party; that the cause of
Christ would be immensely benefited by the healing
of all unseemly divisions ; and to find such an un-
willingness to enter on a course that promised so
much happiness to man and glory to God filled him
with sorrow and despondency.

In the meantime, his loss was deeply felt in Pitts-
burg ; the patrons of his school found that his place
as a teacher could not be filled, and a vigorous
effort was made to induce him to return. Mr. Rich-
ardson, whose son Robert had been one of Mr.
Scott’s most promising and affectionate pupils, pro-
posed the engagement of Mr. Scott as a private
tutor for his own and a few other families. This
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plan met with warm approval, and a handsome salary
was pledged. Mr. Richardson made the proposal to
Mr. Scott, who was still in New York, and earnestly
urged his acceptance. The interest manifested in
him at a time when suffering under keen disappoint-
ment caused him to regard the offer favorably, al-
though he did not positively accept it. He left New
York, however, and visited Paterson, New Jersey, and
found there a few professors of religion in a disor-
ganized condition, but nothing to encourage him to
labor among them. From thence he proceeded to
Baltimore, and found a small church in a very low
condition, but kept alive by brethren Carman and
Ferguson. Then learning that there was a small
body of worshipers in Washington City, to whom he
might possibly be of some advantage, he says: “1
went thither, and having searched them up I discovered
them to be so sunken in the mire of Calvinism, that
they refused to reform ; and so finding no pleasure in
them I left them. I then went to the Capitol, and,
climbing up to the top of its lofty dome, I sat myself
down, filled with sorrow at the miserable desolation
of the Church of God.”
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CHAPTER III.

Returns to Pittsburg — And resumes teaching— Sketch of Pittsburg
Church—Meets with Alexander Campbell and his father.

N this spirit of dejection he continued his travels

on foot to Pittsburg, a distance of nearly three
hundred miles, and reached there weary and travel-
worn ; but the warmth of his welcome on his arrival
did much toward dispelling the gloom with which his
late disappointments had filled his mind. He made
his home in the family of Mr. Richardson, who was
mainly instrumental in inducing him to return, who
fitted up a room in his own house for the accommo-
dation of the few pupils to which his school was re-
stricted ; and he devoted himself with such zeal and
success io the advancement of his pupils that he
gained a reputation such as no other teacher in that
city had ever enjoyed. His pupils were regarded
in the light of younger companions and friends, and
while he led them in the various pathways of science
and literature, he strove at the same time to mould
their manners and improve their hearts. He pos-
sessed great tact and an almost intuitive perception
of character, which enabled him to adapt himself to
the different dispositions and capabilities of his pu-
pils, and to make study more of a pleasure than a
task. His rules were few and might be summed up
in the words obedience, order, accuracy ; and the re-
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sult in after years was, that some of his pupils ranked
among the finest scholars and most useful men in the
State. Among them were Chief Justice Lowrey and
the emirent author and professor, Dr. Richardson,
who, in his biography of Alexander Campbell, nearly
a half a century after, thus writes of his beloved
teacher and friend:

1 would sometimes invite him to walk out of an even-
ing to my father’s garden in the vicinity of the city; but
his mind could not be divorced, even amid such recrea-
tions, from the high theme which occupied it. Nature, in
all its forms, seemed to speak to him only of its Creator;
and although gentle-and affectionate as he was, he sought
ever to interest himself in the things that interested others,
His mind would constantly revert'to its ruling thought;
and some incident in our ramble, some casual remark in
our conversation, would at once open up the fountain of
religious thought, which seemed to be ever seeking for an
outlet. Thus, for instance, if I would present him with a
rose, while he admired its tints and inhaled its fragrance,
he would ask, in a tone of deep feeling, ‘Do you know,
my dear, why in the Scriptures Christ is called the Rose of
Sharon?’ If the answer was not ready, he would reply
himself: It is because the rose of Sharen has no thorns;’
and would then go on to make a few touching remarks on
the beautiful traits in the character of the Savior. Then,
in the exercise of his powers of accurate perception and
his love of analysis and object-teaching, descanting on the
special characteristics of the flower, and calling attention
to the various elements which, by their assemblage, pro-
duced spch a charming result—the graceful, curving lines
that bounded the petals and the foliage, so much more
beautiful than the straight and parallel edges of the blades
of grass or maize ; the winding veinlets, the delicate shad-
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ings of carmine,-and their contrast with the green foliage;
the graceful attitude assumed by the flower, as, poising
itself upon its stem, armed with thorns, it shone resplen-
dent in queenly beauty; he would pass, by a natural and
easy transition, to dwell yet again upon the infinite power
and glorious perfections of the Creator—theé Lord that
‘was God,’ that ‘was in the beginning with God,” and
without whom nothing was made that was made. Nor
did he neglect, even amidst the daily duties of the school-
room, to lead the minds of his pupils to sinilar contem-
plations, so that they might be induced to “look through
nature up to nature’s God.” The revelations of God in
the Bible, however, formed his chief delight, and, in ac-
cordance with his feelings, he took especial pains to famil-
iarize the students of the ancient tongues with the Greek
of the New Testament, for which purpose he caused them
to commit it largely to memory, so that some of them
could repeat, chapter by chapter, the whole of the four
gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John in the Greek
language. It was also his invariable practice to require
memorized recitations of portions of the ancient classic
authors, as well as written translations of them. These
tasks, irksome to those of feeble memory, and exacted,
perhaps, in some cases, with too much rigor, tended, nev-
ertheless, to improve the pupils in taste and accuracy,
and to store their minds with charming passages for use
n future life.” :

His return to Pittsburg was highly gratifying to
the little flock that had been gathered by the labors
of the lamented Forrester, whose place, in a measure,
they hoped this promising young convert would sup-
ply. The members of this church, in which he was
afterwards to act so distinguished a part, were all
diligent readers and students of the Holy Scriptures ;
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and in their desire tc conform to primitive usages in
every respect pressed, perhaps, too far some matters
which had their origin in the social life of apostolic
times, the spirit of which can be manifested by differ-
ent acts in our own day. They read, for instance, the
apostolic injunction “salute one another with a holy
kiss,” and they carried it out in practice, and in con-
sequence came to be known in the community as the
“Kissing Baptists ;” but while it was true that such
was the practice of the primitive church, they did not
take into account the fact that it was not enjoined on
the church as a custom to be practiced for the first
time, but that it was the usual mode of salutation
among the orientals, and only gave a higher signifi-
cance to an established custom, just as the shaking of
hands now, our common mode of greeting, becomes
more significant when Christians meet and clasp
hands as members of the family of God. The washing
of feet was also practiced by them, not, however, as a
church ordinance, but an act of brotherly kindness and
Christian hospitality. But this, as well as the former
practice, soon fell into disuse, doubtless from the fact,
that to have insisted upon it would have obliged
them, in order to be consistent, to have revived the
use of sandals and the style of dress prevalent in the
primitive age, which Christianity did not originate
and was not designed to perpetuate. But their re-
gard for these unimportant matters by no means ren-
dered them negligent concerning the weightier mat-
ters'of the law: reading and committing to memory
the holy oracles; bringing up their families in the
fear of God ; social and family worship : and all the
sweet charities of a Christian life were cultivated in
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that little church, and in its bosom were found men
and women as pious, devoted, and useful for their
means and opportunities as the world has ever seen.
The Darsies, Erretts, McLarens, and many others,
who have proved such blessings to the world, and
promoters of the cause of Christ in the earth, were
members of that little band, and where the influences
that were set on foot there will end eternity alone
will disclose.

The following incident will show the spirit that
prevailed among them—a spirit noble as it is rare.
One of the members had in some way injured and
deeply wounded the feelings of Mr. Scott and Mrs.
Darsie; and as the aggressor showed no disposition
to repair the wrong he had done, Bro. Scott went to
Mrs. Darsie, and said: “We have now an opportu-
nity of praying the Lord’s prayer; let us go and for-
give him who has trespassed against us;’ and to-
gether they went, and assured him of their free and
full forgiveness of the wrong he had done them, and
in such a kindly spirit did they perform their mission
that the offender burst into tears, confessed his fault,
and a perfect reconciliation was effected.

It was not long after Mr. Scott’s return from New
York, in 1821, that his mind became possessed by
what proved to be the great thought of his life;
namely, that the great central idea of the Christian
religion is the Messiahship; that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of the living God; a proposition around
which, in his esteem, all other truths revolve as plan-
ets around the sun. To prove this he regarded as
the great aim of the evangelists in the four Gospels,
and which certainly was the avowed purpose of John,



THE “GOLDEN ORACLE. 61

for, near the close of his life of Jesus, he says, in ref-
erence to all he had put on record: “ But these are
written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life
through his name.” John xx: 31

In his biblical studies he received great aid from
some valuable theological works, which he found in
the library of his lamented friend Mr. Forrester. The
most noteworthy among these were the following :
Benson on the Epistles ; Macknight's Harmony of
the Gospels ; Knatchbull's Notes ; Haldane's works;
Locke’s Reasonableness of Christianity ; Macknight
on the Epistles; Carson’s works, with those of Ward-
law, Glass, and Sandeman, with many other useful
works on ecclesiastical history and prophecy. His
chief delight, however, as he himself says, was in the
Holy Scriptures, a portion of which he commiitted to
memory daily, and after the labors of the day had
closed in the school-room. Midnight often found
him engaged in the study of the sacred volume; and
he made a solemn vow to God, that if he, for Christ’s
sake, would grant him just and comprehensive views
of his religion he would subordinate all his present
and future attainments to the glory of his Son and
his religion. Seldom-was ever more solemn promise
made ; seldom was one ever better kept than this;
for the theme which then took possession of his
thoughts was ever uppermost, was ever after his chief
delight ; and no one certainly ever devoted a life so
earnestly and persistently to the elaboration and
illustration of a single truth as he did, to what he was
wont in after years to call the “Golden Oracle”—
that Jesus is the Christ.
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The reader, however, must not infer from this that
he paid little regard to other constituent elements ot
Christianity, such as faith, repentance, obedience,
the ordinances, prayer, praise, good works, and all
that pertains to a true and pure life. All these he
regarded as growing out of the great central truth,
and deriving all their importance from the fact of
being enjoined by that most illustrious personage of
whom the eternal Father said: “ This is my beloved
Son ; hear ye him.” He ever regarded the nature
of Christ as above his work ; not divine because he
had power to work miracles; but he wrought those
wonders because he was divine, and of that divinity
they were but the proofs. Had he been but a man,
a prophet—nay, the greatest of the prophets—his
teachings would have been fallible, his example im-
perfect, his death but a martyrdom that would have
no power to cleanse from sin ; all his promises would,
in that event, have been insecure, the final reward
doubtful ; but being divine, his teachings must be in-
fallible, his example perfect, his death a sacrifice, his
promises sure, the reward of the faithful certain ; and
he himself he an object that men might not only obey
and love, but whom it would not be idolatry to adore.

His mind had long been perplexed with the question,
“Is there more than one way of preaching Christ?”
The practice of the day and the different and even
contradictory views set forth from the various pulpits
favored the affirmative; but with the Bible as the
standard, and the apostles as models, he soon settled
down in the conviction that while there might be
many false or imperfect ways, there could be only one
true way of preaching the way of life and salvation,
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and that way, of necessity, must be that pursued by
the apostles in making known to both Jew and Gen-
tile the gospel offer.

His reputation as a teacher, in the meantime, con-
tinued to increase ; his school,.as already intimated,
was select, the number of pupils being restricted to
fifteen; but when he gave public examinations the
proficiency of his pupils and the superiority of his
method of instruction was so apparent, that many of
the principal citizens urged that his school should be
thrown open, that a larger number might receive the
benefit of his instructions; and as soon as this was
done the number ran up te one hundred and forty.
The only difference which took place between his pa-
trons and himself was in regard to the nature and ex-
tent of religious instruction in his school, he being in
favor of the New Testament being read daily, and they,
who were mainly Presbyterians, preferring that the
Westminster Catechism should be taught. Against
this he took a decided stand, and gives as his reason,
that even at that early date of his religious profession
he was thoroughly convinced that in regard to Chris-
tianity it was his duty to teach it, not as found in
creeds and party standards, but just as it was written,
Being unable to agree upon the matter, a compromise
was made ; all catechisms were laid aside, and a chap-
‘ter in the New Testament allowed to be read every
Saturday. For the good of his pupils he determined
to make the most of this, and having, as he says, had
his whole soul aroused, and astonished by the views
of Christ which were unfolded to him during his in-
tense and prayerful study of the- gospels, he deter-
mined that the lessons should be drawn from the four
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evangelists ; that Christ should be the theme of each
Saturday’s lesson ; and that the great point might be
kept before the minds of his pupils during the week
he wrote with chalk, in large letters, over the door of.
his academy, in the inside, the words “Jesus is the
Christ.”

It was in Pittsburg, while thus engaged, in the win-
ter of 1821—22, that he first met Alexander Campbell,
with whom his own history and efforts in the future
were to be so intimately blended. Mr, Campbell,
who was nearly ten years his senior, had been well
educated, and, like himself, intended for the Presby-
terian ministry ; but being of an original turn of
mind, a bold and independent thinker, he found, at an
early age, that he could not be limited by the narrow
bounds of a party creed, but desired to explore for
himself the ocean of revealed truth. He did not
commit the common yet fatal mistake of rejecting
the Bible on account of the divisions and contradic-
tions existing between the various religious sects and
parties: these, he perceived, did not have their origin
in the Word of God, but rather resulted from a neg-
lect or departure from it ; and though he had uncon-
sciously imbibed many errors in egrly life, when teo
young to question and discriminate, he dismissed
them one by one without a sigh and scarcely a strug-
gle when he found them without foundation in the
Word ¢f God. For that Word he had always cher-
ished the deepest reverence, and when in early man-
hood he was in imminent peril by shipwreck he
made a solemn promise to God that if delivered from
the threatened peril he would devote his life to the
work of preaching the gospel. It was at once a sur-
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prise and a pleasure to those two men, on meeting,
to find that they occupied common ground, when
each had heretofore regarded himself as almost alone
in his views of the Christian religion and of the rem-
edy for the divisions and party strifes by which the
religious world was agitated. ‘That remedy was the
abandonment of all creeds, confessions of faith, and
party standards, and a return to the Word of God as
the only rule of faith and practice. Peace and unity,
they knew, had prevailed as long as that Word was re-
garded as the only safe rule and guide; and though it
had been widely departed from, still they did not
doubt that a return o it would result in blessings
untold to the church and the world.

But the reader must here be reminded that though
they had found the right path, they had by no means
explored it; they had discovered what was a sure and
safe test of religious truth, but, save in a few in-
stances, they had not applied it ; they were like mar-
iners with perfect confidence in the chart on which
their course was marked out, but as yet had not seen
all the rich islands which gemmed the bosom of the
deep, over which they must sail before the safe, quiet
harbor of their hopes was gained. They were reform-
ers, but reformers only in embryo or promise—re-
formers like Luther, when he first found, opened, and
read the Bible ; like Wesley, in his little prayer-meet-
ing at Oxford—reformers with their work before
them, with its extent and importance but imperfectly
realized ; but the work was still to be done.

In regard to this meeting with Mr. Campbell, Mr.
Scott says : “ When my acquaintance with him began,
our age and feelings alike rendered us susceptible of
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a mutual attachment, and that was formed, I trust,
on the best of principles. If the regard which we
cherished for each other was exalted by any thing
purely incidental, that thing was an ardent desire in
the bosom of both to reform the Christian profession,
which to each of us appeared in a state of the most
miserable destitution.” Both of them had at one
time been highly Calvinistic in belief; and while
they saw and deplored the distracted condition of
religious affairs, it seemed as if all efforts toward an
improvement would prove unavailing ; but when they
- were freed from the incubus of a party theology, they
felt that the Word of God, so far from producing the
state of things which had caused them such sorrow,
really-condemned them and contained in itself all the
elements necessary to a cure. Mr. Scott’s meeting
with Alexander Campbell naturally opened the way
to an acquaintance with his father, Thomas Camp-
bell, between whom and his gifted son there existed
the most perfect sympathy of feeling in their relig-
ious views and efforts.

At that time there were few, if any, better educated
ministers in America than the elder Campbell ; and
he was not less remarkable for his perfect courtesy of
manner and well developed Christian character, than
for his natural ability and literary culture ; and look-
ing at the trio, Thomas Campbell, Alexander Camp-
bell, and Walter Scott, as we .now can in the light of
their finished lives and work, it may be said truthfully
that they were not surpassed in genius, eloquence,
talent, learning, energy, devotion to the truth, and
purity of life, by any three men of the age in which
they lived.
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The esteem which Mr. Scott and Thomas Campbell
soon learned to entertain for each other was after-
wards strengthened by much personal intercourse
and united labor in presenting to the world the views
which they held in common, and to the spread of
which they contributed so much, so that their natural
affection and regard seemed like that of father and
son. In regard to this intimacy, the elder Campbell
wrote thus to Scott many years after: “I think I
should know you, and that you also should know me.
We have participated in the most confidential inti-
macy, and I know of nothing that should abate it.
Our mutual esteem and unfeigned attachment to'each
other have been to me precious items of comfort and
satisfaction, the privation of which would inflict a
serious wound, more especially because it is so inti-
mately connected, I had almost said identified, with
my feelings in relation to the promotion of the inter-
ests of the Redeemer’s kingdom within the limits of
our mutual co-operation.”

Alexander Campbell, nearly twenty years after they
first met, thus writes to Scott : “ We were associated
-in the days of weakness, infancy, and imbecility, and
tried in the vale of adversity, while as yet there was:
but a handful. My father, yourself, and myself were
the only three spirits that could (and providentially
we were the only persons thrown together that were
capable of forming any general or comprehensive
views of things spiritual and ecclesiastical) co-operate
in a great work or enterprise. The Lord greatly
blessed -our very imperfect -and feeble beginnings ;
and this is one reason worth a million that we ought
always to cherish the kindest feelings, esteem, admir»
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ation, love.” This feeling was fully reciprocated on
the part of Scott.

And now, having brought together these three men
of such great and varied talents, animated by a pur-
pose at once great and good, the reader can not fail to
discern the hand of Providence in the matter; and
now that the instrumentalities are prepared and
brought together, it will not surprise us to see the
work to which, in the providence of God, they were
called, spread and prosper.
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CHAPTER IV.

Conversion of Samuel Church—Marriage—Extracts from his essays in the
Christian Baptist—Need of the Ancient Gospel perceived.

URING the lifetime of Mr. Forrester, the position

of Mr. Scott in the church was that of a pupil ; hav-
ing been brought into it by the labors of his friend, he
had ever looked up to him with an affection and respect
that almost might be termed veneration, and, though
having a wider range of thought and a much higher
degree of cultivation, he felt all the meekness and hu-
mility of a child at the feet of its teacher. But when
that teacher and guide was so unexpectedly removed,
he was placed in a new relation to the little commu-
nity for which his departed friend had labored so long
and faithfully. He became now a teacher where he
had lately been a pupil ; but being thus thrown on
his own resources his natural diffidence soon gave
place to self-reliance, and his remarkable abilities
developed rapidly. He not only strengthened the
church by his admirable method of teaching the
Scriptures, but he also increased its numbers by con-
vincing and persuading others to obey the truth,
Prominent among his early converts was Samuel
Church, whose labors were afterwards made such a
blessing to multitudes, and whose memory is so pre-
cious still. His early training was among the Cove-
nanters, but he afterwards became a member of an
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Independent church, of which Mr. John Tassey was the
pastor. He was a close student, however, of the Bi-
ble, and its truths made a much deeper impression on
his mind and heart than the peculiarities of his
church; and at a very early age he was one of the
most active workers in one of the first Sabbath-
schools of the city. Having made the acquaintance
of Mr. Scott, he soon became deeply interested in the
then novel views which he advocated. These views,
he was not slow to perceive, had a resemblance to his
Bible readings, and a closer examination satisfied him
that they were identical ; for he found that Mr. Scott
was able to do what he himself found impossible—
namely; to express his views in the very language of
the Holy Scriptures. The conflict was not as for-
merly between the views of the Covenanters and In-
dependents, the comparative merits of differing creeds,
but between a human theory supported by texts of
Scripture often sadly misapplied, and the uniform and
consistent teaching of the Word of the living God.
He soon discovered that Infant Baptism was not only
inferential, but that tlie inference was wholly unwar-
ranted, and that the mode of baptism, as then prac-
ticed, was wholly unlike the teaching of the New Tes-
tament upon that subject. In a word, the whole gos-
pel plan had now a plainness, beauty, and simplicity
which the theology under which he had been brought
up had, in a great measure, obscured, and he felt that
the pearl of truth for which he had long been dili-
_ gently seeking was found at last. He accordingly
made a public profession of his faith in the Lord
Jesus, and was immersed by Mr. Scott. He was at
that time about twenty-three years of age, extremely
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engaging in his appearance and pleasing in his man-
ners. In his heart the good seed found a rich and
genial soil, and brought forth in his subsequent life
an abundant harvest. His education was limited, but
his mind was enriched by various and careful read-
ing, so that he was able to express his thoughts with
great force and clearness ; he was, moreover, endowed
with rare wisdom and common sense, and a kinder
heart never beat in human breast. His knowledge
of the Bible, by long and close study, became remark-
able, indeed wonderful ; he was a diligent student of it
from his early youth, and at the age of forty he had
read the New Testament through one hundred and
fifty times, and the Old Testament half that number,
By this means he made the thoughts of the sacred
writers his own, could quote accurately from any por-
tion of the sacred record, and had such an admirable
knowledge of its scope and the relation of its various
parts that Alexander Campbell, in the height of his
power and success as a defender of the Christian re-
ligion dgainst attacks from all quarters, said that he
would rather trust Samuel Church in'the discussion
of any subject that could be settled by the common
version of the Bible than any other man within his
knowledge. He always carried with him a small copy
of the Bible, that he might read it whenever or wher-
ever an opportunity occurred—in the intervals of busi-
ness, on his travels, or, where he was often found, by the
bedside of the sick and the dying.

One or two instances of his love for the Bible may
be mentioned. One evening he went to prayer-meet-
ing, but in consequence of a severe storm no one but
himself was there ; but he spent more than the allotted
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time in reading the entire gospel by Luke. Indeed,
the writer has never known any one who devoted so
much of his life to the reading and study of the Word of
God as did this good man ; it was near and dear to
his heart all his life, and he asked, when dying, that
it should be placed beneath his pillow.

Another congregation was established in Allegheny
City, over which Mr. Church presided for nearly thirty
years, with such success that it soon outnumbered
the church in Pittsburg, and became one of the most
noted and influential churches in the movement called
the Reformation. A very warm attachment sprung
up between Mr. Scott and his amiable and earnest
young convert, which grew and increased until death
severed them for a season.

On the 3d of January, 1823, Mr. Scott was united
in marriage with Miss Sarah Whitsett, at that time a
member of the religious body known as Covenanters;
she afterwards united with the church then under
the care of her husband, to whom she proved to be a
faithful and affectionate helper, who shared without
murmuring the toils and. privations incident to such
a life as his labors and sacrifices made it necessary to
lead. “He was at this time about 26 years of age,
about the medium height, slender and rather spare in
person, and possessed of little muscular strength.
His aspect was abstracted, meditative, and sometimes
had even an air of sadness, Ilis nose was straight, his
lips rather full, but delicately chiseled ; his eyes dark
and lustrous ; full of intelligence and tenderness ; and
his hair, clustering above his fine ample forehead, was
black as the raven’s wing.” Such, doubtless, he ap-
peared then to his favorite pupil, to whom we are in-
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debted for the above description. But it must be
remembered that the teacher is often an object of
reverence and awe to the pupil, and this may have
rendered the picture less attractive than it would have
been if drawn by another hand. The writer knew him
well in after years, subject, at times, it is true, to
hours of depression, but in the main, genial and even
mirthful ; abounding in anecdotesand brilliant flashes
of wit and repartee, and especially delighting in, and
delightful to, the young. His entrance into a room
full of young people, instead of checking or clouding
their mirth, served only to increase it; and was like
the letting in of additional sunshine.

It was in this year that his friend A. Campbell pro-
jected his first publication, which afterwards became so
famous ; but before issuing the work he consulted Mr.
Scott in regard to it. He intended to name his paper
“The Christian;” but Mr, Scott suggested that it might
disarm prejudice and secure a wider circulation were
he to call it “The Christian Baptist,” especially as it
was expected to circulate mainly among the Baptists,
among whom the elements of reform had for some
time beerl slowly and silently spreading. Mr. Scott’s
suggestion met his approval, and the periodical, which
produced the greatest revolution in religious thought
in this century, was issued in August, 1823, under
the name of “The Christian Baptist.”

From the time of his first meeting with Mr. Scott,
Mr. Campbell had felt that he had met with no ordi-
nary man, and having discovered, he was not slow to
acknowledge, his ability, and urged him to set forth his
views through the medium of the new periodical to
which he had given a name. In accordance with this
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invitation he prepared an article for the first number,
with the caption, “A Divinely Authorized Plan of
Teaching the Christian Religion.” Mr. Campbell
himself had an article headed the “ Christian Relig-
ion;"” and his father contributed an essay on the
“Primary Intention of the Gospel.”

The publication of this paper marked a new era in
religious literature ; the novelty of the views, the ex-
traordinary ability with which they were set forth, the
reforms for which they called, and, above all, their evi-
dent truth, created an interest and an inquiry such as
has seldom been equaled.

Mr. Scott continued his Essays on the theme above
mentioned through four numbers of “The Christian
Baptist,” and in them he says or suggests all that is
needed on that subject. They are, in a word, exhaust-
ive, embodying, as they do, the earnest and prayerful
reflections of years ; and in vigor of style and felicity
of expression they will not suffer by comparison with
the finest productions of the present day.

A few extracts from these Essays will bring before
the mind of the reader the needs of those times, and

_ justify all we have said concerning them:

““Were a vision vouchsafed us for the single purpose of
revealing one uniform and universal plan of teaching the
Christian religion, would not every Christian admire the
goodness of God in determining a matter on which scarce
two calling themselves Christian teachers now agree?
Would not every teacher feel himself bound in duty to
abandon his own plan and to adopt the plan of God; to
study it, te teach it, and, in short, to maintain its superi-
ority and authority against all other schemes, how plausi-
ble soever in their configuration, how apparently suitable
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soever in their application? The writer. has not been
favored with any vision on this matter; moreover, as he
deems it unnecessary, he of course does mot expect any ;
and surely, if his plan be authorized by the example of
God himself; by the Lord Jesus Christ; by the Holy
Spirit, in his method of presenting the truth to all men
in the Scriptures; if the apostles taught the truth on’ this
plan; and if missionaries in teaching idolaters feel them-
selves forced to the adoption of it, then there is no need
of angel or vision. ' Times out of number we are told in
Scripture that the grand saving truth is, that ¢ Jesus is the
Christ.” This is the bond of union among Christians—
the essence—the spirit of all revelation. Al the Scriptures
testify and confirm this simple truth, that ‘he that be-
lieveth that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God.” 1
John 5: 2. For he who believeth it sets to his seal that
God is true. Suchaone, John says, loveth God, and Christ,
and the brethren; keepeth his commands, and is purified
from all his sins, and overcometh the world, and shall be
saved. Christ declared, when departing into heaven, that
he that believeth not shall be damned. The grand trutl,
then, being that ‘Jesus is the Christ,” let us attend to
those Scriptures which are written for the express purpose
of establishing this proposition. These are the writings
of the four evangelists, which at once show us in what man-
ner God would have us to learn this truth ; in what manner
the Lord Jesus taught it; how the Holy Spirit has been
pleased to present it to mankind ; how the apostles wrote
of it, and, of course, taught it to the world. This is the
beginning of the plan authorized of heaven, and every
teacher of the Christian religion should commence by un-
folding to his hearers the matter of the four evangelists.
‘ These things,” says John, “are written that ye might be-
lieve that Jesus is the Christ ; and that believing, ye might
have life through his name.’
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¢ Now, what definition soever the Holy Scripture has
given of one evangelist, that is the definition of them all,
for each of them contains a history of that marvelous evi-
dence by which Jesus proved that he was the Christ: by
which his pretensions to the Messiahship were so amply
confirmed among the“Jews. The perfection of Christian
intelligence is a knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, and no
Christian is intelligent but as he knows the Scriptures.
The desideratum, then, is a plan for teaching them to the
people. By commencing with the four evangelists, and
abiding by them until they are relished and understood,
we learn, chief of all things, that Jesus is the Christ; and
while the number, magnitude, variety, sublimity, and be-
nignity of his miracles delight, astonish, and instruct us,
they, at the same time, carry irresistible conviction to the
heart, purge it, elevate it, and fix our faith in the mighty
power of God. By and by, as we become familiarized to
the miraculous evidence, we become reconciled and even
strongly attached to it, losing all suspicion of its reality,
and, of course, of the reality of our holy religion ; because
we come to perceive that these things were not done in a
corner, but in public, and under the inspection of men
who were both able and forward to decide upon their truth
and certainty ; men who, in point of intellect, reason, and
character, might have vied with the choicest of our mod-
ern skeptics ; men, in short, whose abilities to detect were
equaled only by their readiness to pervert.

¢ In the writings of the evangelists we behold that power
which created man and all things exerting itself with all
possible unaffected pomp and majesty ; tempering, untir
ing, and clothing itself with all goodness and philanthropy ;
and so entirely at the will of the Holy One, that it ac-
companies those who accompany him. It sparkles, it
flashes, it shines, it heals, it renovates, it creates, it con-
trols, it rests, it leaps, it flies, it kindly raises up the bowed
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down, or hushes into silence the swelling and reluctant
storm; it flies forth with the breath of his mouth ; it op-
erates at the tuft of his mantle, at the tip of his finger, or
at the distance of a hundred leagues ; now it is in the air
with a voice like thunder; it shakes open the nodding
tombs, or it rends the crashing mountains around ferusa-
lem ; always marvelous, it is always harmless, and mostly
benevolent. True, there is nothing conciliating ; apart
from goodness, we always choose tc inspect it at a distance;
but if joined with malevolence we fly from it with horror
and affright. Power is formidable and even terrifying in
the tiger, because in him it is a mere instrument of cruelty;
but the same power becomes amiable in the horse, because
all the thunder of his neck, all the glory of his nostrils, the
strength of his limbs, and the fierceness of his attitude, are
continually held in check by that beautiful docility which
so eminently characterizes this noble animal, and by which
his very will is identified with that of his rider. In the
evangelists we behold the everlasting, the unexpended
power itself, revealed in the form of a servant, and with
more than a servant’s humility, the strength of the Lion
of the tribe of Judah, and the harmlessness of the Lamb
dwelling together in the same one.”

¢« The ultimate design of these papers on Christianity is
to exhibit a plan of preaching Christ to mankind, having
for its authority the example of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, together with that of the apostles and
others, who in the beginning were commissioned to prom-
ulgate the new doctrine. The design, indeed, may at first
sight seem as adventurous as it is novel ; but what of that?
Christian pastors are not to be startled at the apparent pre-
sumption or novelty of my attempt. Their principal con-
cern must be about the reality of what I propose. Is there
one way, and only one, of preaching Christ to sinners,
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and is that one way supported by the above authorities ?
I answer in the affirmative, there is but one authorized way
of making Christ known to men, in order that they may
believe and be saved ; and now it is my business to show,
by Scripture, that this is the case. The reader will remem-
ber that it has been shown, in a former paper, that Jesus
having died for sin and arisen again to introduce the hope
of immortality, the great fact to be believed, in order to be
saved, is that he is the Son of God ; and this being a mat-
ter-of-fact question, the belief of it as necessarily depends
upon the evidence by which it is accompanied as the be-
lief of any other fact depends upon its particular evidence,
No one thinks of accrediting a mere assertion. Our

lessed Savior scrupled not to tell those among whom he
alleged his divine authority, that if he alone said ‘he was
the Messiah,” his testimony was not to be regarded, and
then reminded them of the testimony given by John the
Baptist, whom they held to be a prophet ; the testimony
of the Father, too, and of the Holy Spirit, and of the
Scriptures ; and we shall see by and by that to preach the
gospel is just to propose this glorious truth to sinnets, and
support it by its proper evidence. We shall see that the
heavens and the apostles proposed nothing more in order
to convert men from the error of their ways and to reduce
them to the love and obedience of Christ.

“] am not ignorant that there are thousands who sup-
pose that there is something else far more necessary than
this. Theyare ready to say that every body believes Jesus
to be the Son of God, and to have been put to death for
sin. To this it may be proper t6 reply, that not a single
soul who attends the popular preachers has ever been con-
vinced of this fact, that ¢Jesus is the Savior,” by its proper
evidence. Clergymen do not preach the gospel with its
proper evidences. They proceed in their annual round of
sermonizing on this capital mistake: that the audience have
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believed Jesus to be the Savior ; so that their very best ha-
rangues, generally denominated gospel sermons, seldom de-
serve a better name than rants about the everlasting fire
that shall consume the despisers of the offered salvation.
But every body who has read the New Testament must have
observed that the Scriptures never propose the rewards and
punishments which are appended to the belief and rejec-
tion of the gospel as a proof of its truth; and every one
who knows how the apostles preached the gospel: must
know also that they never did so; that they never produced
the sanctions of everlasting burning in order to secure the
faith and obedience of their hearers. If, indeed, their
hearers were sometimes refractory, and would even dare to
despise the gospelwhen set before them with its proper
evidences, the gifts, the miracles, and the prophecies, then,
indeed, the apostles made known the terrors of the Lord,
not the terrors of the law. Then, indeed, they made it
known that the Lord should be revealed from heaven to
take vengeance by fire on them that obeyed not God—. .,
believed not the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ ; but this
was not to prove that Jesus had been put to death for sin,
and was the Son of God, but only to warn those who
might be disposed to despise or neglect that splendid evi-
dence of gifts, miracles, etc., which proved their gospel to
be true, which proved Jesus to bave been crucified for
sin, and to be the Son of God. In short, the apostles
proceeded thus: they first proposed the truth to be be-
lieved ; and, secondly, they produced the evidences neces-
sary to warrant belief; and, thirdly, if any seemed to de-
spise the gospel, or resist the Holy Spirit—. e., the evidence
afforded by the Holy Spirit in gifts, miracles, and prophecy—
then they warned these despisers of the consequences, and
thus freed themselves from the blood of all men.”

Such essays as these, from which we have quoted,
and the powerful articles from the pen of the editor
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in each number, soon created a profound sensation.
In many of the communities in which “The Chris-
tian Baptist” circulated the foundations of religious
belief were carefully and earnestly re-examined ; and
the result was that many of its readers, to whom re-
ligion, as popularly taught, was a mysterious and
altogether unintelligible affair, now saw in it, as set
forth in the Scriptures, a beautiful harmony and sim-
plicity, and began to spread among their neighbors
the light which they had received; and being of ne-
cessity placed on the defensive, they were obliged to
maintain by an appeal to Scripture the views they
had espoused. In some instances entire churches
with their pastors were led to lay aside their creeds
and much of their theology and to accept the Word
of God as their only guide. The publication of this
remarkable sheet continued for seven years with in-
creased interest and a largely augmented list of sub-
scribers, and only ceased to give place to a larger and
more widely-circulated monthly called “ The Millennial
Harbinger.” * During the existence of ““ The Christian
Baptist” Mr. Scott was a frequent contributor to its
pages, and his numerous articles under the signature
of “Philip” gained him a reputation scarcely inferior
to that of the editor—A. Campbell himself,

Up to this time nearly all the efforts made by these
advocates of reform were confined to the correcting
of evils and abuses in the church, and comparatively
little was done for the conversion of sinners; and the
result, of course, was, that while many were led to
adopt the views set forth with zeal and vigor, there
was but little growth in the churches as far as num-
bers were concerned. They had not, as yet, clearly
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perceived the distinction between the original order
of the church and the original gospel, and were so
occupied with an attempt to reform the church and
unite the various conflicting parties, that they did not
at first perceive that there was an equal necessity for
urging the original plea, as made by the apostles in
their addresses to the world. The reformation thus
far was ecclesiastical, but the aggressive element of
the gospel was wanting ; the few that united with
them from the world had, as it were, to take the king-
dom of heaven by violence; but the necessity of going
before the world with the gospel message of entreaty
and invitation soon became apparent to the mind of
Scott, who, as we shortly shall see, soon began to
realize what was needed in this respect, and began to
invite and compel men to come to the gospel feast.
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CHAPTER V.

Removal to Steubenville—Visits the Mahoning Baptist Assceiation~—Mr.
Scott chosen as Evangelist—His field of labor—Religious expe-
riences—The three brothers.

R. SCOTT remained in Pittsburg teaching his
academy and instructing the church until
sometime in 1826, when he removed to Steubenville,
Ohio. It was in the summer of this year also that
he made his first appearance at the Mahoning Bap-
tist Association, within the bounds of which he after-
wards became so famous. The association met on
the 25th of August. Mr. Scott was not a member
of this body, but is mentioned in the Minutes simply
as a teaching brother, but was by courtesy invited to
partake in its deliberations; and probably from the
fct of his being a stranger was, by a similar act of
courtesy, invited to preach on Sunday, at 10 o'clock
A. M., the hour usually occupied by the best talent.
His sermon, based on the 11th chapter of Matthew,
was a powerful one and made a deep impression, A,
S. Hayden, then quite a youth, was present, and saw
and heard Scott for the first time. He says that his
fancy, imagination, eloquence, neatness, and finish as
a preacher and a man attracted his attention, and
fixed him forever on his memory. Alexander Camp-
bell, whose reputation was already great, was present,
and many who had been attracted to the meeting by
his fame supposed that they were hearing him while
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listening to Scott, and when he closed left the place
under that impression. The Association met the
next year, 1827, at New Lisbon, Columbiana County,
Ohio. Alexander Campbell had been appointed by
the church of which he was a member, at Wells-
burgh, Va, to attend as its messenger, and on his
way he stopped at Steubenville and invited Mr. Scott
to go with him. He was somewhat disinclined to do
s0, as he was not a member of the body, or of any
church represented in it; but being urged, he went.
This seemingly unimportant event proved to be one
of the most important steps of his life, as the sequel
will show; and as it is doubtful whether there is in
existence a single printed copy of the Minutes of that
meeting, the entire proceedings are presented below,
which form a very important and valuable portion of
the history of the times:

MINUTES OF THE MaHONING BAPTIST AssocraTion.

Convened at New Lisbon, Ohio, August 23, 1827.

1. Assembled at 1 o'clock P. M. for public worship,

when Bro. A. Bentley discoursed from John xviii: 37.

2. Read the letters from the following churches, and
took an account of their numbers:
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3. Bro. Jacob Osborn was chosen Moderator, and Bro.
John Rudolph, Jr., Clerk.
4. The following teaching brethren being present were
invited to a seat in the council: Walter Scott, Samuel
Holmes, William West, and Sidney Rigdon.
5. Brethren A, Campbell, D. Gaskill, and A. Bentley
were appointed a committee to arrange business for to-

morrow.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, ¢ o’clock.

Bro. -Sidney Rigdon delivered a discourse in the evening
on John, 8th chapter.
6. Met pursuant to adjournment ; opened by praise and

prayer.

7. Voted to take up the request from the Braceville
church, which is as follows: ‘¢ We wish that this Associa-
tion may take into serious consideration the peculiar situa-
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tion of the churches of this Association; and if it could
be a possible thing for an evangelical preacher to be em-
ployed to travel and teach among the churches, wé think
that a blessing would follow.”

8. Voted that a person be appointed for the above
purpose.

9. Invited Bros. J. Merrill, J. Secrest, and Joseph Gas-
ton to a seat with us.

1o0. Voted that all the teachers of Christianity present
be a committee to nominate a person to travel and labor
among the churches, and to suggest a plan for the support
of the person so appointed.

11. That Bro. A. Campbell write the corresponding
leiter for this year.

1z. That a collection of 6.91 be paid over to Bro. A.
Campbell, for the printing and distribution of the Minutes
of the Association.

13. That Bro. William West be continued Correspond-
ing Secretary, and Bro. John Rudolph Recording Secre-
tary, and Bro. Joab Gaskel Treasurer.

14. That our next Association be held at Warren, Trum-
bull County, Ohio, on Friday preceding the last Lord’s
day in August; public worship to commence at 1 o'clock
P. M.

15. That a circular letter be written on the subject of
itinerant preaching for the next Association by Bro. A.
Campbell.

16. That Bro. A. Campbell deliver the introductory dis-
course for next year, and in case of failure Bro. Jacob
Osborne.

1. The committee to which was referred the nomina-
tion of a person to labor among the churches, and to rec-
ommend a plan for his support, reported as follows: “1st,
That Bro. Walter Scott is a suitable person for the task,
and that he is willing, provided the Association concur



86 LIFE OF ELDER WALTER SCOTT.,

in his appointment, to devote his whole energies to the
work. 2d. That voluntary and liberal contributions be
recommended to the churches for creating a fund for his
support. 3d. That at the discretion of Bro. Scott, as far as
respects time and place, four quarterly meetings for public
worship and edification, be held in the bounds of this Asso-
ciation this year, and that at all those meetings such contri-
butions as have been made in the churches in those vicin-
ities be passed over to Bro. Scott, and an account of the
same to be produced at the next Association; also that at
any time and in any church, when and where Bro. Scott
may be laboring, any contributions made to him shall be
accounted for to the next Association.”’

18. Voted that the above report, in all its items, be
adopted. Bro. Secrest delivered a discourse in the evening
from John’s testimony, 3d chapter. Met on Lord’s day, at
sunrise in the Baptist meeting-house, for prayer and praise,
and continued till 8 o’clock. Met again in the Presbyterian
meeting-house, Lisbon, where, after public worship, Bro.
Jacob Osborne delivered a discourse on Hebrews, 1st chap.
He was followed by Bro. A. Campbell, who delivered a
discourse on Good Works, predicated upon the last para-
graph of the Sermon on the Mount and the conclusion of
Matthew, 25th chapter. A collection of g11.75 was then
lifted for the purposes specified in the report of the Com-
mittee. After a recess of a few minutes and the immer-
sion of some disciples in the creek, the brethren met at
the Baptist meeting-house and broke bread, after which
they dispersed, much comforted and edified by the exer-
cises of the day.

Jacos Oseorw, Moderator.
Joun RuporpH, JuN., Clerk.
JorN Ruboreg,

Clerk for the Association.
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In regard to the proceedings of the Association, as
given above, it will be observed that Mr. Scott was
again invited to a seat. This might have been ex-
pected ; but is it not very remarkable that when a com-
mittee was appointed composed of preachers who were
members of the Association, and also of those who
were not, to choose an evangelist to travel among the
churches, that one should be selected who was not a
member of the body, and who neither agreed in his
religious views with many of those who selected him
for so important a task, nor took any pains to conceal
this difference? Nor could the choice have been
made on the ground of peculiar fitness in consequence
of great success in the evangelical field, or greatness
of reputation; it was not a matter of necessity—a
choice of a giant from among pigmies. Bentley was
known and esteemed throughout the entire Associa-
tion ; Campbell’s great and admirable talents were well
known and acknowledged ; Rigdon had the reputa-
tion of an orator; Jacob Osbom gave high promise
of future usefulness ; Secrest and Gaston were popu-
lar and successful evangelists ; and yet by the voices
of all these, and others of less note, Walter Scott was
ynanimously chosen for the'most important work that
the Association had ever taken in hand.

He proved to be, however, as we shall see, the man
of all others for the place and the work—a work which
neither he nor they who called him to it had the re-
motest idea that it would result, as it did, in the disso-
lution of the Association and the casting away of
creeds and the unexampled spread of clearer and
purer view of the gospel—nay, a return to it in its
primitive beauty and simplicity.
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Having now before us the man and his work, this
seems a fitting place to introduce a notice of the
field in which he was providentially calied to labor—
namely, the bounds of the Mahoning Association.
This body was formed at Nelson, Portage County,
Ohio, on the 3oth of August, 1820, and was composed
of some ten Baptist churches. Its belief was set
forth in ten articles of faith, in which a belief in the
Trinity, eternal and personal election to holiness,
total depravity, particular redemption, and the irre-
sistible power of the Holy Spirit in conversion was
insisted on. Each church in the body had its own
articles of faith, some of them equaling in number
those of the Association, others with as many as
eighteen or nineteen articles, and still others with but
eight or nine. In several of these church creeds,
which all affirmed the doctrine of the Association,
there were to be found additional articles; as, for in-
stance, the following: “ We believe in the laying on
of hands on baptized believers to be an apostolic
practice, and as such we observe it;” and some, in
addition to the articles common to all the rest, had
one which read thus: “In short, we receive a book
called the Baptist Confession of Faith, adopted by the
Philadelphia Association, Sept. 25th, 1742, as gener-
ally expressive of our views of the great doctrines of

revealed religion.” One church says of the same
Confession of Faith: “We agree to adopt it;” and

another, after enumerating various points of doctrine,
concludes by saying: “For further particulars we
refer to the Baptist Confession of Faith.”

The number of churches in the Association at first
was ten, which was afterwards increased to about
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double that number, seventeen appearing on the list at
the meeting at New Lisbon in 1827, These churches
were mainly in that portion of Eastern Ohio lying
adjacent to Pennsylvania and between the Ohio River
and Lake Erie, called the Western Reserve, which
was mainly peopled by settlers from the New England
States. One of the churches was in Virginia—that
of Wellsburgh.

The name of Adamson Bentley, who was the lead-
ing man in the Association, appears in the Minutes
of every meeting from its formation to its close; that
of Alexander Campbell does not appear until 1825,
Walter Scott’s name appears in the Minutes for 1826
and 1827 simply as a teaching brother. Although
there were within the bounds of the Association
some pious and devoted men, such as Bentley, Os-
borne, the Haydens, and others ; still, in consequence
of their creeds, by which they were cramped and
confined, and the chilling influence of the ultra Cal-
vinistic views then prevalent, religion was at an ex-
tremely low ebb. The monthly meetings had become
cold and formal gatherings, the reading of church
constitution, covenant, and articles of faith—for some
had all these—had, in a measure, usurped the place
of reading the Scriptures, of prayer and praise.
There was but little growth in true piety, little enjoy-
ment, and but few conversions. At the Association
in 1827 fifteen churches reported only thirty-four bap-
tisms, and of these eleven were at Wellsburgh, from
which church A. Campbell was the delegate. The
report of the previous year was still worse, only
eighteen baptisms within the bounds of seventeen
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churches, while the exclusions and deaths for the
same period were twenty-three.

In 1825 seventeen churches reported but sixteen
baptisms. The greatest number reported in any one
year was one hundred and three, from ten churches,
of which fifty~six, or more than one-half of the entire
number, was at Warren, under the labors of Elder
A. Bentley, whose love for dying men made him
often overstep the narrow limits of his creed.

Great stress was in those days placed upon what
was called a religious experience—more reliance, in-
deed, upon the feelings and mental exercises of the
penitent than upon a change of conduct and obedience
to the plain teachings of the Word of God ; indeed, it
was by no means uncommon to hear the Word of God
spoken of as powerless and inefficient; but any un-
usual agitation of the feelings was regarded as the
direct influence of the Holy Spirit upon the sinner’s
heart. Dreams and visions of a grand or gloomy
nature were thought to indicate the anger or favor
of God, and to persons of warm and lively imagina-
tions these were seldom wanting; and those who
could relate the most wonderful stories in regard to
the soul’s enjoyments or conflicts were regarded as
favorites of heaven, while' the equally earnest and sin-
cere, yet more sober-minded, were thought to be in a
far less hopeful condition.

Were we to regard as true many of the religious
experiences of those times we should have frequently
to admit the appearance of Christ to earnest seekers,
speaking to them words of comfort and blessing, as
when he was here in the flesh, or be horrified by
their encounters and conflicts with the Prince of
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Darkness, which, however, generally ended in his de-
feat and flight. Much of this, doubtless, is to be at-
tributed to the fact that John Bunyan was more read
by a certain class than John the Evangelist, and was
by many Baptists regarded as a kind of patron saint ;
and the nearer their experiences resembled those of
the “ Wonderful Dreamer” the safer did they feel,
and the sounder were they in the faith.

A few of the visions and experiences of the famous
author of the “Pilgrim’s Progress” will show where
the type of much of the supernatural in the religion
of these times is to be found. Once he dreamed he
saw the face of the heavens, as it were, all on fire, the
firmament crackling and shivering as with the noise
of mighty thunders, and an archangel flew in the
midst of heaven sounding a trumpet, and a glorigus
throne was seated in the east, whereon sat one in
brightness like the morning-star; upon which he,
thinking it was the end of the world, fell upon his
knees, and, with uplifted hands toward heaven, cried:
« O Lord God, have mercy upon me! what shall I do?
the day of judgment is come, and I am not prepared i
when immediately he heard a voice behind him ex-
ceeding loud, saying, “Repent!” and upon this he
awoke, and found it but a dream. At another time
he dreamed that he was in a pleasant place, jovial
and rioting, banqueting and feasting his senses, when
immediately a mighty earthquake rent the earth, and
made a wide gap, out of which came bloody flames,
and the figures of men tossed up in globes of fire,
and falling down again with horrible cries, shrieks,
and execrations, while some devils that were with
them laughed aloud at their torment; and while he
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stood trembling at this sight, he thought the earth
sunk under him, and a circle of flame inclosed him ;
but when he fancied he was just at the point to per-
ish, one in white shining raiment descended and
plucked him out of that dreadful place, while devils
cried after him to leave him with them to take the
just punishment his sins had deserved, yet he escaped
the danger, and leaped for joy, when he awoke and
found it but a dream. Again, when playing ball on
the Sabbath, a voice suddenly came from heaven into
his soul, which said, “ Wilt thou leave thy sins and
.£0 to heaven, or have thy sins and go to hell?”
Greatly amazed, he says: “I looked up to heaven
and was as if I had with the eyes of my understand-
ing seen the Lord Jesus looking down upon me, as
being very hotly displeased with me, and as if he
did severely threaten me with some grievous punish-
ment for my ungodly practices.”

At one time he would regard himself as having
committed a similar sin to that of Peter when he de-
nied his Lord, and at another time his sin was no less
than that of Judas. He saw Christ on the cross, and
his soul was in an agony of sorrow and love at the
sight. He met Satan both as a roaring lion and an
angel of light, but sent him howling away or eluded
the snares he had set for his soul. These and a
thousand other kindred instances had much to do
with shaping the religious sentiment of the days of
which we write, and those who were not under the
influence of them, to a greater or less degree, were
fewer far than those who were. Men éven of educa-
tion and more than ordinary natural ability were
known, after seeking the path to God by reading the
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record he had given to men, to ask in prayer a sign
or token of their acceptance; and many, feeling that
God had denied to them what he seemed to have
granted so lavishly to others, gave up the search in
hopeless despair. One of the most common and at
the same time one of the most hopeful experiences
was a conviction of sin so deep and pungent that the
penitent was willing to suffer the pains of eternal
death for the glory of God. It was comparatively
easy for the sinner to believe and say that he de-
served eternal damnation, but only the grace of God,
it was thought, was able to render him willing that
such a fate should be his, that God might be glorified.

As illustrative of these times we might mention
the case of three brothers, two of whom still survive.
They were all religiously disposed, and all brought
up under the severe Calvinistic teaching then so
commeon among the Baptists. One of them for years
was desirous of the favor of God, but for years sought
it in vain, and was consoled by being told that he
must wait for God's good time and way ; all the time
of his waiting the difficulty was not on his part; he
was willing and anxious to be saved, but, according to
the doctrine, the Lord was not. It was a long season
of doubt, of darkness, and only after years had passed
was he able, after a long struggle and earnest prayer,
to draw some comfort from the words of Scripture:
“As thy days, so shall thy strength be.” The other
brother seemed signally favored ; he saw signs in the
heavens and heard voices which he could not doubt
were celestial ; at one time he saw a coffin passing
through the air, and heard at the same time a voice
of solemn warning. An unusually violent thunder-
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storm he deemed was sent as a special warning; and
while his elder brother could scarcely, after years of
seeking, find a ground of hope, he had many and
wonderful proofs of the interest felt in his salvation,
in the sights and sounds to which we have referred.
The other brother was a calm, meditative man;
heaven did not seem averse to his desires, as in the
case of one of his brothers, nor was he favored with
the sights and sounds which alarmed or assured the
other. He carefully read the Scriptures and thought
upon the mercies of God : this awoke gratitude in his
heart, and he felt that the goodness of God should
lead him to repentance, and by such motives was led
to dedicate himself to the service of God. The won-
derful experience, however, was generally regarded as
the best, and sights that were never seen and voices
that were never heard, which had no existence save
in the imagination of the individual, were stronger
proofs of the divine favor than a life and walk in ac-
cordance with the Word of God.

The preachers taught human inability, and the
people generally gave full illustrations of their belief
of the doctrine. “ Wait and not work” seemed to be
the favorite motto, and thousands under this delusion
waited, alas, too long. There was, however, a vague
impression that something was wrong, and a desire
to find out that wrong and its remedy; and it was
this feeling, doubtless, which led to the desire to
have an evangelist in the field, which resulted in the
unexpected selection of Walter Scott for the work,
for which his success proved him to be eminently
qualified.
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CHAPTER VI.

Favorable omens—Articles of Faith of the New Lisbon church—Scot
begins his work—Preaches at New Lisbon—The Gospel offer ac-
cepted—Baptism for the remission of sins restored.

N view of the state of things set forth in the pre-

ceding chapter, the field of labor for the newly-
chosen evangelist was rather an unpromising one;
but it must be remembered that he himself had for
years been perplexed by the doctrinal difficulties
prevailing among the people to whom he was sent,
and therefore the better prepared to show the evils
of a partisan theology, and to point out a more ex-
cellent way. Here and there, however, in the various
churches of the Association, were to be found indi-
viduals dissatisfied with the popular orthodoxy of the
times, who needed only a leader in order to throw oft
the yoke of human creeds and to unite upon the one
foundation on which the followers: of Christ first
stood. These were mainly the readers of the “ Chris-
tian Baptist,” by whose bold and startling articles a
spirit of deep and earnest inquiry had been aroused.
They were, though few in number, the thinkers, the
earnest and honest-hearted of the various commu-
nities in which they were found, and their views, like
leaven, were slowly and silently making their way.
Indications of this appeared as early as the year
1823. In that year the church at Hubbard sent to
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the Association the following question: “Is it the
opinion of this Association that any church has the
privilege, according to Scripture, of holding com-
munion without an ordained elder, or to administer
other gospel ordinances?” This was answered in
the negative. In the same year the following was
submitted by the Nelson church: “Is it an apostolic
practice for churches to have confessions of faith,
constitutions, or any thing of the like nature, except
the Scriptures?” This was a blow aimed at the
practice of every church in the Association. To
answer the question in the affirmative would have
made it necessary to prove what did not admit of
proof; to have given a negative answer would have
condemned what was universally practiced. Action
upon it was, therefore, postponed until the next
year, and even then it was deemed most politic to
pass it by in silence. In 1824 the Nelson church
had two more questions to propose for the consider-
ation of the Association. They were: 1. “ Will this
Association hold in its connection a church which
acknowledges no other rule of faith and practice than
the Scriptures?” 2. “In what manner were mem-
bers received into the churches that were set in order
by the apostles ?” Plain as these questions were, it
was deemed best to postpone the answers until the
next year, at which time the following replies were
made. To the first: “Yes; on satisfactory evidence
that they walk according to this rule.” To the sec-
ond: “Those who believed and were baptized were
added to the church.” These answers were condem-
natory of the almost universal practice of the Baptist
Churches at that time, as they did not recognize any
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church unless it had articles of faith corresponding to
their own ; and such was the universal demand for an
“experience,” that persons who had been baptized on
a simple profession of faith in the ILord Jesus were
denied membership with them.

In the same year, from the New Lisbon church
came the query: “Is it scriptural to license a brother
to administer the Word and not the ordinances?”’ to
which the answer was: “ We have no such custom
taught in the Scriptures.” Also the following from
the Nelson church: “ Can Associations, in their pres-
ent modifications, find their model in the New Testa-
ment?” to which the answer was: “Not exactly.”

In 1825 the Youngstown church sent up to the
Association the following : “ Was the practice of the
primitive church an exact pattern to succeeding ages;
and is every practice to be receded from which was
not the practice of the primitive saints in their pe-
culiar circumstances?” The reply was: “It is the
duty and privilege of every Christian church to aim
at an exact conformity to the example of the churches
set in order by the apostles, and to endeavor to imi-
tate them in all things imitable by them.”

From the occurrences just related it will be per-
ceived that light was increasing, and the questions
from the Nelson church especially indicate that there
were within it the elements of reform ; and that those
who held the sentiments set forth in the queries no-
ticed were desirous of throwing off the creed which
they regarded as a yoke of bondage. But of all the
churches in the Association, that at Hiram, Portage
County, had taken the most advanced ground. This
congregation at one time had its church covenant,
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church articles, church constitution, and in addis
tion to these held to the Philadelphia Confession of
Faith ; and it was not unusual to have all the three
former read at a single church meeting. Of this
dreary repetition tne church clerk grew weary, and
thought that the time could be better employed in
reading the Scriptures. In this view several others
shared ; the matter was canvassed in nearly every
family, and at length, at their monthly meeting, in
August, 1824, it was proposed to renounce all—cov-
enant, articles, constitution, and the Philadelphia
Confession-—and take the Word of God as the only
rule of faith and practice. A few objected, on the
ground that without their articles and church cove-
nant they would be like a barrel without hoops, with
nothing to keep them together, as without them
they could neither receive nor exclude members.
Two recent occurrences, however, favored those who
advocated the rejection of the offensive documents in
a practical way. A short time before, two members
had been received without the laying on of hands
after baptism, which had previously been regarded
by some as much a gospel ordinance as baptism or
the Lord’s Supper ; this was done in consequence of
their minister, Rufus Freeman, refusing to lay hands
on the converts, as he did not regard it as epjoined
by the Scriptures ; and so the articles of faith which
made it necessary had the effect of making trouble
instead of keeping it away. A refractory member
had also been brought up for trial, but as the offense
was one not specified in the church articles, and she
beyond all question guilty and yet unwilling to con-
fess her fault, she was excluded on scriptural ground.
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An aged German brother, highly esteemed for his
godly life, but who had never spoken in a church
meeting before, arose, and after alluding to the above
case, said: “ Brethren, that trial was conducted with-
out the use of the church articles; we have found
that we can exclude disorderly members without
them ; if the Bible is a good rule by which to exclude
evil-doers, it ought to be a good rule for right-doers to
live by. I think we can do without the articles.”

The longer the discussion continued the stronger
grew the party which stood up for the Bible alone,
and when the motion was put that all their church
rules and standards save the Bible alone should be
renounced, all save three voted in its favor., One of
the three, a lady, rose and said she had not voted on
the motion from the fact that she had never accepted
the documents which had been rejected, and for that
reason could not renounce them ; another gave a sim-
ilar reason, leaving only one in the opposition. But
this was a rare case in those days; most of the
churches stood by the creed, articles, and covenant,
and their opposers were generally regarded as troub-
lers of Israel. '

As the articles of faith so often referred to ex-
pressed the views entertained at that time, and were
given up with reluctance after a severe struggle, those
held by the church at New Lisbon are given below, as
generally expressive of the sentiments of the churches
in the Mahoning Association :

ArTicLEs oF FarTH held by the Baptist church at New

Lisbon. Constituted May 31, 1806:

ArTICLE 1. We believe in one God, the Creator of all
the worlds, the only living and true God; a being of in-
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finite perfections, whose essence can not be comprehended
by any but himself; a most pure Spirit, invisible, without
body, parts, or passions, who only hath immortality, dwell-
ing in the light which no man can approach unto, who-is
infinite in all his perfections, and most holy in and of
himself.

II. We believe that in this being of infinite perfections
there are three subsistences or persons, the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, of one substance, power, and eternity ;
each having the whole divine essence, yet the essence or
nature undivided. The Father is of none neither begotten
nor proceeding. The Son is eternally begotten of the
Father. The Holy Spirit proceeding from the Father and
Son, all infinite and without beginning, therefore but one
God, who is not to be divided in nature and being, but
distinguished by several particular relative properties and
personal relations ; which doctrine of the Trinity is the
foundation of all our communion with God and comfort-
able dependence on him.

IIT. We believe the Old and New Testaments to be the
Word of God, and the only infallible rule of faith and
practice in religious things. -

IV. We believe in the eternal and particular election of
men and angels to eternal glory.

V. We believe man to be a fallen creature and in a fallen
state, and in his present state he is not able in and of him-
self to recover himself to a state of happiness.

VI. We believe in a particular redemption of a definite
number of persons to eternal life by the death of Christ.

VII. We believe in a free justification by the righteous-
ness of Christ imputed, and efficacious grace in regenera-
tion, and the final perseverance of the saints in grace to
the end.

VIII. We believe in the resurrection of the dead, both
of the righteous and ungodly, and the general judgment
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to come, and that the saints shall forever enjoy the glory
of heaven, and that the unrighteous shall be sent to eternal
misery to remain forever without hope or deliverance.

IX. We believe that baptism is an ordinance of the
New Testament, and that believers are the only subjects of
it, and that this ordinance ought to be administered by
dipping the body all over in water.

X. We believe that laying on of the hands (on baptized
believers as such) is an ordinance of the gospel.

XI. We believe that the Lord’s Supper is an ordinance
of the gospel church.

Some of the churches had more and some fewer
articles than the above, but these will serve as a fair
specimen of what all the Baptist churches in that
region regarded as a necessity; and their fate was
one which finally overtook them all.

When the principles of the Reformation had been
imbibed by some members of that congregation ; at
one of their monthly meetings, after the reading of
the articles, one of the brethren asked that the third
article be read again, which was done; it reads as
follows : “We believe the Old and New Testaments
to be the Word of God, and the only infallible rule
of faith and practice in religious things.” He then
asked : “Brethren, do we believe that article?” “Cer-
tainly, most certainly,” was the reply from several
“ What, then,” he continued, “is the use of the rest
if the article just read be true, and the Word of God
is the only infallible rule of faith and practice?”
Another brother who saw the point, rose and moved
that the articles of faith be abandoned; some, how-
ever, insisted that time for reflection was needed, and
were in favor of delaying the vote until the next
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monthly meeting. The next meeting came, but the
articles were not read as usual, nor was the matter
called up then or ever after.

From this somewhat long but necessary digression
it will be seen that, while there were many things
calculated to discourage the most sanguine, there
were at the same time some hopeful indications ; the
light was dawning, which soon brightened into a
glorious day.

But to return to the newly-appointed evangelist.
No one, perhaps, was as much surprised at his ap-
pointment as himself. He was at that time engaged
in teaching an academy, and was making an arrange-
ment to publish a new paper, to be called “The Mil-
lennial Herald;” he was preaching also for a small
congregation in Steubenville ; and wife and children
demanded his care; but the call to the new field of
labor so unexpected and providential he regarded as
imperative, and dropping the bitterest tears he ever
shed over his infant household, and abandoning all
his other employments and projects, he threw him-
self heart and soul into the work before him.

And now we come to the most eventful period in
the life of Walter Scott. He had studied the Word
of God long, earnestly, faithfully, and prayerfully, He
had drunk into its spirit, and had become so fully
convinced of the weakness and inefficiency of modern
systems, so sick of sectarian bigotry and party strife,
that he resolved to try the bold and novel experi-
ment of preaching the gospel according to the New

* Testament model, as set forth in the labors of the
holy men to whom Jesus had given the message of
salvation to be heralded to a perishing world. He
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made his first efforts beyond the bounds of the As-
sociation, and though a nobler purpose was never
formed, the very novelty of his course almost created,
in his own mind, a doubt of its propriety; and the
gréat issue at stake, and anxiety as to the result
created at times misgivings and fears. To his hearers
his preaching was like the proclamation of a new
religion ; so different did it seem from the orthodoxy
of the day, that they regarded the preacher as an
amiable, but deluded, enthusiast, and he excited
wonder, pity, and even scorn. His efforts, however,
were not wholly fruitless ; with every discourse his
own convictions became stronger, and he felt assured
that he had found the true path; and instead of
yielding to discouragement under what seemed to be
failures, he said to himself, this way is of God, and
ought to succeed, and with his help it shall ; and his
courage and zeal rose with the difficuities he encoun-
tered until his labors were crowned with success.
The scene of his first practical and, successful ex-
hibition of the gospel, as preached in primitive times,
was at New Lisbon, Columb ana County, Ohio, the
place at which he was appointed as traveling evange-
list a few months before. The Baptist Church at that
place had become acquainted with him at the As-
sociation, and received with pleasure an appointment
from him for a series of discourses on the ancient
gospel ; and the citizens were glad to have a visit
from the eloquent stranger. On the first Sunday
after his arrival every seat in the meeting-house was
filled at an early hour; soon every foot of standing
room was occupied, and the doorway blocked up by
an eager throng ; and, inspired by the interest which
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prevailed, the preacher began. His theme was the
confession of Peter, Matt. xvi: 16: “Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God,” and the promise
which grew out of it, that he should have intrusted

to him the keys of the kingdom of heaven. The
declaration of Peter was a theme upon which he had
thought for years; it was a fact which he regarded
the four gospels as written to establish; to which
type and prophecy had pointed in all the ages gone
by ; which.the Eternal Father had announced from
heaven when Jesus came up from the waters of Jor-
dan and the Spirit descended and abode upon him,
and which was repeated again amid the awful gran-
deur and solemnity of the transfiguration scene. He
then proceeded to show that the foundation truth of
Christianity was the divine nature of the Lord Jesus—
the central truth around which all others revolved,
and from which they derived their efficacy and im-
portance~—and that the belief of it was calculated to
produce such love in the heart of him who believed
it as would lead him to true obedience to the object
of his faith and love. To show how that faith and
love were to be manifested, he quoted the language
of the great commission, and called attention to the
fact that Jesus had taught his apostles “that repent-
ance and remission of sins should be preached in his
name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”
He then led his hearers to Jerusalem on the memora-
ble Pentecost, and bade them listen to an authorita-
tive announcement of the law of Christ, now to be
made known for the first time, by the same Peter to
whom Christ had promised to give the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, which he represented as meaning -
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the conditions upon which the guilty might find par-
don at the hands of the risen, ascended, and glorified
Son of God, and enter his kingdom.,

After arapid yet graphic review of Peter’s discourse,
he pointed out its effect on those that heard him, and
bade them mark the inquiry which a deep conviction
of the truth they had heard forced from the lips of
the heart-pierced multitudes, who, in their agony at
the discovery that they had put to death the Son of
God, their own long-expected Messiah, “cried out,
Men and brethren, what shall we do?” and then, with
flashing eye and impassioned manner, as if he fully
realized that he was but re-echoing the words of
one who spake as the Spirit gave him utterance,
he gave the reply, “Repent, and be baptized, every
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remis-
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.”  He then, with great force and power, made
his application ; he insisted that the conditions were
unchanged, that the Word of God meant what it said,
and that to receive and obey it was to obey God and
to imitate the example of those who, under the preach-
ing of the apostles, gladly accepted the gospel mes-
sage. His discourse was long, but his hearers marked
not the flight of time; the Baptists forgot, in admi-
ration of its scriptural beauty and simplicity, that it
was contrary to much in their. own teaching and prac-
tice ; some of them who had been, in a measure, en-
lightened before, rejoiced in the truth the moment
they perceived it; and to others, who had long been
perplexed by the difficulties and contradictions of the
discordant views of the day, it was like light to weary
travelers long benighted and lost.
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The man of all others, however, in that community
who would most have delighted in and gladly ac-
cepted those views, so old and yet so new, was not
there, although almost in hearing of the preacher,

who, with such eloquence and power, was setting
forth the primitive gospel. This was Wm, Amend,
a pious, God-fearing man, a member of the Presby-
terian Church, and regarded by his neighbors as an
“JIsraelite indeed.” He had for some time enter-
tained the same views as those Mr. Scott was then
preaching in that place for the first time, but was not
aware that any one agreed with him. He was under
the impression that all the churches—his own among
the number—had departed from the plain teachings
of the Word of God. He had discovered, some time
before, that infant baptism was not taught in the
Bible, and, consequently, that he was not a baptized
man ; the mode of baptism seemed also to him to
have been changed, and he sought his pastor, and
asked to be immersed. He endeavored to convince
him that he was wrong, but finding that he could not
be turned from his purpose, he proposed to immerse
him privately, lest others of his flock might be un-
settled in their minds by his doing so, and closed by
saying that baptism was not essential to salvation.
Mr. Amend regarded every thing that Christ had or-
dained as being essential, and replied that he should
not immerse him at all; that he would wait until he
found a man who believed the gospel, and who could,
without any scruple, administer the ordinance as he
conceived it to be taught in the New Testament.

He was invited a aay or two before to hear Mr. Scott,
but knowing nothing of his views, he supposed that



THE GOSPEL OFFER ACCEPTED. 107

he preached much as others did, but agreed to go and
hear him. It was near the close of the services when
he reached the Baptist church and joined the crowd
at the door, who were unable to get into the house.
The first sentence he heard aroused and excited him ;
it sounded like that gospel which he had read with
such interest at home, but never had heard from the
pulpit before. He now felt a great anxiety to see the
man who was speaking so much like the oracles of
God, and pressed through the throng into the house.
Mr. Dibble, the clerk of the church, saw him enter,
and knowing that he had been seeking and longing to
find 2 man who would preach as the Word of God
read, thought within himself, “ Had Mr. Amend been
here during all this discourse I feel sure he would
have found what he has so long sought in vain, I
wish the preacher would repeat what he said before
he came in.” Greatly to his surprise the preacher
did give a briet review of the various points
of his discourse, insisting that the Word of God
meant what it said, and urging his hearers to trust
that Word implicitly. He rehearsed again the Jeru-
salem scene, called attention to the earnest, anxious
cry of the multitude, and the comforting reply of the
apostle, ¢ Repent, and be baptized, every one of you,
in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” He
invited any one present who believed with all his
heart, to yield to the terms proposed in the words of
the apostle, and show by a willing obedience his trust
in the Lord of life and glory. Mr. Amend pressed
his way through the crowd to the preacher and made
known his purpose ; made a public declaration of his
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belief in the Lord Jesus Christ and his willingness to
obey him, and, on the same day, in a beautiful, clear
stream which flows on the southern border of the
town, in the presence of a great multitude, he was
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis-
sion of sins.

This event, which forms an era in the religious his-
tory of the times, took place on the 18th of Novem-
ber, 1827, and Mr. Amend was, beyond all question,
the first person in modern times who received the
ordinance of baptism in perfect accordance with
apostolic teaching and usage.
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CHAPTER VIIL

Great excitement—Mr. Amend's letter—Assailed by preachers—Wesley's
experience—Testimony of the church standards,

HE baptism of Mr. Amend occasioned no small
stir in the community. No one had ever seen
any thing in all respects like it, and yet it seemed to
correspond so perfectly with the teachings and prac-
tice of the apostles that few could fail to see the re-
semblance. Mr. Scott continued his labors during
the following week, and many others who had been
unable to accept the popular teaching of the day had
their attention arrested by a gospel which they could
understand, and with the conditions of which they
could comply, and the result was, that by the next
Lord’s day fifteen others followed the example of Mr.
Amend by publicly confessing their faith in Jesus as
the Son of God and. being immersed.

Of course, much opposition was aroused. One
man went so far as to threaten to shoot Mr. Scott if
he should baptize his mother, who had sought bap-
tism at his hands ; but threats and scoffs only served
to increase the zeal of the preacher ; and it was found,
moreover, that all the converts were able to give such
reasons for the course they had taken, that no one
that admitted the Bible to be true could gainsay.
Another very happy result was, that nearly the whole
community began to search the Scriptures, many in
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the spirit of the Bereans, to see whether these things
were so; others with no higher object than to find
objections to the new doctrine, and many of these
were forced to the conclusion that if it were false the
Bible could not be true, as the chief feature of the
new doctrine was that the preacher could tell every
honest inquirer his duty in the very language of Holy
Writ.

It was a most fortunate circumstance, too, that
the first one to come out in favor of the new teach-
ing was a man of undoubted integrity, and of
more than ordinary intelligence and remarkable for
his scriptural knowledge, which was far beyond that
of most men in his condition of life. He had not
hastily adopted the views of the preacher as soon as
presented, but, on the contrary, he had reached the
same conclusions before hearing him, from a careful
study of the Word of God ; and he knew not until he
heard Mr. Scott that there was another man on earth
who held views similar to his own. Indeed, he could
not strictly be called a convert to the views of Mr,
Scott ; he had long held them, and was prepared for
immediate obedience to the law of Christ as soon as
the opportunity was given. With this humble, God-
fearing man there is now connected an interest that
is historic; he was the first to afford an example of
strict conformity to the design of an ordinance of the
church of Jesus, which had so long been lost sight
of as to become almost meaningless. In him we see
that ordinance restored to the place designed for it
by its divine Author—restored, we can not doubt,
beyond the possibility of ever being perverted or for-
gotten again.
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Some years after this event, Mr. Scott was called
upon to give the circumstances which attended this
restoration of the ordinance of baptism to its primi-
tive place; with rare wisdom he called upon Mr.
Amend to relate the circumstances which led to his
baptism. He introduces Mr. Amend’s letter with
the following remarks :

¢ Dear Sir: The republication of the gospel in the
style and terms of the apostles was attended with so extraor-
dinary an excitement as to cause us to forget and some-
times overlook matters and things, which, on common oc-
casions, would have been accounted very singular.

¢ It was thought, sir, it might minister to your pleasure
to read a letter from a person who first obeyed the faith as
now preached in the Reformation. It is inserted here ac-
cordingly. After vexations not to be mentioned, it was
resolved to make a draft upon the audience, that it might
be known why the preacher spoke and wherefore they came
to hear. Accordingly, bursting away from prejudices and
feelings almost as strong as death, and thinking of nothing
but the restoration of the gospel, it was proposed to ascer-
tain immediately who would obey God and who would not.
The confusion of all, the preacher not excepted, was in-
describable. A person whom I had seen come into the
meeting-house about fifteen minutes before the end of the
discourse came forward. This, as often as I thought of it,
had always appeared to me wholly unaccountable, for it
was most certain the man could not have been converted
to Christianity by any thing which he heard during the
few minutes he was predent. His letter explains the mat-
ter, and will enable you, sir, to judge whether this whole
business, as well on the side of the hearer as on the side
of the preacher, is not resolvable into the good providence
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of our Heavenly Father, to whom be the glory through
Jesus Christ:

¢ BELOVED Bro. Scorr: I received your letter of the
21st, and was happy to hear you were well; myself and
family are in good health at present, our youngest child
excepted. I should be very happy to see you. You re-
quest me to write the time of my baptism, my feelings, and
the causes why I accepted the invitation. In order to
show these things aright, I must go back 4 piece. I was
at that time a member of that strait sect called Presbyte-
rians ; taught many curious things, as election, fore-ordina-
tion, etc.; that belief in these matters was necessary ; that
this faith resulted from some secret impulse; and worse,
that I could not believe ; and finally, that I must hope and
pray that God would have mercy upon me! In this wil-
derness I became wearied, turned about and came home to
the Book of God ; took it up as if it had dropped down
from heaven, and read it for myself just one year.

¢ This inquiry led me to see that God so loved the
world as to give his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieved on him might not perish but have eternal life. I
then inquired how I must believe. Paul said faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God ; also that
faith was the substance of things hoped for—the evidence
of things not seen. Peter spoke of election, saying, Save
yourselves. Paulsaid I must be dead to sin and buried, and
raised with Christ Jesus to newness of life, The Savior said
I must be born again if I would enter the kingdom of God.

< Now, here it was I discovered myself to stand in the
garden of nature and not in the kingdom of heaven, but I
learned that of this kingdom Peter received the keys, and
I was anxious to see what he would do with them. Jesus
said proclaim the gospel to all the nations; he that believ-
eth and is baptized shall be saved, etc. I then moved a
little forward till I found these words: ¢‘Now when they
heard this they were pricked to the heart, and said to
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Peter and to the other apostles, Men and brethren, what
shall we do? Peter said, Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins,’’ etc. To this scripture I often resorted; I saw
how Peter had opened the kingdom, and the door into
it, but, to my great disappointment, I saw no man to intro-
duce me, though I prayed much and often for it.

«“Now, my brother, I will answer your questions. I
was baptized on the 18th of Nov., 1827, and I will relate
to you a circumstance which occurred a few days before
that date. I had read the 2d of the Acts when I expressed
myself to my wife as follows: ¢“Oh, this is the gospel—this
is the thing we wish—the remission of our sins! Ob, that
I could hear the gospel in these same words—as Peter
preached it! I hope I shall some day hear it; and the
first man I meet who will preach the gospel thus, with him
will T go.”” So, my brother, on the day you saw me come
into the meeting-house, my heart was open to receive the
Word of God, and when you cried, ¢ The Scriptures no
longer shall be a sealed book. God means what he says.
Is there any man present who will take God at his word,
and be baptized for remission of sins?’’—at that moment
my feelings were such that I could have cried out, * Glory
to God! I have found the man whom I have long sought
for.”” So I entered the kingdom where I readily laid hold
of the hope set before me.

¢« Let us, then, dear brother, strive so to live as to ob-
tain an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom
of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming—there to join with
the heavenly throng in a'song of praise to God and to the
T.amb forever and ever. Amen.

¢ I remain yours, etc, WiLLiam AMEND. "’

It may interest the reader to know that Mr. Amend
is still living at Hiawatha, Kansas, at the age of nearly
fourscore ; his mind is still clear and vigorous, and he
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can read ordinary print without the aid of glasses.
He has never for 2 moment swerved from the faith he
professed somte forty-five years ago, and in patience
and hope he is waiting the Master’s call.

Mr. Scott, after the events narrated above, paid a
visit to several points on the Western Reserve, and
in three weeks again returned to New Lisbon. He
found the interest awakened by his first visit undi-
minished, and seven more were added to the number
already baptized. His labors were now in great de-
mand, calls from various quarters poured in upon him,
and night and day found him engaged, wherever op-
portunity afforded, in the Master’s work. He soon
visited New Lisbon again, and over thirty more joyful
and willing converts were made. The members of the
Baptist Church received the Word gladly, and almost
to a man accepted the truth waich he presented with
such force and clearness, and resolved that thence-
forth the Word of God should be their only rule and
guide. In this visit Elder Scott was accompanied
by Joseph Gaston, a minister of the Christian con-
nection, who had heartily embraced the truth, and
who by his tender and pathetic exhortations greatly
aided in promoting the success of the gospel.

The excitement consequent upon the great relig-
ious changes in New Lisbon soon spread through the
county, and Scott and Gaston were urged to visit
East Fairfield, a village some eight miles distant,
The community was composed mainly of Quakers
and Bible Christians, many of whom accepted the
gospel as presented by the new preachers, and the re-
sult was, that after a meeting of three or four days a
large congregation, including several of the most in-
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fluential people in that locality, was established upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets.
Returning to New Lisbon, Elder Scott found the
truth to be advancing, but as of old, also, some con-
tradicting and almost blaspheming ; the ordinance of
baptism was ridiculed ; opprobious names were given
to those who accepted the new doctrine, which was
stigmatized as heresy, a Water Salvation, as worse than
Romanism—the opposers, in their zeal, forgetting
that faith, repentance, and a new life were as much
insisted on by the Reformers as those who differed
from them in other respects. Chief in the opposition
were the Methodist and Presbyterian ministers who,
during his absence at Fairfield, assailed both Scott
and his teaching from their respective pulpits. Of
this he was informed, and on the first evening after
his return a large audience gathered to hear him.
Just as he was beginning his discourse the two min-
isters came in, and as soon as they were seated Scott
said: “There are two gentlemen in the house who,
~in my absence, made a man of straw and called it
Scott ; this they bitterly assailed ; now if they have
any thing to say the veritable Scott is here, and the
opportunity is now theirs to make good what they
have said elsewhere. Let us lay our views before the
people and they shall decide who is right; for my
part, I am willing at any time to exchange two errors
for one truth. Come out, gentlemen, like men, and
let us discuss the matters at issue.” His reverend
assailants showing no signs of accepting his invita-
tion, he called them by name, and, addressing some
young persons on the front seat, said : “ Boys, make
room there. Now, gentlemen, come forward.” The
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ministers, however, felt that the man and his teach
ings could be more safely assailed in his absence than
in his presence ; they therefore rose, and arm in arm
left the house, leaving behind them the impression
that they felt unable to make good their charges of
heresy and false doctrine.

A report was also set on foot derogatery to the
moral standing of Mr. Scott. This attack on his
character called forth much sympathy in his behalf,
A number of the citizens undertook the investiga-
tion of the matter, which resulted in covering his
revilers with shame, and adding to his already great
influence in the community. A handsome purse was
also made up and presented to him by those who-
were indignant at the base and unfounded charges
which had been made against him.

Not long after, another Methodist minister an-
nounced that he would review and expose the new
doctrine. A large audience assembled to hear him,
and among them Scott himself. The preacher ad-
dressed himself to his task in an unlovely spirit; in-
troducing the services by reading the hymn :

“ Jesus, great Shepherd of the Sheeps
To thee for help we fly ;

Thy little flock in safety keep,
For oh! the Wolf is nigh;”

emphasizing the last line in such a way as to leave
no doubt as to who was the. F#0/f that he had in nis
eye. He assailed Mr. Scott and his teachings in
terms neither chaste nor select, grossly misrepresent-
ing both the man and his doctrine. When he closed,
Mr. Scott begged the liberty of correcting some of
the statements which had been made, and did so in a
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manner so kind and gentlemanly that the audience
were as deeply impressed with the Christian spirit he
exhibited as they had been disgusted with the coarse-
ness and rudeness of his assailant, to whom they
thought the epithet wolf belonged more properly,
than to him it was intended to apply.

Such were some of the circumstances which at-
tended the restoration of the ordinance of baptism to
its proper place in the gospel scheme ; and it is some-
what difficult in this day to realize how it could have
caused such excitement and aroused such bitter op-
position. The ordinance, beyond all doubt, had a de-
sign, and the setting forth that design in the language
of Scripture, and making practical that which was
misunderstood and useless before, constituted the
great peculiarity of Mr. Scott’s teaching upon this
subject. " In connecting it with the remission of sins,
no thought of its possessing any merit or cleansing
power entered into his mind. Christ was the Savior,
and in him all saving power was centered, and bap-
tism was but one of the conditions necessary to the
enjoyment of the salvation which his death had made
possible. On the part of the sinner believing on the
Lord Jesus with all his heart, feeling his sinfulness
and need of pardon, baptism was the open and public
avowal of his state of mind and heart, and an accept-
ance of the offer made in the gospel to those who
truly believe and heartily repent ; and on the part of
Christ it was a solemn assurance that his submission
was accepted ; that his past sins were forgiven ; that
he was received into the divine favor and adopted into
the family of God.

Mr.- Scott’s opposers regarded him as substituting
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baptism for faith in the Lord Jesus, and a change of
heart ; while he ever taught that faith in Christ and
a changed heart brought the believing penitent to
baptism as a solemn act of obedience, which proved
the sincerity of his faith, and the reality of the change
in his heart and affections. He regarded it as the
instrument by which Christ gave assurance of pardon
to those who by obedience entered into covenant
with him ; the act by which the transition was made
from the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom of God’s
dear Son; the marriage ceremony, by which the be-
liever was united to Christ ; the law of naturalization,
by which those who had been aliens and foreigners
were made citizens of the kingdom of God. With
him it was the point at which forgiveness was realized
by actual submission to the law of Christ; for as
forgiveness must be realized before peace and joy
could take possession of the heart, and as forgiveness
could take place only before obedience, or after obedi-
ence, or in obedience, it seemed more reasonable, as
well as scriptural, that it should be found in obedience,
rather than before it, or be delayed after obedience
was rendered.

This view alone rendered the Scriptures intel-
ligible. In the commission, as given by Mark, “ He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” in
some way connected being “saved ” with the condi-
tions of belief and baptism. Christ had said be-
fore that, “Except a man be born of water and of
the Spirit he can not enter into the kingdom, of
God.” The language of Peter, Acts ii: 38, “Re-
pent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins,” indicated
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some connection between baptism and pardon. The
language of Ananias to Saul, “ Arise and be bap-
tized, and wash away thy sins,” seemed to point to the
same thing. *“As many of you as have been bap-
tized into Christ have put on Christ,” seemed to mark
the entering into a new relation to Christ by bap-
tism; and the language of 1 Peter iii: 21, “The
like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now
save us {not the putting away of the filth of the flesh,
but the answer of a good conscience toward God), by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ,” was in some way
associated with being “saved” in some sense, and
also with the obtaining a “good conscience.”

These he felt it neither safe to ignore nor possible
to explain away; to teach them was the only course
that remained. This he did, but nbt to the neglect
of any thing else enjoined in the word of God; and
yet this was the head and front of his heresy. In
teaching this he restored one of tuc long-neglected
conditions of pardon to its proper place, and thus
brought order out of confusion, and substituted light
for the darkness upon this subject, which long had
reigned.

Before the restoration of this neglected element
of gospel obedience—this missing link—assurance
of pardon was, by the great majority, made to de-
pend upon the simple exercise of faith; that is, the
proof or evidence that an individual was pardoned
depended on his faith that such really was the case.
But here was the difficulty; if an individual, who
was conscious of being in an unpardoned state, was
required to believe that he was pardoned in order that
he might be, he was likely to reason as follows: “If
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1 believe T am pardoned now, am I not believing that
which is not true? the pardon must be granted
before I can believe it.” It seems like teaching that
all men are in a pardoned state, but all do not enjoy
it because they do not believe it ; it is like telling the
sick man you are well if you only believe it, while he
would feel like replying, “I can not believe I am well
until such is really the case” Very many made their
feelings the test of their standing in the sight of
God, and, in striving after what they deemed the
proper state of feeling for pardoned persons, fell
into many extravagancies. Dreams and visions and
any unusual occurrences were regarded as tokens of
God’s favor; not a few could be found ready to
testify that they had heard from above the words,
“Thy sins be forgiven thee;” others, after having
their minds filled with terror, and being brought
very near to the pit of despair, would regard the
calm which followed as the smiling of God’s face;
and still others would for years realize all the al-
ternations of hope and despair, at times feeling as-
sured of God’s favor, at other times writhing under
his frown,

No fixed and definite way of coming to God and
receiving an assurance of his favor seemed to be
known ; each effort to that end was an experiment,
and none knew whether it would result in joy or de-
spair. Penitents earnest and sincere, for Jong periods
sought pardon, but their prayers and tears seemed of
no avail; in sorrow and anguish of spirit they were
compelled to give up the search without finding
heaven disposed to be gracious to their souls. We
know not how to better illustrate this state of things
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than by giving the experience of John Wesley upon
this very point of assurance of acceptance with God.
One of his biographers thus writes:

¢ John Wesley is now thirty-five years of age. Thirteen
years have passed since he began to seek the salvation of
his soul by trying to keep the law of God. These years
have been spent in such earnest work as few men ever per-
form. Tis eye has been steadfastly fixed on the grand ob-
ject of his pursuit. He has, with rare force of will, made
every thing in and about him subserve his high purpose.
Though uncertain of divine favor, he has heroically per-
sisted in doing the divine will, so far as he has understood
it. He meets with a good Moravian brother, named Peter
Bohler. They talk of religion with burning hearts. Peter
soon discovers that his learned friend is prevented from
enjoying peace of mind, because of certain errors of
opinion ; and looking very tenderly into his serious face,
he says, feelingly: ¢My brother! my brother! that phi-
losophy of yours must be purged away.’

“They part. Wesley thinks deeply on the questions raised
by Peter, until going to Oxford some days later to see his
brother Charles, who was supposed to be dying, he meets
Peter Bohler again. Their conversation is renewed, until
Wesley, with genuine humility, confesses : ¢ T am clearly con-
vinced of unbelief, of the want of that faith whereby alone
we are saved.” Then his highly-sensitive conscience smites
him, and presses this question upon him: ¢ You must leave
off preaching. How can you preach to others, who, like
you, have not faith?’ This inquiry troubled him, and,
with his wonted openness, he stated it to Peter, and asks:
“Should I leave off preaching or not?’ With sound good
sense, Peter rejoins: ¢By no means.” ¢But what can I
preach?’ urges the distressed Wesley. ¢ Preach faith #//
you have it, and then decause you have it, you will preach
faith.’
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¢ They separate. But meeting Bohler again, he is told
that ¢Dominion over sin, and constant peace from a
sense- of forgiveness, attend the exercise of saving faith.’
He is amazed at this statement. He has never supposed
that @ sense of forgiveness was his privilege. But he
promises to search for the doctrine in his Greek Testa-
ment. He does this with much prayer. Light breaks in
upon his mind, and when he meets Peter, a month later,
he confesses to have found the blessed doctrine in the
sacred Word, very much to his friend’s satisfaction, and
to-the increase of his own hopes. And now Peter renews
his astonishment, by declaring that the blessing of pardon
and of a new heart is graciously given to a penitent #he
moment he trusts in Christ! ‘Impossible!’ cries the still
incredulous Wesley. ¢Search the Scriptures and see,’
replies Bohler. Again is our scholar confounded by the
simple word of God. He finds scarcely any other than
instantaneous conversions recorded in the sacred page.

It is now the 24th of May, 1738. At five in the morning he
opens his Greek Testament, and these words meet his eye:
‘There are given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises, even that ye should be partakers of the divine
nature.’

¢ This encourages him. On going out he opens his
Testament again, and is comforted by the words, ¢ Thou
art not far from the kingdom of God.” In the afternoon
he attends divine service at St. Paul’s, where the anthem
encourages his hopes. In the evening he goes to a little
society meeting, in Aldersgate Street. Behold him seated,
with sad expression, among a few poor, earnest seekers of
his Lord, listening to a man reading Luther’s preface to
the Epistle to the Romans! About a quarter before nine,
the speaker describes the change which God works in the
heart through faith. In a moment his heart is ¢strangely
warmed,’” and sends up a spontaneous prayer for his
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enemies—the first gush of the love begotten in him by the
Holy Spirit.

“Very soon the speaker stops. Wesley rises, his face
radiant with heavenly light, and says: ‘I now, for the
first time, feel in my heart that I trust in Christ, Christ
alone, for salvation. I have an assurance that he has taken
away my sins; even mine, and saved me from the law of sin
and deathI’”’

This is, doubtless, a true but a sad picturé of an
earnest soul seeking after God—willing to be saved,
yet seeking God's favor in vain for thirteen long
years. Was Wesley insincere or God unwilling to
save? Neither; Wesley was seeking without any
clear apprehension of the plan of salvation, at one
time seeking the advice of a friend who was a blind
leader of the blind, learning after years of mental
suffering that a “semse of forgiveness was his priv-
tlege.”

Opening his Testament at random; looking for
what he needs now in an anthem; again at a little
society meeting ; and when the assurance does come,
it is a marvelous if not miraculous affair, and totally
unlike any of the cases reported in the Word of God.
Has God taught men to seek thus without telling
them where they may find ? did the gospel offer, point
out no path by which peace and pardon might be
found ? )

Every case of conversion after the gospel was
first proclaimed on Pentecost shows that obedi-
ence was always followed by the joy of pardon. One
of the great elements restored by Scott was, that all
who felt as did the multitude who on Pentecost cried
out, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” by obe-
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dience to the instructions there given in the words
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit,” might, like them,
“gladly receive the Word,” and feel an assurance
that the promise was fulfilled to the joy of their
hearts.

It is true that Wesley's case was before the times
of which we write, but myriads of cases, more or less
like his, were to be found at that time, and to them it
was the greatest joy their hearts had ever known to
be pointed to Pentecost as the model for all time.

It is worthy of note that Wesley himself afterwards,
whether he perceived the precise relation of baptism
to the forgiveness of sins or not, expressed himself as
if he both understood and believed it. His language
is: “ Baptism, administered to real penitents, is both
a means and a seal of pardon. Nor did God ordina-
rily in the primitive church bestow this (pardon) on
any unless through this means.” Indeed, it is a
somewhat remarkable fact, that nearly all the creeds
of the various religious parties at that time associ-
ated the remission of sins with baptism, and yet they
all united in casting Scott’s name out as evil because
he taught and practiced in accordance with their own
creeds, which in this instance were not at variance
with the Word of God.

As proof of this, we give quotations from the
creeds of some of the largest and most popular
denominations. The Episcopal Prayer-book uses
the words “washing away of sins,” and teaches that
“God will grant #iem remission of their sins” who
come to the ordinance of baptism in faith, truly
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repenting. The Methodist Discipline uses similar
language. The Presbyterian Confession says: “ Bap-
tism is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordained
by Jesus Christ, not’ only for the solemn admis-
sion of the party baptized into the visible church,
but also to be unto him a siz% and sea/ of the cove-
nant of grace, of his ingrafting into Christ, of regen-
eration, of remission of sins, and of his giving up
unto God, through Jesus Christ, to walk in newness
of life ; which sacrament is, by Christ’s own appoint-
ment, to be continued in his church until the end of
the world.” The Baptist creed says: “ Baptism is an
ordinance of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus
Christ, to be unto the party baptized a sign of his
fellowship with him in his death and resurrection, of
his being ingrafted into him, of remission of sins, and
of his giving up unto God, through Jesus Christ, to
live and walk in newness of life.” The Roman Cath-
olic and Greek Church say: “ We believe in one
baptism for the remission of sins.” Calvin, the great
Reformer, says “ Baptism resembles a legal instru-
ment, properly attested, by which he assures us that
all our sins are canceled, effaced, and obliterated, so
that they will never appear in his sight or come into
his remembrance, or be imputed to us. For he com-
mands all who believe to be baptized for the remis-
sion of sins.”

“ Therefore, those who have imagined that bap-
tism is nothing more than a mark or sign by which
‘we profess our religion before men, as soldiers
wear the insignia of their sovereign as a mark of
their profession, have not considered that which was
the principal thing in baptism, which is that we
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ought to receive it with this promise :” “ He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved ;” and, indeed,
there is no single item of religious faith and practice
in regard to which the various church standards give
such a united and uniform testimony as baptism for
the remission of sins, yet with almost equal unanim-
ity the various parties deny and discard what those
standards so unequivocally affirm. Scott’s plea,
then, was a strong one, and one, moreover, that could
not be treated as a new and unheard of view of the
case, and one which he could present in the very
words of Holy Scripture.
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CHAPTER VIII.

Visits Warren—Cold reception—John Tait's conversion—Sketch of Elder
Bentley.

N order.to be nearer the field of his labors, Mr.

Scott now removed to Canfield, on the Reserve;
and, elated by the remarkable success which had
attended his labors at New Lisbon, and not doubt-
ing but that the divine blessing would® accompany
the Word when faithfully proclaimed, he paid a visit
to Warren, on the Western Reserve, at which place
was the largest and strongest church within the
bounds of the Association. This congregation had
enjoyed for many years the labors of Adamson Bent-
ley, to whose ministry, in a great measure, its pros-
perity was due. No Baptist minister was better
Known or more highly esteemed than he in all that
region. He sympathized with Mr. Campbell in his
views as set forth in the “Christian Baptist,” and
had, in a great measure, under these enlarged views
of Bible truth, outgrown the limits of the narrow
creed of the religious body with which he was iden-
tified, and had, moreover, expressed in public the
same views in regard to the design of baptism as had
recently been turned to such practical account by
Mr. Scott,

Some months before this time, in company with
Jacob Osborne, a minister of great promise, he had
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gone to Braceville to hold a meeting, and during its
progress, while speaking with regard to baptism, he
stated that it was designed to be a pledge of the re-
mission of sins. After meeting, on their way home,
Mr. Osborne said : “ Well, Bro. Bentley, you have chris-
tened baptism to-day.” “How so?” said Mr. Bentley.
“You termed it a remitting institution,”. *“Well,”
rejoined Mr. Bentley, “I do not see how this conclu-
sion is to be avoided with the Scriptures before us.”
“It is the truth,” said Mr. Osborne, who was a great
student of the Bible, “and I have for some time
thought that the waters of baptism must stand in the
same position to us that the blood of sacrifices did to
the Jews. The blood of bulls and of goats could
never take away sins, as Paul declares, yet when
offered at the altar by the sinner, he had the divine
assurance that his sing were forgiven him. This
blood was merely typical of the blood of Christ, the
true sin-offering to which it pointed prospectively ;
and it seems to me that the water in baptism, which
has no power in itself to wash away sins, now refers
retrospectively to the purifying power of the blood
of the Lamb of God.”

Mr. Scott, not long after, fell in with them, and all
three went to Howland together; the discourse of
Bentley at Braceville came up, in course of conver-
sation, and Scott expressed his agreement with the
view he had taken of the subject. Mr, Osborne
preached at Howland, and in his remarks advanced
the idea that no one had the promise of the Holy
Spirit until after baptism. The remark seemed to
strike Mr. Scott with surprise, and after meeting he
said to Mr, Osborne: “ You are a man of great cour-
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age;” and, turning to Mr. Bentley, he added: “ Do
you not think so, Bro. Bentley ?” “ Why ?’ said Mr.
Bentley. ¢ Because,” said he, “ he ventured to assert
to-day that no one had a right to expect the Holy
Spirit until after baptism.”

These events took place before the occurrences at
New Lisbon, and, doubtless, being fresh in the mind
of Scott, he naturally expected not only a warm wel-
come from the church in Warren, but also the earnest
co-operation of its pastor, Elder Bentley, and Mr.
Osborne, who was teaching an academy there, as
they both held the views which he had been so ably
and successfully advocating, In this, as far as Elder
Bentley was concerned, he was at first disappointed ;
the views which he had expressed at Braceville, with
regard to the design of baptism, were his views still,
but he never had thought of making them practical
or operative, as they recently had been made by Mr.
Scott, the report of whose doings at New Lisbon had
preceded him to Warren, and had made the impres-
sion on the mind of Bentley that his course was one
differing widely and dangerously from Baptist usage,
and indeed from the practice of all other churches,
and in consequence he could not but regard him
with suspicion.

Immediately after his arrival, having met with
Elder Bentley, Scott asked concerning the condition
of the church, and was told in reply that it was gety
ting on much as usual; whereupon Scott intimated
that he was pursuing a course very different from
that usually taken, but, as he thought, in perfect ac-
cordance with the teaching of the New Testament
and the practice of the apostles. He, moreover,
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frankly told him that the views he entertained were
such as would unsettle the minds of the brethren,
and if adopted would lead to the giving up of many
things which they as Baptists held dear, but that the
result would be a purer and more useful church. “I
have,” said he, “got the saw by the handle, and I ex-
pect to saw you all asunder”—meaning by this, that
their creed and church articles must give way before
the truth of God, which he proposed to insist upon
as the only rule and guide for the church.

Bentley did not enter into the spirit nor catch the
enthusiasm of the ardent evangelist ; the course pro-
posed seemed to him revolutionary—one in which
there might be great danger, and for which he did
not feel prepared, and when Scott urged that an ap-
pointment be given out for him to preach that even-
ing in the Baptist church, he intimated that he
thought it best for him not to begin his labors just
then—wishing,
he expected to pursue before he gave it his help and
approval. Scott felt, however, that the King’s busi-
ness required haste, and insisted that an appointment
should be made, and, after they parted, sent a note to
Jacob Osborne, then engaged in teaching, requesting
him to give notice through his pupils that there
would be preaching that night at the Baptist church,
which was done. On learning this, Elder Bentley
gave orders that the meeting-house should not be
opened that night, in consequence of which Scott
procured the use of the court-house, and had the
people notified that he would address them there.
An audience, mainly of young people, assembled, and
he addressed them in such a manner as to make a

no doubt, to learn more of the course
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most favorable impression, and at the close of his
discourse he requested them to make it known that
on the next night he would tell all who might favor
him with their presence something they had never
heard before. -This, of course, was the means of
letting every one in the town and vicinity know
that something out of the usual order might be
expected. - S s

The next day Scott met with Bentley and Osborne,
and Bentley withdrew his opposition, and agreed that
the meeting should be held that night in the church
instead of the court-house. A large audience gath-
ered, and the zeal and eloquence of the preacher car-
ried his hearers by storm. He presented Christianity
in virgin robes of truth and purity, as when she de-
scended from her native skies—and sectarianism in
every form suffered by the contrast. The religion of
the New Testament, in all its beauty and simplicity,
stripped of the difficulties with which human teach-
ing had encumbered and disfigured it, was shown to
be perfectly adapted to human wants and woes, and
the fullness and freeness of the salvation which it
-offered, contrasted with the narrow partialism of the
prevailing Calvinism of the times, made it seem like
a gospel indeed—glad tidings of great joy to all peo-
ple. The next night brought a still larger audience
and an increased interest. The prejudices of Bentley
gave way under the luminous exhibitions of the gos-
pel, and he soon embraced heartily the truth which
Scott presented with fidelity and power. With some
of these views, as we have seen, he had for some time
been familiar, but until now he had never realized
their practical significance, nor had they ever brought
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such joy to his heart before. Soon, too, the uncon-
verted portion of the audience began to yield to the
claims of the gospel ; and as they inquired anxiously,
“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” they were
met with the same answer which was given to the
same question in the days of old. Baptism on a
simple confession of faith in Jesus as the Son of God
speedily followed, the newly baptized were added to
the church, and what was said of Samaria after the
preaching of Philip was true of Warren—* there was
great joy in that city.”

Scott spent eight days in all at that visit, during
which time twenty-nine persons were baptized, and
the entire Baptist Church, with one or two excep-
tions, accepted the new order of things, which had
so long been forgotten.

The work, however, did not stop on the departure
of the preacher—the truth wrought mightily in the
community, the Bible was read and searched as never
before, members of other churches were led to exam-
ine the new doctrine, as it was called, and this led
them to see the weakness of partyism, and resulted
in the conviction that it was true, and led them to
abandon their old and long-cherished associations
and unite with those who had taken the Word of God
alone as their guide. Among the converts during
the first visit of Scott, was John Tait, a2 man of great
stature and strong will; he was a Presbyterian,
warmly attached to the faith of his fathers, and when
his wife, who had attended on Scott’s preaching,
resolved to confess Christ and -be baptized, he op-
posed her bitterly, and even went so far as to threaten
violence to the preacher if he should baptize her.,
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The preacher, not in the least intimidated, gave him
to understand that, if his wife wished to be bapiized,
he would baptize her even if he, her husband, should
stand with a drawn sword to prevent it. The wife,
fully convinced that it was her duty to render this
act of obedience to her Lord, notwithstanding the
violent opposition of her husband, was determined
to be baptized. Almost frantic with excitement, he
called on Scott, and found him in company with sev-
eral preachers who were attending the meeting, and
forbade the baptism of his wife. Scott and Bentley
attempted, but in vain, for a time to reason with him,
urging that his wife was acting in accordance with
her convictions of duty as set forth in the Word of
God, and that in a matter of such moment she ought
to be allowed to decide for herself. It was long be-
fore he could be calmed sufficiently to reason upon the
subject, but the mildness and gentleness with which
Scott treated him caused him in a measure to relent
and listen to what the Word of God, for which he
professed a deep reverence, had to say upon the mat-
ter. As the examination of the Scriptures proceeded,
and the light began to dawn upon his mind, his man-
ner and feelings underwent a great change, and,
deeply moved, he said to Mr. Scott, “ Will you pray
for me?” “No, sir,” said he, “I will not pray for a
man who will so rudely oppose his wife in her desire
to do the will of God, but perhaps this brother will
pray for you.” The brother named did so, with great
earnestness and fervor, and Tait was so melted dur-
ing the prayer that, when they rose from their knees,
he, in a very humble manner, asked to be baptized.
His request was granted, and among the new con-
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verts.there was none happier or more earnest than
John Tait. Not long after his baptism Mr. Tait met
with his former pastor, and entered into conversation
witl: him with regard to the change in his views and
church relationship. The Scriptures were appealed
to, and Tait urged upon him that he should, in accord-
ance with their teaching, be baptized for the remis-
sion of sins. “What!” said the minister, “ would you
have me to be baptized contrary to my conscience ?”
“Yes,” said Tait. “ Were you, Mr. Tait,” he replied,
“baptized contrary to your conscience?” “Yes,” was
the reply, “I was. My conscience told me that
sprinkling in infancy would do, but the Word of God
said: ‘Be baptized for the remission of sins,’ and 1
thought it better to tear my conscience than to tear
a leaf out of the Bible.”

This interview made a deep impression upon the
minister. The more he Jooked at the Bible in regard
to the matter, the more he doubted his former teach-
ing on the subject, and he soon abandoned his pulpit ;
he felt that he could no longer preach as before, but
he lacked the courage to say that he had been
preaching a human theory, and to preach thenceforth
only what was taught in the Word of God.

The interest awakened by Scott’s first visit did not
prove to be a short-lived one; on the contrary, it
cortinued to deepen and widen; the entire com-
munity was stirred and aroused. Many of the con-
gregations in the adjacent towns partook of the prev-
alent spirit, and the entire winter was characterized
by a religious zeal and success such as never had been
known in that region before. All the new converts
had to defend the faith they had embraced, and, with
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the Bible in their hands, they fully proved their
ability to do so, and numerous additions were made
to the church at Warren,

Bentley and Osborne followed up the work which
Scott 'had begun with great zeal and success. The
return of Scott on several occasions within a brief
period, added to the prevailing interest, and in five
months the membership at Warren was doubled, the
additions amounting to one hundred and seventeen,
The most important result of Mr. Scott’s visit to
Warren was the enlistment of Elder Bentley in the
adoption and advocacy of his views of the ancient
gospel. His untiring and successful labors rendered
him one of the most useful men of the time,.and no
one contributed more than he to the spread of the
Reformation over the Western Reserve, and also by
means of his numerous converts through the Great
West. No permanent record with regard to him has
been given to the world, and this seems a fitting
place to give some connected account of his life and
labors.

Adamson Bentley was born on the 4th of July,
1785, in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, and early
in life removed to the Western Reserve, at that time
almost an unbroken forest. Of course his advantages
were but limited, as is the case in all new settlements;
yet he, in a measure, made up.for the lack of schools
and teachers by private study, and thus qualified him-
self for the useful and honorable positions which he
occupied so long and so well. When but a youth his
thoughts were attracted to the subject of religion,
and he was not slow to carry out his convictions of
duty. He became a member of the Baptist Church,
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and his zeal and piety, as well as his gifts, soon
marked him out as one well fitted for the responsible
position of a preacher of the faith which his life
adorned. He began to speak in public when about
nineteen years of age, and some five years after was
ordained to the ministry of the Word. In about one
year after this he was called to the pastoral care of
the church at Warren, which, under his labors, soon
became the strongest church in that portion of the
State. To an easy and polished delivery was added
a fine personal appearance and most engaging man-
ners ; he was by nature a gentleman—manly, grace-
ful and dignified, the peer of the best, and yet so
affable and kind as to win the esteem of the very
humblest. The religious system which he adopted
was that of rigid Calvinism, as taught in the Phila-
delphia Confession of Faith, which, at that time, was
the generally received symbol of the Baptist body.
It was hard for a frank, generous, benevolent nature
like his to accommodate itself to such a harsh and
narrow creed; nay, it was impossible for him to
be thus cramped ; hence, though he held in theory the
doctrine of particular election and a limited atone-
ment in practice, his heart full of the love of Christ
and perishing sinners, led him often so to present the
mercy of Christ through the gospel as to bring many
to repentance. At that period of his life he did not
doubt the doctrine of his creedy and often made the
common yet unsuccessful effort to reconcile the
“decrees” with free agency ; yet he loved to make the
offers of mercy to lost men in the terms he found in
the Bible, his feelings and practice thus often getting
the better of his theology.
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Some of his mental exercises at this time were of
a most painful character; and years after, when des-
cribing how he came to be emancipated from his chill-
ing creed, he thus refers to them: “I used,” said he,
*“to take my little children on my knee, and to look
upon them as they played in harmless innocence about
me, and wonder which of them was to be finally and
forever lost!” “It can not be,” he continued, “that
God has been so good to me as to elect all my chil-
dren, before time began, to be saved, and to dwell with
him in love forever! No, no! I am myself a miracle
of mercy, and it can not be that God has been kinder
to me than to all other parents. Some of these little
ones are, then, of the non-elect, and to be finally ban-
ished from God and all good. And now (and his
paternal heart swelling-with unutterable emotions), if
I only knew which of my children were to dwell in
everlasting burnings, Oh how kind and tender would I
be to them, knowing that all the comfort they would
ever experience would be here in this world ! But now
I see the gospel admits all to salvation! Now I can
have hope of every one for eternal happiness! Now
I can pray and labor for them in hope !”

His prayers were heard, his labors blessed. Years
before his departure he enjoyed that greatest bliss
of a pious parent’s heart—he saw all his children
walking in the truth,

He was present at the formation of the Mahoning
Association, and his ability as a preacher, and tact
and dignity as a presiding officer, rendered him one
of its most prominent members during its entire ex-
istence. His name appears on the records of every
meeting ; he was often chosen Moderator, and deliv-
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ered the opening sermon at its meeting at New Lis-
bon, in August, 1827, when Walter Scott was chosen
and sent out on what proved to be such an important
mission. Owing to the fact that he soon came to have
clearer views of the plan of salvation than most of
the Baptist preachers in that region, as a consequence
his public labors were attended with greater success.
At one of the meetings one hundred and three con-
versions were reported in the bounds of the Associ-
ation, and of these, fifty-six, or more than half the
entire number, were reported by the Concord church
at Warren, of which he was at that time pastor,
When perfectly free from the shackles of a gloomy
and depressing system, he labored with far greater
freedom and more abundant success. It was to him
a great deliverance to be able to offer, without any
misgiving, the gospel of life and peace to all; and
how earnestly and effectually he did so thousands can
tell. He waited not for opportunities to preach this
now no longer terrible but glad gospe] ; but burning
with zeal, sought and made them—in school-houses,
barns, and private dwellings; or, as was frequently
the case, in the forest shades, with a wagon-bed for
a pulpit, and an audience swelling at times to thou-
sands, with all the simplicity and earnestness of the
men of Galilee, he preached the same message which
they first heralded to the world. “As a preacher,
like ail men who leave their impression on society,
he was like no one else, and no one resembled him.
He usually began slowly, with simple and plain state-
ments of his subject, rambling not unfrequently, till,
warming in his subject, he broke the shackles of
logic, and swept on like a swelling tide, bearing his
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audience away with the pathos and vehemence of his
earnest and commanding oratory. On such occasions
his voice became full, sonorous, and powerful. When
the shower was passed, the people not caring to an-
alyze the sermon, or to trace their emotions to logical
sources, were delighted and edified, and departed
with marked and decided respect for the preacher,
and a far higher reverence for the adorable Son of
God, whom he preached and whom he served. He
never trifled in the pulpit. His message was solemn,
and seriously and earnestly did he urge it.” But it
was not in the pulpit alone that his influence was felt;
his spotless integrity and pure walk in life gave force
to his public ministrations, for his audience knew
that they were listening to an upright and good man.
We need not here mention the various places at
which he labored, nor the results by which those
labors were attended, as these will appear in the
course of the narrative.

His powers suffered no sad eclipse, but his sun
came to a golden setting; his erect form bent but
slightly when on the verge of fourscore, and to the
same extreme old age he was able to preach with
clearness and vigor. Nearly his last words were,
“I rely not on myself; my full and only hope and
trust is in the Rock, Christ Jesus, which was cleft for
me!”
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CHAPTER IX.

Meeting at Austintown—A. S. Hayden a convert—Church organized--~
* John Henry—Death of Joseph Gaston,

HE year 1827-28 proved to be a year of battle
and of victory. Great success in one field was
the harbinger of triumph ir'the next, and after the suc-
cessful issue of the meeting at Warren, Scott was so
well assured of the power of the primitive gospel to sub-
due the heart, that wherever he went he now preached
without the least misgiving, and boldly called on his
hearers to submit to the claims of Christ the Lord.
He had by this time also several true and earnest
fellow-laborers, who entered into the work with all the
zeal of new converts, and wherever these preach-
ers of the ancient faith appeared, the truth ran
through the community like fire through dry stubble.
Chief among these helpers was Elder Bentley, of
whom an extended notice was given in the preced-
ing chapter. He was a tower of strength to the
infant cause ; the weight of his character, in addition
to his fine pulpit talent, rendered his presence greatly
desirable wherever the leaven of the new doctrine
was beginning to work, especially in Baptist com-
munities, where he was well and favorably known,
and who were anxious to learn from his own lips the
reasons which had led him to give up the cherished
convictions of a lifetime,
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Scott was a stranger ; his fiery zeal to some seemed
wild enthusiasm, and his entire absorption in his
theme made him at times eccentric ; but the Baptists
had ever looked on Bentley as their safest and best
man; no one imagined that he could be turned
hither and thither by every wind of doctrine: and
hence, from his known integrity and soundness of
judgment, he was heard without that prejudice with
which Scott, as a stranger, had every-where to con-
tend. The visits of Bentley would most admirably
prepare for the coming of Scott; and when the for-
mer had disarmed them of all prejudice, the latter
would join him and take entire communities by storm.
Thus it was at Austintown. Bentley sent an ap-
pointment in the latter part of February to preach at
a school-house there, in which Wm. Hayden, who
afterwards became so famous, was then teaching. At
the close of his first discourse a young man presented
himself for baptism, which created quite a stir. As
the school-house was occupied during the day, preach-
ing was announced for the next day at a private house
in the neighborhood. A large number assembled,
and nine converts were made, among whom was one
who soon became a successful advocate of the truth
which he that day received. This was John Henry.
His wife was baptized at the same time.

Such a favorable opening having been made, it was
thought best to follow it up, and Scott therefore sent
an appointment for March the 1gth—which was about
the middle of the week. The preacher came, and was
greeted by a fine audience ; and at the close of the
discourse—which was in the day-time—five persons
came forward for baptism, among them the now well-



142 LIFE OF ELDER WALTER SCOTT.

known and much beloved A. S. Hayden, and an elder
brother. The discourse, as yet well remembered by
Bro. Hayden, was a highly practical one ; the speaker
knew that he had some fine material before him, and
he drove right at the hearts of his hearers, His
chief points were, that God was ready to receive sin-
ners ; that he had ever been willing, and that this
willingness was made known through the gospel,
which was fully proclaimed on the day of Pentecost,
and that the door was there opened which none can
shut. He urged instant obedience, declaring that
God was ready and willing to meet and receive the
sinner the moment he was ready to accept his offered
grace. He preached again at night, and the house
was densely crowded ; he called the young converts—
five in number—to the front seat, and addressed
them earnestly and tenderly with reference to the ob-
ligations they were about to assume in making a pro-
fession of religion and entering upon the duties of
a new life. The next day, with heart all aflame, he
again preached, if possible, with increased zeal and
energy, invited others to obedience, and immersed
twelve persons. The interest grew and increased ;
many converts were made ; some opposition was ex-
cited, but the meetings were continued for a week or
more, and the results of those days and nights of
faithful and earnest toil no tongue can tell. The
youthful Hayden, who was one of its first-fruits, soon
began to point others to the Savior. Scores and hun-
dreds have been won to Christ by his earnest and
faithful labor ; and though more than forty years have
fled since then, he is still effectively pointing sinners
to the Lamb of God. '
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About the middle of June of the same year, Elders
Scott and Bentley returned, and from the material
gathered in by their previous labors, and the Baptists
who were willing to take the Bible as the only guide,
they constituted the church at Austintown. The
whole number was one hundred and ten, of whom
about two-thirds were new converts. The exercises
at the organization were marked by great impres-
siveness and primitive simplicity. Under the bright
June skies, with the green of earth under them, and
the blue of heaven above, this company of true and
happy believers, taking each other by the hand, formed
a large circle, in an opening of which of about ten
feet stood the preachers, under whose labors they had
been brought to the knowledge and obedience of the
truth, who counseled and exhorted them, as they had
received Christ to walk in him ; and while the con-
verts gave themselves to the ILord and to one
another, with prayers and tears, the preachers com-
mended the infant church to God and to the word
of his grace.

Sweet were the songs of that day; earnest and
tender the exhortations ; fervent and soul-moving the
prayers : and dear memories of it yet linger in the
minds of those who formed that company, and their
hearts were never more glad than then.

Under the teaching of Wm. Hayden the congrega-
tion grew and prospered, and in a short time one of
the early converts developed powers which soon
ripened into a life of glorious toil and usefulness.
This was John Henry, whose name is to this day a
household word all over the Western Reserve. He
was a Pennsylvanian by birth, having been born in
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Washington County, in that State, in 1797. He was
brought up under Presbyterian training, but never
realized the power and beauty of Christ's gospel
until he heard it presented by Elder Bentley; his
héart was won by it at once, and it never ceased to
exercise its power over him until his end came in
peace.

He was at the time of his conversion a plain, in-
dustrious farmer ; distinguished, however, by a ready
natural wit and a musical talent, which was truly
wonderful. On wind and stringed instruments he
was a ready player, and sang with fine taste and
feeling ; and even composed music with ease. When
the Bible was substituted for creed and catechism, he
eagerly devoted himself to its study, and with such
success that few men ever became more familiar with
its language. His knowledge of it was so full and
accurate that he was said to have committed the
whole inspired volume to memory, and was commonly
spoken of as the Bible with a tongue in it, or the
Walking Bible; one thing, however, is certain, he
could quote, without the least hesitancy or mistake,
all the passages upon any given -subject, at the same
time giving chapter and verse, and could recite at
will chapters from the Old or New Testament, from
the Gospels, Epistles, Prophets, or Psalms, with the
greatest facility ; and, in addition to this, he seemed
to have a clear conception of the scope and meaning
of the whole. He was quick at repartee, and the ob-
ject of it had never to weary himself to find the point
of the retort—that was always felt.

On one occasion some rude fellows made a dis-
turbance at a baptism when he was present, and he
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felt impelled to reprove them, which he did with such
force and vigor, that many who were present discov-
ered in him the elements of a successful public
speaker ; the result was, that he was called upon to
speak at the meetings of the church, and in a short
time his success exceeded the most sanguine hopes
of .his friends. He did not seem to have thought
himself possessed of any such ability; but as soon
as it became evident, he lost no opportunity of useful-
ness. He supported himself by the labor of his
hands; and when his labors were demanded in the
gospel field, he only required that a man should be
put in his place to do the customary work on the
farm, and he, in the meantime, would labor quite as
faithfully in the pulpit and from house to house.
His utterance was exceeding rapid, and yet at the
same time perfectly djstinct ; and the great power of
his oratory was the clearness with which he set forth
his views, and the deep and unaffected earnestness
of his manners. He was well acquainted with the va-
rious religious systems of the day, and in his exposure
of departures from the Word of God and the substi-
tution of human inventions, he often reminded his
hearers of the prophets who reproved the Israelites
for their departures from the law of their God. His
powers rapidly developed with exercise, and his
services were demanded to an extent beyond his
utmost exertions—he was obliged, in a measure, to
give up his farm life and devote himself to sowing
the good seed of the Kingdom, which he did so suc-
cessfully that many in whose hearts the good seed

fell, to this day thank God for his faithful and earnest
labors.
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In person he was tall, spare of flesh, and angular,
but possessed of wonderful powers of endurance;
his garb was always of the very plainest, suggestive,
indeed, of apostolic simplicity ; he was untiring in his
labors, quick to decide, and prompt to act; his in-
fluence on the church and community was very de-
cided ; and even now, though he has gone to his rest
nearly thirty years ago, the surviving members of the
church at Austintown still say, when special counsel
and action are needed, “Oh! how we miss John
Henry!”

He showed eminent ability in his conduct of the big
meetings over which he at times was called to preside ;
under his management an audience of from five to
eight thousand would be kept in perfect order: a
general could not have held his forces better in hand
than he did the masses that would gather on those
occasions. Nothing was omitted, nothing was forgot-
ten: preserving order, singing, preaching, exhorting,
filling appointments in every available place in a cir-
cle of ten or fifteen miles—all was dispatched with
ease. He spoke, and it was a word of command, and
seldom failed in eliciting cheerful obedience.

Time was precious ; no opportunity was given for
apology or excuse. At one of these meetings, when
thirty or forty preachers were present, and it was de-
sirable to have a few words from as many as possible,
one who was called on began by saying, “ Well, breth-
ren, I do not know that I have any thing to say.”
“Very well,” said Henry, “ take your seat, brother,”
and called out for another, who was careful to avoid
the rock of apology on which the other was wrecked.

In preaching, he had a rare and happy command
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of his resources; he could generalize rapidly; and
this power, with his astonishing memory, enabled
him to bring together from the various parts of
Scripture, all that was said on a particular topic: and,
indeed, his discourses often consisted almost exclu-
sively of Scripture, in which the various passages
were brought together in such a way as to produce a
very striking effect. He made the Bible its own
interpreter ; and if he needed an illustration, the same
volume furnished him with one admirably suited to
the case in hand.

On several occasions he took part in public debates,
in which he was very skillful and successful—his suc-
cess was doubtless brought about by the fact that he
arrayed before his hearers all the Scripture evidence
on the point in dispute—leaving nothing more to be
said ; as to dispute his positions, would be tc deny
the sacred record. His mental and moral traits were
all positive ; the sincerity of his profession was proved
by his sterling integrity and purity of life. Among the
common—people, of whom he always regarded himself
as one, he was held in the highest esteem; they de-
lighted to hear a man from their own ranks speak to
them of the soul's interests in a manner plain, simple,
and earnest, and which was the more powerful from
the fact that he lived continually under the influence
of those truths which he so earnestly urged upon
them. He died in his prime, in the midst of his use-
fulness, there being but an interval of a few days be-
tween his active and efficient labors in the cause of
his Master on earth and his rest and reward above,

From this period for some time to come, it will be
impossible to preserve the strict order of time in con-
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sequence of the many changes in fields of labor,
which were often as varied as the passing day.
Morning often found the tireless Scott at one point,
and evening at another, miles away. It was not un-
common for him to occupy the court-house or school-
house in the morning at the county seat, address a
large assembly in some great grove in the afternoon,
and have the private dwelling, which gave him shelter,
crowded with neighbors at night, to hear him before
he sought his needed rest. Sometimes the interest
would be continued until midnight; and in those
stirring times it was not unusual for those who, on
such occasions, felt the power of the truth, to be
baptized before the morning dawned. For months
together nearly every day witnessed new converts to
the truth ; several ministers of various denominations
fell in with the views which he presented with such
force and clearness, and these in turn exerted their
influence over their former flocks, and led them to
embrace the views which had brought such comfort
and peace to their own souls.

While preaching at Hiram, Portage County, a Rev-
olutionary colonel, eighty-four years of age, rose up
in the midst of the congregation, and pointing with
his finger to the parable of the laborers in the vine-
yard, said to Mr. Scott: “Sir, shall I receive a
penny? it is the eleventh hour.” “Yes,” was the
reply, “ the Lord commands it, and you shall receive
a penny.” The audience was greatly affected, and

the venerable soldier was forthwith enrolled in the
army of the faith.
Another gentleman, still living, whom the writer

met but a short time since, says, that though a
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Bible-reader, he had sought in vain for a church that
taught as his Bible read. But riding along the public
road one day, he saw a number of horses tied in the
woods, a great crowd gathered and some one address-
ing them. Without being aware of the character of
the meeting, curiosity led him to turn aside and see;
when he came nearer he found that it was a religious
meeting, and that the preacher was setting forth the
gospel just as it had ever seemed to him in his read-
ings ; and before the speaker, who was none other
than Walter Scott, had closed, he determined that
that people should be his people, and their God his
God, and to that resolve he has been true more than
forty years.

In several of his meetings about this time, Scott
was helped by the presence and labors of Joseph
Gaston, a preacher of the Christian connection, who
was present at the Association the previous summer,
and gave his voice in favor of the appointment of
Scott as general evangelist. He was a young man,
quite tall, with dark hair and eyes, and agreeable
features, with a heart full of sympathy and a voice of
great power. He and Scott were mutually attracted
to each other, and their acquaintance resulted in a
deep and strong attachment, which was only broken
too soon by his early death. He was gentle and re-
tiring in his manners, yet bold and earnest in setting
forth the claims of his Master. He was highly gifted
in exhortation, and his prayers seemed to be the
natural outpouring of a warm and pious heart. Dif-
fering in his religious views from Scott when they
first met, he soon learned to regard the teaching of
the Scriptures in the same light as his gifted friend,
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who excelled most men of his time in a knowledge of
and reverence for the sacred record. The beauty and
order of the arrangement of its truths were made
clearer than ever before; and this new light he gladly
accepted and rejoiced in the truth.

Scott’s acquaintance with Gaston often brought
him into contact with the religious body of which he
was a member; and great numbers of them, some-
times nearly entire congregations, at once accepted
his views, for which they were already prepared by an
abandonment of creeds, the rejection of all party
names, and the adoption of the name Christian as ex-
pressive of their allegiance to Christ. This religious
body, it may be well to state, was not an offshoot of
any one of the various religious parties of the day,
but one composed, originally, of those who had broken
off from the Methodists, Presbyterians, and Baptists,
and united under the one name Christians, by which
the followers of Jesus were anciently known. The
acquaintance of these two men proved a great bless-
ing and furtherance to the cause, but it was not of
long continuance ; the career of Gaston proved to be
a short one, but the end was in great peace. Elder
Scott, after hearing of his death, thus wrote of him:

¢ Joseph Gaston was a very remarkable man on several
accounts. = His innocence and sweet disposition endeared
him to all his acquaintances ; and his strong faith and ex-
cellent talents made him a most acceptable minister in the
church when his health permitted the exercise of his various
gifts, for he had the gifts of teaching and exhorting in an
eminent degree; and was, until he was seized with hemor-
rhage at the lungs, a very good singer.

““When he opened the Evangelists or Epistles and
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poured himself out on their sacred pages, no man of equal
education excelled him ; but exhortation was his forte, and
in this I never knew any man who equaled him. He exer-
cised the most powerful influence over the congregation
when he remonstrated, and ‘with much variety of thought
his exhortations were distinguished for unity in their sub-
ject.

““He accompanied me in 1827, soon after the restora-
tion of the true gospel, and shared with me for about three
weeks in the labors and difficulties of the onerous business
of introducing to public notice the gospel of Christ as
now held by this Reformation.

¢The circumstances which made him acquainted with
the ancient gospel at that time are a little singular and
worth relating. He visited Carthage about two years ago,
and entertained Bro. Rogers’ family one evening with a
recital of his conversion to it, and brought again to mind
things that had almost escaped recollection,

I had appointed a certain day in which to break bread
with the Baptjst Church at Salem. Bro. Gaston was a resi- '
dent of Columbiana County, and was at that time in the
vicinity of Salem. The Baptist brethren regarded him as a
good man and a true disciple; but he was a Christian or
Newlight, and contended for open communion—things
which they greatly disliked. Before meeting, the principal
brethren requested me to converse with him on the subject,
saying they were sure I could convert him.

“ Accordingly I took him out in presence of them all;
but he gave me no time, being as impatient and undoubt-
ing on open communion as they were then on close com-
munion. I told him, however, that the brethren had com-
missioned me to convert him to their opinions, and smiled.
He said he had come to convert me to his.

] then set before him the terms of the ancient gospel
as I had arranged them, and told him that their dispute
about communion was silly and unprofitable. He heard
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me with delight. I appealed to the Scriptures, and he
smiled.; and soon, with a laugh, he exclaimed, ‘It is all
true! and I believe every word of it, and will take you to
a Cliristian brother who will receive it in a2 moment !’

¢ After meeting 1 accompanied him to the house of said
brother, living a mile and a half from the village ; and the
man and his wife hearing it, and examining the Scriptures,
received it with all readiness that same night ; so that on
that day were brought over to the side of the gospel two
excellent men, both laborers among the ¢ Christians.’

¢ Bro. Gaston accompanied me to New Lisbon, and two
or three other places; but his health failed him at the end
of about three weeks, and his place was supplied by James
Mitchel, who accompanied me to Warren, where the gospel
greatly succeeded.

¢ Thus Bro. Gaston was the very first Christian minister
who received the gospel- after its restoration, and who
argued for the remission of sins by baptism. His enfeebled
health, however, never permitted him to labor much. He
was immersed for remission at a general meeting held at
Austintown two years after. He now rests with all the
just until the resurrection. His life was righteous ; his
death was glorious.”

The closing scene of this good man is thus de-
scribed by one who was present:

«Brrovep Bro. Scorr: Few persons will hear the cir-
cumstance which I am about to relate with emotions such
as you must feel. I grieve for a departed brother in the
Lord; you for a companion and fellow-laborer in the gos-
pel, one who stood by you under circumstances the most
trying and impressive, at a time when you alone, amidst all
opposition, faced a frowning world. 1 allude to Bro.
Joseph Gaston—he sleeps in peace—his sorrows are no
more }
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¢ Being aware of his approaching dissolution, he re.
quested me to inform you of it. The sensations which his
departure produced in me and all present can not be im-
parted to others, nor can they ever be forgotten. It was,
indeed, singularly impressive.

‘“He was, as you know, predisposed to hemorrhage
from the lungs; his last illness commenced in this way. I
was with him from Thursday, 4th, until his death, which
occurred on Saturday.

¢ Before day I was called to his bedside. His glazed
eye, cold extremities, laborious breathing, and feeble pulse,
assured me that the lamp of life was nearly extinguished.
He lay in this situation a length of time unable to speak,
or lift his hands. While we expected every breath to be
his last, suddenly, to the astonishment of all present, his
countenance lighted up by a placid smile; he began to
raise his cold and lifeless hands to heaven, and exclaimed :
¢Glory to God! O my Savior, thou hast delivered me !’
His eyes, which were set in death, sparkled with joy, and
beamed with an expression which language can not de-
scribe. After continuing these exclamations a few minutes
his breathing became free, and his voice shrill and loud.
He then addressed us thus: ¢My friends, a dying man
could not do as I am doing ; this strength is not my own ;
the hand of the Lord is in this matter : he has.enabled me
in this last extremity to bear testimony to the truth. The
devil tempted me and tried me, but the Lord vanquished
him and gdve me the victory. This night I’ll be with
Jesus. Some people have called me a mud-dabbler, but
that matters not to me; judgment belongs to the Lord:
he will recompense them. I plead for baptism—for
the remission of sins in my lifetime, and 7 plead for it in
death. .

€< sinners! tremble for that which awaits you if you
do not obey the Lord ! Let not tradition deceive you, I
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tried it, but found it to be a delusion. My eyes were
opened by reading the Word of God. It means what it
says; believe and obey it, for nothing else will save you.
Repent and be immersed in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, or God will sweep you off with the besom
of destruction. Young people, tell your parents these
things, and parents tell them to your children; tell the
neighborhood ; tell the territory.” He then exhorted us
to try, by some means, to get the people out to hear the
gospel. He continued his speech in a loud and clear
voice, during twenty minutes, using his hands with free-
dom, and speaking with more animation than ever I heard
him do in his usual state of health. When he ceased, his
children were brought to him, whom he embraced affection-
ately. His hands fell powerless by his side, his breathing
became laborious as before, and he expired in ten minutes,”
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CHAPTER X.

Scott’s views misunderstood—Bishop Hobart's views of baptism—Thomas

Campbell visits the scene of Scott's labors—Meeting at Sharon, and
results, ’

S might have been expected, the labors and suc-
cess of Scott aroused great inquiry and opposi-
tion, and the wildest rumors were circulated with
regard to the course he pursued, the great peculiarity
of which was, that it differed widely from that which
had hitherto been the rule in all attempts at conver-
sion. Many supposed that, in connecting baptism
in some way with the remission of sins, that he at-
tributed to water a virtue kindred to the blood of
Christ, and therefore concluded that all the sinner
had to do was to be immersed, while he really re-
garded it as an act of obedience expressive of perfect
trust in Christ for pardon, as an acceptance of the
offer made in the gospel to all who truly believed and
turned away from their sins.

The Anxious-seat of the Presbyterians, the Mourn-
ing-bench of the Methodists, and the Experience of
the Baptists, all had the same object in view, and had
usurped the place, in a great measure, of Christian
baptism. This was admitted very near the times of
which we write, by the Rev. Dr. Finney, an eminent
Congregationalist, in urging the necessity of the
anxious-seat to bring the mind up to the acting point,
in the following language : “ The Church has always
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felt it necessary to have something of this kind to
answer this purpose. In the days of the apostles
baptism answered this purpose. The gospel was
preached to the people, and then all who were willing
to be on the side of Christ were called on to be bap-
tized. It held the precise place that the anxious-
seat does now, as a public manifestation of their
determination to be Christians.” The Rev. Doctor,
with singular unconsciousness of the destructive
nature of his argument, condemns those who would
stand up, or lean their heads on the pew before them,
to signify their willingness to be Christians, as at-
tempting to evade their duty by substituting these
acts for that of coming to the anxious-seat, forgetting
that he had made the admission, virtually, that com-
ing to the anxious-seat was an evasion of baptism,
which was required under the teachings of the
apostles,

Elder Scott, some time after this, explained his
views of the nature of baptism in some remarks
made on the following extract from Bishop Hobart,
of New York, in regard to this matter. The words
of the Bishop are:

“In this church the body which derives life, strength,
and salvation from Christ its head, baptism was instituted
as the sacred rite of admission. In this regenerating or-
dinance, fallen man is born again from a state of con-
demnation to a state of grace, He obtains 4 title to the
presence of the Holy Spirit; to the forgiveness of sins;
to all those precious and immortal blessings which the
blood of Christ purchased.

‘ Wherever the gospel is promulgated, the only mode
by which we can be admitted into covenant with God;
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the only mode through which we can obtain a title to
those blessings and privileges which Christ has purchased
for his mystical body, the church, is the sacrament of bap-
tism. Repentance, faith, and obedience, will not of them-
selves be effectual to our salvation. We may sincerely re-
pent of cur sins, heartily believe the gospel ; we may walk
in the path of holy obedience, but until we enter into cov-
enant with God by baptism, and ratify our vows of al-
legiance and duty at the holy sacrament of the Supper—
comrmemorate the mysterious sacrifice of Christ—we can
not assert any claim to salvation.”

Upon which Scott comments as follows :

“The excellent Bishop makes baptism the rite of ad-
mission to the Christian church, regeneration, a title to
remission and the Holy Spirit, and to all the precious
things of Christ. He says it is the only mode of covenant-
ing with God; the only mode of obtaining Christian bless-
ings and privileges, without which we can not assert any
claim to salvation. Now, in all this where is it that the
Bishop is at fault? Is not baptism the rite of admission?
Or are men in the Christian church antecedently to their
baptism ? Does not the Son of the Eternal protest that,
unless we are ‘born of water and spirit’ we can not enter
into his kingdom? And is this regeneration which the
Bishop speaks of a higher and more sacred mystery in the
Christian institute than ‘being born again?’ Or are they
not the same thing? Surely they are the very same thing.
Does any one know any other mode appointed for poor
sinful, fallen man, to covenant with his God, and obtain a
right to the privileges of Christianity? We know none:
and Delieve that, when preceded by faizz and repentance,
baptism is all.that the Bishop says it is; and with the
bishop we also believe, that without it fai#k and repentance
do not warrant a man in the presence of God ‘to assert
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any claim to salvation,” Moreover, we believe that dap-
tism without farth and repentance is just as unavailing and
useless as faith and repentance are without it. These three
things God has joined together, and no man may put
asunder or disorder them.”

And yet for teaching what the great majority of the
Christian world admit, in theory at least, and what is
taught in the Word of God most clearly, he was rep-
resented as the author of an hitherto unheard-of and
soul-destroying heresy. These rumors reached the
ears of his friend and fellow-laborer in the cause of
religious reform, Alexander Campbell, who fearing
that Mr. Scott might have been carried by his en-
thusiastic nature beyond the bounds of prudence,
sent his father, a man of rare wisdom and judgment,’
to find out the true state of the case. This vener-
able and pious man visited the scene of Scott’s labors
in the spring of 1828, and, after carefully observing
the course he pursued, sent the following account of
it to his son:

«¢T perceive that theory and practice in religion, as well
as in other things, are matters of distinct consideration.
It is one thing to know concerning the art of fishing—for
instance, the rod, the line, the hook, and the bait, too;
and quite another thing to handle them dextrously when
thrown into the water, so as to make it take. We have
long known the former (the theory), and have spoken and
published many things correctly concerning the ancient
gospel, its simplicity and perfect adaptation to the present
state of mankind, for the benign and gracious purposes of
his immediate relief and complete salvation; but I must
confess that, in respect to the direct exhibition and appli-
cation of it for that blessed purpose, I am at present for the
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first time upon the ground where the thing has appeared
to be practically exhibited to the proper purpose.” ‘¢ Com-
pel them to come in,’ saith our Lord, ¢that my house may
be filled.” "’

With regard to Scott’s mode of obtaining and sep-
arating disciples, he added :

¢ Mr. Scott has made a bold push to accomplish this
object, by simply and boldly stating the ancient gospel,
and insisting upon it; and then by putting the question
generally and particularly to males and females, old and
young. Will you come to Christ and be baptized for the
remission of your sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit?
Don’t you believe this blessed gospel? Then come away.
This elicits a personal conversation ; some confess faith in
the testimony, beg time to think; others consent, give
their hands to be baptized as soon as eonvenient; others
debate the matter friendly ; some go straight to the water,
be it day or night, and upon the whole none appear of-
fended.”

Fully approving all that he heard and saw, the
elder Campbell spent several months in Scott’s field
of labor, and most heartily co-operated with him, and
contributed much to his success, as will appear in the
sequel.

The next scene of the evangelical labors of Elder
Scott was at Sharon, a small village in Mercer
County, Pennsylvania, situated on the Shenango
River, and almost on the line between that State
and the portion of Ohio i which the principles of
the Reformation had lately spread so rapidly. The
Baptist Churches at Warren and Hubbard, only a few
miles distant, had embraced the new views almost in
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a tbody, so generally, indeed, fhat both houses df
warship passed quietly into the hands of the Dis-
ciples; and in the case of Warren, as previously
noted, not only the greater part =f the congregation,
but the preacher also accepted the truth se ably and
eloquently urged by Scott, and became himself an
earnest and successful advocate of the same. Some
«of the $Sharon Baptists had heard of the great change
which had taken place in the two sister churches;
some of the members had even gome so far as to
visit them, and could find no well-founded objections
to what they had heard stigmatized as heresy; nay,
it seemed to them strangely like gospel truth; and
some of them went so far as to sit down at the
Lord’s Table with those self-samé heretics.
Prominent among these was John McCleary, at
that time verging upon-three-score and ten. He had
been 2 member of the church at Tubermore, Ireland,
which so long had enjoyed the labors of the widely-
known Alexander Carson, as was also his son George,
who was accustomed to teach the Scriptures pub-
licly. His son Hugh, a clear-headed and honest
thinker, had united with the Baptists in this country,
but held views greatly in advance of theirs, Such an
element in the church of course soon made itself felt,
The Scriptures were closely searched, and the light
began to spread. Suspicion was aroused—was the
hated heresy about to break out among them and
destroy their peace? The McClearys, father and
son, with several others, were soon marked men ; the
views they held were assailed and loudly condemned
under the odious name of Campbellism, when some
one suggested that, as it was not the custom to con-
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demn without a hearing in ancient times, they had
better send for the public advocates of the new doc-
trine and learn the best or worst at once. This
counsel prevailed. 1t was decided to invite Scott
and Bentley to preach at Sharon, and as soon as it
was decided, Hugh MecCleary mounted his horse and
rode to 'Warren to deliver the invitation and to urge
its acceptance. The preachers came; in a day or
two Bentley returned, leaving Scott to continue the
meeting, who preached every night for three weeks.
Curiosity was aroused, but soon a deeper interest
began fo prevail. Some of his hearers having the
Word of God presented more clearly than they bad
ever heard it before, began to inquire, “Men and
‘brethren, what shall we do?” The inspired answer
was' given, and, in response to the gospel invitation
faithfully and affectionately given, several persons
presented themselves and were immediately, on the
simple profession of their faith in Jesus as the Son
of God, immersed in the Shenango River. .

This was a new and unprecedented course for that
place and time; and yet the preaching, which was
mainly from the Acts of the Apostles, seemed so
much like the reading of that book, and the practice
of Elder Scott in immersing forthwith those who
confessed their faith in the Savior, was so accordant
with the examples found in the inspired volume, that
no one seemed to think strange of what the Word
of God seemed so clearly to warrant.

After Elder Scott had left, the church made the
discovery that the converts immersed by him, although
they had obeyed the express teachings of Scripture,
had failed to conform to the usages of the Baptist
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Church; they had not appeared before a church-
meeting ; they had given in no experience, and it
was decided that they could not be received into the
church.

But there was another serious trouble that could
not be so easily disposed of. They could keep out
the new converts, who had never been formally ad-
mitted to the church ; but what was to be done with
those already in the church, who had received with
gladness the preaching of Bro. Scott as the truth of
God. Some of these were the most influential mem-
bers, and, moreover, were tolerant of the views held
by the church. As they had formerly held the same,
they desired, of course, that the rest should see as
they did; but they did not attempt to force their
views upon the church; they desired to be permitted
to hold them in peace, however, but at the same time
did not want to be bound by the creed and church
articles. The truth had made them free, and it was
impossible to submit to such yokes of bondage. All
this class sympathized with the new converts, who
had been refused admission into the church. In
their view, if the Lord, as they believed, had received
them, why should the church reject whom he had ac-
cepted ?

Those who were still attached “to Baptist views
were of a different spirit; those who had embraced
the new views, which, in their esteem, were rank
heresy, must either yield them or depart:-the same
church could not be the home of those who differed
so widely, This seemed to them a bitter alternative ;
and, while they were in doubt what ccurse they were
to pursue, measures were taken to drive them to the
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course they were anxious to avoid. As a last resort,
it was determined to send for Elder Thomas Camp-
bell, whose age, experience, and truly Christian spirit,
it was hoped, would be of great service in allaying
the troubles by which the church was distracted. - He
came a week or two before the meeting of the As-
sociation, or the June meeting, as it was called. With
apostolic zeal, tenderness, and affection, this godly
man labored for peace, urging the reception of
the new converts, who had deemed they were obey-
ing God when they had yielded to his truth, and
pleading with the church to let the Word of God, and
not the Articles of Faith, be the bend of union. For
three weeks he expostulated, besought, and prayed
them to be reconciled, but all in vain.

On the Thursday on which the June meeting began,
a number of preachers, mostly opposed to the views
held by Scott and his fellow-laborers, were present,
at a church-meeting, for the purpose of deciding all
the matters at issue. The case of the new converts
was brought up, and it was decided not to receive
them ; and then followed the case of those who had
favored the new teaching. Among these, George
Bentley, brother of the pastor of the Baptist Church
at Warren, who, with most of his flock, had dis-
carded the creed and church articles and come over
to the Bible ground, and the younger McCleary, were
most prominent, and the propriety of excluding them
was discussed.

The elder McCleary was mentioned as having iden-
tified himself with the obnokious party, but it was
concluded to spare him on account of his age and
the influence he possessed in the community, as all
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parties regarded him as a good man. They said:
“ Father McCleary, we regard you as a good Christian
man ; and though you have, in a measure, adopted
the views, and even broken bread with those who
have departed from the Baptist faith, we regard you
as having been led away by your sen and some
younger men ; but we want you te- stay with us: we
have confidence in you yet.” The old man arose,
and said, with great emotion: “Brethren, I can not
accept your offer; if you reject my brethren I
must go with them, for they are better men than I
an.”

On Friday they met again, the venerable Thomas
Campbell urging them to bury their differences and
live together in peace, but the breach could not be
healed; and on the next morning all who went to
the church saw over the door the inscription, “Let
no Campbellite put his foot over this threshhold!”
and all felt now that the crisis had come. Those for
whom the notice was intended wisely forbore to enter,
as that would only be to inflame those who were
already too much excited; and yet to be thus
rudely thrust out of the house in which they had
worshiped for years, was hard to bear; but they re-
membered that it was all because they had stood up
meekly, yet firmly, for the Word of God in its purity,
and they were comforted.

In the meantime Elders Scott and Bentley had ar-
rived, and, as their friends had been virtually ex-
cluded from the house of worship, they felt that it
would be imprudent for them to intrude.

The matter soon was noised abroad in the com-
munity, the greater portion ot which sympathized
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with those who had ‘been so'rudely treuted; and this
sympathy;soon assunged a’ definite. form.

Mr. Daafel Budd, nat a member of any church, had
a large baen which herfitted up and:seated’ on Satur-
day, and offered for the use-ofiScott'and Bentley.
On the following day:a:large: concourse of people
gathered tof hear them;.and the: circumstances by
which they:were surrounded inspired’the" preachers
with even mivre than wonted zeal'and earnestness.

They met again on ‘the following ddy, and. & new
cengregation was organized; consisting:of ‘seventeen
ors eighteen’ persons, who had 'been members:of the
Baptist Church; and of .the new converts who had
been baptized ‘by Scott at his® first” visit—in: all,
making nearly thirty. To these, additions were:made
rapidly, so that in a very short tine the newschurch
had:a membership of one hundreds; so that:the: per-
secution which they had ‘endured: turned “out'to the
advancement of the gospel.

Nb sooner; however, had they effected an organiza-
tionsthan the Baptist Church formally excluded all
whé, from among thém, had entéred:into thenew in-
terest. After the separation«tlie:bitterness of the
Baptists increased, .and:: they: -exercised 'a :jealous
watchfulness ‘over their miembers lest any of them
should become tainted with the new doctrines They
were not long in finding océasion for the exhibition
of their intolerant and persecuting:spirit.

Benjamin Reno and James Morford were among
the: most prominent members they had left, the for-
mer a deacon;the latter the clerk of the church. The
wives. of both of these had met with the Disciples at
Hubbard, and had participated with them in the
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Lord’s Supper. This was too grievous to be borneg,
and at the next church-meeting the case of the
offending parties was brought up. Such a flagrant
departure from Baptist usages and views admitted of
no excuse, and a resolution was passed to exclude
from their fellowship all who should commune with
the Disciples. James Morford, the clerk of the
church, threw down his pen and declared that he
would make record of no such ungodly act; and the
deacon, Benjamin Reno, arose and declared that he
could no longer remain with them after such a wicked"
and unchristian course, and left them and united with
the Disciples, who received him on the ground of his
well-known character and well-ordered life.

James Morford, however, remained, determined, if
possible, to obtain a letter of dismission from the
church; but when they found that he, too, was re-
solved to leave them, they not only refused him a
letter, but excluded him from their fellowship. This
threw him into great trouble, as be regarded it as a
great disgrace to be excluded from the church, and
feared, moreover, that his exclusion would prove a
barrier to his uniting with tbe Disciples. As he was
on his way home, greatly dejected at the turn which
matters had taken, he was passing the farm of James

“McCleary, one of the Disciples, who was at work
near the road, and hailed him, and desired to know
what had been done at the church-meeting. He
told his story, and the injurious treatment he had re-
ceived at the hands of his former brethren; but as
soon as he came to his exclusion, McCleary cried out,
“ James Morford, fall down on your knees and give
thanks to God that you are set free from such a
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people!” He found his exclusion to be no barrier
in the way of his reception by the Disciples, as his
chatacter was known to be blameless, and his exclu-
sion to be the result of religious bigotry.

The new church continued to grow in the favor of
God and the people, who knew that they had been
called to suffer for the truth’s sake, They continued
to meet for some time, like t_he ancient church, from
house to house, the Lord adding frequently to their
number. Elder Scott, who had begn with them in
the day of their trouble, visited them in their pros-
perity, and greatly strengthened them by his earnest
and efficient labors, and was himself greaily en-
couraged to see their growth in numbers and the fear
of the Lord, so that he could adopt the saying of the
beloved apostle, “I have no greater joy than to see
my children walk in truth!” Nor was the effect of
his labors a transient one, for though his voice has
long ceased to be heard on the banks of the Shen-
ango, and many of those whom he called into the
kingdom of Christ have departéd in glorious hope,
the cause he pleaded isstill alive and flourishing.

Before his death a commodious and substantial
brick chapel was erected by the congregation which
he aided to organize in the barn of a non-professor.
Very many of its members have removed to the West,
as many as fifty having left in a single season;
but they have carried with them the truth and
planted it wherever they have gone: and even now
some of its members are faithfully and successfully
advocating the claims of the religion of Jesus, and
bringing many into the fold of the Good Shepherd !
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CHAPTER XI.

Deerfield—Scott's ¥isit~4 Amos. Adlerton the skeptic--Conversiomof Aylette
Raines.

EERFIEED, Portage County, wasnnoted for the
'spirit 26f cearnestireligious inquiryvwhich pre-
vailed there foryyears before Scott visitéd that place
and gatheréd:sorrich a harvest. Thisowas the home
of Jonas Hartzéll and>many others; who: afterwards
aided so muchito spread the truth:inithat region.

As the result of the investigation' of religious mat-
ters in that:community, a'little societyswas formed for
the express purpose of¢examining!the Scriptures,
and, if possiblegarrivingzat something'like common
ground. This'little band was composéd: of Cornelius
P. Finch,.who=was a +M#&thodist preacher, and his
wife ; Ephraim'P. Hubbatd; an active: Miethodist, and
his wife, who#was a Baptist; Samuel>McGowan, a
Baptist, and his wife, who was a Presbyterian ; Peter
Hartzell, a Présbyteriamand his wife, 2'Baptist ; Jonas
Hartzell, a Presbyterian;and his wife, 8’ Methodist ; and
Gideon Hoadly, an active.and venerable'member of the
Methodist Church, and:a’few others. . Differing, as
they did, scarcely any two of the same. family being
of the same religious faith, they all agreed that the
New Testament was right; and that it was safe to re-
ceive whatever was recorded there. The sadly di-
vided state in which they at first found themselves
was soon discovered to-be'the effect of partyism, and
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the measurable unity which they soon attained from
an honest examination of the Word of God, they at-
tributed rightly to the power of the truth.

The questions examined by this little company were
of vital importance—such as the intelligibility of the
Scriptures, their all-sufficiency for the purposes of
enlightenment, the government of the church, the
conversion of the sinner, and the perfection of the
saint. They soon reached the conclusion that the
Scriptures were intelligible, for they could not con-
ceive how they could be a revelation from God unless
they were adapted to the common intelligence of
mankind ; and, if thus adapted to man’s wants and
capabilities, they felt that in them they had an in-
fallible and all-sufficient guide. Having settled upon
this, they were soon able rightly to decide other ques-
tions of importance growing out of the divided state
of the religious world, such as, “How does faith
come ?” “Which is first in order, faith or repent-
ance?” “Can the sinner believe and obey the gos-
pel without supernatural aid ?” “Is the Mosaic dis-
pensation still in force ?”” “Who is a proper subject,
and what the mode and design of baptism ?” “Should
the sinner be baptized on a confession of his faith in
Christ, or an approved experience?”’ These were
questions of grave import, when the different and
conflicting teachings under which they had severally
been brought up, are taken into the account ; but the
old chart led them to a safe, quiet harbor.

In the various families composing this little band,
Finch and his wife were the only ones who agreed ;
but when the “old paths” were found, it was easy
for all to walk and dwell together in peace and unity
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One of the members—Ephraim Hubbard—had
stipulated, on uniting with the Methodist Church
years before, that he should not be bound by the
Book of Discipline; but baptism by immersion had
been denied him by several ministers, on the ground
that it would amount to a denial of sprinkling, to
which he had been subjected in infancy. Hearing
that a baptism was to take place some miles distant
by what he deemed to be the only scriptural mode,
he took a change of clothing and started for the ap-
pointed place; on reaching it he found his brother,
who was a Methodist preacher, there, and informed
him of his purpose; his brother said, “ You can not
be more dissatisfied with your baptism than I am
with mine; and if I had a change of clothing I would
go with you.” That want was soon supplied, and
when the invitation was given for the candidates to
present themselves, the two brothers were the first
to do so.

He still retained his membership in the Methodist
Church, but the change which was continually going
on in his mind in consequence of increasing light,
soon led the preacher who was over the small charge
of which he was a member, to declare that Hubbard
and all those who agreed with him were not Method-
ists, as they acknowledged no other rule of faith and
practice save the Holy Scriptures ; and when his con-
gregation—about eighteen in number—were present,
he drew the line between those who sympathized with
him and the church and those who had adopted the
views entertained by Hubbard by asking all who were
Methodists to rise ; five did so, and thirteen stood up
for the Word of God.
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These, of course, had the sympathy of all in the
community who had become dissatisfied with the
teaching of the various religious parties with which
they were associated ; and the way having been pre-
pared by the meetings previously described, and the
discussions and investigations which had taken place
among them, they met to see if some way could not
be devised by which they all could be united in a
New Testament church. The chief difficulty was
that they had no model among them that they could
safely imitate; but having heard that there was a
church at Braceville on a strictly Bible foundation,
Hubbard and-Finch paid a visit to the church there,
and, to their great joy, found that it was true,

They invited Marcus Bosworth, who was the teacher
of the congregation, to visit and preach to them ; he
came, bringing with him Adamson Bentley, who, with
his congregation at Warren, had but a short time be-
fore accepted New Testament views, and abandoned
all human creeds+ and, under the teaching of these
godly men, all who had not been immersed received
that ordinance and were organized into a gospel
church; and Finch, who had preached among the
Methodists, was formally set apart to the work of the
ministry.

This little band grew and prospered rapidly,
Nearly all the men became public speakers ; among
them was Jonas Hartzell, who became a most zealous
and efficient public laborer both with tongue and
pen; and it was a current saying through the West-
ern Reserve that all the male members of the Deer-
field .church were preachers.

The visit of Elders Bentley and Bosworth opened
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the way for a visit from Scott, which was attended
with great success and permanent results,

More than forty years after that visit these lines
were penned at the scene of these labors amid those
who never will fotget him, who threw so much-light
on their pathway, and who expect, at no distant day,
to meet him in the better land.

A sister Allerton had been at Canton, Stark
County, for some time for medical treatment, and on
her return home was informed by her sister of the
religious changes which had taken place during her
absence. She told of the few disciples who had
begun to meet there, and said: “I have been to hear
them, and O sister! they reminded me of the twelve
who followed our Lord when on earth ; they are plain,
pious men; they talk just as the Bible reads: they
surely are the people of God!”

One of the most prominent persons in the com-
munity was Amos Allerton, a natural ruler of men,
tall, erect, sinewy, of strong mind and clear judg-
ment, which, in a measure, compensated for lack of
educational advantages; a man of noble impulses,
kind and helpful, yet severely just. In religious mat-
ters he was skeptical, rendered so by the discords and
conflicting views of the various religious bodies ; he
could not imagine how a system could be divine
which abounded in contradictions ; how God could
send men, as was then claimed, te preach doctrines
subversive of each other: he supposed that the Bible
must teach what the preachers of various denomina-
tions claimed that it did, and hence rejected the
Bible He had attempted to be religious according
to the popular theories of the day, but they did not
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satisfy either his mind or heart; he could not endure
to walk in doubt ox-darkness, or rest his hopes upon
transient feeling er a peradventure; he desired to
feel the rock undesw his feet; but the human ‘theories.
to which he was directed were as uncertain andi
unsafe as the desert sands.

It was noised abroad that Walter Scott would:
preach at a private house in the vicinity, and, as bi$
fame had preceded him, a large concourse assembled:
to hear him ; among the throng was Amos Allerton,
not at all favarably impressed by what he heard of
the preacher and his new doctrine, but on the eon-
trary, disposed to criticise and cavil. He had been
told that Scott preacked a water salvation (as his views
of baptism for the remission of sins were temmed),
and on that bright morning on his way to hear the
strange preacher, he had stopped at a clear hrook to
quench his thirst, and as he did so, he said in scorm
and disdain: “Can this element wash away sins #
Reaching the appointed place, he found in the
preachex not a glib and noisy religious polemic, but
a meek, earnest, and gifted advocate of the pure and
simple gospel of Jesus Christ, which he usfolded with
a clearness, tenderness, and earnestness that he had
never witnessed before. His skepticism yielded be-
fore the array of truth which was presented, and his
heart was touched with the love of Him who came to
save a lost world. He saw that the gospel call was
not to baptism only, but to an abandonment of sin to
an earnest, true, and pure life. He listened for hours,
which scarcely seemed more than minutes, every sen-
tence convincing his judgment and appealing to his
heart. The preacher closed with an appeal to those
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who believed the truth to avow their faith publicly in
the Son of God. :

Allerton started forward ; Ephraim Hubbard, a
faithful and earnest disciple, saw the movement and
trembled, thinking that he was advancing to make
some disturbance; but as he came nearer, he saw
eyes not flashing with the light of rebuke and con-
troversy, but melted to tenderness and tears, and
with a shout of joy he welcomed him gladly. With
profound earnestness he confessed his faith in the
Savior of mankind, and was the same day buried with
Christ by baptism ; and the sun on that day set on
few happier men than Amos Allerton. Nor was this
change a transient one, but a change of the entire
current of his thoughts and life; he soon began to
teach others to walk in the way upon which he him-
self had entered. His rare, clear sense and spotless
integrity soon made his influence felt, and a little
practice sufficed to enable him to present his thoughts
with a vigorous, common sense, and an earncstness
that it was difficult to resist.

Grateful for his own escape from the dominion of
doubt and chilling unbelief, he began to point out the
way of emancipation to others. The cross and its
bleeding Victim to move the heart, and the teachings
of Jesus to direct the life, were used with wonderful
power. His fame spread ; large audiences gathered
to hear the plain farmer, so suddenly transformed
into a preacher of righteousness; and the curiosity
which brought them to hear was, in many cases,
changed into a deep and abiding interest in the great
themes he presented ; and scores and hundreds were,
through his labors, brought to a knowledge of the
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way of life. Though destitute of the aids of learn-
ing, he was a vigorous and original thinker. His
Bible was his theological library; and from nature
and society he drew illustrations which all could un-.
derstand ; while his zeal, his earnestness, and his life,
all rendered his teaching searching, impressive, and
convincing.

Living yet in a vigorous old age, the moisture will"
gather in his eye, and his voice tremble with emotion
as he speaks of Scott, who, nearly half a century
since, helped him out of the perils of infidelity, and
pointed out the true pathway on which the true light
shineth, even the light of God.

Another incident connected with Scott’s first visit
to Deerfield is worthy of a place here. He presented
himself first at the residence of E. Hubbard and
offered to preach if a suitable place could be pro-
cured. He immediately went to consult Finch, who
was not in favor of Scott’s preaching, saying it would
ruin them. This was in consequence of the rumors
that were afloat with regard to his eccentricities and
the misrepresentations of his teachings. Hubbard
insisted, however, that Scott must preach, and the
Methodist church was procured. Finch was present,
and Scott had not completed his discourse before he
was convinced that he could sit at his feet in matters
pertaining to a knowledge of New Testament Christ-
ianity. Hubbard himself soon became a public
teacher ; and so prudent and careful was he; that a
Lutheran minister of fine abilities and education,
after listening to him, said: “ Mr. Hubbard, I came
here to criticise you and point out your errors.”
“Why do you not do so then?’ he asked. ‘ Be-
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cause,” he replied, “you have said nething but that
which I feel compelled warmly to appreve.” And it
was not very long after that this same minister gave
up his place as pastor of a large cemgregation, his
salary, reputation, and all that could bind a man to a
powerful and influential religious party, to receive
baptism at the hands of a plain farmer who, with the
Bible in his hands, could teach Christianity as it came
from the apostles of the Lamb.

Hubbard, after a long, honerable, and usefiil career,
still lives at the age of fourscore, the days of his
active usefulness past, but waiting patiently for his
change in glorious hope, trusting to say with his
latest breath, “Thanks be to God that giveth us the
victory !”

Daniel Hayden, now living at Deerfield, traveled
much with Scott in those stirring times, retains many
vivid and pleasant reeollections of him. When he
first saw him, though entirely ignorant/ as to who he
was, he set him down as one who could make good a
claim to greatness. Scott was a rapid rider, and
when remonstrated with on the matter justified him-
self by the plea that the King’s business. required
haste. As they rode along one day, he said: “Bro.
Hayden, I was a grown man before I ever saw a full-
grown forest tree. I was brought up in the great city
of Edinburgh and knew nothing of the country and
forest, and the various kinds of trees ; and now, brother,
I want you to tell me the name of that noble tree by
the roadside.” “That,” said Hayden, “is a white-
oak.” “Hold my horse,” said Scott”—and, leaping
to the ground, ran to the tree, and in a little while
marked all its peculiarities, plucked one of its leaves,
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imprinted its form on his memory, and that species
was known forever after. This was frequently re-
peated when he saw a tree with the name of which
he was unacquainted, and as Hayden was an expert
woodsman he made rapid progress, and was soon as
able to distinguish and name the different growths as
his instructor.

In the freedom of their social intercourse, Hayden
once ventured the remark that his charity was too
profuse for one of his limited means, and that it
should never be carried to the extent of causing in-
convenience to his own household. At this he
winced a little, for it was true—his kindness of heart
was apt to make him forget all considerations of pru-
dence ; for, though no man could love his family more
tenderly than did he, yet he could not help giving
whatever he had to the nearest needy object, leaving
himself often in as great need as the object of his
benevolence lately had been. In a word, the needs
of others ever seemed to him greater than his own.
It was not in his nature to say no when he had a
dollar in his purse or a garment beyond what he had
or, when others needed one or the other or both
Well knowing this weakness, if weakness it were,
Hayden said: “ Bro. Scott, you ought not to handle
a dollar; whatever means you have ought to be in
the hands of some one with less sympathy and more
judgment than yourself, to manage for you, and see
that your own are well cared for before others are
helped. Instead of becoming offended, he replied
pleasantly : “ Bro. Hayden, I believe you are right;
you are a good manager, a man of thrift and pru-
dence—will you do me this service?” “I will,” was
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the reply. “You are the very man for the work,”
said Scott, “and I will hold you to it.”

While Scott was on a visit to Father Hayden’s,
near Youngstown, it was announced that Lawrence
Greatrake, a Baptist preacher, notorious for his oppo-
sition to the Disciples, would preach in the vicinity.
Scott determined to go and hear him, but fearing
that he might be provoked to a reply by a man who
was coarse and rude in his assaults, the family per-
suaded him not to go. He started off, but at part-
ing told them to be sure to go and hear the Great
Rake. After going some distance he changed his
mind, rode to the place of meeting, and instead of
going in went to an open window in the rear of the
building, close to the pulpit. The preacher took the
pulpit, and in his prayer, as preparatory to his medi-
tated onslaught on the Disciples, said: “O Lord, do
thou restrain or remove those wolves who are going
about in sheep’s clothing, scattering. the flock and
destroying the lambs.” At this point Scott, in a voice
that could be heard by all present, uttered a hearty
“amen,” which so disconcerted the preacher that it
was with difficulty that he could finish his prayer.

It was in the early part of the year 1828 that Ay-
lette Raines, a Universalist preacher, a young man of
fine abilities, formed an acquaintance with Scott, the
result of which was the abandonment of his former
views and embracing and successfully advocating
those set forth by his new and gifted friend. Raines
had heard of the new preacher, and also the current
but distorted rumors with regard to his teaching,
and his curiosity being aroused he sought an oppor-
tunity of hearing him, intending, if possible, to draw
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him into a discussion, supposing the views of Scott
to be as vulnerable as'those of other religious bodies,
which, on account of their partial, one-sided, and even
contradictory nature, ie found but little difficulty in
overthrowing,

The first discourse he heard from Scott was in
his best vein, clear, convincing, scriptural-—so much
so that Raines saw in it much to admire and noth-
ing to condemn; and when at the close, as was
his custom, he invited any one present to make
any remarks he might think proper, Raines arose
and expressed his great pleasure and- warm ap-
proval of all that he had heard. After this he went
to hear Scott frequently, not to cavil but to learn, for
he soon perceived that he had no particular system
of religious philosophy to advance, but set forth Bible
truth with a vigor and simplicity that was entirely
new.

The system advocated by Raines did not deny
the future punishment of the wicked, but set forth
that it would be limited in duration, and that the
subjects of it would finally be made hely and happy.
This view Scott described as a gospel to get people
out of hell, and that which he preached as designed
to prevent them from going there—the one adapted
to this world ; the other, even if true, adapted only to
the world to come, and consequently that it was use-
less to preach it here.

Soon the views of Raines underwent a marked
change, and he sought his friend Ebenezer Williams,
the ablest advocate of Universalism in that region,
and laid before him the change which had taken
place in his mind and the reasons for it. These
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were heard and carefully canvassed. The two friends
spent many of the hours usually devoted to sleep in
an earnest and candid examination of the Scriptures,
and the result was that Williams was soon as firmly
convinced of the truth of the views held by his amia-
ble and gifted young friend, which he had learned from
the lips of Scott, as he was himself; and together they
went down to a small lake near at hand and mutually
baptized each other in its clear waters. They then
threw themselves with the utmost energy into the
work of preaching the gospel as distinguished from
human systems, and with great success.

The first fruits of the labors of Raines alone, within
a few weeks after his baptism, was the conversion
of about fifty persons, including three Universalist
preachers. Hundreds have been turned from their
sins by their united and earnest labors, and Universal-
ism has never received heavier or deadlier blows than
those dealt with the sword of the Spirit in the hands
of Ebenezer Williams and Aylette Raines. Nearly
half a century has passed, and each succeeding year
has only proved that they abandoned destructive
error for saving truth. Williams not long ago
departed to his rest; Raines still lingers on the
shores of time, his work nearly done, his reward not
distant.
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CHAPTER XII.

“Changes wrought-—SAmeddotes—Toad ssky-high-—Neéither ‘for: God :nor
devil — Meeting <6f “'the Association—Scott rrerappointed—AWilliam
Hayden:givenrasféllow-Jaborer.

N OR morithstthe scenessdt New Lisbon, ‘Warren,
1 Deerfield,zand otheripoiritssalready:moted,»were
repeated “with it -slight vwariation sat-various cother
places. Suthva «¢hange zas “took jplace vwithin ' the
bounds 6f the ' Mdhoning Assoctation uniderthe dabors
of Scott*has=seldom beencequated. .Apathyrand in-
difference vwanished, theddry rbones in: the ‘Mahoning
Valley wererclothied with -flesh: andiblood:and -stood
upright, - professors ‘were rrouséd ' to .arnew and:un-
wontédzzeal;and cevery-where-sinners-became ‘deeply
concerned. The.Biblevwas read-with new interest,
for the peopleihadilearnéd:that:it wasrnot-a<dead
letter, but: the’ living wordcof the: living!God. ~The
new views:were-canvassed in everyvillage and:almost
every dwelling. “Men from forest, field,~and-work-
shop gladly “heard =and ~willingly ~obeyed :a “gospel
which was:butza republication of that first preached
in Judea jiand many of these; in’ turn, told to others
the story that-had won. their hearts’ by its sweetness
and simplicity.
. The:beautiful “Mhhoning became assecond: Jordan,
and Scott:another, John calling on the people to pre-
pare the way ofithe Lord. Every-where among the
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new converts arose men earnest and bold as the Gal-
ilean fishermen, telling, too, the same story, calling
their neighbors to repentance, and baptizing them in
its clear waters. The small lakes within the same
district became distinguished for baptismal scenes;
and frequently by the blaze of torches or the moon’s
pale beams individuals and families, like that of the
Philippian jailer, were baptized at the same hour of
the night.

Those scenes had a strange significance, and
looked so much like those described in the Word
of God, that the simple administration was more
powerful than argument to convince bystanders that
this was the true gospel baptism.

The changed lives of the converts, their love for
each other, their zeal for the welfare of their neigh-
bors, and the signal ability with which ignorant and
unlearned men, armed with the truth of God alone,
could silence opposers who had all the advantages of
libraries and learning, made upon those who saw and
heard a deep and lasting impression.

The strange captivating eloquence of Scott drew
crowds whenever it was known that he would preach,
and he was not slow to make, as well as to embrace,
opportunities. In the groves, which have been well
called God's first temples, he would discourse with
rare eloquence and power during the day, and at
night in barn, school-house, or private dwelling he
would discourse to smaller but still more deeply in-
terested audiences, consisting not of those who were
drawn together from mere curiosity or from admira-
tion of his wonderful powers, but of those upon whose
hearts the truth had made an impression, earnest
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searchers after the right ways of God, who followed
and listened, and sought not in vain.

Alone at first he labored, but soon he found earn-
est and faithful helpers, not only among those who
had been teaching the way of the Lord yet imper-
fectly, and who gladly accepted the truth as he pre-
sented it; but, in addition to these, many of his
converts to whom the popular theories were contra-
dictory and distasteful, as soon as the truth, harmony,
and consistency of the gospel was presented, received
it gladly, and with great plainness and power urged
upon their neighbors that which had brought such
comfort and blessing to their own souls,

Nor were instances rare of skeptics abandoning
their skepticism and becoming the advocates, not of
modern but New Testament Christianity. Men em-
inent in various professions saw a truth and beauty
in the simple gospel and yielded to its charms, and
even many whe had publicly opposed it from the
pulpit not only ceased their opposition but became its
advocates. Nearly every convert became a preacher
either in public or private; the New Testament was
studied by day and meditated upon by night; scarcely
a Disciple could be found without a small copy of the
Sacred Oracles in his pocket as his daily companion ;
numbers had their minds so stored with its truths
that they could readily quote from memory whatever
the occasion demanded—so much so that they were
known as book men, the men of one book, and in a
few cases as “walking Bibles.”

Wholly absorbed, as Elder Scott was, in making
known the truths which to him and thousands who
heard him possessed the charm almost of a new rev«
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elatiom;, it is: not @ matter of wonder that such un-
wonted!zeal and devotion should lead hins fmto what
to-cold! and! undemonstrative natures seemed as en-
thusiasm: and- eccentricity. This;,indeed), tosk place
in many’instances when the preacher coultti say with
truth,. “ T speak the: words of truth'and. soBermess”—
and his fire; and:zeal} and earnestness were: regarded
as eccentricity only/because they were so,unusual,
He: realized. the danger of hiss fellow=men: more
vividly than they-did themselves, and'the:torper and
indifference of ‘proféssed: Christians:led’ himroffen to
such a" course asswas.well calculated:to alarny and
arouse:those that:weresatfease in Zion:. Hissenthu-
siasm was always an enlightened one, atd:hissfre-
quent singularity of ‘manner never:led inté:extrava-
gancies that involved the substitution of merechuman
appliances for the teaching:of the-Word ‘of God 'in-
deed, his eccentricities arose fromi:the-fdct thatthe
possessed a deeper sense -of . the importancezofithe
truth he had in charge than most men of his time.
Many instances illustrative of ' this: peculiarity sare
current. One of the most notable:isthe following :
Riding into a village near therclose of the:dayyhe
addressed himself to the schoolchildren whoeowere .
returning home from school, in $uch: a *way that he
soon had quite a circle of them:gathered round:him.
He then said to them: “Children; hbld up your left:
hands.” They all did so, anticipating some “sportc
“ Now,” said he, “ beginning with your thumb repeat:
what I say to you: Faith, repentancesbaptism; remiss
sion of sins, gift of the Holy Spirit—that: takésup
all your fingers. Now, again: Faith, repentance;.
baptism, remission of sins, gift of the Holy  Spirit."
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Now, again, faster, altogether: I7aith, repentance,
baptism, remission of sins, gift of the Holy Spirit—
and thus- he continued until they all could repeat it
in concert, like & column of the mul'tiplication table.
They were all intensely amused, thinlting that he was
a harmless, crazy man.. He then said: “ Children,
now run home—don’t forget what is on your fingers,
and tell your parents that a man will preach the gos-
pel to-night at the.school-house, as you have:it on the.
five fingers of your hands.” Away went the:children,
in great glee, repeating as they went, “Faith; repent-
ance, baptism, remission of sins, gift of the Holy
Spirit "—and soon the story was rehearsed in nearly
every house of the village and neighborhood ; and long
before the hour of meeting the house was thronged;
and, of course, not a few of the-children were there,
all expecting to have great sport with the crazy man.

The preacher rose, opened his meeting, and entered.
upon a: plain and simple presentation:of the gospel.
But, alas! most of his hearers ‘were Baptists of the
ultra. €alvinistic school, who. would much rather have
heard: a discourse upon total depravity or uncondi-
tional election than the theme in which the speaker
was endeavoring to interest them.. They, perhaps, like
the children, had anticipated some sport, but, whether
it was from indifference: or disappointment, they paid
but little attention, and many of them fell asleep.

Sad, too, was the disappointment of the little peo-
ple who had crowded to the front seats. to enjoy the
anticipated sport, for they discovered that he was not
a crazy man after all. They were getting tired, too,
and, like the older ones who were awake, wished
that the speaker would close.
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But soon the scene changed. Addressing himself
abruptly to the little boys, who were getting restless,
he said: “Boys, did you ever play toad sky-high ?’
They all brightened up in a moment. Now, they
thought, the fun is coming at last. “Well, boys,” he
proceeded, “I'll tell you how we used to play it in
Scotland. First, we caught a toad, and went out into
a clear open place, and got a log or a big stone, and
across this we laid a plank or board, one end of which
rested on the ground and the other stuck up in the
air. We then placed the toad on the lower end, and
took a big stick and struck the upper part of the
board with all our might. The other end flew up,
and away went the toad sky-high.” At this the boys
all laughed, and the sleepers rubbed their eyes and
looked round to see what was the matter—and the
speaker went on: “But, boys, that was not right;
that toad was one of God’s creatures, and could feel
pain as well as any of you. It was a poor, harmless
thing, and it was wicked for us boys to send it thus
flying through the air, for in most cases, when the
toad came down the poor thing would be dead—and,
boys, we felt very badly when we saw the blood
staining its brown skin and its body bruised and its
limbs broken, and lying motionless upon the grass
through which it had hopped so merrily a few minutes
before.” ‘

The boys began to feel very serious at this; but
when he went on and described the enormity of such
thoughtless wickedness, which ended in taking a life
which could not be restored, ma’ny of them were
moved to tears at the sad fate of the poor toad. Then
turning to his audience, who had become aroused and
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interested, he burst upon them with words of bitter
and scorching rebuke, asking what they, professed
Christians, thought of themselves, going to sleep
under the story of a Savior's death and a Savior's -
love, while the hearts of the children were melted,
and their tears flowing at the recital of the sufferings
of a poor toad.

Soon his hearers were as much interested as the
children lately had been; and though the preacher
remained for quite a season in their midst, he never
again addressed a listless and sleepy audience ; the
interest increased with every evening, and many had
reason to be grateful to God that they.had ever heard
the preacher, who made the children circulate his ap-
pointment by sending them home with the gospel on
their fingers.

On another occasion he was requested to preach
one evening in a school-house near Warren, and,
judging from the nature of the invitation, he fully
expected to meet a good audience ; but on reaching
the place he found but few assembled, and concluded
that he would not preach. After waiting until it was
evident that no more would come, he rose and re-
marked that being a stranger to them, and they
strangers to him, he had not sufficient knowledge of
their views, feelings, and wants, to adapt his address
to them without some further information. He then
asked all who were present who were on the Lord’s side
to arise. . As he anticipated, no one got up. He then
asked all who were in favor of the devil to rise, but
no one responded to the invitation. After looking
at them for a few moments, he said that he had never
seen such an audience before ; if they had stood up
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either for God or the devil he would have known how
to address them: as the matter stood, he would have
to study their case, and try, if possible, to meet it,
and that he would be back the next evening at the
same hour to give them the result of his reflections.
He then took his hat and departed.

The next evening, as might have been expected,
the house was not large enough for the audience, for
all who were present on the previous evening spread
abroad the appointment, and thus excited the curios-
ity of the eéntire community; nor did the meeting
close until curiosity yielded to a deeper feeling, and
the truth achieved a wictory.

In such labors as these the months went by umtil
August, the appointed time for the meeting of the
Association, which this year met at Warren, amnd
proved te be a most interesting and jeyhal occasion.
For years before the attendance had not been large,
and chilling reports of the want of success had sad-
dened the hearts of its members. The imcrease of
numbers by conversion scarcely replaced the ravages
by death and vacancies by reason of apestasy and
exclusion ; but now a great and delightful change had
taken place—the number of converts far exceeded
that of the entire membership of the Association at
the beginning of the year when Scott entered upon
his labors ; some of the churches had doubled their
numbers ; new churches had been formed; the con-
verts were, distinguished by unusual zeal and activ-
ity, and many of them were present to add to the glad-
ness which prevailed and to partake of the joy. Not
far from one thousand new converts had been made,
and a new life had been infused into the churches,
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and, as .a consequence, great joy prevailed, and the
routine of business for a season gave way to mutual
congratulations on the success of the gospel, to
prayer and praise.

Among the converts were those from different
religious bedies, and also sewveral preachers who had
abandoned their various creeds, and it now became a
serious question whether all those various elements
could be hammonized and unite upon the common
basis of the Word of God.

It was well known that Aylette Raines, who Had
heretofore been a zealous Universalist, still retained
his opinions with regard to the final restoration of the
entire race to the favor of God, and it was feared that
it would work injuriously were he not required to
make a public recantation of the cobnoxious senti-
ments, and quite a number of the members of the
Association were unwilling to receive him unless he
should do so.

When it is remembered that nearly all present had
been reared under one or the other of the various
party creeds; and that the Association had been long
committed to the doctrines set forth in the Philadel-
phia Confession of Faith, this will not be wondered
at—the wonder will be rather that they were able to
rise above the influenc<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>