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I Am Thatl Am

Jimmy W. Bates

1. The Bible begins with the affirmation of the existence of God
(Deity). (Gen. 1:1)

a.

No detailed argument for the existence of God is given, but

throughout the Bible the reality of God is stated as fact.

1) “There is a God in heaven” (Dan. 2:28).

2) “And the Lord God formed man...” (Gen. 2:7).

3) “God that made the world....he is Lord of heaven and
earth...For in him we live, and move, and have our
being...” (Acts 17:24, 28).

. Man’s well-being and eternal salvation begins with his belief

in God’s existence.

1) “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is
a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Heb. 11:6).

2) Jesus told the Jews, who denied and rejected him, ..if ye
believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins” (John
8:24). NOTE: The word “he” is not in the original text.

3) “..Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58). ¢f. John 14:1

2. “Who is the Lord?” — This is the greatest of all questions.

a.

“And Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, that I should obey his

voice to let Israel go? I know not the Lord, neither will I let

Israel go” (Exod. 5:2).

1) Many today, like Pharaoh, know not the Lord and show no
respect for Him. (Rom. 1:18-32)

2) Like Pharaoh, all who refuse to show reverence and
respect to God will find out the hard way just who He is.
(II Thess. 1:7-9)

. Saul asked, “..who art thou, Lord?” (Acts 9:5)

1) In contrast to Pharaoh, Saul, when he learned who the
Lord is, asked, “..Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”
(Acts 9:6). When he was told what to do, he did it! (Acts
9:8-18; 22:16)

2) All who come to understand and know who the Lord is,
will be impelled to respect and obey Him.

“God” — the greatest word in human language.

1) The most important thought that ever entered the mind
of man is the thought of God.

2) Everything in life begins and ends with God.

We can know who the Lord is, because He has revealed Himself

to us. (Psalm 76:1)

a.
b.

C.

Through NATURE: (Rom. 1:19-21; Psalm 19:1).
Through CHRIST: (John 14:7-9; Col. 1:15; 2:9; Heb. 1:3).
Through DIVINE REVELATION — The BIBLE:
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1) God has revealed Himself and His will sufficiently.
(II Tim. 3:16,17; II Peter 1:3; Matt. 11:27-30)

2) Our desire should not be just to know about God, but to
know God in the since of having a relationship and
fellowship with Him.

3) Saving knowledge involves obedience and submission to
God. (I John 2:3; 5:13; II Thess. 1:7-10; Hosea 4:6)

d. We are limited in our ability to fully comprehend GOD!

1) “Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out
the Almighty unto perfection?...The measure thereof is
larger than the earth, and broader than the sea” (Job
11:7,9).

2) “Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the ever-
lasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth,
fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his
understanding” (Isa. 40:28).

3) “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments,
and his ways past finding out!” (Rom. 11:33; cf. Isa.
55:8,9).

e. As finite beings, we can know the infinite God only to the

extent He has revealed Himself to us. (Deut. 29:29)

4. Every lesson in this lecture series will answer, in part, the
question, “Who is the Lord?”

DISCUSSION:
I. THE GODHEAD — THREE PERSONS, BUT ONE GOD.
A. To speak of Deity is to speak of the Godhead or Godhood,
which consists of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. (Matt.
28 19; II Cor. 13:14)
. The word “Godhead” occurs three times in Scripture
(Col. 2:9; Acts 17:29; Rom. 1:20). This word signifies
“Deity”, “Divine”, “Divine nature.”
2. There is but ONE God (Deity) or Godhead. (Deut. 6:4;
Jdn. 17:3; I Tim. 2:5; James 2:9)
B. There are THREE PERSONS in this one essence of Deity —
Godhead. These three are the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
1. Gen. 1:1, “God” from Heb. elohim (plural).
2. Gen. 1:26, “Let us...” (plural pronoun).
a. God was there.
b. The Holy Spirit was there (Gen. 1:2).
¢. Christ was there (John 1:1-3; Col. 1:16).
3. “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God (elohim — plural) is
one Lord.”
a. Our “plural” is “one”.
b. Three beings of the one nature (Deity).
4. John 3:16; 14:26; 17:21-23; Matt. 3:13-17; 28:19
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5. InTJohn 5, John speaks of God, Christ, and Holy Spirit
and in verse 7 says, “For there are three that bear record
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost; and
these three are one.” Meaning they are all Deity (God).

C. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all called GOD; and all
possess the same divine attributes:

1. The Father (John 20:17).

2. The Son (John 1:1,14,17; 10:30; Phil. 2:6).

3. The Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3,4).

II. “And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM...” (Exod.

3:14).

A. The Context — Exodus 3:1-15
1. God appears to Moses at Mt. Horeb. (1-6)

a. bush burning but not consumed — power of God

b. holy ground — God’s presence

¢. put off shoes — show respect, reverence

d. God of thy fathers — Moses hid his face — He was
over-awed as he stood in the presence of God.

2. God commissions Moses to lead His people. (7-10)

a. God knows the afflictions and sorrows of Israel, and
He hears their cries.
b. God, with His mighty power, will now deliver them.

3. Moses feels inadequate and begins to make excuses.
(vs.11-15)

a. “Who am I?..” (v.11). God said, “..J will be with
thee...” (v.12).
1) Because of who God is, He and one man make a
majority!
2) Phil. 4:13
b. Moses concerned about what to say. (vs. 13-15)

B. The Question, v.13: “And Moses said unto God, Behold,
when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto
them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and
they shall say to me, What is his name? What shall I say
unto them?”

1. Considering the fact that the idolatrous nations,
including Egypt, attached different names to their gods;
Moses anticipated the Israelites, being influenced by the
idolatrous Egyptians, would ask the name of the God
who sent him.

2. Or maybe their knowledge of the God of their fathers
had weakened and Moses anticipated the need to tell
them of the nature of the God who will deliver them.

3. Moses, knowing the difficulty of convincing both the
Israelites and Pharaoh, wants to know what to say to
them.
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C. God’s Answer, v.14: “And God said unto Moses, I AM
THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the
children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.”

1. Other renderings include: “I AM WHO I AM”, “ AM
WHAT I AM”, I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE”, “I AM HE
WHO IS”, “I AM THE EXISTING ONE.”

2. While we cannot fully comprehend all that is involved in
the great “I AM”, we do know from God’s declaration of
Himself that He is:

a. SELF-EXISTENT:

1) In God, everything is original, absolute, and
independent.

2) God is not dependent for His existence upon any-
thing outside Himself.

3) Heisthealways existing one, the uncaused cause.

4) God is inherent life: “For as the Father hath life in
himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in
himself” (John 5:26).

5) He is self-sufficient and all-sufficient. Paul told
the idolatrous people in Athens concerning God,
“Neither 1s worshiped with men’s hands, as
though he needed anything, seeing he giveth to all
life, and breath, and all things” (Acts 17:25).

b. ETERNAL:

1) God is not limited by time, as man is. “..one day
1s with the Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day” (11 Pet. 3:8).

2) God is eternal, without beginning or ending.
“From everlasting to everlasting, thou art God”
(Psalm 90:2). cf. Isa. 40:28; 57:15; I Tim. 1:17.

c¢. IMMUTABLE:

1) God cannot be added to nor taken from. He does
not change or vary in His nature.

a) “For I am the Lord, I change not” (Mal. 3:6).
b) With God there is “no variableness, neither
shadow of turning” (James 1:17).

2) God’s counsel is immutable: (Prov. 19:21; Heb.
6:17,18).

3) He is the same yesterday, today, and forever
(Heb. 13:8).

d. SOVEREIGN:

1) God is SUPREME above EVERYTHING else.

2) He is the MOST HIGH GOD (Gen. 14:18; Heb.
7:11).

3) There is none like HIM (Exod. 8:10; 9:14; Deut.
33:26; Isa. 46:9).

4) All power, authority, and preeminence belongs to
DEITY (Matt. 28:18; Col. 1:18).
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5) God is ABOVE ALL (Eph. 1:21; 4:6; Phil. 2:9-11;
Compare Matt. 22:37, 38; 6:33).

6) Our God is GREAT (II Sam. 7:22; Job 36:26;
Psalm 48:1). ‘

e. LIVING and ACTIVE:

1) In contrast to the idols of men which are
inanimate and know and do nothing (Isa. 40:18;
46:5-9), GOD IS REAL, LIVING, AND ACTIVE.

2) The Bible often describes God as the LIVING
GOD (Deut. 5:26; Psalm 42:2; Jer. 10:10; Matt.
16:16; I Tim. 3:15; Heb. 3:12).

3) God is immortal and the only source of
immortality (I Tim. 1:17; 6:16).

4) God is living and active, as life implies power and
activity.

III. THE NAME OF GOD
A. “TAMTHAT I AM” (v.14). “..The Lord God of your fathers,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob
hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is
my memorial unto all generations.” (v.15).

1.

The Lord God (Jehovah God...ASV) is the name by

which God had been known from creation (Gen. 2:4).

a. This is the name that was known unto the Israelites
and their fathers — Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

b. Even the heathen knew this name of the true God of
heaven.

c¢. This name will forever distinguish Him from all false
gods (I Kings 18:36).

d. This name would be a memorial to remind all
generations of Israel of God’s covenant relation with
them.

It seems that the name “I AM THAT I AM” explains His

name JEHOVAH and should remind them of His self-

existence; His eternal and unchangeable nature and that

He is faithful and true to all His promises which should

give them assurance that He would deliver them from

their bondage in Egypt.

B. “And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the
Lord: And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto
Jacob, by the name of God Almighty; but by my name
JEHOVAH was I not known to them” (Exod. 6:2,3).

1.

We are not to take this to mean that the name
JEHOVAH was not given until the time of Moses,
because as we have noted this name was known from the
beginning (Gen. 2:4).

. The meaning seems to be that God had not yet acted in

accordance with the meaning of that name before Moses;
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the meaning of the name Jehovah being indicated in the

name “I AM THAT I AM.”

a. God is one who acts and redeems. He is able to
deliver Israel from Pharaoh’s power. (6:1)

b. Before this time, He had as “God Almighty” (EIl

. Shaddai) made a covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob that He would give their seed the land of
Canaan (6:4). This involved the promise of deliver-
ance from Egypt.

¢. Now, in the time of Moses, God will fulfill that
promise and manifest Himself as JEHOVAH to
Israel, the God who redeems.

d. “I AM THAT I AM” indicates that to know God
(Jehovah) is to know and appreciate His nature and
character.

C. The Bible places great emphasis on the Name of God.

1. There are numerous Hebrew and Aramaic names that
are applied to God in the O. T. — EL, ELOHIM, ELAH
(Aramaic), ELOAH, ELSADDAY, EL OLAM, JEHOVAH
or YAHWEH, ADONAI. N.T. — Gr. THEOS. Each of
these names emphasize various characteristics of our
great God!

2. In Bible times, in the ancient Near East, names were
sacred — identifying the very essence of a person,
whether good or bad.

a. It was said of Nabal, “..for as his name is, so is he;
Nabal is his name, and folly is with him” (I Sam.
25:25).

b. Nabal literally means “fool”.

3. The names (NAME) of God are to be held in awe and
reverent respect. These names reveal God’s infinite
nature.

a. “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in
vain” (Exod. 20:7).

b. “Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
name” (Matt. 6:9).

¢. ThedJewsrespected the name “Jehovah”to the degree
that it was not said aloud!

4. God is known where His Name is known.

a. There is no greater privilege than for man to know
and wear the name of God!

b. “..Yet thou, O Lord, art in the midst of us and we are
called by thy name; leave us not” (Jer. 14:9).

CONCLUSION:

1. The greatest disgrace of our society today is the prevalent lack
of reverence toward God and the failure to acknowledge the
great I AM!
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a. The name of the Lord is often profaned, mocked, and defamed
in public places.

b. Instead of respecting divine authority, many worship and
serve the creature more than the creator (Rom. 1:25).

2. What a timely series of lessons in this lectureship to remind us
of just who the Lord is and to increase our reverent respect and
submission to our Creator!

a. “Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the
presence of the God of Jacob” (Psalm 114:7).

b. “God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and
to be had in reverence of all them that are about him” (Psalm
89:7).

3. Paul declared, “..I know whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed
unto him against that day” (I Tim. 1:12).

4, How well do you know the Lord God of heaven?

A A A e e e N e A

He Is The Creator, First Born

Alan Adams

1. Wrap your mind around the idea of the one who created man in
general, and the female in particular, then entering the body of
a woman to emerge the “only begotten of the father” (John 1:14;
cf. Jer 31:22).

2. “He was in the world, and the world was made through him, and
the world knew him not” (John 1:10).

a. The creator was “in the world” in various senses: In the sense
of...
1) His permanent impress upon His creation, particularly
man.
2) His appearances among men in Patriarchal and Jewish
history.
3) The person and work of the Patriarchs and later Jewish
leaders.
4) The person and work of the prophets.
5) The Law of Moses and the nation of Israel.
6) Especially, the incarnation.
b. Not only was He “in the world,” but the world “was made
through him”; this gives great irony then to the fact that,
c. “the world knew him not.”
1) The sentient, cognitive, conscious, and conscience-
possessing world: man.
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2) The perplexing and ultimately destructive problem facing

man is: It has not known Him.

a) Many do not recognize Him.

b) Many do not understand Him (1 Cor. 2:8).

¢) Many do not approve of or love Him (cf. Psa. 1:6; Matt.
7:23).

3. Jesus, our Lord, is truly many-splendored. Perhaps focusing

upon the splendor and significance the Creator himself entering
his Creation to make of sinners a “new creation” will bow stiff
necks and humble hard hearts.

DISCUSSION:
I. EXPLICIT PROOF.

A. John 1:1-3, 10

1. Regarding Christ, we see: eternality, coexistence, and
nature.
2. “all things were made”
a. All things [pantal: everything of a class; in this case,
“made things”
b. Made [ginomai: aorist form]: of what comes into
existence; made, brought into existence.
c. egeneto: aorist indicative, indicating prior non-
existence
3. “through him”:
a. dia autou: agency.
b. Implied executor: God.
4, “without him”:
a. No exception as to “made” things
b. Christ, then, was not “made”
5. “the world (kosmos) was made through him”

. Hebrews 1:2, 10-12

1. “through Him” (Note above)

2. “made” [poieo: aorist form: of God’s creative activity;
create (cf. Matt. 19:4)

3. The “worlds” laion, pll: as a spatial concept, of the
creation as having a beginning and moving forward
through long but limited time; universe, world

4, vv.10-12
a. The “father,” “God,” addresses the “Son,” as “Lord”
b. “the beginning” (Note above)

c. “foundation of the earth,” “the heavens”
1) “thou...laid”
2) “works of thy hands”

d. Distinction between the Creator and his Creation:
Temporality and Eternity.

C. Colossians 1:16-17

1. “created” [ktizol: create; to call into being; only of God’s
creative activity.



WHO IS THE LORD? — Sept. 2005 13

2. “all things” (note above)
3. “visible and invisible”: Material and celestial beings
4. “consist”: Have existence and continuity.

II. IMPLICIT PROOF.

A.

B.

Only the Creator should be worshiped (cf. Romans 1:)
1. Christ should be worshiped;

2. Christ, then, is Creator.

Christ is God (cf. my lord, my god, only one is good; only
God can forgive sin)

1. God created the Heavens and the earth.

2. Christ created the Heavens and the earth.

The Creation manifests the glory of God.

1. Christ has all the glory of God;

2. Therefore, Christ is Creator.

Christ “built the house” (Heb. 3:3-4)

1. God “built all things”

2. Therefore, God “built the house”

III. JESUS AND JEHOVAH (HEB. 1:10-12).

A.

Inspiration has the Father addressing the Son as the

creator of the universe.

1. He applies to the Son an Old Testament passage which
refers to Jehovah’s work in creation.

2. Jehovah, then, and the Son, “Lord” are one and the
same.

The heavens are the “works” of the “hands” of the Son

1. Jehovah God “alone stretcheth out the heavens” (Job
9:7-9)

2. The Son created the heavens with His own hands

3. Therefore, the Son is Jehovah God.

IV. AGENT AND ORIGINATOR.

A.

/o a =

Some (e.g., Jehovah’s Witnesses) view Jesus as creator in a

secondary sense; that he was but the mediator in the

process.

Their argument rests upon the prepositional phrase,

“through him” (dia autou) [note above]

Response: The same phrase is often used of God as well (cf.

Rom. 11:36; Heb. 2:10; 1 Cor. 8:6).

Then, of course, the same formulation is used with

reference to Christ (Col. 1:16-18).

ek, dia, eis

1. “From,” “through” and “to”

2. These formulations only show that whether reference is
to God in general, or Christ in particular, it all has
reference to Divine creation.
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V. CHRIST'S MARVELOUS CREATIONS.

VI

A.
B.
C.

The physical universe. (as show)

Old Testament Israel (cf. Heb. 3:3-4)

The church (2 Cor. 5:17-19; Matt. 16:18; 1 Cor. 3:11; Eph.
2:19-21; 3:5ff).

APPLICATIONS.

A.

B
C.
D

Miraculous works of Christ: The Creator manipulating and
wielding authority over his creation.

. The melding of both Creator and the Created: “Great is the

mystery of godliness” (Titus 3:16)
Laws governing each of His creations (universe, Israel, the
church).

. Humility and submission: The created does not argue with

the creator.

CONCLUSION:

1. He “made” the world.

He was/has been/is “in the world.”

What folly, then, that the “world knew him not”

2.
3.

He Is The True Vine
John 15:1-8
Kenneth Burleson

A figure of speech often used in the Bible. Psa. 80:8-16; Isa.
5:1-7; Jer. 2:21; Hos. 10:1

Jesus is the true vine. v.1

a. He is the genuine vine.

b. Perfect for fruit bearing.

The Father is the “husbandman.” v.1
a. Not a hired labourer.

b. But the owner.

Others strange. Jer. 2:21

a. Matt. 15:13

b. Matt. 13:24-30, 37-42

DISCUSSION:
I. THE BRANCH.

HoOom»

Disciples — John 15:5,6

Name — Acts 11:26; I Peter 4:16
Fruit all alike, Gen. 1:11

Fruit in Branches

Christian. Acts 4:12; Col. 3:17
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F.

Branches connected to the vine by believing, repenting,
confessing and being baptized for the remission of sins.
Mark 16:16; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30; Acts 8:36,37; Rom.
10:10; Acts 2:38; I Peter 3:21

II. LIFE IS IN THE VINE.

I11.

IV.

A.

IO MEUOW

Must be connected to the vine to have spiritual life. John
1:4

In the vine we are new creatures. II Cor. 5:17

All spiritual blessings are in Christ. Eph. 1:3.

Redemption is in Christ. Eph. 1:7

We are cleansed by obeying the word. John 15:3; James 1:21
We are purged by obedience to the word. John 15:13; I Peter
1:22

Grafted in. Rom. 11:19

We are baptized into Christ. Rom. 6:3,4; Gal. 3:27

ABIDE IN CHRIST.

TED O W

Must abide in Him to bear fruit. John 15:4-6

Good deeds are not recognized outside of Christ. Matt.
7:22,23

It was necessary for Cornelius to be in Christ.

Acts 10:1,2,22 .48

Many mansions in the Father’s house. John 14:1-6

Those who die in the Lord are blessed. Rev. 14:13
Salvation is in Christ. IT Tim. 2:10

BEAR MUCH FRUIT.

moa W

We must not seek to just get by. John 15:2,4,5,8

We cannot bear fruit while practicing the works of the flesh.
Gal, 5:19-21

Must be faithful to bear much fruit. Rom. 6:22.

We are to do good unto all men. Matt. 25:34-40; Gal. 6:10
To bear much fruit we must add the Christian graces.

II Peter 1:5-11

THE FRUITLESS ARE BURNED.

>

moow

If we fall away, we must return or be cast into eternal hell.
We return by repenting, confessing and praying. Acts 8:22;
James 5:16

One can so sin as to be cut off. John 15:2,5,6

Yes, one can fall from grace. Gal. 5:4

The axe is laid unto the root of the tree. Matt. 3:10

As the rich man, the fruitless will be pleading for mercy.
Luke 16:24
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He Is The Good Shepherd

Jeff Bates

1. One could study every waking moment of his/her life and never
learn all of the characteristics and qualities that Deity
possesses, nor every facet of the relationship that God has with
his people.

2. There are many relationships in life that God used in his Word
to teach principles concerning his relationship with his people.

3. Onerelationship so used by God is the good shepherd’s relation-
ship with his sheep.

a. Jesus declared himself to be the “Good Shepherd”. (John
10:11)

b. Some deny this fact today, as they did during the lifetime of
Jesus, but he demonstrated a power possessed only by Deity.
(John 9:24-33)

c. His sheep are all of those who truly believe in him, and
therefore live by His commands. (John 10:24-26)

d. In this lesson, we will study the relationship between the
Good Shepherd and his sheep, and what one must do to be a
part of the sheepfold of the Good Shepherd.

DISCUSSION:
I. WHAT DOES THE “GOOD SHEPHERD” DO FOR HIS
SHEEP?
A. He leads them. (John 10:3)
1. “He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his

3.

name’s sake.” (Psalm 23:3)

. Although the path is difficult to travel, requiring great

effort, it is the path that leads to life. (Matt. 7:13,14;
Luke 13:23,24)
He leads by example. (1 Peter 2:21-23)

B. He goes before them. (John 10:4)

1.

2.

The Good Shepherd does not drive his sheep before him,
but rather he goes before his sheep to lead them.

He is the first to face the trials, the dangers, and the
enemies of his sheep. (Heb. 4:14,15)

C. He provides for them the abundant life. (John 10:10)

1.
2.

He provides for them a life full of blessings, both
physical and spiritual. (John 3:27; James 1:17; Eph. 1:3)
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteous-
ness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”
(Matt. 6:33)

. “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.” (Psalm 23:1)
. “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure,

pressed down, and shaken together, and running over,
shall men give into your bosom.” (Luke 6:38)
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D. He protects his sheep with his own life. (John 10:11-13)

1. “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the
tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye
were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.” (1 Peter 2:24,25)

2. “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod
and thy staff they comfort me.” (Psalm 23:4)

3. The Good Shepherd gave his life for his sheep because of
his great love for them. (John 3:16)

E. He seeks the lost sheep. (Matt. 18:11-14; Luke 15:4)

1. Every soul is precious to the Lord.

2. “I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over
one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine
Just persons, which need no repentance.” (Luke 15:7)

F. He gives his sheep eternal life. (John 10:28)

1. “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for
ever.” (Psalm 23:6)

2. No greater gift could ever be given.

II. WHAT WILL THE SHEEP DO IN RESPONSE TO THEIR
“GOOD SHEPHERD?”
A. They learn the vaice of the Good Shepherd. (John 10:4)

1. “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light.” (Matt. 11:28-30)

2. Faith is produced and strengthened only through Bible
study. (Rom. 10:17)

B. They follow the Good Shepherd. (John 10:4)

1. They follow the Good Shepherd into green pastures and
still waters. (Psalm 23:2)

2. They also follow the Good Shepherd into treacherous
places, and against their enemies. (Eph. 6:11)

3. They follow the Good Shepherd in every command, even
when they don’t like the command.

4. The sheep that fail to follow their shepherd, lead them-
selves into death and destruction. (Jer. 10:23)

C. They flee from strangers. (John 10:5)
1. The Good Shepherd warns us that there will be false
teachers disguised as his sheep. (Matt. 7:15)

2. They )will deceive and destroy many of His sheep. (Rom.
16:18

3. We must therefore mark them and avoid them. (Rom.
16:17)
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4. We cannot compromise the truth in an effort to fellow-
ship them, nor should we fellowship them.

5. If we support them, we will spend eternity with them.
(2 John 9-11)

III. HOW DOES ONE BECOME ONE OF THE GOOD
SHEPHERD'’S SHEEP?

A,
B.

One may only enter the sheepfold through the door, Jesus

Christ. (John 10:9)

One is able to enter the sheepfold because of the shedding

of the blood of the Good Shepherd. (Heb. 13:20,21; Matt.

26:28; Eph. 1:7)

One is baptized into Christ, thus into the sheepfold. (Rom.

6:3,4; Gal. 3:27)

1. Being baptized into Jesus’ death is important, because
Jesus’ blood was shed in his death. (John 19:34)

2. Thus it is in baptism that a penitent believer who has
confessed Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior is cleansed
from sin by the blood of Jesus Christ. (Rev. 1:5; Acts
22:16)

There is but one Good Shepherd, and he has only one

sheepfold. (John 10:16)

1. His sheepfold has no denominations in it, since they did
not even exist when his sheepfold was established.

2. Denominations are man-made organizations that are
going to be “rooted up” in the judgment. (Matt. 15:13)

3. If we seek to be in his sheepfold, then we seek to worship
and serve him faithfully by obeying the one faith in the
one and only spiritual body (the church) that he
established. (Matt. 16:18; Eph. 4:4-6)

4, The “other sheep” of which he speaks were Gentile
Christians, and he demands that both Jewish and
Gentile Christians be united into one sheepfold.

CONCLUSION:

1.
2.

The Good Shepherd desires to gather us all into his sheepfold
(Matt. 9:36; Mark 6:34), but the choice is ours.

The goats (those who reject the shepherd, and those who refuse
to follow the shepherd) will one day be separated from the Good
Shepherd’s sheep. (Matt. 25:32)

The Good Shepherd knows his sheep by name. (John 10:3) One
who merely cloaks himself/herself in a sheep’s wool shall not be
accepted.

Are you and your family in the Good Shepherd’s sheepfold?

A A e A v A A e e e A e A e e e A
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He Is The Light Of The World

John 8:12
Robert L. Alexander

1. Light is the greatest of all our natural resources, it is a precious
commodity.

2. Yet light is often under appreciated or undervalued; it is often
taken for granted.

3. What about the spiritual significance of light? Notice how light
is closely associated with God throughout the Bible.

a. The word of God is described as a lamp that lights our path
(Psalm 119:105). “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path.”

b. Jehovah God is a light unto the faithful (Micah 7:8). “Rejoice
not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when
I sit in darkness Jehovah will be a light unto me.” (ASV)

c. Psalm 27:1, “The Lord is my light and my salvation.”

d. I John 1:5, “..God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.”

4. Have we ever stopped to ponder the significance of the fact that
Christ is the Light of the world?

5. John 8:12, “Tam the light of the world; he that followeth me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” The same
thought is repeated in John 9:5, “As long as I m in the world, I
am the light of the world.”

a. Notice the words “I AM THE.”

1) Is a reminder of the Deity of Christ.

2) “I” and “THE” — empathic; definite — signifies no other
source of spiritual light than Christ.

3) He is “the” Light, not “a” light.

4) There are those who claim to be “the light,” but we must
be wary (II Cor. 11: 13-15) and expose and reprove “false
lights” (Eph. 5:11).

b. “Light” is a common theme throughout John’s account (in
particular the prologue which we will consider various points
from verses 4-9.)

c. “Light” (??? — phos)

1) Used in several senses: physical sense (Gen. 1:3-5), by
metonymy (Gen. 1:14:19), in reference to sun, moon, and
stars by metaphor (back to Psalm 119:105).

2) Defined
Thayer: “Used metaphorically of truth and its knowledge,
together with the spiritual purity associated with it.”
“That which is exposed to the view of all, openly, publicly.”
“Reason, mind — the power of understanding especially
moral and spiritual truth. As pertaining to Christ — ‘God
is light because light has pure and brilliant quality’.” It is
taken from an obsolete word (phao), which means “to
shine or make manifest.”
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d. The background/setting of this passage: the feast of taber-

nacles (John 7:2, 37; 8:2,20).
1) The feast of Tabernacles was in part commemorative of

Jehovah’s guidance and protection of Israel as they
wandered through the wilderness. It lasted 7 days and
was kept by the people by building and dwelling in
booths/tabernacles and offering sacrifices (Lev. 23:39-43).

2) Consider how Jehovah guided and protected Israel; the

means, a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night
(Exodus 13:21).

3) During the feast, the candles of the treasury were lit as a

reminder to the Jews that God led them out of Egypt.

4) Some possible inferences from the facts: It is not out of

line to deduce that the sun and candelabra (vs.2,20
respectively) are in view when Jesus makes this “I am”
statement of verse 12. Consider then, the sun rises early
to shed its rays, so too does Christ to shed His light upon
the world. However, the sun also sets. Eventually, the
light of Christ will leave this world when He comes again
to judge in righteousness. :

6. For the remainder of our lesion, I want us to focus on six
components associated with Christ as the Light of the world.

7. By examining these concepts, we will better understand the
significance of Christ as Light of the world.

DISCUSSION:
I. THE NECESSITY OF THE LIGHT.

A.

B.

Physical Light (Without it we could not see, everything

would be hidden, the world would lay in physical darkness,

life would not be possible).

Spiritual Light

1. To fully comprehend the necessity of Spiritual Light, we
must go all the way back to the Garden of Eden (Gen.

2:15-18; 3:1-24).

a. God provided man with all he needed in the garden,
yet He also instructed on what man was not to do
(2:16-17, they were not to eat of the tree of knowledge
of good and evil — a specific command).

b. However, God’s law was transgressed (3:6-7). How?
Temptation by the serpent played a part. They
listened to a lie and yielded to the temptation.

c. As aresult, they did not die physically at that time.
Physical death was brought into the world as well,
but they also suffered spiritual death as a result of
their sins. (I John 3:4 “Whosoever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression
of the law.”)
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2.

3.

Sin is darkness. Darkness is a metaphor representing

evil, wickedness, etc. . Consider what darkness revolves

around:

a. Death (Job 10:21, “The land of darkness and the
shadow of death.”)

b. Error (Eph. 5:11, “Hauve no fellowship with the un-
fruitful works of darkness but rather reprove them.”)

c. Satan — His kingdom of darkness. (Col. 1:13)

‘d. Sadly, so many in the world today are in the

darkness of sin. The world reflects it. (Terrorism,
murder, drug and alcohol usage, greed, filthy
language, porn, false religion, adultery, etc.)

Thus, the need for Christ, the Light of the world.

II. THE QUALITIES/BENEFITS OF THE LIGHT.
A. Physical Light

1.
2.

4,

Without light, there could be no life. (re-emphasize) —

provides energy, oxygen, etc..

Is there any wonder then we have recorded for us the

beginning of physical life in the creation account of

Genesis? (Gen. 1:3, “And God said, ‘Let there be light:’

and there was light.” (Christ as the Word is Creator —

thus the source of physical life as well).

Provides us with the ability to see things clearly.

Whether it is. light from the sun, moon, fire (which

burns, but yet also can illuminate); God provided Israel

fire at night to give light (Psalm 105:39, “He spread a

cloud for a covering; and fire to give light in the night.”)

a. Illuminates

b. Reveals — nothing left unexposed, what was hidden,
no longer hidden.

Provides protection — security lights deter thieves from

entering one’s home.

B. Christ, our Spiritual Light.

1.
2.

Without the light of Christ, we would be lost, dead in

trespasses and sins. (Rom. 3:23; 6:23)

As the light of the world, Christ.

a. Illuminates our pathway. He has shown us the way
to the Father (John 14:6) through Him.

b. Reveals. Ties back to John 3:19, revealed the evil
deeds of men.

1) Christ has revealed the truth (John 8:32), thus,
we can distinguish truth from error.

2) Guy N. Woods notes, “Light as here used (in the
text, RLA) is not synonymous with salvation but
is the source from which it springs since where
there is no light there is no salvation...” (Christ
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3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

has revealed how man can be saved (Matt.
28:28-30; Mark 16:15-16).

Christ has revealed what vain worship is (Matt.
15:9).

Christ has revealed the consequences of sin (Luke
13:13).

Christ has revealed the Father to mankind (John
14:7-11).

Christ has revealed what true worship involved
(John 4:24).

Christ has revealed that man chooses which path
through life he takes (Matt. 7:13,14).

. Protects us if we are in Him and faithful to Him —

helps to withstand the wiles of the devil.

1)

2)

. Gives life (John 1:4) (light=life)
. Gives spiritual sight (consider John 9:5)

Here Jesus uses “I am the light of the world” as a

synonym of truth.

How does the blind man relate, especially in

terms of the light of the world?

a) Physically, this man could not see. Jesus
allowed Him to see the light.

b) As has been mentioned, we must have light in
order to see.

¢) Yet, this granting of physical sight was not all.
Jesus also gave him spiritual sight, which is a
key theme of this particular context.

d) This man began to see and understood Jesus
to be the Son of God (9:35-38).

e) Another key is that it shows that the Light
was in the world. He was going to continue in
faithful service to the Father, He was going to
show forth the truth.

III. THE WITNESSES OF THE LIGHT.

A.

We can know that there is light in the world. We have

recorded for us in Holy Writ, the work of those who bore

witness of the Light.

Examples:

1. The prophets prophesied of Christ, the light of the world.
a. They prophesied of His coming, His birth, His suffer-

ings.

1)

b. They prophesied of the fact that He was/is the Light.

Isaiah 9:2, “The people that walked in darkness
have seen a great Light: they that dwell in the land
of the shadow of death upon them hath the light
shined.” (Fulfilled in Matt. 4:13-16)
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2) Zacharias echoed similar words at Christ’s birth
(Luke 1:78ff).

3) Simeon also spoke of Christ as the light (Luke
2:30-32).

2. The Father bore witness of His only begotten Son.

a.
b.

C.

d.

At Christ’s baptism (Matt. 3:16-17).

At His transfiguration (Matt. 17:5, “this is my beloved
Son in whom I am well pleased, hear ye Him.”
Through the resurrection of Christ (Rom. 1:3-4
declared to be the Son of God with power by the
resurrection from the dead).

Christ is the brightness, effulgence (light) of God’s
glory (Heb. 1:3).

3. John the Baptizer

a.

b.

Prophesied as the forerunner of Christ (Malachi
4:5-6; Isaiah 40:3. Fulfillment (Matt. 3:1-3, Mark
1:1-4; Luke 3:3-6).
John 1:6-7, “There was a man sent from God whose
name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear
witness of the Light, that all men through Him might
believe.”
1) “Sent from God” — authority given him by God.
2) Came to reveal the grace of God that was to come,
Christ.
3) Vs.8-9 state John’s association with the Light.
a) An example: the moon does not light itself, it
reflects the light of the sun.
b) John was the moon reflecting the light that
pointed to Jesus.
¢) John simply pointed to the life that is only
found in Christ, the light of the world. (John
3:29, “Behold the lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world.”)

4. The Apostles saw the works of Christ. They heard His
words and saw the miracles He performed. They
witnessed His death, burial, and resurrection. They
preached the facts of the Gospel, consisting of these
three aspects, beginning on the Day of Pentecost in Acts
2. They also bore witness of Christ in their faithfulness
and hardships they suffered through the proclamation of
the word.

5. First Century Christians and Christians today.

a.

b.

They were united with one accord. (Acts 2:46) The
faithful are required today as well did not
compromise truth with error.

They carried the Gospel into all the world.
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C.

They reflected Christ’s life in their lives. Are we
reflecting the light of Christ (Matt. 5:14-16) in our
lives?

IV. THE AVAILABILITY OF THE LIGHT.

A. Available for all mankind, both physical and spiritual light.
1. The sun shines down upon all mankind.
2. Various sources of physical light for mankind, yet only

ONE source of spiritual light: Christ.

B. The light of Christ shine through the Gospel (I Tim. 1:10
“..brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel.”

C. God’s grace has been revealed to all mankind (Titus
2:11-14). It is up to man to make the proper application of
that grace.

V. THE RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT.
A. To receive the light is to obey the commands of the Gospel.
1. We are called out of darkness and into the light of Christ
by the Gospel (I Peter 2:9, II Thess. 2:14).
2. The Gospel is God’s power unto salvation (Rom. 1:16).
3. The Gospel is that which brings the light of Christ into
our lives.
B. To receive the light also means that we are to continually
walk in it (I John 1:7).
1. The way of Christ is our path of progress through life.
He has illuminated the way in which we are to follow.

a.

C.

We are to show Christ first in our lives. That is, what
“Christian” means — “Christ-like.” Are we following
the pattern that Christ has illuminated for us to
follow in living?

Are we “walking the walk” or are we just “talking the
talk” and not putting the things we claim to be doing
into practice as Christians?

Are we “practicing what we preach?”

2. Christ has said we are to follow Him. If we do, we will
not walk in darkness.

a.

b.

Zerr: “To walk means to conduct one’s self according
to the teaching Jesus gives.”

When we follow Christ, we follow the Truth. Christ is
the embodiment of Truth. He is the Word incarnate
(John 1:1-ff),

“Stepping in the Light” — a song we often sing. This
is also true when we adhere to and abide in the
doctrine, the Light of Christ. When we do so we are
truly led in “paths of light.”
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VI. THE REJECTION OF THE LIGHT.
A. It is possible to reject the light that Christ gives.
1. John 3:19, “And this is the condemnation, that light is
come into the world and men loved darkness rather than
light, because their deeds were evil.”

a.

d.

Men love darkness more than the Light both in the
days of Christ, and will still quest after darkness
until Christ comes again.

When we reject Christ and His teaching, we remain
in darkness, with no hope at all. (Luke 13:3)

As we look to our society today, especially here in
America, the gross immorality seen shows us that
many today would rather wallow around in darkness
than walk in the light of Christ that leads us to
Heaven.

However, darkness will not overcome the light (John
1:5)

2. 1 John 1:6, “If we say that we have fellowship with Him
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth.”

a.

There are those who claim to be “religious” that say
they are “God’s children”, yet have never obeyed the
Gospel, this verse refutes that claim. They are
walking in darkness. (i.e. denominationalism)
There are those in the Lord’s church who have
departed from the faith (i.e. liberalism) who still
claim to be faithful. Again, WRONG, this verse
refutes that notion. They are liars. They are walking
in darkness and are far from the truth.

3. The Jews rejected Christ (John 1:9-11),
4. The Pharisees rejected Christ (John 8:13-20).

B. Rejection of the Light ultimately leads to our eternal
damnation (Rev. 21:8).

CONCLUSION
. The Light that Christ offers to mankind is available and is
beneficial to all.

2. However, in order to reap the benefits of the Light of Christ, we
must receive it and then continue in it. If we reject it, we will
ultimately lose our souls in Hell.

3. Through the Light of Christ, we have hope of salvation, of
eternal life. Let us never lose sight of these facts.

P N N N N I T PV VP R I I o
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He Is The Door Of The Sheep

Windell R. Fikes

1. Biblical text: John 10:1-10

2. Key verse: “Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I
say unto you, I am the door of the sheep” (John 10:7).

Key points of John 10:1-10

3.

S0 O Ae o

s s

. Jesus is the door of the sheep.
. Jesus is the only door of the sheep.

Those who enter any other way are thieves and robbers (v.1).

. His own sheep hear His voice (v.3).
. Jesus calls His own sheep by name (v.3).

His sheep follow Him (v.4).

. His sheep will not follow a stranger (v.5).
. Salvation promised to those who enter through Jesus, the

door (v.9).

Thieves come to steal, kill and destroy (v.10).

Jesus came that they (the sheep who follow Him) might have
abundant life (v.10).

DISCUSSION:

I. JESUS IS THE ONLY DOOR THROUGH WHICH MAN
MAY ENTER FOR SALVATION.
A. The expression “verily, verily” (John 10:1) is a continuation

of Jesus’ discussion with the Pharisees in chapter 9:39-41.
See also John 1:51, 8:34, 51, & 58.
1. “Verily, Verily” does not introduce a fresh topic, but is a
continuation of a discourse (Robertson 173, Barnes 286).
2. Jesus describes the Pharisees as:
a. blind guides (John 9:39-40)
b. thieves and robbers (10:1, 8, 10; Judas — John 12:6;
Barabbas —John 18:40; two robbers — Matt. 27:38, 44;
thief — Mark 11:17)
c. the voice of strangers (v.5)
3. Presumptuous authority of the Pharisees (John 9:24, 29)
Jesus has all authority (Matt. 7:24-29, 28:18).
1. Jesus speaks, teaches and acts with complete authority
unlike the scribes and Pharisees (Matt. 7:29; John 7:46;
9:16-17, 24-25, 29-30).
The porter, most likely, is represented by God the Father
v.3).
Jesus is the Door (vs. 1, 2, 7, & 9).
The sheepfold is the church (vs.1,16).
There is only one fold (v.16).
a. The one fold is the one body (I Cor. 12:13, 20, 27).
b. The one body is the church (Eph. 1:22-23, 5:23-25;
Col. 1:18).

AR
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c. There is only one body and, therefore, there is only
one church!

6. The sheep are the disciples of Jesus (vs. 3, 4, 9 & 10).

II. ONLY THOSE WHO ENTER THROUGH THE DOOR
(JESUS) WILL BE SAVED.
A. How does one enter the door to be saved?

1.

Obedience to the Gospel of Jesus Christ (II Thess. 1:7-9;

John 6:45).

a. “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved”
(Mark 16:16)

b. The ones who believe and are baptized will be saved.

c. The ones who will not believe and be baptized will be
condemned [damned] i.e. lost.

. “Butyou have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine

[teaching], which was delivered you...” (Rom. 6:17).

a. “Being then made free from sin, ye became the
servants of righteousness” (Rom. 6:18).

b. The obedient one is delivered from sin.

¢. The disobedient one remains bound by the yoke of
sin.

Salvation is through Jesus the door (Gal. 3:23-29).

a. “..the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto
Christ that we might be justified by faith” (v.24).

b. “For ye are all the children of God by [through] faith
in Christ Jesus” (v. 26).

c. “Foras many of you as have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ” (v. 27).

d. Simply stated: you are because you were, i.e., you are
now children of God because you were baptized into
Christ.

Obedience to the Gospel saved the Corinthians (I Cor.

15:1-4).

a. The Gospel was the “good tidings,” “glad tidings,”
“good news” (Matt. 4:23; Gal. 1:11; I Cor. 4:15, 15:1).

b. The “Gospel” [good news] was preached (v.1).

c. You “received” i.e. accepted the Gospel. You heard
the Gospel. You believed the Gospel and you were
baptized as the Gospel teaches (Acts 18:8).

d. Those who heard, believed and were baptized,
entered through the door and were saved.

. Paul’s instruction to the Romans (Rom. 6:1-4).

a. Those who were baptized were baptized into Christ
Jesus were:
1) Baptized into His death
2) Buried with Him in baptism
3) Raised to walk in newness of life
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6.

7.

b. Note: One cannot be raised unless he is buried. He is
buried in baptism. Therefore, one cannot walk in a
new life until he is baptized!

Interesting quote from the past: “It is most likely that in

the Apostolic age when there was but ‘one Lord, one

faith, and one baptism,’” and no differing denominations
existed, the baptism of a convert by that very act
constituted him a member of the church, and at once
endowed him with all the rights and privileges of full
membership. In that sense, ‘baptism was the door [emp.
wrfl into the church.” Now it is different...” (The

Standard Manual for Baptist Churches, Edward T.

Hiscox, D.D., The American Baptist Publication Society,

1951 Edition, Philadelphia, USA, Chapter 1V, Church-

Membership, page 22).

When, may we ask, did the Scriptures change?

III. WHO ARE THE ROBBERS, THIEVES AND STRANGE
VOICES OF TODAY?
A. All denominational preachers in all denominational
churches.
All preachers, teachers and leaders in all churches of Christ
who teach false doctrines such as:

B.

N oW

Grace only

Faith only

Baptism not essential to salvation

Mechanical instruments of music acceptable in worship
Hell not eternal

Divorce and remarriage for causes other than fornication
acceptable to God

Allowing women to lead prayers, direct singing, assist in
serving the Lord’s Supper and teaching men in public
worship

CONCLUSION:

1. Jesus is the door of the sheep. We are the sheep. It is only
through Jesus, the door, that by hearing and following his voice
that we can be saved.

2. All other ways and voices are of Satan and following them will
lead us to destruction. Don’t follow them!

P I I I e T ]
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He Is The Bread Of Life

Don Tate

1. There have been multitudes of sermons spoken and written on
the subject of “Jesus is the Bread of Life.” But how many people
really understand what it means?

2. Jesus was being tempted by the devil at the beginning of His
ministry and He told the devil, “..1t is written, Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God.” Matt. 4:4
a. Jesus wanted the devil to know that man needs more than

just the bread that is baked, fried or grilled.

DISCUSSION:
I. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF BREAD?
A. Your viewpoint for the purpose of bread will depend upon
your background and how you have used bread in the past.

1.

Bread is made up of many different ingredients depend-
ing upon which type of bread you desire. There are such
breads as French, Italian, corn, white, cheese, cinnamon,
onion, rye, wheat, multi-grain, raisin, sour-dough, and
many other kinds. Your taste for a particular bread will
be different than another person.

Breads can come in different colors, especially at certain
times of the year for holidays and special occasions. The
main thing it does is satisfy your taste.

B. Some use bread for different purposes.

1.

In the United States, bread is something one will have to
go along with a meal or to enhance a meal.

2. In many countries, it is a meal itself. It is used to dip in

a sauce or soup as a complete meal.

C. Justas bread has a different importance to different people,
so does Jesus Christ.

1.

2.

Jesus stated in John 6:35, “T am the bread of life: he that

cometh to me shall never hunger....”

a. Jesus was teaching that He is the One that sustains
life. If a person will come unto Him, then that
individual will find true satisfaction.

b. Have you ever been hungry and you couldn’t find
anything to satisfy you? Many people feel that way in
the religious world concerning spiritual things.

1) Perhaps this is why there is so much religious
division? People are crying out for help because
they are starving to death.

Jesus is more than just a piece of bread. He is the whole

loaf. There is no other piece of bread that will satisfy

you. You need to be totally committed unto Him! If you
are, then you can expect to have real life.
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a. Jesus said, John 11:26, “And whosoever liveth and
believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?”

1) The purpose of Jesus is to give you eternal life
(John 3:16-17). No other person can give you that.

II. HOW DOES ONE FIND BREAD?

A. In most countries, there are grocery stores or markets
where a person can go to buy bread.

1. We should be aware that some people are trying to buy
Jesus with their good deeds, but are failing to humble
themselves (Matt. 6:1-4) in obedience to the Gospel
(II Thess. 1:7-8).

B. Some families will purchase the necessary ingredients and
make their own bread.

1. Some are trying to make their own Lord or Bread. They
will claim that any bread will do (Acts 17:22-23). They
are saying that it doesn’t make any difference what is in
the bread, for it is all the same.

a. Many people think that all religious people will go to
heaven whether they believe in Jesus, Mohammed,
Buddha, or whether they just believe in God and
refuse Jesus as the Son of God, such as found in
Judaism. Is that the truth (John 6:42-28)? No!

C. The apostle Peter spoke about the incorruptible word of God
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