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DEDICATION

If there is a celestial
dictionary in heaven, | would not
be at all surprised to learn that a
picture of Charles Brown with the
definition, "Christian gentleman"”
is there. If any man | know could
bring clarity and distinctiveness
to the idea of being a gentleman
for the Lord's sake, that man
would be Charles Brown.

I've known Charles
personally for almost 20 years.
From my first association with
him in Marietta, Ohio, to our
being together at Karns, | have
been enriched, encouraged and
enlightened by this good man. A
mutual friend once observed, "If
you can't get along with Charles
Brown, you can't get along with anybody."

Charles has gained distinction and admiration for many reasons.
He has preached in a number of congregations, always doing a good
work. His involvement with Christian education, beginning at Freed-
Hardeman University and now with the East Tennessee School of
Preaching, has extended his ministry in more ways than we can know.
His family life with Jane, his gracious wife and their three exemplary
children: Steve, Tim and Karen, only serves to enhance his reputation
as a man of God. In the classroom, behind the pulpit, on the radio and
in print, Charles Brown has served in many ways with excellence and
Christ-likeness.

For these reasons and many more (not the least of which is
proofreading the lectureship book), it is entirely fitting that this 1998
lectureship book be dedicated to Charles Brown. His record of service
as a godly man speaks for itself. This dedication is only a small gesture
to recognize him and express our appreciation for not only what he has
done, but for what he is. Thank you, Charles, for being a Christian
gentleman.

Edwin Jones






PREFACE

The Book of Leviticus, in the modern church, tends to be the
last part of the Bible that anyone takes seriously. Many consider
it irrelevant to contemporary man and that it has nothing to say to
man in the twentieth century. Leviticus is treated by many as if it
does not really belong in the canon of Scripture.

Paul wrote that "For whatsoever things were written aforetime
were written for our learning..." (Rom. 15:4). One would have a
difficult (if not impossible) task of understanding Hebrews without
Leviticus.

Studies in Leviticus contains a tremendous amount of helpful
and practical information for Bible students. The introduction
chapter and an overall view of the sacrificial system will facilitate
one’s preparation for studying the text. The special sections on
Exegesis and Exposition of the text, Ladies’ Classes and Special
Lessons will lead one to a greater appreciation of this great Old
Testament book.

Our sincere thanks to the thirty-six men and women who have
written chapters for the book. Don Denton, Robert Graham, Stan
Hornbaker, Edwin Jones and Dale Mowery, elders of the Karns
Church of Christ, are to be commended for their dedication to the
Lord’s work and their promotion of the lectures.

The tremendous task of proofreading the manuscripts has
been faithfully done by Charles Brown. Thanks to Edwin Jones for
writing the dedication message. Getting the book camera-ready
involves many hours of work and Sara Johnson has done her
usually fine job. We are also thankful to Wallace Alexander and
Gospel Light Publishing Company for their splendid job of printing
the book.

We sincerely hope that this study of Leviticus will make a great
contribution to a better understanding of God's Word. Our sihcere
thanks to God for all the blessings that he bestows upon us daily.

James Meadows, Director
24th Annual East Tennessee
School of Preaching Lectures
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INTRODUCTION TO LEVITICUS

JOHNNY RAMSEY

Johnny Ramsey is a native of Sherman, Texas.
He is a graduate of ACC where he served as class
president for two years. He has preached the Gospel
for 48 years; 950 evangelistic meetings in 43 states,
17 countries. He preached on TV and radio for 40
years; is the author of 10 books; 25 tracts; 1000
published articles; has taught in four schools of
preaching. He lived in Australia for three years. Has
coached football and been a sports editor. He has
been married to Iris (Bales) for 45 years. They have
four children and nine grandchildren.

One of the lesser known sections of the Bible is the old
Testament book known as Leviticus. However, it is necessary to
know the contents of this section of Scripture if one would learn
the background of many references in the New Testament.
Actually, the book of Leviticus is of monumental import regarding
holiness, worship, efficacy and the priesthood of believers.
Perhaps, the major epochal thrust of this rich and vital stanza in
Holy Writ is found in | Peter 1:16 that reflects a statement from
Leviticus: "Be ye holy; for | am holy."

From chapter seventeen of the book of Numbers, and
subsequent passages, we learn of the value of the Levites in
God'’s scheme of things. From this tribe and the family of Aaron
came the high priests in Israel. They occupied a special place in
heaven's plan. On the famous Day of Atonement (Lev.16) those
priests, through the years, officiated in the Scapegoat
arrangement that pointed toward the coming of our Redeemer.
The tremendous statement of John 1:29 hearkens back to that
occasion and forever sets forth the supremacy of Christianity.
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John the Immerser, proclaimed of Jesus: "Behold, the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world."

We should daily thank the Father above that we do not
have to trust in a dumb animal and a sinful Levitical priest and
the shedding of the blood of bulls and goats for cleansing (Heb.
10:1-11). How blessed we are to have a new and living way
through the veil of Christ’s flesh and the shedding of His precious
blood (Heb. 10:19-20)!

There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel's veins

And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains.

We are redeemed by the precious blood of Christ (1 Pet. 1:19)
and sustained by the only High Priest that Christianity will ever
know, Jesus Christ, the righteous One (1 John 2:1; Heb. 7:26).
Leviticus was just a shadow, a foretaste, of glory divine!

The three great feast days of Judaism are mentioned in
Leviticus 23. They all point to the coming of the Messiah. We
learn in a powerful passage, in 1 Corinthians 5:7, that Christ is
our Passover. The feast of Tabernacles was a reminder of
Jehovah's providential care for Abraham'’s seed in the wilderness.
Paul tells us in chapter ten of | Corinthians that "the rock that
followed them was Christ"! Pentecost was a special day for the
Jews also. It served as a reminder of the law that went forth at
Sinai and pointed to a powerful occasion in Acts 2 where a
harvest of spiritual sowing would come to fruition. It is
overwhelming to realize, that when the law God gave through
angels to Moses pealed forth at Sinai, that 3,000 were slain
because of sin (Ex. 32:28). Conversely, when the gospel shed
forth its glory on Pentecost, 3,000 were saved and added to the
church by the Lord (Acts 2:41).

We have heard the joyful sound
Jesus saves, Jesus saves
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Spread the tidings all around
Jesus saves, Jesus saves.

Truly, redemption’s sweet song reflects Leviticus
background. We also come to realize that worship, devotion,
homage and loyalty were salient themes in Old Testament days.
What we offer to our Maker comes from "our own voluntary will"
(Lev. 1:3) and must be according to heaven's mandates. When
mankind fails to worship in the beauty of holiness we do not give
God the glory due His name (1 Chron. 16:29). This can only
result in alienating ourselves from our Creator. Such was the
severe mistake of the sons of Aaron mentioned in the tenth
stanza of Leviticus. Similar to Aaron’s flippant attitude concerning
the golden calf incident was the sinful action of Nadab and Abihu,
who offered to God what they deemed best instead of doing what
Jehovah commanded. Today we can see definite trends in the
same direction of will worship (Col. 2:18-23) rather than a
humble spirit that desires the Father's will (Jas. 4:15). Homage,
in spirit and in truth is all that heaven approves (John 4:24).
We must offer worship that is according to Truth (John 17:17)
and expressed in sincere devotion (Psa. 95:6-7).

O the pure delight of a single hour

That before Thy throne | spend

When | kneel in prayer and with Thee, 0 God
| commune as friend with Friend!

Most Bible students wouid agree that 17:11 is the key verse in
Leviticus. It is here that we learn that the life of the flesh is in
the blood. We should all be abundantly grateful that the blood
of Christ supersedes the biood of bulls and goats. Hebrews 9:22
makes it clear that without the powerful efficacy of Calvary’s
sacrifice we would be forever lost!

Our Savior was alone in Gethsemane (Matt. 26); He was
mocked at Gabbatha (John 19) and vicariously died at Golgotha
(Luke 23). Yet, by the power of the Holy Spirit, up from the grave
He arose (Rom. 1:4; 8:11) as the bands of death were burst
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asunder (Acts 2:24). The shadows of Leviticus became the
splendor of New Testament fulfillment.

When my love to Christ grows weak
When for deeper faith | seek

Hill of Calvary | go

To Thy scenes of fear and woe.

The superlative riches of the gospel age reflect the pathos of
Leviticus and make us genuinely appreciative of God's eternal
purpose. The mural of God's divine love flows from Genesis
through Revelation and gives us reason to echo the joy of
Revelation 19, The Lord Omnipotent Reigneth.

WORSHIP

In a most impressive setting of Holy Writ, our Redeemer
stated in John 4:24: "God is a Spirit: and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in truth."

So many people believe that just any kind or type of
worship will be acceptable unto God. This passage sets forth the
homage that pleases Jehovah. For our expression of adoration
to be commended by our Maker, we must offer them reverently
and in harmony with the Scriptures. To worship in spirit simply
means to be spiritual or reverent as expressed in Psalms 89:7
and 95:6:

God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints
and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him.

O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before
the Lord our Maker.

These verses should cause all of us to be more attentive
and respectful during assembly worship. Children who
misbehave while the preaching of the gospel is set forth or the
praises of God are being sung evidently have not been properly
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trained. If we are irreverent during the Lord's Supper, we "eat
and drink damnation” to our souls (1 Cor. 11:29). We shouid, as
Christians, be more spiritual in our public and private devotionals.

But Jesus taught us also to worship in truth. In John 17:17
He said: "Thy word is truth." Therefore, to worship in truth
involves engaging in only those items of worship Christ has
authorized for His church. Since Jesus is the head of the church
(Eph. 1:20-23), we must adhere to His directions in regard to
worship in the church. We, in the church of Christ, do not count
beads when we pray because the word of truth does not include
this. We do not use mechanical instruments of music in worship
because Christ has only authorized vocal music for His church
(Col. 3:16-17; 1 Cor. 14:15). We do observe the memorial of the
Lord’s Supper each Sunday because Acts 20:7 so directs us.

Since followers of Jesus are to "walk by faith" and that faith
comes by hearing the word of God (2 Cor. 5:7; Rom. 10:17), we
must obey the Scriptures if we worship in spirit and in truth.

The book of Leviticus demands proper worship, ardent
devotion and absolute obedience. It is noteworthy that Jehovah
has always demanded sincerity of purpose and a conscience void
of offense (Acts 24:16). The dimension of homage has ever
been of keen interest to our Maker. We must seek God with our
whole heart as Jeremiah 29:13 prociaims. When "our heart is not
in it" we are a reproach to heaven (Eze. 33:31).

THE LAW OF EXCLUSION

Far too many members of the church still ask the question:
"What is wrong with it?" In putting "our approval on that which is
excellent" (Phil. 1:10), we should find biblical authority for our
practice. | do not have to show someone what is wrong with
drinking and dancing. Those who practice such are duty bound
to show where the Bible approves of such behavior. This is an
example of speaking where the Bible speaks and being silent
where it is silent!
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We need to resurrect some of our old sermons on
mechanical instruments of music and the errors of the Missionary
Society because there is a lot of "fuzzy thinking" in our midst
today in regard to authority in religion. No one can find Bible
sanction for the use of an orchestra, or any part thereof, in the
worship in Christ's church. The nine references to music in
worship in the New Testament all refer to vocal music (Col. 3:16;
Eph. 5:19). Sometimes in an effort to offset this evident point,
proponents of such innovations will say: "But the Bible does not
say not to use a piano or an organ." Yes, it does! When we are
told what to do that rules out anything else. As an example of
this, when God told Nadab and Abihu what to offer, they sinned
by offering something else (Lev. 10:1-2). When you order a
steak from a menu, that rules out chicken or ham! In fact, your
exact order cancels all the rest of the menu in that category. The
Law of Exclusion also rules out any other day for the Lord’s
supper except "the first day of the week" (Acts 20:7) as well as
any other elements than the bread and the fruit of the vine (Mark
14). We cannot put apple jelly on the bread to "aid our worship"
nor can we substitute cake and ice cream for the proper elements
of the Lord's table! To go beyond the doctrine of Christ is sin (2
John 9) just as surely as falling short of His directives (Jas. 4:17).

Suppose that you send your six-year-old son to the grocery
store to purchase a pound of bacon. He returns in an hour with
$300 worth of goods. You question him concerning the matter
and remind him that he was authorized to get only one specific
item. To your utter amazement he replies: "But you did not tell
me not to get everything else in the store." How foolish! Yes, his
attitude is parallel to a lot of the thinking in the religious world and
lately some brethren seem to be reasoning along the same lines.
Those who practice loose morals and liberal trends must give
scriptural authority for such endeavors. It is not our duty to show
what is wrong; it is incumbent upon them to affirm their actions
with “thus saith the Lord!"

Ye shall not add unto the word which | command you,
neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep
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the commandments of the Lord your God which |
command you (Deut. 4:2).

Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee and thou
be found a liar (Prov. 30:6).

There are some very challenging aspects of this principle that
demand consistency upon the part of its devotees. Leviticus
10:1-3 clearly affirms this principle.

DAY OF ATONEMENT

The key chapter in Leviticus is the sixteenth. The famous
"Day of Atonement" is the point of emphasis. This is the incident
of the scape goat. On this occasion, once each year, the High
Priest alone would enter the most holy place in the Tabernacle.
He would offer for his own sins and also for the sins of the
people. One animal would be sacrificed and the other—the
scape goat—would be released into the wilderness indicating
their sins had been taken away. This was the best they could do
because the blood of bulls and goats could not take away sin
actually (Heb. 10:1-11). When the High Priest of the Levitical
system placed his hands on the scape goat's head, it was only
symbolically, figuratively—in a metaphor—that their sinc were
taken away. In 1 Peter 1:18-19 we can see the beauty of Christ
Jesus our Lord who as the Lamb of God, without spot or blemish,
offered Himself to remove our iniquity. How thankful for this more
glorious arrangement of New Testament Christianity. As one
reads the book of Hebrews he can readily see the superior nature
of the gospel system wherein Christ is the one and only High
Priest who offered the perfect sacrifice—Himself—to forever
cleanse us (Heb. 7:25-28). Praise God for such tremendous
love! Indeed, as Colossians 1:20 proclaims: "Christ made peace
by the blood of the Cross!"
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THE BLOOD OF CHRIST

Some of the greatest passages in the Bible refer to the
death of our Lord and the power of His shed blood. Notice
several of these as we reflect upon the superiority of the Lamb of
God in contrast with the Scapegoat in Leviticus (Rev. 1:5; Eph.
1:7, Gal. 1:4;, Rom. 5:9; 1 Pet. 2:24; Phil. 3:9-11). In Hebrews
10:12 we learn that Christ made one sacrifice for sin forever and
through the blood of the everlasting testament we can be drawn
nearer still nearer to God (Heb. 13:20; Matt. 26:28).

O Cross that liftest up my head,

| dare not ask to hide from thee,

| lay in dust life's glory dead

And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be.

Truly, Paul made it clear that Christ died in vain if we are still
under the law of Moses because the Savior died that He might
live in us. Therefore, we glory only in the Cross! Read Galatians
2:20-21 and 6:14.

MAN IS A CREATURE OF CHOICE

Leviticus 1:3 makes it quite clear that each one of us has
the ability "of our own voluntary will" to either serve God or
Satan. Notice the following verses, all over the Bible, teaching
this same basic truth: Exodus 23:2; Deuteronomy 30:15; Joshua
24:15; John 7:17; Acts 13:46; Romans 11:22; Matthew 7:13-14,
John 5:40; Matthew 23:37; Revelation 22:17. If we do not choose
to open the door of our hearts and let the Lord in we, shall have
made a poor decision, but the Savior will not knock the door
down and force us to serve Him!

We must come, take and learn if we accept the invitation
of Christ to bear the yoke of righteousness (Matt. 11:28-30).
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THE ROYAL PRIESTHOOD

in the Old Testament only those who were Levites could be
priests, but in New Testament days every Christian is a priest
unto God (Rev. 1:6-9). We are members of the royal priest-
hood (1 Pet. 2:9) and there is only one High Priest who is Christ
Jesus (Heb. 7:25-26). He is the one and only Mediator between
men and God (1 Tim. 2:5; 1 John 2:1). We pray to the Father in
the name of the Lord (John 16:24; Eph. 5:20) and not through
Mary or St. Jude, etc., as Catholic doctrine teaches. We, as
Christians, have rich privileges through prayer.

Discuss: Revelation 4:1; 8:4-5; Hebrews 4:16; 1 Peter 3:10-
12; James 5:16; 1 John 5:14; Colossians 3:16-17 magnifies these
points.

BE YE HOLY

Leviticus 11:44 is the bulwark passage in the whole book.
It is quoted to Christians in 1 Peter 1:16. God speaks through
inspiration: "Be ye holy, for | am holy."

We cannot glorify God until and unless we offer pure lives
and constant loyalty. The following passages should be read and
discussed and, then, put into daily practice by all of us: Matthew
5:13-16; 1 John 2:15-17; Colossians 3:1-5; Philippians 4:8;
Ephesians 4:20-24; Acts 4:13. Let us strive to remember the
thought of John 15:19 and 1 Peter 2:9-12.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What can we do to improve our worship unto God?
What does attitude have to do with this subject? Does gratitude
also directly relate to the subject of homage and devotion? In
what ways could we better prepare to worship in spirit and in
truth? Read Psalms 89:7; 95:6-7; 100; 1 Chronicles 16:23-29
and 29:10-13.
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2. Ponder Leviticus 10:1-3 in regard to doing exactly what
God tells us to do. Notice these verses also: Luke 6:46; John
2:5; Hebrews 5;9; Revelation 22:14.

3. Discuss the significance of John 1:29 as it relates to
Leviticus 16. Why is New Testament Christianity superior to the
sacrificial and priesthood system of the Old Testament
arrangement?

LIFE IN THE BLOOD

The most powerful thing in the history of the world is the
blood of Christ. In Hebrews 9:15-17 we read verses that tell us
of the efficacy of Christ's shed blood to take care of sins past,
present and future. Truly, as Psalms 32:1 expresses it: "Blessed
is the man whose sin is covered."

From the sacrifice of Abel (Gen. 4; Heb. 11:4) to the blood
covenant of Genesis 9 to the blood over the doorpost (Ex. 12) to
the sacrifices on the day of atonement in Leviticus 16, every
sacrifice pointed to the death of Christ on Golgotha's brow (Matt.
26:28). One of the poignant reminders of the Old Testament is
found in Leviticus 17:11, "The Life Is In The Blood!" We do not
put animal blood over our doors anymore because 1 Corinthians
5:7 boldly states: "Christ Is Our Passover"!

That sacrifices offered in Mosaical times could never make
the comers thereunto perfect is the brilliant reminder of Hebrews
10:1. The blood of bulls and goats could never take away sin
(10:4). The offerings, daily by the priests, were not able to erase
guilt (10:11). But Hebrews 10:12 beautifully proclaims the
awesome gift that Jesus brings: "But this man, after he had
offered one sacrifice for sins forever sat down by the right hand
of God." Therefore we no longer must travel to the six cities of
refuge (Josh. 20) to plead for atonement and expiation. We flee
to Christ as refuge (Heb. 6:18) for Christianity is not a matter of
geography, but it now is personal relationship with the Savior!



INTRODUCTION TO LEVITICUS 13

Silver and gold can never deliver us from the pangs of sin
and the bonds of death (Zeph. 1:18; Acts 2:24). We are not
redeemed by vain tradition received from earthly ties but with the
precious blood of Christ (1 Pet. 1:18-20). The eloquence of
Revelation 5:12-14 undergirds and bolsters our faith and trust in
the divine realm: "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive
blessing, honor and glory...."

When John immerser saw Jesus coming he contrasted the
scapegoat of Leviticus 16 with "the Lamb of God who taketh
away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). Christ had come to seek
and save the lost (Luke 19:10) and at birth it was proclaimed to
call Him, Jesus, because He would save the people from their
sins. Praise God for life and power and cleansing through the
glorious efficacy of the blood shed at Calvary! "There is power,
power, Wonder working power In the precious blood of the
Lamb."

In Revelation 1:5 and Galatians 1:4, we read passages that
warm our hearts and thrill our souls. The Redeemer washed us
from our sins and gave Himself for our transgression. 1 John 2:1-
2 provides us with hope when we do err for He is the
propitiation, or one given in our stead, on our behalf, through
whom we approach, in boldness, the throne of God'’s grace (Heb.
4:16).

In these three tremendous verses we see the grandeur of
these blessings:

Matthew 26:28: Christ shed blood at the cross to provide
the remission of sins.

Acts 20:28: His blood purchased the church.

Acts 2:38-41: When baptized into Christ for the remission
of sin we automatically become members of the church!

We used to sing an old gospel song: "“Yes, in the blood
of Christ | see—The gate that stands ajar for me..."
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When that fountain for cleansing and for sin was opened
outside Jerusalem (Zech. 13:1), when the Roman soldier pierced
the gentle side of Jesus (John 19:34), our hope for glorious
redemption became a reality.

There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel’ s veins;

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.

Hebrews 13:10-20 presents challenging thoughts
concerning the great Shepherd of the sheep and the blood He
shed to bring the new covenant into existence. We, therefore,
should gladly identify with the Savior who suffered outside the
gates of Jerusalem for us. Naturally, in reciprocal appreciation
we should continually offer the fruit of our lips and the praise of
our hearts to the One who died that we might live! Psalms
116:12 has an apropos statement: "What shall | render unto the
Lord for all His benefits toward me?"

The Lord’'s Supper is a precious memorial to the death of
Christ. We partake of the bread and fruit of the vine (Ma t. 26;
Mark 14; Luke 22) in memory of the Savior. In the supper we
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes again. To participate
in this grand reminder in an unworthy and imperceptive way
brings damnation to our souls (1 Cor. 11:23-29). To fail to
assemble and show gratitude for the events at Golgotha is the
essence of shallow and irreverent hearts.

In Matthew 23:35 the Master rebuked the Jewish religious
elite for living such profane and calloused lives that the blood
shed from Abel's day to the end of the Old Testament era would
be put to their condemnation. Those who crucify the Lord of
glory anew and put Him to open shame would naturally be
partners in the same condemnation (Heb. 6:6). To trample
underfoot the blood of the covenant and to have disdain for the
sacrifice of Jesus puts one in spiritual jeopardy and severe
punishment (Heb. 10:26-31). Christ is the "once for all time"
sacrifice for sin (Heb. 9:26-28; Acts 4:12; John 14:6).
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In Romans, chapter five, we clearly see the difference the
blood of the Redeemer makes in our lives. While we were yet
sinners, overwhelmed in iniquity, without hope and without God
in the world, Christ poured out His precious blood on our behalf.
Notice verse 9 of Romans 5: "Much more, then, being now
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him."

Delivered from the bondage of sin and shame we have
cleansing and hope and life! Romans 6:23 tells us: "For the
wages of sin is death but the gift of God is life eternal through
Jesus Christ our Lord."

In 2 powerful hymn we are deeply touched by sentiments
that summarize the agony of the suffering at Calvary and the
subsequent response by grateful hearts:

Beneath the cross of Jesus,

Mine eye at times can see

The very dying form of one

Who suffered there for me;

And from my smitten heart, with tears,
Two wonders | confess:

The wonders of His glorious love,

And my own worthlessness.

In 1 John 1:7 we have additional love emanating from the
death of our dearest Friend. His blood continues in the efficacy
of what gospel preachers call: God’s second law of pardon.
This phrase simply means that provision has been made for
erring brethren to come back to a saving relationship when they
go astray. An example of this situation can be found in Acts
8:12-22 concerning Simon. The verse in 1 John 1:7 tells of the
power in the blood of the Lamb to cleanse sins we repent of and
confess!

The problem of sin demands a remedy. Some were dead
in trespasses and iniquity and, thus, without hope and without
God--unreconciled (Eph. 2:1-16). Such action separated them
from their Creator (Isa. 59:1). Wicked men are like the troubled
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sea whose waters cast up mire and dirt wherein there is no
peace (Isa. 57:20) . Their evil is recorded with an indelible pen
(Jer. 17:1). Yea, the whole world lieth in wickedness (1 John
5:19). Were it not for the cleansing power of Christ's blood we
would all go to hell because all have sinned (Rom. 3:23). A
touching song reminds us:

Jesus paid it all,
All to Him | owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.

First Peter 2:24 is a verse of pathos and empathy: "Christ
bore our sins in his own body on the tree."

Jehovah made Jesus to be sin for us even though He knew
no sin (2 Cor. 5:21). Isaiah 53 cogently reminds us
that..."Jehovah laid on Him the iniquity of us all."

Yes, Christ, our dearest Friend, died that we might live and
became sinbearer, offering and substitute for us. He took our
place, paid our price and gladly defeated Satan (1 John 3:8) that
heaven might be our home someday. Precious are the words of
this hymn:

0 Cross that liftest up my head,

| dare not ask to hide from thee,

| lay in dust life's glory dead,

And from the ground there blossoms red,
Life that shall endless be.

The fountain of God’s grace is found at the foot of the Cross!

In Hebrews 10:19-20 we are taught that through the death
of the Savior we have a new and living way. This provides us
with a forerunner to heaven (6:19-20). After the power of an
endless life, Christ is the personal guarantee of a better
arrangement than Judaism could ever muster (Heb. 7:16, 22).
Therefore, Jesus can save to the uttermost and provide, as our
perfect High Priest, grace in every time of need (7:25-26).
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What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear;
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer.

We, on the basis of His death, glory only in the Cross (Gal. 6:14)
and express with Paul in 2 Corinthians 9:15, these grateful
words..."Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift."

In Revelation, chapter seven, we see a vast host, too great
to number, who have come out of great tribulation having washed
their robes in the blood of the Lamb. They are now partaking of
the water of life that quenches their thirst forever (7:17). Since
Jesus made peace through the blood of the cross (Col. 1:20), we
have the forgiveness of sin (Eph. 1:7), and the blessed Redeemer
gives us new life (Gal. 2:20). We treasure these words in song:

Jesus, keep me near the cross:
There a precious fountain,

Free to all, a healing stream,
Flows from Calvary's mountain.

Christianity is truly the land of beginning again because
sinners plunged beneath that flood of the blood of Christ are
raised to walk in a new life. Listen to these verses found in Acts
3:19; 2 Corinthians 5:17 and Hebrews 8:12... "Repent and turn
again that your sins may be blotted out. Old things are washed
away...all things become new. Their sins and iniquities will |
remember no more."

Since Christ is the One who died for all (2 Cor. 5:14), we
are compelled to serve Him in the fullness of a righteous and
grateful devotion and loyalty. Christ left the glory and riches of
heaven to reach out in love and grace and mercy that our
spiritual poverty might be turned into eternal riches (2 Cor. 8:9).
In an enthralling gospel song we are touched by the warmth of
His sacrificial nature and His willingness to die that we might live:
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His brow was pierced with many a thorn,
His hands by cruel nails were torn,

Yet how or why, | cannot tell

He should have lifted me

From sinking sand, He lifted me,

With tender hand He lifted me

From shades of night to plains of light

0 praise His name, He lifted me!

In Revelation 12:9-11 we see the drama in regard to the
redemption of our souls. Satan is an awesome foe. He is our
diabolical adversary. But, that evil serpent can be defeated and
overthrown by the word of God and the blood of the Lamb as we
lay down our very lives for the kingdom of God's dear Son!

If Christ had not come (John 15:22) we would truly be
overwhelmed in sin with no sacrifice available to redeem us. Lost
without hope is a very dismal prospect. Thankfully, because of
what transpired at the old rugged cross, we joyously count our
blessings and long to join the blessed Redeemer on the other
shore. As Romans 3:24 pungently proclaims: "Being justified
freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord."

Romans 4:25 gives the basic anchor for our souls when we
learn that Christ was delivered for our offenses and raised for our
justification. Oh, what marvelous grace (Acts 20:24).

Heaven came down and glory filled my soul!

In Deuteronomy 15:12 the law of Moses demanded that no
animal could be offered with any blemish. However, in Malachi,
we see that this decree was regularly violated with sacrifices they
would not dare present to the governor of Persia. They were
giving scraps unto God. Conversely, when heaven gave, it
provided the best of the divine reaim. Without a flaw—without
spot or blemish—the Lamb of God laid down the only perfect life
ever known for the sins of mortal man. Revelation 5 informs us
that such a One is worthy of praise, glory, honor and majesty
forevermore!
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There is no more compelling concept in all the Bible than
that of sacrifice. It is in sacrifice that the ideas most closely
associated with both God's great love and sin's horrible
consequences are given their most striking portrayals. The
theology of the Scriptures would be hollow, incapable of being
understood and devoid of purpose were it not for the place of
sacrifice.

The Old Testament book that most meticulously reveals the
idea of sacrifice is Leviticus. Here the types of common
sacrifices are detailed with instructions for the people and for the
priests. In fact, even though the title of the book in the English
Bible leads one to think that instruction for priests is paramount,
in truth more is said to the people than to the priests. The Bible
has always been a book that centers on the common person’s
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relationship to God. Leviticus is a book that is tied to every
aspect of everyday life.

Due to the technical emphasis of Leviticus with all its rules
and regulations, and because of its distance from us in the way
of culture, the book is often seen as having little contemporary
value. This is a tragic mistake. This important book of Moses
was a favorite with Jesus in His quoting of the Hebrew Scriptures
and is a key contribution to our correct understanding of the
Christ.

Leviticus deals with the subject of sacrifice in the first seven
chapters as the five basic sacrifices of Israel's religion are
developed. Additionally, chapter sixteen discusses the special
sacrifice of the Day of Atonement and chapter twenty-three
reveals the role of sacrifice in the religious festivals of God's
people. This study will primarily deal with the basic sacrifices of
the first seven chapters with, however, a look at the very special
sacrifice made on the Day of Atonement.

THE WAY OF SACRIFICES

Why were there sacrifices in the practice of Israel's
religion? Pagan worship used animal sacrifices. Animal
sacrifices are barbaric in appearance. Blood flowing from freshly
butchered animals is just plain gross and nauseating. Why did
the Holy God of Heaven put such emphasis in such a revolting
practice with its overt pagan associations? There must be a very
good reason—God always has very good reasons.

First, the idea of sacrifice is an ingredient in a larger mix.
Its place and value cannot be fully appreciated apart from the
mix. Standing alone, sacrifices are incomplete. God, however,
places a premium on completeness (Matt. 5:48; Col. 1:24-29; 1
Cor. 13:8-11).

To illustrate this point | want to use an analogy from the
kitchen. Consider the place of a recipe in cooking a particular
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creation. The recipe tells us the specific ingredients required,
their respective measurements, the sequence of their being used,
the different sub-mixtures that precede the entire mix of all
ingredients and the temperature or temperatures and times of
cooking necessary for the parts to successfully form the whole.
Truth is like that. The truth about sacrifices in Leviticus is like
that. Let us look at the parts and processes needed for the
wholeness of the sacrificial system.

The common sacrifices of Israel that were a part of daily life
included: whole burnt, cereal, peace, sin and guilt offerings (Lev.
1:1-7:38). The first three of these were more elective in nature.
They deal primarily with an effect on God. The phrase most
readily associated with them is that they brought "a pleasing odor
to the Lord" (10 times is their description in Leviticus). The last
two of the list were necessary for forgiveness of sins. The sin
and guilt offerings were therefore expiatory in nature. They
revealed more the effect on man. The recurring phrase here is,
"shall be forgiven" (nine times).

Another striking characteristic of the differences between
the elective and the required sacrifices has to do with the location
where they are offered. The voluntary offerings are presented on
the outer altar while the sin offering is given on the inner altar
(also note that the Atonement offering was associated with the
most holy place).

Common elements of these offerings to God tell us even
more about their place in God's scheme of redemption.
Obedience to God's directions, the resources of the giver, the
donor's necessary participation, mediation of priests and sacrifice
of life and possessions were features that instruct us more fully
in the nature of the system.

But there is more. Sacrifices of an expiatory nature relate
to a variety of features that are developed in Leviticus. Wenham
is very helpful in pointing out the relationship between: holy,
common, clean, unclean, profane, sanctified, profaned, pollute,
cleanse and infirm." These words deal with conditions, standings
and actions in the moral and ceremonial world. These concepts
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are seen most clearly when the relationships they enjoy to one
another can be recognized. Consider the following diagrams as
a means of seeing the relationships involved:

Clean
#1  Common <
Unclean

#2 Cleanse
Clean r oy
~Poliute —

Unclean*

#3 ™ Sanctify -

Common

#4 ~—— Sacrifice
-+——— Sanctify -——— (Cleanse
Holy Clean Unclean
Profane ——» Pollute ———=
Sin/Infirmity ———»=

*Note: Intrinsically unclean things cannot be cleansed.

The preceding diagrams show how things and people go
through processes that either take them from unclean to common
and then to holy or from holy to common and then to unclean.
Sin and infirmity take the process toward the negative. Sacrifice
takes it to the positive. Therefore, the sacrificial system can,
among other considerations, be seen as an essential ingredient
in getting things once lost to God's service restored to
usefulness. Forgiveness precedes usefulness (i.e., Isa. 6:1-8).

But all of the parts need something to bind them together
as one. This unifying part of the mix has to do with the role of
covenant as it relates to sacrifice. A covenant is, of course, an
agreement or pact made between God and man. It is a
document unilaterally enacted and bilaterally practiced. Within
the idea of covenant comes certain operational aspects. The key
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ones are: grace, faith, law, works, justice, mercy and love. Their
proper interrelationships are essential if the parts of the overall
mix are to be properly combined in needed proportion and
sequence to produce the complete or perfect intention of God.
This being the case, success leads to blessings and acceptance
while failure leads to curses and rejection. Will God be present
or not? The covenant is the broadest expression for determining
if He will be present or absent in the life of His people. Sacrifices
play a vital role in this arrangement or plan. They cannot,
however, stand on their own merit (Heb. 10:4), they require
power from beyond themselves.

If we apply all the ingredients we have thus far put into the
mix, we can then see much more clearly just what sacrifices
represented to Israel. The following picture emerges:

1. Men and women are born essentially common. Neither
intrinsically holy or unclean.

2. All people become unclean because of sin.

3. God has a plan to restore people whose sins have made
them unacceptable for holy service.

4. Since man is a sinner, someone else must be sacrificed
to atone for sin (make God and man AT ONE).

5. A mediator is required to stand between the holy God
and the sinful man.

6. Forgiveness emanates from God's mercy through grace
with justice being satisfied by the sacrifice of an innocent party.

7. Love motivates God's initiation of this plan of redemption
and sinful people are to respond in love, faith and obedience to
find forgiveness.

8. God's law sets out the kind of response (works) God
requires.
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9. Blessings are given to those who lovingly obey in faith.

10. Rejection and punishment is the lot of those who do not
take advantage of God'’s gracious gift.

11. Sacrifices deal with the need to find someone to suffer
the penalty on behalf of another.

12. Sacrifices also are for providing an opportunity to give
of ourselves to show our thanksgiving to God for His grace
(elective sacrifices).

God chose a gross system of blood sacrifice to illustrate the
absolutely awful nature of sin. He also chose this method to
show His love by being willing to suffer so men and women could
be saved.

COMMON PROBLEMS THAT DESTROYED

As the Jews lived under their law, certain problems
developed. The problems are not unique to their day at all. We
continue to suffer in principle from the same failings. It would
therefore do us well to learn from Israel's mistakes so that we
might avoid them. We will investigate four texts to see what we
can learn about what can go wrong with sacrifices.

First, let us take a look at Isaiah 1:10-17:

Hear the word of Jehovah, ye rulers of Sodom;
give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of
Gomorrah. What unto me is the multitude of your
sacrifices? saith Jehovah: | have had enough of the
burnt-offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and
| delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or
of he-goats. When ye come to appear before me,
who hath required this at your hand, to trample my
courts? Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an
abomination unto me; new moon and sabbath, the
calling of assemblies,—| cannot away with iniquity
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insofar as the wearer of the garments was held to
linked to Him....hurried, casual or disorderly worship
had no place in ancient Hebrew religious life.... The
worship of the God of Sinai was a serious matter,
since He was the only true and living God who could
deal swiftly and surely with offenders, as even some
members of the priestly line were soon to discover.
The prescribed forms of Hebrew rituals and the attire
of the priests, served the important purpose of
maintaining the distinctiveness of worship among the
covenant people and guarded against the possibility
of innovations being introduced from pagan sources.
Unfortunately, even these precautions were
circumvented at later periods in Hebrew history.™

The Priests, Tabernacle, and Fumiture Anointed With Oil

Having dressed Aaron with the high priestly clothing, Moses
then administered to Aaron the third act, that of anointing with oil
not just Aaron, but also his clothing and the tabernacle and its
furniture in order to set them apart, or sanctify them (Ex. 28:10-
12). Divine directions for preparing the sacred oil are found in
Exodus 30:22-25.

The profane or common use of the holy ointment was
expressly forbidden, on pain of being excommunicated (Ex.
30:33; Eze. 23:31). It was commanded to be kept by the
Hebrews throughout their generations; it was therefore laid up in
the most holy place.""

As investing the priest with official garments was a
recognition before men of the official position of the
person, the anointing him with oil was an
acknowledgement that all fitness for his office, all
power with which he would rightly fulfil its duties,
must come from the Lord."

While it is said the tabernacle and its furniture were
“anointed” (v. 10), the record also states the altar was sprinkled
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"seven times" (v. 11). "To sprinkle or dash seven times is a
figurative indication of complete consecration to God. The term
'seven’ is so used in the scriptures."*

AARON'S WORK AS HIGH PRIEST

After Aaron and his sons had been washed, clothed and
anointed, sanctified, then Moses proceeded to make offerings on
their behalf.

First, there was a bullock for a sin-offering (vv. 14-17).
Aaron and his sons were sinners (Ex. 32) and in their sins could

not stand before a holy God. Before they could offer sacrifices
in behalf of the people, they must first have a sin offering for their
sins (Heb. 7:27). The altar was sanctified with its blood, inner
portions were burned on the altar, and the animal was then taken
outside the camp to be burned. Thus, Jesus was crucified
outside of the city gates.

Second, there was a ram for a burnt-offering (vv. 18-21).
The blood of the ram was also sprinkied upon the altar and the

entire animal was then burned on the altar, thus burn-offering.
"...it was a burnt sacrifice for a sweet savour, and an offering
made by fire unto the Lord; as the Lord commanded Moses" (v.
21).

Third, there was a second ram of consecration (vv. 22-29).
After slaying it, "Moses took of the blood of it, and put it upon the
tip of Aaron'’s right ear, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and
upon the great toe of his right foot (v. 23). The same process
was repeated with the sons of Aaron.

Now, what does this symbolism teach? That if | do
consecrate my life to the service of God, my ear must
hear for him, my hand must work for him, my foot
must walk for him in his appointed ways."®

The sacrificing of the "ram of consecration” climaxed the
offerings for Aaron and his sons. Cook states the "ram of





























































































































































































































































































