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Foreword

Solomon wrote, “Of making many books there is no end, and
much study is a weariness of the flesh” (Eccl. 12:12, ESV). So,
why another book? First, the message announced in the twenty-
nine lectures that compose this book is one that is worthy of
publication. | recall hearing my friend, and friend of West Virginia
School of Preaching, the late Johnny Ramsey, say that the theme of
Colossians is the Christ of the church, and the theme of Ephesians
is the church of the Christ. He was right. The most inexhaustible
and inspiring subject to ever occupy the mind of men is the person
and work of Jesus Christ made known by the church according to
the eternal purpose of God. Alexander Whyte once reminded some
university students that it was not their calling to write Ephesians,
but to do the next best thing which was to master the masterpiece
of Ephesians, live it, and feed it to others as the finest of wheat and
honey out of a rock.

A second reason for this book of lectures is that the means is
available to wonderfully preserve such a message. Books are
valuable. It has been said that man builds no structure which
outlives a book. Although he was near the end of his life on Earth,
Paul still wanted his books. “Bring the books” he wrote to Timothy
(2 Tim. 4:13). Our people today need challenged to acquire good
books. Members of the church need to be challenged to read more
and study more. The elders who oversee the work of WVSOP
should be commended for utilizing the means of the printed page
in order to preserve the message of these lectures. This book,
packaged in such a durable, attractive, high-quality way, will likely
be studied, if the Lord wills, by generations yet unborn.

Finally, this book is published because of the men assigned to
participate in the lectureship. All of the contributors to this book
love the Lord Jesus Christ and His church. Each one is loyal to the
inspiration, authority, inerrancy, and all sufficiency of the Bible.
Each speaker believes the church of Christ is essential and
sufficient for the purpose for which it was intended. When
collectively considered, the results from the study done by these
lectureship speakers represents countless hours of digging
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treasures from the inspired text, even over a period of years. One
should not think that the preparation of these speakers is limited to
the immediate preparation done since receiving their respective
assignments. In most cases, years of study have preceded the
contribution made to these lectures.

A book like this is the result of a lot of work done by a lot of
people, by the grace of God. The Lectureship Committee, so ably
chaired by Denver E. Cooper, has spent numerous hours in
developing the lectureship theme, lecture titles, speaker selection,
and other related details. Over the course of an entire year, it likely
is the case that no one works harder on behalf of the WVSOP
Lectureship than brother Cooper. We appreciate him, the Hillview
Terrace elders, and the Committee for their contribution to this
book. Once again, Shirley West has worked so diligently as a
primary proof reader. Thanks, Shirley, for all the great work you
have done and the contribution you have made in so doing. In
addition to using her knowledge of the MLA writing style to assure
we have consistently followed this style as closely as possibly, Lyn
Miller also has created all of the layout of the book in the form
which is now before you. Because of her work, the Printers
received this material in book form ready for immediate printing.
Lyn also designed the attractive 2007 Lectureship brochure.
Thanks, Lyn, for the amount and quality of work you have done.
Finally, I wish to express deep appreciation to my fellow co-editor,
D. Gene West, for the many hours of labor he has contributed to
this book. Thanks, Gene, for your great contribution in editing this
book and all you do for WVSOP. I am grateful that I have been
blessed to serve with Gene in this book project.

And now, to God “be glory in the church by [in] Christ Jesus
throughout all ages world without end. Amen.” (Eph. 3:21).

Charles C. 'Pugh i
August 9, 2007
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Dedication

It has been the tradition of the West Virginia School of
Preaching to dedicate the lectureship book each year to a preacher
who has spent many years in the service of Christ. This year the
book is dedicated to brother Charles J. Aebi.

Brother Aebi is a native of southwestern Pennsylvania. He was
raised with a denominational background, but obeyed the Gospel
in 1949 and began his preaching career in 1952. He holds a B. S.
degree from Penn State, an M. A. from Abilene Christian College
and the PhD from Ohio University. He worked his way through
college, at first as a babysitter, a house cleaner, and doing odd jobs,
then later as a house painter working for painting companies in
State College, PA, Abilene, TX, and Marianna, PA.

Charles has served as minister for churches in Ohio,
Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Texas, and has preached and held
workshops on leadership, Bible class teaching, and marriage and
family. He preached full-time for nine years and has preached
regularly part-time for five congregations for forty-six years.
During his full-time ministry, the church at Coraopolis, PA, grew
from thirty to ninety members in six years and also built a church
building. At Sistersville, WV, the church grew from ninety to over
two-hundred in three years. He has served as an clder for several
years each in three congregations. He currently serves as a minister
and an elder for the Barlow-Vincent Church of Christ in Vincent,
OH, which he helped to start in February, 2003. This congregation
erected a new meetinghouse in 2006 and now has an attendance in
the 70s.

He taught Bible for thirty-four years at Ohio Valley College
(now University), serving fifteen years as academic dean and vice-
president, six years as chairman of the Bible Department, and
thirteen years as professor of Bible. Under his leadership as Dean,
Ohio Valley College gained state and regional accreditation.
During his tenure at Ohio Valley, Charles helped to accredit some
forty colleges for the North Central Association of Colleges and
Schools, serving as a consultant-evaluator for fifteen years and as a
commissioner for five years. He retired from the college in 1998
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and since 1999 has taught at the West Virginia School of
Preaching. He has authored several books and has written chapters
in others. He writes for West Virginia Christian, Gospel Advocate
and other brotherhood papers.

At the Lover Church of Christ in Lover, PA (Washington
County), Charles met Imogene McDonough, the girl who later
became his wife. Charles and Imogene have four children—Ruth,
Joy, Mark and Mary-and twelve grandchildren. Their children
include two school teachers (Ruth and Mary), a graduate nurse
(Joy), and a medical doctor (Mark). Ruth’s husband is also a
medical doctor; Joy’s husband is a teacher and preacher; Mark’s
wife and Mary’s husband are both teachers. All the men in the
family preach; all the men and women teach Bible classes; all
grandchildren but the next to the youngest have obeyed the Gospel,
and most of them have gone on mission trips to Central America,
South America and Africa. The four who are college age are
attending Christian colleges.

It is with a sense of gratitude and appreciation for a life well-
lived and for work well-done that the Elders at Hillview Terrace
and the administration and faculty of West Virginia School of
Preaching dedicate this book to our beloved brother Charles J.
Aebi.
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Eldership Honored
Alkire Road Church of Christ

The church of Christ at Alkire Road first began as the Sullivant
Avenue congregation on the west side of Columbus in 1964. The
church moved into a new meeting house in August of 1978 on
Alkire Road. The eldership, made up of Gary Carter, Jim Hatfield,
and Bill Phillis and the present writer (until he moved in 1989),
were appointed in September of 1981. These three men have
faithfully served the church of Christ on Alkire Road for the past
26 years. ,

Gary Carter is married to Rita Love, his faithful and loving
companion of 51 years. Gary has shown his leadership in his
family of three children. Randy with his wife Karen, and Denise
with her husband Ned Herald, and their families are members of
the Alkire Road congregation. James, with his wife and family,
lives in North Carolina. Gary is retired from Battelle Research
Industries and made his living as a draftsman. Brother Carter is a
fine Bible class teacher and gives wise, thoughtful counsel.

Jim Hatfield has been married to Sue Brown for the past 44
years. They are the parents of two children and six grandchildren.
His son, Tim, is a faithful Gospel preacher at the New Philadelphia
Church of Christ. Their daughter Kitty is married to Mike Cross
and they serve the Lord as members of the church at Alkire Road.
Jim was a machinist and is retired from Worthington Steel
Corporation. Brother Hatfield has proved himself a Bible class
teacher sound in the faith and is especially gifted as a personal
worker leading many souls to Christ through the years.

Bill Phillis has been married to Betty Reeder for 50 years and
they have three children. Kim, with her husband Bill Eagle and
family serve at Alkire Road. Tammy and her family live in Atlanta
and serve Christ there. Bill Jr. with his wife Jill, and family
faithfully serve at Alkire Road. Brother Phillis is a retired school
teacher and principal, superintendent of schools, and last served as
the Assistant Superintendent of Public Schools for the State of
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Ohio. Bill has put his capable talents to work in the class rooms of
the church and is very effective in teaching the Bible.

These men when appointed began immediately to manifest
good sound leadership, planning for church development and
growth by setting goals for the congregation from year to year.
They have kept the church faithful to God’s Word insisting on
sound doctrine from the pulpit and classroom. They have provided
loving care and consideration for all the church under their
oversight. Under their wise leadership the church has continued to
grow numerically and spiritually. Two major classroom additions
have been made to their facilities since they began serving. These
shepherds of the flock see to the initiation and support of all good
works—caring for the poor and needy, widows and orphans. They
have been involved in mission work both at home and abroad. In
the *80s they saw to the financing and building of a congregation
of the Lord’s church in Peebles, OH. Their minister, Mark Bass,
has made mission trips to India, Russia and Ukraine. Also Jim
Hatfield and several members of the Alkire church make an annual
mission trip to Costa Rica, Central America. From it’s beginning,
the Alkire congregation has been constant and liberal supporters of
the West Virginia School of Preaching, at times supporting both
students and the faculty. Their generous financial support has
served as a practical benefit and is, as well, an encouragement to
the Director and faculty.

Because of their faithful service through the years it is fitting
that they are the recipients of the honors that West Virginia School
of Preaching wishes to bestow upon them. Their support of the
school, like their lives and work, has been constant, consistent and
commendable. It is our prayer that they continue in providing good
leadership to the church where they serve showing love and
compassion, soundness and faith, with hope and encouragement to
all.

May God’s good blessings be richly bestowed upon them, with
many more years of healthy, precious service in the kingdom.

Emanuel B. Daugherty
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Introduction

It is no simple chore to introduce a book as magnificent as the
inspired Book of Ephesians. Those who study and know such
things tell us that the Greek language in which it was originally
written is the most elegant Greek in the ancient manuscripts with
the possible exception of the marvelous Book of Hebrews.
However, that being as it may, there is no doubt that translated into
English, it is a magnificent work worthy of a place among the
greatest literary works. In its six chapters and one hundred fifty-
five verses, Paul set forth the Glorious Church as the spiritual
body of Christ. Furthermore, he pointed out that to garner any of
the blessings that Christ has reserved for people they must be in
that body-the glorious church. One cannot read the Book of
Ephesians and come to the conclusion that Christ is everything and
the church is unimportant as some are wont to theologically
declare today. If it is possible to be saved from sin and for all
eternity without being added by Christ to His church, Paul did not
know it!

Paul declared in the first chapter no less than nine separate
spiritual blessings found “in Christ.” This must be understood as
being bound to Christ in a spiritual relationship in that body known
as the church. Paul gave thanks for the Ephesian church due to
their faith in Christ and their love for all the saints. Later in the
Revelation our Lord will upbraid this church for their lack of love
and urge them to return to it. Christ took those who were dead in
sin, both Jews and Gentiles and made them all alive spiritually.
They needed to show much gratitude for that, and so do we if we
have experienced what they did. He taught how Christ, by His
atoning death on the cross, broke down the barrier that separated
Jew from Gentile, leaving them united in His body-the church.

The author explained that though he was a prisoner for serving
Christ, he had never forgotten he had been chosen by the Lord
Himself to reveal the mystery hidden in the previous ages that God
intended that all-Jew and Gentile alike-be saved through Christ in
His body-the church. He emphasized what part “the grace” of God
played in this salvation, as well as “the faith” revealed through the
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holy Apostles and Prophets. Furthermore, he called on them to live
lives worthy of the sacrifice God made through Christ for their
redemption. He urged them to unity based on the sacrifice of Jesus.
He also pointed out how God had provided everything needed for
the equipping of the saints, both in that time and as long as the
world should stand through the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Until the
age of inspiration ceased, God left nothing to chance in developing
His children by giving the gifts of the Spirit to lead and guide
them. Once the New Testament was completed, these gifts were no
longer needed.

Paul insisted they be followers of God as dear children, to walk
in the same kind of love Christ had for us and demonstrated so
perfectly by His death on the tree. He taught them to avoid the sins
of their former lives and to live on a much higher plain due to the
fact that they were partakers in the kingdom of Christ. He urged
them to worship, not as some of them once had in heathen
dissipation, but to be filled with the Spirit by letting the Word of
God dwell in them richly, raising anthems of praise to God in song.
Then, he spoke so beautifully of the Christ—church relationship as
that of a true husband and wife. No one can read these simple, yet
radiant words and not be impressed with the fact that this Book
was written by no ordinary man, without God’s inspiration. We
truly hope that you enjoy these printed lectures and that they will
be a blessing to your life. In all matters, to God be the glory!

D. Gene West
July 17, 2007
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Establishment Of The Church

Winford Claiborne

Introduction

There was a time when denominational preachers and preachers
among the churches of Christ conducted formal debates on the
time of the church’s establishment. I remember hearing one of
those debates when I was very young. The propositions in the

Winford Claiborne presently preaches for the
West  Fayetteville Church of Christ, West
Fayetteville, TN. He also serves as the voice for
International Gospel Hour which is heard across the
United States, in Mexico and Canada.

=

debates read somewhat as follows: “Resolved: The Scriptures
teach that the church of Christ is scriptural in origin, doctrine and
practice.” Faithful Gospel preachers showed from the Scriptures
that the church of our Lord-the kingdom of the Old Testament—
was established on the day of Pentecost. So far as I know, there is
not a preacher of any standing within his denomination who would
try to prove that the church was established at any other time than
the day of Pentecost. The influence of scholars like Merrill C.
Tenney have made it difficult, if not impossible, for anyone to
argue that the church was established in the days of John the
Baptist or earlier. In his very scholarly book, The New Testament:
A Survey, Dr. Tenney affirms without equivocation: “The birthday
of the church was Pentecost” (251).

Relationship of the Church to the Kingdom

Let us now briefly examine the relationship of the church to the
kingdom. We know that the word “kingdom” does not always
refer to the church of Jesus Christ. Paul asked the Corinthians:
“Do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the
kingdom of God?” (1 Cor. 6:9). The apostle Peter urged his
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readers to add the Christian graces to their lives. He then
commanded them: “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence
to make your calling and election sure: for if you do these things,
you shall never fall: for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:5-7, 10-11). N. B. Hardeman recognized
the different uses of the word kingdom. In one of the volumes of
Hardeman Taternacle Sermons, Hardeman affirms: “Sometimes
that expression—kingdom of heaven-refers to the ultimate state in
the glory land” (164).

The word “kingdom” also has a more temporal use. It refers to
the church of the living God. Paul thanked God that He had
delivered (literally, rescued) both the Colossians and Paul “from
the power of darkness, and has translated” (or transferred) them
“into the kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:12-14). How could
God transfer Paul and the Colossians into the kingdom of His dear
Son if that kingdom were at least 2,000 years in the future? The
verbs, “translated” and “delivered” are both aorist (past tense)
verbs. The verbs, “shall deliver” (1 Cor. 6:9) and “shall be
ministered” (2 Peter 1:11), are both future tense verbs. On the one
hand, faithful Christians have been rescued from the power of
darkness and transferred in the kingdom of God. It is an
accomplished fact. On the other hand, we shall be given an
abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of God.

The book of Revelation records the message God delivered to
the seven churches and to the world. John, the human author of
Revelation, acknowledges his indebtedness to our Lord for the
challenging words of this powerful book. “I John, who also am
your brother and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and
patience of Jesus Christ, was on the isle of Patmos, for the word of
God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 1:9). In his
commentary on Revelation, Avenging His Holy Saints, Apostles
and Prophets, D. Gene West appropriately comments: “The
Kingdom was established in the time God predicted through his
holy prophets. Because it was, John and the Christians in the
seven churches were partners in the kingdom™” (101). John and
other first-century Christians were not eagerly waiting for the
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coming of the kingdom. It was already present and they were in it.
According to prophecy, where was the place of the kingdom’s
establishment? It is almost universally agreed among students of
the Word, even by Dispensational Premillennialists, that the Old
Testament prophets by divine inspiration looked down into the
future and predicted the coming of the kingdom of God. Isaiah
and Micah provide wonderful insight into the place of the
kingdom’s establishment and into the nature of that kingdom.

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain
of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and
say, Come, and let us go up to the mount of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob; and he shall teach us of his
ways, and we shall walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall
go forth the law, and the word of the Loid from Jerusalem.
(Isa. 2:2-3)

Micah’s prophecy is almost word for word like that of Isaiah
(Mic. 4:1-2).

Both Isaiah and Micah stress a number of significant ideas.
Their prophecies would be fulfilled “in the last days.” Neither was
speaking of the “last days of the last days,” in other words, they
were not speaking of the end of the Christian era. The apostle
Peter explained the significance of the expression, “the last days.”
He quoted the words of Joel 2:28-32 and then commented: “This is
that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; and it shall come to
pass in the last days” (Acts 2:16-17). The events on Pentecost
were the fulfillment of the prophecies of Isaiah 2, Daniel 2, Joel 2,
Micah 4 and many other passages. I remember being asked on one
occasion: “Do you believe we are living in the last days?” 1
answered in the affirmative, but the man who asked walked away
before I had the opportunity to explain the Bible’s teaching on that
topic.

The expression, “the mountain of the Lord’s house,” refers to a
government or the seat of a government. Fortunately, the prophet
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Zechariah helps us to understand the meaning of the “mountain of
the Lord’s house.” “Thus says the Lord of hosts; I am returned to
Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall
be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the Lord of hosts the
holy mountain” (Zech. 8:3). In his commentary on The Minor
Prophets, Homer Hailey says Zechariah’s prophecy had an
immediate application, but it also pointed to a “fuller and more
glorious fulfillment in the present Messianic period” (360).

The prophecies of Isaiah and Micah looked forward to the day
when all people (not just Jews) would flow into the kingdom of
God. Many people would invite others to come to the mountain of
the Lord. God would teach men His ways and they would walk in
His paths. The new covenant provides that universal call for men
and women to obey the Gospel. Christ told some of His disciples:
“Thus it was written, and thus it behooved the Christ to suffer, and
to rise from the dead the third day: and that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in his name among all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke 24:46-47).

The “mountain of the Lord’s house” (the kingdom) would be
established in the city of Jerusalem. “For out of Zion shall go forth
the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Isa. 2:3; Mic.
4:2). In his Commentary on Isaiah, Homer Hailey affirms: “The
word Zion came to be used in prophecy to refer to spiritual Zion to
come....Zion, as the mountain of God’s house, was the place from
which the law would go forth and from which the people of God
would be ruled by his word” (47). The author of Hebrews
informed his readers: “You are come unto Mount Sion, and unto
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an
innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and
church of the firstborn [literally, firstborn ones], who are written in
heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men
make perfect” (Heb. 12:22-23). The Israclite kingdom was
temporary. The kingdom of the new covenant cannot be moved
(Heb. 12:28). It will stand forever.

According to the Old Testament prophets, when was the
kingdom of God to be established? Tragically, many Jewish
believers and most Premillennialists are still looking for the
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Messiah to come to establish the kingdom the Old Testament
prophets had in mind. There is a scene in the movie, Fiddler on
the Roof, where Russian revolutionaries are driving the Jews from
their homes. One young man asked the rabbi, “Would this not be a
good time for the Messiah to come?” The rabbi responded: “We
will have to wait for him some place else.” Tragically, the Jewish
people have failed to recognize their Messiah and have persecuted
those who have accepted Him.

The Old Testament Prophets—The Messiah and the Kingdom

The Old Testament prophets provide many features of the
coming Messiah and His kingdom. He would be born of a virgin
(Isa. 7:14). Matthew quotes Isaiah’s prediction of the virgin birth
of the Messiah: “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and bring
forth a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel, which being
interpreted is, God with us” (Matt. 1:23). Luke tells of the angel’s
message concerning the Messiah: “For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).
The word “Christ” (christos in the Greek) is the exact equivalent
of the Hebrew word transliterated “Messiah.” Both words mean
“anointed.”

Isaiah also predicted: “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder. And his
name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6-7). There would be
no end to His government. He would sit on the throne of David
and upon the throne of His kingdom. There are literally hundreds
of other prophecies that provide information on the coming
Messiah and on the establishment of His kingdom. All of those
prophecies were literally fulfilled in Jesus Christ and in the church
He established.

Neither Isaiah, Micah nor Joel provide a date for the coming of
the kingdom of Christ, but Daniel does. Daniel 2 tells of a dream
God gave to Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian king. The king
asked his counselors—astrologers, magicians and Chaldeans—to tell
him the dream and the interpretation. The counselors asked the
king to tell them the dream and they would provide the
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interpretation. The king was smart enough to know that if the
counselors had the supernatural power to give the correct
interpretation of the dream, they should also know the dream. The
Chaldeans told the king that no man on Earth could show the
king’s matters. No king or lord or ruler had ever asked such things
of his magicians, astrologers and other advisors. The king was
very angry and intended to kill all the wise men of Babylon (Dan.
2:1-13).

Daniel heard of the king’s intention to destroy all the wise men
of Babylon. He approached Nebuchadnezzar and asked for time so
he could show the king the answer he had sought from his
counselors. Daniel and his three Hebrew companions prayed to
God to save them and the rest of the wise men of Babylon. God
revealed both the dream and the interpretation to Daniel.
Nebuchadnezzar had dreamed of a great and frightening image.
The head of the image was of fine gold, the breast and arms were
of silver, the belly and the thighs were of brass, the legs were of
iron, and the feet were of iron mixed with clay. Daniel saw a stone
that had been cut out without hands. The stone smote the image
and broke it in pieces. The stone then became a great mountain
and filled the whole Earth (Dan. 2:31-35).

Daniel explained to king Nebuchadnezzar: “There is a God in
heaven who reveals secrets, and makes known to Kking
Nebuchadnezzar what shall come to pass in the latter days” (Dan.
2:28). God not only told Daniel the king’s dream; he also provided
the interpretation of the dream. The head of gold represented king
Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian empire. The breast and arms
of silver represented the Medo-Persian kingdom. The belly and
thighs of brass depicted the Alexandrian or Macedonian empire.
The feet of iron mixed with clay provided a picture of the mighty
Roman Empire (Dan. 2:36-43).

Daniel explains: “And in the days of these kings shall the God
of heaven set a kingdom” (Dan. 2:44). In his commentary on
Daniel: A Prophet of God, Dr. Rex Turmer says the term, “these
kings,” means “in the days of the Roman kings, when the Caesars
were emperors of Rome” (56). Edward Young insists that the term
cannot refer to the kings of the fourth empire since the toes of the
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great image are nowhere identified as kings (77). Young quotes
Oswald T. Allis as saying that the term “would refer most naturally
to the four kingdoms or kings represented by the image” (78).
Young affirms: “It is while the colossus is standing that God will
set up His kingdom” (78).

Premillennialism and Christ’s Kingdom

Classical Premillennialists and Dispensational Premillennialists
deny that the kingdom of God was established in the days of the
kings Daniel had in mind. They argue: Since the Jews rejected
their king (John 1:11), God had to postpone the establishment of
the kingdom. Edward Young believed the fourth kingdom was the
Roman Empire. Dr. Young affirms: “The traditional
interpretation, which is also adopted in this commentary, is to refer
the fourth kingdom to the Roman Empire” (75). Young writes of
another  interpretation known as Dispensationalism.
Dispensationalists believe that the fourth kingdom was the Roman
Empire, but also means a revived Roman empire (75). There is
nothing in the text that allows for a revived empire.

I must ask some questions regarding Dispensationalism. Was
the Jews’ rejection of the king a surprise to God? Is anything ever
a surprise to God? How can a time prophecy be postponed? If the
Jews’ rejection of the kingdom postponed its establishment when
Jesus came the first time, how do we know they will accept Him
when He comes, according to Premillennialism, to establish His
thousand-year reign? I shall answer these questions in the order I
listed them.

The Apostle John reports: “He was in the world, and the world
was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came to his
own [neuter plural, his own things] and his own [that is, his own
home, his own people received him not]” (John 1:10-11). Did God
expect Christ’s own people to reject him? A careful reading of
Isaiah 53 should convince any honest person that God knew the
Jews would reject their own Messiah. “He is despised and rejected
of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as
it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him
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not” (Isa. 53:3). Even some members of Christ’s earthly family
did not receive Him (John 7:5).

If the prophecy of Daniel 2:44 (“in the days of these kings shall
the God of heaven set a kingdom”) were postponed, that would
prove conclusively that Daniel was a false prophet. Deuteronomy
18 announces the establishment of the prophetic office. The
Israelite people had every right to question whether a prophet was
actually speaking for God. Moses knew the Jews would ask,
“How shall we know the word which the Lord has not spoken?”
Just because a man claims to be a prophet does not mean he is.
False prophets have arisen in every age of the world’s existence.
The apostle Peter assured his readers: “But there were false
prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies,
even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction” (2 Peter 2:1). Moses gave the
Israelites the standard a true prophet had to meet. “When a
prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, not
come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken, but
the prophet has spoken it presumptuously: you shall not be afraid
of him” (Deut. 18:21-22). Time prophecies cannot be postponed.

I need to mention one New Testament prophecy concerning the
time of the establishment of the kingdom. Jesus informed some of
His disciples: “Verily, I say unto you, That there be some of them
that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen
the kingdom of God come with power” (Mark 9:1). Can you
explain why virtually all Premillennialists ignore this verse? If the
kingdom has not been established, as the Premillennialists insist,
there are some really old people around somewhere. Compared to
those people, Methuselah at 969 years of age would just be a boy.
In view of the Premillennialists” denial of this passage, how can
they claim to believe we can trust the prophets? In fact, John
Hagee asks in one of his books, Beginning of the End: The
Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin and the Coming Antichrist, “Can
You Trust Prophecy?” (cf. 44-83). If Daniel missed the time of the
establishment of the kingdom, you cannot trust prophecy.
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If the Jews’ rejection of Christ the first time He came prevented
Him from establishing His kingdom, how do we know it could not
happen again and again and again? Prophecies are always
fulfilled, unless their fulfillment is conditioned on men’s response
to the Lord’s commands. Moses outlined the curses or blessings
the Israelites would experience as they entered the land of promise.
If they were obedient, God would bless them beyond their ability
to comprehend. If they rebelled against His will, the curses Moses
mentioned would come on them. The fulfillment of the prophecies
in Deuteronomy 28-30 was contingent on the behavior of the
Jewish people. Moses told the Israelites: “See, I have set before
thee this day life and good, and death and evil. . . . Therefore
choose life, that both you and your seed may live” (Deut. 30:15,
19).

We know the place and the time of the establishment of the
Lord’s kingdom, but who was to be the one who would establish
1it? We are not left in the dark on this question. The prophet Isatah
predicted the coming of Christ and the establishment of his
kingdom. “Of the increase of his government and peace there shall
be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to
order it, and to establish it with judgment and justice” (Isa. 9:7).
Most conservative scholars believe that Jesus came into the world
to sit on David’s throne. Was He supposed to sit on David’s
throne the first time He came or must He wait until the
millennium? If Christ did not establish the kingdom when He
came the first time, He cannot now be sitting on the throne.

John Hagee denies that Christ is now sitting on the throne of
David. In his very latest book, Jerusalem Countdown: A Prelude
to War, Hagee writes concerning the “deliverer out of Zion” (Rom.
11:26). That deliverer “is none other than Jesus of Nazareth. I
believe my generation will live to see Him sitting on the throne of
David on the Temple Mount in the city of Jerusalem” (228). If
Christ is not now sitting on His throne, the prophets were wrong
and the Apostle Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost was also
wrong.

In the first Gospel sermon ever recorded, the Apostle Peter
spoke of the fact that God Almighty had approved of Jesus of
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Nazareth by miracles and signs and wonders. He told the people
on Pentecost that the Jews had taken and by wicked hands had
slain Christ. But death could not hold him. Peter quotes David as
saying: “I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is at my
right hand, that I should not be moved” (Acts 2:22-25). King
David was a prophet and knew that God would raise up Jesus to sit
on his throne. “Therefore being a prophet and knowing that God
had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins,
according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his
throne.” Was the time of Christ’s sitting on David’s throne at least
2,000 years from Pentecost? By divine inspiration, Peter declared:
“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God has
made this same Jesus, whom you have crucified, both Lord and
Christ” (Acts 2:30, 36). Hagee says he believes he will live to see
Christ sitting on David’s throne. He is already sitting on His
throne.

All serious Bible students are familiar with Christ’s
conversation with His apostles at Caesarea Philippi. Jesus asked
His apostles: “Who do men say that I the Son of man am?” They
responded: “Some say you are John the Baptist: some, Elijah; and
others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” Our Lord’s main
concern was what the apostles believed about Him. He asked:
“Who do you say I am?” The apostle Peter answered: “Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Our Lord then declared:
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah: for flesh and blood has not
revealed this unto you, but my Father who is in heaven.” Now
please listen carefully. “And I say unto you, That you are Peter,
and upon this rock [ will build my church; and the gates of Hades
shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven™ (Matt. 16:13-19). Do you believe Christ
was establishing one institution (the church) and giving the
apostles the keys to another institution—the kingdom?

Conclusion

In concluding our study of the establishment of the church, I
must ask you two questions: Must one be in the church or the
kingdom to be saved? How does one get into the kingdom or the
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church? I shall provide a scriptural answer to both questions. The
Gentiles in Ephesus had lived without a Savior, without citizenship
in the kingdom of God, without God and without hope in the
world. But when they obeyed their Lord in baptism, they were
forgiven of their sins and reconciled to God. Can one be
reconciled to God without being in the church of the living God?
The apostle Paul provides God’s answer to that question. “But
now in Christ Jesus you who were sometimes afar off and made
near by the blood of Christ....And that he might reconcile both
(Jews and Gentiles) unto God in one body by the cross, having
slain the enmity thereby: and came and preached peace to you who
were afar off, and to them who were near” (Eph. 2:11, 13, 16, emp.
added). If it is necessary that we be reconciled to God, we must be
in the body of Christ, the church of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23).

We know we must be in the body of Christ to be saved (Eph.
5:23), but how does one get into the church? Jesus told
Nicodemus that he had to be born again or from above to enter into
the kingdom of God (John 3:5). How did the apostles interpret the
new birth? They did not instruct men to be born again. Instead,
they commanded them to believe on Christ, to repent of their sins,
to confess Jesus Christ before men and to be baptized into the
name of Christ for the remission of their sins. When they were
baptized, did that mean they were in the church or the kingdom
and that they had been born again? The Corinthians believed and
were baptized (Acts 18:8). Please listen to what Paul told the
Corinthians: “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free, and
have all been made to drink into one Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13).

But does it really matter when, where, and by whom a church
was established? If a church were established at any other time
than the day of Pentecost, at any other place than Jerusalem, and
by any other person than Jesus Christ, it is not the church of the
New Testament.
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Overview Of Ephesians

Bruce Daugherty

We live in a day in which there is a decline regarding
appreciation for the church which Jesus promised and built.
Denominationalism and its resultant confusion has long
contributed to this decline. Teachings associated with
dispensational premillennialism have also served to undermine the
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value of the church for many people. The development of a
culture that is called postmodern and post-Christian has continued
this decline. Recently, 81% of Americans surveyed described
themselves as “spiritual” but not “religious.” The preaching of an
individualistic, self-oriented message about salvation has resulted
in a great number of Americans desiring Jesus, but not His church.

Attitudes like this are not surprising in the world, but when
comparison is made to certain voices within churches of Christ, a
low view of the church is evident there as well. In the past one has
heard pleas like, “Give me Christianity, not Churchianity” or
“Give me the Man, not the Plan.” The resurfacing of these appeals
from time to time demonstrates the attractiveness of the Savior
over those who claim Him. But “Jesus or the Church” is a false
dichotomy (Ferguson, Church xix-xx).

It is important to understand that a low view of the church was
not the attitude of the apostle Paul.

To me, who am less that the least of all the saints, this
grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all men see
what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the
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beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created
all things through Jesus Christ; to the intent that now the
manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the
church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly
places, according to the eternal purpose which He
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have
boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.
(Eph. 3:8-12)

A focus on the book of Ephesians will help call men back to
this biblical view of Christ and His church. As one commentator
has stated about the epistle: . . . [Tlhe entailments challenge much
that is superficial, worldly, self-centered, and individualistic within
our contemporary churches” (O’Brien 3). As part of this task, this
lecture will provide an overview of the epistle to the Ephesians.
The purpose is to introduce the reader to the text and some of its
important themes. It will also point out some of the methods Paul
uses for his purpose.

Affinity to Colossians

Before examining Ephesians, a few introductory matters are
worthy of notice. A number of commentators have observed the
affinity that the epistle of Ephesians has to the epistle of
Colossians. Vocabulary, themes, and even sequence of order of
themes are observed to be in common (Lincoln xlix; 9-10).
Because of this similarity between the epistles, a consensus of
recent scholarship has developed which denies Paul as the author
of Ephesians (Perkins 351). Lincoln defends this interpretation:
“It is one thing for a writer to reproduce the same ideas in the same
words or even in different words, but is quite another for a writer
within a short period of time to reproduce the same words and
phrases to express different ideas” (Ixvii). This argument, coupled
with the enigmatic lack of personal details and a lack of specifics
about the readers, leads Lincoln and others to posit a follower of
Paul as the author.

But does the similarity exclude Paul from being the author?
“The similarities in the overall structure and thematic sequence of
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the two letters are not surprising, especially if both epistles were
written at approximately the same time to Christians in somewhat
similar circumstances, (e.g., in Asia Minor)” (O’Brien 15). The
argument against Paul based on similarity of vocabulary and
themes may be overdrawn. It accounts for similarities, but not for
differences. A pseudonymous author would want to imitate Paul
as much as possible. How does this account for places in which
the author departs from Paul?

By inserting an introductory thanksgiving after the opening
berakah the author has made this letter different not only
from Colossians but also from any other letter in the
Pauline corpus. Would an imitator have taken such a risk?
In our judgement, the person most likely to have done this
is Paul. (15)

Additionally, it must be recognized that pseudonymity creates
more problems for the letter than it solves. Besides the ethical
question of some Christian writing in name when he knew he was
not Paul, if the fact of pseudonymity had been known, the epistle
would have never found a place in the canon (40-41). Tertullian
spoke of a second century elder who was deposed by his fellow
elders for writing in name, even when he justified it for “amore
Pauli” (qtd. in Ferguson, “Acts” 12-13). The exclusion of this
pseudonymous work, The Acts of Paul, from the canon, stands as
strong testimony to the negative way Christians looked at anyone
who would write in the name of an apostle. This negative view
toward pseudonymous writings was expressed as a principle by
Serapion, a bishop of Antioch. “We, dear brothers, receive both
Peter and the other apostles as Christ, but writings falsely
attributed to them we reject, knowing that such were not handed
down to us” (qtd. in Maier 216).

Use of the same vocabulary with a different meaning does not
have to signify that another author copied Paul. The emphasis of
the epistles is really two sides of the same coin. In the epistle to
the Colossians Paul emphasizes the pre-eminence of Christ (Col.
1:15-18). In Ephesians, the emphasis now falls on the people who
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must grow up to their head, Christ (Eph. 4:15). Whether one is
looking from the head to the body or the body to the head, the
perspective will be different but the subject will be the same. The
rich imagery for the church in Ephesians (Perkins 358-59) still
emphasizes the relationship to the Godhead: body of Christ,
household of God, temple of the Lord, bride of Christ. “In general
terms, the high ecclesiology of Ephesians, which cannot ultimately
be separated from its high Christology, is intimately bound up with
the place of God’s people within his saving purposes” (O’Brien
29). The church is glorious because of its relationship to the
glorious Christ! The best solution for the affinity of Ephesians to
Colossians is to recognize that Paul is the author of both epistles.

An Qutline of the Book
L Greeting 1:1-2
1L Know Your Calling 1:3-3:21
.  Walk Worthy of Your Calling 4:1-6:20
IV.  Concluding Thoughts 6:21-24
Applied Doctrine

“Like all of Paul’s letters, Ephesians is a combination of
doctrine and practical instructions” (QOster, Overview 32). The
doctrinal discussion is not just a collection of unrelated truths but it
specifically serves as a foundation and support for the practical
instructions. In other words, the letter is “applied doctrine.”

Despite the lack of personal details in the letter and a lack of
information about the situation of the church in Ephesus, the
occasion of the letter is seen in the “hinge” verse linking the
doctrinal and practical sections of the epistle. Often, writers in the
ancient world would reveal their purpose in writing by their use of
the Greek verb mapaxorém—"T beg, urge; request, ask” (Oster,
Ephesus 373). This construction is a common feature in Paul’s
letters (Lincoln 226).

In Ephesians 4:1 Paul reveals his purpose of writing: “I,
therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of
the calling with which you were called.” This connecting verse
emphasizes the importance of living a life that appropriately
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reflects the calling received from God! As is evident in Paul’s
instructions (Eph. 4:25-31), the Ephesian Christians were having
moral and ethical problems (Oster, Overview 32). “Walk worthy
of your calling” was to remind the Ephesians of their covenant
relationship with Christ and its consequent responsibilities.

Paul’s strategy for accomplishing the life change he seeks is to
remind the Ephesians in chapters 1-3 of their blessings in Christ.
In these chapters Paul indicates what God has done for the
Ephesians. To walk worthy of their calling, the Ephesians must
know their calling!

Chapters four through six contain the responsibilities that flow
to the recipients of God’s grace. These responsibilities are given in
the imperatives or commands to the Ephesian Christians. Of the
41 imperatives in the book, 40 occur in chapters 4-6 (Oster,
Studies).

It is important to hold both indicatives and imperatives the way
Paul did; that is blessings then responsibilities. If this order is
reversed, a legalistic type of Christianity is the result. It is
important that we do not reverse these indicatives and imperatives.
But another danger is also inherent in this discussion. Failure to
teach the responsibilities of grace results in cheap grace.
Protestant fears of a works oriented religion have led to extremes,
as witnessed in church history. Grace and works; blessings and
responsibilities; indicatives and imperatives must all be held in a
correct relationship to one another.

Paul’s thanksgiving prayer (Eph. 1:15-23) reflects the strategy
he utilizes for the Ephesian situation. His prayer serves to
introduce his readers to the truths he wants them to grasp and also
as an encouragement to the life he wants them to lead. The prayer
has a relation to the letter’s purpose: “Here in Ephesians also, the
thanksgiving not only continues the announcement of the central
themes, but makes clear . . . why these themes have been
introduced” (Lincoln 53). Request for his readers is that they
might have maturity and understanding in what God has done for
them (Oster, Studies). He prayed that they might have a spirit of
wisdom, and revelation in knowledge; that their eyes of
understanding might be illuminated. This insight into the hope
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and riches of their identity in Christ and of the power available to
them would then be seen in transformed living. “The Church will
be what it ought to be when it becomes more aware of and
appropriates the privileges and power God gives his people and the
benefits of its relation to the Christ who rules the cosmos™ (Lincoln
82). Doctrinal discussion is not an ivory-tower enterprise
concerning trivial pursuits. Instead, it vitally connects identity in
Christ to life transformation.

Affirmation of an Old Testament Inheritance

The epistle is written to Gentile believers (Eph. 2:11-12). But
the epistle makes an affirmation that the spiritual heritage of the
Jews is for the Gentiles as well (Eph. 1:18). Gentile reluctance to
take up the “Jewishness” of their heritage was based on a number
of factors. The Greco-Roman culture of Asia Minor was saturated
with anti-Semitism and several centuries of Jew-Gentile ethnic
clashes. The Gentiles were “pagans” to the Jews and characterized
by a lifestyle that was extreme in its lawlessness, especially sexual
sins (cf. Rom. 1:18-32). In addition, Gentiles who had become
believers, faced a chronic problem of Judaizers who sought to bind
on them circumcision and other aspects of the Mosaic Law (Acts
15; Gal. 2). Gentile readers in Ephesus may have wondered if
they would always be second class citizens of the kingdom (Oster,
Overview 34).

But Gentiles had always been in the plan of God for His people.
The call of Abraham had one plan for the world. “And in you all
the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). When
Solomon dedicated the temple, he made mention of it as a place of
prayer, not only for Israel, but also for the Gentiles.

Moreover, concerning a foreigner, who is not of Your
people Israel, but has come from a far country for Your
name’s sake (for they will hear of Your great name and
Your strong hand and Your outstretched arm), when he
comes and prays toward this temple, hear in heaven Your
dwelling place, and do according to all for which the
foreigner calls to You, that all peoples of the earth may
know Your name and fear You, as do Your people Israel,
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and that they may know that this temple which I have built
is called by your name. (1 Kings 8:41-43)

The Jews did not always understand this inclusion of the Gentiles
in God’s plan. The case of Jonah demonstrates a typical
prejudiced attitude toward the Gentiles (Jon. 4:2). Even the early
church did not comprehend Gentiles as included in the one people
of God. Though Peter had proclaimed the promise of Abraham in
his second sermon (Acts 3:26), it took several miracles from God
(Acts 10) to make Peter aware of necessity of preaching Christ to
the Gentiles. (Oster, Studies).

Paul’s message to the Gentile believers at Ephesus was that
they could get into the one people of the promise to Abraham
without having to become Jews. Christ’s death on the cross made
peace between Jew and Gentile as they are now made one in a new
humanity (Eph. 2:14-18). The “mystery” that Paul proclaimed
affirmed that Gentiles were fellow heirs (Eph. 3:6). Paul’s
apostolic mission was for the Gentiles (Eph. 3:1, 8-9).

This theme in Ephesians has a lot of relevance today. Because
of the fact that we are under the new covenant and not the law of
Moses (Heb. 8:6-8), many Christians have found little use for the
Old Testament or see little value in study of the Old Testament.
But the calling of Abraham, the commonwealth of Israel, the
covenants of promise, the oracles of God are all part of the
Christian’s heritage. Jesus spoke of kingdom people as being able
to bring out old treasure and new (Matt. 13:52). The Hebrew
Scriptures were the “scriptures given by inspiration of God” (2
Tim. 3:14-17). The things written before were written for “our
learning” (Rom. 15:4). The example of the Hebrew fathers is
pertinent because they are “our” fathers as well (1 Cor. 10:1, 11).
The message of the Spirit of Christ that the prophets of old desired
to look into was a message to “us” (1 Peter 1:10-12). The OId
Testament was the Bible for the early church. And it is an
important part of the Bible for Christians today as well. When
piety and personal devotion are in short supply, the Christian can
turn to the Psalms or the Prophets and feed his soul on their truths.
When faith is lacking and growing tired, the Christian can turn
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back to the stories of Old Testament heroes of faith and find the
inspiration and encouragement to persevere in faith (Heb.
12:1).May Christians never sell their birthright of their Old
Testament heritage (Heb. 12:16-17).

Avoiding Abstract Concepts of the Church

If the church has become unimportant or irrelevant to some
people, it may be because they think of the church in the abstract
rather than in the concrete. Ferguson states, “Perhaps the problem
for many has been in taking the church too much in an institutional
sense and not sufficiently in terms of a people, a redeemed
community” (Church xx). While the book of Ephesians uses the
word church in a collective, universal sense, it grounds its
emphasis in the church as people, people in relationship to God
and to one another.

Notice how many times in the letter that these Christians are
reminded of their relationship as the people of God. They have
received adoption as sons (Eph. 1:5). They have been chosen
(Eph. 1:4). They have been called (Eph. 1:18; 4). They are fellow
citizens and members of the household (family) of God (Eph.
2:19). They are a new humanity in Christ (Eph. 2:15). “Christ
through his death has created a new humanity, one new humanity,
and they have become members of this new community which
transcends the division of Jew and Gentile” (O’ Brien 28). But this
new humanity must be united if they are going to have a credible
testimony to the outside world. Paul stresses attitudes and truths
which promote unity in the body of Christ (Eph. 4:1-6). “If
Christian morality and ethics will not work within the body of
Christ, the church will have nothing to say in attempting to witness
to an unbelieving world.  Thus, Paul calls for meekness,
forgiveness, and harmony among the believers in Ephesus” (Oster,
Overview 35).

Less explicit, but still powerful in its reminder of the church as
family, are the norms laid out for the Christians in the various
social relationships of the first century. “In Paul’s day the
household consisted of three main relationships; husband-wife;
master-slaves (slaves were part of the household); parents-
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children” (37). These instructions regarding how to relate to
family underscore the people aspect of the church. Two key
ingredients of how to treat family are love and mutual submission
(Eph. 5:2, 22).

Even though masters, husbands, and parents would have
more authority than wives, slaves, and children, Paul
wanted the masters, husband, and parents to know that their
position of authority did not free them from obligations in
these relationships. They too, each in his own role, had to
be submissive in his respective relationship. Whether a
believer was a master, or a slave, or a husband, or a wife, or
a parent, or a child (and many of the Christians would be
more than one of these), God expected them to fulfill his or
her own role “out of reverence for Christ.”” (37)

Paul’s basis for these instructions is not social codes of the first
century, though Hellenistic Judaism as well as Greek philosophers
knew the importance of the home to society. (Lincoln 356-60;
O’Brien 405-09). Instead, Paul’s admonitions are based in divine
revelation. For husbands and wives Paul appealed to God’s
revelation in Christ. For parents and children Paul made his appeal
on God’s revelation in Scripture. And for his instructions to
masters and slaves Paul appealed to the future revelation of God at
the Second coming (Oster, Overview 37). If Christians treat family
properly, it will strengthen evangelistic outreach to the world and
will ground the concept of the church in concrete people
relationships.

Already and Not Yet

An underlying tension in the book lies between the realization
of Christian blessings and the continuing pursuit of those blessings.
Scholars locate this tension in the eschatology of Paul (O’Brien 29-
33; Perkins 360-61). Spiritual blessings are part of the present
reality of Christians (Eph. 1:3). But these blessings also look to a
future fulfillment (Eph. 1:14). This tension between the present
and the future can be expressed in terms of “already and not yet.”
Several passages in Ephesians incorporate this “already and not
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yet” understanding.  Briefly, two of these passages will be
examined here.

The unity of believers is an “already and not yet” proposition.
On the one hand, unity is to be maintained (Eph. 4:3). Believers
do not have to create unity or have to make compromises to
achieve unity. Unity is a given, a part of what God does for us in
Christ. On the other hand, unity is also something that must be
attained (Eph. 4:13). “The verb employed here is used figuratively
and means to ‘attain or arrive at a particular state,” with the focus
on the end point” (O’Brien 305). An illustration of this “already
and not yet” aspect of unity can be seen in a marriage covenant.
On the day of a wedding, the bride and groom are pronounced man
and wife. By law and before God they are united, it is a given of
their marriage ceremony. But the achievement of this unity will be
worked out in a lifetime of love and commitment. In a similar
way, Christians of all backgrounds, perspectives, and abilities are
united in Christ at their baptism but unity will be a goal they will
always be pursuing.

The final “already and not yet” is seen in the exhortation to take
up the full armor of God (Eph. 6:10-20). The imagery of spiritual
warfare serves as an appropriate summation to the entire letter.
Christ has already gained victory at the cross (Eph. 1:21). The
believer who is “in Christ” shares in this victory already. “The
fruits of Christ’s victory have ‘not yet’ been fully realized.
However, those in him possess all the resources needed to resist
the influence and attacks of the devil and his hosts” (33). The
armor of God is part of the power available to the Christian (Eph.
1:19). Ferguson illustrates why warfare is part of the believer’s
life when Christ has already gained the victory at the cross. “I
remember that after the defeat of Japan in World War 11, there
remained islands in the Pacific where word of the surrender did not
reach until years later. Pockets of resistance, where in effect the
war was still going on, remained for a long time” (Demonology
158). Because of this “not yet” aspect of spiritual warfare the
Christian must take up the whole armor of God. This armor is
necessary because spiritual forces arrayed against the Christian.
“The normal life of the Christian will always be one of combat and
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warfare” (Oster, Overview 38). And this will last until the great
final day. May all of God’s people realize the blessings and power
available to them now and persevere in faith and love until Jesus
comes again.

Conclusion

Study of the book of Ephesians will help all readers to better
appreciate the Savior and his church. May every Christian be
aware of his identity in Christ and what God has done for him.
And may every Christian walk worthy of his calling.
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Alive In Christ
Ephesians 2:4-10

Steve Stevens

I am grateful for the invitation to be part of this series of
lectures at West Virginia School of Preaching for 2007. It is a
timely theme considering all of the present day assaults on both
our Lord and His body. It is my prayer that God will use these
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for the Hundred Church of Christ. He also serves as
the instructor for New Testament Greek at West
Virginia School of Preaching.

lessons in both their oral and written forms to His glory. The
assigned text for this hour of study is Ephesians 2: 4-10:

But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith
he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved);
and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come he
might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast. For
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them.

The second chapter of Ephesians continues with the theme of
the glorious blessings of the saved in Christ as contrasted with
their former state of being without any hope. Those once “dead in
sins” are now made “alive in Christ” (vs. 1-10), and those who
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were “aliens and strangers” who were in the past separated from
God are now members of God’s family (11-22).

Our subject deals with the great spiritual blessing of being made
“alive in Christ.” Verses 1-10 constitute one long, complex, and
continuous sentence in the Greek text (the text used in this study is
the Textus Receptus particularly Stephens 1550). The subject of
this sentence is found in verse 4, God. The verb is a compound
construction found in verses 5 and 6, “hath quickened us together,”
“raised us up together,” and “made us sit together.”

Paul instructs the Christians at Ephesus concerning the great
things that God has done for them through Christ and His purpose
for having done them.

Paul begins by describing THE PREDICAMENT in which all
men find themselves who are not “in Christ.” In verse 5 he writes
about “when we were dead in sins.” He reminds us of how
hopeless any sinner is on his own. This is a difficult realization to
come to for those who are lost in sin. Part of the challenge of
convincing people they need to be saved is convicting them first of
the fact they are lost in sin. The “dead-in-sins” crowd does not
believe their situation is as bleak as Paul paints it in these verses.
Within these words abides a stark reality check.

In verses 1-3 of this chapter he writes about the conditions men
live in before obeying the Gospel. In verse 1 he writes concerning
the Ephesians—"“you” as being dead in trespasses and sins, while in
verse 5 he includes himself—“we were dead in sins.” Most of us
would consider Paul a good man. He described himself as a
“Hebrew of Hebrews,” a Pharisee, a keeper of the Law of Moses,
and as a zealous man for doing what he conscientiously thought
was right. Yet, he states here that before he became a Christian he
was “dead in sins.”

In what way did he mean this? Paul also wrote, “the wages of
sin 1s death” (Rom. 6:23). Death in its basic meaning refers to
separation. Spiritual death is being separated from God (Isa. 59:1,
2). The very essence of this is illustrated when God puts Adam
and Eve out of the Garden of Eden. Physically, life went on.
However, spiritually the relationship and fellowship enjoyed with
God in the Garden ended. The cause of this spiritual death as
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stated by Paul is the state of being in trespasses and sins.
Trespasses refer to “deviations from the strait and narrow path”
while sins refer to “inclinations, thoughts, and deeds which ‘miss
the mark’ of glorifying God” (Hendriksen 111). Verse 2 makes it
clear that these are sins we committed when Paul states “wherein
in time past ye walked.” The word walk is used figuratively of
“the walk of life, live, conduct oneself’ (Ardt and Gingrich 655).
These are not the sins of our forefathers. They are our own sins!

Being “dead in sins” does not mean that we are devoid of any
good desires or depraved to the point that we cannot have any
godly inclinations either. Consider the majority of the conversion
examples recorded in the book of Acts. These people were God-
fearing, Scripture reading, praying, devout, and worshipful people.
The Ethiopian Eunuch of Acts 8 was returning from worshipping
in Jerusalem and reading Isaiah 53 when Phillip met up with him
and preached unto him Jesus. In Acts 10, Cornelius was an
unsaved Gentile, who feared God, prayed, and gave alms, yet Peter
had to come and tell him words whereby he and all his house
would be saved. In Acts 16, Lydia is referred to as a woman who
worshipped God (v. 14). Furthermore, where did Paul and Silas
meet her? At the river where prayer was customarily made. From
Acts 2 add the 3,000 who obeyed on the day of Pentecost. What
were these “devout” people (v. 5) doing in Jerusalem?

One does not have to be an immoral reprobate to be “dead in
sins.” All who are accountable to God have sinned (Rom. 3:23).
All who have sinned are “dead in sins.” Spiritual deadness is a
derivative of one’s own sins, and not of one’s birth.

As if being “dead in sins” were not bad enough, Paul continues
by stating that we lived according to the ways of the world and
under the leadership of the ruler of this world (which he finally
names in Eph. 6:11). We allowed the spirit of disobedience to
work in us (Paul includes himself in verse 3, “we all”). We lived
“in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of
the mind.” We did what pleased and satisfied ourselves and we
did not care what pleased God. This is one reason we can be
religious and be “dead in sins.” If our primary aim in service,
worship, and daily living is to please and satisfy self instead of
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God’s will then we are spiritually dead. When Paul mentions
“nature” in verse 3 he is not referring to the false doctrine of
original sin, but he speaks of that which we bring forth or produce
of ourselves. God is in no way responsible for the sin in the world.
Sin is the product of mankind. Sin is a state in which men exist.
The only existence in the state of sin is death. There is no life in
sin.

The apostle now reveals that these worldly pursuits which
produce spiritual death result in our becoming objects of wrath.
Whose wrath? God’s wrath! (Rom. 1:18). Herein lies our
predicament. We are “dead in sins” and therefore facing the wrath
of the Almighty God. What can we do on our part to appease His
wrath and create a right relationship with God? NOTHING!

Paul now sets forth THE PROVISION that God lovingly
offers to save us from our self-induced predicament. In verses 4-9
we learn what riches and greatness are involved “in the gift of
God.” These verses detail what God has done for us and why He
has done these things for all of mankind.

What has God done for the writer of this epistle and for the
Ephesian Christians? He has “even when we were dead in sins”
quickened us! The word ‘quicken’ means to “make alive with”
(Vine, Unger and White 503). Actually, there are three aorist
active indicative verbs used by Paul to fully reveal what God has
done. God has done more than just “quickened us.” He has also
“raised us up” and “seated us.” “The aorist tense denotes
instantaneousness.  No evolution, no development is ever
conceivable” (Lenski 417). Furthermore, all three actions are done
“together with” Christ.

Paul does not deal with the “how” and “when” we were made
alive in Christ in this text. He does address it in Colossians 2:11-
13; Romans 6; Acts 22:6-16. The reader is encouraged to study
these passages.

The writer now makes a connection between Ephesians 1:19, 20
where he speaks of the divine power of God which raised Jesus
from the dead and exalted Him to the right hand of the heavenly
throne and the power of God which makes a sinner “dead in sins”
alive, and raises him up to walk in a newness of life, and seats him
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in “the heavenlies” in Christ. The heavenlies refer to the spiritual
realm where all of these blessings occur. In this spiritual realm we
are living, walking, and maintaining fellowship with Christ “in
whom” we access all spiritual blessings (1:3). It takes divine
power to raise the physically dead back to physical life. It takes
divine power to “make alive” those “dead in sins” and “raise them
up together with Christ” and “have them seated in the heavenly
places in Christ.” “God and what he has done stand out in the
whole paragraph” (Lenski 428).

Why did God do these things for mankind? In verse 4 we are
told that it is because God is “rich in mercy.” Sinners are worthy
of death. They have no merit on which to appeal to God, and as
previously revealed they occupy a state of much misery facing the
wrath of God. Seeing man’s need and having the resources to
respond to it, God acts to remove the distress rather than exacting
due punishment. And what would prompt such mercy? God’s
great love! God is love (1 John 4:18). The purest and highest of
motives were behind His gift of salvation. He first loved us (1
John 4:19) even when we were not loving toward Him. He
commended His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8). He “so loved the world that he gave
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

By what instrument did God extend His mercy to those who
were “dead in sins?” GRACE! We use the word ‘grace’ in many
ways. Before meals we say ‘grace.” We describe a person who
moves with coordination and style as one who moves with ‘grace.’
Some parents even name their daughters ‘Grace.” None of these
uses capture the true meaning of grace. It is a word that is hard to
fathom. Sometimes the best we can do is look at it in awe and
reverence.

My simplistic grasp sees grace as an act of giving all the help
that is needed to completely resolve a problem and keep it resolved
forever for someone who will never be able to resolve it for
himself and who would never deserve in any manner that measure
of help. Humanity rejected God and virtually His every act to help
them. Yet, God seeks to reconcile mankind to Himself, He
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provides everything “in Christ” to make salvation a possibility and
a reality.

How does God reveal this amazing grace to man? Through “the
faith.” Both nouns grace and faith have the article in verse 8. The
majority of the Greek manuscripts are in its favor (Eadie 150).
There are two prevalent schools of thought on faith in this verse.
One contends that it is man’s personal faith, his subjective faith
which he personally possesses concerning God’s Will.

The second claims that this is the objective, absolute faith as in
“the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3). This
would encompass the whole system of the teaching of the Christian
system, the Gospel of Christ, and the entire New Testament. There
are many contenders from both sides, and some “fence straddlers™
who attempt to put one foot in each camp. Contextually,
everything that is referred to in verses 4-8 pertaining to our
salvation is something that God has done for us or some quality in
God’s nature that has moved Him to do these things. Verse 9
makes it clear that what Paul writes about here is not of man’s
doing. Even verse 10 when speaking of the good works that we
are to walk in claims that God has before ordained them. Without
“the faith” to teach us what God wants us to know we would not
know what to believe or practice in Christian living. God uses the
means of His holy Word to make known the instrument of
salvation for all sinners, namely, His grace. The provision of
salvation for those “dead in sins” is truly and solely the gift of God
by grace revealed in His Word.

Paul declares THE PURPOSES for which God saves us in
verses 7, 9, and 10. Verse 7 reads, “That in the ages to come he
might show the exceeding riches of his grace....” Two schools of
thought prevail concerning the meaning of “in the ages to come.”
One considers it to refer to the eternal ages which follow the
judgment. The other takes the view that it means the succeeding
generations of Christians until the end of time. Eadie writes:

Why should the greatness of the grace that quickened and
elevated such sinners as these Ephesians, not be displayed
till the realms of glory be reached? Or might not God
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intend in their salvation at that early age to show to coming
ages, as vicious as they, what were the riches of his grace?

Still the language of the verse suggests the idea of
sample or specimen. Paul, who classes himself with the
Ephesians in the [hemas] makes this use of his own
conversion 1 Tim.i.16. (147)

Paul adds a tender note to the “exceeding riches of his grace”
when he writes of the manner in which God’s grace operates for
sinners. It is in “kindness.” The term means primarily “fit for use,
able to be used..., hence, ‘good, virtuous, mild, pleasant,” (in
contrast to what is hard, harsh, sharp, bitter)” (Vine, Unger and
White 192). God wants to exhibit the riches of His grace which He
offers in a most appealing way through Jesus. The exhibit is the
Christians at Ephesus and Paul. If God’s grace is effective in
saving them, then why should it not be effective in saving our
generation? “And all the grace in this kindness shown in the first
cenfury is a lesson even to the [twenty-first] century. What God
did then, He can do and will do now; and one reason why He did it
then was, to teach men of the present age His ability and desire to
repeat in them the same blessed process of salvation and life”
(Eadie 149).

In the ninth verse Paul clearly sets forth that our salvation and
life in Christ is not “out of” our own works. Therefore, no man
can boast or glory that it is of his own doing. Every spiritual
blessing we enjoy is given to us. Boasting would imply “fancied
merit, independence of God, and that self-deification which is the
very essence of sin” (155).

The final purpose which is addressed is found in verse 10. We
are God’s workmanship. The term refers to “that which is made”
(Vine, Unger and White 385). We derive our English word ‘poem’
from this noun. Those “alive in Christ” are the product of God’s
efforts. Christians are “created in Christ Jesus.” For what purpose?
“that we should walk in them” [good works]. The word ‘walk’
here is the same used in verse 2 and Vine writes it is “signifying
the whole round of activities of the individual iife” (664). God has
made us “alive in Christ” and He has prescribed, defined, and
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adapted the works which will let us best serve His purposes. We
are now set free from walking the course of this world (v. 2) and
are to walk in the good works that God has ordained.

The world about us should be able to read the “poetry of God”
in our lives. In Acts 11:23 Luke writes about Barnabas when he
went to Antioch: “Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of
God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart
they would cleave unto the Lord.” Barnabas could see the “grace
of God” in the lives of the Christians in Antioch.

God has made it possible for those “dead in sins” to be made
alive “in Christ.” Jesus came that we might have life and have it
more abundantly (John 10:10). God sent His Son that we should
not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16). Having become
“alive in Christ” may we now LIVE FOR JESUS!
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The Ephesians Before And After
Ephesians 2:11-22

W. Terry Varner

The problem of sin has plagued man since the Garden of Eden
(Gen. 3). What can man do about his sins and the horrible
consequences of eternal separation from God (Rom. 6:23; Matt.
25:46; 2 Thess. 1:7-10)? It is clear from Ephesians of the
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importance of God’s grace and mercy in order that we might be
reconciled to Him. “Without the grace and mercy of God they
could do nothing. No man can save himself by any sort of
meritorious works. No man could (or can) undo his wrong. But
God can forgive him. God can forgive him through the blood of
Christ (cf. Heb. 9:22; Eph. 1:7)” (Warren, Ephesians 40-41).
Ephesians 2:11-22 sets forth “the faith” (Eph. 2:8); i.e. Christianity
as God’s only way of redemption for mankind, both Jew and
Gentile. The text shows that spiritual life is through, and sustained
by, Christ. Consider the inspired text which reads as follows:

Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in
the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is
called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands. That at
that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants
of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world.
But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were afar off
are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace,
who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle
wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh
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the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in
ordinances; for to make in himself one new man so making
peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one
body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: And
came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and
to them that were nigh. For through him we both have
access by one Spirit unto the father. Now therefore ye are
no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with
the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the
building fitly framed together growth unto an holy temple
in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an
habitation of God through the Spirit. (Eph. 2:11-22)

Consider the above text outlined as follows:
«* A Christless Past (2:11-12).
< Christ’s Present Blessings (2:13-18).
s Christ Qur Cornerstone (2:19-22).

A Christless Past (2:11-12)

Ephesians 2:11-12 ought to assist the Gentile Christians at
Ephesus to appreciate the wonderful gift of God’s grace they now
enjoy “in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:13). The Bible divides the human
race into two “nations”: the Jews (circumcised), and the Gentiles
(uncircumcised).

To redeem man God prepared the nation Israel (Jews), through
His promise to the patriarch Abraham, to bring His Son into the
world. God raised up Israel to bring about man’s redemption and
Redeemer (Gen. 12:1-3). The Gentiles embraced paganism and
were lost from God. The Redeemer would “reconcile both unto
God in one body by the cross” (Eph. 2:16).

Paul reminds the Gentile world to “remember” their “past” (v.
11} lost condition and to contemplate their present condition as
God’s children and to be thankful for their forgiveness and
reconciliation.
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The word “wherefore” (v. 11) links what follows to what Paul
had already stated in Ephesians 2:1-10. “Remember” is present,
active imperative and carries the force of “keep on remembering”
i.e. they (we) were (are) never to forget what they (we) were before
their (our) conversion.

Ephesians 2:11 sets forth the graphic picture of contempt of the
Jews toward the Gentiles. The text deals with both Jew and Gentile
“in the flesh.” The Jews referred to the “Gentiles in the flesh” by
the nickname “uncircumcision” but not always in a spiritual sense.
The Jews were Jews outwardly, not inwardly. The matter of
“circumcision in the flesh” refers to Genesis 17:9-14 to God’s
covenant of circumcision. It is said of the Jews’ attitude toward
their circumcision: “The esteem and honor which the Jews had for
this ritual was a part of their very exclusiveness by which they shut
themselves off from other people . . . they came to use [it] as an
expression of contempt for the Gentiles” (Summers 41-42).

In Ephesians 2:12 Paul goes beyond the “circumcision and
uncircumcision in the flesh” to describe the pre-Christian Gentiles.
He uses five points to describe the Gentiles horrible spiritual
condition:

First, they had been “without Christ.” The phrase literally
means “separated” from Christ being “far off” (2:13, 17) but now
“in Christ Jesus” (2:13) they, as the Jews, were both reconciled
“unto God in one body” (2:16). They had no knowledge of Him
and therefore no blessings from Him. This is the very opposite of
their present spiritual condition “in Christ Jesus™ (2:13).

Second, they had been ““alienated from the commonwealth of
Israel.” The word “commonwealth” means “citizenship or state”
(Rogers 437) and refers to the Jewish nation. In the nation of
Israel, God was their King and ruled the Jews with His Law. The
Jews were amenable subjects to God. Consequently, the Jews
enjoyed those heavenly privileges and blessings not shared by
those not in the nation (Gentiles).

Third, they had been “strangers from the covenants of
promises.” “Strangers” means “foreigners” and in this context the
Gentiles were “strangers (foreigners) from the covenants of
promise.” God made “covenants” with Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3;
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15:8, 21; 17:1-21) and with Israel under Moses’ leadership and
sealed it with blood (Ex. 24:8; Heb. 9:20; 13:20). Because the
Gentiles were not part of these “covenants,” they were “strangers”
in that they did not participate in the blessings promised to Israel.
Later, God promised a “new covenant” (Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:6-
13) and was inclusive of both Jew and Gentile in which God
- promised He would “forgive their iniquity, and [ will remember
their sin no more” (Jer. 31:34; Heb. 8:12-13).

Fourth, they had “no hope.” The Gentiles lacked the “hope” of
the future that Israel enjoyed in the present life of the promises and
prophecies of the Messiah. Also, the Jew had a realistic concept,
not as full as what is revealed in the New Testament, of life beyond
death. The idea of “having no hope” in this life as contrasted with
what the Gentiles “now” have “in Christ” (2:13) is sad!

Fifth, they had been “without God in the world.” While it
was possible for the Gentiles to have known God (Rom. 1:18-32;
Acts 17:16-31), they were “without God;” i.e. knowledge of Him.
They worshipped and served gods or idols but “now in Christ
Jesus” (2:13) they had “turned to God from idols to serve the living
and true God” (1 Thess. 1:6). Summers writes: “[E]ven the purest
systems of religion known to the Gentiles were so far removed
from the religion of the true God that Paul could truthfully say that
the Gentiles were ‘without God’ altogether™ (44).

Ephesians 2:11-12 emphasize the need of gratitude to God, by
Jew and Gentile, as well as all Christians through all ages, for the
tremendous privilege of being a Christian. At the same time a
Christian should remember the horrible situation he was in before
he obeyed the Gospel (cf. Eph. 2:1-3)!

Christ’s Present Blessings (2:13-18)

It is the case that the Jews had several advantages over the
Gentiles (Rom. 3:1-8); however, Ephesians 2:13-18 makes it clear
both Jew and Gentile needed salvation. God who is “rich in
mercy” (2:4), demonstrated His “great love” (2:4), poured out His
wonderful “grace” (Eph. 2:8-10), and blessed humanity with the
great gift of “the faith;” i.e. Christianity. Ephesians 2:8-10 enables
lost mankind, Jew and Gentile, to be forgiven and reconciled unto
God.
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The words “But now in Christ Jesus” (2:13) point to a spiritual
condition that was the very opposite of all described in Ephesians
2:11-12. Once “far off” they are now “nigh” (near) because of “the
blood of Christ” (2:13). Ephesians 2:13-18 emphasizes six great
“Present Blessings” of the Christian:

First, The Atonement (2:13, 15-16). The great blessing of the
atonement includes both the ideas of the blood of Jesus and the
cross of Jesus. They are inseparable! Because of “the blood [cross]
of Christ” shed at Calvary (2:13), the Gentiles, who were “far off”
(separated from God), have been “made nigh” (2:13) to God.
“Nigh” means “to take place, happen” (Abbott-Smith 92); i.e. the
Gentiles are now drawn close to God in their obedience to the
Gospel. The phrase “in his flesh” (2:15) is a reference to Jesus
being crucified on “the cross” (2:16).

“The blood of Christ” on Calvary (2:13) results in “peace”
(2:14-15), “reconciliation . . . unto God” (2:16; Rom. 5:10). Peter
declares man’s redemption was “with the precious blood of Christ
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Peter 1:19). Sin
makes men “dead” (Eph. 2:1-3), “far off” (2:13), and terminal
(Rom. 6:23). C. C. Crawford wrote, “Moreover, life is a heavenly
gift and an offering of life becomes therefore a divine offering.
When an atonement for sin became necessary, it had to be an
offering of life. But an offering of life necessitated a death and the
shedding of blood” (143).

God’s offended holiness demanded justice, that is, the shedding
of innocent blood. The New Testament evidences that baptism is
the meeting place of the sinner and the blood of Jesus for the
remission of our sins (Rom. 6:3-4; Rev. 1:5; Acts 22:16);
therefore, Jesus in instituting the Lord’s Supper said of the cup, . .
. [TThis is my blood of the new testament which is shed for many
for the remission of sins” (Matt. 26:28). The blood of Christ is able
(has the power) to cleanse both man’s past sins and man’s sins that
he may commit as he lives the Christian life (1 John 1:7-9; 2:1-2;
Rom. 7:23-24).

Summers gives an excellent summary of the meaning of the
phrase “the blood of Christ” and man’s redemption:
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[Tlo be understood as a comprehensive reference to all
that was involved in the experience of Jesus’
incarnation, death, resurrection, and glorification. It is
by means of this redemptive work which God has
wrought in Christ and which he offers to sinful men on
the basis of faith that the Gentiles have come to their
present status. God provided complete and sufficient
redemption in Christ. It had to follow that both Jews
and Gentiles had equal access to that redemption. (45)

“The cross” of Jesus brings about “reconciliation. . .unto God”
(2:16). Paul preached that “the cross of Christ” was “the power of
God” (1 Cor. 1:18) and “the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:24). To the
Jews “the cross of Jesus” was “a stumblingblock” (1 Cor. 1:23).
“Stumblingblock” (skandalon) was “the arm or stick on which the
bait was fixed. . . a ‘snare,” a ‘bait,” an ‘allurement’” (Barclay,
Wordbook 111-14). Lenski defines the term as a “death trap”
(Corinthians 66). To the Gentiles “the cross of Jesus” was
“foolishness™ (1:23) or nonsense. The Greek concept of God was,
according to Barclay, “the toral inability to feel” (Corinthians 20).

The importance of “the cross” to the Christian may be briefly
described in the following. I am indebted to John R. W. Stott (63-
67) for these thoughts. First, the cross is the place where Christ
died for us (Luke 22:19; John 10:11, 15; Rom. 5:8; Eph. 5:2; 1
Thess. 5:10; Tit. 2:14). Second, the cross is the place that Christ
died for us that He might bring us to God (Eph. 2:13-14, 16; 1
Peter 3:18; Rom. 3:23-26). Third, the cross is the place where
Christ died for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3; 1 Peter 3:18; Heb. 9:12, 28; 1
John 1:7; 2:1-2; Rev. 1:5-6). Fourth, the cross is the place where
Christ died our death (Rom. 5:12-14; Heb. 2:9).

Thomas B. Warren summarizes this point on “the cross and
blood of Jesus” in the following descriptive terms.

It is not that Jesus merely died; He died for a certain
purpose. He came to give His life that sinners might be
saved from what they deserve (eternal punishment, Rom.
6:23). . . . Thus, it is seen that Christ offered a particular
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sacrifice (Himself) for a specific purpose (Heb. 9:7, 12,
7:18-25; 9:22; 10:4; 11:28; 13:11; cf. John 3:16; Lev. 11).
(Ephesians 44-45)

Second, Our Peace (2:14-15, 17). Christ who is “the Prince of
Peace” (Isa. 9:6) becomes “our peace” (2:14), makes ‘“‘peace”
(2:15), and His Gospel message is a “preached peace” (2:17).

The word “peace” is from e eirene; literally, “the peace.” In the
New Testament there are various sources of “peace.” “Our peace”
suggests that only in Christ-and in no other—can man find and
sustain peace. Peace comes from believing (Rom. 15:13).

Peace results when accepting as true, which it is, that which
Jesus revealed about God (John 1:18). Peace comes from belief
which has been turned into action, everyone who does good or
right (Rom. 2:10); i.e. obedience to His will (Matt. 7:21).

Peace comes from God. God gives the obedient the “peace
which passeth all understanding” (Philip. 4:7). Peace is the result
of the gift of Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you, my
peace I give unto you” (John 14:27; 20:19, 20, 26).

The peace of Christianity involves and demands ‘right
relationships in any given sphere of life” (Barclay, Flesh 87).

Peace insists on right relationships in the home (1 Cor. 7:12-
16).

Peace insists and describes the new relationship between
mankind (Eph. 2:14-17); i.e. Jew, Gentile, bond, free, male,
female, etc. (Gal. 3:28). Sadly, the old distinctions of the world
(nationalism, racism, caste systems, status, privilege, etc.) still
stand, but they are not to stand in the church. John Wesley wrote:
“By these marks, by these fruits of a living faith, do we labor to
distinguish ourselves from the unbelieving world, from all those
whose minds or lives are not according to the Gospel of Christ”
(346). The Christian is to strive for “peace with all men” (Heb.
12:14; Rom. 14:19),

Peace describes the relationship within the church (Eph. 4:3).
“The peace of God” is to “rule in your [our] hearts” (Col. 3:15).
The church can manifest internal peace only when Christians are
guided by “the wisdom that is from above” (James 4:17-18), and
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not the earthly, devilish, and carnal wisdom of the world (James
4:14-16). The peace of God is to be with “all that are in Christ” (1
Peter 5:14; 1 Tim. 2:2).

Peace describes the new relationship between God and man.
Christ is “our peace” (Eph. 2:14) only as we obey the message of
“peace” preached to us in the pristine Gospel (Eph. 2:17). We are
“justified by [the] faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). Our “peace” results from the work of
Jesus “through the blood of his cross” (Col. 1:20).

Barclay writes that “Peace is this completely new relationship
which Jesus Christ made possible between man and God” (Flesh
90). No wonder Barclay defines “peace” (eirene) as “Life at its
Best” (83). If T have peace with God and inner peace, we ask can
life be any better? Our “peace” was planned by God before the
creation of the world. Tt is always through the cross of Christ that
peace is possible to man.

Third, the church (2:15-16). The reconciliation of men unto
Himself (2 Cor. 5:19) “by the cross” (Eph. 2:16) is accomplished
in the church which is the body of Christ and of which Christ is the
Head (Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18). With the removal of the various
and many distinctions between men (Gal. 3:28), the fellowship of
God’s people (Christians) are described as “one new man” (2:15)
and “one body” (2:16).

The church of Christ, for which our Lord died and purchased
with His blood, is unique and essential. The “one new man” (2:15)
and “one body” (2:16) emphasizes the oneness or unity of the
church (Eph. 4:4-6). The message of “peace” (2:17), i.e. the
Gospel, must be “preached” and obeyed implies a normativeness
(pattern) of doctrine based on the word of “truth” (John 8:32; Matt.
10:34; Luke 12:51; 2 John 9-11), as well as implying the oneness
or unity for which Jesus prayed in John 17:20-21. There is only
“one body” (Eph. 4:4). “One new man in the place of two! The
church member was no longer a Jew, or a Greek, or a Roman. He
was not even a Jewish Christian, or a Greek Christian, or a Roman
Christian. Each was just a Christian. Glory be to God!” (Cleland
154).
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The “one new man” and “one body” show the divine
importance of the church to God and the urgent need for men
everywhere to recognize and accept God’s plan of redemption.
Thomas B. Warren writes:

In the New Testament, every person who was baptized in
the name of Christ entered one and the same church (the
one body of Christ, Eph. 4:4-6). The Bible thus teaches that
there are NO Christians outside of that one church. All
Christians are members of that one church. The New
Testament plainly so teaches. (Bible Only 165)

Fourth, The Law of Moses (2:14-16). Christianity (the faith)
demands a/l who are justified before God are justified by the blood
of Jesus. Neither the Patriarchal law, to which the Gentile was
amenable, nor the Law of Moses, to which the Jew was amenable,
could justify man before God. However, justification can be and is
accomplished only by the Gospel (Christianity) and is empowered
through the blood of Jesus (Rom. 1:16-17; Eph. 1:7; 2:16; Col.
1:20).

The Law of Moses served God by bringing the Redeemer
promised to Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3) and served the Jew as a
“schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by
[the] faith” (Gal. 3:24). Once “the faith” (Christianity) came the
Jew was no longer amenable to the Law of Moses (Gal. 3:25). Paul
writes that, “all” (Jew and Gentile) of those who are “the children
of God” are so “by [the] faith [tes pisteos]” (Gal. 3:26).

Since the Law of Moses was a national law binding only on
Israel (Deut. 5:1ff.) and the Gentile was amenable to the
Patriarchal Law, the removal of these laws was essential, as neither
law could justify man. Likewise, no man could be subject to two
laws at the same time and serve God faithfully. God removed
man’s amenability to both the Patriarchal law and the Law of
Moses at Pentecost {(Acts 2). God in Acts 2 gave the new law,
which He had earlier promised, “written in their hearts” (Jer.
31:31-34; Isa. 2:2-4; Micah 4:1-2)-the New Testament, the Law of
Christ (Gal. 6:10; Rom. 5:1-2).
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Ephesians 2:14-16 involves the removal of the Law of Moses
when Jesus “abolished in his flesh [cross] the enmity, even the law
of commandments contained in the ordinances™ (2:15). The Law of
Moses separated the Jews and Gentiles and served as the “wall of
partition between us [Jew and Gentile]” (2:14). Thomas B. Warren
states that the Law of Moses, “in a sense, separated Jews from
Christ” (Ephesians 46). Colossians 2:14 pin points the time and
place of the removal of the Law of Moses as Calvary (cross), when
Jesus, “took it [the Law] out of the way, nailing it to his cross”
(emp. added). The Patriarchal law, by implication, ended for the
Gentiles at the same time and place, Calvary! The removal of the
Law of Moses fulfills the Old Testament teaching in Amos 8:1-10
and Zechariah 11:1-14.

Ephesians 2:16 implies the importance of the removal of the
Laws (Patriarchal and Mosaical), “and that he might reconcile both
unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity
thereby.” For “both” (Gentile and Jew) to be “reconciled” implies
both were separated from God. The separation came about by the
cross. Reconciliation resulted for “both” (Gentile and Jew) when
they obeyed the Gospel and God added them to the “one new man”
(2:15) and the “one body” (2:16), the church (Acts 2:47). It is only
and always through the cross of Christ that man can be in the “one
body,” the church.

Fifth, Reconciliation (2:13, 16-18)., The verb “reconcile” is
from apokatallaxe and means “to turn from hostility to friendship”
(Rogers 438). Men are separated from God by their sins (Isa. 59:1-
2). Men can be reconciled to God because of the voluntary self-
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross (John 10:17-18; Eph. 2:16; Col.
1:20). The very fact that Jesus had to die to reconcile men to God
is a witness in itself to God’s hostility to sin (Hab. 1:13) and His
great mercy and love (Eph. 2:4).

Paul describes reconciliation as “having made peace through
the blood of the cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself”
(Col. 1:20). Consequently, men once estranged, foreigners, and
separated from God are now able, by their obedience to the
Gospel, to be “in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:3). They are reconciled
“unto God in one body by the cross” (Eph. 2:16) and are “nigh;”
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i.e. in fellowship with God (Eph. 2:16). Barclay writes, “This has
always been the simplest and the most human way of expressing
what Jesus has done for us. To put it at its simplest, through him it
has become possible for us to become friends” (All-Sufficient 74).
This is why Morris defines reconciliation as “to exchange for
triendship” (187).

In reconciliation, God is never said to be reconciled to man.
God is the subject of the verb and He reconciles men to Himself.
Paul states it as, “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
Himself” (2 Cor. 5:19). When Paul says, “be ye reconciled to God”
(2 Cor. 5:20), his “point is that it is the divine initiative and the
divine effort that is in view” (Morris 206). The means of
reconciliation is always by the death and blood of Jesus on the
Cross.

Sixth, Enjoying the Blessings (2:18). The above blessings
briefly examined enable “both (Gentile and Jew) to have access by
one Spirit unto the Father” (2:18). The word “access” is from
prosagoge and means “entrance, access. The word was used of a
solemn, unhindered approach to a deity and access to a king’s
presence” (Rogers 438). The idea is that by the work of Christ on
the cross man has an entrance or access into fellowship with God.

The access into this new relationship with God as our Father
is by the instrumentality of the “‘one Spirit” in conjunction with the
Word, the sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17). The access into
fellowship with “God as Father through Christ and in the Spirit is
the ground of our peace” (Lincoln 150) is for “both” (Gentile and
Jew, thus all men).

For men to enter into fellowship with God they must all be
called by the Gospel (2 Thess. 2:14). The Gospel must be received
as “it 1s in truth, the word of God” (1 Thess. 2:13). The hearts of
all men must be cleansed by the faith (Acts 15:7-9). The faith calls
for men to believe (Rom. 10:17; Heb. 11:6), repent (Luke 13:3;
Acts 8:37), confess Christ (Rom. 10:9-10), and be baptized into
Christ for remission of sins (Acts 2:38). It is in baptism that we
appropriate the blood of Christ (Rom. 6:3-4). No one can be saved
without the blood of Christ (Eph. 1:7; Heb. 9:22) and the church of
Christ was purchased by the blood of Jesus (Acts 20:28). The
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means of access into fellowship with God is always by the death
and blood of Jesus on the cross.

Christ Our Cornerstone (2:19-22).

The way of reconciliation of the Gentiles, as well as the Jews,
is now complete. The state and position of the Gentiles is, by their
being “now in Christ Jesus” (2:13), changed to where they “are no
more strangers and foreigners” (2:19; cf. 2:12), but now in
“fellowship with the saints, and of the household of God” (2:19).

As “fellowcitizens” they are now under the norm or pattern of
New Testament law (Col. 3:17; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). Their names, and
ours, are engraved in “the book of life” (Philip. 4:3; Rev. 20:12;
21:27). These are they “the Lord shall count, when He writeth up
the people” (Ps. 87:6). They are now cleansed by the blood of
Jesus and are “saints.” They have been added to the church or “the
household of God” (2:19; cf. 1 Tim. 3:15). “Household” (oikeios)
means family and “refers to all members regardless of social or
personal position” (Rogers 438); i.e. the family of God. They (we)
have Jesus as their (our) Elder Brother (Rom. 8:29; Heb. 2:11) and
as “children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ”
(Rom. 8:17).

The “one new man” (2:15) and the “one body” (2:16) is now
described as being “builded together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit” (2:20-22). The “building” or “temple” or
“church” is built “upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets™ (2:2); i.e. upon the doctrine or teaching of the apostles
and prophets (Acts 2:42; Eph. 4:11-12; Matt. 18:18). This is a clear
statement that the New Testament is the authority, norm, and
pattern for the Christian’s life and worship.

The authority, norm, and pattern emanate from “Jesus Christ
himself being the chief cornerstone” (2:20). A purpose of the
“cornerstone” of a building is that it “finalizes its shape, for, being
placed at the corner formed by the junction of two primary walls, it
determines the lay of the walls and crosswalls throughout. All
other stones must adjust themselves to this cornerstone”
(Hendriksen 143). Hendriksen makes application as, “It is Christ
who gives the house its needed direction. Believers, as ‘living
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stones’ (1 Peter 2:5), must regulate their lives in accordance with
the wall of the comerstone, Christ” (143). This harmonizes with
the statement, “in whom all the building fitly formed together
growth unto an holy temple in the Lord” (2:21).

How does this work? How do Christians regulate their lives in
accordance to Christ, the cornerstone? The answer is found in the
words of Jesus to His apostles, “Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever ye shall 1oose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven” (Matt, 18:18; 16:19). Christ as the head
of the church (Eph. 1:22-23) speaks “with the double seal of divine
verity and divine authority” (Lenski, Ephesians 703). The apostles
of Christ exercised this authority with the New Testament as “the
instrument by which that binding and loosing are effected”
(Coffman 248). The doctrine of the apostles and prophets (Acts
2:32; Eph. 2:20) was and is the doctrine of God (John 7:16-17), the
doctrine of Christ (Heb, 6:1; 2 John 9; Matt. 7:28; 22:33; John
18:19), and serves as a perpetual norm and pattern for Christians.

The church is described as growing into “an holy temple in the
Lord” (2:21) for the purpose of the “habitation of God through the
Spirit” (2:22). The Old Testament temple served as the dwelling
place of God. The New Testament temple serves as the dwelling
place of God “through the Spirit.” However, there is a distinct
difference. The new “temple” (church) was not a physical building
located in one place, but rather is a spiritual building, “the
household of God” (2:19); i.e. holy people, Christians.

It is our understanding of the phrase the “habitation of God
through the Spirit” (2:22) refers to the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit in conjunction with the Word. Why? We offer the following
explanation from three passages in Ephesians.

First, the Christian is “sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise”
functioning as “the earnest of our inheritance” (1:13-14). “Sealed”
is from esphragisthete and indicates “not only ownership, but also.
. .a guarantee of the correctness of the contents” (Rogers 435).
Salmond comments on this word and verse as:

“[IIn whom, on hearing and believing, ye were sealed;” it
being in Christ, in virtue of our union with Him, that we
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receive the gift of the Spirit. . . . In the narratives of the
cases of reception into the Christian Church in the Book of
Acts we discover this order of grace: hearing, believing,
repentance, baptism, the gift of the Holy Ghost (ii.37, 38),
or hearing, baptism, and the gift of the Holy Ghost (viii.6,
12, 17). (267)

Vine stresses that esphragisthete translated “sealed,” which is
an aorist passive participle, occurs “at the time of their
regeneration, not after a lapse of time in their spiritual life. . .the
aorist-participle marks the definiteness and completeness of the act
of faith” (331). The Christian is “sealed with the Holy Spirit of
promise” (1:13) and is warned by Paul to “grieve not the holy
Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption”
(Eph. 4:30), which can be done by unholy living!

Second, Paul states that the Holy Spirit is “the earnest of our
inheritance” (1:14). “Earnest” is from arrabon meaning “earnest-
money, caution-money, deposited in case of purchase, gen. a
pledge. . .2 Cor i.22, v.5, Eph. i.14” (Bullinger 241). The word is
found only in 2 Corinthians 1:12, 5:5, and Ephesians 1:14.

McClintock and Strong state that 2 Corinthians 1:22 applies to
the gifts of the Spirit which God bestowed upon the apostles.
Second Corinthians 5:5 and Ephesians 1:14 is applied “to the gifts
bestowed on Christians generally upon whom, after baptism, the
apostles laid their hands” (3: 6). They state that the phrase “the
earnest of the Spirit” implies, “beyond the idea of security, the
identity in kind, though not in degree, and the continuity of the
Christian’s privileges in this world and in the next” (6, emp.
added).

In other words, McClintock and Strong apply “the earnest of
the Spirit” as continuing with Christians after the death of the
apostles and therefore could not and does not demand the phrase
limited to the miraculous gifts from the laying on of the apostles
hands. The reading of the text declares all and every Christian to
be sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise which is the earnest of
our inheritance. This is the emphasis in the letter to the Ephesians.
Surely, the apostles did not lay their hands on all Christians and
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impart miraculous gifts to each and every one. McClintock and
Strong realize that supernatural “gifts” were “temporary” in nature
and the gift of the Holy Spirit “continues” in the life of the church;
i.e. Christians (859-61). This makes the “earnest of the Spirit” or
arrabon to be understood as non-miraculous in the life of all
Christians throughout time.

Third, Christians are “strengthened with might by his Spirit in
the inner man” (Eph. 3:16). Eadie gives the meaning of this verse
with great clarity:

[T]he design of a temple is that its god may inhabit it, so
Christ dwells in the heart. This habitation is not to be
explained away as a mere reception of Christian doctrine
[i.e Word only], nor is it to be regarded as a mystical
exaggeration [i.e. Pentecostalism]. . .His abode is in no
outer vestibule, but—"in your hearts.” (247)

We elaborate upon the word “Pentecostalism” which we added
following Eadie’s phrase “mystical exaggeration.” We argue that
this is one of the things he had in mind when he used the phrase.

Eadie (1810-1876) was a Presbyterian minister in Glasgow,
Scotland. The phrase “mystical exaggeration” refers, in part, to his
rejection and opposition to the false, abusive teaching in reference
to the Holy Spirit by the Pentecostals. Walvoord speaks of “The
false mysticism which swept away some led to excess of spiritual
and emotional experience unsteadied and undirected by the
teaching of the Scriptures” (249). Edward Irving (1792-1834)
began to emphasize “Pentecostal” extremes of “spiritual giftings,
including prophesy, healings, glossolalia, and interpretation of
tongues” (Burgess 1231). Pentecostalism is at times referred to in
various scholarly works as a form of “mysticism” (McClintock and
Strong 6: 794-95; Fee 217-221, 799-801; Walvoord 249). Of
course, one can see this by reading the definitive work by Burgess.
Eadie’s comment is in his opposition to the extremes of both the
cold, formal worship of many churches and the spreading of
“exaggerated mysticism” i.e. Pentecostalism, in the British Isles.
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With this developed, we return to the phrase “the habitation of
God though the Spirit” (Eph. 2:22). We argue that this phrase
refers to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in conjunction with the
Word in the life of the Christian. We are not arguing that the Holy
Spirit indwells the Christian separate and apart from the
Word.While the Scriptures teach that God the Father and God the
Son dwell within the Christian representatively, we affirm that the
Scriptures teach the Holy Spirit indwells each Christian. We are
not speaking of sensory experiences, nudges, etc. We are affirming
that the Holy Spirit indwells each Christian (Eph. 2:22) as (1.) One
who is our “seal” (Eph. 1:13), (2.) One who is our “earnest” (Eph.
1:14), (3.) One who “strengthens” the Christian (Eph. 3:16), and
(4.) One whom we must not grieve and with whom we are sealed
until the judgment (Eph. 4:30). Someone may ask how does the
Holy Spirit work in our life? I do not know other than He always
works in conjunction with the Word. Someone may ask do you feel
the Holy Spirit within you? No! But, I do not feel my personal
spirit either! The question does not disprove the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit in conjunction with the Word in the life of the
Christian or disprove that my spirit indwells me!

Conclusion

The church is “one body” (2:16) with Christ as its “head”
(1:22-23). Membership within the church results in reconciliation
to God (2:16) through Christ (2:18) and serves as the “habitation of
God through the Spirit” (2:22). The members are to be
characterized by growth and holiness (2:21) and owe everything to
Christ who made our “access” (2:18) possible by the shedding of
His “blood” (2:13) on Calvary’s “cross” (2:16). The consequence
is “peace” (2:16) and being brother to my Elder Brother, Christ
(Heb. 2:6).

Ephesians 2 prepares the reader for Ephesians 3 as seen in the
phrase, “For this cause” (3:1). This is a reference to Paul’s great
“prayer that believers may be empowered to fulfill their role in
God’s purposes” (Lincoln 165).
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The Church -Purposed, Promised,

And Prophesied
Ephesians 3:8-13

Randy Cook

A discussion of the Lord’s church cannot be complete until one
considers the aspect of pre-church history. Just what did God have
in mind for the church? In the centuries before the church began,
was there any indication that God had a plan for His church? Are

Randy Cook has been preaching for the Oakhurst
Church of Christ, Farmington, WV, for the Iast
fourteen years and has worked with West Virginia ||
Christian Youth Camp for nearly thirty years. Randy

has done mission work in India.

there any indications that inspired writers knew that such a church
would exist? And just how clear are the prophecies concerning
such? This study will attempt to survey the scriptural evidence
that, long before the church began, God had a purpose for the
church, He had promised the church, and that numerous inspired
prophesies clearly predict the Lord’s church.

While researching American church history, one may discover
that many writers describe the church of Christ as being indigenous
to the United States. In fact, they lump three groups together—the
Disciples of Christ, the Christian Church, and the church of Christ—
as being the earliest of the American indigenous denominations.
These records are often prejudicial, and, as such, are lacking in
biblical understanding of the church. Such descriptions are not
based on biblical facts.

The Lord’s church, or the church of Christ, had its beginning in
Jerusalem nearly two thousand years ago. Even long before its
beginning, the church was in the mind of God. The Apostle Paul
stated, “to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might
be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in
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the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose which He
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Eph. 3:10-11).

Many false teachers, who promote a false and dangerous
doctrine called premillennialism, twist the Scripture, and have
concocted a notion that Jesus will come back some day and set up
His kingdom here on Earth. They claim that it will last a thousand
years, and then eternity will commence. The premillennialists also
claim that the church and the kingdom are two separate entities.
And, yet, the Bible clearly states that the church of Christ and the
kingdom of Christ are one and the same. Jesus, on several
occasions, asserted that the kingdom was “at hand” (Matt. 4:17).
He promised to build His church, and in the same conversation,
told Peter He would give him the keys to the kingdom of heaven
(Matt. 16:18-19). In fact, prior to the second chapter of Acts,
every reference to Christ’s spiritual kingdom speaks of it as future.
Then, every reference to the kingdom after Acts 2 refers to it as
already being in existence (Col. 1:13).

This study will confine its thoughts to three basic points about
the church in its pre-existent state. First, God’s purpose
concerning the church will be considered. Then, the biblical
promises about the establishment of the Lord’s church will be
addressed. Finally, some key prophecies, which accurately predict
numerous facts about the church, will be discussed.

The Church PURPOSED

The purpose of the church has been clearly stated in Scripture;
yet, man often ignores it. Those who adhere to the premillennial
concept of the future literal thousand-year reign of Christ on Earth
have completely ignored the clear Bible teaching concerning the
purpose of the church. The premillennial false teacher would
suggest that the church is merely an afterthought of God. They
claim that the church is a “plan B” because Jesus was killed and
not allowed to begin His kingdom. Such teaching could not be
further from the truth. Peter preached that the death of Christ was
according to the “determined counsel and foreknowledge of God”
(Acts 2:23). Paul wrote that the wisdom of God is manifested in
the church (Eph. 3:10-11). The premillennial view would suggest
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that God made a mistake. The apostle Paul also stated that the
church was in God’s eferral purpose.

How interesting! The words “eternal” and “purpose” are
connected, with eternal modifying purpose, thereby explaining the
permanent nature of God’s purpose. The church was not a “plan
B,” but in the purpose of God before time began. Not only was the
church God's purpose and plan, but also it was His efernal
purpose. The church, that body of saved believers, was settled in
the mind of God long before man, before creation, before sin, and
before the need of a Savior. But God knew that man would sin,
and that he would need a Savior. God also saw the wisdom in
making provision for a body of believers, for those sinners who
would come to the Savior. That provision is called the church, the
called-out ones.

That the church and the kingdom are the same is evidenced
throughout Scripture. When Paul told the Colossian brethren that
they had been translated into the kingdom (Col. 1:13), he had
already shown that he was writing to the church (Col. 1:2).
Similarly, the angel Gabriel told Mary that her Son would be given
the throne of David (Luke 1:32), thus implying Jesus would be a
king. In Peter’s magnificent sermon on Pentecost, he affirmed that
God had raised up Jesus to sit on David’s throne (Acts 2:29-33).
As King over His kingdom, he also rules as head over His church
(Eph. 1:22-23).

Jesus also promised that He would eat of the Lord’s Supper in
His kingdom. His disciples partake of the Lord’s Supper each
Lord’s day, also in that kingdom (Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:17-
34). 1If Jesus promised that His disciples would eat the Lord’s
Supper in His kingdom, and they ate of it according to God’s
command, then they were in the kingdom when they ate it. The
kingdom and the church are one and the same. The church is rot
some last-minute, substitute, plan “B,” stopgap measure. God’s
purpose was not foiled. His church was in His eternal purpose.

The Church PROMISED
The one definitive statement concerning the promise of the
church is found in Matthew 16:18. “And I also say to you that you
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are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of
Hades shall not prevail against it.” Other promises concerning the
coming of the church prove that it was a part of God’s eternal
purpose. John said that it was “at hand” (Matt. 3:2). Jesus
promised His disciples that they would soon see the kingdom.
“And He said to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you that there are some
standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of
God present with power’” (Mark 9:1). Following His resurrection,
Jesus was giving some last instructions to His Apostles before He
ascended back to the Father.

Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead
the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these things. Behold,
I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the
city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on
high.” (Luke 24:46-49)

When God called Abram to leave Haran, He made three
promises to Abram. God promised a personal blessing on Abram
to make his name great. The second blessing was a national one,
promising to make a great nation from him. This was fulfilled in
the nation of Israel. The third and most significant promise was a
universal blessing that would come from his seed (Gen. 12:1-3).
Paul’s claim is enlightening as to the fulfillment of that promise.
“Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does
not say, ‘And to seeds,” as of many, but as of one, ‘And to your
Seed,” who is Christ” (Gal. 3:16). Christ, and His church, fulfills
that promise of a universal blessing through Abraham.

With these promises given, several pertinent facts are evident.
First of all, Jesus promised to build His church. He also promised
that even His death would not prevent His church from being built.
By the kingdom, or church, being “at hand”, it can be ascertained
that it was near. In fact, it was near enough to be witnessed by
many of those who heard these sayings. They would still be living
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and would see the beginning of the kingdom, or church. Within
these promises is the news that the coming of the kingdom would
be with power. In the early verses of the second chapter of the
Book of Acts, that power is evident, and the people are amazed at
the sights and sounds. It can be further stated that the Great
Commission is given and that the Gospel would go to all nations.
The promise stipulated that all of this would begin at Jerusalem,
and that promise was kept in Acts 2. The apostles would be given
the power at that time in Jerusalem. All of these promises were
fulfilled completely. God’s exceedingly great and precious
promises (2 Peter 1:4) cannot fail, and it is impossible for Him to
lie (Heb. 6:18).

The Church PROPHESIED

As stated before, the church had been a part of God’s plan from
before the foundation of the world. It had been God’s divine
purpose for the church to be built by his Son, and for obedient
believers to be in the church. A further indisputable proof that the
church was in God’s eternal purpose and plan is clearly evidenced
in the numerous Old Testament prophecies and their fulfillment.

Isaiah, the great statesman prophet of Judah, pictured the
church as a house, thus predicting that the church would be the
family of God. Notice his prophecy:

Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the
mountain of the LORD'S house Shall be established on the
top of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the hills;
And all nations shall flow to it. Many people shall come
and say, “Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the
LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us
His ways, And we shall walk in His paths." For out of Zion
shall go forth the law, And the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem. (Isa. 2:2-3)

From this prophecy, several pertinent facts are recognized.
The “latter days™ began on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:15-17).
The Lord’s house is referring to His church (1 Tim. 3:15). It was
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to be exalted above the hills, thus showing that the Lord’s church
was to be exalted above all other institutions. “All nations shall
flow unto it” speaks of both Jew and Gentile being accepted into
the church. Jesus gave the Great Commission to His apostles and
told them to go to all nations, or to all the world (Matt. 28:18-19;
Mark 16:15-16). “He will teach us His ways” refers to the giving
of the New Covenant. The Old Covenant was to be nailed to the
cross, thereby signifying its death. A new law was to be given to
replace the one that was abolished (Heb. 8:8-13; 10:9-10; 9:16-17).
“Out of Zion [Jerusalem] shall go forth the law” prophesied where
the church would begin. Just prior to His ascension, Jesus
instructed His apostles where their work would commence (Luke
24:47-49). He further stated that Jerusalem would be the place of
their initial work, then they would go on to Judea, Samaria, and to
the end of the Earth (Acts 1:8).

Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, clearly prophesied concerning
a new covenant from God that would replace the Old Testament
law.

“Behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, “when I
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with
the house of Judah-not according to the covenant that I
made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant
which they broke, though I was a husband to them,” says
the LORD. “But this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days,” says the LORD: “1
will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts;
and 1 will be their God, and they shall be My people. No
more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man
his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they all shall
know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,”
says the LORD. “For I will forgive their iniquity, and their
sin I will remember no more.” (Jer. 31:31-34)

Jeremiah was speaking of a future event which would be
bringing about a new covenant with the people of God. In fact, the
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writer of Hebrews quotes this passage from Jeremiah and makes
certain that his readers know that the old law and its system was
completely replaced by the new law and the new High Priest, Jesus
Christ. This new law was not to be written on tablets of stone, as
the Law of Moses was. This new law was to be written on the
hearts. Under the old covenant, people were physically born into
the family of God, then they had to be taught about God and His
laws. Under the new covenant, people would be taught about God,
then they would be born into the family of God by being baptized
into Christ, or into His body (1 Cor. 12:13), which is His church
(Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22-23).

The prophet, Ezekiel, foresaw the church as being like a
sheepfold having one shepherd:

For thus says the Lord GOD: “Indeed I Myself will search
for My sheep and seek them out. therefore I will save My
flock, and they shall no longer be a prey; and I will judge
between sheep and sheep. I will establish one shepherd
over them, and he shall feed them-My servant David. He
shall feed them and be their shepherd.” (Ezek. 34:11, 22-
23)

Jesus made the claim concerning Himself, “I am the good
shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. As
the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down
My life for the sheep. And other sheep I have which are not of this
fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and
there will be one flock and one shepherd” (John 10:14-16). Jesus,
being the Son of David, became the fulfillment of Ezekiel’s
prophetic vision concerning the one shepherd and one sheepfold.

Another prominent Old Testament Prophet, Daniel, made
several key prophecies concerning the kingdom, or church.
Foremost among those prophecies is one that was an interpretation
of a dream by the Babylonian King, Nebuchadnezzar.

You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image!
This great image, whose splendor was excellent, stood
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before you; and its form was awesome. This image's head
was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and
thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and
partly of clay. You watched while a stone was cut
outwithout hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron
and clay, and broke them in pieces. Then the iron, the clay,
the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together,
and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors;
the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was
found. And the stone that struck the image became a great
mountain and filled the whole earth, This is the dream.
Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king.
You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven
has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and glory; and
wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of the
field and the birds of the heaven, He has given them into
your hand, and has made you ruler over them all-you are
this head of gold. But after you shall arise another
kingdom inferior to yours; then another, a third kingdom of
bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. And the fourth
kingdom shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks
in pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that crushes,
that kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the others.
Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay
and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the
strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw the iron
mixed with ceramic clay. And as the toes of the feet were
partly of iron and partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be
partly strong and partly fragile. As you saw iron mixed
with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men;
but they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not
mix with clay. And in the days of these kings the God of
heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these
kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. Inasmuch as you saw
that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands,
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and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the
silver, and the gold-the great God has made known to the
king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain,
and its interpretation is sure. (Dan. 2:31-45)

Daniel’s prophecy concerning the church spoke of the time
period in which it would begin. “In the days of these kings” refers
to the Roman Empire, represented in the dream by the “legs of
iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay” (Dan. 2:33). This
was fulfilled in Luke 3:1-3. Daniel had spoken of the Babylonian
kingdom, and each ensuing kingdom, leading up to the Romans.
The two intervening kingdoms were the Medo-Persian and the
Grecian empire. Most importantly from this prophecy is the
kingdom which shall never be destroyed. This kingdom,
represented by a stone, not made by men’s hands, would grow and
fill the Earth. Thus the spread of a divinely ordained kingdom was
prophesied, and then fulfilled (Col. 1:23).

Another of Daniel’s prophecies associated with the church is
about the King receiving His kingdom. “I was watching in the
night visions, and behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with
the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, and they
brought Him near before Him. Then to Him was given dominion
and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which
shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one Which shall not be
destroyed” (Dan. 7:13-14). It will be noticed that He received the
kingdom when He came to the Ancient of Days, not when He
came back to Earth. When Jesus ascended to the Father (the
Ancient of Days), He received His kingdom. “Now when He had
spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a
cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they looked
steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood
by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do
you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken
up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw
Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:9-11). Jesus taught in a parable
concerning the kingdom, “Therefore He said: ‘A certain nobleman
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went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to
return’”’ (Luke 19:12). Jesus was seated at the right hand of God,
thus receiving His kingdom. “Which He worked in Christ when
He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in
the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age
but also in that which is to come” (Eph. 1:20-21).

In the second Psalm, David revealed more information about
the kingdom. “Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion. 1
will declare the decree: The LORD has said to Me, ‘You are My
Son, Today 1 have begotten You’” (Ps. 2:6-7). These verses
clearly identify the King as the Son of God, sitting on David’s
throne (Acts 2:25-28; Ps. 16:8-11).

Among the numerous evidences to prove the inspiration of the
Bible, the fulfillment of specific prophecy is one of the most
convincing. As has been demonstrated, plenty of fulfilled
prophecies regarding the church exist. The church is not an
afterthought, but it has been carefully and distinctly prophesied.
Each and every prophecy concerning the establishment and
founder of the church has been fulfilled.

Conclusion

When a football team has much confidence in its quarterback,
it may allow him to “audible,” or call a play at the line of
scrimmage, depending on how he seces the defense. This allows
him to change his mind at the last second, if he sees his original
play seems unlikely to succeed. Some false teachers claim that
God may have done that-called an “audible,” or changed His
mind, because His original plan did not work.

God’s original plan did work. The church was built completely
according to plan as God had purposed before time began. The
promises of Jesus, of John the Baptist, of God, and all inspired
writers concur. The exact church that was promised was built. The
astounding evidence of fulfilled prophecies pertaining to the
church cannot be refuted. The Lord’s church exists today because
God purposed it, Christ promised it, and the prophets, by
inspiration, prophesied it.
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Fullness Of Time
Ephesians 1:10

Emanuel Daugherty

I am deeply indebted to the lectureship committee of this
excellent school of preaching in asking me to appear on this
program. Over the years many fine and competent men have gone
from its classrooms into the fields of labor to do the work of God

Emanuel Daugherty presently serves as minister |f
for the Salem Church of Christ, Glen Easton, WV, and
as an instructor for West Virginia School of Preaching
where he served as the school’s first Director (1994-
2003).

and His Son. Having been with the school from its beginning it
gives me a great sense of satisfaction and accomplishment to have
a small part in such a great and important work. My hearty
commendation is extended to its Director and to the Overseers of
the Hillview Terrace Church of Christ who are dearly loved for
their works’ sake.

Introduction

My task in this lecture series is to give an overview of what
Paul describes as the dispensation of the fullness of times. I say an
overview because the subject is as broad as the Bible itself in that
it takes into consideration the entire scope of the Gospel plan of
salvation.

Paul tells us in Ephesians 1:9 that God has “made known unto
us the mystery of his will.” What had been a mystery, told in bits
and pieces, visions and dreams, types and shadows of the law
“unto the fathers by the prophets” has now been declared fully by
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, who is the spokesman of the New
Covenant and revealed to apostles by the revelation of the Holy
Spirit (Heb. 1:1). All the work of God during the Dispensation of
the Patriarchs and the Dispensation of Moses, was done “according
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to his good pleasure,” that is in His own way and in His own time.
The heavenly Father did not have to confer with angels, prophets,
nor the wise of the ages; “he purposed it in himself” (v. 9; 1 Peter
1:10, 12; 1 Cor. 1:20-21).

All this was done “that in the dispensation of the fullness of
times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both
which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him” (10,
emp. added).

Part One: The Administration and the Administrator (10)
What does the writer of Ephesians mean when he makes
reference to “the dispensation of the fullness of times”? The Greek
word for dispensation in this text is eikonomia, a word meaning
“steward, manager [of the house of God], the law of the house”
Miller 57-58; Arndt-Gingrich 562). This word refers to the
administration of God’s will through Jesus Christ the Lord. God
has made known to mankind the mystery of His will which was
brought into effect in the fullness of times by His Son. In Isaiah we
have the account of a position of administration which is typical of
Christ serving in the capacity of a steward or administrator over
God’s house (cf. Isa. 22:15-25). A treasurer, Shebna, is being
replaced with another man, Eliakim, who is more reliable and
trustworthy for the office. Eliakim, the new treasurer, is a type of
Christ. In verse 22 we have a statement showing that this is a
prophecy of the officeholder who is to come, Jesus Christ, the
Messiah. “And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his
shoulder; and he shall open and none shall shut, and he shall shut
and none shall open” (v. 22). In the book of Revelation chapter
three and verse seven, this is applied to Christ. Thus, Jesus Christ
is the Administrator, Overseer of God’s House, the house of
David, the church. Yea, He is the Treasurer “in whom are hid all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). “In Him the
fullness of the Godhead dwells” (Col. 2:9), thus, He has all
authority in Heaven and in Earth (Matt. 28:18), and is the “law of
the house” (Miller 57-58). Jesus taught his disciples to pray, “thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10). He is the
True Steward over the church, of whom the apostles, by virtue of
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God’s will being revealed to them, are the under-stewards who are
“stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor. 4:1). When their work
was finished the church had reached its maturity—fully established,
with no need of signs, wonders, and miracles as the church needed
in its infancy (Eph. 4:11-16; 1 Cor. 13:8-13).

“The universe is indifferent. Who created it? Why are we here
on this puny mud-heap spinning in infinite space? I have not the
slightest idea, and 1 am quite convinced that no one has the least
idea” (Barclay 98). Is it true, as modern skeptics believe, that there
is no eternal plan for mankind, that man is just an accident of cruel
nature with no reason for his existence? Ephesians 1:10 says this is
not true, man is not an accident in endless time, but is the favored
recipient of the grace of a loving God. In this text we see the
infinite plan of the ages being brought to bear with the coming of
God’s Son into the world. As Paul sees it, history from the very
beginning of time has been moving to this point—to the
dispensation, the administration, of the fullness of time! Those

who fail to see the purpose of God being worked out are purposely,
~ willfully ignorant of God’s Word. Truly, there is none as blind as
he who is unwilling to see (Ps. 14:1)!

When one thinks of Christ as the Steward or Administrator of
the dispensation of the fullness of times he will see the Christian
Age as:

The Administration of Grace (John 1:18; Eph. 2:8-10). Our
salvation is not accomplished with “works of righteousness which
we have done” (Titus 3:5); nor by the works of the law (Gal. 2:16).
In the dispensation of grace salvation is provided by Christ and
appropriated by our obedience to His Will. “For by grace are you
saved through [the] faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: not of works [of our own making, nor of the works of the
law], lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). The Gospel age is
the age of the dispensation of grace, for those who are saved are
those who are wholly dependent on God’s mercy as revealed in
His Word. Salvation is of grace for: (1.) God devised the plan; (2.)
Christ came in the flesh to accomplish the plan; (3.) The plan of
salvation was revealed by the Holy Spirit through the apostles; (4.)
It is a free gift to those who believe, trust and obey the plan; (5.)

71 Emanuel Daugherty



We have nothing in which we can boast—it is of grace through
faith, lest any man should boast.

The Christian Age is the Administration of Life and Light.
John said, “In Him was life; and the life was the light of men. And
the light shines in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not”
(John 1:4-5). Jesus Christ is “the Light of the world” (John 8:12,
emp. added). When Jesus began His earthly ministry, Matthew
cited Isaiah 9:1-2 as being fulfilled when he said of Jesus, “The
people which sat in darkness saw a great light and upon those who
sat in the region and shadow of death, light has dawned” (4:16,
NKJV). The Administration of Christ is the true age of
Enlightenment! The world is dark and dreary with “no hope and
without God” because of the blight of doubt, skepticism and
unbelief. Men of the world are benighted because of sin rampant in
their lives and covering their eyes to the truth. These are blind, but
see no need of a physician (Matt. 9:12-13).

It is the Administration of Unity when “all things are gathered
together in Christ, even in Him.” The prophets of old spoke of one
called David who would unite all the people of God. “My servant
David shall be king over them; and they all shall have one
shepherd; they shall also walk in mine ordinances, and observe my
statutes, and do them” (Ezek. 37:24ff). This passage of Scripture is
speaking of the Christ, the Great Shepherd, and the David of the
New Testament (cf. Amos 9:11; Acts 15:16-18). Jesus, the Good
Shepherd, spoke of the uniting of Jew and Gentile in one fold, the
church of the New Testament (John 10:16). Jesus came to
reconcile men to God, to be their Savior, to break down the barrier
of sin between man and God and between man and man [Jew and
Gentile] (2 Cor. 5:18-20; Eph. 2:14-16). The Son of God was the
answer to the sin problem in man that drove him away from God
(Isa. 59:1-2). Jesus came to unite us by taking away our sin.

It is the Administration of the Gospel Revealed. What had been
a mystery, and hidden in ages past is now clearly revealed and
described as the “good news” of the new covenant. (This will be
more fully developed by other speakers).

The Administration of the fullness of times is the Reign of
Christ the King, who is Steward and Administrator over the
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kingdom of God announced by the prophets (Dan. 2:44-45; Isa.
2:2-4). 1t is now, during the Gospel age, when Jesus is sitting at the
right hand of God reigning on the throne of David as the “King of
kings, and Lord of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15). The fullness of the times
was laid out long before the apostle Paul wrote of them. The
administration of Christ and the “mystery” (Eph. 1:9) of the
Gospel wherein the Jews and Gentiles would be gathered into one
body, the church, was in the mind of God from the beginning of
the creation and hidden until the coming of the King.

It is the Administration of the Full Pardon of Sin. The
Scriptures teach that it is the shedding of blood that is necessary
for the forgiveness of sin (Heb. 9:22). But not the blood of bulls
and goats! (Heb. 10:4). The Administrator of the fullness of times
is the answer to the problem of sin in the fullest way. “Neither by
the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for
us” (Heb. 9:12). His blood alone was able to “purge your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God” (Heb. 9:14).
His sacrifice was a one time, for all time offering! “Now where
remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin” (Heb.
10:18, emp. added). As Daniel prophesied of Him, “he will make
an end of sins” (Dan. 9:24). His death on the cross was the
satisfaction for sin. Obedience to His Will is the means by which
sin is ended in the life of each man.

Why did it take so long? It is sometimes asked, “Why did God
not reveal the plan of salvation many ages before He did?” Or,
“Why did it take so long for Jesus to come to save man?” The
delay in sending the Savior was not due to ambivalence (wanting
to do so, but yet not wanting to), nor did He delay because His
planning was incomplete and He was “working it out” as it was
brought along in time. No, these are not accurate assessments, for
His plan to redeem fallen man was “from the beginning of the
world” (Eph. 3:9), and Christ, the supreme sacrifice for sin was in
the plan of God “slain from the foundation of the world” (Rev.
13:8). While not knowing all the reasons why God would unfold
his scheme of redemption over a long period of time, with what
seems to us at times to be quite complicated, let me offer this
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suggestion: God needed to make man see his need for a Savior.
This He did by the process of showing man his failures, the
exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the terrible consequences of sin by
giving to men guidance by the Law (Rom. 7:13). The Law showed
man’s weakness and propensity to sin (Rom. 7:7-11). It showed
that sin brought death to every soul (Ezek. 18:20; Rom. 6:23). Paul
expressed the condemnation of man under law in these words:

For 1 delight in the law of God according to the inward
man. But I see another law in my members, warring against
the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the
law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that I
am! Who shall deliver me from this body of death? [The
penalty for sin]. I thank God-through Jesus Christ our
Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God,
but with the flesh, the law of sin. (Rom. 7:22-25)

Note: Paul is not describing himself as a Christian, but as
representing those who were enslaved to the Law of Moses and
under the penalty of death. Peter made clear the enslaving power of
the law by saying of the converted Gentiles “Now therefore, why
do you test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples
[Gentiles] which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?”
(Acts 15:10). The Law, Paul argues in Galatians, was a
“schoolmaster [tutor] to bring us to Christ” (Gal. 3:19, 23, 24-25).
Thus through the ages God made the world ready for the Gospel
(Mark 1:15, 38), and at the right time, “according to His good
pleasure” the Son of God came “in the flesh” (John 1:14) to
Administer the dispensation of the fullness of the times.

Part Two: Things Accomplished by God’s Providence
Preparatory to the Opening of the New Testament - “The
Dispensation of the Fullness of Times”
<+ The Nations of Daniel Two contributed much to the fullness
of times.
Babylon was the first world kingdom in Daniel’s vision (2:36-
45), Nebuchadnezzar took the Jews into Captivity for Seventy
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Years (606-336 BC) as punishment for their sin. The Synagogue
developed in captivity to keep their worship alive. Idolatry was
abandoned by the Jews forever. Medo-Persia allowed the Jews to
return to homeland under Cyrus the Great (536-333 BC). Law and
Order, and the Postal System was Persia’s contribution to the
fullness of times. Herodotus, when he gives the ‘Postal Creed,” is
describing the Persian postal system— “These neither snow nor rain
nor heat nor darkness of night prevent from accomplishing each
one his appointed task, with the very utmost speed” (531). Greece,
under Alexander the Great’s influence, significantly changed the
complexion of Judaism and the world (367-333 BC). Through their
Hellenizing policies Greece gave to the world a Universal
Language. The New Testament was written in the koine
(common) Greek language. Koine Greek is a “dead language.”
Thus the words of the New Testament do not change in meaning. It
says to men today what it said to those of the first century. The Old
Testament was translated from Hebrew to Greek. Rome was the
world kingdom in power when the Stone cut out of the mountain
hit the image in the feet and the kingdom of God was established
(67 BC-AD 476). Rome’s contribution to the fullness of time was
Universal Peace (Pax Roma), though forced; it allowed the
spread of the Gospel. Also, the Roman Reads built for quick
dispersal of Roman Legions to trouble spots in the Empire allowed
for quick travel of apostles and evangelists spreading the Gospel
into all the world (Col. 1:23).
% The “S” Words

Scattering refers to the dispersal of the Jews among the nations
by the various captivities of the Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians
and Greeks. In the New Testament a further “scattering” takes
place as persecution came upon the church. These are some of the
places referred to by New Testament writers who wrote to those
who were “scattered abroad” (1 Peter 1:1; James 1:1; cf. Acts 2:5-
11). Samaritans were a mixed race of people consisting of parts of
the 10 Northern Tribes and Gentiles who were introduced to the
land of Israel by the people moving policies of the Assyrians. The
mixture of Jews and Gentiles brought about the race called
“Samaritans.” The Samaritans became the enemies of the Jews
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returning from Babylon and the enmity between them continued
into the New Testament era. Synagogues were started as a place of
worship and teaching after the destruction of the Temple by
Nebuchadnezzar. In the New Testament Jesus and the apostles
attended and taught in the synagogues (Luke 4:16ff; Acts 13:14ff).
The New Testament church is patterned after the worship of the
synagogues. The Septuagint is the translation of Hebrew
Scriptures into Greek (c. 280 BC). This was done by seventy
priests in Alexandria, Egypt, and is often referred to by the Roman
numerals LXX. Sanhedrin refers to the Supreme Court of the
Jews, first mentioned specifically about 200 BC. It flourished
under the Ptolemy’s (Greek kings in Egypt), and wielded great
power in the time of Christ. Sects, refers to the various
religious/political parties which had developed by the time of
Christ. Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, Zealots, (Assassins
Sicarii, Acts 21:38, ASV) made up the sects identified in the New
Testament. The Pharisees were the most influential at the time of
Christ, but the Sadducees were the wealthier and usually held the
office of high priest. Other sects were the Essenes (oft times
identified with the Dead Sea Scrolls) and Zadokites that arose in
the period between the testaments.

¢ Greek Philosophies and Philosophers

These are included in this study to show that the wisdom of this
world could not help the plight of fallen men, neither Jew nor
Gentile, for “it is not in man that walketh to direct his own steps”
(Jer. 10:23). Epicureans were a Greek sect who followed Epicurus
(342-271 BC), who taught his followers to search for happiness
through pleasure, not truth (1 Cor. 15:32); they were to pursue the
experiential, not reason (Acts 17:18). Stoics derived their name
from the sfoa (porch) where Zeno taught (357 - 263 BC). These
were severe and lofty Pantheists who reflected indifference in all
circumstances (Acts 17:18). They were fatalists—what will be, will
be. The Greek Thinkers were renowned for their wisdom. Their
philosophies of life are still studied after more than 2,300 years.
Socrates taught people to think for themselves. Plato taught
people to think beyond selves, on a more spiritual level. He
reasoned that man had an inner being, a soul, sent from “the world
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soul” (place of souls). While very primitive in concept, it did get
the Greek world conscious of such an idea, preparing them for full
Bible revelation on the matter. Aristotle taught people how to
think, logically. His rules of logic are still observed.
%+ The Writings

The Old Testament Canon closed (c. 400 BC), with Malachi
being the last prophetic book written, and Nehemiah being the last
historical book penned. But many, many books and writings were
handed down by the Jews to guide the people. The Apocrypha
(apokruphos), generally produced from second century BC to first
century AD, was never a part of Old Testament canon, but some of
its books are included in the Catholic Bible. It contains a wide
variety of historical, geographical, moral, and chronological errors.
However, the books of first and second Maccabees contain much
reliable information of the period. The Psuedepigrapha (false
writings) refer to a vast number of false and spurious writings,
never considered as canonical, which represent the religious myths
and lore during the inter-testament period. The Midrash contains
doctrinal and homiletic expositions of the Old Testament written
by the rabbis and brought together from the first century BC to AD
300. The Talmud (instruction) is the oral tradition of the Jews
written approximately first century BC to fifth century AD
consisting of two main divisions the Mishnah (repetition,
teaching) and the Gemara (meaning to accomplish, complete, and
learn). Many of these extra books became as authoritative as the
law itself. “The tradition of the elders” (Mark 7:3) were part of
these writings that were considered even more binding than the
Holy Scriptures. The Dead Sea Scrolls were found in AD 1947-48
in caves at Qumran, Israel by a shepherd boy. “Every book of the
Old Testament is found either in manuscript, quotation, or allusion
in the Qumran literature” (Pfeifer 112).
¢ The Personalities of this Period

Four of the World’s Greatest Kings lived during this period
three of which are mentioned by name in the Bible -
Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus the Great, Darius the Mede, and
Alexander the Great though not named is the “notable horn” of
Daniel 8:5, 8. Antiochus IV, Epiphanes was a Grecian king who
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wreaked havoc on the Jews which provoked the Maccabean
uprising giving the Jews independence from Greece until the
coming of the Romans who began their domination of the Jewish
world in 67 BC. The Maccabees were a family of Jews who led a
rebellion against Antiochus IV and gained independence for Jews
(165-163 BC). The Feast of Dedication, (Hanukkah, Festival of
Lights) was attended by Jesus (John 10:22). Herod the Great, an
Idumean (descendant of the Edomites) was king of Judea when
Jesus was born (37-4 BC). It was his instructions that led to the
killing of the innocent babies of Bethlehem (Matt. 2). Roman
Caesars were Augustus the emperor when Christ was born, and
reigned from 23 BC-AD 14 and Tiberias who was Caesar when
Jesus began his public ministry (Luke 3:1ff). It was in “The days
of these kings” (Dan. 2:44; Luke 2:1), that God chose to establish
the kingdom of God on Earth, signaling the fullness of the times.

The negative influences of Greek culture introduced to the
Jews during the time of Antiochus IV turned many of the Jews
away from God. The building of a gymnasium in Jerusalem where
athletes performed in the nude drove a wedge between the youths
and their parents and away from adherence to the Law of Moses.
The priesthood became a position to be bought and sold. Greek
philosophy had failed to give an adequate answer to life’s
questions and problems. The thinking of the minds of the greatest
philosophers of the Greek world could not deal with the problem
of sin. Idolatry was the great curse of the Gentile world. The
Gentiles had steeped themselves in the vilest of sins and crimes
against God and humanity (Rom. 1). The Jews were equally
corrupt and more to be condemned for they were God’s chosen
people and had the advantage of the oracles of God (Rom 2-3).
Truly, Judaism was a “dry ground” (Isa. 53:2) with little
understanding of God’s kingdom or the Messiah.

Conclusion

A great many nations, kings, people, events, institutions,
positives and negatives went into “the dispensation of the fullness
of times.” God’s plan of redemption through the ages had been
revealed little by little—"precept upon precept, precept upon
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precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little there a little”
(Isa. 28:10) over a course of about 4,000 years through patriarchs,
prophets, priests, judges, kings, scribes, and wise men. Through
visions and dreams, by types and shadows, by direct revelation of
the oracles of God, the nation of Israel was taught their need of
salvation and of a Savior. Both directly and providentially God had
used men and nations to bring about His Divine will. He caused
nations and men to rise and fall and to do His bidding (the
Hebrews, Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks,
Romans, etc.). Joseph, David, Daniel, Esther, Ezra,
Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, Alexander, and others were used to
accomplish God’s will. All of these persons, places, things, and
events combined to bring the world to the right time for the coming
of the Messiah and their need for a Savior.

When Jesus came, the world had been prepared for His
coming. Positively, God had revealed His coming by the prophets.
The faithful remnant of the Old Testament looked for His coming.
Anna and Simeon of the New Testament, along with many others
were looking and longing for His coming. Negatively, the
“exceeding sinfulness of sin” (Rom. 7:13) had shown the world the
need for a Savior. No wise man or philosopher, Jew or Gentile,
had the answer to sin and the problems it caused in the lives of
men and women (Isa. 55:8-11: Jer. 10:23). The time was right for a
Savior!

The world was prepared by God for the fullness of time and
those who were knowledgeable of God’s will were ready and
anxiously waiting His coming. “But when the fullness of the time
was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under
the law” (Gal. 4:4).
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