




PRACTICAL 

BIBLE STUDIES 


Volume I 

Genesis -Esther 


Johnny Ramsey 

HESTER PUBLICATIONS 

165 Gibson Drive 


Henderson, Tennessee 38340 

731-989-6625 FAX 731-983-3100 


shester@iliu.edu 


mailto:shester@iliu.edu


First printing 

1986 


731-989-6625 FAX 731-983-3100 
shester@fhu.edu 

mailto:shester@fhu.edu




Preface 

For a number of years brethren in many places have com­

plained about the quality of Bible study materials. Especially 
in the area of teenage and adult classes. requests for chal­
lenging lessons have come forth. Due to the help and encour­
agement of godly congregations and spiritual elders and 
preachers. we have taken up the task and priVilege ofproduc­
ing these materials. In a series of four books we will cover the 
entire Bible. The first section will be Genesis through Esther 
followed by Job through MalachL Then. in the New Testa­
ment. we will have Matthew through ColoSSians and last. 
1 Thessalonians through Revelation. The entire series will 
be called: 

PRACTICAL BIBLE STUDIES 

Special sections for serious reflection. meditation. ques­
tions and discussions will appear .toward the close of each 
book of the Bible. May we use these lessons to the glory ofGod 
and the edification of the church of our Lord. 

Special appreciation is now expressed to Betty Martin for 
her tremendous help in typing these materials. 

Let us grow in the grace and knowledge of things divine. 
holy and eternal (II Peter 3: 18). 

-Johnny Ramsey 
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GENESIS 

In the beginrnng-God! What a marvelous start to the 

Bible! Genesis is indeed a rich storehouse of divine knowl­
edge that propels us to a closer walk With our Creator. The 
first stanza of Holy Scripture ties us to other magrnficent 
passages in Psalms and Dantel particularly: 

Psalms 33:9 - God spake and it was done. 

Psalms 24:1 - The earth is the Lord's. 

Psalms 66:7 - He ruleth by His power forever. 

Psalms 93:1 - God reigneth; He is clothed with majesty. 


What a joy it is to serve the Almighty who made us in His 
image even as He created the heaven and the earth (Genesis 
1: I, 26). His eternal power and Godhead have been powerfully 
set forth (Romans 1:18-25). Truly, as the poet proclaimed so 
do we ardently agree: 

"There will always be Godl" 

In the book of Psalms we find many beautiful thoughts 
concerning our Maker that ought to produce Within us a 
desire to worship Him in the beauty of hollnes~ as we give 
God the glory due His matchless name (I ChroIilic1es 16:29; 
Isaiah 43:7). Let us combine the thoughts frorb Psalms in 
these words: 

14:2 - God looks down from heaven upon mankind. 
19:1 - His handiwork is powerfully seen and deeply admired. 
89:7 - We should bow in adoration before Him! 


8:3-4 - We should daily consider how glorious He is. 

116:12 - What shall we render unto God for all these blessings? 

Remember this logical approach: 

Something is ... 
But something cannot come from nothing... 
Therefore: Something has always been... 
I call that something-GodI 
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It Is far more intellIgent to believe L'1c Bible view: of creation 
than to accept anything else. Mind over matter is the wiser 
thought. by far. than to accept the evolutionary absurdity 
that matter preceded mind. For example. the fact that one 
holds a watch in his hand suggests a watchmaker. No one 
believes the watch created a skilled techniCian but rather 
that a man made the watch. We believe that Jehovah created 
man just as the Bible says. Therefor.e we should always 
remember that we are the sheep of His hand and humbly 
worship Him (Psalms 95:6-7). Remember. too. that God made 
man full-grown. He did not create a baby that evolved into a 
man! That must be the way He also made the world and all 
things therein. 

In Genesis we have three major passages that form the 
background for the rest of the Bible. From 3 :15.22:18 and 
49:10 of this book of beginnings we learn that a Savior is 
coming to defeat Satan. provide salvation for all mankind and 
to establish an everlasting ki!J.gdom of peace! What a noble 
arrangement heaven has,se(forth for the redemption of us 
all. How eternally gI9kful

./ 

we ought to be for the sublime love. 
mercy and gra,ce-God desires to bestow upon us. One gospel 
song contains these marvelous words: 

o the love that drew salvatton's plan! 
o the grace that brought it down to man! 
o the mighty gUlf that God did span 
At Calvary! 

It is significant that these three verses. 3:15. 22:18 and 
49:10. follow the tragic work of the Devil with Adam and Eve. 
In Revelation 12:9 we learn that the serpent in the Garden of 
Eden was the deceiv~r of the whole world. Satan! According 
to Romans 5:12 and Isaiah 59:1-2 sin had come to separate 
man from God and to introduce death. Adam and Eve were 
purged from the Garden and from the tree of life. Jehovah. at 
this point. made it dear to the Devil. however. that heaven 
had a plan to ultimately defeat Satan. In GeneSis 3:15 God 
stated that the seed of woman would crush the power of evil. 
This is the first promise of the MeSSiah in the Bible and it 
speaks of the virgin birth ofChnist. Isaiah 7:14 tells us that a 
virgin would bear a son and he 'w"Owd be Immanuel or "God 
wi th us." Micah 5:2 predicted that Bethlehem ofJudea would 
be the place of this unique birth. Matthew 1:21-23 confirms 
that all of these prophecies took place when Mary. the virgin. 
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gave birth to Jesus, the Savior. In Galatians 4:4 the apostle 
Paul affirmed that God sent forth His Son, bom oja woman. 
Just as a woman introduced sin into the world so also did 
woman introduce the Savior as the remedy for sin (I Timothy 
2:15). 

Many New Testament passages tell us of victory in Jesus 
Christ over Satan, sin and death. The Redeemer is more pow­
erful than the Devil (I John 4:4) and proved it by casting out 
demons (Mark 3:27). By His sinless life and triumphant 
death our great enemy was defeated (John 12:31-33; Hebrews 
2:14). The last paragraph of! Corinthians 15 forever shows 
that the seed ofwoman overwhelmed the Devil and thus gives 
us hope of everlasting life. 

Then, in Genesis 22:18 we rejoice to see that God chose a 
family through whom Christ would come. The seed of Abra­
ham was preserved so that a Savior would come upon the 
human scene to provide redemption for sinners like you and 
me. All mankind has hope of cleansing from sin beca~se the 
seed ofAbraham produced the One who alone can redeem us 
from iniquity. In Galatians 3:16 Paul wrote clearly that the 
seed of Abraham was Christ! At the end of the third chapter 
of Galatians we are told that those baptized into Christ 
become Abraham's seed and heirs of promise. Genesis truly 
forms the basis of NewTestament Christianity. How valuable, 
indeed, is a careful study of this first Bible book. We ought to 
be extremely thankful for God's plan that begins in Genesis 
and is finalized in the halls of heaven I 

In Genesis 49:10 we come to one of the most eloquent ofall 
Bible passages. By the end of Genesis, in a practical way, 
Abraham's seed is basically found in some 75 people who are 
known as Jacob and his 12 sons and their families. As the 
patriarch Jacob is about to die he pronounces his last will 
and testament. We have it in written form in this chapter. 
The choice blessing is given to Judah in the beautifui prom­
ise that power and authOlity will be vested in Judah and 
manifested in Shiloh or the bearer of peace. The spiritual 
Ruler promised in 49:10 isnone other than Christ. the Prince 
of Peaceqsaiah 9:6; Luke 2:14). The prediction that such a 
mighty One would come from Judah is documented in two 
New Testament verses: 

Hebrews 7:14 - It is eVident that our Lord sprang 
out ofJudah. 
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Revelation 5:5 - The Lion of the tribe ofJudah ... 

These three brilliant verses, 3:15, 22:18 and 49:10 of Genesis, 
cogently prepare us for the rest of the Bible and center in the 
Christ, our blessed Savior and Friend. He is the solid founda­
tion of Bible teaching. 

Great Lessons Learned In Genesis 

A. 	THE POWER OF FAITH 
1. Abel in chapter 4: In Hebrews 11:4 we learn that Abel 

still speaks to us through his genuine trust in God. He 
obeyed the command of the Creator in regard to proper 
worship and devotion (Romans 10:17). 

2. 	Enoch walked with God (Hebrews 11:5). 
3. 	Noah built the Ark exactly as Jehovah instructed 

(Genesis 6:22; Hebrews 11 :7). He is called a preacher of 
righteousness (II Peter 2:5). 

4. 	Abraham is often called "the father of the faithful." 
What a great and loyal man! Read Genesis 26:5, 
Romans 4:20 and Hebrews 11:17-19). 

5. 	Joseph is truly one of the unsung heroes of the Bible 
because of his unselfish spirit and keen determination 
to serve God's purpose. Read Genesis 45:5,50:20,39:5 
and Hebrews 11:22 (Joshua 24:32; Genesis 50:25). 

B. 	THE SINS OF PRIDE, SELFISHNESS AND JEALOUSY 
1. 	Cain's infamous question in 4 :9-"Am I my brother's 

keeper?" 
2 . The Tower of Babel: Genesis l1:4-"Let us make a 

name for ourselves." 
3. 	Lot's decision to pitch his tent toward Sodom! Read 

13:10-13 with I John 2:15-17. 
4. 	Chapter 18 tells of the end result of this decIsion. The 

immorality of Sodom had a tragic effect upon Lot's 
family. One of the great questions of the Bible comes 
out of this section: Genesis 18:25-Shall not the Judge 
ojall the earth do right? 

5. ·Jealousy, as seen in the lives of Esau and Jacob (chap­
ter 27) and Joseph's brothers toward him (chapter 37) 
prove what Proverbs 14:30 states: Envy is the rotten­
ness oJ the bones. See also Galatians 5:19-21. 
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C. 	GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY IS CLEARLY MANIFESTED 
Though men may be as unstable as water (Genesis 49:4). 
our Creator never changes (Malachi 3:6). For that con­
stant certainty we should be forever grateful. Though 
human feelings may deceive (Genesis 37:35), divine reve­
lation is clear and definite and honest (II COrinthians 
1:13). 
1. 	Genesis 9: The rainbow still reminds us of Jehovah's 

power to keep His word! 
2. 	Genesis 18: He will punish evil-doers. 
3. 	Genesis 22: He did preserve Abraham's Seed so that a 

Savior came! 
4. 	Genesis 16:13: God does see us at all times. "Thou, 0 

God, seest me." Read also Proverbs 15:3 and Hebrews 
4:13. 

5. 	Luke 17:32 tells us to remember Lot's wife. God warns 
us not to look back to a life of sin (II Peter 2:21) but to 
press on to greater moments of spirituality (Philippi­
ans 3:14). 

D. LASTING MEMENTOES FROM GENESIS 
1. 	The Law of Procreation. After miraculously and in­

stantly creating man out of the dust of the ground 
(Genesis 2), God set in motion the natural law of pro­
creation: "Multiply and replenish the earth." That sys­
tem cannot be perpetuated by homosexuals or lesbi­
ans. Moral purity is demanded (Hebrews 12:14; 13:4). 

2. 	The Tree oj Life in the Garden of Eden (and the same 
tree in Paradise or the garden of God in Revelation 22 
show the continuity of heaven's plan. 'Obedience to 
Christ provides for us what sin destroyed, for Adam and 
Eve. Nothing is more precious than co~munion with 
Deity. Read Hebrews 5:9, I John 5:3 and Revelation 
22:14. 

3. 	Melchtzedek: Genesis 14 and Hebrews 7. In one of the 
Bible's deepest arguments, the inspired writer of He­
brews compares Christ and Melchizedek as he con­
trasts the Old and New Covenants. To prove that Chris­
tianity was superior to Judaism, so that Hebrew 
Christians would stay wi th t.'f-te Lord and not go back to 
Moses, the point is made that Christ ts superior to 
Moses just as Melchizedek was greater than Abraham. 
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The Levitical priesthood system of the Jews came out of 
the heritage ofAbraham. but the father of that arrange­
ment. Abraham. acknowledged that he was inferior to 
Melchizedek by offering gifts to him and being blessed 
by him as he bowed before Melchizedek (Genesis 14). 
The wrtterofHebrews then concluded in Hebrews 7:21. 
"Christ is a priest forever after the order of Melchi­
zedek." A brief encounter in Genesis 14 is made clear 
by this reference in the New Testament. 

E. 	THE LAND PROMISE TO ABRAHAM'S SEED 
In Genesis 12:7 and 15:18. that great man of God is told by 
the Creator that the land of Canaan would be given to the 
descendants of Abraham some 400 years later. after a 
period of bondage. The exact boundaries are specified. 
and in Joshua 1:4. 2:24.21:43 and 23:14 the fulfillment of 
this promise was absolutely a reality. Anyone today who 
teaches that the land promise to Abraham has not yet 
been fulfilled is violating clear-cut Bible teaching! 

F. 	THE MEANING OF ISRAEL TODAY 
In Genesis 32 and Hosea 12 we learn that Jacob's name 
was changed to Israel. That word means "Prince of God" 
or "those who have power With God." In Galatians 6:16 we 
learn that Christians make up the Israel of God today. See 
also Philippians 3:3 and Galatians 3:29. There is no dis­
tinction between the Jew and the Greek, is the message 
of the gospel in Romans 10:12. for God is no respecter of 
persons (Romans 2: 11 ). All those who obey the Lord have 
power With God (Acts 10:34-35). Salvation in New Testa­
ment days comes not by physical birth. but by the new 
birth (Hebrews 8:6-13; John 3:1-7). It is not a matter of 
earthly inheritance but spiritual relationship. 

G. 	THE BREVITY AND UNCERTAINTY OF LIFE 
Isaac spoke for all ofus in 27:2 of GeneSis: "I know not the 
day of my death," How SWiftly time passes and how sud­
denly death comes. We must, therefore. be ready at all 
times to meet the Lord in that inevitable Day ofJudgment 
(Hebrews 9:27). Truly. there is but a step between us and 
death. as we learn in I Samuel 20:3. 
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H. SUMMATION VERSE FOR CONTENTS OF GENESIS 
I John 3:8 tells us: "For this cause was the Son of God 
made known, that he might destroy the works of the 
deVil." Through the Virgin birth of Christ, the promised 
One of Abraham's seed and the Prince of Peace from 
Judah, the demons in hell are made to tremble (James 
2:19). Christians have every right to be cheerful and 
optimistic even as Paul stated in Philippians 4:13; "I can 
do all things through Christ who gives me strength." 
Genesis boldly promised that a SaVior was coming. Praise 
God that Christ did come and that whenHe comes again 
we shall meet Him in the air and be forever with the Lord. 
Read I Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

Questions Based on the Text of Genesis 

A 	 What lessons do we learn on the subject oj obedience 
from: 

1. 	Cain and Abel-I John 3:12? 
2. 	Noah and the Ark-Genesis 6:22? 
3. The Life ofAbraham-Genesis 26:5? 
Does God mean what He says? 

B. 	What does the Bible account teach us in Genesis 2 con­
cerning the establishment oj the first divine institution 
(marriage)? See Matthew 5:31-32, 19:1-9 and Malachi 
2:16. 

C. 	The Way oj Cain is referred to in Jude 11. What charac­
teristics do we find in his life that we need to avoid? 

D. 	The Tower oj Babel incident in Genesis 11 has several 
practical pOints. Find them and discuss byway of applica­
tion to us. Use John 17:20-21 and I Corinthi~ns 1:10-13 
and Romans 15:6. 

E. 	Esau and his descendants make interesting background 
material for consideration. The crude Herodian family of 
the first century came out of that heritage. Material for 
discussion could well be Obadiah 3 and Hebrews 12:16­
17. What a price Esau paid for temporary pleasure! May 
we never be lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God. 
Read II Timothy 3:4 and Matthew 6:33. 
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F. 	Canjeelings deceive us today? Read Deuteronomy 12:8 
and Proverbs 14:12 as you recall Jacob believing Joseph to 
be dead (Genesis 37), even as Paul admitted his feelings to 
be wrong when he persecuted Christianity. See Acts 23:1, 
26:9 and I Timothy 1:15. 

G. 	Joseph's brave and pure decision to resist evil is clearly 
set forth in 39:1-9. Especially notice and discuss verses 5 
and 9. See also Daniel 1:8, Acts 11:23, I Timothy 4:12 and 
II Timothy 2: 19. 

H. 	Do not sin against the child is the striking statement of 
42:22. In what ways do parents sin against their children? 
Can we sin against our own soul? Read Habakkuk 2:10, 
II Kings 20:1, Ephesians 6:4 and II Timothy 3:2. 

I. 	In Acts 7 Stephen preached that Joseph had the spirit oj 
Christ in that he was forgiving toward his brethren who 
had mistreated him. How can we develop this attitude of 
non-retaliation? See Luke 23:34, Acts 7:60 and Romans 
12:17-21. Also see Matthew 5:43-48' 

J. 	Who is your javorite character in Genesis? Why? What 
is the greatest lesson you have learned? 

Things We Should lA:arrn from Genesis 

1. 	 God created all things. 
2. We owe full allegiance to Himl 
3. 	Loving obedience should be natural for us. 
4. 	The power of faith in our lives is tremendous. 
5. 	The rainbow reminds us of God's goodness. 
6. 	Disobedience will result in Jehovah's wrath. 
7. 	Though Satan is powerful, the Creator in stronger. 
8. 	Pride truly is one of mankind's worst problems. 
9. 	God can use us to His glory if we allow Him. 

10. Men like Abraham are rare indeed! 
11. Punishment awaits those who tum back to sin. 
12. We cannot escape the all-seeing eye of God. 
13. The rewards of righteousness are tremendous. 
14. Envy and jealousy war against the soul. 
15. Esau reminds us that spIritual values are best. 
16. Joseph helps us to believe in the providence of God. 
17. It never pays to try to get even with our enemy. 
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18. Feelings can deceive just as Jacob was mistaken. 
19. Jesus Christ came from Judah to give us peace. 
20. God can ovetwhelm the evil intentions ofwtcked men. 

May the Lord help us to benefit from the rich treasures of 
Holy Scripture as we daily study. meditate upon and put into 
practice the beauty of heavenly mandates. 
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EXODUS 

The word exodus means "departure." This great second 

book of the Old Testament tells us of Moses leading God's 
people (Abraham's seed) out of Egyptian bondage, through 
the wilderness and up to the promised land of Canaan. It will 
be a rugged journey due to the shameful. faithless attitude of 
many of the Israelites. At times Jehovah almost blotted the 
whole nation out ofexistence (Exodus 32). Thousands would 
perish in the wilderness because of sin (I Corinthians 10:1­
12). The drama of Exodus centers around three major points: 

1. The LeadershIp of Moses 
2. The Weakness of the People 
3. The PrOvidence and Justice of God 

In Stephen's eloquent speech in Acts 7 he told an angry 
mob ofJews that God once raised up Moses but his brethren 
rejected him. Nevertheless, Moses would later deliver them. As 
we enter the discussion of Exodus, Moses has been rejected 
and is tending sheep on the backside of Midian. This has 
been his lonely task for 40 years. For a man who could have 
been heir of the treasures of Egypt (Hebrews 11 :25 ff) this 
was quite a decline in honor and power. But Jehovah had 
plans for that meek and wise person. At the close of the Gene­
siS record the descendants ofAbraham had been saved from 
extinction by the kindness of Joseph and the providence of 
God. But, Exodus 1 :6-8 tells us that enough years had passed 
for a Pharaoh to arise who knew not Joseph! Instead of 
blessing and privilege, Israel now knew poverty and oppres­
sion. Egyptian bondage, slavery and sorrow became the daily 
portion of God's chosen people. 

From a burning bush God appeared to Moses in Midian 
and boldly stated: "Go down to Egypt and let my people go," 
Moses made a plea of not being eloquent. so God gave him 
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Aaron as a mouth or spokesman. Jehovah empowered them 
With miraculous ability~shown powerfully in the Ten 
Plagues that filled Pharaoh and his hosts with terror-to 
make the deliverance from Egypt a reality. 

The holy ground today-for us-has to do with God's 
.	authority. His sovereignty and power overwhelm the humble 
Bible student and produce reverence toward divine man­
dates. In worship, teaching and living we all should stand in 
awe of His Word (Psalms 119:161) and sin not(PsaIms4:4}. If 
there is one NewTestament verse that sums up God's care for 
Israel in the scenes of Exodus it would be Hebrews 13:6 
where the Lord says: 

"I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." 

The Ten Plagues 

The ten plagues displayed the mIraculous power of God 
which was given to prove that Moses' words came from God. 
This was always the purpose or function of miracles in Bible 
times (see Mark 16:20, Romans 15:17-19, Matthew 11:1-6 
and Hebrews 2:1-4). The plagues were: 

(1) Water of Nile turned to blood 
(2) Frogs 
(3) Lice 
(4) Flies 
(5) Murrain upon cattle 
(6) Bolls 
(7) Hall 
(8) Locusts 
(9) Darkness 

(I0) Death of the firstborn of the Egyptians 

The fact that these calamities escaped Israelites showed 
Pharaoh the hand of God upon evil men and deliverance for 
Abraham's seed (read I Peter 3:10-12). It is interesting to 
check the phrases dealing with Heaven's power. For instance: 
Thejlnger of God, the hand of God and the arm of the Lord! 

Pharaoh's magicians tried to duplicate the miracles of 
Moses and Aaron but finally admitted their "sleight of hand 
craftiness" could not compete with God's glory. In II Timothy 
3:8 we learn the names of these men-Jannes and Jambres. 
In I Samuel 6:6-7 we learn that Pharaoh hardened his own 
heart. In fact, that's why Jehovah sent Moses to Egypt-in 
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order to release the Israelites from cruel oppression. However, 
when God's word is preached it either opens honest hearts 
(Acts 16:14) or hardens evil hearts (Romans 9:17). For "the 
entrance of God's word giveth light," as Psalms 119:130 
affirms. When people thrust the word of God from themselves 
(Acts 13:46) they make themselves unworthy of eternal life 
(Romans 11:22). 

The tenth plague-death of the firstborn among the 
Egyptians-Is a prelude to the coming of Christ To escape 
such visitation from God the Israelites placed blood over their 
doorposts so that God would pass over them. In I Corinthians 
5:7 Paul tells us that "Christ is our Passover." The Old Testa­
ment tells us clearly that Christ was coming! 

As Moses leads the seed of Abraham out of Egypt they 
came to a great barrier-the Red Sea. Pharaoh's army 
pursues them and sudden death seems sure. But the 
Almighty opens up the Red Sea and Moses leads the huge 
assembly through it as on dry ground. The Egyptians perish 
therein as no such miracle spares them. On the other side of 
the assumed barrier the Israelites sing a song of deliverance 
and victory (Revelation 15:3). In the language of Exodus 
14:14 they learned: 

"The Lord shall fight for you and ye shall hold your peace:· 

In the Wilderness 

In addition to such graphic displays of heavenly power the 
practical provisions of manna, water and quail, to say noth­
ing of the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night, 
eloquently spoke of God's presence in their lives, day by day. 

Moses was surrounded by heavy responsibilities in leading 
and judging the people. It was too much for one man. Jethro, 
his father-in-law, advised him to select men to help him on 
lesser matters. This is probably the beginning of the Sanhe­
drin concept ofJesus' day (Exodus 18). 

In Exodus 19-34 the central theme ofthe book develops. At 
Sinai, God gave the Law-the Ten Commandments-to the 
Israelites. Notice how pivotal this matter is to understanding 
the Old Testament At Sinai God gave: 

1. To His speCial people 
2. A specia11aw 
3. Leading to a special land 
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4. For a spec1al purpose 
5 . The coming of a spec1al person 

Christ is coming is the mauor thrust of the Old Testament 
About 50 days after Abraham's seed left Egypt they came to 
Sinai. God's law went forth, but due to Sin 3.000 were slain 
(Exodus 32:28). In New Testament days the law of Christ 
went out from Jerusalem and 3.000 were saved (Acts 2:41). 
Read Hebrews 12:19-29 for this vivid contrast. 

While Moses was on the Mount receiving God's law. Aaron 
and the people were at the foot of Sinai disobeying the very 
first commandment which forbade idolatry. As Moses came 
down from the presence of Jehovah he was dismayed to see 
the people dancing and worshipping around a golden calf 
image. He broke the tables of stone containing the Ten Com­
mandments and severly rebuked a rather flippant Aaron 
(32:24). The opening refrain of the Decalogue tells us that 
God is a jealous God and will allow no rival (Matthew 4:10; 
Exodus 20:1-3). 

Moses goes again to the Mountain to commune with 
Jehovah and after 40 days comes again with the Ten Com­
mandments which set forth. the proper relationship Abra­
ham's seed must sustain before God and with man. An inter­
esting point of discussion refers to the vet! Moses had to 
place over his face as he came into the camp of Israel after 
receiving the Law from God. When one reads carefully Exo­
dus 34 and compares Paul's use of that passage in II Corin­
thians 3,it tells us that the glory of the Old Testament began 
to fade even as it was given because it was not intended to 
last forever (Galatians 3:19). ChIist is the end of the law 
(Romans 10:4). He died in vain if men are st1)ljustified by the 
law (Galattans 2:21). He came to fulfill the law (Matthew 5:17) 
and that purpose was fulfilled (Luke 24:44). Paul's point in 
II CoIinthians 3 was simply told: The lawMoses had when he 
had to vet! his face is that system that has now been abro­
gated, taken out of the way and abolished. The glory of the 
Old Covenant fades and wanes in the rather glorious light of 
the New! Have you ever noticed the salient message of 
Hebrews 8:13? 

"In that he sa1th a new covenant he hath made the first 
old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old 1s ready to 

. vanish away." 
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In the later chapters of Exodus provision is made for the 
work of the high priest and the function of the tabernacle. 
The book of Leviticus will develop the priestly system and the 
feast days ofJudaism more explicitly. 

Some of the memorable texts in Exodus challenge us to 
follow divine principles. For instance, Exodus 23:2 says: 

"Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil." 

Had thousands in Israel obeyed that injunction so many 
would not have perished in the wilderness (Hebrews 3:19). 

In John, chapter six, Jesus contrasted the physical food of 
manna with Himself-the Bread of Life! What ajoy it is for us 
today to be provided with spiritual sustenance which only 
Christ can provide. 

One of the most beautiful verses in the entire book of Exo­
dus is 19:5. God said to Israel: 

"If you will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, 
then you shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all 
people: for all the earth is mine." 

But sadly, as Exodus 6:9 affirms we learn that due to their 
broken spirit and cruel bondage the people did not hearken 
to Moses. 

Perhaps no verse sums up the greatness of Moses' heart 
and the dire need of the Israelites more than 14:33: 

"Fear not, stand still and see the salvation of the Lord . . .. .. 

Jehovah bore them on eagle's Wings (19:4) and Abraham's 
seed should have always echoed the sentiment of 15:2 of 
Exodus: 

"The Lord 1s my strength and my song 
and has become my salvation." 

IV'3tead of doubting-"Is the Lord among us or not?" the 
people-so blessed-should have always cried: 

"The Lord 1s my Banner" (17:15). 

Conclusion 
In closing, let us recall the solemnity of Exodus 32 where 

God's patience had finally run its course. Moses learned that 
the names of the Israelites were to be blotted out of the book 
of remembrance. He pleads urgentlywtth the Creator to spare 
the people but to blot out the name of Jehovah's servant­
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Moses! God clearly tells the meek mediator from Midian that 
He. not Moses. took care of the Book of Life and that those 
who needed to be blotted out would be! Let us Wisely choose 
to so live that our names shall be found in the Book our 
Maker keeps! 

The most sobering thought I have ever learned from Exo­
dus is the following truth: 

"It took one night for Israel to come out ofEgypt; 
but it took 40 years to get Egypt out of them I" 

In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) the inner 
depth of Christianity is contrasted With the external nature 
of the Ten Commandments. Thoughts. motives and attitudes 
playa rich part in the gospel age. We are not to look on a 
person with lust in our hearts. much less to commit adultery. 
We are not to bear false Witness against anyone' Not only are 
we not to kill. we are not to think evil or hold anger tn our 
hearts toward others. 

Adventists and a few other Sabbatarians claim that Satur- . 
day is the day ofpublic worship for men today. Ellen G. White, 
the prophetess back of the Seventh Day Advent movement, 
even tells of her journey to heaven where she "saw a halo of 
glory around the Sabbath command." But the covenant the 
Sabbath belonged to is the same one Paul said we are dead to 
in order to free us to be spiritually married to Christ (Romans 
7:4-7). It is also very interesting to note that the first-century 
church met upon the first day of the week to partake of the 
Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7) and to contribute monetarily to the 
cause of Christ (I Corinthians 16:1-2l. 

According to Nehemiah 9:14 and Ezekiel 20:12, the Sab­
bath "was made known" to Israel after they came out of 
Egypt. This proves it was not in existence as a Holy Day prior 
to that! 

Great Verses in Exodus 

A 	 In 1:12 of this rich book we have a passage that reminds 
us of the value of persecution when hearts are steadfast 
and loyal. Jesus taught the same principle in Matthew 
5:10-12: 

"But the more they afflicted them, the more they 
multiplied and grew." 
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B. 	In 6:5-8 we learn that-come what may-God will take 
care of us. Romans 8:18 and 8:31 blend well with this 
theme. Notice particularly 6:7 of Exodus: 

"And I wt11 take you to me for a people. and I will be to 
you a God: and you shall know that I am the Lord 
your God. which brtngeth you out from under the 
burden of the Egyptians." 

C. 	Some believe that 13:211s ofsingular import in this valu­
able and interesting book: 

"And the Lord went before them by day In a pillar of a 
cloud. to lead them the way; and by night In a pillar of 
f1te~ to gIve them I1ght; to go by day and night" 

D. 	In 14:14 we read these marvelous words: 
"The Lord shall fight for you. and ye shall hold your 
peace," 

E. 	In 14:31 we see the end result: 
"And Israel saw that great work which the Lord did 
upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the Lord. 
and believed the Lord. and his servant Moses," 

F. 	In 40:16 we find the same compliment for Moses that 
Noah received earlier: 

"So did Moses. according to all that God commanded 
him." 

What a noble and humble man! 

Discuss: 

Discuss the preVious points from Exodus using and blend­
ing these New Testament verses: 

John 14:27; 16:32-33; Romans 8:28; I Corinthians 10:13; 
Ph1lippians 1:29; II Tlmothy2:1l-12; 3:12;4:16-18; Reve­
lation 2:10; 3:21 

Remember: "If there were no difficulties. there would be no 
triumphs," 
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Unusual Points from the Book ofExodus 

I. STANDING ON HOLY GROUND TODAY 

There is no holy acreage, geographically, now. Jesus 
made that very clear in John 4:23-24, as did Stephen in 
Acts 7:48-50. However. in a spiritual sense. Exodus 3:5 
lives on for us. There are sacred landmarks we dare not 
forget. 

1. The HolyScrtptures- Psalms 1:2 and 119:15-16 
2. The authortty of COOst - Matthew 28:18 
3. The10ve of God- EphesIans 3:17-21 
4. The church of the Lord Acts 20:28 
5. Chrtstian liVing - Philippians 1:21 and 2:15-16 
6. The plan of salvation Mark 16:15-16 
7. The hope of heaven - Titus 1 :2; Hebrews 9:24 

n. THE PASSOVER AND CHRIST 

Paul tells us in I Corinthians 5:7 that Christ is our pass­
over. Not blood over a doorpost as in Exodus 12. but the 
shed blood of our Redeemer (I Peter 1:18-20) cleanses us 
from sin (Romans 5:91. In II Corinthians 5:14 and 8:9 we 
learn that Jesus Is the One who died for all to show us 
the way back to heavenf 

m. THE MAJORITY IS NOT ALWAYS RIGHT 

Contrary to popular slogans the Bible tells us bluntly in 
Exodus 23:2: 

"Do not follow a multitude to do eVil:" 

Christ boldly stated in Matthew 7:13-14 that only a few 
will be saved while the vast majority will be lost. Ask 
Noah 1f the majority entered the Ark (I Peter 3;20). 

! 

lV. THE MANNA IN THE WILDERNESS 

In chapter 16 of ExoQus the people received bread from 
God in heaven to sustain their physical being. InJohn 6, 
in the New Testament. Jesus plainly taught that He is 
our "manna" that sustains us spiritually. What a con­
trast! Again. Exodus truly pointed men toward the 
superior blessings of Christianity. John 6:51 and Gala­
tians 2:20 help us with this. 
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V. WHO MADE THE GOLDEN CALF? 

One of the most intriguing pOints in the whole book of 
Exodus is found In 32:5: 

"And the Lord plagued the people, because 
they made the calf, which Aaron made." 

When we participate in an act ofevil whether we are the 
leader in such shameful conduct or not. we become par­
takers of the ungodly actiVity. We must keep ourselves 
pure and not allow sinful men to engulfus in their error. 

Be sure to study and then discuss these verses: 

Ephesians 5:11 
Jude 21 
II John B 
I Timothy S:22 
I Thessalonians 5:22 
Galatians 2:11-14 

VI. 	THE TABERNACLE 

One of the major reasons Exodus is remembered by 
Bible students is the detafi material concerning the 
Tabernacle. So many references in the rich

I 
New Testa­

ment book of Hebrews come from this background. It is 
Significant that compartsoll is often drawn from the 
Tabernacle and not the Temple in regard to Christianity. 
The holy place and the most holy place are the two com­
partments. We Will have more to say on this when we 
study the book of LeViticus. However, please read and 
discuss Hebrews 6:19-20; 8:~i; 9:1-12 and 10:19-20. 

VB. EXODUS 34 and n CORINTHIANS:3 

No clearer distinction between Old and New Covenants 
could ever be found than in these two chapters. 
A When Moses veiled his face as he came down from 

Sinai With the Ten Commandments, there was an 
Indication that the glory of that arrangement was 
already fading. 

B. 	The law Moses had that day was forever abrogated 
when the New Testament.was given. 

C. We are now under the New. which Is more glOrious. 
D. 	Read Matthew 26:28; Hebrews 10:9-10; Hebrews 

8:6-13. 
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VnI. MOSES AND THE BACK SIDE OF MlDIAN 

In Hebrews 11 :24-27 we learn sterling truths about 
Moses. 

1. He had courageous parents. 
2. 	He refused royalty to meekly serve God. 
3. 	He chose persecution over pleasure. 
4. He chose heaven over great earthly wealth. 
5. He loved God more than he feared the king. 

In spite of all this, he was rejected byIsrael and spent40 
years on the isolated plains of Midian as a lonely. 
broken-hearted man. It is a rebuke to human nature 
that we often mistreat the very best among us due to 
false pride. envy and spiritual ignorance. The suffering 
Moses endured made him a better and wiser mediator, 
but it is still sad to contemplate the sorrow he bore. Read 
Acts 7:22-29 and Exodus 3:1. Ephestans 4:1-3 is helpful 
also. 

Questions and Discussion Points 
1. 	How does murmUring and complaining figure into the 

problems ofIsraelin Exodus? StudyPhtlipptans 2:14 and 
4:4-6 and I Thessalonians 5:16-18. 

2. 	What practical lesson did Moses learn from Jethro in 
18:13-24? Does I Corinthians. chapter 12, help us also? 

3. 	What major lessons do we learn from the golden calf inci­
dent in chapter 32? Give at least 3 pOints. Think and 
make application to our own daily living. 

4. 	Discuss the distinction between the Old and New Testa­
ments. Rfiferences: 

Romans 7:1-7; Galatians 2:19-21; 3:19-24; EpheSians 
2:14-17; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 8:6-13 and 
9;15-17. 

5. 	What are several major points concerning the Red Sea 
incident in chapter 14? Read Acts 7:38 and I Corinthians 
10:1-13. Discuss. 

6. 	DeSCribe Moses as a leader. What made him a great ser­
vant of God? What is your favorite point concerning him? 
Remember 40:16. 
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LEVITICUS 

One of the lesser-known secUons of the Bible is the Old 

Testament book known as Leviticus. However, it is necessary 
to know the contents of this section ofScripture ifone would 
learn the background ofmany references in the New Testa­
ment. Actually, the book of Leviticus 1s of monumental 
import regarding holiness. worship, efficacy and the priest ­
hood of believers. Perhaps the major epochal thrust of this 
rich and vital stanza in HolyWrit is found in I Peter 1:16. that 
reflects a statement from Leviticus: 

"Be ye holy. for I am holy." 

From chapter seventeen of the book of Numbers. and sub­
sequent passages. we learn of the value of the Levites in God's 
scheme of things. From this tribe and the family of Aaron 
came the high priests in Israel. They occupied a special place 
in heaven's plan. On the famous Day ofAtonement (Leviticus 
16) those priests. through the y~~ars, officiated in the Scape­
goat arrangement that pointed toward the coming of our Re­
deemer. The tremendous statement of John 1:29 hearkens 
back to that occasion and forever sets forth the supremacy of 
Christianity. John the Immerser, proclaimed ofJesus: 

"Behold. the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the Sin of the world." 

We should daily thank the Father above that we do not have 
to trust in a dumb animal and a sinful Levitical priest and 
the shedding of the blood of bulls and goats for clean~ing 
(Hebrews 10: 1-11). How blessed. we are to have a new and 
living way through the veil of Christ's flesh and the shedding 
ofHis precious blood (Hebrews 1O:19-2Ql! 

There is aJountainjllled with blood. 
Drawnftom Immanuel's veins; 
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And stnners. plunged beneath thatJlood., 
Lose all thetr guilty stains. 

We are redeemed by the precious blood ofChrist (I Peter 1 :19) 
and sustained by the only High Priest that Christianity will 
ever know-Jesus Christ, the righteous One (I John 2:1; 
Hebrews 7:26). Leviticus was just a shadow. a foretaste. of 
glory divine! 

The three great feast days of Judaism are mentioned in 
Leviticus 23. They all point to the coming of the Messiah. We 
learn In a powerlul passage, In I Corinthians 5:7. that Chrtst 
is our Passover. The feast of Tabernacles was a reminder of 
Jehovah's providential care for Abraham's seed in the wU­
derness. Paul tells us in chapter ten ofI Corinthians that "the 
rock that followed them was Christ '" Pentecost was a special 
day for the Jews also. It served as a reminder of the law that 
went forth at Sinai and pointed to a powerlul occasion in 
Acts 2 where a harvest of spiritual sowing would come to 
fruition. It Is overwhelming to realize that when the law God 
gave through angels to Moses pealed forth at Sinal 3.000 
were slain because of Sin (E,xodus 32:28). Conversely, when 
the gospel shed forth its glOly on Pentecost 3,000 were saved 
and added to the church by the Lord (Acts 2:41 ). 

We have heard theJoyful sound: 
Jesus saves! .Jesus saves! 
Spread the tidings all around: 
Jesus saves! .Jesus saves! 

Truly, redemption's sweet song reflects Leviticus' back­
ground. We also come to realize that worship, devotion, hom­
age and loyalty were salient themes In Old Testament days. 
What we offer to our Maker comes from "our own voluntary 
will" (Leviticus 1:3) and must be according to heaven's man­
dates. When mankind fails to worship In the beauty of holi­
ness. we do not give God the glOly due His name (I Chronicles 
16:29). This can only result in alienating ourselves from our 
Creator. Such was the severe mistake of the sons of Aaron 
mentioned in the tenth stanza of Leviticus. Similar to 
Aaron's flippant attitude concerning the golden calf incident 
was the sinful action ofNadab and Abiliu, who offered to God 
what they deemed best instead of doing what Jehovah com­
manded. Today we can see definite trends in the same direc­
tion of will worshtp (Colossians 2: 18-23 Jrather than a hum­
ble spirit that desires the Father's will (James 4: 15). Homage,. 
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in spirit and in truth is all that heaven approves (John 4:24). 
We must offer worship that Is accordIng to Truth (John 
17:17) and expressed in sincere devotion (Psalms 95:6-7). 

o the pure delight oja stngle hour 

That beJore Thy throne I spend; 

When I kneel in prayer and wtth Thee, 0 God, 

I commune asJnend with Friend! 


Most Bible students would agree that 17:11 Is the key verse 
in Leviticus. It is here that we learn that the life oftheflesh is 
in the blood. We should all be abundantly grateful that the 
blood of Christ supersedes the blood of bulls and goats. 
Hebrews 9:22 makes it clear that without the powerful effi­
cacy of Calvary's sacrifice we would be forever lost! 

Our Saviorwas alone in Gethsemane (Matthew 26). He was 
mocked at Gabbatha (John 19) and vicariously died at Golgo­
tha (Luke 23). Yet by the power of the HolySpirtt up from the 
grave He arose (Romans 1 :4; 8:11) as the bands of death were 
burst asunder (Acts 2:24); The shadows of Leviticus became 
the splendor of New Testament fulfillment. 

When my love to Christ grows weak. 

WhenJor deeperJaith I seek. 

Hill oj Calvary. I go 

To thy scenes ojJear and woe. 


The superlative riches of the gospel age reflect the pathos of 
Leviticus and make us genuinely appreciative of God's eter­
nal purpose. The mural of God's divine love flows from Gene­
sis through Revelation and gives us reason to echo the joy of 
Revelation 19-The Lord OmnipotentRetgneth! 

Worship 
In a most impressive setting of Holy Writ our Redeemer 

stated in John 4:24: 
"God is a Spirit; and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth." 

So many people believe that just any kind or type of wor­
ship will be acceptable unto God. This passage sets forth the 
homage that pleases Jehovah. For our expreSSions of adora­
tion to be commended by our Maker. we must offer them 
reverentlyand in harmonywith the Scriptures. To worship in 
spirit simply means to be spiritual or reverent as expressed in 
Psalms 89:7 and 95:6. 
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"God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints 
and to be had in reverence of all them that are about 
him," 

"0 come. let us worship and bow down; let us kneel 
before the Lord our Maker." 

These verses should cause all of us to be more attentive 
and respectful during assembly worship. Children who mis­
behave while the preaching of the gospel Is set forth or the 
praises of God are being sung evidently have not been prop­
erly trained. Ifwe are irreverent during the Lord's Supper, we 
"eat and drink damnation" to our souls (I Corinthians 11:29). 
We should. as Christians, be more spiritual in our public and 
private devotionals. 

But Jesus taught us also to worship in truth. In John 
17:17 He said: "Thy word is truth." Therefore. to worship in 
troth involves engaging in only those items ofworship Christ 
has authorized for His church. SinceJesus is the head of the 
church (Ephesians 1:20-23) we must adhere to His directions 
in regard to worship in the church. We. tn the church of 
Christ. do not count beads when we pray because the word of 
troth does not include this. We do not use mechanical 
instruments of music in worship because Christ has only 
authorized vocal music for His church (ColOSSians 3:16-17; 
I Corinthians 14:15). We do observe the memorial of the 
Lord's Supper each Sunday because Acts 20:7 so directs us. 

Since followers of Jesus are to "walk: by faith" and that 
faith comes by hearing the word of God (II COrinthians 5:7; 
Romans 10:17). we must obey the SCriptures ifwe worship in 
spirit and in troth. 

The book of Leviticus demands proper worship, ardent 
devotion and absolute obedience. It is noteworthy that 
Jehovah has always demanded sincerity of purpose and a 
conscience void of offense (Acts 24:16). The dimension of 
homage has ever been of keen interest to our Maker. We must 
seek God with our whole heart as Jeremiah 29:13 proclaims. 
When "our heart is not in it" we are a reproach to heaven 
(Ezekiel 33:31l. 

The Law ofExclusion 
Far too many members of the church still ask the question: 

'What is wrong with it?" In putting"our approval on that 
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which is excellent" (Ph1l1ppians 1:10). we should find biblical 
authority for our practice. I do not have to show Someone 
what is wrong with drinking and dancing. Those who prac­
tice such are duty bound to showwhere the Bible approves of 
such behavior. This Is an example of speaking where the 
Bible speaks and being silent where it is silent! 

We need to resurrect some ofour old sermons on mechani­
cal instruments of music and the errors of the Missionary 
Society because there is a lot of"fuzzy thinking" in our midst 
today In regard to authority in religion. Noone can find Bible 
sanction for the use of an orchestra, or any part ther~of. in 
the worship In Christ's church. The nine references to music 
in worship in the New Testament all refer to vocal music 
(ColOSSianS 3:16; Ephesians 5:19). Sometimes in an effort to 
offset this evident point. proponents ofsuch innovations wtll 
say: "But the Bible does not say not to use a piano or an 
organ." Yes, it does! When we are told what to do that rules 
out anything else. As an example of this, when God told 
Nadab and Abihu what to offer. they sinned by orrering some­
thing else (Leviticus 10:1-2). When you order a steak from a 
menu, that rules out chicken or ham! In fact your exact order 
cancels all the rest of the menu in that category. The Law of 
ExclUSion also rules out any other day for the Lord's supper 
except "the first day of the week" (Acts 20:7) as well as any 
other elements than the bread and the fruit of the vine (Mark 
14). We cannot put apple jelly on the bread to "aid our wor­
ship" nor can we substitute cake and ice cream for the proper 
elements of the Lord's table! To go beyond the doctrine of 
Christ is sin (ll John 9) just as surely as falling short of his 
directives (James 4: 1 7). 

Suppose that you send your six-year-old son to the grocery 
store to purchase a pound of bacon. He returns in an hour 
with $300 worth of goods. You question him concerning the 
matter and remind him that he was authorized to get only 
one specific item. To your utter amazement he repl1es: "But 
you did not tell me not to get everything else in the store." 
How foolish! Yes, his attitude is parallel to a lot of the think­
Ing in the religious world-and lately some brethren seem to 
be reasoning along the same lines. Those who practice loose 
morals and liberal trends must give SCriptural authority for 
such endeavors. It is not our duty to showwhat is wrong; It Is 
incumbent upon them to affirm their actions with "thus 
satth the Lord!" 
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'Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you. 
neither shall ye diminish ought from it. that ye may keep 
the commandments of the Lord your God which I com­
mand you" (Deuteronomy 4:2). 

"Add thou not unto his words. lest he reprove thee and 
thou be found a liar" (Proverbs 30:6). 

There are some vexy challenging aspects of this principle that 
demand consistency upon the part of its devotees. Leviticus 
10:1-3 clearly affirms this principle. 

Day ofAtonement 

The key chapter in Leviticus is the sixteenth. The famous 
"Day of Atonement" is the point of emphasis. This is the 
incident of the Scapegoat On this occasion, once each year, 
the High Priest alone would enter the most holy place in the 
Tabernacle. He would offer for his own Sins and also for the 
sins of the people. One animal would be sacrificed and the 
other-the Scapegoat-would be released into the wilderness 
indicating their Sins had been taken away. This was the best 
they could do because the blood of bulls and goats could not 
take away Sin actually (Hebrews 10:1-11). When the High 
Priest of the Levitical system placed his hands on the Scape­
goat's head it was only symbolically. figuratively-in a meta­
phor-that their sins were taken away. In I Peter 1:18-19 we 
can see the beauty ofChrist Jesus our Lord who as the Lamb 
of God, without spot or blemish. offered Himself to remove 
our iniquity. How thankful we are for this more glorious 
arrangement of New Testament Christianity. As. one reads 
the book ofHebrews he can readtly see the superior nature of 
the gospel system wherein Christ is the one and only High 
Priest who offered the perfect sacrifice-Himself~to forever 
cleanse us (Hebrews 7:25-28). Praise God for SUCh tremen­
dous love I Indeed. as Colossians 1 :20 proclaims, Christ made 
peace by the blood of the Cross I 

The Blood ofChrist 

Some of the greatest passages in the Bible refer to the 
death pf our Lord and the power of His shed blood. Notice 
several of these as we reflect upon the superioritY of the Lamb 
of God in contrast with the scapegoat in Leviticus. 
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Revelation 1:5; Ephesians 1:7; Galatians 1:4; 

Romans 5:9; I Peter 2:24; Philippians 3:9-11 


In Hebrews 10:12 we learn that Christ made one sacrifice for 
sin forever and through the blood of the everlasting testa­
ment we can be drawn nearer, still nearer. to God (Hebrews 
13:20; Matthew 26:28). 

o Cross that liftest up my head. 

I dare not ask to hidefrom thee; 

I lay in dust life's glory dead. 

Andfrom the ground there blossoms red 

Life that shall endless be. 


Truly, Paul made it clear that Christ died in vain ifwe are still 
under the law of Moses because the Savior died that He 
might live in us. Therefore" we glory only in the Cross I Read 
Galatians 2:20-21 and 6:14. 

Man Is a Creature of Cboice 
Leviticus 1:3 makes it quite Ic:lear that each one of us has 

the ability"of our own voluntary will" to either serve God or 
Satan. Notice the following verses, all over the Bible, teaching 
this same basic truth. 

Exodus 23:2; Deuteronomy 30:15; Joshua 24:15;John 7:17; 
Acts 13:46; Romans 11:22; Matthew 7:13-14; John 5:40; 
Matthew 23:37; Revelation 22:17 

Ifwe do not choose to open the door of our hearts and let the 
Lord in we shall have made a poor decision but the Savior will 
not knock the door down and force us to serve Him! 

We must come, take and learn if we accept the invitiation 
of Christ to bear the yoke of righteousness (Matthew 
11:28-30). 

Tbe Royal Priesthood 

In the Old Testament only those who were Levites could be 
priests but in New Testament days every Christian is a priest 
unto God (Revelation 1:6-9). We are members of the royal 
priesthood (I Peter 2:9) and there 1s only one High Priest who 
is Christ Jesus (Hebrews 7:25-26). He is the one and only 
Mediator between men and God (I Timothy 2:5; I John 2:1). 
We pray to the Father in the name of the Lord (John 16:24; 
Ephesians 5:20) and not through Mary or St. Jude, etc.• as 
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Catholic doctrine teaches. We as Chris:ttans have rich privi­
leges through prayer. 

Discuss: 

Revelation 4: 1; 8:4-5; Hebrews 4: 16; 

I Peter 3:10-12; James 5:16; I John 5:14 


Colossians 3:16-17 magnifies these points. 

BeYeHoly 
Leviticus 11:44 is the bulwark passage in the whole book. 

It is quoted to Christians in I Peter 1:16. God speaks through 
inspiration: 

"Be ye holy, for I am holy." 

We cannot glorify God until and unless we offer pure lives 
and constant loyalty. The following passages should be read 
and discussed and, then. put into daily practice by all of us. 

Matthew 5:13-16: I John 2:15-17; Coloss1ans3:1-5; 
Philippians 4:8; Ephesians 4:20-24; Acts 4:13; 

Let us strive to remember the thought of John 15:19 and 
I Peter 2:9-12. 

Questions for Discussion 
1. 	What can we do to improve our worship unto God? What 

does attitude have to do with this subject? Doesgmtltude 
also directly relate to the subject ofhomage and. devotion? 
In what ways could we better prepare to worsh~p in spirit 
and in truth? Read Psalms 89:7; 95:6-7; 100; I Chronicles 
16:23-29 and 29:10-13. 

2. 	Ponder Leviticus 10:1-3 in regard to doing exflctly what 
God tells us to do. Notice these verses also: Luke 6:46;John 
2:5; Hebrews 5:9; Revelation 22:14. 

3. 	Discuss the Significance ofJohn 1:29 as it relates to Levit­
icus 16. Why Is New Testament Christianity superior to 
the sacrificial and priesthood system of the Old Testament 
arrangement? 
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NUMBERS 

The book ofNumbers gains its title from the numbering of 

God's people who left Egypt headed toward the promised land 
of Canaan. In the first six chapters of this section of the Old 
Testament we learn that 603,550 men, aged 20 years and 
above, made the Exodus. Figuring a conservative additton of 
women and children, one could safely estimate two million as 
the population for those of Abraham's seed who made the 
trek through the wilderness. Sadly, the vast majority of that 
original number perished on the journey and many failed to 
enter Canaan "because of unbelief' (Hebrews 3:19). Thou­
sands fell due to the Sins of immorality, ingratitude and idol­
atlY (I COrinthians 10: 1-12; Numbers 31). 

1be Nazarlte Vow 
The Nazartte vow ofNumbers 6 Is an interesting example 

of how some chose to maintain a closer walk with God. Sam­
son and John the Baptizer were Nazarites all their days. In 
MIcah 2:11 and Amos 2:12 we can see how depraved Israel 
became prior to Babylonian and Assyrian captivity (722-606 
B.C.) because they mocked the Nazarites and rejected the 
prophets. Basically, to take this vow simply meant that one 
pledged to live closer to God. It is probably the Nazartte vow 
Paul engaged in as Acts 21 unfolds. One of the most beautiful 
and poignant statements In the Bible is Numbers 6:24-26: 

The Lord bless thee. and keep thee: 
The Lord make His face to shine upon thee. 

and be gracious unto thee: 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, 

and gtve thee peace. 
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Results ofDisobedience 
Had Israel's intention to live close to God been as genuine 

as God's love for His people the story of the sojourn in the 
wilderness would have been much brighter. In chapter 13, for 
instance, one can read an incredibily sad story often faithless 
men who came back from a task of 40 days duration with a 
report concerning Canaan. It was truly a land flowing with 
abundant provisions, but Isra.el was too weak to occupy the 
land. In other words. their verdict was a reflection upon 
Jehovah and His power. They were admitting that Satan's 
host towered above Heaven's will for Israel. Evidently they 
forgot the Red Sea. the Manna. the Passover-yes, every dis­
play of the Creator's dynamic love. Though tWo of the twelve 
men sent in to look over the promised land-Joshua and 
Caleb-had faith in God's promises, the bulk of Abraham's 
seed listened to the ten spineless men and the result was 40 
years of wandering in the Wilderness of Sin. A journey of a 
few days eventuated in 40 years of going around in circles. 
That is what men always do when they disobey Gnd! 

Shortly after this heart-breaking incident. the people beg 
for "a captain who will take them back to Egypt." When men 
first want a captain it will not be long until they ask for a 
King (I Samuel 8 ). Seeds ofapostasy begin in short steps on a 
long journey to Hell. It will be well to recall that only Joshua 
and Caleb of the origina1603,550 men entered Canaanyears 
later. There will always be a reward for loyalty and· devotion 
for those who stand up for Truth (Romans 8:18: I John 5:4). 

In Numbers 16 the tragi(~ rebellion of Korah and his 
cohorts is set forth. In Jude, verse 11. in the next to the last 
New Testament book, we are reminded one last time about 
"the gainsaying of Korah." He opposed the authority of God 
vested in Moses, and for such insurrection he and his friends 
were swallowed alive as the very earth opened up and con­
sumed them. Chapter 17 tells us of Jehovah's choice of the 
family of Aaron to serve as High Priests in the Levitical sys­
tem. Aaron's rod that flowered was placed in the Ark of the 
Covenant as a memorial of this selection and divine arrange­
ment. 

In chapter twenty of this monumental book we read of the 
sin of Moses. For this indiscretion the valiant leader was for­
bidden to enter the promised land (Deuteronomy34). This is 
but another example ofGod's absolute authority. Anarchy for 
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even a moment was not tolerated. When Moses did more than 
was commanded. or something other than what was exactly 
stated, he was guilty of sin. It Is interesting to note that one 
reference calls his sin unbeliefand another passage labels it 
disobedience. There is no difference between the two in 
Heaven's view (see Numbers 20:12 and Deuteronomy 32:51). 

A Book of Sorrows 
The book of Numbers is a sad story of the lack of trust in 

God that caused Israel to wander aimlessly in theWilderness 
ofSin. It would seem that 13:33 is the epitome ofthelr prob­
lem: "And we were tn our own sight as grasshoppers, and so 
we were in their Sight." It is Interesting to note that Joshua 2 
mentions that the people inside Canaan were actually afraid 
ofIsrael so the inferiority complex mentioned in the preced­
ing verse was uncalled for. 

In manyways the main incident in Numbers was the Sin of 
Moses. In Psalms 106:32-33 we have a divine commentary on 
this epochal event: 

"They angered him also at the waters of strife. so that it 
went ill with Moses for their sakes: because they pro­
voked his spirit. so that he spake unadvisedly with his 
Ups." 

Truly, the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of 
God (James 1:20)1 Compelled by the mighty hand of God 
(Exodus 3:19), Abraham's seed had been delivered from 
Egyptian bondage only to be enslaved by their own captiva­
tion of sin and shame. 

A typical scene of sorrow in Numbers IS found in chapter 
21 In the incident of the fiery serpents. Because of murmur­
ing and complaining against God (Philippians 2:14), fiery 
serpents were sent among the people and many died. Admit­
ting their iniquityand pleading for mercy. Israel was given an 
opportuhity to be spared. Jehovah told Moses to make a ser­
pent of brass. put it on a pole and cause the people to look 
upon it if they would be spared. In John 3 our Lord used this 
as a parallel to Christ lifted up on the cross. We as Sinners 
must look at Him In obedient faith (Mark 16:16) ifwe would 
be saved! 

Sadly. according to II Kings 18. we learn that the people 
kept the brazen serpent as an heirloom ofidolatry. Years later 
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Hezekiah destroyed it with other objects of apostasy. That 
noble King crted: "Nehushtan--it is only a piece of brassY" 

For passages on the shallow nature of idolatry please read 
and discuss thefollowing: 

Colossians 3:5 
I John 5:21 
I Kings 18:25-27 
Psalms 135:15-18 
Habakkuk 2:14-20 
Romans 1:18--end of chapter 
Acts 17:16 

False Prophet.. Salaam 

The last chapters focus upon a lingertng narrative that 
deals with a false prophet. Balaam; an evil ruler. Balak; and 
God's chosen people who finally succumb to the doctrtne of 
Balaam when his power to place a curse upon them had 
failed. When we compare Numbers 31 with Revelation 2 we 
find the sertous nature of the false teaching Ba!aam did. He 
got the children of Israel to commit sin and this meant 
Jehovah would punish them. In Joshua 13:22 Balaam is 
referred to as a soothsayer and in Joshua 24:9-10 his nefar­
ious schemes are mentioned. In Numbers 23:10 Balaam 
desired to die as a rtghteous man but his own wicked life 
prohibited his request. Numbers 32:23-an outstanding 
reminder-certainly had an application to Balaam: 

"Be sure your stn will find you out." 

Perhaps the most remembered point in regard to Balaam 
Is the incident recorded in Numbers 22:30 where his donkey 
was empowered by God to warn his master. Taking this mat­
ter out of the realm of controversy. however. is the New Tes­
tament. in II Peter 2:16. which documents the matter entirely. 
As the poet declares so we ardently believe: 

What the early Bible prophets wrote, 
Christ and Hts apostles quote. 
So trust no creed that trembles to recall 
What has been penned by one and verified by alL 

In Numbers 24;17 is a passage that many Bible students 
believe Is a prediction of Chrtst. For sheer beauty of expres­
sion it is excellent. 
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"I shall see him. but not now: 

I shall behold him, but not n1gh: 

There shall come a Star out ofJacob, 

and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel" 


Jude. verse II, is another mention of Balaam's greed. 

The Doctrine ofBalaam 

In the book of Revelation we lerun that God hated the doc­
trtne ofBaJaam as it pervaded the lives of His people in both 
Old and NewTestament days. What Is the Scrtpture referring 
to? What did BaJaam teach that was damnable? In Numbers 
36 we see that he taught the people to engage in idolatxy and 
immorality in the name of pagan gods and thus what 
Jehovah would not allow Balaam to do-curse Israel-God 
himself had to do. due to the shameful conduct Balaam 
encouraged Israel to engage in! 

BaJaam desired silver and gold for his services (Numbers 
22;18) and Jude 11 and n Peter 2;15 remind us ofthe appeal 
of such mundane matters. 

Out ofthts life I am unable to take 

Thtngs qfsilver and gold that I make, 

All that I cherish and all that I keep 

I must leave behtnd when Ifall asleep. 


The love of moneyU Tlmothy6:10) has caused spirttual com­
promise in far too many people through the~! 

OUr Sins Will Find Us out 

The poet powerfully wrote these words: 


You canfool the hapless publtc, 

You can be a subtlefraud. 

You can hide your Uttle meanness, 

But you cannotfool God. 


The book ofNumbers clearly informs us that we do indeed 
reap whatwe have sown. Study the following verses and then 
remember Korah, Balaam. and Moses in this section of the 
Old Testament 

Ecclesiastes 11:1 
Hosea 8:7 
Galatians 6:7-8 
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The children of Israel often made poor decisions that they 
lived to regret because their sins came back to haunt them. 
Someone wisely wrote: 

''You can bwy the past but you cannot 
keep the ghosts from walk1ng." 

')be SIn. ofPessimism 
God surely expects His devoted followers to lead lives of 

optimistic cheerfulness. Read and discuss these passages: 

Hebrews 13:5-6 
Phillppians 4:13 
Psalms 144:15 
RomansB:31 
I Corinthians 15:57-58 

When we allow Satan to talk us into an inferiority complex we 
forget I John 4:4: 

"He that 1s in us 1s greater than he that Is in the world." 

Israel thought of the enemy as giants and of themselves as 
grasshoppers (Numbers 13). What a tragedy! Remember this 
statement: . 

Were it not for the optimist, the pessimist 
would never know how happy he was not! 

IfChrist loved us enough to leave heaven. come to earth and 
die for us, we must be important. How can we "love our 
neighbors as we love ourselves" ifwe have low esteem of self 
(Matthew 22:37-40)? 

Study and discuss: 

John 3:16-17 
II COrinthians 5:14; B:9 
I Corinthians 15:10 

Limiting God 
The book of Numbers is a classic example of people living 

beneath their privileges. Truly, Israel provoked Jehovah and 
limited the Holy One of Israel (Psalms 78:41). With high­
handed, deliberate, presumptuous stn (Numbers 15; Psalms 
19;13) they alienated them5elves from the Creator and bless­
ings that should have been theirs (Isaiah 59:1-2). How sad to 
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realize that folk today do the same foolish things in rebellion 
to God. Discuss the follou1ng points: 

(1) Afailure to pray properly: 
Psalms 66:18 
Luke 18:1 
James 4:1-3; 5:16 
Matthew 7:7-11 
I Thessalonians 5:17 
Philtpplans 4:5-6 

(2) A lack ofBible study: 
Psalms 119:9-11 
Hebrews 5:12-14 
Hosea 4:6 
nTimothy 2:15 

(3) Generous gLving: 
Luke 6:38 
n Corinthians 8:5; 9:6-11 
Matthew6:19-21 

Review Points for Class Discussion 
1. 	Why is the Sin of Moses called disobedience in one place 

and lack offaith elsewhere? 
John 3:36 
Proverbs 7:2 
Acs2:41 
Luke 7:29-30 
Hebrews 5:9 
John 8:24 
Luke 6:46 

2. How did a lack of gratitude contribute to Israel's wander-
Ing In the wilderness? 

I Corinthians 10:1-12 
Phll1pplans 2:12-16 
I Thessalonians 5:16-18 

*Psalms 78:19-42 

3. Notice the contrast between Moses and Christ in Hebrews. 
chapter three. Especially discuss 3:12.15.19. 

4. 	Discuss the vanity ofmankind: 
Genesis 11 - "Let us make a name for Qurselves" 
Numbers 14 - "Let us make us a captain" 
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I Samuel 8 "Gi~ us a King" 

Ecclesiastes 2: 1-11 - Solomon's sorrow at the end! 


5. Now read Matthew 6:33. John 6:68 and I Timothy 6:17. 

41 




DEUTERONOMY 

Deuteronomy literally means"one more time," It is the Law 

restated. a summary or recapping of the other books of the 
Pentateuch, It is a very logical section of the Bible that sets 
forth the blessings and cursings of the Law of Moses (see 
chapter 27 especially). In the book of Deuteronomy one can 
read of God's promise, peace, provision and power. As one 
writer has aptly stated: "Obedience (the key thought of 
Deuteronomy) is the call of the past. the duty of the present 
and the guarantee of the future." 

In the last chapter ofDeuteronomywe read the sad news of 
Moses as he views Canaan from Pisgah's lofty crest but dies 
short of the promised land due to the sin recorded in 
Numbers 20. BUried somewhere known only to God (34:6), 
the valiant leader passes from the scene of duty. "Moses. my 
servant is dead" is truly one of the heart-breaking verses of 
the entire Bible (Joshua 1:2). Can there be any higher tribute 
than Deuteronomy 34:1O? 

"And there arose not a prophet sInce in Israel like unto 
Moses whom the Lord knew face to face." 

In this challenging book we learn that the motive for obe­
dience is God's goodnesswhUe God's word is the standard of 
it. The incentive for obedience is God'sjaithjulness and the 
only alternative for obedience is God's justice! If we forsake 
Jehovah. or forget Him. or presume to exchange our win for 
God's demands we will come to a bItter end. But. as 30:15 tells 
us. we do have a choice: 

"See I have set before thee this day: Life and good and 
death and evil." 

We are warned. cogently. in 4;2 to carefully abide in the 
mandates of heaven-not adding to nor subtracting from­
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the precise will of God. In fact. parents were told to emblazon 
the Word of the Lord upon the hearts and minds of their 
children so that the oracles of Jehovah would always be in 
remembrance wherever we go! And. one of the strongest sec­
tions of the entire Old Testament. 21:18, tells of the putting to 
death of the disobedient. rebell10us son! 

If there is one salient theme that saturates Deuteronomy it 
is the fact that God's word should be our constant gUide and 
protection. Jehovah's patience with His unfaithful people is a 
tender touch of the sublime majesty of this closing book of 
Law. In fact. the familiar refr.un of another thrilling ve~ 
n Chronicles 7:14-serves as an apt commentary on the con­
tents of Deuteronomy: 

"Ifmy people which are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves and pray. and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then wtlt I hear from heaven, and wtll 
forgive theIr sIn, and will heal their land." 

A parallel is Deuteronomy 23:21 where the people were 
required to keep their promises to God or reap the sad divi­
dends of disobedience. The favor of Heaven would. however, 
overshadow them, if they would only surrender to God. Notice 
the beauty of the following verses in Deuteronomy: 

31:6 - "Be strong and of a good courage. fear not, nor be 
afraid of them: for the Lord thy God. he it is that doth go 
with thee; he will not fail thee. nor forsake thee." 

33:27 - "The eternal God Is thy refuge and underneath 
are the everlasting arms," 


32:9-10 - "For the Lord's portion Is hIs people.... He 

found him in a desert land.... He kept him as the apple 

of His eye." 


When Israel failed it certainly was in spite ofall that God had 
done! Chapter 28:47-48 pungently informs us ofthe dilemma 
sin produced-uBecause thou servedst not the Lord thy God 
withjoyfulness and with gladness ofheart, for the abundance 
of all things; therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies which 
the Lord shall send against thee.... " 

New Testament Applications 
Several Deuteronomy passages hold tremendous back­

ground for New Testament usage. For instance. 19:15 sheds 
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light on Matthew 18:20, John 8:1-11 and I Timothy 5:19 in 
regard to the necessity of "two or three witnesses" being 
required to sustain an accusation. The sad scenes of the 
Cross are mentioned in Deuteronomy 21:23 and in a New 
Testament reference in Galatians 3:13-"Cursed is everyone 
that hangeth on a tree." Christ changed the curse into a 
blessing; he made the symbol of defeat a defInite sIgn of vic­
tory and the representation of shame a shining memento of 
glory! In I>euteronomy 25:4 a practical provisIon for animals 
in the field-HDo not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the 
coro"-became a principle that demanded financial support 
for gospel preachers in I Corinthians 9. 

But, by far, the outstanding New Testament usage of a 
passage from Deuteronomy is the pertinent application to 
Christ of 18:15 where Moses predicted "a prophet like unto 
me" whom God would raise up. Stephen in Acts 7 and Peter 
in Acts 3, in the first century, boldly stated that Christ was 
the fulfillment ofMoses' prophecy! Those who fail to hearken 
to the Savior will be cut off from the favor of God (Acts 
3:22-23). 

In Deuteronomy8:2-3 one can find the gist ofthe book laId 
out in vivid array. Notice carefully these well-chosen pro­
nouncements given byJehovah to a gainsaying generation: 

"And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord 
thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to 
humble thee and to prove thee, to know what was in 
thine heart whether thou wouldest keep his command­
ments or not. And he humbled thee. and suffered thee to 
hunger, and fed thee with manna. which thou knewest 
not, neither did thy fathers know: that he might make 
thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord 
doth man live." 

Yet in the very face ofall that God had done for them. we read 
this sad lament in Deuteronomy 9:24: 

''Ye have been rebellious against the Lord from the day 
that I knew you." 

Therefore. an arrangement called "blessing and cursing" 
came Into existence (11:26-28). This later became a major 
ceremony to be conducted in the Valley ofShechem between 
Mt Gerizim and Mt. Ebal. This memorial reminded Israel of 
the vdlue of obedience and the tragedy of turning from God 
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(see Deuteronomy 27. Joshua 8:30-35 and Joshua 24). 
It is chapter 12:8 and 12:32 that forever underlines the 

problem Abraham's seed had as well as the remedy for their 
spiritual malady. The first passage warned them about the 
vanityand misguided notion of following their own ideas and 
verse 32" plaInly demanded that Israel observe. without addI­
tIon or subtraction, whatever God commanded. That still is 
an excellent formula for us to follow today! 

In Deuteronomy we forever learn that refuge was provided 
byJehovah and therefore He demanded rtghteousness. Since 
they were "the children of the Lord your God" U 4: 1) the real­
Ity of HIs sovereIgnty was ever before them. To live beneath 
the dIgnity and prtvIlege of godliness was theIr rebuke. In 
33:13-17 one can learn about "the prectous things of heav­
en'~the rtch provisIon and bounty of God's benevolent 
hand. Today, we In the sunli!~ht age of the Gospel can list 
numerous blessings that come: from the Almighty: 

(1) The Creator Himself. 
(2) The Christ. 
(3) His church. 
(4) Forgiveness. 
(5) The privilege ofprayer. 
(6) Persecution that purifies us. 
(7) Fellowship With the saints. 
(8) Purpose in life. 
(9) Wisdom from above. 

(10) The hope of heaven. 
(11) The honor of serving the Lord. 

May we never forget that the eternal God is our r€ifuge and 
underneath are the everlasting arms (33:27). Moses mIssed 
the promised land, but if we follow Christ, our forerunner to 
heaven. there yet remains a rest for us (Hebrews 6:19; 9:24; 
4:9). Deuteronomy draws us nearer to our Maker! 

MqIor Lessons from Deuteronomy 
Pointsfor .ttfscussion 

There are 80 references from this book in the New Testa­
ment and 30 direct quotes. In the Temptation of Jesus in 
Matthew 4 our Lord quoted from thIs book to send the Devil 
on his way. When asked in Matthew 22 what the great com­
mandment was. Jesus referred back to Deuteronomy 6:5 
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where men were told to love God With all their heart. This is a 
rich and fexvent section of the Bible. Here are some of its 
powerful points: 

1. We need to go beyond meditation and put into practice 
what we learn. Deuteronomy teaches acttonl Read 

.. James 1:21-22; Galatians 5:6. Notice Deuteronomy 1:6. 
2. We must not go beyond what God reveals - 4: 1-2. 
3. 	Parents have tremendous responslbility- 6:1-7. 
4. We reap what we sow! - 11:26-28. 
5. 	It is foIly to fonowour own ideas - 12:8. 
6. 	God's faithfulness versus man's unfaithfulness!­

Romans 3:4. 

7. 	Christ is coming! - Deuteronomy 18:15; Acts 3:22-23. 
8. 	How sad to miss the promised land - Hebrews 3:12-19. 
9. 	We cannot bribe God - 10:17; Galatians 6:7. 

10. Do not offer God blemished gifts - Deuteronomy 17; 
I Peter 1:18-19. 

11. 	Pessimism and fear hinder us - 1:26; I John 5:4. 
12. 	The Ten Commandments were not given to us­

Exodus 20:1-3; Deuteronomy 4:13; 5:2-3. 
13. God Win keep His promises - Deuteronomy 7:6-8: 

Genesis 18:25. 
14. 	Do not listen to false prophets! - 13:1-5; 18:22. 
15. 	Honor the silence of the Scriptures - Deuteronomy 

17:3-4; Acts 15:24; Hebrews 1:5. 
16. 	Remember the value of the Old Testamentr - Luke 

24:44; Romans 15:4; I Corinthians 10:6-11; Galatians 
3:24. 

17. Moses graciously prepared Joshua to take his place of 
leadership - 31:14ff. 

18. 	Remember the power oj Godl - 11:1-7; Romans 13:1; 
Dantel4:25; Psalms 90:1-2. 

19. 	God's provtdence and man's obedience - 8:11-20; Isaiah 
6:8; Acts 9:6. 

20. 	God is our refuge and strength - Deuteronomy 33:27; 
Psalms 46 (read and discuss). 

Special Contexts for Study 
A 	8:10-20 

Do 	not forget the blessttigs God pours out upon you. 
Always be grateful. 
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B.15:5 

Carefully obey the commands ofJehovah. 


C.26:15-19 
Be God's holy people. Show your appreciation by doing 
heaven's will. Keep your promises unto Godl 

D.28:1-12 

Abundant blessings flow into your life from God 


E.29:26-27 
God is angty (Psalms 7:11) when we serve idols or allow 
anything to turn us away from our Maker! 

F.32:35 
Vengeance belongs to God and we should allow l:Iim to 
punish the wicked. We should not repay evil men with 
unkindness. Discuss Romans 12;17-21. 

G.34:5-12 
The death of Moses is a sad moment in Old Testament 
histoty. He was a great and good man. Notice and discuss 
verses 10-12. 

What qualities made Moses a noble 
servant ofJehovah? 

Discuss these Traits: 

Meekness 
Perseverance 
Unselfishness 
Compassion 
Loyalty 
Sincerity 
Sorrow for sin 

Cities ofRefuge 
In Deuteronomy 19 and Joshua 20 we have interesting 

background material that sheds light on an important mat­
ter. There are those who teach thatAbraham's seed, the Jews, 
in a physical sense, have not yet received the land promIse 
given in Genesis 15. However, as we shall study in Joshua. 
such a claim is totally false (Joshua 2:24; 23:14). But In 
Deuteronomy 19 and Joshua 20 we forever learn that the 
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land promise was fulfilled when Joshua led the people in 50 
years of conquest in Canaan. God told Moses to instruct the 
people to add three cities of refuge to the three they already 
had once they occupied Canaan in order to prove God had 
kept the promtse and hadgiven them the land! Read Deuter­
onomy 19:7-9 and Joshua 20: 1-8. 

We today have Chrtst as our refuge, hope and forerunner to 
heaven (Hebrews 6:18-20). Those in Chrtst are now Abra­
ham's seed (Galatians 3:29). 
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JOSHUA 

One of the stalwart characters of the Bible-truly an 

unsung hero of Old Testament days-was Joshua A valiant. 
courageous and successful leader was this man who picked 
up the mantle of Moses and delivered Israel into the Con­
quest of Canaan for 50 years of power. peace and prestige. 
Seldom has anyone ever lived up to the charge and promise of 
God so well. In Joshua 1:7 he was told by Jehovah: 

"Only be thou strong and vel)' courageous, that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all the law. which 
Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to 
the right hand or to the left. that thou mayest prosper 
whithersoever thou goest." 

As we study this 24 chapter book we are deeply impressed 
With the dedication and commitment of Joshua. He truly 
found a place for the Lordftrst in his affections (Psalms 27:4; 
132:3-5: Matthew 6:22, 33). Perhaps the single most powerful 
human speech in the Old Testament is Joshua's farewell 
address in chapters 23 and 24. One would be hard pressed to 
find a more brilliant tribute to God and warning to man! 
Joshua-who had escorted Moses into the camp of Israel 
after God had given the Ten Commandments (Exodus 32), 
and Joshua-who had prevailed in the battle against the 
Amalekites. (Exodus 17) now will gallantly press through the 
walls ofJericho and conquer Canaan for God. 

God proved to the seed of Abraham that Joshua was as 
worthy of leadership as Moses by duplicating the Red Sea 
incident and the saga of the burning bush (or holy ground). 
Read Joshua 4:14: 

"On that day the Lord magnified Joshua in the s1ght of 
all lamel; and they feared him, as they feared Moses, all 
the days ofhis life." 
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So effective was the work ofJoshua that 2:24 tells us: 
"And they said unto Joshua. Truly the Lord hath deliv­
ered into our hands all the ]and; for even all the Inhabit ­
ants of the country do faint bE:cause of us." 

The land promise. given to Abraham and hIs seed (in Genesis. 
chapters 12 and 15), which so many people today use as 
though it were future tense, was fulfilled when Joshua, by 
God's power, conquered Canaan. (Read 2:24, 21:43 and 23:14 
ofJoshua) 

The interesting drama of the spIes, Rahab and the taking 
of Jericho illustrates the blend of God's proVIdence, man's 
obedience and the part faith plays In the success of such an 
arrangement. In Hebrews 11 :30 we have this dIVIne comment 
upon the matter: 

"By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were 
compassed about seven days." 

When men set themselves apart (3:5), God can use them. 
In Joshua 7 we learn the solemnity and tragedy of sIn and 

its rampaging influence. The army of Ismel had run·rough­
shod over all enemies until the little nation of Ai repelled 
them handily. Joshua knew that sin had entered the camp so 
he began to pray fervently. God told him to quit praying and 
purge sin out of the midst of Israel or VIctory would elude 
them. A man named Achan had grievously blundered in dis­
obedience to God. Not until Achan and his family were put to 
death in the Valley of Achor dId the army of Zion succeed. 
Years later, when Israel was on the verge of captiVIty, Hosea 
2:15 challenged them by stating: that "the Valley of Achor is 
our door of hope." DISCipline, purity and righteousness were 
necessities for the host of Israel. 

Sometimes BIble students seriously ponder the problem of 
all the wars and killing commanded byGod in Old Testament 
days. How can this be harmonized with New Testament 
teachIngs on loVIng our enemies and non-retaliation found 
in Romans 12 and the Sermon on the Mount? One word­
Theocracy-explainS it In Old Testament days Jehovah 
ruled Israel as a Theocracy. that is, a system of government 
where God ruled a nation In both a cIVIl and spiritl;la,l way. 
Israel was Jehovah's nation, ifyou please. The purpose of the 
Old Testament was to preserve Abraham's seed (Genesis 
22:18) so Christ could come (Galatians 3:16). ThIs often 
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meant that physical enemies of the nation ofIsrael had to be 
defeated so that the spiritual promIse of the Messiah might 
be preserved. In New Testament days, now that Christ has 
come, God's kingdom is not of this world (John 18:36) and 
His devotees do not engage in carnal combat (II Corinthians 
10:4). 

In the isolated, uncontaminated, productive land of 
Canaan God's peculiar people prospered. Cities of refuge were 
arranged for those who shed blood (Genesis 9) innocently 
(see Joshua 20). It is noteworthy that Hebrews 6 tells us that 
we flee to Christ for refuge today! 

Much controversy surrounds the inCident in chapter 10 
concerning the sun standing still. There Is no question to 
Bible lovers in regard to the major point: God did intervene 
on behalf of His people on this occasion. Truly, "Jehovah 
fought for Israel." But what exactly did He do? Was the sun 
silent (hidden from view) so the heat would not tire the sol­
diers? Did the great hailstones-sent to rout the enemy­
block it out so that Joshua's troops could have the advantage 
of darkness in their surprise attack? Did the sun shine 
longer than a normal day would allow? Was this just poetic 
language from the book ofJasher{seeIl Samuel 1:18; Psalms 
46:10; Judges 5:19-21 and Habakkuk 3:1) to emphasize that 
the phenomenal power and providence ofGod won the battle 
for Israel (Joshua 1O:14)? Most commentaries are divided on 
this matter, but let us never miSS the major point-God was 
on Joshua's side! Romans 8:31 tells us that "If God be for us" 
that Is all that counts. 

In Joshua 22:5 we have the unanswerable argument for 
success in the sight ofHeaven. Here are the characteristics of 
the individual blessed by God: 

(1) Take Diligent Heed 
(2) Do the Commandments 
(3) Keep the Law ofJehovah 
(4) LoveHlm 
(5) Walk In His Ways 
(6) Cleave unto Him 
(7) Serve HIm with All Your Heart and Soul 

At the age of 110 years, Joshua bids farewell to the nation 
he has led so well. In a powerful speech the great man 
instructs. reminds. challenges .and warns Israel in the final 
two stanzas of this scintillating treatise. Those who have 
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carefully readJoshua 23 and 24 know that one of the greatest 
sermons ever preached on earth is contained therein. Here 
are the salient pOints from Joshua's lips: 

(1) God has brought you to this land. 
(2) You owe all you have and are to Him. 
(3) He has been patient with your fallures. 
(4) You have not been as grateful as such blessings demand. 
(5) There is a divine purpose behind this blessing. 
(6) Do not forget your heritage. 
(7) When you tum from God captivity awaits you. 
(8) The desire to be like the nations will corrupt you. 
(9) Remember: God has kept every promise He made! 

(10) You cannot lightly serve Jehovah. 
(11) You must make a chOice. 
(12) Idolatry has corrupted your relationship with God. 
(13) Jehovah Is still a jealous God. 
(14) He must be Lord Qfall of not atallt 

When they failed to be separate from the nations and when 
they intermarried with the idolatrous ones, bondage loomed 
on the horizon. Joshua's influence lived on after his death 
(24:31). 

Finally, Joshua 24:32 tells us that the bones of Joseph, 
carried from Egypt to Canaan (Genesis 50:25). were buried in 
the promised land. What an act of faith by that ancient 
Patriarch! 

A Genuine Life ofFaith 

Joshua and Caleb were the only two who truly stood up for 
God back in Numbers 13. They trusted in the promises of 
Jehovah and in His power to deliver the promised land to 
Israel. The other ten who were with them in reporting to 
Moses and the people after forty days tn Canaan did not 
believe that Israel could take the land. It Is significant that 
out of the original 603,550 men who left Egypt heading 
toward the promised land only Joshua and Caleb of that 
number entered Canaan! Throughout the book ofJoshua we 
marvel at the blessings bestowed upon people ofdeep trust in 
the Almighty. Conversely. those who depended upon theIr 
own strength met failure time and agaIn (Zechariah 4:6; 
Proverbs 3:5-6). In Joshua 1:7 and 14:6 we learn of the rich 
provisions ofspiritual strength to be found in these two great 
and loyal men of God. Caleb was given the mountain he 

52 




desired because "he fully followed the Lord God of Israel." 
Joshua was blessed beyond measure due to deep conVictions 
and unabated zeal for righteousness. 

For Discussion IClnd Meditation: 

1. 	How can our faith increase and our sojourn on 
earth be brighter as our faith in the Lord 
abounds? 

2. 	Read II Corinthians 110:15; 5:7; 13:5; as well as 
Hebrews 11:6 and I John 5:4. 

Twelve Books ofHistory 
From Joshua through Esther we scope the entire histori ­

cal and chronological life ofAbraham's seed. The five books of 
Law, Genesis through Deuteronomy, give us the promise of 
the Messiah. the departure from Egypt ofGod's special people 
toward the promised land, the priesthood system that 
attended God's law given through Moses, the wilderness 
wandering for 40 years due to rebellion and ingratitude as 
well as the system restated in Deuteronomy and a summary 
of God's proVidential care and just punishment upon the 
people because of sin. But in the next twelve books of history, 
beginning with Joshua. we learn of the difficult days Israel 
brought upon themselves from the end of Egyptian bondage 
through the sorrow and shanle of Babylonian CaptiVityl In 
the conquest of Canaan, so powerfully adminstered by 
Joshua for 50 years, we see the gUiding hand of a loVing 
Creator and the skillful work of Joshua (Psalms 78:72). It is 
an overwhelming tribute to the life of obedience and humility 
portrayed by the man who took the place of Moses and be­
stowed upon Abraham's seed the magnificent blessings 
Jehovah alone could give. In the absolutely brilliant farewell 
speech ofJoshua, in the last two chapters of this book, we see 
the devotion and commitment to duty in the heart of God's 
noble servant, Joshua. 

For Discussion and Meditation: 

1. Blend Joshua 1:7;22:5 and 24:15 into a thought­
provoking class discussion. See also Luke 6:46; 
Matthew 7:21; John 14:1S and 15:14. 
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2. What qualitles of Joshua do we all need in our 
lives? 

3. 	Read 24:15 and discuss how choices we make 
affect our whole lives. See Romans 6:16-18. 

4. What Is the common trait in chtldren who dls­
obeyparents and people who will not obey God? 
See II TImothy 3:2 and Romans 1 :28-32. 

Pivotal statements and Chapters 
1. 	Genesis 22:18 - Abraham's Seed Will Produce the 

Savior 

2. 	Exodus 3:10 - Deliver God's Peoplejrom Bondage 

3. 	Exodus 14:14 - God Wtll Fightjor Us! 

4. 	Numbers 14:4 - Let's Get a Captain to Lead Us Back to 
Egypt 

5. 	Joshua 1:2 - Moses Died Short oj the Promised Land 

6. 	Joshua 24:15 - Serve God and Not Idols ojMan! 

7. 	Judges 17:6 - Selfishness Brings on Bondage 

8. 	I Samuel 8 - "Give Us a King" (see Ezekiel 20:32) 

9. 	I Kings 12:28 -Jeroboam Divides Israel 

10. 	II Kings 17 - Israel Goes into Assyrian Captivity 

11. 	II Chronicles 36 - Judah Enters Babylonian Bondage 

12. 	Ezra 7:10 - The Word ojGod Is TauohtAgain 

13. 	Nehemiah 4:6 - Wall RebUilt to Keep Abraham's Seed 
Saje So Christ Can Come! 

14. 	Esther 4:14 - Evil Men Not Allowed to Destroy God's 
People 

15. 	Read Judges 2:11-19; Ezekiel 36:21-24 and Jeremiah 
7:23-28. as well as Zechariah 7:11-14, for discussion 
concerning the difficulty God had in saVing Israel and 
Judah due to their own indifference and wtckedness. 
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Challenging Verses in Joshua 

1:2 - Moses Is Dead 
What a sad day in Israel to learn that a valiant leader had 

passed from the earthly scene. However, as great as the 
mediator of the Old Testament was, he was not indispensa­
ble. Joshua dId a tremendous work in granting God's people 
50 years of conquest Often we are In despair when a great 
elder or fine gospel preacher dies. And we should" lament 
godly people. However, only Christ is irreplaceable (Acts 4:12; 
John 14:6; I John 2:1-2), 

2:24 - The Land Promise Was Fulfilled 
It Is against the Bible for men today to teach that the Jews 

should sUll be looking forward to earthly acreage promised to 
them by God in Genesis 15 when Joshua 2:24; 9:24; 21:43 
and 23:14 forever prove the promise was fulfilled in Joshua's 
day! 

4:24 - Fear and Reverence for God 
This is necessary if we would surrender our will unto 

heavenly matters. Solomon tells us that the whole duty of 
man Is to fear God and keep his commandments (Ecclesi­
astes 12:13-14), When we fail to hold Jehovah in the deepest 
awe, wI' are foolish indeed. Read and discuss Psalms 89:7; 
Hebrews 12:28-29; Psalms 119:161. 

Chapter 6 - God's Grace and the Walls ofJericho 
Even thOUgh Jehovah had given them the city of Jericho 

there were certain obedient actions on the part of Israel that 
were necessruy to receiving the gift ThIrteen. times they 
marched around the walls over a seven-day period.: Then the 
priests blew the trumpets and the people shouted. In Hebrews 
11:30 we learn that these acts of obedient faith caused the 
w:ills of Jericho to come down by the power of God, Grace, ' 
faith and obedience still work together (Galatians 5:6). 

Chapter 7 - Sin In the Camp 
Achan disobeyed the Lord and brought sin Into the camp 

oflsrael that hindered progress and victory for God's people. 
Not even Joshua's fervent prayer could replace the neceSSIty 
of purging evll so that victory could once again come to the 
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army of Israel. Today we must keep the church pure also. 

Read and discuss: 

Acts 5:1-14; I Corinthians 5; II Thessalonians 3; 
Romans 16:17; Ephesians 4:20-24; 5:11 and 
Revelation 18:4-5. 

Chapter8:11 - A Valley Betwl~en Right and Wrong 
There has always been a clear l1ne of separation between 

truth and error, heaven and hell. God and Satan and right 
and wrong. 

Read, discuss and apply these verses: 

Matthew 6:24; 7:13-14; 12:30; 
Colossians 3:1-7; Romans 12:1-2; 
II Corinthians 5:17; James 4:4; 
Galatians 1:10; John 15:19; Luke 6:26 

Special Points to Consider 

A. RAHAB AND THE ONE HOUSE OF SAFETY 

A woman listed in the genealogy of Christ is first intro­
duced to us in chapter two of Joshua as a harlot. This has 
caused much discussion through the years by students of 
the Bible. Especially is this true when further mention of 
Rahab is found in the New Testament passages of Matthew 
1:5; Hebrews 11:31 and James 2:25. Does the Bible uphold 
her lifestyle when she is first introduced or does it simply 
record the truth. impartially. and then compliment the good 
deeds she performed? The Bible in no place and in no way 
agrees with or praises evil but it does tell the truth about 
people and their actions. In the account in James we have an 
unusual grouping ofAbraham. a spiritual giant. and Rahab. 
a woman with a bad reputation. No one is so good he needs 
not obey God and no one is so bad he cannot. We all stand on 
level ground in our need for participating in the righteous­
ness of God! 

In 2:19 and 6:17 ofJoshua we learn that the only house of 
safety in Jericho was Rahab's. Make application of Psalms 
127:1: I Corinthians 12:20; Ephesians 4:1-7 and Acts 4:12. 
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B. 	ONE MAN SHALL CHASE A THOUSAND 

In Joshua 23:10 we learn a great Bible principle that tells 
us that one person strong1y devoted to God can defeat all 
odds and disadvantages: 

"One man of you shall chase a thousand; for the Lord 
your God. he it1s that fighteth for you, as he hath prom­
ised you. Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that 
ye love the Lord your God." 

Against all odds we have an anchor that keeps our souls safe 
and secure in the Lord. .. 

Read and discuss these verses: 

Romans8:31; Acts 5:29; Philipplans4:13; 
Deuteronomy 33:27; I Peter 5:7-9; 
Revelation 2: 10 

C. CHOOSE YE TillS DAY! 

The· monumental utterance of the book of Joshua is the 
famous farewell declaration of the great man ofGod who gave 
50 years of victory to Israel. 

For Discussion and Meditation: 

1. Wb} should we choose to obeyJehovah? 

2. Why do some foolishly choose the world? 

3. What can we do to help others make wiser 
decisions? 

4. 	Read and discuss Galatians 6:7-10 and Num­
bers32:23. 

3. 	Never forget the power of Joshua 21:43 and 
24:13-14. 
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JUDGES AND RUTH 

Judges 

Following the brilliant leadershJ.p of Moses and Joshua in 
the Wilderness, and later in the Conquest of Canaan. Bible 
students are introduced to an extremely weak section of Old 
Testament history known as the period of the Judges. Over 
three hundred years in this era of time finds Israel "doing 
that which was right in their own eyes" (I7:6; 21:25) and 
thus forsaking the will ofGod. From Joshua's death-and his 
warning of the sad dividends of apostasy-until valtant 
Samuel would come upon the scene. Abraham's seed would 
definitely go downhill spiritually. One of the most graphic 
illustrations of the wages of sin found anywhere In the Bible 
Is Judges 2:11-19. A careful reading of those verses defines 
the tragedy of men who forsake Jehovah and follow sensual. 
secular pursutts. Notice their points ofweakness and shame: 

(1) Idolatry overwhelmed them. 
(2) They forsook God. 
(3) Ingratitude for Heaven's guIdance. 
(4) Enemies, once subdued. now captivated them. 
(5) They would not hearken to leaders God appoInted. 
(6) Israel refused to obey God's commands. 
(7) Their stubborn w1ll prevaUed. 
(8) Israel was gUilty of spiritual adultery. 

Most readers ofJudges would agree that the one word best 
describing the actions of the people depicted therein would 
be the word "confUSion." EVt~ryone was "doing their own 
thing," as our modem parlance would state. Rebellion and 
sp1r1tual anarchy would certainly sum up the scene. Sadly. 
God'El will was pUElhed into the background as error gamed 
the ascendancy. There was an extremely low spiritual thrust. 
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Mter Joshua's death Israel was oppressed by the Canaan­
ites, Pertzzites, Moabites, Midtanites and Philistines. God 
raised up Judges to destroy the enemies, call Israel back to 
Jehovah and to rule over Abraham's seed (Genesis 22:18). 
But, due to idolatry. sensuality and debauchery. Israel de­
clined spirttuallyand at the end of the rule of the Judges the 
scene in Israel was at an all-time low ebb! The names of those 
who served as Judges were: 

1. Othniel 9. Jalr 
2. Ehud 10. Jephthah 
3. Shamgar 11. Ibzan 
4. Deborah 12. Abdon 
5. Barak 13. Elon 
6. Gideon 14. Samson 
7. Abtmelech 15. Eli 
8. Tola 16. Samuel 

The pattern oflife in these 350 years can eastlybe summed 
up in this fashion: Israel would decline spirttually: God would 
raise up a Judge; Israel would improve splrttually; the Judge 
would die and then Israel would go down again to the dregs of 
sin and shame. "Same song; 15 stanzast" For Instance. after 
Joshua's death a king of Mesopotamia, whose name meant 
"double-dyed wickedness," oppressed Israel for eight years. 
Jehovah placed Caleb's son-in-law, Othniel, asJudge over the 
people. Peace ensued for 40 years but when Othniel died 
Israel declined. The Moabites dominated God's people for 18 
years untU Ehud. a left-handed Judge, was appointed and he 
brought 80 years ofconquest to Israel. The sad saga of moral 
and splrttual decline Is the essence of the book ofJudges. 

There are some outstanding scenes in this section of Holy 
Scrtpture. Some of the memorable moments of the entire 
Bible grace its pages. Great characters like Gideon. Jephthah 
and Samson leave with us stories ofvalor, loyalty and courage 
never to be forgotten! 

In chapter seven we begin 1he dramatic epoch of Gideon 
and the 300 men of God who defeated 135.000 Midianites. 
Ortgtnally.Gideon had 32,000 soldiers but this number was 
soon reduced to 10,000 and finally to 300 watchful men. In 
Judges 7:2 God made it very clear that the purpose of such 
"odds" (300 vs. 135,000) was to showHeaven's power in win­
ning the battle so that Israel would never say: 

"Mine own hand has saved me." 
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Truly. In the language ofPsalms 124:8. we can say: "Our help 
Is In the name of the Lord." The viCtOlY was made practical In 
Gideon's stalwart army as the 300 were dIvided Into three 
groups of 100 with torches. jars and trumpets desIgned to 
put fear into the camp of the enemy. All but 15.000 Midian­
ites were destroyed (8: 10). Paradoxically, after te1l1ng hIs men 
that "only God will rule over you." Gideon took nearly$ 15.000 
worth of gold and fashIoned a god to be worshipped! Gideon 
was called Jerubbaal-which Uterally means "referring to 
Baal." In Judges 8:33-34 we read of the spiritual adultelY of 
Israel after GIdeon's death as they bowed down to Baal. 

Verse 34 laments: "And the children of Israel remembered 
not the Lord theIr God, who had delivered them out of the 
hands of all theIr enemies on evelY sIde." 

Judges forever impresses upon our minds that when a 
nation forsakes God Its destiny is dark because human lead­
ership Is always limited. We also learn that a major danger in 
our life Is self-sufficIency after victolY' Also. one of our down­
falls Is equating numerical strength with sp1r1tual power. 
Towering above these mundane considerations Is the tragIc 
truth of Old Testament history: 

The Depths ofSin OfferNoReal Happinesst 

In chapter nine we have the interesting parable of the 
bramble bush. Jotham sets forth the story of trees that were 
to anoInt a king over them. They were refused by the olive 
tree. fig tree and the vine. but the bramble bush. represented 
byAbimelech, agreed to rule over them. Factually. Abimelech. 
one of GIdeon's 70 sons. has all of his brethren slain except 
the youngest one-Jotham-and then rules for three years 
before being slain. 

In chapters 10 and 11 we come to the challenging story of 
Jephthah and hIs daughter. Controversy surrounds thIs 
event and a careful study of the matter Is essential. The major 
point of the story would certainly be: Do Not Make Rash 
Vows! ThIs mIghty warrior (11: 1) promIsed to saCrifice unto 
the Lord whatsoever met hIm as he returned victoriously 
from battle. HIs daughter came out to greet hIm upon hIs 
arriv3L Did Jephthah actually kill hIs offspring? I believe that 
a careful readIng of Psalms 78:63. Matthew 19:12 and 
I Samuel 1:11:-22 will show that Jephthah sImply gave hIs 
daughter Into the full service of God's will just as "Hannah 
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sacrtftced her son to the Lord" as Samuel became a life-long 
servant of God! 

The major character in the balance of the book ofJudges 
is Samson.This powerful physical spec1men finally learned to 
be valuable spirttually but 1t was a monumental struggle. A 
verse in the New Testament serves as a great commentary on 
the decline in Samson's life. I Corinthians 15:33 warns us 
that "evil companionships corrupt good morals." The Influ­
ence of ungodly people and sUlToundings weakened this man 
so destined to greatness even before his birth. 

The Philistines, b1tter opponents of Israel, had oppressed 
God's people for 40 long years. A certain man named Manoah, 
of the tribe of Dan, and his wife were childless. An angel 
appears to the woman and foretells the birth ofSamson who 
will be dedicated or "consecrated unto Jehovah" as a Naza­
rite (Numbers 6). But as the lad grew up he failed to desire 
the spiritual values of his divine call1ng. In fact he strongly 
desired a Philistine maiden for a wife (Judges 14:2). In this 
section of the book marvelous stories of Samson's physical 
prowess can be read. He kills a young lion with his bare 
hands and later a swarm of bees is seen in the carcass of the 
dead animal. Violating the Nazarite vow. Samson eats the 
honey (Numbers 6:6), One of the famous riddles of world 
literature comes forth from these events: 

"Out of the eater came something to eat­
out of the strong came somethIng sweet." 

When he Is to many the Philistine malden, 30 Philistine 
youth get Samson's bride to tell the meaning of the rtddle and 
the strong man slays the enemy. His wife is given to "the best 
man" and thus begins Samson's life-long battle against the 
Philistines. God uses him to overthrow this aggressive enemy 
nation ofuncouth men. Thus. another chapter In the preser­
vation ofAbraham's seed Is uIllveUed. 

Samson destroyed the grain and orchards of Phillstia and 
on one occasion was responsible for the death of 1,000 of 
their men. At Gaza he is in a certain house, surrounded by 
the Ph1l1stlnes. They watch all day and close the gates at 
night. Samson arose at midnight tore the city gates. from 
their hinges and carried them 38 miles to Hebron. to the top 
ofa hill! 

Chapter 16 IS the famous setting of the famUlar story of 
Samson and Delilah with the powerlul ending where Samson 
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slew more in his death than in his lifetime. A careful reading 
of this section ofJudges will teach us many practical lessons. 
The major point is that we truly reap what we sow (Galatians 
6:7) and that our ultimate trust should be placed in God. 

The last section of Judges-chapters 17 through 21­
magnify the degrading nature of the Israelites existence as 
the people did what they wanted to do rather than fully sub­
mitting to God's way. In Jeremiah 10:23. Proverbs 14:12 and 
21:2 we learn that we do greatly err when we strike out on our 
own. The sin of presumption not only became Adam and 
Eve's weakness but it plagued Israel during the days of the 
Judges. It continues as a major tool ofSatan (Psalms 19:13). 

Joshua had predicted, In his farewell address, the calamity 
awaiting a backsliding people (Joshua 23-24). As we come to 
the end of four centuries past Moses, the book of Judges 
depicts the spiritual sickness hovering over Abraham's .de­
scendants. It will not be long until they beg for an earthly 
ruler so that they can be like the nations about them (I 
Samuel 8). What a decline we can see from the towering 
strength ofIsrael in former days to the scene in Samuel's day 
when the people of God "did that which was right in their 
own eyes" (Deuteronomy 12:8). 

Ruth 

One of the beauty spots of the Bible is the little cameo book 
ofRuth. It is an unusual-even qUaint-treatise on the provi­
dence of God in using Gentile people in the genealogy of 
Christ (Matthew 1 :5-6). So many students of the Bible are 
unaware of the tremendous import of Ruth's life upon the 
powerful character David, who was actually the grandson of 
this sweet and godly woman. For sheer romance and adven­
ture, one would be pressed hard to find a nobler piece of 
Iiterature. 

This challenging masterpiece finds its setting in the days 
of the Judges during a time of famine. A family of Israel 
sojourned into the territory of Moab to escape famine at 
home. The man, El1melech and his wife NaOmi. with two sons, 
Mahlon and Chilion "continued there." The father died in 
that foreign land leaving Naomi with two sons who' soon mar­
ried two women ofMoab whose names were Orpah and Ruth. 
Sadly, the two sons of Naomi also died and she was left alone 
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in a strange place. However, her daughters-in-law were gra­
cious unto her. Word came from the land of Israel that "The 
Lord had visited his people in giving them bread" (1:6). 
Naomi immediately made plans to return to Judea. The two 
women of Moab started to accompany Naomi back to her 
homeland. Unselfishly. the older woman urged them to stay 
in Moab with their family. She expressed deep appreciation 
for the kindness of the two young women who had been so 
comforting to Naomi in the death of her husband and sons. 
Orpah did as her mother-in-law suggested, but Ruth would 
not depart. In one of the tender scenes of the Old Testament, 
this sterling character said to Naomi: 

"Entreat me not to leave thee nor to return from follow­
ingafter thee: for whither thou goest, I w1ll go: and where 
thou lodgest, I wtlllodge: Thy people shall be my people. 
and thy God my God," 

Naomi and Ruth journeyed to Bethlehem and the people of 
Naomi's hometown greeted her. She asked them to calI her by 
the name of Mara. which meant "bitterrtess," due to the 
mournful passing of her loved ones while in Moab. However. 
her sorrow would turn to happiness due to the subsequent 
events in Ruth's life. Naomi would Uve to see much brighter 
days. Like Job, God would bless her "latter days more than 
the beginning" (Job 42:12). 

Anotherbrilliant character now enters upon the scene. His 
name is Boaz, who is a kinsman of Naomi's departed hus­
band. In the Levitical system there was a marrtage1law where­
by kinsmen were obligated to raise up seed on behalf of a 
dead relative. This arrangement Is referred to as the Levirate 
Law (Deuteronomy 25:5-10). LelJtrate literally m~ans "hus­
band's brother." In Leviticus 25:25 additional material per­
taining to matters in the book of Ruth can be helpful to the 
Bible student. An excellent comment is found on ~e 789 of 
the New Bible Dicttonary: 

The book of Ruth shows that the custom extended far­
ther than the husband's brother. Here an unnamed 
kinsman has the primary duty, and onlywhen he refuses 
does Boaz manyRuth. Afurther extension of the custom 
here is that it is Ruth, and not Naomi,'who marries Boaz, 
presumably because NaomI was too old to bear a chlld. 
The child is called "a son to Naomi" (4:17). 

One of the richest verses in Ruth is 2:12 where Boaz speaks 
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to Ruth-"The Lord recompense thy work. and a full reward 
be given thee of the Lord God of Israel under whose wings 
thou art come to trust" 

An interesting ancient custom Is found in chapter four 
when Boaz gets the right to many Ruth by purchasing the 
land belonging to Naomi's family by marriage. This practice 
of casting one's shoe upon the acreage to denote ownership 
sheds some light upon the action of the Prodigal Son's father 
in Luke 15. According to Psalms 60:8 and Ruth 4:7-8, that 
fam1l1ar passage In Luke Informs us that the Prodigal would 
own the land on which he stood. He would be an heir and not 
a slave! 

As the poignant story of Ruth draws to a close we learn 
that Boaz and Ruth were blessed with a chUd because "the 
Lord gave her conception and she bare a son" (4:13). It Is 
significant that a Gentile entel'ed the Messianic lineage and 
became an Important link In the Davidlc chain. As II Samuel 
7:12-14 tells us, Christ came out of the loins of David! See 
also Isaiah 22:22 and Revelation 3:7. The story of Ruth Is a 
powerful episode in the unfolding l1terature that finally 
eventuated in the Redeemer. "Christ is coming" was the 
definitive message of the Old Testament. 

Pertinent Lessons for· Discussion 

I. JOSHUA'S GREAT INFLUENCE AND REPUTATION 

In Judges 2:7 we read words that truly pay tribute to a 
great man of God: 

"And the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua. 
and all the days of the eldersl that outlived Joshua. who 
had seen all the great works of the Lord. that he did for 
Israel." 

Sadly. after this, however, some 300 years of sorrow and 
shame entered the sojourn of God's people. Mediocre and 
even wIcked rulers contributed mightily to the downfall of 
Abraham's seed. Not until Samuel came upon the scene did 
things measurably change for the better. The power of influ­
ence. for good or m. cannot be overlooked. 

Read and discuss these verses: 

Hebrews 11:4 
Matthew 5:13-16 
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II Corlnthlans 3:2 
Ph1l1pplans 2:15-16 
Galatians 2:11-14 
I Corlnthlans 11:1 

U. THE SIN OF FORGETTING GOD'S GOODNESS 

In II Peter 1:12. that great apostle told hIs brethren that he 
stirred up "theIr pure mInds by way of remembrance." 
Though they knew the truth. he underlined it one more time 
lest they forget God's holy and blessed word! Over and over 
again In the book ofJudges we see the tragedy of minds that 
forgot the rich blessIngs God had poured out upon Israel. In 
the stern rebuke ofJudges 2:11-19 we read these words: 

"They turned quickly out of the way which their fathers 
walked in. obeying the commandments of the Lord. but 
they dtd not so." 

When we, today, overlook God as our source of blessing we 
seek In vain to live properly and honestly. A lack of apprecIa­
tion for diVine proVidence is the result of shallow minds. 

Read and discuss: 
Psalms 116:1.12; 8:3-4; 27:1 
Acts 14:17: 17:28-29 
James 1:17-22 
I Thessalonians 5:16-18 

m. PEER PRESSURE 

Idolatry had become a way of life with so many of the peo­
ple in the period of the Judges. It was the popular way to go in 
that anCient setting. God's people were bOWing down to Baal 
and Ashtaroth. pagan deIties from Jezebel's home ofTyre and 
Sidon. Though Jehovah had guided them safely from Egypt 
and had sustained them with manna from heaven, now Israel 
depended upon heathen idols to gIve them crop~!Truly. how 
fickle and frail are human hearts. In 2:17 ofJudges we read 
this stern rebuke: 

"They went a whorlng after other gods. 
and bowed themselves unto them." 

The very first statement in the Ten Commandments forbad 
having any other gods Since the Father above deserved full 
allegiance, homage and loyalty. 
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Today, idolatry of a different, yet definite and dangerous 
nature, exists in our midst. 

Read and discuss thefoUowing: 
I John 5:21 
Colossians 3:5 
Luke 12:15-21 
I Timothy 6:6-17 
Matthew 6:19-33 

N. HUMAN PRIDE 

In 7:2 of Judges it becomes very clear that God does not 
want us to take glory unto ourselves for spiritual victories 
won! Pride is a.deadly vice that can be destructive Indeed. 
More people will be lost eternally because of human vanity 
than perhaps any other thing. We dare not overly esteem our 
own worth nor underestimate the power of our Creator. 

Read. and discuss these verses: 
Micah 6:8 
Proverbs 16:18: 3:5-6 
James 4:10 
Luke 14:11 
Obadiah 3 
II Corinthians 3:5; 10:18 
Zechariah 4:6 
Galatians 6:14 

Let us give God the glory for every victory won and never 
believe that we can conquer anything apart from the power of 
Christ (Philippians 4:13). 

V. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN "WE DO OUR OWN THING''? 

The sordid events chronicled in chapters 17-21 ofJudges 
tell us the result when everyone does that whtch ts right in 
hts own eyes (I7:6; 21:25). 

We should never argue with God (Romans 9:20-22) but 
humbly submit to heaven's will (Romans 12:1-2). When we 
think we can guIde our own steps we ought to read: 

JeremIah 10:23 
Deuteronomy 12:8 
Luke 9:23 
Revelation 22:14 
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Why would anyone desire to stumble and fall through his 
own human blunders when he could follow the Lord in suc­
cessful ways? Do we sing these words honestly? 

HalJe Thtne own way, Lord, 

Have Thtne own way: 

Mold me and make me 

After Thy will, 

Whtle I am yielded and still. 


Questionsfor Discussion and Meditation: 

1. Why do so many fail spiritually? 

2. 	What obstacles keep us from humbly obeying 
our Maker? 

3. 	What attitudes produce stubborn rebellion? 

4. 	How can parents train children to be obedient 
and not rebellious? 

5. Why should children obey parents? Read Ephe­
sians6:1-4 

VI. 	PEOPLE GOD CAN USE 

We have read of great Bible characters who gave them­
selves heartily unto their Creator. Notice carefully this list 
and give at least one major trait that made them helpful and 
influential in matters that are divine and spiritual. 

Noah 
Abraham 
Moses 
Joshua 
Gideon 
Naomi 
Ruth 

Now. discuss negative points concerning these: 

Cain 
Lot's wife 
Pharaoh 
Aaron 
Balaam 
Samson 

What qualities should we have in order to be useful to the 
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cause of God? Read Romans 8:31-39 and Romans 12. 

VB. BEWARE OF EVIL COMPANIONS 

The sad saga of Samson's spiritual decline should clearly 
warn us ofthe truth on Corinthians 15:33: 

"Evil companions corrupt good morals." 

Samson's weakness in often surrounding himself with 
unspiritual associates reminds us of the tremendous impact. 
for good or bad, that our friends have upon us. Ahab and 
Jezebel brought out the worst in each other. as did Ananlas 
and Sapphira. Read I Kings 21-22 and Acts 5:1-14. On the 
other hand, think of the great amount of good to be derived 
from the blending of lives in John's parents (Luke 1:6). the 
friendship between Paul and Timothy and the work of David 
and Jonathan. 

Read and Discuss: 

II Corinthians 6:14-7:1 
I Thessalonians 5:22 
Ephesians 5:11 
II John 9-11 
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I SAMUEL 

The continual struggle to preserve Abraham's seed takes a 

new turn in the book ofI Samuel as we are introduced to the 
period known as the United Kingdom. The 12 tribes of Israel 
will leave the age oftheJudges to be ruled bySaul. David and 
Solomon. 40 years each. as Kings. But. the real man of 
emphasis. beginning with Samuel, is the prophet of God. He 
spoke for God to the people and often had to stand alone 
against popular deSires of weak men. Prophets rebuked 
Kings (II Samuel 12; I Samuel 15:221 and the rulers admitted 
that such an arrangement was proper. 

In I Samuel 3:1 we learn that "the word of God was pre­
cious in those days." It had become a rare and priceless item 
due to the spiritual decline in the days of the Judges. Fervor 
for things divine had decayed and the prophetical nature of 
Joshua's parting words rang through the Judean hills­

"Ifyou forsake the Lord, and serve strange gods, then He 
will tum and do you hurt. and consume you. after that 
He hath done you good" (Joshua 24:20). 

In Psalms 78:60 we learn that "God forsook the Tabernacle at 
Shiloh" due to the ungodly. unconcerned attitude oflsrae!. 

I Samuel does. however. have its bright spots. Samuel and 
his devoted mother. Hannah. are two of the rich characters 
that grace the pages of the book Hannah's deep desire for a 
child-lest she be barren-and God's subsequent blessing of 
opening her womb and granting a son to her is one of the 
dearest stories in the Bible. The prayerful Hannah kept her 
promise and gave Samuel. her precious offspring, into Jeho­
vah's service all his daysl The famous words of I Samue13:9 
portray the devotion of the young man: 

"Speak Lord: for thy servant hearetb." 
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Working under the careful guidance of the great priest Eli. 
Samuel proved to be much more valuable than the sons ofEli. 
Theywere wild and undisciplined due to their father's failure 
to train them properly (I Samuel 3:13). In fact. the shameful 
Uves of those young men, as well as the inadequacy of 
Samuel's offspring, helped Satan to cause Israel to cry in 
chapters 8 and 12: 

"Give us a King that we might be like 
the nations round about us." 

Mter the death of Elt (4:18) the burden of leadership was 
squarely placed upon Samuel. In chapters 5-7 the Philtstines 
oppress Israel by taking the ark of God away from its proper 
place and setting it up in the house of Dagon in Ashdod. a 
major city of Phil1stia. Due to God's displeasure. the people 
there were afflicted with bolls much like the bubonic plague. 
Wherever the ark was moved among the Philistines pesti­
lence followed for­

"The hand of God 'WaS veIY heavy there." 

Eventually. Jehovah's providential care returned the ark to 
Israel. As a memorial to God's protection, Samuel erected a 
stone called Ebenezer saying: 

"Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." 

As a wonderful tribute to Samuel's godly rule we read in 4: 13: 
"So the PhtUsttnes were subdued, and they came no 
more into the coast of Israel: and the hand of the Lord 
was against the Ph1Ustlnes all the days of Samuel." 

It must have been with a broken heart that Samuell1stened 
to the faithless cry of the children of Israel who begged for an 
earthly sovereign to compete with God for their allegiance. 
Jehovah made it clear that the people had ultimately rejected 
Him and not Samuel. In two passages in other places in the 
Old Testament. we learn exactly how Heaven felt about this 
juncture point In Israel's history. 

Psalms 106:15 - God granted them their request but 
sent leanness into their souls. 

Hosea 13:11 - He gave them a kJng in His anger 
and took him away in His wmth. 

Saul, a towering, impreSSive man, was made the first King 
of Israel. At first his choice seemed wise but shortly Saul's 
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lack of spiritual strength became evident and the hope· of 
Abraham's seed was destined to fall upon Samuel again. One 
of the truly sad refrains of all the Bible is I Samuel 12:23 
where the grand old prophet laments to Saul and Israel: 

"But God forbid that I should sin against 
the Lord in ceasing to pray for you...n 

However, even the fervent prayer of a righteous man (James 
5:16) could not overwhelm the wickedness of Saul! In chap­
ters 13 and 15 the King presumptuously disobeys God in 
offering priestly service at Gilgal as well as failing to utterly 
destroy the Amalekites. His weak defense in 15:24 is the epit ­
ome of a life of compromise. Saul stated unto Samuel: 

"I have Sinned: for I have transgressed the command­
ment of the Lord, and thy words: because I feared the 
people and obeyed their voice." 

Saul's desire for popularity reminds us of the salient words of 
Christ in Luke 6:26: 

'Woe unto you when all men speak well of you for so did 
their fathers unto the false prophets." 

In I Samuel 26:21 the first king oflsmel woefully admits that 
he erred exceedingly. played the fool and sinned to the hilt. 
His envious attitude toward David and his sad trek to the 
Witch of Endor would be two expressions of the futil1J;:y of 
Saul's later life. His spiritual decline is one of the sad 
moments in Old Testament history. I personally believe he 
hardened his own heart toward God just as Pharaoh had 
(I Samuel 6:6-7). The poor performance level ofSaul reflected 
upon the poor deciSion of the people to seek a king! Does not 
12:25 sum up theirdllemma? 

"But Ifye shall still do wickedly. ye shall 
be consumed. both ye and your king." 

Because of Saul's shallow nature. a search was begun for 
his replacement. Against all odds. a young shepherd boy, 
David. son of Jesse, was appointed to the awesome task of 
leading the host oflsrael. He was truly"a man after God's own 
heart" (Acts 13:22) as inwardly the Judge of all could see his 
devotion and loyal love (I Samuel 16:7). The great faith and 
trust David had for God's power is graphically set forth in the 
monumental confrontation with the giant champion of the 
Ph1l1sttnes-Gol1ath! A man ten feet tall was no small barner. 
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especially since he had put fear in the hearts of Israelites 
everywhere. How majestic and thrilling are the marvelous 
words that fell from David's Ups as he courageously stood 
before Gol1ath (I Samuel 17:45): 

"Thou comest to me with a sword. and with a spear. and 
with a shield. but I come to thee in the name of the Lord 
of hosts. the God of the armies of Israel. whom thou hast 
defied," 

Under the authority. providence and protection of Jehovah. 
the giant was slain by David. An instant hero often has diff1~ 
culty with applauding crowds and jealous associates. A favor­
ite song of the people taunted Saul with pungent words: 

"Saul has slain his thousands and 
DaVid his ten thousands" (18:7). 

Saul's envy led to constant plots to slay David and to dlive 
a wedge between the young hero and his dearest friend, Jona­
than. who was Saul's own son! The stOI), of Jonathan's love 
for David and his unselfishness in putting the young hero 
above himself is one filled with pathos and tears. Years later, 
even after Jonathan's death, David makes provision for the 
care of the son of Jonathan (II Samuel 9), a Crippled boy by 
the name of Mephibosheth. One verse that comes out of the 
obsession Saul had for the death of David contains the 
famous ~ :>rds of I Samuel 20:3: 

"There is but a step between me and death," 

Truly, Proverbs 14:30 defines what Saul's hatred of David 
produced in his own life: 

"Envy Is the rottenness of the bones. " 

To the contrary, one can rejoice to see David's gracious 
spirtt toward his oppressor, Time and again the shepherd 
king shows a forgiving attitude and a 10ngsuiferIng nature 
toward the very one who sought his life. When news finally 
came to David of Saul's demise, the son of Jesse was deeply 
grieved and begged the Israelites not to rejoice or even 
whisper the fact to the PhilIstines (II Samuel 1). 

Mi\IOr Points for Discussion 

A. HOW TO REMEMBER CONTENTS 

The first seven chapters of I Samuel still refer to the 
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period of the Judges. Eli and Samuel are the last two of 
the fifteen Judges that ruled Israel. Chapters eight 
through the end of the book will deal with the rule ofSaul 
as the first king over the 12 Tribes. For forty years this 
man will demonstrate the folly of seeking human gui­
dance rather than divine leadership. Saul declined. sadly. 
and the people suffered due to his weakness and poor 
decisions. The last few years of his life convey the fra.1l 
nature of unspiritual monarchs and magnify the desper­
ate need we have for heavenly insight. A nation that 
forgets God is always on the brink of certain disaster. 

Read and discuss theJollowing passages: 

Psalms 127:1; 124:8 
II Chronicles 7:14; 13:12; 26:5 
Daniel 3: 1 7 and 4:25 
Acts 5:29 
Romans 13:1 

B. ELI, HANNAH AND SAMUEL 

These three outstanding people form the major charac­
ters in the first seven chapters of I Samuel. It is rare to 
find as godly and sincere folk in any era of time. Hannah is 
the epitome of the virtuous woman of Proverbs 31 whose 
..chtIdren rise up and call her blessed." She deeply desired 
and fervently prayed for a chtId. Should Jehovah bless her 
with a son. Hannah promised to give him to the service of 
God all the days of his life. Thus. Samuel. her long awaited 
offspring. becomes a brill1ant servant in the spiritual 
realm. Her love for God and her chtId is truly a beauty spot 
in the Old Testament. 

Eli made grievous blunders in the rearing of his own sons, 
but contributed might1ly to the godliness of Samuel. His 
influence upon the young man helped build into Samuel a 
constant devotion to the work of the Lord. 

Read and discuss these verses: 

Proverbs 7:2; 12:7; 14:11 
Ephesians 6:1-4 
II Kings 20:1 
I Samuel 3:9 
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C. GIVE US A KING! 

Recall that the people earlier wanted a captain to lead 
them back to Egypt (Numbers 14:4) and you will see how 
apostasy grows. First a captain. later a kIngl How fickle Is 
the heart of man and how frall Is human faith. Once we 
tum away from dIvine guidance and seek the flimsy and 
uncertain leadershIp of men we are In trouble. The popu­
larity craze of wanting to be like the world and desIring 

. the acceptance of our fellows can often lead us Into griev­
ous blunders. 

Read carefully these verses: 

Luke 6:26 
Galatians 1:10 and 4:16 
Matthew 7:13-14 
James 4:4 
II Thessalonians 2: 1 0-12 

It Is sIgnIficant that God allowed them to make poor deci­
sions. We are creatures of choice. Read carefully the 
example of James and John In Mark chapter ten for a 
parallel In the first century. They misunderstood the 
nature ofChrist's kingdom and desired places ofprestige. 
They did get near to the Lord in the Kingdom but it was 
not what they had In mind. James was slain (Acts 12) and 
John was banished to Patmos for "tribulation in the 
kingdom" (Revelation 1:9). Let us be careful what we ask 
for. 

D. THE SAD SAGA OF KING SAUL 

Saul is an Interesting person to study and carefully 
observe. His demIse in the spiritual realm Is a point of 
sorrow in Bible matters. He told the absolute truth in 
I Samuel 26:21. Notice his statement of sadness: 

(1) I have sInned 
(2) I have erred exceedingly 
(3) I have played the fool 

His basic problem Is summed up in 15:24: 

"I feared the people and obeyed theIr VoIce." 


Today we call that peer pressure. So many folk in our era 
of time lack the courage to stand strong for the Lord 
(Ephesians 6:10-17). The deSire to be popular with the 
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crowd has been the downfall of thousands. It takes spirtt ­
ual stalnina to stand up for Jesus but the prtce we pay for 
truth and purtty is worth it! 

Read and discuss: 

I Samuel 15:22 
Proverbs 23:23 
Jeremiah 9:3: 5:30-31 
I Kings 18:21; 22:14 
Acts 4:20; 26:18 
ColOSSianS 2:1-10 
Hebrews 5:9 
~evelatton 22:14 

E. GOD LOOKS UPON THE HEART 

In the selection of David to take Saul's place as earthly 
leader of Israel, we find the monumental utterance of 
I Samuel 16:7 to forever remind us that Jehovah looks 
upon things differently. We may emphasize the external 
while heaven views the Inward part ofman very- closely. At 
this point in David's sincere and simple devotion, the 
young shepherd boy was "a man after God's own heart" 
(Acts 13:22). Later. when David sertously transgressed the 
way of rtghteousness. he was not pleasing to Jehovah 
until deep repentance was reflected in the fervent prayer 
of Psalms 51. It is essential that we never allow ourselves 
to be deceived by outward. pompous, insincere profes­
sions of purtty. We must be genuine, noble and obedient 
followers of the Lord. 

Read and discussfully: 

Jeremiah 17:9 
Ezekiel 33:31 
Mark 7:7-13 
Psalms 19:14 
Psalms 139:1-24 
Titus 1:15 
Luke 6:46 
Matthew 7:21-28 

F. JONATHAN AND DAVID: The Value ofGood Friends 

In chapters 14-21 of I Samuel we learn of the poignant. 
rleh and unselfish frlendshlp that existed between David 
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and Jonathan. This relationship is even more beautiful 
when we understand that Jonathan was Saul's son and 
that ruler despised David. Nevertheless, Jonathan was will­
ing to endanger his own peace of mind and the good will 
of his father to be a true friend and comrade to David. 
This story is one of the finest illustrations ofhow precious 
good friends can be. Not very many people would endanger 
their own life. as did Jonathan for David. in order to main­
tain earthly ties or close bonds of concern and love. 

The value of good friends cannot be too highly esteemed. 
One of earth·s grandest joys surely Is the care and loyalty 
of close friends. Are you a truly good friend to others? 
What are the qualities we rate so highly in this regard? 

Read and discuss: 
Proverbs 18:24 
John 15:13-14 
Mark 5:19 

Remember Paul and Timothy. Christ and John the apos­
tle. Also notice the words of the song: What a Friend We 
Have In Jesus. 

G. THE WITCH OF ENOOR 

In chapter 28 of I Samuel we learn that Saul purged 
wizards and witches from Israel Just as Leviticus 19:31 
had commanded: 

"Regard not them that have famlllar spirits. neither 
seek after wizards, to be def1led by them: I am the 
Lord your God." 

In Jeremiah 44. Jehovah rebuked Judah for making cakes 
for the Queen of heaven which error referred to idolatrous 
worship and paying homage to pagan deities such as 
astrology and the Zodiac today. In Acts 13. Elymas, the 
sorcerer, is called the child of the devil! Many passages. 
such as Ezekiel 21:22. Isaiah 8:20. II Kings 9:23, Deuter­
onomy 18:11 and Psalms 58:5. clearly warn us to stay 
away from fortune-tellers. witchcraft and the like. How­
ever. Saul willfully violated all of these teachings and his 
own decree (I Samuel 28:3) by resorting to "the witch of 
Endor," By this time. though tall in stature. Saul had 
become a spiritual pygmy due to disobedience and envy. A 
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study of! Samuel 28 Is enlIghtening and veIY sad regard­
Ing human nature. 

Questions: 

(I) Why should Christians put absolutely no 
trust in so-called magic? 

(2) 	Discuss Prayerand Providence and Faith In 
God. 
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II SAMUEL 

While the book of I Samuel deals mainly with the reign of 

Saul. it is the kingship ofDavid that occupies center stage In 
11 SamueL If ever a piece of l1terature-secular or divine­
emphasized that "we reap what we sow" it is this section of 
the Bible! 

Jerusalem gains the ascendancy as the place ofGod's deal­
Ings with Israel as the JebusUes are purged and the ancient 
city of Salem becomes the city of Daavid and the hub of 
Judah's activities (II SamuelS and 6). In chapter six we have 
the demanding story of the sin and subsequent death of 
Uzzah who disobeyed expl1cl( Instructions in regard to trans­
porting the Ark of the Covenant. God means exactly what He 
says and all modem l1berals and skeptics need to beware. It 
will not do to plead for "Uberty in Christ" to cover our lack of 
respect for the commands oj Christ (Read Galatians 5:13 
and 6:2.) 

The wonderful connection between David and the Messiah 
is found in II Samuel 7:12-14. Out ofthe loins ofDavid-a key 
figure in the genealogy of the Lord-came a Savior. Notice the 
statement ofJesus in Matthew 22:42-46. How could the Jews 
magnify David and then conSistently reject Christ. whom 
David prophetically call.ed "Lord"? 

The most famous scene in this part of the Bible Is unfolded 
in chapters eleven and twelve. King David was supposed to be 
out in battle but instead he stayed at home. Being out of 
proper place, he left himselfwide-open for sin. He looked in a 
lustful way upon Bathsheba, wife of Uriah, a valiant soldier 
who was away in battle. David coveted her, committed adul­
tery with her and later had Uriah murdered. The intrigue 
that ties these sordid truths together displays the depths of 
stn and shame men and women often plunge into. Had Bath­
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sheba been as modest as the Bible tells women to be 
(I Timothy 2; I Peter 3) perhaps David would not have looked 
upon her lustfully. However, each one paid the high cost of 
low living as the sword never departed from their house 
(12:10). Nathan, as God's mouth (prophet), plainly told David 
what a sinner he had been (12:7) and bread cast upon the 
water would return not many days later (Ecclesiastes 11:1). 
When we sow to the flesh we reap corruption (Galatians 6:8) 
and our sins have a way offinding their way out into the open 
view (Numbers 32:23). David had "sown to the wind" and 
would certainly "reap a whirlwind" (Hosea 8:7). Enemies of 
God would now blaspheme the cause of heaven because a 
leader in Zion had fallen into grievous iniquity. Itwas the day 
many had waited for in mockery and derision (Lamentations 
2:16). When the child born of the adulterous union died. 
David spoke of the innocence of babes and the longing of his 
heart in 12:23: 

"I shall go to him. but he shall not return to me." 

Sometimes critics of the Bible latch onto these dark 
moments in David's life and exclaim that the Bible has such 
sordid stories in it! Actually, the honest, impartial depiction 
of the heroes of the Bible proves the inspiration of the sacred 
text. The good Book only knows one perfect man and in 
straightforward journalism sets forth the weakness ofAbra­
ham, Jacob, David, Simon Peter and all the rest. The impar­
tial nature ofBible teaching is an earmark ofits own inspira­
tion. God is no respecter of persons! (Romans 2:11). 

The terrible impact of David's sins shattered his family as 
well as the nation of Israel. Ungodliness of every sort-even 
incest and rebellion among his children-paved the way for 
some of the truly shocking scenes ofancient history. Perhaps 
no lesson for parents is more indelibly fashioned than the 
never-to-be-forgotten decline and death ofAbsalom. In chap­
ter 18:33 one can weep with David over the end of his insur­
rectionist boy. Absalom. Gullty of arrogance and anarchy. 
this handsome offspring of the King meets his doom while in 
the process of dethroning his own father. Word comes to 
David from a military leader that his enemy is dead. But the 
King knows that it is his beloved boy who has perished. In 
contrite agony a penitent King cries: 

79 



"0 my son Absalom. my son. 

my son Absalom! 

Would God I had died for thee. 

o Absalom, my son, my son!" 

How careful parents ought to be in regard to their influ­
ence. The tender heart of David is also beautifully set forth in 
Psalm 51 where he pours out his veI}' soul in a powerful 
prayer seeking forgiveness. One would be wise to memorize 
such lines as these from that eloquent chapter: 

"Have mercy upon me. 0 God ... Cleanse me from my 
sin...Thou desirest truth in the inward parts...Wash 
me, and I shalt be whiter than snow... Create in me a 
clean heart. .. Restore unto me the joy of thy salva­
tion ... O Lord, open Thou my lips and my mouth shall 
show forth Thy praise." 

David has seen enough men die to know that brief and 
uncertain, at best, are the moments we can claim as our veI}' 
own. Is there a more memorable verse on this theme than 
II Samuel 14:14? 

"For we must alt die and are as water spUled upon the 
ground that can never be gathered again." 

In chapter 24, verse one. we learn of a further transgres­
Sion of David in numbering Israel. This was caused by 
Satan's influence (I Chronicles 21: 1 ) in getting David to trust 
in numerical strength instead ofGod's mighty power (Psalms 
66:7; Judges 7:2; Isaiah 58:11; Exodus 23:2; Psalms 124:8). 

The dosing refrain of II Samuel, however, ends on a high 
note of confidence in Jehovah and loyalty on David's part. 
Some~:me else plans to provide the saCrifice the King should 
offer to the Almighty. But David boldly says: 

"I will not give unto the Lord 
that which costs me nothing." 

All of us need desperately to recognize the prinCiple that sal­
vation and service are individual matters. No one else can do 
the work God has markedfor you or me! David had his weak 
poInts, but he definitely knew that judgment Is on an Indivi­
dual basis. Romans 14:12 lets us know for sure that each one 
of us shall give account of himself unto God! 
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MAJOR POINTS FOR DISCUSSION 


A. THE SIN OF UZZAH 

In Numbers 4:15 the people were told to touch no holy 
thing lest they die. In II Samuel 6 Uzzah disobeyed that 
clear and specific injunction and, for such action. he died! 
God means what He says and we cannot bribe our Maker. 
We Will reap the sad dividends of such behavior. Many 
today reason that our attitude is all that counts and our 
actions are not nearly as important as the spirit we pos­
sess. The Bible tells us that true love results in absolute 
obedience and genuine allegiance to heavenly mandates. 

Read and Discuss: 

Genesis 6:22 
Galatians 5:13 
I John 2:4 and 5:3 

B. DAVID AND CHRIST 

In II Samuel 7:12-14 we learn that Christ came out of the 
loins of David and that God's power vested in Christ 
would be a sceptre of righteousness forever. In Isaiah 
22:22 and Revelation 3:7 we also see the important role 
David holds in the divine plan of the Almighty. Ruth, in 
the lineage of David and Jesus, is another link in this 
spiritual arrangement. In the personal ministxy of our 
Savior. men were asked by Christ to explain how they 
could revere David and not exalt the Redeemer since 
David referred to Him as Lord. Read Psalms 2, Matthew 
22:41-46 and Psalms 110. A great number of Bible pas­
sages help us on this point. 

Read thefollowtng: 
Genesis 49: 10 
Isaiah 9:6-7 
Hebrews 1 

C. PROGRESSIVE NATURE OF SIN 

The vexy first Psalm tells us of those who walk with 
sinners, then stand and finally sit down with error. 
David's life cogently illustrates that progression of Iniq­
Uity. When we get comfortable with sin we are in bad 
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shape sph1tually. Alexander Pope was indeed accurate: 
We don't go down with a quick, hard fall, 
We Just glide along; 
Little by Uttle we I1ghten our load, 
Till we cannot tell right from wrong. 

In Isaiah 5:20 the prophet tells us of the shameful attitude 
of Israel and Judah when they thought error was truth 
and darkness was light! 

II Samuel 11:1 tells us that David was supposed to be out 
in battle. but instead he stayed at home. When we do not 
partake of God-given responsibilities we leave ourselves 
wide open for spiritual blunders. Had David attended to 
duty. the sordid tale of his sin with Bathsheba might 
never have been recorded. The progressive nature of sin is 
one of life's saddest stories. Notice the following Bible ref­
erences on this dramatic point: 

(1) 	Cain and Abel. Genesis 4. Cain's disobedient 
attitude progressed to envy, selfishness.Jealousy 
and murder. Read Galatians 5:19-21. 

(2) Abab and Jezebel-I Kings 21-22. 

(S) Ananias and Sapphira-Acts 5:1-14. 

(4) Jeremiah 2:13 and 7:23-28. 

The remedyJor the progressive nature ojsin: 
I Thessalonians 5:22 
II Timothy 2:19 
Ph1l1pptans 4:8 

D. 	SOWING AND REAPING 

David was sternly rebuked by Nathan. a vety courageous 
prophet. The king honestly admitted his sin. However. 
David had already sown seeds of ruin into his life and the 
future of his family. The sword never departedJrom his 
house (II Samuel 12:10). The sons and daughters ofDavid 
had sorrow upon sorrow and the king himself would face 
many moments of personal anguish due to his poor deci­
Sions and actions. 

When the son born of the unwise union with Bathsheba 
died. the troubled heart of David exclaimed that the chlld 
could not return to him but that DaVid would go to him 
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(II Samuel 12:23)! What a beautiful View, or glimpse, of 
heaven that verse Is. See also: 

Job 3:17 
Psalms 73:24 
Hebrews 11:16 
II Corinthians 5:1 

DaVid's story surely reminds us that we do reap what we 
sow. 

Read Carf'dully: 

Numbers 32:23 
Ecclesiastes 11:1 
Hosea 8:7 
Galatians 6:7-8 

E, INTERESTING VERSES 

1. 	18:33 - DaVid's deep love for an apostate son Is seen In 
the heartbreaking refrain in this verse. Parents truly 
must guard their Influence and prayerfully remember 
that no sorrow hurts so badly as the departure from 
God by our offspring. Daily should we seek for wisdom 
(James 1:5) In this tremendous responsibility! 

2. 23:2 This Is one of the many Bible verses that tells 
us that the Scriptures contain not the thoughts of God 
but the UXJrds heaven intended for us to obey. 

Read and Discuss: 

Jeremiah 1:9 
Jude 17 
I Corinthians 2:13 
John 12:48 
I Thessalonians 2:13 

3. 24:24 - David's Sacrificial Spirit. GiVing is one of the 
m~or topics of the Bible. Some people are guilty of 
underestimating the basic nature and tremendous 
importance of this matter. Our financial contributions 
to the work of the Lord manifest our interest in diVine 
matters. Someone has well stated: 

Our collection Is a reflection 
of the dIVine connection. 

The reason so many get 50 little out of Christianity is 
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because they invest so Uttle money, time. prayer and 
energy in that noble cause. Jesus makes this potnt 
exceedingly clear In Mattbew 6:21: 

"For where your treasure Is. 
there will your heart be also." 

Study and Discuss the Following Verses: 

Luke 6:38 
Matthew6:33 
II Corinthians 8:5: 8:24: 9:6·15 
Malachi 3:8-10 

Neverforget the./Ollowing challenge: 

I Counted Dollars 


1counted dollars while God counted crosses; 

1counted gains while He counted losses; 

1counted my wealth by the things gained in store. 

But He valued me by the scars 1 bore. 


1counted the honors and soughtjor ease; 

f:ie wept while He counted the hours on my knees; 

And 1 never knew. until one day by a grave. 

How vain are these things that we spend a life to save. 
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I AND II KINGS 

The books of the Kings, probably written by Jeremiah, 

have a rich appeal for friends of the Bible. Those who love 
Truth will be especially interested in the courageous stand 
taken by the prophets EUjah, Micatah and Elisha. The weak 
conduct of Ahab and Jezebel, contrasted with the heroics of 
Hezekiah and Josiah, make a study of the kings themselves 
interesting and provocative. The sad story, however, sur­
rounds the rapid decline of Solomon who started so humbly 
and ended so insipid, spiritually. The United Kingdom of 120 
years featured the rise and fall ofall three of its magistrates­
Saul, David and Solomon. The various scenes and characters 
in these two books fashion some of the most colorful hues in 
the mural of Old Testament drama. 

I KIngs 
In I Kings 2:12 we are introduced to the major person in 

the first half of the book when we learn that. through Bath­
sheba's urgent request, Solomon sat upon the throne of 
David his father and his kingdom was established greatly. It 
is chapter three that tells the brilliant story we remember 
from our childhood. Most children blessed by godly parents 
heard the lesson of Solomon's humble request for wisdom (a 
heart of understandIng) when we were young and sat at the 
feet of those who believed in the Bible absolutely. It pleased 
Jehovah greatly that Solomon desired above all else the abtl ­
ity to gUide Israel properly. God granted him the request of 
his heart and immediately Solomon used this wisdom to 
make a decision In a very serious matter. The result ofGod's 
blessing can be read in I Kings 3:28: 
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"And all Israel heard of thejudgment which the king had 
judged and they feared the king: for they saw that the 
wisdom of God was in him, to do judgment." 

In chapters 4-11 the topic of discussion in I Kings Is the 
butlding of the Temple. This great undertaking involved 
seven years, 185,000 workers and millions of dollars. Gold, 
ivory and the cedars of Lebanon were important features of 
the building itself. It might be well for us to remember that 
Stephen clearly taught in Acts 7:48-50 that "God does not 
dwell in temples made with hands" lest we try to use Solo­
mon's expenditures to condone ornate cathedrals for our day. 
It is clear from I Corinthians 3 and 6 (both chapters) that 
individual Christians, as well as faithful congregations, make 
up God's temple in NewTestament days. We can even read in 
I Kings 8:27-39 that heaven was God's dwelling back in Old 
Testament days! Notice verse 27: 

"But· will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold the 
heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee; how 
much less this house that I have bullded?" 

In chapter 10, verse one, we find fascinating words that 
Jesus refers to in Matthew 12:42 when he made it quite clear 
that he was greater than Solomon. I Kings 10:1 states: 

"And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of 
Solomon concerning the name of the Lord, she came to 
prove him with hard questions'" 

Mter careful scrutiny of Solomon's wealth, power, riches and 
prestige she admitted that "the half had never been told" as 
to the tremendous influence of the favored Klngl Sadly, 
though. when the eleventh chapter is unfolded we find that 
"Solomon loved many strange (foreign) women" who turned 
his heart after their gods and away from Jehovah. So serious 
was this apostasy that we can read in I Kings 11:9-11 that 
God was angry wtthBolomon and would rend the kingdom 
Jromhiml 

In I Kings 12 we come to a truly pivotal point In Old Testa­
ment history. The United Kingdom gives way to over three 
centuries of The Divided Ktngdom as Solomon's splrttual 
weakness gives an evil man named Jeroboam opportunity to 
divide Israel. In 12:28 we find words that rtng in our ears. 
Jeroboam, who made Israel to stn, said: "It is too much to go 
up to Jerusalem." In other words. this divider of Abraham's 
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seed was proclaiming: 

'We have obeyed God long enough." 

He set up altars at Dan and Bethel and by-passed divinely 
prescribed arrangements. In lateryears. when anyone Sinned 
grlevous}y.it was stated that "theywalked In the way ofJero­
boam who made Israel to sin." This proverbial statement can 
be found over twenty Umesl 

Ten of the twelve tribes will form the Northern empire of 
Israel with headquarters eventually established in Samaria. 
The two remaining tribes of Benjamin and Judah will form 
the Southern Kingdom of Judah with Jerusalem as their 
chief city. For over 300 years thIs separation would exist. In 
II Kings 17 we learn that Israel went into Assyrian Captivity 
(tn 722 B.C.) while II Chronicles 36 informs us ofBabylonIan 
bondage for Judah In 586 B.C. 

The main difference in the Northern and Southern King­
doms was the fact that at least a few of Judah's kings were 
good. The corrupt nature ofsuch rulers in Israel as Jeroboam 
and Ahab caused the people to decline rapidly. 

Had it not been for the great work of God's prophets, the 
stOIY of this era of time would have been bleak indeed. Com­
ing upon the scene at a most demanding moment were bold 
men like Elijah and Micaiah. The confrontation between the 
prophets of Baal-Introduced into Israel by the ungodly 
Jezebel-and Elijah. on Mount Carmel, is truly one of the 
grandest scenes of Old Testament hlstolY. The man of God 
taunted the ambassadors of Baal when no one came to their 
aid. But Elijah did not call upon Jehovah in vain. The abso­
lute sovereignty of Heaven was clearly shown on that occa­
Sion. The immortal words ofI Kings 18:21 forever remind US 

that God demands that we get off the fence and take a defi­
nite stand in spiritual matters: 

"How long halt ye between two opInions? 
If the Lord be God, then follow Him." 

We cannot serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). We are either 
for God or against Him (Matthew 12:30). As Amos 5:15 point­
edly set forth. so must our allegiance be: 

"Hate the evil and love the good." 

The shallow Uves ofAhab and Jezebel can be clearly seen in 
the closing section of I Kings. First of all, they had a definite 
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dislike for God's messengers. the prophets. They counted 
El1jhah and Mlcaiah as enemies. Secondly. these evil mon­
archs were covetous. greedy and without mercy. as the event 
concerning Naboth's vineyard proves (chapter 21). In the 
third place, and this Is the most devastating one, they did not 
care to seek God's will on any matter. This proved to be the 
fatal blow as it produced Ahab's death. Going against the 
clear words of Mlcaiah, the spineless Ahab goes against 
Ramoth-Gilead in battle. He dIsguises himselfin the garb ofa 
common soldier and remains in the rear of the battle. Never­
theless. an accidental. aimless weapon pierces his body and 
the dogs by the pool ofSamaria lick up blood-royal blood­
the blood of a king who thought he could disobey God and 
still prosper. But God is not mocked! 

There is one baSic thread that runs so true throughout 
I Kings. It is the same old story: God punishes sin; He rewards 
obedIence. For instance. in chapter 13 we read of the young 
prophet who obeyed Jehovah in rebuking Jeroboam, but 
then disobeyed by being tricked by an old man who claimed 
to be God's servant. When we fail to implicitly "trust and 
obey,"we do greatly errl In I Kings 22:14 we find the marvel­
ous attitude of Micaiah. Jehovah's spokesman. His words 
remind us of the proper attitude: 

"As the Lord liveth and speaketh 
unto me, that will I say." 

In spite of the threat of the King and the lies of the men of 
Ahab's court. the prophet stood firm and defied popular 
acclaim. This is a lesson we all need to learn as we develop 
more spiritual backbone in our war against Satan and sin! 

liKings 
The second book of Kings takes us through the period of 

the Divided KIngdom all the way down to BabylonIan Captiv­
ity. The exCiting exploits of Elijah. Elisha, Hezekiah and 
Josiah grace the pages of this eloquent treatise. Idolatty and 
compromise bring about the declIne and fall of the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel to Assyria. In spite of timely work against 
paganism and indIfference by Hezekiah and JosIah, even 
Judah will finally be destroyed. 

The wonderful work of Elijah will be brought to frul tion as 
that grand old prophet is taken up to heaven in a whirlwind 
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(2:11). Like Enoch of old (Genesis 5) he did not see death. 
After the work of Elijah another great prophet comes upon 
the scene to do God's will. Elisha, who desired. "a double por­
tion" of Elijah's spil1t (2:9), did outstanding work for Jeho­
vah. Especially in the story ofNaaman the leper, do we find an 
interesting narrative. This story in II Kings 5 proves that God 
was interested in Gentiles as well as Jews (II Kings 16:6) in 
ancient days, In fact, Jesus refers to this point in Luke 4:27 
by saying: 

"And many lepers were in Israel In the time of Elisha the 
prophet: and none of them was cleansed. saving Naaman 
the Syrian." 

In this story we see the important influence ofa little maiden 
ofIsrael who worked for Naaman's wife. She caused her mas­
ter, Naaman, to make a journey to Israel to Elisha's house 
that Naaman might be healed of his dreaded disease of lep­
rosy. However, the simple nature of God's commands did not 
agree with Naaman's preconceived ideas. "Behold I thought" 
was the leper's exclamation as he went away In a rage still 
uncleansed! Many people today often show disregard for 
"the simplicity that is In Chl1st" (II Col1nthians 11:3) while 
they walk away unsaved! Not until Naaman actually obeyed 
the exact command of the prophet was his problem solved. 
Human arguments never win out over divine mandates. 

In II Kings 7:9 we have a verse that tells us to never be 
selfish with blessings that ought to be shared with others. 
'We are not doing right" is a good theme song for any of us 
when we are stingy or guilty of hoarding good things. Espe­
cially is this true when we keep the glad tidings of the gospel 
from a lost and dying world. 

In chapter nine of II Kings we find the gruesome detaUs of 
Jezebel's death. Such an evil person finally reaped what she 
had sown (Galatians 6:8). Under the chal10t ofJehu. she was 
crushed to death. Only her feet. skull and the palms of her 
hands were left for bul1al, Jezebel was such a symbol of ram­
pant stn that her name is attached to ungodliness in Revela­
tion2:20! 

In II Kings 12:4 we learn that giving unto God in Old Tes­
tament days did involve the heart. It is wrong to refer to the 
Law of Moses as "just a legal code," Not only dtd the people 
abide. by the rules of tithing. they also had the privilege of 
bl1nging to the Lord "all the money that cometh Into any 
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man's head" Under the rich provisions of Christianity, we 
are to cheerfully purpose to be liberal givers to the cause of 
Jesus (II Corinthians 8:5 and 9:6-7). 

A powerful king in Judah was Hezekiah. He was especially 
effective in ridding the Southern Kingdom of idolatry. In 
II Kings 18 he even destroyed the brazen serpent Moses had 
erected (Numbers 21) which the Jews had preserved for cen­
turies and were, by Hezekiah'5 day, using as an object of idol­
atry. Nehustan-it is only a piece of brass-proves how shal­
low paganism can be! But II Kings 19:30 shows us the real 
dimenSion of spiritual strength-"take root downward and 
bear fruit upward." Idolatry within and the oppression of the 
Assyrians without, make Hezekiah's rule a serious challenge 
over Judah. However. God intervened by slaying 185.000 of 
the enemy in one night (19:35). 

The great prophet Isaiah steps to the forefront in chapter 
twenty. He powerfully warns Hezekiah: 

"Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die and not live," 

Every parent needs to be reminded of such responsibility for 
..except the Lord build the house they labor in vain who build 
it" (Psalms 127:1). Hezekiah naturally did not want to die. so 
he begged for an extension of time for his life. God granted 
the request and the king got fifteen more years which he 
spent unwisely. The Bible often stresses that it is not how 
long we live but how well we live that really counts. To be 
honest. Hezekiah even helped Babylon to covet the treasures 
of Jerusalem and the Temple by showing the ruler the pre­
cious vessels used in the worship ofJehovah. In Isaiah, chap­
ters 35-40. we can find parallel passages. One of the most 
beautiful is Isaiah 38:5 where God mentions that He heard 
Hezekiah's prayer and had seen his tears, Heaven does see 
and care (I Peter 5:7). 

There is a vivid contrast in the last chapters of 
IIKings between an atrociously wicked ruler named Manas­
seh and the good king. Josiah. The evil monarch even offered 
children in the fire as saCrifice. while Josiah put an end to 
such shameful practices. For most of his life Manasseh hated 
God's word. while Josiah, in a spiritual revival. restored the 
reading of God's law that had been forsaken, violated and 
forgotten. It is true that, very late in life. Manasseh repented 
of hiS rebellion against divine authority but it was too late to 
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offset much of his influence. Sadly. we learn that his son, 
Amon. followed the evil influence of Manasseh's life rather 
than the latter commitment. II Kings 21:21-22 tens us that 
Amon "served the idols that his father served. and wor­
shipped them: and he forsook the Lord God ofhis fathers and 
walked not in the way of the Lord." Too many parents forget 
that we are building today the spiritual house our children 
will live in tomorrow. The Itttle bit of good In Manasseh's life 
could not overwhelm the multitude ofevil he engaged in. The 
poet was so very correct: 

I saw tomorrow look at me 
From little children's eyes 
And thought how carEiful I should be 
if I were really wise. 

Josiah enters the throne room ofJudah with a monumen­
tal challenge before him. Idolatry must be purged and divine 
worship must take its place. A book containing God's will for 
Israelis found in the Temple. Overlooked for years had been 
the marvelous, eternal message designed to keep Abraham's 
seed close to the heart of God. As Psalms 119:11 brilliantly 
stated, so Josiah begins to emphasize: 

"Thy word have I hid in mine heart 
that I might not sin against Thee." 

In II Kings 22:13 we find that God's wrath was heavy 
against Judah because: 

"Our fathers have not hearkened unto the words ofthls 
book. to do according unto aU that which is written con­
cerning us." 

The passover had not been kept for years, but now the Law 
was honored. Sins were confessed. A revival of spiritual inter­
est was set In motion. According to II Kings 23:24-25, Josiah 
even cast all the sorcerers. witches, wizards and idols out of 
the land. God's word. in complimenting the courageous king. 
said: 

"And like him was there no king before him. that turned 
to the Lord with aU his heart. and with aU his soul. and 
with aU his might. according to aU the law of Moses: 
neither after him arose there any like him." 

The history of Judah would have been brighter had Josiah 
lived longer. But. In the region of Meglddo. the young ktng 
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was slain in battle. Judah lamented hIs passIng. The notice­
able decline In the Southern KIngdom's spiritual fervor sadly 
followed. BabylonIan captivity wasjust around the corner for 
people so easily swayed to return to Idolatxy. 

Interesting Points 

A. SOLOMON 

One of the rare characters of the BIble Is Solomon. the last 
ruler in the United KIngdom of Israel. His spiritual decline, 
and the lack ofgood judgment by his son. helped to divide the 
twelve tribes and bring on three centuries of conflict and 
chaos. In Nehemiah 13 we learn that Solomon married many 
outlandish women. This abrupt statement is just another 
example of his folly. In Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 he admitted that 
his materialistic way of life was "a striving after the wind·' 
and had resulted in vanity and vexation! He had begun so 
beautifully as a seeker after wisdom (I Kings 3) but deterio­
rated due to arrogance, love of money and pitiful decisions. 
By the end of his days, God's people were in bad shape due to 
his sorxy leadership. His closing words, Inspired by God. 
clearly remind all of us to "fear God and keep his command­
ments. for this Is the whole duty of man" (Ecclesiastes 12: 13). 
The poet wisely wrote: 

Out qf this life I'm unable to take 
Things ofsilver and gold that [ make; 
All that [ cherish and all that [ keep. 
[must leave behind when Ifall asleep. 

Questions: 

(1) 	Why do we put so much emphasis upon 
physical and secular matters? 

(2) Why is it so hard to be spiritually minded? 

(3) 	Why do uncertain riches tower above defi­
nite blessings from God in our thinking? 

Read and discuss these passages: 

I Timothy 6:6-17 
Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 
Luke 12:15-21 
Psalms 37:25 
Matthew 6:19-34 
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B. THE HEART-8EARCHER 

No verse is more eloquent and powerful than I Kings 8:39 
that tells us these sobering thoughts: 

(1) God rules in the affairs of men. 
(2) He has the power to forgive our sins. 
(3) He knows our very inward thoughts. 
(4) We should always deeply revere our Maker. 

Many passages tell us that God knows our thoughts. motives, 
attitudes and words. We cannot escape His honest scrutiny. 
nor should we ever try! 

Read and. discuss: 

Psalms 139 
Proverbs 15:3 
Hebrews 4:13 
Acts 1:24 

C. THE POWER OF OUR INFLUENCE 

Over twenty times in the Old Testament Jeroboam is 
referred to as an ungodly influence upon the people of God. 
He made Israel to sin, becomes a proverbial statement. What 
a reputation! Our influence, for either good or bad, lives on 
also. beyond ouryears. In Hebrews 11:4 we learn that a right­
eous man. though long dead, continued to be a reminder of 
the value ofproper influence. In chapter 14 of I Kings we have 
the haunting refrain: 

'What shall become of the child?" 

The child spoken ofwas Jeroboam's son and the answer was 
that he would die and be the only one ofJeroboam's seed that 
had any good in him! In Luke 1:66, virtually the same ques­
tion is aSked concerning the son of godly parents and the 
answer was that John the Immerser would be a burning and 
shining light for God (John 5:35), Parents in love with God 
and truth make a tremendous difference! In II Kings 20:1 a 
great prophet told a bri1l1ant king: 

"Set your house in order for you shall die and not live." 

It is imperative that we guard our influence carefully and 
never engage in matters that are doubtful or harmful lest we 
lose our own souls and hinder others who may be looking to 
us for leadership and example. Jeroboam and Jezebel are 
tragic illustrations of ungodly influences upon societyl 
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Read and discuss: 

Romans 12:1-9 
Ephesians 4:17-24 
II Corinthians 3:2 
I COrinthians 11:1 

D. WHY CAPrIVI1Y? 

In chapter seventeen. verses 7-23. we clearly see why 
Israel and Judah went into Assyrian and BabylonIan bond­
age for many years. Notice the points definitely set forth for 
such calamity. 

1. They sinned against God. 
2. They walked in the ways of heathen. 
3. They tried to hide their evil from Heaven. 
4. They engaged in open IdolatIy. 
5. They provoked the Lord to anger. 
6. They hardened their hearts. 
7. They would not listen to the Prophets. 
8. They became exceedingly vain. 
9. They offered human sacrifices. 

10. 	They followed Witchcraft 
11. 	They kept not God's commandments. 
12. 	They walked in the way ofJeroboam. 

Yes, the exceeding sinfulness of sin overwhelmed them. Read 
Romans 7:13-14: Hebrews 3:13 and II Kings 17:21. 

guestionsfor Discussion: 
(1) Why were God's people 	so ungrateful toward 

the rich provisions heaven bestowed upon 
them? 

(2) Why 	do we today sin so openly agaInst our 
Creator and fail to appreciate the beauty of 
Christianity? 

(3) 	What can we do to show our appreciation for 
"all spiritual blessings in Christ," as Ephe­
sians 1:3 states? 
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lbe fteasures of SIn 
One of the most expressive verses in the Bible is Romans 

6;21. which reads: 'What fruit had ye then in those things 
whereof ye are now ashamed? For the end ofthose things Is 
death." This thought emphasizes the utter futility of the 
wages of sin. To be sure, even the Bible mentions the momen­
tary thrill of sin. THERE IS PLEASURE IN SIN (Hebrews 
11 :25l. but only "for a season." The Devil causes sin to have a 
certain allure. but those who nibble at the bait find only fleet­
ing glimpses of true living-even in the present time! Friend 
of mine, the pleasures of sin are deceptive. temporaIY. high­
priced and eternally a poor bargain. Some have realized too 
late the high cost of low livingl The pleasures of sin are just 
not worth it Belshazzar's revelIY was abruptly ended with a 
stem decree from God Almighty: "You have been weighed In 
the balances and found wanting" (Daniel 5). The wages of sin 
are veIY high. The pleasure of sin Is later changed Into 
remorse, corruption and heartache. On the other hand, the 
Incomparable joy in serving Christ gains new beauty with 
eveIY passing day. It pays to serve Jesus. Now-and in the life 
to come. Do not be detoured from this glorious path by the 
pleasures of sint 

Read the vivid contrast between the goodness ofJosiah and 
the wickedness of Manasseh in II Kings 23:21-28 for a 
classic section of the Bible In this regard. 

Read and discuss: 
ColOSSians. chapter three 


GalaUans, chapter five 

I Thessalonians 5:12-23 


Amos 5:15 

Romans 12:9 
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I ArID II CHRONICLES 
These two books are considered difficult by many, and cer­

tainly unusual by most students of the Bible. Although page 
after page contain genealogy lists for land ownership pur­
poses, one can also find some of the most dramatic and excit­
ing stories in this section of the Old Testament. 

I Chronicles 
In I Chronicles 9:1 we find the gist of the preceding eight 

chapters: 
"So all Israel were reckoned by genealogies; and. behold. 
they were written in the book of the kings of Israel and 
Judah. who were carried away to Babylon for their 
transgression," 

The major purpose ofall these land records appears to be the 
necessity of those who returned from captivity being able to 
relocate in Canaan after seventy years ofbondage in Babylon. 
An example of such procedure can be found in Jeremiah 32, 
where the prophet secures the field of his kinsman, Hana­
meel. and has the purchase arrangements clearly docu­
mented for future use. Incidentally. many scholars believe 
Jeremiah Is the author of Chronicles. 

We read Interesting words ofcommendation in4:9-10 and 
5:18-20 concerning Jabez and the offspring of Reuben who 
were valiant men who trusted God! Heaven always blesses 
loyalty. However, Jehovah later severely punished those once 
called valiant because of spiritual adulteIY. We must main­
tain righteousness and never rest upon past laurels (5:25-26). 

In chapter 10:4-14 of! Chronicles we read of the death of 
King Saul and of the grave mistakes he made. The three 
major blunders were: 
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1. The Presumptuous Sin at Gilgal- I Samuel 13 

2. Open Disobedience to God's Commands - I Samuel 15 

3. Consorting with the Witch of Endor - I Samuel 28 

What a vivid contrast the Bible reader finds between 10: 14-15 
and 14: 16-17 in regard to Saul and David. In chapter ten Saul 
is overthrown because "he kept not the word of God, , . and 
inquired not of the Lord," Conversely. in chapter 14. "David 
therefore did as God commanded him... and the fame of 
David went out into all lands and the Lord brought the fear of 
him upon all nations," This brings to mind the two most 
brt1liant verses in II Chronicles: 

"0 children of Israel. fight ye not against the Lord God of 
your fathers; for ye shall not prosper" !I3:12J. 

and 

"If my people, which are called by my name. shall humble 
themselves, and pray. and seek my face. and tum from 
their wicked ways. then will I hear from heaven and will 
forgive their Sin. and will heal their land" 17:141. 

Those two verses alone make Chrontcles a rich storehouse of 
divine knowledge, However. there is much more. 

Once again. in I Chronicles 13:9-10. we learn the value of 
absolute commitment to God's holy Word. Uzzah's fatal mIs­
take of disobedience forever tells us that Jehovah means 
exactly what He says! We do not have the authority to "go 
beyond the things that are written" (Deuteronomy 4:2; Prov­
erbs 30:5-6; II John 9; I Cortnthlans 4:6: Revelation 22: 18-19). 

In chapter 16;7-36 all servants of God can rejoice because 
of David's beautiful psalm of worship. Perhaps the richness 
of verse 29 is the high crescendo mark: 

"Give unto the Lord the glory due his name: brtng an 
offering and come before him: worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness," 

Truly. this marvelous thought reminds us of the great truth 
Jesus uttered in John 4:24 when the Savior told the Samari­
tan that acceptable worship involves "spirit and truth," Our 
attitude must be right and the items we engage iIi must be 
SCripturally correct. or we worship in vain (Mark 7:7-13), 
Another classic utterance on worship Is found in I Chronicles 
29:1 0-13 where "David blessed the Lord before all the congre­
gation." Notice the depth of expression from the shepherd 
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boy who is now king: 
"Thine. 0 Lord is the greatness and the power. and the 
glOlY, and the victOlY. and the majesty...O Lord and 
thou art exalted as head above all. Both riches and honor 
come of thee and thou reignest above all ... Now. there­
fore. our God, we thank thee. and praise thy glorious 
name." 

One of the great prayers of the Bible is from David in 
I Chronicles 17:16-27. The powerful petition to Heaven con­
tains these pertinent points: 

(1) David's Humility 
(2) God's Greatness and Fairness 
(3) HowWonderful to be God's Servant! 
(4) The Unique Nature ofJehovah 
(5) The Protection God Grants His Children 
(6) Let Us Magnify His Name! 
(7) God Is the Source ofAll Blessings 

Chronicles reveals the sins of David just as clearly as his 
grand traits. David's willingness to follow Satan's influence 
in numbering Israel (21: 1 ). his excessive lust for shedding the 
blood of his enemies-as well as his murder of Uriah-and 
his adultery with Bathsheba. caused God not to allow him to 
build the temple (20:1-2; 22;8; II Samuel 12). May we never 
forget the impartiality of God! 

In I Chronicles 28:8-10 we find David's charge to Solomon. 
Summing up these remarks. as well as verses 20-21, we learn 
the following pOints: 

(1) Keep and seek God's commands. 
(2) Possess the land. 
(3) Leave this inheritance to your children. 
(4) Serve with a loyal heart and willing mind. 
(5) Ifyou forsake Him, beware of His wratp! 
(6) Always take heed and be strong 
(7) Never be dismayed for God will be with you. 

One of the greatest questions of the Old Testament falls 
from David's lips as recorded in 29:5 of1 Chrontcles: 

"And who then Is willing to consecrate 
his service this day unto the Lord?" 

That is sttll a very powerful question! In closing the remarks 
on I Chronicles. one would be Wise to compare 29:23 with 
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I Kings 2:12: Acts 2:30: Revelation 3:21 and 22:1 because we 
clearly learn from these verses that God's throne, Solomon's 
throne. David's throne and Christ's throne are all the sa.me! 
This expression does not refer to a gold chair in Jerusalem, 
but to the sovereign rule of God in heaven! Read John 18:36 
and Revelation 5:10-13. 

II Chronicles 
This book begins with Solomon's wise choice of seeking 

from Jehovah "a heart of understanding," Because the king 
"did not seek riches, wealth or honor," neither death of ene­
mies or long life for himself. God blessed him beyond mea­
sure. In chapter two, verse four. we read that the attendance 
of Jewish feast days and sacrificial systems would be "an 
ordinance forever to Israe!." This passage was tied to the 
temple Solomon would build for the Lord. Sometimes Sab­
batarians of today latch onto this verse to prove the keeping 
of the Sabbath is a perpetual arrangement-a never-ending 
agreement between God and His people. However. this argu­
ment proves too much because one reads in Exodus 30:8 and 
31:16 that the burning of incense is just as lasting as the 
Sabbath. And in Colossians 2: 14-17 we clearly see that 
Christ's death at Calvary abolished the Levitical system and 
the Ten Commandments (Hebrews 8:13; Romans 10:4). We 
are now answerable to the New Testament. sealed by the 
blood of Christ (Matthew 26:28: Galatians 2:21). As long as 
Judaism lasted. all of its appointments were honored­
incense, animal sacrifices, feast days. Sabbath days, etc. 

Chapter three of II Chronicles informs us of the extrava­
gant cost of the Temple. This reminds us of Stephen's bril­
liant proclamation in Acts 7 that God no longer "dwells in 
templ<:!s made with hands." Today, in New Testament Chris­
tianity. the individual child of God is His temple (l Corinth­
ians 6:19-20). We are living stones In the spiritual house of 
the Lord, built upon Christ as the chief cornerstone. as we 
learn in I Peter 2:5-7. 

But when Solomon "dedicated" the Temple in Jerusalem. 
"fire came down from heaven... and the glory of the Lord 
filled the house." This statement of II Chronicles 7:1 intro­
duces the powerful fourteenth verse which tells us of God's 
promise to bless those who would seek His face and do His 
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will. Later. in 7:19-22, Jehovah also promises to curse or over­
throw those who "tum away and forsake my statutes and my 
commandments" as well as "those who serve other gods and 
worship them." Such ungodly action on the part of Israel 
would cause Jehovah to "pluck them up by the roots" and 
"cast out of my sight" such evil ones! Indeed, as Proverbs 3, 
verses 5-7 state, we must "trust in the Lord with all our heart 
and lean not upon our own understanding." We must always 
acknowledge Him as the Creator of the universe and the love 
of our LIFE. 

In chapter9 we find the enthralling stoxy of the visit of the 
Queen of Sheba to Solomon's court. His wisdom, power and 
wealth truly overwhelmed her as she saw the hand of God in 
Solomon's greatness. Had he only remained strong in the 
Lord! What a tragic shame it is to reflect upon the spiritual 
decline of all three rulers in the United Kingdom of Israel­
Saul, David and Solomon! When we are worldlyand arrogant. 
we fight against God's will and this pattern of life can never 
be successful (13:12 and Acts 5:39). 

God's people are divided by evil Jeroboam and by the lack 
of wisdom displayed by Solomon's son, Rehoboam. (Read 
II Chronicles 10:11; 10:19; 12:1: 12:14). Parallel passages are 
in I Kings 11-13. 

The favorable reign of Asa In the Southern Kingdom of 
Judah Is chronicled in chapter 14. Among other things, Asa 
did the following: 

1. Took away the altars of strange gods 
2. Commanded Judah to seek God and obey Him 
3. Guided the land in peace for years 
4. Judah built and prospered 
5. Caused Judah to trust In God 
6. Destroyed the enemy 
7. Rebuked his own mother for idolatxy 

When Asa died. his good influence lived on In Jehosha­
phat, his son. So great was the depth of their lives that men 
blessed by their pure conduct went through all the cities of 
Judah "teaching the people the book of the law of the Lord" 
(17:9). Please compare this with Nehemiah 8:8 and Ezra 7:10 
where the word of God was read distinctly, applied ardently 
and rejoiced In mightily. This far reaching influence for good 
Is always the order of the day when splr1tualpeople stand up 
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for God's way in the midst of immorality! 
Chapter 18 is parallel to I Kings 22 and the story ofwicked 

Ahab and the courageous, righteous prophet ofGod, Micaiah. 
Lessons taught here include the following: 

(1 ) God is not mocked 
(2) Man reaps as sown 
(3) Evil compounds evil 
(4) God will not force us to serve Him! 

. (5) Physical death is not as bad as spiritual 
separation from God due to sin 

(6) No one ever deceives his Maker! 

In 20:15 we learn that godly men always have added 
strength in their battle against evil: 

"Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great mul­
titude; for the battle is not yours, but God's." 

There is a striking contrast between the epitaph for Jeho­
shaphat and the one for wicked Jehoram. No one cared when 
Jehoram died, and he was "buried without honor" (21:20) 
but the good king Jehoshaphat "did that which was right in 
the sight of the Lord" (20:32). Sadly, at the very end of his 
sojourn upon earth. he unwisely made an alliance with the 
ungodly ruler of Israel. We must always be on guard against 
the ploys of Satan! 

In 25:15 we see the vanity ofseeking other power than that 
which God holds for us. The question in this verse reminds 
me of the point we would make with liberals and modernists 
today. 'Why do you try the same old worn-out sectarian 
trends when the social gospel has not been a blessing to 
those who espouse it?" Anytime we are not content with the 
message God has given, we necessarily choose an inferior 
path! To document this point even further, notice the bril­
liance of II Chronicles 26:5 in regard to Uzziah, king ofJudah 
for 52 years: 

"As long as he sought the Lord, 
God made him to prosper." 

It is, therefore, hard to believe the blunder this ruler later 
made when "his heart was lifted up to destruction: for he 
transgressed against the Lord." Uzziah's presumptuous sin 
caused him to "be a leper untU the day of his death" (26:16­
21). God will not allow men to take His place and go their own 
rebellious way and still be blessed by Heaven! 
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Hezekiah, another good king ofJudah, as well as Azariah, 
the chief priest. show the value of devoted loyalty to God's 
decrees as we read 30:8-9 and 31: 1 O. Essentially. the message 
is this: 

1. Do not be stiffnecked as your fathers were. 
2. Yield yourselves to Jehovah, 
3. Worship sincerely and fervently. 
4. Never forget God's compassion, 
5. -and only then-blessings follow 

It is said in 31 :21 that Hezekiah. in every work. sought God 
"with all his heart and prospered'" 

WhyJudah chose to trust in the arm of flesh (earthly rulers 
and military might-32:7-8). instead of allowing Jehovah to 
fight their battles. is a mystery, but it nevertheless eventu­
ated in 70 years of captivity down in Babylon. As one reads 
the last four chapters of II Chronicles. he sees the bitter­
sweet drama unfolding. In the panorama. the characters that 
stand out are the evil ruler ofAssyria. who makes a fancy. but 
futile. speech (32:15) before God destroys his 185.000 troops. 
Also. Manasseh, a terribly confused ruler who runs the gamut 
of debauchery, repentance. and then a reformed life that is 
just too late to salvage his son. is one more person that 
marches across the pages of II Chronicles. JOsiah. the won­
derful. spiritual evangelist who. in kingly ways, leads a revival 
in Judah that just cannot be maintained after his unt1mely 
death. is a breath of fresh air in an othern1se wicked age. The 
rich reward of God's approval. when the people obey during 
Josiah's work. changes violently into the devastating shack­
les of bondage as Nebuchadnezzar comes upon the scene to 
overthrow those who "rose up early to corrupt themselves" 
(Zephaniah 3:7). 

In II Chronicles 36:14-23 we find all the salient reminders 
that resulted in seven decades of captivity in Babylon for 
Judah: 

1. Priests and people were in open rebellion. 
2. They polluted the house of God. 
3. They mocked the prophets. 
4. They DESPISED the Holy Scriptures. 
5. Babylon burned the Temple. stole the vessels of 

worship and broke the wall ofJerusalem down. 
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6. 	70 years of bondage ENSUED until Cyrus. King 
of Persia. let Judah return home! 

God's people had sown to the wind and had reaped a whirl­
wind (Hosea 8:7). 

Pertinent Passages 
There are many passages ofpathos in the almost unknown 

book of II Chronicles. These pertinent pOints have a defini te 
tinge of sadness that I1nger In the memory' for years. Some of 
the finest preaching material one could ever expect to find in 
all the Bible Is In this section ofScripture that tells of the last 
moments prior to Babylonian CaptiVity. Judah would spend 
seventy long years In bondage because they had rejected the 
message of the prophets and had perverted justice as they 
fought against the mandates of heaven. They were truly 
without hope and without God because they chose so to be 
(II Chronicles 15:2-3). When men refuse the glory' that is 
available. they dwell in a dungeon of their own misery'. May 
we never forget this maxim: 

We can easily forgive a child who Is afraid of the dark. 
The real tragedy of life is when men are afraid of the 
Light. 

In 7:14 of II Chronicles we have one of the excellent and 
pivotal statements of the Old Testament. It Is here that the 
Almighty promises forgiveness, blessing and joy contirigent 
upon Israel repenting, praying and turning to a richer. fuller 
spiritual behaVior. Millions blame God for a lack of success in 
I1fe when. actually. the culprit would be an existence out of 
step with the Maker. Paul made it clear in Romans 9 that 
when the creature "talks back" to the Creator. only chaos 
exists. Always remember: 

"It is not the greatness of my faith that moves moun­
tains, but my faith in the greatness of God." 

Someone has well said that we cannot control the length of 
our life. but we can control Its depth and width. In 13:12 of 
II Chrontcles. it Is crystal clear that when we fight against 
God we never shall prosper. Conversely. in 26:5 we are blessed 
to learn that as long as we genuinely seek the Lord. our way 
will prosper! In John 15:5-7 we hear the Master proclaim that 
without Him we can do nothing. It is so sad to realize that 
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shallow man robs himself of available joys almost daily. H. R. 
Trickett. in a stirring gospel song. wrote these grand words: 

The tempest may rage and the hunicane roar, 

Yea, the wind and the torrents descend, 

And the strong gates ofhell 

May assail it in vain. 

For the kingdom shall stand till the end. 


One thing for sure. when men war against Heaven. they can 
never be victorious! 

In 15:16 of this powerful Old Testament book we are chal­
lenged to read ofAsa. the king who removed his mother from 
being queen "because she had made an idol in the grove." Asa 
cut the idol down. stomped it and burnt it. What noble cour­
age it took to stand up for Truth and put Jehovah above 
family. We need a double portion of that spirtt today instead 
of folk who change their views on marriage and divorce just 
because their own family is involved! In 19:2 we have a burn­
ing question that all compromisers should seriously con­
sider: 

"Shouldest thou help the ungodly. 
and love them that hate the Lord." 

Only the wrath of God awaited such fence-straddlers! At the 
end of chapter nineteen we read these fascinating words: 

"Deal courageously, and the Lord 
shall be with the good." 

What a vivid contrast can be found in the praise Hezekiah 
received from Jehovah and the stem rebuke given to Judah 
prior to bondage in Babylon. Notice the distinctive difference 
in II Chronicles 31:21 and 36:16: 

"In every work that he began in the service of the house 
of God. and in the law. and In the commandments. to 
seek his God. he dId it with all his heart. and prospered." 

However, the terse statement God made to Judah rings out: 

"But they mocked the messengers of God. and despised 
his words, and misused hIs prophets. until the wrath of 
the Lord arose against his people. till there was no 
remedy." 

Jeremiah made it clear that Judah was a nation that obeyed 
not their Maker and. as a result. they would endure seven 
decades of misery in a foreign land, It just does not pay to 
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fight against God. And yet. so many do! J. C. Moore helps us, 
in this song, to follow a wiser. nobler path: 

Someti.mes He leads to the conflict. 
Wherefoes. strong and mighty assail, 
But in Hts strength I can conquer 
Through Him I can ever prevatL 

Lessons for Discussion 

A. CONTRIBUTIONS TO CAPTIVrIY 

The last chapter ofII Chronicles clearly informs us of the 
reasons for seventy years of bondage in a foreign land for 
Judah. Notice the major contributions to this sad epoch 
in the sojourn of God's people: 

1. King 	Zedekiah set a bad example of rejecting the 
Lord's word by the mouth ofJeremiah. 

2. 	The ruler of the people was arrogant and disobedient 
and thus set a bad example for the people. 

3. 	He hardened his heart and would not surrender to 
Babylon as God's prophet commanded. 

4. The prtests and the people polluted the house of 
Jehovah. 

5. They mocked God's messengers. the prophets. 

Ezekiel 36 is another great commentaIY upon the spirit ­
ual famine that produced seven decades ofbondage. They 
had disgraced God's name among the heathen. For thIs 
crime against heaven they would spend many days among 
the pagan people they so desired to emulate (Ezekiel 
20:32). Today when men make light of divine mandates 
they war against the Lord (Acts 5:39; II Chronicles 13:12) 
and success will certaInly elude them! 

B. FlGUTING AGAINST GOD 

Just as Judah rebelled against the divine will in ancient 
days, so do mlllions today engage in such folly. In both 
eras of time such folk will not ultimately prosper. Seeking 
first God's kingdom is the magic formula of spiritual suc­
cess (II Chronicles 26:5; Matthew 6:33) and the sooner 
mankind realIzes thIs premise. the happier he will be 
(Psalms 144:15). How do men war against Jehovah today? 
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1. 	Hypocrisy in Religion 
Read the blunt denunciation of insincerity Christ set 
forth in Mark 7 and Matthew 23. To be genuine in our 
profession of Christianity is a must for those desiring 
heaven. A lack ofardent devotion sentJudah into many 
years of sorrow. 

2. 	False Religions 
Jesus made it clear that those systems butlt by men. 
and not authored by God, would crumble (Matthew 
15:13-14; Colossians 2:8-10; Psalms 127:1). Such may 
flourish in the here and now, but eternally they will be 
void of comfort or reward. It is the church that Christ 
promised to build that ought to occupy first place in 
our affection (Acts 20:28; Matthew 16:18). 

3. 	Ungodly Homes 
Since marriage was the first divine arrangement 
(Genesis 21. we must be keenly aware of its sublime 
importance. Anyone who defames its beauty. sanctity 
and importance will give account to God on Judgment 
Day! The four major Bible points concerning the home, 
as Jehovah wants it to be. are these: 

a. 	God's will comesflrst- Psalms 132:3-5 
b. The husband 1s the head of the home - I Corin­

thians 11: 1-3 
c. 	The wife is in subjection and yet is the queen of 

the home - Ephesians 5:22-23; Titus 2:5 
d. 	Chlldren must be disciplined by love - Ephesians 

6:1-4; Hebrews 12 

Today. In our nation alone. nearly one and a half mil­
lion divorces are granted every year. Malachi 2:16 
Informs us that God hates divorcel So should we. 

4. 	Lack of Moral Purity 
Sadly. millions engage In immorality. filth. debauchery 
and pornography to the tune ofbillions ofdollars and a 
corrupt sot:iety~ To be pure In heart (Matthew 5:8) is 
almost a lost art. TrUly. we war against heaven in the 
landslide of licentious behavior that overlooks the joy 
of righteousness and the beauty of holiness. What can 
each qf us do to tum the tide back to God? Think! 
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EZRA.. NEHEMIAH 

AND ESTHEK 


Ezra 
After seventy long years down in Babylon, the children of 

Israel, Abraham's seed, looked longingly to the hills of home 
in Judea. Although the majority of the Jews (II Kings 16:6l 
would never return, there did remain in the hearts of most of 
them a tender. poignant reminder of "the days that used to 
be." The scattering, or dtspersion. of the Israelites gave Gen­
tile people an opportunity to hear of the coming Messiah as 
both Jew and Greek assembled in the synagogues to hear the 
Law read. The end of captivity paved the way for the begin­
ning of "the fulness of time" (Galatians 4:4l when "in due 
time" (Romans 5:6) Christ came! Ezra played a major role in 
making this hope a reality because his monumental contri ­
bution to the preservation of God's chosen family (Genesis 
22:18) was the restoration of the word of God in the hearts 
and lives of the people who returned to the promised land. No 
verse in the Old Testament has stronger loyalty blended into 
its words than does Ezra 7: lO: 

"For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the 
Lord, and to do it. and to teach in Israel statues and 
judgments." 

Nehemiah rebuilt the walls to keep Jehovah's servants pro­
tected from the heathen while Ezra recharged their spiritual 
batteries to protect them from Sin and shame! 

According to II Chronicles 36 and Isaiah 45, PerSia, under 
Cyrus. conquered Babylon. This was 536 years before Christ 
and Persian rule was generally gracious, kind and fair to the 
Hebrew people. Shortly ruter Bab}1on was overthrown, some 
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50,000 Jews, under the leadership ofZerubbabel, returned to 
their homeland. Approximately 80 years later Ezra led thou­
sands more back to Palestine. It seems that Ezra had served 
in the Persian court as Secretary of State on Jewish Affairs 
and the urgent need In Judea for restoring the spiritual fiber 
of God's people called him back. In Nehemiah 8 we leanl of 
his brilliant work In reading the law of God. In Ezra 9 and 10 
he had the difficult task ofgetting the foreign wives put away 
from the camp of Israel. All in all, Ezra served in tumultous 
times but in areas ofspiritual need that demanded great men 
like him and Nehemiah as well as noble women like Queen 
Esther. The last century of Old Testament history shows us 
many scenes that captivate our minds with challenging stor­
ies of the restoration of the Jews. Haggai deals with the 
rebuilding of the Temple; Nehemiah tells of the walls of Jeru­
salem rising again; Mordecai and Esther save Israel from 
Haman's wicked plotting while Ezra puts the sacred word 
back into hearts and lives that had been spiritually barren. 
Those were exciting days! 

There areJour major lessons one can learn from the book 
of Ezra. Actually, these pOints are timeless; they would be 
pertinent in any age. We can benefit from a careful analysis of 
Ezra's work even today. Here are the thoughts that we must 
consider: 

I. WHAT A LACK OF BIBLE STUDY PRODUCES 

In Isaiah 5:13 we see that bondage was the result of spirit­
ual ignorance. When we fatl to develop into teachers of the 
Scriptures (Hebrews 5:12) our very lack of knowledge de­
stroys us (Hosea 4:6). For years and years, God's people had 
forgotten the Law and had drifted into apostasy with short 
steps of apathy that resulted in a long journey far afield from 
Jehovah and His will. When Ezra read the word of the Lord to 
the people they wept bitter tears because their lIves were so 
messed up and they knew they had failed miserably as ser­
vants of God. Notice the pathos of Ezra 9:6: 

"0 my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift my face to 
Thee. my God. for our iniquities have risen higher than 
our heads. and our guilt has mounted up to the 
heavens." 

Israel had not partaken of the Passover for years and years 
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and their leaders honestly admitted in 9:10: 
'We have forsaken thy commandment." 

There is probably no sin more prevalent among us today than 
that of failing to studyand heed God's word. Let us learn from 
the sad saga of Ezra to be wiser than they! 

n. MARRYING OUTSIDE GOD'S FAMn..y 

Back in I Kings 11 we learn the tragic results of Solomon 
marxytng strange, or foreign, wives who turned his heart 
from the worship of God. The evil influence of paganism 
Jezebel introduced into Israel is another weak point from 
Ahab's life as welL In the New Testament we are taught to 
"marry only in the Lord" (1 Corinthians 7:39). Evil compan­
ions do "corrupt good morals" as I Corinthians 15:33 tells us. 
How can we seek first the kingdom of God if we marry some­
one not even in that kingdom (Matthew 6:33)? Unequal yok­
ing with unbelievers in any realm of life is a serious mistake 
(II Corinthians 6: 14). One of the gravest problems Ezra faced 
was getting the Jews to put away their mates who were not 
God's servants. ProviSions were made for them and the child­
ren of such alliances but it was a dire necessity to restore the 
pure lineage of the seed ofAbraham. Such stringent arrange­
ments seem terribly harsh today, but spiritual matters take 
precedence in the Bible. We ought to train our children to 
"walk in the way of the Lord" (Genesis 18:19) and seek mates 
that are loyal and faithful to Christianity lest the cause of 
Truth be hindered (I Peter 3:1-7). It would help us all to 
remember the great point found in the statement: 

Those who marry a child of the Devil wt1l always 
have trouble with their father-in-law. 

m. THE POWER OF PREACmNG AND PENITENCE 

Have we ever seriously conSidered what Judah's history 
would have been without the dynamic work ofJeremiah prior 
to captivity, Ezekiel's preaching during bondage in Babylon 
and Ezra's valiant teaching following the seventy years of 
servitude? The restoration of the Jews was primarily due to 
getting the Law of Jehovah back in the hearts of the people. 
Nothing can make an honest man repent of his sins any 
qUicker and more surely than clear pronouncement. with 
conviction, of Holy Scripture. In Nehemiah· 8:8 we See the 
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impact of Ezra's work: 
"So they read In the book of the law of God dlstlnctly. and 
gave the sense, and caused them to understand the 
reading," 

In the vexy next verse we see these solemn thoughts: 
"For all the people wept, when they 
heard the words of the law," 

However, when penitent hearts respond to sacred truth they 
find joy in their new found obedience as Nehemiah 8:10 
affirms: 

"For the joy of the Lord Is your strength." 

When Ezra set about to lead Israel in the paths of righteous­
ness he admitted in deep gratitude in Ezra 7:20: 

"And I was strengthened as the hand 
of the Lord my God was upon me," 

When God's holy will blends with man's free will in obedience 
the result is always a blessing (see Ezra 7:13)1 We need bold 
preaching and sincere hearts today! 

IV. THE SORROW SIN ALWAYS BRINGS 

One of the finest passages to 1llustrate thIs point Is Ezra 
9:13-14. Notice carefully these pungent comments: 

"And after all that has come upon us for our evil deeds 
and for our great guilt seeing that Thou, our God, hast 
punished us less than our Iniquities deserved and hast 
given us such a remnant as this shall we break Thy 
Commandments again and Intermany with the peoples 
who practice these abominations?" 

In spIte of theIr mIstakes of the past they were told: 
But even now there is hope for Israel~ 


ArIse. it is your task~ 


Be strong and do it. 


Ezra mourned over the faithlessness of the exiles all one 
nIght, refusIng to eat or drink. he was so deeply burdened 
over their sin (10:6). Israel had so "greatly transgressed" that 
it would "take more than a day or two" to resolve the matter 
00:13). In Nehemiah 1:4 we learn that another great man 
"sal down and wept. and mourned for days" in the midst of 
"fasting and praying before the God ofheaven" because of the 
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result ofIsrael's sins. Ezra 8:22 cogently informs us: 
"The hand ofour God is for good upon all that seek Him. 
and the power of His wrath is against all that forsake 
Him," 

The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23) and the price paid 
for following the devious ways of Satan never goes down! . 

There are several thoughts in the book of Ezra that. are "as 
rich as cream." One point that never ceases to thrill me is 
6:10 where Darius. the Persian ruler. not only gives com­
mands authorizing the building of the Temple and the finan­
cial backing of the same. he also asks God's people to "pray 
for the life of the king and his sons." What a compliment to 
the power of Jehovah! Another passage that ought to cause 
us to do some soul-searching is 8:22 where Ezra refused to 
seek help from earthly powers: 

"For I was ashamed to ask the king for a bank ofsoldiers 
and horsemen to protect us against the enemy on our 
way; since we had told the king. 'The hand of our God is 
for good upon all that seek him. and the power of his 
wrath is against all that forsake Him:" 

We should never forget Psalms 124:8, "Our help is in the 
name of the Lord who made heaven and earth," Our natural 
response to Jehovah for all his benejlts toward us (Psalms 
107:21) should coincide with Ezra 3:11 where: 

"They sang responsively. praising and giving thanks to 
the Lord. for He is good, for His steadfast love endures 
forever toward Israel." 

Ezra was indeed a scribe skilled in the law of Moses and the 
hand of the Lord was upon him (7:6), He belongs in a very 
select group of noble servants of Jehovah portrayed on the 
pages of the Bible. We owe a lot to himl 

Nehemiah 
Some critics of the Bible scoff at Nehemiah as being a 

bricklayer's book. But there is a much deeper plot than that in 
this dramatic section of God's word. The purpose of rebuild­
ing Jerusalem's wall was to keep Abraham's seed safe within 
and the world outside the confines of the city David had 
taken from the Jebusites (II Samuel 6). Itwas imperative that 
Israel remain intact until the coming of the promised Seed 
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(Galatians 3:16). Following the seven decades of bondage in 
Babylonia it became very important for the Jews to go back 
home and build again the walls and the Temple that Nebu­
chadnezzar had broken down. Nehemiah. a godly servant of 
Jehovah. rises to the occasion and fills an important role in 
the restoration ofJudah's hopes. 

The setting is 430 B.C. during the days of Persian rule. 
Nehemiah occupies the role of cupbearer to the King. Wcrrd 
filters into Persia telling of the need for help by God's people 
in Judea. Nehemiah deeply longs to assist in the re-establish­
ment of Jerusalem's power that has been in decadent array 
for over one hundred years. This great and humble man wept 
for days and contritely confessed that Israel. his own father's 
house and Nehemiah himself had sinned grievously. Notice 
the words of 1:7: 

'We have acted very corruptly against Thee." 

Nehemiah was so distraught that his countenance was eVi­
dent to the King. When asked by the ruler the reason for a 
heavy heart, Nehemiah requested of the King a leave of 
absence to go back to Jerusalem and rebuild it. It is signifi­
cant that prior to asking the Persian leader, 2:4 tells us that 
Nehemiah "prayed to the God of heaven." He was truly a man 
of prayer! Not only did the King allow Nehemiah to leave. but 
he also proVided for a safe journey and material help for the 
work that was needed in Judea. Notice the beauty and power 
of Nehemiah 2:8: 

"And the king granted me what I asked. for 
the good hand of my God was upon me," 

As Nehemiah arrives in Jerusalem we are immediately 
introduced to the Samaritans. half-breed antagonists of the 
Jews who are displeased that"someone had come to seek the 
welfare of the children of Israel." Many taunts. insults and 
challenges will proceed from these enemies before Nehemiah 
succeeds in rebuilding the walls. In fact. after arising in the 
night to secretly assess the gigantic problem before the Jews. 
Nehemiah acknowledges that the task is so great that only 
the good hand of God upon them and the zealous work of all 
Israel can accomplish the task. Added to the desperate prob­
lem before them was another frontal attack by the Samari­
tans. led by Sanballat, who "derided us and despised us" 
Nehemiah 2:19 affirms. They were tersely reminded that 
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Samaritans had no memorial at all in Jerusalem so go on 
back to Mt. GeriZiml Time and again. however, the relentless 
Samaritans will bother Nehemiah and his fellow-workers. 
Four of their major tactics, aimed at delaying the task Nehe­
miah returned from Persia to accomplish, were: 

1. Accused the Jews of rebelling against the King. 
2. Laughed at the weakness of the wall. 
3. Attempted to stall the action by having "summit 

conferences," but Nehemiah was too busy to talk! 
4. Plotted to make war against God's people. 

In rebuttal to the burning question ofSanball at: 'What are 
these feeble Jews doing?" Nehemiah 4:6 joyously proclaims: 

"So we built the wall... for the 
people had a mind to work," 

They prayed to God (4:9) believing He would fight for them, so 
they were not afraid ofthe Samaritans (4: 14-20). Due to their 
prayerful, energetic actions. the wall was built in 52 days 
(Nehemiah 6: 15). In verses nine and sixteen ofchapter six we 
learn a valuable lesson. When God's people persevere in a 
work ordained by heaven, all the servants of Satan cannot 
gain a vtctOJ:Y over us. Even the opponents oflsrael "perceived 
that this work had been accomplished with the help of our 
God." Nehemiah's dependence upon the Lord is beautifully 
expressed: 

"But now. 0 God, strengthen thou my hands." 

The result: The nations round about Jerusalem fell in their 
own esteem and were greatly afraid! What a difference it 
makes when we are on God's side! 

In chapters eight and nine we have the combined, success­
ful effurts of Nehemiah and Ezra. In 8:3 we read: 

"And the ears of all the people were 
attentive unto the book of the law." 

In verse 18 of this section of the book we further notice: 
"And day byday, from the first day to the last day, he read 
from the book of the law of God." 

Spiritual depth always results from constant devotion to the 
Holy Scriptures. Nehemiah, chapter nine. contains the elo­
quent speech of Ezra. It Is a brilliant summary of Old Testa­
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ment history. Theftve main points in this extremely interest­
ing address are the following: 

1. God kept his word in fulfilling the land promise to Abra­
ham's seed (9:7-8). This dIsproves claims beIng made 
today by many preachers who say such promise is yet to 
be fulfilled. 

2. 	The Sabbath was made known at Mt. Sinai when the Ten 
Commandments were given. This disproves the idea that 
the Sabbath was kept from Creation (9:14; Ezekiel 20:12). 

3. 	The presumptuous, rebellious actions of Israel had re­
sulted in many days of heartache and years of bondage. 
The golden calf Incident was an example of such spIritual 
anarchy. 

4. 	9:33 sums up the bIttersweet relationshIp of Creator­
creature: 'We have acted wickedly and thou hast dealt 
faithfully." 

5. 	The mercy and grace of God Is powerfully summed up in 
9:30-31: 

"Many years thou didst bear with them and didst 
warn by the Spirit through thy prophets; yet they 
would not give ear. Therefore thou didst give them 
into the hand of the peoples of the lands. Neverthe­
less.. in thy great mercies thou didst not make an end 
of them or forsake them; for thou art a gracious and 
merciful God," 

In the very last chapter of Nehemiah we learn that the 
Israelites had so Intermingled with the nations about them 
that they were speakIng half in the language ofAshdod-one 
of the famous cities of Philistia. Too many times today the 
language of the world seeps into the vocabulary ofChristians, 
Let us all sincerely pray as Psalms 19:14 tells us: 

"Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my 
heart be acceptable in thy Sight, 0 Lord. my Rock and my 
Redeemer," 

The clOSing epItaph in Nehemiah is a wonderful thought 
to close with: 

"Remember me, 0 my God, for good." 
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Estber 
There Is no book in all the annals of history or literature 

that excels the narrative of Esther in the Old Testament It 
has a thrilling tempo and a sparkling cadence that puts it in 
an incomparable realm of drama and pathos. The name of 
Jehovah is absent from its scintillating pages but His sub­
lime presence pervades every scene. To the student ofancient 
history, the saga of the Persian throne is pulsating. To the 
student of Scripture. Esther holds a splendor unsurpassed. 
In a practical way we can glean from this book precious 
truths that enthrall us and challenge our deepest sense of 
loyalty as children of God. The providence of Jehovah per­
meates the sacred text as we become acquainted with Ahasu­
erus, the Persian ruler, Vashti, the modest queen, Mordecai, 
the faithful Jew, and Haman, the wicked counselor. But the 
spotlight is upon a beautiful young woman who comes upon 
the scene for a strategic occasion to preserve Abraham's seed 
from extinction. The sovereignty of God, versus the immuta­
ble decree of Persian rule, hovers in the background of every 
salient scene. The promise of the Messiah (Genesis 22:18) is 
threatened by the sinfulness of man in one of the Bible's 
most articulate passages. In many ways. the panorama of the 
sacred story is imbedded in this historical masterpiece. Our 
general failure to study, preach and write concerning Esther 
has robbed us of a closer walk with our Maker. 

If there is one major thrust in this section of the Bible. it Is 
the blazing message Daniel 4:25 recorded in a classic setting: 

"Jehovah rules in the kingdoms of men." 

Oh. how we need to learn that the destiny of the world is in 
His almighty grasp and not in the puny machinations of 
men! Beleaguered saints in John's day learned that Caesar 
had not pushed God off the throne of glory (Revelation 4: 1 ) 
just as Babylon's ruler acknowledged the God of Israel as the 
One who holds sway in the lives of men (Daniel 3:29). For 
Christians today to live in doubt and fear, in view of the 
awesome power of our Father above. is but an open confes­
sion of our shallow concept of creative genius. Since "He 
ruleth by His power forever" (Psalms 66:7), wisdom demands 
that we recognize His absolute sovereignty. 

As the story unfolds. we admit to a definite appreciation 
for Vashti, her sense of modesty, and her desire for purity, 
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regardless of the cost of such action. The King demanded 
something of her that pandered to lust and sensual wicked­
ness. Principle came before popularity with the queen. Many 
women today, in lesser positions, need to learn the beauty of 
holiness and the challenge of shamefastness (I Timothy 
2:9-12: I Peter 3:1-3). Too many women had rather be chased 
than chaste. If every woman in the Lord's church would just 
spend as much time studying the Bible as she does before a 
mirror. knowledge of Truth would double. Vashti put a pre­
mium upon purityat a time when pressure dictated an easier 
deciSion. We cannot keep from wishing that more women 
today had a nobler taste for modesty than for fashion 
madness. I 

Another brilliant message of Esther is, always be ready 
Jor service in God's vineyard. Mordecai seized the opportun­
ity to prepare Esther "for such a time as thIs" (4:14) and the 
pretty damsel was ready to engage in the necessary dangers 
attendant to the challenge. Hosea's message, "It is time to 
seek the Lord" is ever fresh and apropos. It is our duty to be 
alert. diligent and submissive when the Lord needs helpers. 
Esther proved to be courageous, versatile and perceptive In 
divine matters. 

The prayerful spirituality of her kinsman, Mordecai. was 
not in vain when the necessary moments of intervention 
arrived upon the solemn scene. MordeCai's unwavering dedi­
cation to the Almigh ty's sublime leadership is one of the rich 
fIbers of the entire Bible. That man of God would not bow 
down to Haman's pride or pomp. It takes genuine depth to 
see through human threats and pompous actions-espe­
cially when one is in the definite minority and struggling for 
survival. But our Redeemer "sees our tears and hears our 
prayers" (Isaiah 38:5). Often, at a later hour. when we really 
need help in the midst of abject adversIty, we reap the glor­
Ious dIvidends of the righteousness we have sown. Morde­
cai's great courage in saving the klng's life received no imme­
diate notice or reward. However, in the very shadow ofcertain 
death on Haman's gallows, the deed came to light and 
received its proper credit. The Lord's time schedule may differ 
from ours, but HIs Book of Remembrance is infallibly accu­
rate (Esther 6:1-3; Malachi 3:16). Hagar was correct in Gene­
sis 16:13: 

"Thou, 0 God, seest me." 

116 



The somber end ofHaman's folly echoes down the centur­
ies. Evil men perish by their own cunning. The gallows of that 
wicked plotter projected into the sky and called forth the 
wrath of the Lord ofSabaoth. God is not mocked and sin has 
its own inevitable reward of ruin, As Proverbs 13:15 and 14:9 
graphically foretell. so despicable men finally learn: 

"The way of the transgressor Is hard." 

and 


"Fools make a mock at sin." 


The one sterling lesson that lingers in our hearts, as we 
come to the close of the dynamic book of Esther, 1s the fact 
that God's will shall be done ultimately-whether or not we 
participate in concerted action with Him. The sooner we 
really say, "Thy Will Be Done•.. the better our lives will be for 
time and eternity. E. E. Hewitt captured this pertinent refrain 
in song: 

Give me thy heart, 

Give me thy heart, 

Hear the sweet whisper. 

Wherever thou art; 

From this dark world 

He would draw thee apart, 

Speaking so tenderly, 

Give me thy heart! 
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REVIEW OF 

GENESIS - ESTHER 


By reading the first seventeen Old Testament books, one 
can see the scope of the entire 39 books of this part of the 
Bible. This is true because the 22 books of Poetry and Pro­
phecy which follow fit into the historical setting of Genesis 
through Esther. Now that we have come to this breaking 
point in our summary of the books of the Old Testament, let 
us briefly review. 

In this beginning book of the Bible we have the basic foun­
dation for the rest of God's grand revelation for man. In 3:15, 
22:18, and 49:10, Genesis tells us that Christ is coming as 
the Savior of the world. Born ofa virgin (Isaiah 7:14), from the 
seed of Abraham (Galatians 3:16), out of the tribe of Judah 
(Hebrews 7:14), would the Messiah arrive upon the scene "in 
the fulness of time" (Galatians 4:4 l, or "in due time" (Romans 
5:6). The exciting stories of Cain and Abel, Noah, Abram. 
Jacob, Esau, Joseph and Benjamin add luster to the sacred 
scenes of Genesis. God's gracious providence flows through 
the entire fiber of Genesis. The challenging opening stanza of 
this first Bible section tells us of the power back of it "In the 
beginning God... and God said: 'Let us make man in our own 
image.''' These monumental words thrill our souls! 

Exodus 
Genesis closes With 75 descendants of Abraham securely 

placed In a select reglOn of Egypt due to the kIndness of 
Joseph and the sovereignty of God. Exodus is the dramatic 
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book telling us of the departure of the Israelites from the land 
of Pharaoh as they journey to the land Jehovah promised 
Abraham's seed (Genesis 15). Canaan was not so far away 
but, due to sin, it took 40 years to get there. The wonderful 
leadership of Moses. as compared to the shallow lives of so 
many of the Israelites, is the constant theme of this book. The 
giving of the Law at MountSlnai is the central point In Exo­
dus. The great blunder of the golden calf incident Is typical 
of the serious errors of the people. Provisions for the Taber­
nacle, the Levitical priesthood system and animal saCrifices 
take up manyverses in this second book of the Bible. 

Leviticus 
This section of the Old Testament discusses the need for 

worship as a needful dimension in the lives of God's people. 
The three annual feast daYS-Passover, Pentecost and Taber­
nacles-are set forth in Leviticus 23. The extremely impor­
tant Day ofAtonement is discussed in chapter 16. This event 
involved the famous Scapegoat incident. The importance of 
blood in saCrificIal matters is stressed and the major point in 
the book is: Be Ye Holy! 

Numbers 
This book tells us of the adventures-both good and bad­

of Israel in their wUderness wanderings between Egypt and 
Canaan. This part of the Old Testament is a great study in 
human nature and divine patience. The main character is 
Moses; the maIn problem is apathy or ingratitude. One of the 
villains in this outstanding drama is Balaam. A constant lack 
of faith on the part of the seed ofAbraham gets them out of 
one scrape and into two or three more. The rebellion ofKorah 
(16) and the immorality of the people (31) remind USviV:tdlyof 
32:23: "Be sure your sIn will find you out." The sin of Moses. 
recorded in Numbers 20, kept him out of the promised land 
(Deuteronomy 34). Joshua and Caleb manifested tremen­
dous loyalty to God In Numbers 13. 

Deuteronomy 
The fifth book of Law sums up. or restates. the glorious 

princIples ofGod's w1l1 for man in Old Testament days. It is a 
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compendium of truths that guided Israel 1n a covenant of 
blessings and warnings (30:15). Men were taught to never 
add to nor subtract from the w1ll of Jehovah (4: 1-2). Parents 
were to thoroughly indoctrinate their offspring (6:1-7) in the 
ways of heaven. Following one's own desires would be foolish 
(12:8). Courage to stand for Truth was commended (31:6). 
The powerful promise of Moses' successor 08:15) was ful­
filled in Christ (Acts 3:22). 

Joshua 
The valiant man who picked up where Moses left off was 

Joshua. The 50 years of the Conquest ofCanaan was mainly 
a tribute to his loyal devotion to duty. Seldom has anyone 
been as successful in a task, doing God's service. as was 
Joshua. Refusing to be swayed from the way of righteousness 
0:7), he chose to obey the Creator always (24:15). His power­
ful speech, at the end of a Victorious ltfe, covers the last two 
chapters of the book and ought to be required reading for all 
of us! Joshua purged Sin from the camp (7) and urged abso­
lute obedience (22:5) for all Israel. 

Judges 
The sad decline of God's people afterJoshua's death can be 

best analyzed by remembering Judges 17:6 and 21:25: 

"EvelY man dId that which was right in hIs own eyes." 

For over three centuries Israel went downward due to weak 
leaders and even weaker followers. It was a sad day in the 
history of that time when more and more of the world entered 
the lives of those who professed to follow Jehovah. In spite of 
the wondrous Victory of Gideon's 300 men who put 135.000 
Midianites to flight. Israel seemed to forget that God would 
fight for them (7:2). The exploits of the strong man Samson 
make for interesting reading in chapters 13-16. 

Ruth 
One of the sweet. romantic sections of the Bible is the story 

of Ruth. Though a ci tizen of Moab. she would play an impor­
tant role in the genealogy ofDavid and Christ. Her loyal devo­
tion to Naomi, Ruth's mother-in-law, Is chronicled In 1:16-17. 
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This is also an interesting book because it informs us of 
several unique customs ofancient days in Israel. The book of 
Ruth furnishes us with insight into the acceptance of Gen­
tHes into roles of prominence in Old Testament days. 

I and II Samuel 
At the close of the period of the Judges, a most important 

man comes upon the scene. Not only was Samuel a powerful 
person in God's service, he also introduces the role of a 
prophet-one who spoke for Jehovah-into Israel's life! 
Sadly, it was during his life that Israel demanded a king 
(I Samuel 8) so they could be l1ke the nations about them. 
Thus, the United Kingdom, lasting 120 years, began. Saul. 
David and Solomon each reigned 40 years over the 12 tribes 
of IsraeL I Samuel deals mainly with the work of SL.muel as 
prophet and Saul as king. Saul's spiritual decline magnified 
the frailty of human leadership as over against divine guid­
ance. I Samuel 15:22 underlines the seriousness of disobe­
dience and compromise. The book of IISamuel deals with the 
rulershlp of David-his strength and his shameful actions 
which resulted in weakened family life. 

I and II Kings 
Solomon's reign as king over Israel occupies the first half 

of I Kings. The building of the splendid temple in Jerusalem 
is an interesting feature of thIs section. There is a major 
pivotal point in I Kings 12 when the Divided Kingdom be­
gins. This separates ten tribes (Israel) from the Southern 
Kingdom ofJudah. The Sinfulness ofSolomon. the weakness 
of his son Rehoboam and the treachery of wicked Jeroboam 
make this tragedy complete. For nearly 400 years this divi­
sion of Abraham's seed will exist. Necessity now magnifies 
the importance of the prophet and his work as God speaks 
and works through great men such as Elijah, Micaiah. Elisha 
and Isaiah. There will be a few fine kings such as Hezekiah 
and Josiah, but far too many rulers will be like Ahab. Jezebel 
and Manasseh! These are difficult moments for Israel. 
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I and II Chronicles 
Though many parallel passages With I and II Kings are 

found herein. Chronicles emphasizes the events that would 
lead to Babylonian Captivity. In fact. the very best summary 
of bondage under Nebuchadnezzar can be found in the last 
chapter of II Chronicles. These books give the family units 
and land provisions for use after captivity. The temporary 
spiritual revival under Josiah is set forth as well as the terse 
reminders of punishment for those who fatl to obey God 
(II Chronicles 7:14: 13:12). 

Ezra 
This book deals With the century folloWing 70 years in 

Babylon With special emphasis placed upon Ezra's work in 
restoring the word of God into the hearts and lives of Israel. 
The personal desire of Ezra in seeking. teaching and doing 
the Will of Jehovah was a monumental contribution to a 
deeper yearning by Israel for things divine. 

Nehemiah 
The major task ofEzra's contemporary. Nehemiah, was the 

rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem so that Abraham's seed 
could be protected from the world so that Christ could come! 
In 52 days the fallen walls were rebuilt in spite of taunts and 
persistent opposition by the Samaritans. Much of the diffi­
culty, the New Testament tells us, that existed between the 

. Jews and Samaritans (John 4), goes back to the scenes in 
Nehemiah. The personal spiritual concern of Nehemiah. a 
man of prayer, action and dedication, makes this book very 
rich. 

Esther 
This seventeenth Old Testament book tells us of the per­

fect blend of God's providence coupled With fervent spiritual 
resolve on the part of Mordecat. a faithful descendant of 
Abraham and his beautiful yet loyal kinswoman Esther. in 
preserving Israel from extinction. 

122 




Discussion Points 

A. PROPER EMPHASIS 


In Ezra 7:10 we learn of the magnificent obsession of a 
great servant of God. Several character traits of Ezra prove 
that he had proper and pertinent priorities before Jehovah 
and in the presence of his fellow-men. Notice the sterlIng 
message his influence conveyed: 

1. 	Preparation of heart and mind 
2. Diligently seeking to please the Lord 
3. Reverence for the Scriptures· 
4. Obedience to Heaven's will for man 
5. 	Urgent desire to teach Truth to others 

When Christians today have that fervent direction and 
emphasis many souls will be saved and the church will be 
stronger indeed. 

Questions: 

1. 	Do we have the same zeal for God and the 
Bible that Ezra did? If not. why not? 

2. 	Do we really care if our neighbors know the 
Truth? 

3. 	Does it bother us that so many church mem­
bers know so little about Christ and His gospel 
message? 

B. ASHAMED TO ASK THE KING 

In Ezra 8:22 we read one of the most enchanting state­
ments in the Old Testament! The noble scribe, Ezra. lamented 
the fact that some of God's people looked more to earthly 
rulers for help than to Almighty God whom they claimed to 
follow! Many times our trust is also misplaced. However. 
when we forget that the Lord will see us through any prob­
lem. we preach a poor sermon before the world. He said: 

'We may boldly say, The Lord Is my helper, and I will not 
fear what men shall do unto me... " (Hebrews 13:61. 

"Seek ye first the kingdom of God and hIs righteous­
ness..... (Matthew 6:331. 

Ezra was ashamed to ask the PersIan ruler for help when 
trouble came instead of turning to God for needed strength. 
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We have a beautiful promise in Psalms 124:8 and 91:15. 
"Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and 
earth," "I will be with him in trouble: I will deliver him. and 
honor him," What a marvelous thing it would be to always 
have the bold confidence of the three friends of Daniel who­
in spite of the danger of the fieIY furnace-calmly stated. 
"Our God is able to deliver us" (Daniel 3:17), And one of the 
most dramatic verses in the Bible is Deuteronomy 33:27 In 
which Moses exclaimed: "The eternal God is our refuge and 
underneath are the everlasting arms," 

The psalmist made it clear that from youth to old age the 
righteous would not be forsaken nor bereft of necessaIY sus­
tenance. We are informed by the Lord that provides our daily 
bread (Matthew 6:11). and in I Peter 5:7, "Casting all your 
cares on him. for he careth for you." Indeed. Paul told the 
Philippians that "God shall supply all your need" (Philippians 
4:19). This is a powerful insurance policy. divinely arranged. 
by the Ruler of the universe. 

It is sad to observe many professed Christians in these 
modern days who act like their only help and hope is to be 
found in the machineIY of our earthly governments! When 
we. who claim to serve the Lord. whine and cIY over mundane 
matters, we ought to recall Ezra 8:22. We ought to be ashamed 
to seek consolation from secular pursuIts when the Sover­
eign God is available to aSSist us. In the last paragraph of 
Romans 8, the apostle informs us that NOTHING "shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord" (v. 39). For this reason, 'We are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us" (v. 37). When mem­
bers of the church murmur and complain and worlY and 
fret-just as the heathen do-we lose our impact of influence 
upon the world. We ought to be ashamed to rely upon the 
same source of help that the world does. Let us believe what 
we Sing in that wonderful song: 

I came to Jesus as I was. 
Weary and worn and sad. 
Ifound in him a resting place, 
And he has made me glad. 

Pointsjor discussion: 
1. Do we rely too much upon the government and 

not enough upon faith in God when challenged 
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to provide for our own needs and the needs of 
others? Read Galatians 6:9-10. 

2. Do we really believe Ph11ippians 4: 19 and Psalms 
46:1? 

3. 	Is our trust in God and His promises truly 
genuine? 

C. THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD 

It is certainly regrettable that some of the rankest errors 
spring from the most precious Bible principles. The devil is 
not content. it seems. until eveIY facet of the divine realm has 
been tampered With. Even in the church today one can hear 
the most absurd and farfetched ideas concerning"the special 
gUidance of the Lord." There are those who even confuse the 
miraculous and providential. Miracles demand the suspen­
Sion of natural law. I firmly believe that the Bible clearly 
teaches the principle of God's guidance for Christians and 
his presence in their lives. However, this is a general scrlp­
turat teaching that does not allow "personal testifying" con­
cerning what "the Lord has specifieally done for me." Let us 
illustrate. Even Mordecai and Paul, great Bible characters, 
would not attempt to presume upon the workings ofJehovah. 
In Esther 4:14 and Philemon 15 they carefully guarded their 
enthusiasm (something our young "Inner-light" spiritualists 
ought to learn) by saying: "For who knows" and "perhaps." 
They were aware ofDeuteronomy 29:29: ..... the secret things 
belong to God; the things that are revealed belong to man." 
Joseph's brethren were unaware of God's providence over­
shadoWing their Sinfulness until Joseph informed them 
(Genesis 45:5). If the Bible teaches that God continually 
gUides us (Isaiah 58: 11) and that all things from the dawn of 
creation have happened for the good of the saints (Romans 
8:28) and that afterward he will receive us in gloIY (Psalms 
73:24). why do we even need to ferret out the particulars? It is 
a Bible maxim that "the Lord will never leave us nor forsake 
us.. (Deuteronomy 31:6; Hebrews 13:5-6), and that ought to 
be enough providence for anyone. 

We also know that "ifwe ask anything according to his Will. 
he heareth us" (I John 5:14). In I Peter 3:10-12 we are 
informed that His eyes are over the righteous. and his ears 
are opened unto their prayers. In Matthew 7 we are thrilled to 
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learn that Jehovah wiseiy gives what we ought to have if we 
will but ask. seek and knock. Our part is praying. seeking and 
striving to obey the Lord. God's part is doing "exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think" (Ephesians 3:20). 

When brethren begin to second-guess the Lord's proVi­
sions and immaturely affirm that they have been sent by God 
to a specific place at a specific time, they overlook a basic, 
salient Bible truth. In Luke 8 we learn that "the field is the 
world." In Romans 2:11 we find that "God is no respecter of 
persons." Therefore. we can serve the Lord anywhere, any­
time, as one soul Is as valuable as another. God does not need 
to send us anywhere. because the great commission will send 
us everywhere! We need to pray for wisdom (James 1:5) and 
trust mighttly in Jesus who ..doeth all things well" (Mark 
7:37). Why should any devoted Christian concern himself 
with God's providence and its working? Let us determine to 
"do whatever he tells us to do" (John 2:5; I John 2:4) as we 
seek first His Kingdom.Whatever we need the Lord has prom­
ised to proVide (Hebrews 4: 16). 

The church today desperately needs more consecration 
and less speculation. We have too many visionary dreamers 
and not enough practical doers (James 1:21-22). As the poet 
aptly proclaimed: 

It is notfor us to question why. 
It isfor us to do or die. 

If we would always stand in awe of God's word and be less 
impressed with "our experiences," our spiritual usefulness 
would certainly multiply. In the day ofJudgment we shall not 
be judged by God's providence but by His word! The proVi­
dence ofGod is seen in the lives ofEzra. Nehemiah. MordeCai 
and Esther. 

D. ARDENT SERVANTS WORKING TOGETHER 

Nehemiah's task was rebuilding the walls ofJerusalem so 
that God's people could be kept safe from the world in order 
to preserve the seed ofAbraham (GeneSis 22:18) so that the 
Savior could come. In chapter four, verse six. the grand trea­
tise bearing Nehemiah's name declares the resplendent result 
that produced the needed protection-because the people 
had a mind to work! In I Corinthians 12 we learn that the 
church of the Lord 1s like a human body wherein each 
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member has a necessary function to perform. When we. as 
sincere Christians. work together in harmony with God's 
teachings we also get the job done. 

Read and discuss thefoUowing passages: 

Galatians 5:6 
James 2:14-26 
Phi11ppians 2:12-16 
Romans 15:6 
John 17:20-21 
Ephesians 4:11-24 

Questions 

1. How does egotism. or selfishness. or envy war 
against cooperation in the Lord's cause? 

2. What can we do to improve participation in 
Christ's church? 

E. WHAT WILL BE OUR EPITAPH? 

In Nehemiah 2:20 and 13:31 we have a vivid contrast 
between success and failure. It is sad indeed when men live in 
such a way as to have nothing preCious to remember! Con­
versely, how wonderful1t would be to be remembered by The 
Almighty for our goodness and loyalty to sublime ideals and 
heavenly goals. Some are so wicked. Similar to Haman from 
the book of Esther. who are "hanged on their own gallows." 
We will truly reap what we sow (Galatians 6:7-8), and some 
folks are always their own worst enemy. Especially. in the 
spiritual realm is this true of all sinners who harden their 
hearts (Hebrews 3:13). 

When we come to the shadow of death what will our epi­
taph be? Will we die the death of the righteous or shall we 
leave this life in the grasp ofSatan and the clutches of evil? 

Read and discuss: 

JohnB:21 
Revelation 14:13 
GeneSis 27:2 
I Samuel 20:3 
I Thessalonians 4:13-1B 
John 11:24-26 

~llenwe come to the end of the way what will our epitaph be? 
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Too Busy 

Too busy to read the Bible, 

Too busy to watt and pray; 

Too busy to speak out kindly 

To someone along the way. 

Too busy with cares and struggles 

To think oj the life to come; 

Too busy building mansions 

To planjor a heavenly home. 

Too busy to help a brother 

Whojaces a winter's blast! 

Too busy to share the burdens 

When self in the balance is cast 

Too busyjor all that is holy 

On earth beneath the sky; 

Too busy to seroe the Master, 

But not to busy to die! 


F. OUTSTANDING CHARACTERS: GENESIS - ESTHER 

Discuss each one: 

1. Adam 21. Jonathan 
2. Noah. 22. Nathan 
3. Abraham 23. Solomon 
4. Sarah 24. Bathsheba 
5. Isaac 25. Jeroboam 
6. Esau 26. EUjah 
7. Jacob 27. Micaiah 
8. Joseph 28. Elisha 
9. Pharaoh 29. Naaman 

10. Moses 30. Ahab 
11. Aaron 31. Jezebel 
12. Joshua 32. Hezekiah 
13. Caleb 33. Josiah 
14. Gideon 34. Manasseh 
15. Samson 35. Ruth 
16. Hannah 36. Naomi 
17. Eli 37. Nebuchadnezzar 
18. Samuel 38. Ezra 
19. Saul 39. Nehemiah 
20. David 40. Esther 
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