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DEDICATION

To that host of students whom Brother Boles affection-
ately spoke of as “My Boys,” this volume is respectfully

inscribed.



PREFACE

It has now been more than three years since the lamented
H. Lco Boles, like David, “fcll on sleep, and was laid unto
his fathers.” During these intervening years, there has been
a growing demand for the publication of a volume of his
Sermon Qutlines. This volume is, at least, a partial answer
to the demand.

The Outlines appear here as Brother Boles left them, ex-
cept where it was necessary to add something in order to
make a contracted statement clear.

This book is a sclection of Outlines most frequently used
by Brother Boles.

It is the hope of the Editor that this book may give a new
stimulus to preaching the gospel plainly, humbly and with-
out [car or favor.

B. C. GOODPASTURE

August 11, 1919.
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THE CHRISTIAN'S RELATION TO AMUSEMENTS
Prov. 15:13; 17:22; 21:17

INTRODUCTION
Amusements, “rest,”

2

recreation,” “diversion,” “play.

1. DO CHRISTIANS NEED THEM?

1. Our civilization has changed.
(a) More mental work now.
(b) This requires a sedentary life.
(c) And this requires recreation.

2. Two Extremes.
(a) Stoics—“Christ never smiled,” can’t be proved.
(b) Epicureans—“Eat, drink, and be merry.”

II. ATTITUDES TOWARD AMUSEMENTS
1. Some say it is a misuse of time and dangerous to morals.
2. Indifference, they are more or less useless.
3. It is necessary for the best development of children and
for the best work of adults.

HI. KINDS OF AMUSEMENTS
1. Good or right.
2. Bad or evil.
3. Doubtful.

IV. RULES TO DETERMINE THE KIND
Is it right?
Do good people generally approve of it?
Will it interfere with school or business?
May it be productive of bad habits?
Will its enjoyment lead into doubtful company?
Will it lead into places of questionable propriety?
Will my example influence others injuriously?
Can I afford the cost in time and money?
Will my pleasure affect the rights of anyone in per-
son or property?
Ask self three questions.
(a) What would Jesus do if he were in my place?
(b) Would it be pleasing to him?
(c) Would I like to be found doing this when Jesus
comes?

O LN DTk N~
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THE SIN OF ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA
Acts 5:1-11
INTRODUCTION

These were members of the church at Jerusalem; the church was
not many months old; this record is for our warning.
I. FIRST RECORDED DEATH IN THE CHURCH
1. First recorded sin in the church—lying.
2. Not sufficient recognition given to significance of these
deaths.

3. This occurrence had a fundamental significance.
4. The Lord visited upon them the extreme penalty.
5. Why was this recorded.

II. HISTORY OF THE CASE

1. Food supply of many had been exhausted.

2. Many sold possessions and gave the price to the apostles.

3. Liberality of the church had attracted the eyes of the
world.

4. Ananias and Sapphira sold theirs and brought a PART
of the price and represented it as ALL.

III. WHAT WAS THEIR SIN?

Not that they kept back a part.

Not only that they lied to men

Not only that they lied to God.

But that they lost the sense of God.

Failed to recognize God as the Inspector of their lives.
Lost the sense of the inward life for the outward glory.

IV. THE RESULTS

Fear came on the church
Heart-searching power of God revealed.
This sin connected with Lord’s treasury.
We should not overrate our liberality.
Neither under-rate our ability to give.

(=l o
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A LESSON ON THE APOSTLES

Matt: 10:1-4; Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16; Acts 1:13

INTRODUCTION

Jesus made disciples; he chose twelve men from his disciples;

I.

1L

111

1v.

VI.

VIIL

VIII.

W

they were not young men but matured.

BASIS OF HIS SELECTION
1. He made no mistakes.
2. We do well to study his selection.
3. He selected the best at that time.

AN ANALOGY TO THE CHURCH
1. They were suited for their work.
2. Different types of men in the group but each was
needed.
3. All types of men are needed in the church.
4. One type as important as another.

JOHN: The beloved, wrote much of love; a concrete ex-
ample of love; this type needed in the church today.

MATTHEW: The practical business man; his type needed
in the church.

. PETER: The bold, fearless, leader; had the keys of the

kingdom; leaders needed today.

ANDREW: The quiet worker. (John 6:8; 12:22.) Ananias,
a certain disciple baptized Saul, never hear of him again.

THOMAS: The honest doubter; saw the dark side of the
proposition; saw all the difficulties of it. (John 20:24, 25.)

JAMES: The sturdy pillar of the church; beheaded by
Herod. (Acts 12:1, 2)

. PHILIP: The servant of all. (John 1:43-45; 6:5; 12:21.)
. JUDAS: Who became a traitor; a tragic degeneration;

Matthias took his place; Who punished Judas? no court;
punished himself,
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THE LANGUAGE OF ASHDOD
Neh. 13:24
INTRODUCTION

Language the mode of communication; words, signs of ideas—
Bible words express Bible ideas.

I. SOUND WORDS
1. “Sound words” (I Tim. 6:3.), words of Jesus—health-
ful words—words that convey full, rich ideas.
2. Hold pattern of sound words (Il Tim. 1:13.); stick to
the pattern; all teaching should conform to the pattern.

1I. WHAT IS ASHDOD LANGUAGE?
1. History of mixed marriages. (Neh. 13:23.)
2. Children spoke half in speech of Ashdod. (Verse 24.)
3. Could not express ideas of law of Moses.
4. Could not understand the law.
5. Lost the ideas of God and took up ideas of idolatry.

III. ASHDOD LANGUAGE TODAY

1. “Pastor” means “elder” in New Testament. (Eph. 4:11.)
“Reverend” belongs to God not man. (Ps. 111:9.) 1377, J
“Emblems” “Sacrament” for the Lord’s Supper.
“Sabbath” for first day of the week, for Lord’s day. 4 ts 0
“Join the church” for “added to the Lord.” (). /> 2 *
“My” and “Your,” “our” and “their” church for the
Lord’s church. 40 127§
7. “My denomination.”
% Call no man “Rabbi”; “Father” or “Master.” (Matt.
7 23:8-10)

o o v
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AUTHORITY IN RELIGION
Matt. 28:18

INTRODUCTION

What is authority in religion? What is final authority? These

are important questions. The answers will settle all disputes just

as the supreme court settles all questions. Jesus spoke to the

common people. If we do not put ourselves on that plane we
will not understand him.

I. WHAT IS AUTHORITY NOW? (Deut. 18:18, 19.)

1. God promised to raise up a prophet like unto Moses.
2. He would put his words in his mouth.

3. This prophet should speak all these words to the people.
4. God would require it of all who refused to hear.

1I. JESUS FULFILLED THIS PROMISE (Acts 3:22, 23)

1. God commands us to hear his Son. (Matt. 17:1-8.)

2. Nothing original with Jesus; all came from God. (John
12:49, 50.)

3. How much shall we hear him? Whatsoever he says.
(Acts 3:22.)

4. Destroyed if we fail to hear him. (Acts 3:23.)

III. TWO CONCLUSIONS FROM THE ABOVE PREMISES
1. All that Jesus spoke has the stamp of divinity.
2. No other’s words are authority—not even Moses—Now.
3. Joe Smith has none, Confession of Faith, Disciplines
have none.

IV. ALL AUTHORITY BELONGS TO JESUS (Matt. 28:18)

1. In heaven, hence God, Holy Spirit and angels all work
in plan of salvation by his authority—do nothing con-
trary to his will.

2. On earth. Hence all men must teach just what Jesus
taught.

3. All civil governments have their limits—some places
the stars and stripes represent no authority.

CONCLUSION
He that heareth you heareth me, etc. (Luke 10:16.)
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BAPTISM

INTRODUCTION

No record of inspired man ever preaching sermon on baptism.
Why? It is so plain and simple—told in a few words. Too much
confusion on this simple subject.

I. IS I'T COMMANDED?
1. If so, that settles it with anyone wanting to obey God.
2. John the Baptist taught it. (Matt. 3:6: Luke 7:30.)
3. Christ taught it. (John 4:1, 2.
4. Christ commissioned it. (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15.)

II. THE DESIGN OF BAPTISM
1. Salvation promised after baptism. (Mark 16:15, 16;
John 3:5; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; I Peter 3:21.)
2. Forgiveness of sins in Christ. (Eph. 1:6, 7; Col. 1:13.)
3. Baptized into Christ. (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27.)

III. WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED?

1. Believing penitents only. (Mark 16:15, 16.)
2. Examples of conversion.
3. Those guilty of sin—no babes.

1IV. WHAT MODE?

1. No mode of baptism. (Mark 1:9-11; Acts 8:36.)
2. It is a burial. (Rom. 6:3, 4; Col. 2:12)
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BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

INTRODUCTION

Greek, “pneuma” used 385 times in Bible. It is many times
translated “spirit,”; again, “ghost,” and “wind,” also “breath.”

1. FIRST WORK OF HOLY SPIRIT

1. Water. (Gen. 1:1-4; Psa. 33:6; 104:30; Heb. 11:3.)
2. Mind. (Gen. 41:38.)

II. DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM
AND FILLED.

John to be filled with Holy Spirit. (Luke 1:15.)
Elizabeth filled with Holy Spirit. (Luke 1:41))
Zachariah filled with Holy Spirit (Luke 1:67.)
Jesus filled with Holy Spirit. (Luke 4:1.)

Peter filled with Holy Spirit. (Acts 4:8.)

Others filled with Holy Spirit. (Acts 6:5.)
Stephen filled with Holy Spirit. (Acts 7:55.)
Paul filled with Holy Spirit. (Acts 9:17; 13:9.)
Barnabas filled with Holy Spirit. (Acts 11:24.)

I1I. HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM PROMISED
1. By John. (Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16.)
2. By Christ. (John 1:33; Acts 1:5.)

IV. CHRIST ADMINISTRATOR

1. John said that Christ would administer it.
2. Christ sent Comforter. (John 14:26; 15:26.)
3. Christ did so after return to the Father. (John 16:7.)

V. SUBJECTS OF HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM

1. Jews—apostles. (Acts 1:15; 2:1-4.)

2. Gentiles—house of Cornelius. (Acts 10:44; 11:15.)
V1. EFFECTS OF HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM

1. Speak with tongues. (Acts 2:4; 10:46.)
2. Work miracles. (Acts 3:1-9; Heb. 2:3, 4))

0 061 1. O O e 100 DO b
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THE FIVE BAPTISMS

INTRODUCTION
All in the New Testament.

I. BAPTISM OF SUFFERING (Luke 12:50)
(Atonement)

11. JOHN’S BAPTISM (Mark 1:4)
(Baptism of Repentancc)

II1. HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM (Acts 1:5)
(Pentecost and  Cornelius)

IV. BELIEVERS' BAPTISM (Matt. 28:19)
(Commission)

V. BAPTISM WITH FIRE (Matt. 3:12)
(Judgment)

w

9

BARNABAS, A GOOD MAN
Acts 11:24

INTRODUCTION

Biography a profitable way of studying the Bible. The charac-
ters whom God has chosen and used should be known. Barnabas
has been eclipsed or overshadowed by Paul.

I. HIS NAME (Acts 4:36, 37)
1. Of the priestly tribe—Levi.
2. First named Joses or Joseph—“may God add.” (Gen.
30:24.)
8. “Barnabas,” given Dby apostles—exhortation, consola-
tion or son of prophecy.



4. Nicknames often describe a character better than the
original one.
(a) Abraham, Sarah, Jacob or Israel.
(b) Peter; sons of thunder.

II. A GOOD MAN

1. The Bible does not deal in eulogies or compliments.

2. Very few men are called “good” in the Bible.

3. Jesus asked why call me good. (Matt. 19:17.)

4. There must be something above the ordinary in Barn-
abas for him to be called “a good man.”

5. He is “good” not in the common acceptation of the

term, but in the divine sense.

III. A GENEROUS MAN
1. His generosity grows out of his goodness.
2. He sold his field and gave all. (Acts 4:37.)
3. Generosity is measured, not so much by what is given as
by what is left.
(a) A poor man’s penny is more than a rich man’s
dollar.
(b) The widow’s mite. (Mark 12:42-44.)
4. His generosity put in contrast with Ananias.
5. He was generous also in kindness, love, and service.
(a) He took a second place in honor preferring one
another. (Rom. 12:10.)
(b) Jonathan yielded to David. (I Sam. 20:30, 31.)
(c) John the Baptist yielded to Christ. (John 3:30.)

IV. HE WAS FULL OF FAITH
1. He was spiritually minded—full of the Holy Spirit.
2. He was glad to know the Gentiles accepted Christ.
(Acts 11:23.) '
3. Dr. Arnot says. “Tell me what gladdens or grieves a
man and I will tell you what sort of man he is.”
4. Chosen to go to Antioch and get a report of the Gen-
tiles accepting Christ.
5. He helps to make Jew and Gentile one in Christ.

V. HIS RELATION TO PAUL

1. First introduced Paul to the apostles. (Acts 9:27.)

2. This a fine trait to bring brethren together in mutual
confidence and love.



oot

. He brought Paul to Antioch. (Acts 11:26.)
. He and Paul took a contribution from the brethren to

Judea. (Acts 11:30.)

. He, Paul and Mark go on first missionary tour. (Acts

13:2.)

Sent to Jerusalem on question of circumcision to re-
concile Jews and Gentiles.

He and Paul separate. (Acts 15:36-39.)

. Paul kindly mentions him. (I Cor. 9:5, 6.)

Wrote epistle of Barnabas, some say wrote Hebrews.

w
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THE BIBLE
INTRODUCTION

“Bible” means ‘“the Book”; contains sixty-six books in ONE

BOOK; forty writers.

1. UNITY OF THE BIBLE

1.

2.

Sixteen hundred years between Gen. 1:1 and Rev
22:21.

One writer did not know what others HAD written nor
what some others WOULD write,

3. Cannot get forty men to agree on one thing today.
4.
5.

Yet these forty writers all agree.
Only one conclusion—one mind guided them.

1I. TIMELESSNESS OF THE BIBLE

1.
2
3.

Never out of date—other books out of date.

Many are out of print.

Nothing has been added to or taken from it since com-
pleted.

Can not add to the wisdom of God.

Men may differ as to what it MEANS, but it remains
the Word of God.



III. MAN NEEDS THE BIBLE

1. It is the best light for the PAST.

2. It is the biggest light for the PRESENT.

3. It is the brightest light for the FUTURE.

4. It teaches man his origin, mission, and destiny.

1V. HOW THE BIBLE HAS BLESSED MAN

1. It has taught him of God.
2. It has taught him of Christ and the Holy Spirit.
3. Furnished man completely unto every good work.

V. SCOPE OF THE BIBLE

1. Gives eternal thoughts of God.
2. Gives vision of the one sweeping movement of God.

w
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ALL-SUFFICIENCY OF THE BIBLE
I Tim. 3:16, 17
INTRODUCTION

God is all-wise, hence he knows all man’s needs. He is all-power-
ful, hence he can supply man’s needs. He is infinitely good,
hence he will supply all of man’s needs.

I. BIBLE WAS NOT GIVEN ALL AT ONE TIME
1. Sixteen hundred years from Genesis 1:1 to Revelation
22:21.
2. God spoke at different times. (Heb. 1:1.) Yet it all
harmonizes.
3. Inspiration does not make a truth truer, but guided
the writer in writing only the truth.

II. ONLY FOUR NEEDS OF MAN
(These are all amply supplied)
1. Need of teaching.

(a) No animal so ignorant at birth as man.
(b) With all classes of all ages there is a universal
human need for knowledge. (Jer. 10:23.)



(c) The word of God supplies this. A thorough
knowledge of God implies all the education one
needs.

2. Need of reproof.

(2) Human'intentional wrong-doing and human un-
intentional wrong-doing.

(b) Every intentional wrong should be reproved.
(I Tim. 5:20; Titus 1:18.)

(c) The Bible teaches just how, when and in what
spirit to reprove.

(d) When the reproof is given as God directs and
received as he directs, it always corrects the
wrong.

3. Need of correction.

(a) Unintentional wrongs should be corrected.

(b) The Bible is profitable for correction. (II Tim.
3:16.)

(c) It must be done in the spirit of meekness. (Gal.
6:1.

(d) Thz:re is a difference between reproving a wrong
and correcting one.

4. Need of instruction in righteousness.
(a) Instruction—to build up from within.
(b) Man must be built up in the things of God.

CONCLUSION

Grand purpose of it all:

1. That the man of God may be complete.
2. Completely furnished for every good work.
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VALUE OF THE BIBLE
INTRODUCTION

Emphasts has been placed on the Bible as a store house of
knowledge, a guide to Christian living, and doctrine to be be-
lieved. It has other values not usually recognized.

I. RICH IN SPIRITUAL NOURISHMENT

1. This put in the figure of “milk.” (I Pet. 2:2.)
2. Under “solid food.” (Heb. 5:12-14.)

3. Under “living water.” (John 4:10; 7:37-39.)
4. Under “bread of life.” (John 6:51.)

5. Bible the only source for this nourishment.

II. IT HAS A MESSAGE FOR ALL OUR MOODS
If discouraged, a message of courage.

If weak, it supplies strength.

If joyful, it supplements our joy.

1f sorrowful, it brings comfort.

If in despair, it gives hope.

If dying, it gives life.

III. 1T SUPPLIES ALL NEEDS

1. Man a religious being; it teaches him how to worship.

2. Man a sinful being; it teaches him how to get for-
giveness.

3. Man a suffering being; it teaches him of a great Phy-
sician.

4. Man an intelligent being it instructs him in the
ways of righteousness. (II Tim. 3:16, 17.)
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JESUS CLOSED THE BOOK'’
Luke 4:20
INTRODUCTION

Some phrases or words of Jesus grip us; this one does.

I. THE CONTEXT (Luke 4:20)

1. Soon after temptation.

Returned to Nazareth.

Entered synagogue and read. (Isa. 61:1ff.)
Then “he closed the book.”

Did not have to reread to understand.

II. JESUS FULFILLED PROPHECY
1. Isaiah left it incomplete.
2. Christ fulfilled it—"“He closed the book.”
3. Old Testament prophecy fulfilled.
4. Jesus “closed the book” of the Old Testament.

1II. COMPLETED OLD TESTAMENT
1. Books of Old Testament incomplete.
2. “Continued” could be written at end of each book.
3. Like installments of a story.
4, Jesus “closed the book” of Old Testament.

1IV. NEW TESTAMENT COMPLETED
1. God gradually revealed in Old Testament.
2. Christ the last revelation. (Heb. 1:1.)
3. Christ God’s final word to man.
4. Christ “closed the book” of New Testament.

V. THE FUTURE

Kingdom to be delivered up. (I Cor. 15:24.)
Many chapters in world’s history.

Christ will write “finis” at close.

Each of us has story of life.

Jesus will “close the book.” (Rev. 14:13.)

Christ the finality—"he closes the book.” (Rev. 2:8.)
He shutteth, none openeth. (Rev. 3:7.)

e 00 1Y
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BORN OF WATER AND THE SPIRIT
John 3:3, 5
INTRODUCTION

Entrance into the church requives such a change that it is called
“a birth”; it is conversion.
1. KINGDOM OF GOD

1. It is the church.

2. A spiritual kingdom
(a) Has a spiritual King.
(b) Has spiritual laws.
(c) Has spiritual territory.
(d) Has spiritual forces.
(e) Has spiritual subjects.

II. “BORN AGAIN”
1. Synomyms.
(a) Conversion. (Matt. 18:3.)
(b) Obedience to gospel.
(c) Translation. (Col. 1:13.)
(d) Obedience to the faith. (Acts 6:7.)
2. “Born anew.” “born of water and Spirit.”
3. Some theories.
(a) Born of water mean natural birth; this makes
two births.
(b) Born of water means baptism and born of
Spirit when raised from the dead.
(c) Direct operation of Holy Spirit.

IIT. WHAT IS A BIRTH?
1. Two necessary actions.
(a) Begettal.
(b) Delivery.
2. Begetting process similar to natural.
3. God begets through the Holy Spirit.
(a) Word, the seed. (Luke 8:11; I Cor. 4:15; James
1:18; I Pet. 1:23.)
(b) When begotten? When one believes. (John
1:11, 12; 1 John 5:1))
() Spirit giveth life. (Johu 6:63, 64; Il Cor. 3:6)



4. The deliverance in baptism.
(a) Life not imparted by deliverance.
(b) Birth passes the pre-existent life into a new and
favorable state for growth and development.

IV. EXAMPLE OF THIS BIRTH
1. One could not be born of Spirit until Spirit came.

2. Spirit came on Pentecost.
3. Pentecostians, heard, believed, repented, and were bap-

tized.
4. They were saved; hence born again.

W
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BURDEN BEARING
Ps. 55:22; | Pet. 5:7; Gal. 6:1-5
INTRODUCTION

The value of burdens should be known; God has given some
burdens; Why? If they come from God, they are good.
(James 1:17.)

I. HOW BURDENS HELP US

1. They develop the best in us.
2. Life is made strong and useful by them.
8. Ilustration: savages wading swift stream with big rock

on their heads.
4. Young married people are developed by the burden of

training children.

II. THREE KINDS OF BURDENS
1. Burdens we must bear alone. (Gal. 6:5.)
(a) To choose between right and wrong.
(b) Consequences of sin.
(c) Burden of death.
(d) Burden of eternal judgment.



2. Burdens of others. (Gal. 6:2.)

(a) God expects us to do this. (Rom. 15:1.)

(b) Strengthen each other by prayer.

(c) Cooperate with each other in work of church.

(d) Sympathize with suffering.

(e) Comfort the bereaved.

(f) Make people glad you are living and they will
be sorry when you are dead.

3. Burdens to cast on the Lord. (I Pet. 5:7; Ps. 55:22.)

(a) Become acquainted with the Lord.

(b) If we bear other’s burdens, the Lord will bear
ours,

(c) “Take it to the Lord in prayer.”

(d) He only can bear these burdens.

(e) It is the sweetest thing of life to cast our bur-
dens on the Lord.

(f) We should imitate the camel; kneel down at
night to have burdens removed.

w
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CAN GOOD PEOPLE BE SAVED OUT

OF THE CHURCH
Acts 10:1-8; 11-4
INTRODUCTION

An important question; the Bible must answer it; we should

take the Bible answer.

1. MEANING OF THE QUESTION

1.

One says “good people can be saved any where.” How
do we know? Has God said so? Will we not have to
find it in the Bible. Since it is God that saves?

Others say, “Oh yes, church does not save one, hence it
does not matter which church you ‘join.””

Will he save one out of a denomination? Not the
question, but out of THE CHURCH. Will he save
one IN a denomination?



How good must one be? Whose standard of goodness
—God’s or man's? Is God’s IN or OUT of the church?
Preach one to perdition; no.
If saved out of the church, why have the church?
Christ paid too much for it.

1I. ARGUMENT: WHAT IS THE CHURCH?

1.
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If saved out of the church, saved out of what the
church is.
It is God’s called out.
It is kingdom of God. (John 3:5.)
It is house of God. (I Tim. 3:15.)
It is family of God.
It is body of Christ. (Col. 1:18, 24.)
It is God’s building. (I Cor. 3:9.)
(a) We are living stones. (I Pet. 2:5.)

III. ANOTHER ARGUMENT

1.

Sk 0o

7.

If saved out of it, saved out of and without that which
is in the church.

Has God made no distinction between church and
world, putting same things in both?

All spiritual blessings in Christ. (Eph. 1:3.)
Redemption and forgiveness. (Eph. 1:6.)

Blood of Christ in his body, the church.

All Christians in the church—same process that makes
Christians puts them in the church.

Salvation not in devil’s territory.

IV. CORNELIUS AND SAUL

1.

Cornelius, a good man: devout; feared God; gave much
alms; prayed to God always; had seen and talked with
an angel; he was unsaved. (Acts 11:14.)

Saul of Tarsus; chief of sinners. (I Tim. 1:15.)

CONCLUSION

These two extremes had to come into the church and all who

come between these must do the same.
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THE IMAGE OF CHRIST
Rom. 8:29; Il Cor. 3:18
INTRODUCTION

Image means likeness; Christ the revealer of God.

1. CHRIST THE IMAGE OF GOD
The image of his substance. (Heb. 1:3.)
The image of God. (2 Cor. 4:4.)
The image of God (invisible). (Col. 1:15.)
He is the photograph of God.
“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” (John
14:9.)
6. “We would sec Jesus.” (John 12:21.)
II. CHRISTIANS TO BECOME LIKE CHRIST
1. We are to be like him. (John 3:2.)
2. This our destiny and glory. (Rom. 8:29.)
3. This is to become like God.
4. “Partakers of divine nature.” (2 Pet. 1:4.)
III. PROCESS OF TRANSFORMATION

S o 29 1O et

1. “Trans,” means “‘over,” “across”’; “forma” means
“to make,” “to form.”

2. Metamorphose means to change the form.

3. To transfigure. (Matt. 17:2; Mark 9:2.)

4. Transformed into Christ’s image. (II Cor. 3:18.)

5. How transformed. (Rom. 12:2.)
1V. PROCESS OF CONFORMATION
1. “Cum,” “con,” means “with, together”; “forma” means

“form,” ““make.”
2. To make like in form; to harmonize.
3. We are to conform to his image. (Rom. 8:29.)
4. An inward conformity.

V. THE TASK OF A CHRISTIAN

1. To become like Christ.

2. Process of transformation, removed further from the
world; then the process of conforming should be going
on at the same time,

3. Each new trait seen in Jesus is a new obligation in-
curred.
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THE MISUNDERSTOOD CHRIST
Luke 24:22
INTRODUCTION

One great need—correct understanding of Christ; his divinity,
his mission, his teachings—all should be understood.

1. ONLY THREE POSSIBLE ASSIGNMENTS
1. A base imposter.
2. Son of God.
3. Somewhere between these extremes:

(a) This impossible because of his claims.

(b) Claimed to come from God and return to him.
(¢) Existed before Abraham. (John 8:58.)

(d) Had power to forgive sins.

1I. WHO MISUNDERSTOOD HIM

The Devil—at temptation.

Jewish leaders.

Common people.

Perhaps John the Baptist. (Matt. 11:1-6.)
His disciples.

I1II. HOW MISUNDERSTOOD

His mission to earth.

His miracles.

Relation to Jews and Gentiles.
His teachings.

His silence.

His church.

His second coming.
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CONCLUSION

A prayerful study of his life and character will clear up the mis-

understanding. God wants men to understand Christ. Christ’s

message was TWO-FOLD—HIMSELF and HIS KINGDOM;
cannot accept the one without the other.
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CHRIST, THE PRINCE OF PEACE
Isaiah 9:6
INTRODUCTION

Jesus presented to us under many names and figures of speech;
good shepherd, the way, the truth, the life, and the light,
the resurrection, the Savior, the Prince of Peace.

I. THREEFOLD PEACE
1. Peace of conscience, or with self.
2. Peace with man, one’s fellows.
3. Peace with God, reconciliation.

1I. “PEACE OF GOD”

God, a God of Peace. (Phil. 4:9.)

Christ, the Prince of Peace. (Isa. 9:6.)

Peace, the fruit of the Holy Spirit. (Gal. 5:22.)

The gospel of peace. (Acts 10:56.)

The kingdom of peace. (Rom. 14:17.)

Angels sang “Peace.” (Luke 2:14.)

All books of New Testament except I John speak of
this peace.

III. THE DISTURBER OF THIS PEACE—SIN
1. It first disturbed peaceful Eden. (Gen. 3; Rom. 5:12.)
2. The worship of Cain and Abel. (Gen. 4.)
3. It disturbs every relationship of life.
4. It disturbs the threefold peace.
5. No peace for the wicked. (Isa. 44:22; 57:21.)

1IV. HOW TO ENJOY THE PEACE OF GOD

1. It is in Christ, the Prince of Peace.
2. God in Christ, reconciling man to God. (II Cor. 5:19.)
3. Submission to the laws of peace.

el ol ol ol
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VARIOUS ESTIMATES OF CHRIST
Matt. 16:13-20
INTRODUCTION

No character of all history has had such questions asked about

him. What one believes about Christ determines one’s attitude

toward God, Christ, Holy Spirit, church and Bible; it determines

one’s eternal destiny. Everyone has placed some estimate on
Christ. Is it the correct one?

I. ESTIMATE OF THE JEWS
1. Some say, “John the Baptist.” (Matt. 14:2.)
(a) Herod started this report.
(b) Many superstitious at that time,
2. Somc say “Elijah.”
(a) Who was Elijah? (I Kings. 17:1-7.)
(b) Ahab desired Naboth’s vineyard. (I Kings
21:1-10.)
(¢) Elijah taken to heaven. (II Kings 2:1-12))
3. Some say Jeremiah.
(a) Jeremiah the weeping prophet.
(b) Jesus wept.
4. Some say “one of the prophets.”
(a) Must put some estimate.
(b) Why not the correct one?
5. Some said, “a blasphemer.”

II. THE ESTIMATE OF THE WORLD
1. Some say “an impostor.”
2. Some, ONLY a good man.

I1I. ESTIMATE OF CHRISTIANS

. 1. The Son of God.
2. Savior of the world—MY Savior.
3. The Great High Priest.
4. My constant companion.

CONCLUSION

Christ always blesses those who put the correct estimate on him
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THE GLORIOUS CHURCH
Eph. 5:27
INTRODUCTION

None but the New Testament church entitled to this name and
only as it continues faithful to God

L. IT HAS A GLORIOUS HEAD—-CHRIST (Col. 1:18)
1. Christ said, “I will build MY church.” It is his.
2. The head remains the same and the BODY, the
church, must be the same as in New Testament times.
(a) Head and body must be in HARMONY.
(b) This implies unity with all members.
3. Christ has not surrendered his authority to man.
(a) He would then cease to be the head.
(b) His authority ONLY is to be recognized.
4. He is head over all things to the church. (Eph. 1:22.)

1I. IT HAS GLORIOUS NAMES

1. The head had AUTHORITY to name it.

2. It is called: church of God, body of Christ, kingdom
of heaven, house of God, churches of Christ. (I Tim.
3:5; Eph. 1:23; 4:12; I Cor. 3:15; Rom. 16:16.)

(@) These all show divine ORIGIN, RELATION-
SHIP and divine WISDOM.

(b) These all add GLORY to the head as the head
adds glory to the body.

3. Denominational names are blots on the fair name of
Christ.

(a) They give honor to human agencies and men.
(b) They perpetuate organic division. (I Cor. 1:12,
13.

(¢) Without distinctive names there could be no
distinctive organization.

(d) Modern denominationalism would be impassible
without the modern names.

HI. IT HAS A GLORIOUS WORK

1. It expresses God’s great PLAN and PURPOSE for the
redemption of man.



(a) The manifold wisdom of God is made known
through the church. (Eph. 3:10.)

(b) Its mission is God—ordained and spirit-guided.

2. Everything that its members do, that they should do,
gives glory to God. (I Cor. 10:31.)

(a) Glorify God in our bodies. (I Cor. 6:29.)

(b) Glorify God in speaking. (I Pet. 4:11.)
3. United, sympathetic work is demanded by the head.

(a) Division is disastrous for good results.

(b) Five things hinder the work now:
Denominational NAMES
Denominational CREEDS
Denominational AUTHORITIES
Denominational ORDINANCES
Denominational TESTS OF FELLOW-
SHIP.
4. All our glory must be in the church. (Eph. 3:21.)

IV. IT HAS A GLORIOUS DESTINY
1. Itis finally taken as the Bride of the Lamb. (Rev. 21:9.)
2. To be presented as a pure virgin to Christ. (2 Cor.
11:2.)
3. The kingdom to be delivered to God. (1 Cor. 15:24.)
4. Gathered with the spirits of the just. (Heb. 12:22-23.)
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CONCLUSION
All other churches shall be destroyed. (Matt. 15:13.)
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HOW THE CHURCH IS MISREPRESENTED

Matt, 5:11; Acts 28:22
INTRODUCTION

Effects of evil reports; how sinful to circulate them! No honest
man will continue to circulate a false report after it has been

corrected.

1. MISREPRESENTATIONS

1.

b

That Alexander Campbell founded “our” church.
That we are narrow-minded—selfish.

That we monopolize the name “Christian.”

Don’t believe in “heartfelt religion.”

Don’t believe in “change of heart.”

Don’t believe in work of Holy Spirit in conversion.
That we believe in water salvation.

1I. THE TRUTH

1.
2.

R e

He founded no church—I belong to the church of God.
Creeds and denominations are narrow—we have no
creed but the Bible.

We want everyone to wear the name Christian only and
to be worthy of it.

What is the heart? Religion affects the whole man.
How changed? (Acts 15:9; I Pet. 1:22; Jas. 4:8.)

No conversion without the Holy Spirit. (John 15:8.)
Bible teaches. (Mark 16:16; John 3:5; Acts 2:38; 22:
16; I Pet. 3:21:)

II. THE HEART, WHAT IS IT?

ol o

It thinks. (Matt. 9:4))
Understands. (Matt. 13:15.)

It believes. (Rom. 10:10.)
Loves with it. (Matt. 22:37.)
Obey from heart. (Rom. 6:17.)
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IDENTITY OF THE CHURCH
INTRODUCTION

There are hundreds of different churches all claiming to be
churches of Christ. Are they? Can they be? Can we determine

which one he established?

1. A KNOWN FACT
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Jesus established a church. (Matt. 16:18.)

He established only one. (I Cor. 12:20; Col. 1:18.)
Is this one still in existence?

Did it cease or go down in signal defeat?

Either it went down or it still exists.

If it is still in existence, which one is it?

II. HOW WE MAY KNOW IT
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If we do not know it, can we tell when we find it?
The church Jesus established had a certain foundation.
Established at a certain time—Pentecost.

Established at a certain place—Jerusalem.
Established by a certain person—Jesus.

Terms of admission were faith, repentance, baptism.
Its members lived a certain type of life.

They were known by certain names.

Any church established at any other time, place, or on
another foundation cannot be the church of Christ.

III. WHICH IS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST?
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The one that has Jesus as its head.
He is not the head of any other.
The one that wears his name.

One that fills his mission.

One that is filled with his Spirit.
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““1 WILL BUILD MY CHURCH"
Mait. 16:18
INTRODUCTION

Is this a promise? A declaration? Some claim it is a promise to
Peter; others an expression of determination.

I. CHURCH IN THE FUTURE
1. “Will build.”
2. “Oikodomeo,” “Oikodomeso” is future.
3. The kingdom had not yet come.
4. The king had not been crowned.
5. Hence the church had not been established.
1. RELATION OF PETER TO THE CHURCH
1. Peter not the foundation.
2. “Petros,” Peter, masculine gender.
3. “Petra,” rock, feminine gender.
4. Neither was Peter the first stone in the spiritual temple.
III. RELATION OF CHRIST TO THE CHURCH
1. He is its foundation. (I Cor. 3:11; 10:4.)
2. “Ecclesia,” first time used by Christ.
3. Second time. (Matt. 18:17.)
4. Synonyms for “ecclesia”—"little flock,” “disciples,”
“kingdom.”
5. “Church” found in framework of teachings of Jesus.
6. Christ the head. (Eph. 5:23.)
“KEYS OF THE KINGDOM”
1. “Klews,” key, “authority, power.”
2. Peter to use them first.
3. He announced terms of entrance into the kingdom.
(2) First to the Jews on Pentecost. (Acts 2.)
(b) To the Gentiles, house of Cornelius. (Acts 10.)
4. Does power to admit include power to exclude?
V. CHURCH A NEW CREATION
1. Requires faith in Christ. (Mark 16:15, 16.)
2. Repentance or reformed life. (Luke 24:46; Acts 2:38.)
3. Baptized into his death. (Rom. 6:3, 4.)
4. A new creature in Christ. (II Cor. 5:17.)
5 Jew and Gentile created one new man (Eph. 2:15.)
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MARKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH
Matt. 16:18

INTRODUCTION

All should know the New Testament church; it may be known
only from a study of the New Testament. There are certain
marks which belong to it; these should be known by all members
so that they may help keep it true to the New Testament pattern.

1. MARKS OF THE CHURCH AS A WHOLE
1. Undenominational.
(a) It existed several hundred years before any de-
nomination was formed.
(b) Paul and Peter were members only of the
“body of Christ.”
2. Its government.

(a) Each congregation was self-governed.

(b) Christ the Head of the church.

() Elders took the spiritual oversight.

(d) Deacons ministered to the needy.

3. Its missionary activities.

(a) Each church was established by missionary zcal
of some other church.

(b) They carried the gospel to the ends of the in-
habited earth of their day. (Rom. 10:18; Col.
1:23.)

1I. MARKS OF ITS MEMBERS
1. All were converted to Christ.

(a) All believed on him as the Son of God.
(b) All turned from their sins.
(c) All were baptized into Christ. (Rom. 6:3; Gal.
3:27.)
2. All worshipped God regularly.
(a) Met on the first day of the week to break
bread. (Acts 20:7.)

(b) Continued in prayer, praise and edification.
(Acts 2:42))



3. All were united in love.

(a) All were of one heart and soul. (Acts 4:32))

(b) Fellowship not broken by difference of opinions.
4. All maintained a standard of purity.

(2) The impenitent were withdrawn from. (11

Thess. 3:6.) Rom 25517,
(b) Jesus the standard and source of purity.
(¢) All looked forward to his second coming.
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CHURCH IN THE MIND OF CHRIST
INTRODUCTION

Christianity implies church as “citizen” implies state. No king-
dom without a king; no Christian without a church.

I. ETERNAL PURPOSE OF GOD

1. Church in eternal purpose of God. (Eph. 3:10, 11.)
2. Christ fulfilled that purpose.
3. A new community in mind of Christ.

11. “ECCLESIA” THE NEW ISRAEL
1. Jewish kingdom, the people of God.
2. Universal mission of Israel.
$. Israel to be saved through the remnant. (Isa. 37:32.)
4. His disciples the nucleus. (Luke 22:28-30.)

1II. WORK OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

A new kind of baptism.

2. Old Israel to be rejected. (Matt. 3:9; Luke 3:8.)
3. New Israel to be new way of life.
4
5

—

. John gathered disciples.
. Jesus’ first disciples from John’s.

1V. “THE LITTLE FLOCK”

1. “The little flock” to receive the kingdom. (Luke 12:32;
22:29,80.)

2. “The little flock” not composed of all Israel. (Micah
4:4-7.)



3. The remnant to return to God. (Isa. 37:32.)
4. “The little flock” the saved remnant.
The apostles become the nucleus of it.

V. CHRIST'S USE OF TERM “CHURCH”

1. Very few uses of the word.
2. Only two instances:
(a) Matt. 16:18.
(b) Matt. 18:17.
3. Matthew uses “kingdom’ more than all others.

4. He alone records the use of the word “church.”
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MISSION OF THE CHURCH
INTRODUCTION

Everything has a purpose—a mission. “Nothing walks with aim-
less feet.” Hence, the church has a mission, and all of its work
is missionary work; it should do no other kind of woik. It is
a missionary church. The church of God is in nature, spirit
and position, necessarily and essentially a missionary institution.

I. FALSE CONCEPTION CORRECTED
1. Not knowing “what the church is” can not know its
mission.
2. A thing is defined by giving its purpose—mission.
3. Negative—what is not its mission:
(a) It is not its mission to give its members social
prestige—The first Circle of Society.
(b) Not to give them financial standing.
(¢) Not to furnish ENTERTAINMENT.
(1) For its members.
(2) For the world with operatic music or
delicate festivals.

(d) Not to raise money for defraying expenses of
human institutions.



(e) Not to build fine houses, gorgeous temples or
imposing cathedrals.

() Not an agency for the government to spread
its propaganda for war or anything else.
4. A fundamental law of human nature is that we grasp
more easily the negative than the positive.

II. WHAT IS ITS MISSION?

1. Church is pillar and ground of truth. (I Tim. 3:15;
Phil. 2:16.)
(2) No other institution is.
(b) Church is in harmony with ALL truth—scien-
tific, philosophical, moral and-spiritual.
(c) All truth harmonizes.
2. It is the only God-ordained support of the TRUTH
of salvation.
3. Church is identified with Christ—It is his spiritual body.
(Col. 1:18, 24; Eph. 1:23.)
(2) So identified that one cannot come to Christ
without coming into the church.
4. Their mission identical also.
(a) Christ’s mission to seek and save the lost. (Luke
19:10; Rom. 5:8; I Tim. 1:15.)
(b) He was never idle. (John 4:34; 5:17; 9:4; 17:4.)

II1. THE MISSION OF CHRISTIANS

1. The church is composed of members.

(a) Its mission becomes the mission of its members
—each Christian to seek and save.

2. Christians are the LIGHT of the world and SALT of
the earth. (Matt. 5:13, 14.)

8. The church with its principles, its spirit, its precepts
and its spiritual life is God’s highest conception of
human society.

4. The highest stage of civilization is for people to be
brought to Christ’s conception of God and man, sin
and righteousness, time and eternity in the church.

5. Put every Christian to work at soul-saving and the mis-
sion of the church will be fulfilled.
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MISSIONARY WORK IN THE CHURCH
I Thess. 1:1-8
INTRODUCTION

Christ was a “missionary”; his disciples must be. Every Christian
true to Christ is a “missionary.” All who have learned Christ
are under obligation to leach him to others.

1. GOD’S PLAN

1. Jerusalem, all Judea, Samaria, and uttermost part of
of the earth. (Acts 1:8.)

2. Gospel had been carried to the whole world before
the death of Paul. (Rom. 10:18; Col. 1:6, 23.)

3. How the gospel like a blaze of glory reached all parts
of the earth THEN but does not NOW.

4. Inspiration not the cause, for it continued through
the century AFTER inspiration ceased.

5. Within three centuries conquered Roman Empire.

11. HOW 1T WAS WORKED
1. Through WHAT organization did they work?
2. The kind used THEN was God-appointed.
3. Example of Jerusalem Church.
(a) Sent Barnabas to Antioch. (Acts 11:22.)
(b) Church “sent” Barnabas.
4. Church at Antioch.
(a) Now sent Barnabas and Saul. (Acts 13:1.)
(b) First journey: Seleucia, Cyprus, Salamis, Pap-
hos, Perga, Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derby.
() Second tour: Paul and Silas visit churches estab-
lished on first tour and go to Philippi, estab-
lished a church there.
5. Church at Philippi.
(a) This church sustains Paul at Thessalonica.
(Phil. 4:15, 16.)
6. Church at Thessalonica.
(a) This church sent gospel to Macedonia, Achaia,
and all around. (I Thess. 1:8.)
(b) What a chain! Suppose all others did as Paul
and Silas; how fast churches would increase!



IIl. THE REPORTS
1. Made direct to the church. (Acts 14:27.)
2. Each church God’s fully equipped organization for
preaching the gospel.
3. In New Testament no two churches operated under
ONE head.
4. Churches may cooperate but each acts independently.
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ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH
INTRODUCTION

Nothing said in the New Testament about “organizing” a church.
Its organization developed with its work.

1. THE APOSTLES

These were the first in the church. (I Cor. 12:28.)
James, Peter, John called “pillars.” (Gal. 2:9.)

Paul mentions the twelve only once. (I Cor. 15:5.)
The twelve may be referred to in Gal. 1:17.

Their approval of conversion of Samaritans and Gen-
tiles.

II. AUTHORITY OF APOSTLES
1. Peter not a “pope”; if anyone, James.
2. James a leader at Jerusalem. (Acts 12:17.)
3. All given authority to preach.

411. THE ELDERS

1. Their names—overseer (Episkopoi); bishops (Phil. 1:
1.); Presbyters (Presbuteros); Shepherds (Poimenes);
pastors (Eph. 4:11.); rulers.
A plurality in each church. (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5.)
First mentioned in Acts 11:29, 30.
They appear side by side with apostles. (Acts 15:2, 4,
6, 22, 23; 16:4; 21:18)
5. Appointed in every church. (Acts 14:23.)
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6. How selected.
(a) May have been selected by the apostles.
(b) May have been selected by the church.
(¢) Holy Spirit guided.
7. May be a distinction between ‘the younger men”
and “elders” in Acts 5:6.
8. Apostles had wider mission than elders.
9. Elders remained in the congregation.

IV. THE DEACONS

1. From “diakonos,” to serve.
2. May have served in preaching. (Acts 6: 2, 4.)
3. The seven soon found preaching.
4. “Over this business.”
(a) “Chireia” may mean “office.”
(b) May mean “matter in hand,” “business.”
(¢) New Testament means ‘“need.”
(d) Do not know what the “business” or “need” was.
(e) Was this appointment permanent or temporary?

V. EVANGELISTS
1. Ministry of the word the supreme work of church.
(I Tim. 3:15.)

2. The evangelist a teacher, worker, etc. (I Cor. 12:28.)

3. Evangelist one who brought first news.
(a) Word used only three times in New Testament.

(Acts 21:8; Eph. 4:11; II Tim. 4:5.)

(b) Evangelist traveled.
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WEAKNESS OF THE CHURCH
Il Cor. 4:7
INTRODUCTION

There are many ways to look at the church. It has its strength
and its weakness. A divine-human book—the Bible; the divine-
human institution—the church.

1. DIVINE ELEMENT OF THE CHURCH

God planned it—its organization perfect.

Christ purchased it with his blood. (Acts 20:28.)
He is the head. (Eph. 5:23.)

It is the temple of the Holy Spirit. (I Cor. 3:16.)
Its strength in its divine element.

No one should molest o¥ change it.

1I. THE HUMAN ELEMENT OF CHURCH

1. Not composed of angels.
2. Members are frail human beings—unskillful operation
of a machine is no reflection on the inventor.
3. The divine ORGANIZATION controlled by man.
(@) Some places by ONE man. (III John 9, 10.)
(b) Some places by a clique or party.
(c) Party politics disturb its peace.
(d) Some churches are filled with partisans, cliques,
quarrels, critics, and self righteous snobs.
4. Its work left in the hands of man.
(a) Divine head will not do this work.
(b) He will not send angels to do it.
(c) If done, we must do it.
(d) We fall down on the job.
(¢) No firm would keep such on payroll.
(f) No business can succeed by the standard set by
the average church member.

o G eo o

(&3

The worship of church now with man.
(a) Angels have sung the praises of God. (Luke
2:183, 14.)
(b) They have sung praises of Christ. (Rev. 5:11, 12.)
(c) But members must praise him now.
(d) Many fail to do this.



6. MAN must PREACH his gospel.
MAN must TEACH the members.

8. Man emrs in ALL these—hence the weakness of the
church. (Mark 14:38.)
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CHURCH OF THE WORLD

INTRODUCTION

Church in the world; not a part of the world; its members have
to do with the world; difficult to keep world out of the church.

I. WORLDLY LEADERSHIP
1. A sad picture.
2. Some leaders selected because of money.
3. Some because of social standing.
4. Some because of political standing.
5. Hence the church is worldly.

II. WORLDLY RECREATION
1. Worldly standards followed.
2. No joy in church work,
3. Many do not know their duties.
4. Worldly associates.

II1. IDLE CHURCH MEMBERS

Only a small percent do any work.
Many do nothing.

Leaders do not guide them.

No vision of the Lord’s work.

Not interested in church work.

IV. LACK OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Do not read the Bible

Do not pray.

Do not take spiritual exercise.
Not interested in a devotional life.
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V. IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE

Industrial life prevents some attending.
Not willing to deny themselves.

Do not attend Bible class.

Do not attend prayer-meeting service.

Rather visit some place of amusement.
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WHO IS A CHRISTIAN?
Rom. 6:1-11; Gal. 3:27
INTRODUCTION

Confusion of ancient Babel is still modern history; “Christian”
belongs to an individual, not nations; no “Christian” nations.

(Acts 11:26; 26:28; I Pet. 4:16) Omnly 3 temes
wor Aasstian

I. WHO ARE NOT CHRISTIANS wsed.
1. Not all “good people.”
(2) Morality an obligation of a Christian but does
not make one a Christian.
(b) Nicodemus, a good man, but had to be “born
again.” (John 3:5.)
(c) Cornelius, a good man, had to hear “words” to
be saved. (Acts 11:14))
2. Not just religious persons.
(2) Some heathens are religious. (Acts 17:22.)
(b) Different kinds of religion. (James 1:26.)
3. Not Old Testament Characters.
(2) Abraham not a Christian.
(b) Moses not a Christian.
4. Not all church members.
(a) “Joining” a church does not make one a Chris-
tian.
(b) Living “in a church” does not make one a
Christian.



II. A CHRISTIAN
I. A new creature in Christ.
(a) Omne “born anew.” (john 3:3.)
(b) Living the new life. (Col. 3:1-9.)
2. A Christian is a ““dead man.”
(a) Crucified with Christ. (Gal. 2:20.)
(b) Baptized into his death. (Rom. 6:3.)
(c) Dicd to live a new life. (Rom. 6:4.)
3. A Christian is a “living man.”
(a) Dead to sin, but alive to God.
(b) Buried and raised in Christ. (Col. 2:12.)
4. A citizen of the kingdom. (Col. 1:13.)
(a) Has the responsibility of a citizen.
(b) “A taxpayer” in the kingdom.
5. A member of the body of Christ. (I Cor. 12:20.)
(a) Members of one another. (Rom. 12:5.)
(b) Has no denominational allegiance or loyalty.
6. A Christian abides in Christ.
(2) He belongs to Christ. (Rom. 14:8; I Cor. 6:19.)
(b) He must ‘“stay at home.”
7. A Christian is a “branch.” (John 15:5.)
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A DEFENSE OF CHRISTIANITY
Phil. 1:17
INTRODUCTION

It means a defense of the hope and happiness of the human
family. What would be the result if the Christian religion should
be taken away?

1. WHO MADE THE BIBLE
1. Man did not; if so he would understand it.
2. No one would have forged such books—write their
own condemnation.
3. No one could have forged such a book—highest code
of morals.



4. If Bible forged, early Christians would not have ac-
cepted it.

5. No one would knowingly die for a lie; twelve apostles
and others did die for Christianity.

6. They could not have been deceived, hence Christianity
true.

II. MAN A RELIGIOUS BEING
1. From the lowest to highest type.
2. The fact that God has created man thus is proof that
he would give him a system to worship. The prompt-
ings of the soul.

11I. CHRISTIANITY ELEVATES MAN AND NATIONS
MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE
1. If it is false, then a lie does more good than truth.
2. This is not consistent; it is impossible; Christianity
is true.

IV. MAKE IT AS SURE AS YOU CAN
1. Christian better off in this life.
2. Can not lose anything by being a Christian.
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CHRISTIANS AS EXAMPLES
1 Tim. 4:12
INTRODUCTION

The power of example is great for good or for evil; more power-
ful than teaching; example of Christ felt throughout the ages.
Abel though dead yet speaketh. (Heb. 11:4.)

I. SOME EXAMPLES .

Moses and Joshua. (Josh. 24:31.)

Paul an example. (Acts 20:34, 35; I Cor. 11:1.)
Churches examples. (II Cor. 9:1, 2; I Thess. 1:6-8.)
Influence of these examples great.
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I1. CHRISTIANS EXAMPLES

1. The light of the world. (Matt. 5:14, 16.)

2. World judges Christianity by us. (I Pet. 2:12.)
3. Cannot help being an example.

4. Can choose the kind of example to be.

HI. CHRISTIANS EXAMPLES

“In word.” (I Tim. 4:12.)

“In manner of life.”

“In love”’—love to God and man.

“In faith”—in God and man.

“In purity”—pure in heart. (Matt. 5:8.)

Every noble trait and act an example to someone.
Even mistakes and blunders examples.
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CONCLUSION

Some one has said, “ONE example is worth a THOUSAND
arguments.” Warnings of disobedient Jews an example to
Christians. (I Cor. 10:11, 12.)
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GOD’S CIRCLES

INTRODUCTION
Some have said, “God’s favorite pattern is the ‘circle’.”” Rain
drops; our horizon.
I. PHYSICAL LAW
1. All heavenly bodies have a rotundity, and move in
circles.
2. Seasons make their “rounds.”

3. Vegetables start with a seed and produce seed—sow
and reap.

Our bodies come from the dust and will return to the
dust. (Gen. 2:4; Job 34:15; Eccl. 3:20; 12:7.)
II. A MORAL PRINCIPLE

1. “It will come home to you.” (Gal. 6:7.)
2. Must be a friend to have friends. (Prov. 18:24.)
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ITII. A SPIRITUAL LAW

1. Shall be judged with same judgment. (Matt. 7:1, 2.)

2. Shall receive the same measure that you give to others.
(Matt. 7:2.)

3. “Give and it shall be given unto you.” (Luke 6:38.)

4. Merciful shall receive mercy. (Matt. 5:7.)

CONCLUSION
Body returns to dust, but the spirit to God. (Eccl. 12:7.)
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THE SECOND COMING — A FUNDAMENTAL
FACT

INTRODUCTION

The two extremes on the subject; one, that of indifference, that
of “hobby.” The one ignores it, the other overemphasizes it; the
one looks upon it as incidental, the other as the central doctrine.

I. TERMS USED FOR IT
1. Scriptural.

(a) “Shaill appear a second time.” Heb. 9:28.)

(b) “The coming of our Lord.” (II Thess. 1:7.)

(c) “The day of the Lord.” (II Pet. 3:10.)

(d) “The revelation of Jesus Christ.” (I Pet. 1:13.)
2. Unscriptural.

(a) “The Return.”

(b) “The Second Coming.”

(¢) ‘“The Second Advent.”

(d) “The Millennium.”

II. BIBLE FACTS
1. The one event most often recorded.
(a) More than 300 times; once in every twenty
verses in the New Testament.
(b) Recorded in type, symbol, parable, prophecy.
(c) Probably contained in first promise.



2. Baptism mentioned about 108 times.
3. Lord’s Supper mentioned about twelve times.

I1I. THE TWO ADVENTS COMPARED
1. First advent.

(a) Born as a babe into the world.
(b) Quietly grew into maturity.
(¢) Quietly entered his public work.
(d) Suffered,died, buried, arose.
(e) Clothed with humility.
(f) Seemingly suffered defeat.

2. Second advent.

(a) With a shout. (I Thess. 4:16.)
(b) In the clouds. (I Thess. 4:16.)
(¢) In his glory. (Matt. 25:31.)

(d) With his angels.

(e) Sit on the throne of his glery.
(fy In triumph.

IV. OUR RELATION TO THE TWO ADVENTS
1. We live between the two advents,
2. We look back to one by faith.
3. Look forward to the other by hope—Lord’s Supper.
4. Between these we are to walk worthily.
5

. The second advent is the polar star of the church.
(Eph. 5:27.)

V. ITS PLACE IN THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION.
Connected with the resurrection. (I Thess. 4:16.)
Connected with the Lord’s Supper.

With the judgment. (Matt. 25:31, 82.)

With the rewards of the righteous.

With the condemnation of the wicked.
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IS SECOND COMING "“IMMINENT'?

INTRODUCTION
TIME of his coming—the “when”? All “time-fixing,” “date-set-
ting,” “almanac-making,” “prophetic schedules,” are unscriptural.
Excess of zeal in any cause easily runs into fanaticism.
1. DECLARATION OF JESUS
1. Frequently declared he would come.
2. Told how and why he would come.
3. Holy Spirit emphasized the how and why.
4. Asked when he would come.
11. JESUS DID NOT KNOW THE TIME
1. No man knew then. (Matt. 24:36; Mark 13:32.)
No angel knew THEN.
Christ himself did not know then.
Time silent and profound secret of God.

No evidence it has been revealed since to man, angel
or Christ.

6. Hence, none can say coming is “imminent.”
III. “IMMINENT”—ITS MEANING

1. “Imminent,” liable to occur “at any moment.”
2. Hlustration: “Balancing Rock,” “Sword of Damocles.”
3. Not in Bible—no synonym of it.

IV. “IMMINENCY” NOT TAUGHT IN NEW TESTAMENT

1. New Testament teaches NOW what it taught when it
was written.
2. Did not teach “imminency” then.

LA

(a) Heaven must receive him until certain things.

(Acts 3:21.)
(b) Peter would die before Christ came. (John
21:19.)

(c) Paul could see Rome before his death. (Acts
23:11; II Tim. 4:7.)

(d) Commission (Mark 16:15) required time.
(e) Time required for church to fill its mission.
8. If second coming “imminent” all these were more so.



V. SECOND THESSALONIANS 2:1-9
1. Two things must occur BEFORE Christ comes.

(a) “The- falling away.”

(b) ““The man of sin be revealed.”
These had not occurred when Paul wrote.
Never mind now whether they have since.
New Testament teaches now what it taught then.
Hence it does not teach “imminency.”

RS

CONCLUSION

All we know about second coming of Christ is taught in the Bible;
if it does not teach “imminency,” no one has authority to teach it.

w

38
THE SECOND COMING AND THE KINGDOM
INTRODUCTION

A close connection between these two; the understanding de-
pends on scripture teachings; scripture teaching depends on our
interpretation of it.

I. THE TWO KINDS OF BIBLICAL LLANGUAGE

1. Plain, simple, literal statements.

2. Figurative or symbolic statements.

3. One class claims to take everything literal and accuses
the other of “spiritualizing.”

4. The other accuses the one of “literalizing.”
Who shall determine which application to make?

1I. IS THE KINGDOM HERE NOW?
1. Some say no.
(a) That Christ has not yet received a kingdom.
(b) That he is not on his throne now.
(¢) That he is on his Father’s throne now.
(d) His kingdom will be given to him when he
comes.



2. Others say kingdom is now here.
(a) That it began on Pentecost.
(b) Christ is now reigning. (I Cor. 15:24-28))
() He is now on David’s throne. (Acts 2:29-36.)
(d) His kingdom will continue unchanged until
final judgment.
(e) Will then deliver it back to God.

1II. NATURE OF THE KINGDOM
1. Some kingdom now in existence.
(a) If not Christ’s then God’s.
(b) If not Christ’s, then this must cease or else two
here at same time.
(<) What is the relation of this one to that one?
Their mission?
2. Some say it will be a material kingdom.
(a) That Christ came to earth at first to establish
an earthly one.
(b) That the Jews rejected him, hence the delay of
his kingdom.
$. It is a spiritual kingdom.
(a) It is not of this world. (John 18:36.)
(b) Not an outward but an inward kingdom. (Luke
17:20; 21; Rom. 14:17.)
(c) Christ to rule as Lord in the heart. (I Pet. 3:15.)

IV. CHURCH AND KINGDOM IDENTICAL

1. Admitted that some kingdom now here.
(a) Then that one the same as the church.
(b) Or God has two—church and the kingdom.
2. New Testament declares them to be the same.
(a) Christ. (Matt: 16:18, 19.)
(b) Paul. (Col. 1:13.)
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THE SECOND COMING AND THE MILLENNIUM
INTRODUCTION

“Millennium,” Latin; Greek, “Chiliad,” for one thousand. The
second coming and millennium have been connected down
through the ages; they are not connected in the Bible.

I. REVELATION 20:1-7
1. The only reference to one thousand vears.

(&) A truth may be mentioned only once in New
Testament, but this is very unusual.

(b) No other fundamental truth or fact so treated.

(c) Strange it would be mentioned in that part of
New Testament that is most difficult of under-
standing, and then in symbolical and fgura-
tive terms. Why this?

2. Is this figurative or literal?

(a) The resurrection of the righteous one thousand
years before that of the wicked only expressed
here.

(b) Both in judgment together. (Verses 12, 15.)

(c) Other scriptures: (Matt. 25:46: John 5:28. 29;
I John 2:28, 29.)

3. Reasons for not taking it literal.

(a) If “first resurrection” means with glorified
bodies, then no need to assure them that “sec-
ond death hath no power” on them.

(b) Only two alternatives, have a part in “first resur-
rection” or be under “the power of second
death;” then where shall we class all who are
born and live during the thousand years?

(¢) It makes Christ and all his saints reign over just
the wicked then living a thousand vears, as the
dead wicked are not yet raised.

(d) “The second death” is the separation from
God. (Rev. 20:14, 15)

1. THE JUDGMENT

1. The righteous and wicked will be judged together.
(a) The proof of this is simple and positive.



(b) He will separate the good and wicked. (Matt.
25:31-46.)
(c) Both raised and judged at the same time. ( john
5: 28, 29.)
(d) A day appointed to judge all. (Acts 17:31; Rom.
14:10, 12; II Cor. 5:9-11; I John 4:17.)
2. This judgment to be at his coming.

(a) When he shall be revealed from heaven. (lI
Thess. 1:6-10.)

(b) Bring to light all hidden things. (Rom. 2:16;
I Cor. 4:5.)

(¢ “The day of judgment” at his coming. (II Pet.
3:7, 10, 12; Rev. 20:11-15.)
3. A simultaneous judgment at his coming.

(a) No provision made for any who might live here
during a millennium.

(b) Hence, a universal and simultaneous judgment
of all mankind at the coming of Christ.
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PURPOSE OF CHRIST’'S SECOND COMING
INTRODUCTION

We know why Jesus came the first time. Do the scriptures as

clearly teach the purpose of the second coming. The Bible is the

only source of instruction. Not when but why will he come?
What will he do when he comes?

I. THEORIES ABOUT THE PURPOSE
1. The fundamental difference is not about the “Immin-
ence” but the purpose; not the “When” but the “Why.”
2. No one has a monopoly on “love his appearing.”
3. One theory: to set up a new form of government.
(a) An earthly and fleshly form in Jerusalem.,
(b) To reign in person over it on Davids throne.

(¢) This reign to continue one thousand years.
(d) Then deliver the kingdom to God.



4. Another theory: that he will spiritualize the earth and
heaven will be here.

1I. BIBLE TEACHING ON THE “CHURCH AGE”
1. The church will be complete at his coming.
(a) He will receive all his people. (I Cor. 15:23, 24.)
(by A glorious church then. (Eph. 5:25-27.)
() Glorified in his saints then. (II Thess. 1:10.)
2. All agencies of salvation end then.
(a) His coming will exhaust the object of the scrip-
tures with respect to saints. (Luke 19:13; Phil.
$:20; II Tim. 3:16, 17; 4:8; Jas. 5:7; I Pet. 1:13;
II Pet. 1:19.)
(b) Exhaust them with respect to sinners. (Luke
12:39, 40; 17:26-30; II Thess. 1:7-10; II Pet.
3:10.)
3. “Church ordinances” will cease then.
(a) Baptism. (Matt. 28:18-20.)
(b) The Lord’s supper. (I Cor. 11:26.)
(c) The gospel.
4. Intercession of Christ and Holy Spirit will cease then.
(a) Christ as Mediator stands between the two ad-
vents. (Heb. 7:25.)
(b) Work of the Holy Spirit through Christ. (John
7:38, 89; 14:26; 15:36; 16:7, 14; Acts 2:33; Titus
3:5, 6; Rev. 3:1.)
5. The church will be “made alive” at once.
(a) The dead, by resurrection. (John 6:39, 40; 1
Thess. 4:16.)
(b) The living by transformation. (I Cor. 15:51, 52:
1 Thess. 4:17.)
6. The wicked will be raised THEN.
(a) The wicked and righteous together at his com.
ing. (Dan. 12:2; Matt. 25:31-46; John 5:28, 29.)
(b) The vision of the great white throne. (Rev.
20: 11-15.)
() All will be judged. (Matt. 25:31.)
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MY COMMISSION
Mark 16:15, 16; Matt. 28:19
INTRODUCTION

All preachers labor under some authority—for some end. Some
sent out by human authority and for money, etc. Each is re-
sponsible to the authority that sends him out. I GO under this
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commission and am responsible only to God.

1 DO NOT REPRESENT A “SECT” OR DENOMINA-
TION

1. The church of God is not a “sect” or denomination.
I DO NOT REPRESENT A PARTY IN RELIGION—
THIS IS CONDEMNED (I Cor. 12:25)

1. Now, if taking the name of an inspired man is con-
demned, what about taking and wearing the name of
uninspired man?

I REPRESENT THE “WHOLE OF CHRISTIANITY”
(I Cor. 2:2)

1. Not some of the principles formed into a creed.
BUT SOME WILL SAY, “IS IT NOT RIGHT TO REP-
RESENT SECTS AND CREEDS?”

1. What sect or party did the apostles represent in Mark
16:15? The disciples in Acts 2:47?

. WHAT MOTIVES INDUCED THE APOSTLES TO

PREACH?
1. It was not money.
2. Not popularity or fame. (I Thess. 2:6.)
3. Love for Christ and God.
4. Love for the salvation of souls. (II Cor. 12:14.)

EACH SHOULD HAVE A BURNING DESIRE FOR THE
SOULS OF OTHERS
1. This would put down all selfishness and sects and
creeds.
2. This is the burden of the commission.
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CONTRIBUTIONS

INTRODUCTION

We should be interested in the PRACTICE not a THEORY.
Hard to get people to learn a thing they DO NOT WANT to do.
My reason for preaching this subject. (Phil. 4:17.)

I. GOD HAS ALWAYS REQUIRED A SACRIFICE
1. Cain and Abel. (Gen. 4:3-8; Heb. 11:4.)

2. Noah. (Gen. 8:20.) The first thing Noah did AFTER
the flood.

3. Children of Israel offered at least twenty kinds of
sacrifices.

II. OUR RELATION TO MATERIAL THINGS

I. The earth and the fullness of it, the Lord's. (Ps.
24:1; 1 Cor. 10:26.)

2. We brought nothing here, take nothing away.

3. We are just OVERSURL of what we POSSESS. (Job
1:24; Eecl. 5:14, 15; I Tim. 6:7.)

4. What we give is already God’s. (I Chron. 29:14.)

5. We must give God the best.

III. HOW MUCH SHALL WE GIVE?
1. First give ourselves; the other is easy. (II Cor. 8:5.)
2. Law of Moses required one tenth for priests. (Lev. 27:
30-32; Num. 18:24.)
3. Give LIBERALLY, FREELY, WILLINGLY as PROS-
PERED. (I Cor. 16:2.)
Give as there is need of giving.
May be responsible for not having something to give.
Labor for two purposes.
(a) Support self. (Titus 3:14.)
(b) To give. (Acts 20:35.)
1V. EXAMPLES OF GIVING
1. Jerusalem church gave all. (Acts 4:32-37.)
2. God approved this because there was a need.

8." The churches of Macedonia gave beyond their power.
(11 Cor. 8:3.)
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V. WHEN AND HOW SHOULD WE GIVE?

1.

2.

When.
(2) Regularly. (I Cor. 16:12.)
(b) As occasion demands. (I John 3:17)
How.
(a) Through the church. (Phil. 4:15-17.)
(b) As individuals. (Acts 20:35; Gal. 6:10.)

CONCLUSION

Any person or church seeing a needy person or needed work
must divide what he has regardless of its prosperity to help.

w
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DANGERS WE DO NOT SEE
INTRODUCTION

This implies two classes of dangers—seen and unseen. Sometimes
the “unseen” to some are “seen.”” How youth should heed the

warnings of older people.

I. THE LITTLE THINGS MOST DANGEROUS

1.
2.

So prone to ignore them.
Their effect so deceptive.

II. YOUR OWN CONDUCT

O [gn o D0 KO

Little acts of discourtesy

Slights and slurs with your friends.

Deception, dishonesty and untruthfulness.

Sour, grumbling disposition.

Slovenly doing a task—George Washington’s neat work.
Disobedience.

III. DANGERS IN CONDUCT OF OTHERS

1.
2.

(513

Bad company—evil companions. (I Thess. 5:22.)

“Evil companionships corrupt good morals.” (I Cor.
15:33.)

Use of bad language.

Never say for a friend what is not true and never do
for one what is dishonorable.

Dangers in courtship.



IV. DANGERS IN YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE
1. Make it a part of your religion not to disturb the
worship of others.
2. Do not neglect prayer.

¥
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DEBORAH
Judges 4:4

INTRODUCTION

Two in the Bible—Rebecca’s nurse (Gen. 35:8) ; the prophetess;

name means “a bee,” “a wasp.” This an age of “woman’s

rights”"—we hear of “new woman,” “modern woman”; the uni-

versity woman, congress woman, medical woman, lawyer woman,
etc. “Madam Secretary.”

I. HISTORY OF DEBORAH
1. Lived in the romantic times of the Judges.
2. Those stormy times developed heroes and heroines.
3. A prophetess and judge of Israel.
4. First public woman mentioned in Bible.
5. No man fit to rule Israel.

II. VICTORY OF DEBORAH AND BARAK

1. Canaanites had oppressed Israel twenty years.
2. Deborah ordered Barak to muster army.

3. Must go against Jabin’s army—Sisera captain.
4. Barak would not go without Deborah.

5. Barak victorious.

III. DEBORAH CALLED A MAN TO HELP HER
1. She respected God’s order for men to lead.
2. Called him, not in her own name, but Jehovah’s.
(“Hath not Jehovah commanded.”)
3. Her name not in Heb. 11, but Barak is on the roll.
4. Man did not take honor from woman here.
5. It is the way Holy Spirit teaches us a lesson.



6. Deborah in her public work did not oppose men,
but co-operated with man.

7. “Then sang Deborah and Barak” (Judges 5:1) —re-
joiced together.

IV. HER FAITH IN GOD
1. Not weakened by public service.
2. It grew stronger by her victory
3. She a blessing to her people.
4. “The land had rest forty years.” (Judges 5:31.)

V. DEBORAH’'S PRIVATE LIFE

Her public success not built upon ruins of home-life.
No hint that she neglected husband and children.
“I arose a mother in Israel,” she said. ( Judges 5:7.)
She honored motherhood.

1 100 1O e

CONCLUSION

Let all women who aspire to public service faithfully study De-
borah; let man be on his guard, lest he be sold “into the hands
of a woman.”

ko
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GREAT DECISIONS
Josh. 24:15

INTRODUCTION
A4 decision is a turning point in life; it points the direction that
one intends to go; decisions are cross-road situations; always two
alternatives. Illustration by mathematics—divide. Decisions help
to strengthen character:

1. SOME BIBLE EXAMPLES

Lot’s choice. (Gen. 13:11))

. Jacob’s decision. (Gen. 28:18;32:28.)
Moses’ Choice. (Heb. 11:24.)

. Joshua’s decision. (Josh. 24:15.)
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Ruth’s choice. (Ruth 1:16.)

Orpha’s choice. (Ruth. 1:14.)

Elijah’s test for Israel. (I Kings 18:21))
Decision of progidal son. (Luke 15:18.)

il o

1I. SOME BIBLE INDECISIONS

1. Lot’s wife. (Gen. 19:26; Luke 17:32.)

2. Israel’s lack of decision. (I Kings 18:21.)
3. Rich young ruler. (Luke 18:18-23.)

4. Pilate. (Mark 15:8-15.)

5. Felix. (Acts 24:24-27.)

6. Agrippa. (Acts 26:28, 29.)

III. MAN MUST DECIDE FOR HIMSELF
Man has the power of choice.

God will not decide for one.

Christ will not decide.

Holy Spirit will not decide for one.
Angels will not decide.

Loved ones cannot make the decision.
Only YOU can make the decision.
What is your decision now?
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SEEMING DEFEAT
Luke 9:24
INTRODUCTION

Many apparent defeats; temporary ones may turn out to be a
victory. Sichness may defer work, but gives time for meditation;
loss of time may seem defeat, but reflection may change the life.

I. LOSING LIFE
1. “Self-preservation first law of life.”
2. May lose life by holding it.

3. Expend energy to gain education, but gain larger life
by it.



II. LOSING AND SAVING
1. Giving life here for eternal life hereafter.
2. Martyrs seed of the kingdom.
3. Stephen’s death inspired others.
4, Persecution of the church strengthened it.

1II. FINDING BY LOSING
1. Peter lost self-confidence, but gained.
2. Finder of life shall lose it. (Matt. 26:33; Mark 10:39.)
3. Godliness profitable. (I Tim. 4:7, 8.)

IV. SAVING BY SPENDING
1. Save ourselves by spending ourselves.
2. Hoarding life as money impossible.
3. Slaves to thermometer victims of disease.
4. Serving others, gain abundant life.

V. LIVING BY DYING
1. Life enlarged by dying.
2. We die daily.
3. Musician lives by dying.
4. Old man dies that new man may live.

VI. VICTORY THROUGH DEFEAT

Must give earthly life to gain heavenly.
“The way of the cross” leads to life.
Cross precedes the crown.

Jesus triumphant in resurrection.
Greatest victories through defeat.
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DESPISE NOT THE SMALL THINGS
Matt, 6:25-30; Zech. 4:10
INTRODUCTION

No one can afford to disregard the small things—tradesman can-
not. Pennies make pounds. Doctor cannot; for a grain, or drop

1L

II1.

1v.

may kill; scholar cannot; for a, b, ¢’s make education.

. LITTLE MATERIAL THINGS MAKE THE UNIVERSE

1. Grains of sands and drops of water.

2. God made the little things and cares for them. (Matt.
6:25-30.)

3. Now, will God overlook the small things in a Chris-
tian character?

THE CHURCH HAD A SMALL BEGINNING

1. Jesus—an infant; small hands, but to grow and grasp
the scepter; small feet, but to walk upon the waters;
small voice but it was to still the tempest and raise
the dead.

2. The infant became a man, the man became the cruci-
fied One—who laid the foundation of the church.

3. Church grew, developed and enlarged gradually.

CHRIST DID NOT DESPISE THE SMALL THINGS
(Matt. 18:10; I Tim. 4:12)
1. Young Christians are called “little ones”; hence, not
despise but care tenderly for them.

THE PRINCIPLES OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION
ARE SMALL AS SEEN BY SOME
1. Some speak of the “essential things” and “non-essen-
tial things”—to their taste.
2. Some after reading Bible choose the things they think
are essential, and slight others not to their taste.
3. We sometimes think LYING, deception, neglect of
Lord’s Supper small things, u.g:’.;r‘ ’:.,',,1_

. APPLY THIS TO THE SERVICE

1. We are called to serve, to work. Paul took pride in
this title: “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ.”



We overlook the SMALL THINGS looking for GREAT
THINGS and do NOTHING.

We are not prepared for great things unless we have
cared for small.

Christian growth is little by little. Not by a stroke
of miraculous enlargement.
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CHURCH DISCIPLINE
INTRODUCTION

Church composed of members; standard of Christian conduct;
members violate this; Christians members one of another.

1. DISORDERLY MEMBERS (I Thess. 5:14; 1I Thess. 3:6)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Who are disorderly members? (Rom. 16:17.)
Who the judge of disorderly conduct?

Is irregular attendance disorderly?

Is a failure to contribute disorderly?
Disorderly preachers.

II. HOW TO DEAL WITH DISORDERLY MEMBERS

. Teach and admonish them.

Show them their wrongs.

. Persuade them to correct them. (Gal. 6:1.)

Get others to help. (Matt. 18:15-20.)

. Tell it to the church.

III. WITHDRAWALS

1.

Who should withdraw? (I Cor. 5:5; II Cor. 2:6.)

2. How it is to be done.

3. How then should one be treated?
4. How received back?

5.
6
7
8

‘What should other churches do?

. Can just the elders withdraw?
. The fellowship of disorderly members.
. “Roving” preachers and members.



IV. LACK OF DISCIPLINE

Why not practiced more.

False ideas about discipline.

What would be the result if practiced meore today?
How churches can correct their mistakes.

w
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DISOBEDIENCE — ITS WAYS
Heb. 2:1-4
INTRODUCTION

Man is the most disobedient of God’s creatuves: capable of hon-
oring God, but most dishonoring. Sad for man, whom God
loves, to be so disobedient.

I. TWO PREMISES

1. God has always blessed the obedient. (I Sam. 15:22;
Eccl. 12:13; Heb. 5:8, 9; James 1:25; I Pet. 1:22; Rev.
22:14.)

2. Has always condemned the disobedient. (I Sam. 15:
23; Col. 3:5, 6; II Thess. 1:8; I Pet. 4:17; Rev. 21:7,8.)

II. THE WAY TO OBEY

1. Only one way to obey.

2. Do what God says as he directs.
HI. FOUR TYPES OF DISOBEDIENCE

1. Stubbornly refuse. (John 5:40; Luke 13:34.)

2. By addition. (Deut. 4:2; Prov. 30:6; Rev. 22:18.)
3. By subtraction. (Dcut. 4:2; Rev. 22:19.)

4. By substitution. (Isa. 5:20-23; Gal. 1:8, 9.)

IV. ALL DISOBEDIENCE CONDEMNED

1. Disobedience is rebellion.
2. It impeaches God's wisdom.
3. One disobedient way as bad as another. (Isa. 66:2-4.)

V. ANY COMMAND MAY BE DISOBEYED FOUR WAYS

1. Father’s command to his son. Build house, etc.
2. Faith, baptism, etc.

g 00 19



50
USE OF “EKKLESIA” IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
INTRODUCTION

Profitable to study the New Testament use of “ecclesia.”

1. DEFINITION OF THE WORD

1. “The Ekklesia” a compound Greek word, “ek,” out and
“kaleo,” called means “called out.”

9. The word does not mean “God’s called out of the
world.”

3. New Testament use of it does show it.

Il. “EKKLESIA” IN THE EPISTLES
1. The singular use.

(a) Applied to church at Jerusalem. (I Cor. 15:9;
Gal. 1:13; Phil. 3:6.)

(b) The ekklesia of a city which is named. (Rom.
16:1; I Cor. 1:2; 1I Cor. 1:1; I Thess. 1:1;
II Thess. 1:1.)

() Referring to the individual ekklesia addressed.
(Rom. 16:23; I Cor. 6:4; 14:5, 12, 23; I Tim.
5:16; James 5:14; II John 9:10.)

(d) Referring to an individual ekklesia. (I Cor. 14:
4; 1 Tim. 3:5, 15))

(¢) One universal ckklesia as represented in the
local ekklesia. (1 Cor. 10:32; 11:22.)

(f) The one universal ekklesia absolutely. (Eph.
1:22; 3:10, 21; 5:23, 24, 25, 27, 29, 32; Col.
1:18, 24.)

(g) What may be called a domestic ekklesia. (Rom.
(16:5; 1 Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:15; Phile. 2.)

2. The plural Use.

(a) The sum of individual ekklesiai in a named
region:

Judea. (Gal. 1:22; I Thess. 2:14.)
Galatia. (I Cor. 16:1; Gal. 1:2.)
Macedonia. (II Cor. 8:1.)

Asia. (I Cor. 16:19; Rev. 1:4))



(b) Not of a definite region, no: yet the sum of
all individual ekklesia. (Rom. 16:4, 16; II Cor.
8:23; 9:8.)

(c) Some of all individual ekklesia:. {d Cor. 7:17;
9:16; 11 Cor. 8:18, 24; 9:28; 12:13; 1I Thess. 1:4.)
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ELDERS — THEIR DUTIES
INTRODUCTION

Such an important class will have very important duties; no
honors to be enjoyed without great responsibilities. Their duties
as specific as their qualifications.

I. WARNINGS TO ELDERS (I Pet. 5:1-3)

1. “Not of constraint,” or by compulsion.
2. “Nor yet for filthy lucre,” not as a means of living.
3. “Neither as lording it over the charge.”

1. ADMONITION TO ELDERS (Acts 20:28)

1. Take heed to yourselves.

2. Must rule well his own house.

3. Hold fast the faithful word.

4. Be examples to the flock. (I Pet. 5:3.)

III. THEIR DUTIES TO THE FLOCK
1. Take heed to the flock.
2. Feed the church of God.
3. Take the oversight of the church.
4. To rule well. (I Tim. 5:17.)
5. Watch in behalf of souls. (Heb. 13:17.)

IV. DUTIES OF OTHERS TO THE ELDERS
1. To honor them as fathers.
2. Obey them as God’s shepherds. (Heb. 13:17.)
3 Receive not an accusation against them. (I Tim. 5:19.)
4. Count them worthy of double honor.
5. Imitate their faith. (Heb. 13:7.)
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ELDERS IN EVERY CHURCH
Acts 14:23
INTRODUCTION

Grammatical elder is the comparative of “old”’; necessarily it
means older or elder—old, older, oldest.

I. USES OF THE WORD “ELDER”
1. It denotes aged person (I Pet. 5:1-5.)
(a) Peter applies the word to aged.
(b) Here “younger” is in comparison with “elder,”
denoting younger person.
() The “younger” are to submit to their seniors.
(d) John calls himself an elder. (II and III John.)
2. Official use of the word. (Acts 14:23.)

II. ELDERS OF THE CHURCH AT JERUSALEM
1. The Scriptures. (Acts 11:30; 15:2, 6, 22; 16:4.)
2. No record when or how they were appointed.
3. Apostles in the church there, but also elders. (Acts
8:1; 15:6 elders needed.)

III. ELDERS OF THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS (Acts 20:17-
28)
1. Paul addressed them as shepherds of the flock.
2. They were considered as bishops.
3. They were to feed the flock.
4. They were made bishops by the Holy Spirit.
5. They were bishops IN the church, not lords OVER it.

IV. TITUS APPOINTED ELDERS IN EVERY CITY (Titus
1:5)
1. They were appointed elders.
2. It is assumed that men had the qualifications.

V. ELDERS OF THE CHURCH AT PHILIPPI

1. Paul included them in his letter. (Phil. 1:1.)
2. They were worthy of special mention.
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ELDERS — HOW APPOINTED
INTRODUCTION

The elders have been depreciated and ignorved until neither

they nor the church respect their position. The elders have been

superseded in their work on one hand by the preacher and their

position ignored; on the other hand by the members until they
have become almost useless appendages in the church.

I. NEW TESTAMENT DOES NOT TELL

1.
2

o

Je

No method of selecting elders revealed.

. Any method that does not vilolate a New Testament

principle may be used.
Any method that promotes unity may be uscd.

I1. NOT ELECTED BY POPULAR VOTE

1.
2.

3.

This would promote division.

No church in New Testament authorized to elect
elders.

They were always appointed.

11, ACTS 6:2-6

. These men were not elders.

May have been deacons.

“Look ye out” means that they were to agree among
themselves who possessed the qualifications.

The apostles would APPOINT. (Verse 3.)

. The apostles did appoint them. (Verse 6.)

1V. THEY WERE APPOINTED

1

2.
3.
4.

Paul and Barnabas appointed elders. (Acts 14:23.)
Titus appointed elders in every city. (Titus 1:5.)

The Holy Spirit appointed elders. (Acts 20:28.)

To follow the Holy Spirit in appointing elders is the
same as the Holy Spirit appointing them.

¥



34

ELDERS — THEIR QUALIFICATIONS (No. 1)

INTRODUCTION

Many stumble on these; much confusion over them, they

are simple.

L. SCRIPTURAL NAMES

[*13

Episcopos—bishop, overseer. (Acts 20:28; Titus 1:7; 1
Tim. 4:1; Phil. 1:1.)

Presbuteros—presbyter, elder. (Acts 14:23; I Tim. 5:1,
17; Titus 1:5; I Pet. 5:1.)

Poimeen—pastor, shepherd. (1 Pet. 2:25; 5:2; Eph. 4:11.)
Proistamenos—ruler, president. (Rom. 12:8; 1 Thess.
5:12; I Tim. 5:17.)

Hegoumenoi—to lead, to rule, leader. (Heb. 13:7; 17,
24.)

II. QUALIFICATIONS POSSIBLE

1.

2,

3.

Elders were appointed in New Testament times; men
possessed them THEN; why not now?

The command to appoint elders implies that there are
men qualiied NOW.

God does not require an impossibility.

11I. THE QUALIFICATIONS

1.
2.
3.

4.

I Tim. 3: gives fifteen.

Titus 1: gives fifteen.

Five in Timothy, not given by Titus; five in Titus not
given in Timothy.

Twenty in all.

1V. THESE QUALIFICATIONS GENERAL

1.
2.
3.

Any Christian should possess eighteen.

“A novice” and “being married” are the exceptions.
Elders come from the aged; being married and rearing
children qualify one to rule others.
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ELDERS — THEIR QUALIFICATIONS (No. 2)
I Tim. 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9
INTRODUCTION

God has placed elders in the church, he has given them their
names, and specified their qualifications.

1. THEIR NAMES

Elders. (Acts 20:1-7.)

Bishops. (I Tim. 3:1, 2.)

Pastors. (Eph. 4:11.)

Shepherds. (Acts 20:28; Heb. 13:20; I Pet. 5:4.)
Teachers. (I Tim. 3:2.)

6. Presbyters. (I Tim. 4:14.)

1I. QUALIFICATIONS OF AN ELDER

1. According to Timothy.
(a) Without reproach.
(b) Husband of one wife.
(¢) Temperate.
(d) Sober-minded.
(e) Orderly.
(f) Given to hospitality.
(g) Apt to teach.
(h) No brawler.
(i) No striker.
(j) Gentle.
(k) Not contentious.
(1) No lover of money.
(m) One that ruleth well his own house.
(n) Not a novice.
(0) Good testimony from without.
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2. According to Titus.
(a) Blameless.
(b) Husband of one wife.
(c) Having children that believe.
(d) Not self willed.
(e) Not soon angry.
(f) No brawler.
(8) No striker.



(h) Not greedy of filthy lucre.

(i) Given to hospitality.

(j) A lover of good.

(k) Sober-minded.

(1) Just.

(m) Holy.

(n) Self-control.

(o) Holding to the faithful word.

III. SUM OF ALL QUALIFICATIONS

1. Five in Timothy not mentioned in Titus: orderly, apt
to teach, not contentious, not a novice, and good
testimony from without.

2. Five in Titus not mentioned in Timothy: not self-
willed, lover of good, just, holy, and holding to the
faithful word.

A
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PERPETUITY OF THE ELDERSHIP
INTRODUCTION

The church first existed in ifs infantile state—this was the

period of miraculous power, before the New Testament was com

pleted. Next it existed in its manhood state of ordinary powers,
this after the New Testament completed. (Eph. 4:11-16.)

I. THE WORK OF ELDERS
1. To feed the flock.
2. To govern or rule.

3. This work is needed today; hence men are needed to
do this kind of work.

II. NOT ALL ELDERS INSPIRED
1. All inspired persons have ceased.
2. No one can prove that all elders were inspired.
8. Inspiration mot one of the qualifications.
4. “Elder” not named among the miraculous gifts.



III. GOD'S FORM OF GOVERNMENT

. This was vested in the eldership in the early church.

If elders ceased, did God’s form of government cease?
If not, who is divinely appointed to administer it?
As spiritual gifts are about to disappear, the eldership
was fully established.

. Their qualifications given to guide for all times in

selecting elders.
Elders show that they did not cease.

1V. ELDERS MEN OF AGE AND EXPERIENCE

1.

’o

(S

Not mentioned in New Testament until time for the
development.

Church established A.D. 33; in A.D. 41 a famine in
Judea.

Paul and Barnabas took help to the elders. (Acts 11:30.)
This first mention of elders.

Flders existed when the New Testament closed.

V. A MAN MUST NOT CHANGE GOD’'S ORDER

1.

God required elders to be appointed in all the churches.

2. He never ordained that elders should be discontinued.

3.

4,

To discontinue them is to change the divine govern-
ment,
Their work must continue hence the elders must con-
tinue,
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JESUS’ ATTITUDE TOWARD ENEMIES

Luke 6:27, 28
INTRODUCTION

Character is estimated by attiludes; Jesus’ teaching reveals his

character; they are windows into his heart.

HELD NO GRUDGES

. Peter’s question. (Matt. 18:21.)

. Grudge—bearing more than a fault; it is mean.
- Nourished spite is contemptible.

. No one with a grudge can be happy.

BORE INJURY WITHOUT MALICE

. He kept no chip on his shoulder.

. No one could insult him. (I Pet. 2:21-23.)

. His soul was too great to hate anyone.

. No one was more cruely mistreated.

. Love keeps no memorandum of evil. (I Cor. 18:5))

11I. HE WAS KIND TO HIS ENEMIES

1.

Plato climaxed his praise of Cyrus with “No one did
more good to his friends and more harm to his ene-
mies.”

Jesus contributed goodwill to uniriendly people—the
Samaritan woman. (John 4:9.)

He said to Judas: “Friend, do that for which thou art
come.” (Matt. 26:50.)

Not vengeance on, but transformation of, was Jesus’
attitude toward his enemies.

IV. JESUS WAS FORGIVING

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

He prayed, “Father, forgive them.” (Luke 23:34.)
He taught us to forgive. (Matt. 6:14; 18:35.)

No unforgiving man can have fellowship with a for-
giving God.

Jesus said: “Follow me” not merely accept his ideas—
must follow him to become like him.

“The things ye heard and saw in me, do,” said Paul.
(Phil. 4:9.) ‘This is what Christ says.
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ESSENTIALS AND NON-ESSENTIALS
Deut. 18:15; Acts 3:22, 23
INTRODUCTION

Christ must be heard; must not add to, take from or substitute
anything for his word. Confusion arises when this is not observed.

L. “GO” (Mark 16:15)

1. The essentials.
(a) Do what it says.
(b) Not stay in one place.
(c) Go or support the preaching.

2. Non-essentials.
(a) How to go.
(b) May walk or ride.
(c) May ride donkey, train, bus, auto, plane.

II. PREACH OR TEACH

1. Essentials.
(a) Instruct.
(b) Make known.
(b) Inform or tell about Jesus.
2. Non-essentials.
(2) How to preach.
(b) Use of chart or blackboard.
(c) Sermon, class, articles, or any method.

III BAPTIZE
1. Essentials.
(a) Water.
(b) Going down into it.
(c) Burial.
(d) Coming up out of it, resurrection.
2. Non-essentials.
(a) Temperature of water.
(b) Running water.

(c) Baptistry.
1IV. LORD’S SUPPER
1. Essentials.



(a) First day of the week.
(b) Loaf and fruit of the vine.
(c) Discerning Lord’s body and blood.

2. Non-essentials.
(a) Time of day.
(b) Fermented or unfermented wine.

W
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EVADERS OF TRUTH
Gal. 1:7
INTRODUCTION

Many excuses for not accepting truth; many ways of evading it;
to evade implies that one sees the truth.

I. DOUBTERS OF BIBLE

1. One class of evaders, the doubter.

2. New Testament not correctly translated, they say.
3. How do we know Bible word of God?

4. Not willing to accept truth.

11. FALSE INTERPRETATIONS
1. Pre-conceived opinions.
2. Pervert truth to sustain theory.
3. Use Bible to prove doctrine.

1II. DOES NOT APPLY TODAY
1. This another class of evaders.
2. Say Scripture does not apply to us.
3. Sermon on the Mount applicable only to aposties.
4. Evade all truth that condemns practice.

IV. PRINCIPLE AND POLICY
1. Jesus taught principles.
They guide conduct.
3. Policy to act without conviction.
4. “Honesty for policy’s sake.”

A



V. PROFESSOR AND PRACTICIAN

1. “Professor” admits principle to be true.
2. Professor may not practice.

3. “Be ye doers of the word.” (James 1:22.)
4. A mere professor evades the truth.

V1. JUST AN IDEAL
1. Another class of evaders claim only ideal in New
Testament.
2. New Testament presents “beautiful ideals.”
3. Not meant for practice.
4. Jesus gave principles, not merely ideals.

w
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FAITH
Heb. 11:1

INTRODUCTION

What is faith? (Heb. 11:1.) Assurance of things hoped for. (Takes
in all future. Heb. 11:13. Conviction of things not seen. This
takes in past and future.) (Heb. 11:8)) Faith and belief are
synonymous. (Heb. 11:6; Rom. 4:3, 19, 20.) Bible does not give
technical definition of any thing but examples and principles and
applications of them. Love, (1 John 5:8.); grace, (Il Cor. 8:9.);
religion, (James 1:27.) Faith sometimes includes the whole Chris-
tian system. (Acts 6:7; Rom. 1:5; 16:26.) By these we see the
force of faith. (John 3:16; Acts 16:31.)

I. IMPORTANCE OF FAITH
1. Impossible to please God without it, in a single act.
(Heb. 11:6.)
2. Children of God by faith. (Gal. 3:26.) No salvation
without it.
3. Be condemned without it. (Mark 16:16; John 3:18.)

1. HOW DOES FAITH COME? (Rom. 11:17)
1. Word of faith. (Rom. 10:8; Acts 15:7; John 1:7; 20:31;
11 Thess. 1:10.)



2.
3.

Faith comes no other way. (Rom. 10:14.)

Difference between FAITH and OPINION. No man
can have faith on anything that God has not spoken
about. (John 8:6-8.) Wrote what? No man can be-
lieve why Nicodemus came by night. (John 3:1-5.)

I1I. HOW MANY FAITHS—ONE (Eph. 4:4, 5)

I.

This one faith may be:
(a) Weak. (Rom. 4:19, 20.)
(b) Little. (Matt. 6:20.)
(c) Dead. (James 2:17.)
(d) Great. (Matt. 8:10.)

IV. BLESSINGS OF FAITH (Mark 5:34)
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Purified by it. (Acts 15:9.)
Justified by it. (Rom. 5:1))

Saved through it. (Eph. 2:8.)
Children of God by it. (Gal. 3:26.)
Sanctified by it. (Acts 26:18.)

Walk by it. (II Cor. 5:7.)

Live by it. (Gal. 2:20)

Guarded by it. (I Pet. 1:5.)

End of it. (I Pet. 1:9.)

V. WHEN DOES IT BLESS?

1.
2.
3.

When it leads to obedience . (James 2:17-20.)
Walk in steps of Abraham’s faith. (Rom. 4:12))
Purified souls by obedience. (I Pet. 1:22.)
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THE FAITHFUL FEW
Matt. 7:13, 14; Rev. 3:4
INTRODUCTION

It is difficult to be faithful; majority not faithfulw always a few.
Most people dislike to be in the minority; only the srong will

remain there.

I. OLD TESTAMENT EXAMPLES

1.

5.

Cain and Abel.

2. Noah. (Gen. 6:8, 12.)
3.
4. Sodom condemned because not a faithful few found.

Abraham.

(Gen. 18:23-30.)
Children of Israel in wilderness; Caleb and Joshua;
crossed the Red Sea. (Num. 1:46.)

1I. NEW TESTAMENT EXAMPLES

1.
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Purpose of God’s selecting the Jews; but few faithful.
(Rom. 3:10-18.)

But few accepted him. (John 1:11, 12))

Jesus’ trial; all forsook him, even Peter.

Two women at the tomb.

Sardis had a few who remained faithful. (Rev. 3:4.)
Only the few faithful will be rewarded. (Matt. 7:13,
14; Rev. 2:10.)

It is said Jesus will come on first day of week. Be
faithful.

I1l. GOD CHOSE ISRAEL WHEN BUT FEW (Deut. 7:7)
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CHURCH FINANCE
INTRODUCTION

Lord’s work requires some money; too much emphasis put on
finance; New Testament teaches the place of money in Lord’s
work.

I. HOW TO RAISE MONEY

The New Testament teaches this. (II Tim. 3:16, 17.)
Teaches members to be liberal. (II Cor. 9:6.)

Give willingly. (II Cor. 9:7))

Contribute regularly on first day of week. (I Cor. 16:2.)
Class collections.

II. “THE BUDGET SYSTEM”
1. Originated with preachers.
2. No taxation.
3. Pledge cards.
4. This system emphasizes money side.
5. Emphasis should be on spiritual side.
6. The Lord’s way the only right way.

I11. DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS

1. Practice of lending money.
2. Borrowing money.

3. Supporting preachers.

4. Supporting “missionaries.”
5. Supporting evangelists.
6
7
8
9
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. Class disbursements.

. Helping the poor.

. Supporting social functions.

. Janitor's service.
10. Expenses for upkeep of building.
11. Supply of Bibles and literature.
12. Cost of song books.
13. Church not a business organization.
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FIRST THINGS FIRST
Matt: 6:33
INTRODUCTION

God and man see things differently; they value things differently.
Man should SEE and VALUE things as God does; THEN and
only THEN can man know how to make “first things first.”

I. IMPORTANCE OF THE SUBJECT

1.
2.
3.
4.

Must know God’s classification.

Must classify as God does.

Must know the “FIRST things.”

Some put things FIRST that God puts LAST.

1I. THE EMPHASIS MAN PLACES

1.
2,
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Pharisees and hypocrites. (Matt. 23:23.)

Mint, anise, cummin were small garden herbs grown
for flavor.

Scrupulous attention to tithe these little things, but
ignore justice, mercy, faith.

Right to tithe these, but wrong to neglect the greater.
They fail to “put first things first.”

Some today do the same way.

We clean body first, life second.

Lay up treasures here first, heaven last.

Save money first, souls last.

III. GOD MAKES SPIRITUAL THINGS FIRST

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

®

Seek FIRST the kingdom of God. (Matt. 6:83.)

Seek FIRST his righteousness.

Scribes asked which is FIRST commandment. (Mark
12:28.)

First be reconciled. (Matt. 5:23.)

First cast beam out of own eye. (Matt. 7:5.)

First forgive others before you ask God to forgive you.
(Matt. 6:15.)

First gave themselves. (IT Cor. 8:5.)

Andrew FIRST found his brother. (John 1:41.)

Soul of greatest value. (Mark 8:36)
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FIVE THINGS TO DO
I Cor. 16:13, 14
INTRODUCTION

Some scriptures instructive, some commands, some comforts, some
outline duly. This outlines Christian conduct.

1. "WATCH YE”
1. See things. (I Thess. 5:6.)
2. Be watchful. (I Pet. 5:8.)
3. Watch yourself—prove self. (I Cor. 11:28.)
4. Watch others to help them. (Gal. 6:10.)

II. “STAND FAST IN THE FAITH"
1. How many falter!
2. Doubled-minded, unstable. (James 1:8.)
3. Gen. Bee and “Stonewall” Jackson at Manassas.
4. Grant said, “I am going to Richmond.”

III. “QUIT YOU LIKE MEN”
1. Behave like men, not like children.
2. Must meet difficulties.
3. Not give up to pleasures.
4. “England expects every man to do his duty.”

IV. “BE STRONG”

1. God wants strong Christians. (Eph. 6:10.)

2. Spiritual food and exercise necessary for strength.
3. Weak Christians spiritually diseased.

4. Strength a normal condition for Christians.

V. “LET ALL THAT YOU DO BE DONE IN LOVE”
1. Do nothing through revenge.
2. Love God, Christ, the church.
3. Love your enemies. (Luke 6:36.)
CONCLUSION
These five things outline the Christian life.
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FOUR BIBLE FOOLS

INTRODUCTION

What Mark Twain said about his father. God knows man; he
has classed many into four classes of fools.

1. BIBLE MEANING OF FOOLS

1. Different from common use.
2. It means one condemned.
3. Forbidden to call brother fool. (Matt. 5:22.)

1I. CHARACTERISTICS OF A FOOL
1. Smarter than anybody else.
2. Hates knowledge. (Prov. 1:7, 22.)
3. Mischief-lover—rather make a monkey ol self than a
man.
4. Should not slander self.

III. THE FOUR CLASSES OF FOOLS
1. The Atheist (Ps. 14:1.)

(a) He who says there is no God; must be omnis-
cient and omnipresent.
(b) Everything in nature points to a Designer.
() A plan implies a Planner.
(d) Art in nature implies an Artist.
(¢) Mathematics implies a mathematician.
(f) Heavens declare the glory of God. (Ps. 19:1.)
2. Ignorant church member. (Eph. 5:16, 17; Gal. 3:1, 8.)
(a) Children should know Father’s will.
(b) All duties taught in Bible.
(c) The Bible our guide.
3. The rich fool. (Jer. 17:11; Luke 12:16-21.)
(a) Places greater value on money than on soul.
(b) Knows more about temporal than eternal.
(c) Sells his soul for money. (Matt. 16:26.)
4. The wise fool. (Matt. 7:24))
(a) He knows God’s will, but does not obey.
(b) Knows God’s power to enforce his will.
(c) He refuses or neglects to do it.
(d) This the climax of fools.
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FORGIVENESS
Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13
INTRODUCTION

Defiined: hold one as though no offense had been given,—in loce,
sympathy for; interested in as though nothing had happencd.

1. FORGIVENESS NECESSARY (Rom. 3:23; 11:22; 1 John
1:8
1). Because man is a transgressor.
(a) Against fellowman.
(b) Against God. (Luke 15:18.)
2. For man’s physical good and welfare.
1. GOD’S FORGIVENESS
1. Man is lost for time and cternity without it. (Rev.
21:27.)
2. This is in Christ. (Eph. 1:6, 7; Col. 1:3, 14.)
3. God always ready to forgive. (Rom 10:21; I Tim. 2:4;
11 Pet. 3:9; Ps. 78:38; 103.)
4. Leads to repentance by his goodness. (Rom. 2:4.)
I MAN'S FORGIVENESS
1. Man sins against his fellows; this began with Cain;
continues now. All crimes the result of man sinning
against man. (I Cor. 11:19.)
2. Brethren in the church sin against each other. (I Cor.
8:12; Matt. 18:21; Luke 17:3.)
3. All strife, division, the result of sin and a failure to
forgive.
4. Lack of forgiving spirit hinders spiritual progress.
5. Man must forgive or be lost. (Matt. 6:14, 15; 18:35.)
From he heart.
IV. CHRIST OUR STANDARD (Eph. 4:31, 32; Col. 3:12, 13;
Rom. 4:7, 8; Isa. 1:18)
1. God remembers sin no more. (Heb. 10:17.) So must
we.
2. When can a man forgive? (Matt. 18:15.) How often?
(Matt. 18:21.)

CONCLUSION
How much happiness if these are obeyed. (I Pet. 3:8.)
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THE GRACE OF GIVING
il Cor. 9:6

INTRODUCTION

Should be interested in the PRACTICE, not a THEORY. It is
hard to get people to learn what they do not want to do. Reason
for teaching this subject. (Phil 4:17.)

I. GOD ALWAYS REQUIRED A SACRIFICE
7. Cain and Abel. (Gen. 4:3-8; Heb. 11:4.)

2. Noah, first thing after the flood. (Gen. 8:20.)
3 Israel offered many kinds of sacrifices.

II. OUR RELATION TO MATERIAL THINGS
1. Fulness of earth, the Lord’s. (I Cor. 10:26.)

2. Brought nothing here, can take nothing away. (I Tim
6:7.)

3. We are stewards of what we possess.

4. What we give is already God’s. (I Chron. 29:14.)

5. Must give God the best.

6. Life reaches its final consumation in giving. (Acts

90:35.)

IIl. HOW MUCH SHALL WE GIVE?

1. First give ourselves. (II Cor. 8:5.)

2. Law required tithe for priest, he gave a tithe. (Lev.
27:30.)
Give liberally, freely, willingly. (I Cor. 16:2.)
Give as there is need of giving. (Acts 2:45.)
Responsible for not having something to give.
Labor for two purposes: support self (Titus 3:14.),
and to give to others. (Eph. 4:28; Acts 20:35.)

L

IV. WHEN AND HOW TO GIVE
1. When: regularly (I Cor. 16:1, 2) and as occasion de-
mands. (I John 3:17.)
2. How: through the church (Phil. 4:15-17; Eph. 3:21).
and as individuals. (Acts 10:35; Gal. 6:10.)



V. EXAMPLES OF GIVING
1. Jerusalem church gave all. (Acts 4:32-37.)
2. God approved this, there was a need.

3. Churches of Macedonia gave beyond their power. (II
Cor. 8:3.)

4. Help needed good work.

W
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THE GODHEAD
Acts 17:29; Col. 2:9
INTRODUCTION

“Godhead” same as “Godhood”; stands for sum total of divine

attributes. American Revised Version uses it three times; Revised

Version only twice; Romans 1:20 in Revised Version is translated
“Divinity.” Godhood and manhood are similar in use.

1. COMPOSED OF THREE MEMBERS
1. God the Creator, Father. (Acts 17:24-27; John 20:17.)
2. The Word, Christ, Son of God. (John 1:1, 2; Matt.
16:16.)
3. Holy Spirit, Comforter. (John 14:16, 17.)

II. OTHER NAMES FOR GODHEAD
1. The Divine Family.
2. The Trinity.
3. The Sacred Three.
4. The Divinity.
5. The Deity.

I1II. HOLY SPIRIT COORDINATE WITH GOD AND

CHRIST

1. “God” (Gen. 1:1), plural in the Hebrew Elohim.
2. “Let US make man in OUR image.” (Gen. 1:26.)
8. Baptism in the name of the Three. (Matt. 28:19.)
4. Benediction in the name of Three. (II Cor. 13:14.)



IV. NEED TO KNOW HOLY SPIRIT
1. Bible only source of knowledge.
2. Doctrine of Godhead lies at the heart of revealed truth.
3. Wrong views of Holy Spirit lead to confusion.
4. False theories.
(a) Godhead manifestation in threefold way of one
person.
(b) “Tritheism” means three Gods.
Both theories contradict Scripture.
Vexing questions and unsolved problems.
Must take only what is revealed.

N o
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GOD’S FELLOW WORKERS
1 Cor. 3:9
INTRODUCTION

Christians do not appreciate their attitude and relationship to
God. God has his purposes; also his plans for carrying out these.
Man can cooperate with God.

1. EFFECTS OF COOPERATION
1. Gregarious animals—bees, flocks, herds.
2. Benefits received and evils avoided.
3. Law of cooperation in human association and progress.
4. Civilization is the progress of cooperation.

1I. WE ARE FELLOW WORKERS WITH ONE ANOTHER

1. Paul and Apollos labored together at Corinth. (Col.
4:12; Rom. 15:30.)

2. The building of the temple called for cooperation;
three classes of laborers.

3. Rebuilding of the wall by Nehemiah.

4. Cooperation calls for dependence; the most skillful
dependence on the least.



IIl. WE ARE FELLOW WORKERS FOR GOD
1. This an obligation upon all.
2. Man helps to carry on creation. (Growing flowers helps

his work.)
3. We are his SERVANTS.

IV. WE ARE FELLOW WORKERS WITH GOD

1. What a title! What a distinction!
2. We are dependent on God. (Cannot do the smallest
thing without God. (John 15:5; Acts 17:28.)

3. God is dependent on us.
4. We must work in HARMONY with God.
5. This cooperation gives us strong encouragement.
6. It insures victory and success.
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GOD’S CARE FOR HIS PEOPLE
Ps. 17:8; John 10:28, 29
INTRODUCTION
A delightful subject in God’s love; nothing can separate
us from it.

I. PROVIDENCE AND PRUDENCE
1. God’s care—direct and indirect.
2. General oversight, “providence.” (Matt. 5:45.)
3. Providence includes man’s efforts.
4. “Prudence,” not unnecessarily exposed to danger.

1I. “MY TIME IS NOT YET COME.”
1. Jesus in the care of the Father.
2. Had a distinct work to do.
3. No one could prevent it. (John 7:6.)
4. He filled the program of God.

II1. “MY TIME IS AT HAND”

1. Jesus finished his work.
2. His time came to die. (Matt. 26:18.)
3. Not necessary to bind him at his arrest.



1IV. COOPERATING EFFORTS
1. God has power to take care of us. (Luke 12:32.)
2. Man must take care of himself.
3. Must cooperate with God.

V. TRUST AND WORK
1. These two acts not opposed to each other.
2. Show our faith by our works. (James 2:18.)
3. Work, trust, and pray as though all depended upon

these.

VI. GOD OUR FATHER

1. God is our Father. (Matt. 6:9.)
2. We are his children. (Rom. 8:15-17.)
3. He will protect us as a Father.
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HEAVEN
INTRODUCTION

The Bible and our observation reveal two classes of people in
the world: the righteous and the wicked. The Bible reveals two
destinies for these—heaven and hell. Rich man and Lazarus.

(Luke 16:1-13)

I. SCRIPTURAL NAMES FOR HEAVEN
1. The New Jerusalem. (Rev. 21:2.)
2. The City of God. (Heb. 12:22.)
3. Paradise. (II Cor. 12:4; Rev. 2:7.)
4. Our Father’'s House (John 14:1-6.)

1I. HABITATION OF GOD

1. God dwells there in his glory.
2. Christ is there at God’s right hand.

3. The angels are there.
4. The spirits of the redeemed are there.

[II. AS A STATE
I. No sin there; sin converted this earth into a region
of woe.



No pain and suffering there.
No death there—separation.
State of perfect bliss.

A state where love only rules.

IV. ALL MAY GO THERE

1. It is the destiny of the faithful.
2. “Whosoever will” are invited.
3. Only the righteous will go and dwell there.

w
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HELL
INTRODUCTION

This is not a pleasant subject. It is well to tell the sick of a
physician; the poor of riches; the dying of life; the lost of a
Savior; and the impenitent of hell.

I. BIBLE NAMES FOR HELL
1. Torment. (Rev. 20:10.)
2. Eternal punishment. (Matt. 25:46.)
3. Lake of fire. (Rev. 20:14.)
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