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DEDICATION

This book is conscientiously dedicated to any lover of God’s
Word who truly enjoys studying the Bible. It is especially dedicated
to those young men who may find within it a greater desire to
preach the gospel, and may it assist them in that task.

COPYRIGHT

The book is purposely sent forth without a copyright, as is
every other publication by this author. It is hoped that all will
feel free to use this material in any way that will further the Cause
of our Lord, and to that end permission is herewith granted. May
no part of this work ever be restricted or curtailed by any copyright.



INTRODUCTION

This book is an accumulation of work done on charts over a
period of thirty years. Practically all of them later appeared in
The Vindicator while the author was editor. This book is arranged
so that each chart would be followed by a sermon in brief, to assist
those who desired to use it in preaching. The original poems have
been used as “fillers” to help the appearance of the book, and give
pleasure to those who enjoy them.

For the most part, the Authorized, or King James Version, is
used. The author has not sought “depth” and “scholarship” in the
lessons, but TRUTH. The lessons are simple and understandable,
with no “obtuse logic” to hide the simplicity of the gospel of Christ.
“Charting the Old Paths” also means returning to the Bible, and
accepting the primative order of things. The world will never outgrow
its need for a clear concise statement of the fundamental doctrine
of our Lord.

Even before the work is finished, some mechanical and typo-
graphical errors have been found. These will be eliminated in later
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reprints of the book. Since the author served as proof-reader, make-
up man, camera man, stripper, and plate-burner, it was easy to
overlook matters that should have been caught.

May this volume serve only to advance God’s Truth, and we
trust that all may use it freely.

Biographica!l Sketch of the Author

Dillard Wills Thurman was born in Paris, Texas, on June 13,
1911. He was the fifth of eleven children born to Luther M. and
Kate A. Thurman. Most of his childhood was spent in Beckham Co.,
in Western Oklahoma. He attended one year at Cordell Christian
College in Oklahoma, one year at Harding College, Morrilton, Ark-
ansas, and received his B. A. Degree from Southwestern State Col-
lege at Weatherford, Oklahoma. He began preaching during his first
year in college, and continued it while teaching school for one year,
and working for the Oklahoma State Highway Department as pay-
roll clerk for two years. He began devoting full time to preaching
in 1939. He has served as local minister for churches in Weatherford,
Granite, Drumright, Cushing, Frederick and Norman, Oklahoma.
In Texas he has worked with churches in Marshall, Mineola, Corsicana
and Fort Worth. After preaching for more than 30 years, he gave
up public preaching for preaching through the printed page, believing
he could reach even more with the gospel message.

In 1942 he began publishing a small weekly, “Gists of Truth.”
In only a year and a half the circulation climbed to more than 3.500.
But war-time restrictions on paper forced its close. Gospel Minutes
was begun in 1951. In fourteen years this weekly paper has climbed
to the second position among all the weeklies in the brotherhood,
having a circulation of more than 27,000 in the first of 1965. In 1956
he purchased The Vindicator from E. C. Fuqua, when Bro. Fuqua
decided he had to give up its work. This monthly was continued
for over eight years, until its circulation was combined with Gospel
Minutes in 1965. The charts found in this book are those which were
first run in The Vindicator.

Dillard Thurman and Ferne Marjorie Ayres were married at
Weatherford, Oklahoma, September 6, 1936. She has been a true
“help meet” for him as preacher, editor and printer. She has the
demanding task of handling the constantly growing and changing
mailing lists, filling orders, and much of the correspondence. She is
a full-time emplovee in the publication, as well as house keeper.
Their son, Rance Thurman, is assuming more and more responsibility
in the printing plant, doing most of the press work, along with some
camera work, stripping, plate burning, and other chores. Their
daughter, Marta Gale, is enrolled in Fort Worth Christian as a
Junior High Student.
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THE THREE RELIGIOUS AGES 9

Our chart depicts some of the peculiarities of each of the three
religious dispensations. A study of them will disclose God’s gradual
development in the governing of man—not that God was unable to
perfect His plan immediately; but rather, man was unable to grasp
and receive the greater dispensation of grace. Therefore, God took
man step by step in the family system, the national system, on to the:
universal system, the highest we can attain.

The Patriarchal system of religion dealt with the family unit.
The father, the head of the family, was the spiritual head as well
From this we get the term Patriarchal, meaning “father rule.” The
law began with Adam. Under it were the animal sacrifices, as
shown by Abel’s offering (see Gen. 4:4; Heb. 11:4). Under this reli-
gious age we read of Noah’s ark, a type of the church. And even
under this twilight age, we find the gospel being preached in promise
(Gal. 3:8). Under this religious age there was no sabbath, nor is
there found the slightest inference that man even knew that God
had rested on the seventh day. The sabbath idea was given later for
a specific people and definite purpose (see Deut. 5:14-15). This law
was over all people until the Jews were parted from it with the
giving of the Law of Moses. However, it remained in effect for the
Gentiles (Nations), until it was taken away at the cross.

The Jewish dispensation was governed by the Law of Moses,
and was a national system of religion, having national priests,
prophets and rulers. It was to govern the Israelites, those people
who had come out of Egyptian bondage. Under this system there
was the offering of animal blood, the continuation of the law of
works, and the offering of animal sacrifices upon the national altar.
In this dispensation we read of the tabernacle as a type of the
church, and still later the temple became an additional type. The
gospel was preached in prophecy (see Rom. 1:1-3). God did not in-
tend that this system of religion should last indefinitely, nor that
it should govern all people. It was limited in its scope from the be-
ginning. Under this dispensation we find the sabbath was given, and
was peculiar to this system alone! It was given only to a certain
people (see Exo. 20:8: 31:16-17). This memorial was only for trose
who had been delivered from Egyptian bondage. Since the Israelites
alone had the Scriptures, they alone knew that the Lord had rested,
and that they should rest. The observance would have had meaning
for none other!

We want to fully study the contrast of these three dispensations
as we view the superiority of the Christian age. First, we note this
age was glorified through its author. The Patriarchal dispensation
looked to Adam as its head; the Jewish looked to Moses; but the
Christian dispensation has Christ, the Son of God, as its Head. We
read that God “hath put all things under his feet and gave him to
be head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness
of him that filleth all in all” (Eph. 1:22-23). “And he is the head of
the body, the church” (Col. 1:18). Surely we must recognize the
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superiority of the church since its head is the Son of God!

Under the first two dispensations there was the offering of
animal sacrifices, which could not atone for man’s sins. Yet blood was
necessary, for it is said, “And almost all things are by the law
purged with blood; and without the shedding of blood is no remis-
sion.” (Heb 9:22). But animal blood offered under those earlier laws
could not take away sins. “For it is not possible that the blood of
bulls and goats should take away sins” (Heb. 10:4). But the Son of
God offered Himself to accomplish what had not been possible be-
fore, “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: in whom we have
redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins” (Col.
1:13-14). His blood was shed for our salvation (see Matt. 26:28; Eph.

1:7). By that-precious blood we have been purchased as God’s own. .

possession (Acts 20:28).

From Noah’s ark and the family altar, God first developed the
Jews through use of the tabernacle and temple. But the fulness of
the plan was to be realized in the church of God. Jesus promised to
build it (Matt. 16:18), and God later was adding to it all the saved
(Acts 2:42, 47). It is the medium through which God is now glori-
fied (Eph. 3:21). Jesus Christ gave Himself for it and is the Saviour
of it (Eph. 5:23-25). It is His body (Col. 1:18), and men must respect
it. All the saved of earth make up its present membership. It is uni-
versal in its scope.

Whereas the gospel was preached in promise and prophecy be-
fore, the Christian age has the gospel of the kingdom in fact. That
gospel was preached concerning the death, burial and resurrection
of our Lord for our sins (1 Cor. 15:1-4). This “good news” was soon
preached to every creature under heaven, and all men had heard
(Col. 1:5-6; Rom. 10:17). It was proclaimed as “the power of God
unto salvation.” (Rom. 1:16). People were to hear and obey it, or
else suffer eternal loss (2 Thes. 1:7-9). Jesus Christ became the
author of salvation to all who would obey (Heb. 5:8-3). We must
obey or be lost.

The people under the Patriarchal age did not know of the sab-
bath. It was given to the Jews. But no sabbath was given to the
Christian. From the seventh day observance of rest, we find the
early Christians had an observance on the first day of the week that
set it apart as a Aday of religious activity and worship (Acts 20:7,
1 Cor. 16:2). But rather than looking to this day as a day of rest,
they were told, “There remaineth therefore a rest to the peovle of
God” (Heb. 4:9). Our Sabbath awaits after our brief day of labor
in this world.

The Old Testament or Will of God to man had to be removed
before the New Testament or Will could be operative. Therefore
the Old had to pass away. “Then said he, Lo, I am come to do thy
will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the
second.” (Heb. 10:9). Again it was noted, “For if that first covenant
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had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the
second.” (Heb. 8:7). This old order was to pass away to give room
for that which was better. “For there 1s verily a disannulling of the
commandment going before for the weakness and unprofitableness
thereof. For the law could make nothing perfect, but the bringing
in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God.”
(Heb. 7:18-19). The Old gave place to the New!

The Old Testament ended at the cross of Christ, and this then
allowed Christ's Testament to become effective. This is spelled out
rather specifically in Eph. 2:11-17. That it also brought the Gentiles
into covenant relationship with God is shown also in these words:
“But now, in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were afar off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made
both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between
us; having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of com-
mandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain
one new man, so making peace; and that he might reconcile both
unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:
and came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to
them that were nigh. For through him we both have access by one
Spirit unto the Father.” If there were no other passage dealing with
this matter, this would clearly prove the Old Testament passed away
at the cross, and both Jew and Gentile were brought to God by
the blood of Christ! Later Paul spoke of this in saying that God
had brought these blessings by “Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took
it out of the way, nailing it to the cross.” (Col. 2:14). The Old was
removed by the death of Christ, that His Will could become of force,

The superiority of the New Testament is referred to in Heb. 9:
15-17— “And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament
that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions
that were under the first testament, they which are called might
receive the promise of eternal inheritance, For where a testament is,
there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a
testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no
strength at all while the testator liveth.” Can’t vou see that the two
previous dispensations were removed for something far better? God
had a more perfect law to give unto men! But Christ’s Testament
could not become effective until His death had remove the other
dispensations, that Jew and Gentile might be reconciled in this one
religious dispensation!

The Christian Age began at Pentecost, when the Will of Christ
was probated by His administrators whom He had chose. The
terms of His Will and Testament were made known, and those who
met those terms became heirs of God (Acts 2:36-42). This age will
last till the end of time: for Jesus declared, “Heaven and earth
hsall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” (Matt. 24:35).
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THE HOLY SPIRIT'S WORK IN REVELATION 13

One of the grandest themes of the Bible, and one of the most
intriguing studies, is that of the Holy Spirit’s work in delivering
God’s Word and revealing the sweet story of salvation. Yet much of
the confusion and strife which now plagues the religious world
springs from the ignorance and false teaching surrounding this sub-
ject. There is no valid reason for this lack of understanding, which
now spawns discord and division. While it is true that the Holy
Spirit did not present a detailed analysis of His own personality,
yet this third figure of the Godhead gave a detailed account of His
work in relation to the salvation of man. Jesus said, “Howbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he shall guide you into all the
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall
hear, that shall he speak; and he will shew you things to come. He
shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine and shew it unto you.”
(Jno. 16:13-14). Thus Jesus stated that the Holy Spirit would do a
great work, but would not seek to glorify His own office.

Rather than searching for information concerning the person-
ality of the Holy Spirit, we shall give ourselves to a study of His
great work in revealing the words of life to a lost and ruined world.
And the importance of the work of the Holy Spirit is evaluated by
it being mentioned in the first book, the first chapter, and only the
second verse of the entire Bible! Of 66 books, and 1,189 chapters this
work is mentioned in the FIRST! And of over 41,000 verses in the
Bible, the Holy Spirit’s work is introduced in only the SECOND! And
from this early time when “the Spirit of God moved uvon the fare
of the deep,” the Spirit has been very active in bringing order and
design out of chaos and confusion. None should minimize the work
of the Spirit in either the material, or the spiritual realm!

The Spirit’s Work and Revelation by the Prophets

Bear in mind that God is a Being who talks. The Holy Spirit is
a Being who talks. And God has made man a being who talks. In
the Garden of Eden God talked face to face with man, for sin had
caused no barrier. But after the fall of man, he was no more worthy
to look upon the face of God! It then became necessary for God to
speak indirectly to man, or through an agency. To this end He em-
ployed the Holy Spirit. We read in Heb. 1:1-2-——“God, who at sundry
times and in divers manners spake in times past unto the fathers by
the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son.”
Here we find that God first spake unto man by the prophets, and
later by His Son. However, keep in mind that the prophets were also
human and sinned. So they could not meet God face to face either.
But in them is seen the work of the Holy Spirit in revealing God’s
word. David declared, “The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and
his word was in my tongue.” ((2 Sam. 23:2). Thus we find the Holy
Spirit spake directly unto the prophets, and they in turn spake unto
the people. This enables them to state, “And now the Lord God, and
his Spirit hath sent me.” (Isa. 48:16). The Levites recognized this
divine arrangement in revelation of God’s word, and stated in their
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prayers: “Yet many years didst thou forbear them, and testifiest
against them by thy Spirit in the prophets.” (Neh. 9:30). It was
generally understood by God’s people that the Holy Spirit inspired
the prophets and was thus instrumental in bringing forth the word
of God unto His people!

But whereas the prophets in olden times received the word of
God directly by the Holy Spirit, they then sent forth God’s word by
inspiration which the Spirit gave them. Therefore, the prophet
couldn’t command the Spirit to speak, but the Spirit moved the
prophet. This is made very plain in 2 Pet. 1:20-21: “Knowing this
first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpreta-
tion. For the prophecy came not in olden time by the will of man:
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”
Furthermore, those prophets who, by the Spirit, spake of the won-
drous salvation which was to come unto the human race, still could
not understand the message which the Spirit gave (1 Pet. 1:10-12).
Thus it is shown that prophets spake things so deep in prophetic
utterances by the Holy Spirit that the message was not understood.
But all these prophecies concerning the sufferings of Christ and the
glory to follow are now preached unto us, as the Holy Spirit gave
the message to inspired men. Every such prophecy by the Holy
Spirit had to come to pass. “Men and brethren, this Scripture must
needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit by the mouth of
David spake” (Acts 1:16). There were no exceptions to this steadfast
rule. Fulfillment was necessary so that we might all have faith in
the message of the Holy Spirit!

The Spirit’s Work and Revelation by the Christ

But the Holy Spirit was even more closely allied with the Son
of God in His personal ministry. As we would expect, the Holy Spirit
was associated with the work and teaching of Jesus from the very
first. “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out
of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting upon him:
and lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.” (Matt. 3:16-17). The next verse in-
forms us that He was then led up of the Spirit to be tempted. From
that time the Spirit constantly attended Him and the special powers
afforded in miracles and signs and wonders set Him apart from all
other teachers the world had known or would know. All must have
felt this impact as Nicodemus, who said, “Rabbi, we know that thou
art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles
that thou doest, except God be with him.” (Jno. 3:2). This was veri-
fied by John who said, “He whom God hath sent speaketh the words
of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.” (Jno.
3:34). This only correlates that which Jesus said of Himself. When he
stood in the synagogue at Nazareth to read from the prophets, He
selected Isaiah’s prophecy and read, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, because He hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor;
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he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance
to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”
Then after giving the book to the attendant, Jesus said, “Today is
this Scripture fulfilled in vour ears.” (Luke 4:18-21). Thus is seen
that the Spirit delivered the word to the Christ as He taught among
men!

But that word which Christ received, He also imparted unto
others. He was inspired, but He revealed it unto men. This pattern
is shown in our reading from Luke 4:17-22, When Jesus said, “The
words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit, and they are life” (Jno.
6:63), we might paraphrase, “they are Spirit inspired and life giving.”
His word is authoritative and demands strict obedience from all. Thus
He warned, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words,
hath one that judgeth him: the word which I have spoken, the same
shall judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken of myself;
but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what
I should say, and what I should speak.” (Jno. 12:47-48). Therefore
we find that God by the Holy Spirit spake through Jesus Christ,
and we are in turn instructed of the Father’s will. God’s promise
was that such a Spirit-filled prophet would be raised. To Moses He
had said, “I will raise them up a prophet from among their brethren,
like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall
speak unto them all that I shall command him. And it shall come
to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he
shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.” (Deut. 18:18-19).
Jesus stands forth as God anointed prophet with this divine stamp
of approval: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased;
hear ye him.” (Matt. 17:5). God’s Spirit inspired this prophet in
greater measure than any other sent forth from God!

The Spirit’s Work and Revelation by the Apostles

Before leaving the earth, Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to His
apostles. He said, “I will pray the Father, and he will give you an-
other Comforter, that he may abide with you forever, even the Spirit
of truth, which the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not,
neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you,
and shall be in you.” (Jno. 14:16-17). He said, “These things have
I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” (Jno. 14:25-26). Still
later He declared, “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will
send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which pro-
ceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: and ye also shall bear
witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.” (Jno. 15:
26-27). The Holy Spirit was to come unto the apostles in Christ’s
stead after He should leave, and thus give them inspiration for a
divine message. For this cause Jesus further said, “Nevertheless 1
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tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I
will send him unto you . .. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth is
come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear that shall he speak: and he
will show you things to come.” (Jno. 16:7-13). Of course, none will
contend this promise was for ALL men! Jesus promised it only to
an elect circie —the apostles! The world was not to receive this
measure of the Spirit: it was only for the apostles!

The time of the fulfillment of these promises is not a point of
great difficulty. Jesus, just a moment before He ascended unto God,
declared, “But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come
upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8). He had told them, “And behold, I send the promise of
my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until
ye be endued with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49). The apos-
tles tarried in Jerusalem as directed, “and suddenly there came a
sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all
the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them
cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with
other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:1-4). In
his explanation of this Peter said “But this is that which was pro-
phecied by the prophet Joel; and it shall come to pass in the last
days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh.” (Acts
2:16-17). The apostles were filled with the Spirit that they might
reveal His gospel unto lost men.

This method of revelation is described by Paul in this way: “How
that by revelation was made known unto me the mystery, as I wrote
before in few words, whereby, when ye read, ye can perceive my
understanding in the mystery of Christ: which in other generations
was not made known unto the sons of men, as it hath now been re-
vealed unto his holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit” (Eph. 3:
3:5). “But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hid-
den wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory;
which none of the princes of this world knew . . . but God hath re-
vealed them unto us by his Spirit” (1 Cor. 2:7-10). If you will study
what Paul stated, you will find that it was given Paul by revela-
tion, he wrote it, they read it and thereby gained understanding!
This is how the Spirit has operated in delivering the gospel! This
moved Peter to write, “We have a more sure word of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed.” (2 Pet. 1:19). It is for us
to accept the Spirit’s teaching as given through inspired men.

The Bible is God’s inspired Word! Through it He speaks unto
man today. It cannot be destroyed, for Jesus said, “Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” (Matt.
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24:35). Through this divine revelation the Holy Spirit moves as He
instructs us of God’s will. Within it are instructions as io how man
may become a child of God. And when this has been accomplished,
then peace reigns within, for — “The Spirit himself beareth wit-
ness with our spirit, that we are children of God.” (Rom. 8:16). Both
agree and bear witness in unison, for the Spirit has taught how one
must become a child of God, and upon obedience, a man’s spirit
testifies that this has been done. After the first gospel sermon it was
recorded, “Then they that gladly received the word were baptized,
and the same day there were added unto them about three thou-
sand souls.” (Acts 2:41). They had heard the message of the Spirit
as spoken by the apostles. They had obeyed it. And then they were
added to the church, being saved from sin (Acts 2:47).

Shall We Quench the Holy Spirit?

Don’t quench the Spirit by an adamant refusal to obey the word
of God. Rather, “Receive with meekness the implanted word, which
is able to save your souls.” (Jas. 1:21). The Spirit through the gos-’
pel message leads us to believe on Christ. (Jno. 20:30-31), and also
to repent toward God and put on Christ in baptism. “For ye are all
the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you
as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” (Gal. 3:27).
This will invariably result when people gladly receive the word of
God, and believe the preaching of the kingdom and name of Christ
(Acts 2:41: 8:12). It is in this way that one is “born of water and of
the Spirit” (Jno. 3:5).

Friend, there have been occasions when the Holy Spirit has
spoken directly to men (to the prophets, to the Son, and to the apos-
tles and their associates), but He will not so address us. We have
the Bible fully revealing God’s will, and there is no place for fur-
ther revelation. The Pauline anathema rests upon anyone who
would speak otherwise (Gal. 1:6-8). For us there must be a reveren-
tial respect for God’s Word as revealed by the Spirit. This means
that we must accept as final every mandate of the Lord. We cannot
cry “non-essential” when His commands are given! We will stand
to be judged by His Word (Jno. 12:48).
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Any discerning person must readily realize that one contribu-
ting factor to religious division and discord arises from ignorance
as to just HOW God has spoken unto man, and by what means His
will has been revealed. The infidel believes that God has spoken
only through Nature, and thus rejects the Bible entirely. Yet ano-
ther will contend that God speaks directly, even as He did to man
in the Garden of Eden. Then there are those who believe that God
row speaks unto man through His revealed will, the Bible. The
claims of these conflicting views should not deter us in our search
to find out what God has said on the subject. For it is not really
important to study man’s ideas and opinions; but God’s revelation!

It is generally accepted, and divinely claimed, that the Word of
God was given for all time. For this reason Peter stated, “The word
of the Lord endureth forever” (1 Pet. 1:25). Jesus also said, “Heav-
en and earth shall pass away: but my word shall not pass away”
(Mark 13:31). After the world has been set on fire and the moun-
tains have crumbled, and the seas and firmaments are no more,
even yet God’s Word will stand to confront us in the judgment.
Jesus warned, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words,
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same
sha}l judge him in the last day” (Jno. 12:48). Many spurn the word
of Christ now, but all will have to face it then.

In our study, it is well to first establish that God once spake
through inspired prophets to His people in the Old Testament. Sam-
uel said, “The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in
my fongue” (2 Sam. 23:2). Further we read, “God, who at sundry
times and in divers manners spake in times past unto the fathers by
the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son”
(Heb. 1:1-2). But it was necessary for God to use the Spirit to chan-
nel His Word, since sin had separated man from the plane of God’s
righteousness (Isa. 59:1). But it should be kept in mind that when
God spake to the prophets, it was God’s message—not man’s. Know-
ing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private
interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:20-21). The prophet had no choice as to when,
where or what he would prophecy. Why, God made old wicked
Baalam vprophecy good for Israel when he really intended to curse
them! When the Spirit of God prompted, the prophets spake!

But the prophet had to speak as God directed him through the
Holy Spirit. And to keep any prophet from lying about being in-
spired, God said, “The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a
dream; and be that hath mv word, let him speak mv word faith-
fully.” (Jer. 23:28). He could speak God’s Word: nothing more!

But even under the Law, God made prcmise of an even greater
prophet. Unto Moses He said, “I will raise them up a prophet from
among their brethren, like unto thee, and I will put my words in his
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mouth, and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall not hearken unto
my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him”
(Deut. 18:18-19). That this was fulfilled in the Christ is shown by
his words, “For I have not spocken of myself; but the Father which
sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I
should speak” (Jno. 12:48). When Jesus stood up to read in the syna-
gogue in Nazareth, he selected, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he
hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to
the captives, and reeovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”
Handing back the book to the attendant, Jesus then said, “This
day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears” (Luke 4:16-21).

When Jesus was visited by Nicodemus, that ruler of the Jews
stated, “We know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no
man can do these miracles which thou doest, except God be with
him.” (Jno. 3:2). Jesus stood supremely alone, for none had the Holy
Spirit as he. “For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of
God; for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him” (Jno.
3:34). He had the Spirit withaut measure, and therefore could be
more effective in declaring the will of God than any other prophet
or teacher. When the officers returned, after being sent to apprehend
the Christ, they declared, “Never man spake like this man” (Jno.
7:46). And to remove the last vestige of doubt as to the authority of
Jesus to speak, God announced on the mount, “This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him” (Matt. 17:5).

On completion of his personal ministry, Jesus commissioned his
disciples to carry on the work he had come to earth to establish. He
charged, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit;
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”
(Matt. 28:19-20). But since Jesus was going away, how could he be
with them? This was possible only through the Holy Spirit. He had
given them a momentous task to perform when He commissioned
them, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature” (Mark 16:15). But he also promised them power to ac-
complish this task. This is shown by his word on leaving them, “Ye
shall receive power after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

Before he left he gave this promise: “And I will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with
you forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot re-
ceive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know
him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (Jno. 14:16-17).
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From this reading we find that the Holy Spirit was, (1) to come in
answer to Christ’s prayer, and not man’s. . (2) to be sent from the
Father. (3) to be another Comforter to them who had had the first
Comforter, the Christ. (4) to be for the apostles, but not for the
world since they could not receive this Comforter. (5) that he was
even then dwelling with the ones he would be in. Therefore, this
promise could include none save the apostles who were then living!

In this same discourse, Jesus also said, “These things have I
spoken unto you, being yet present with you. But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you” (Jno. 14:25-26). From this
Scripture we find the Holy Spirit was to complete a work of in-
struction which Christ had begun with the apostles. He would teach
them all things that they could unfold to the world the message of
salvation. He would also bring to their remembrance all that Jesus
Christ had taught them, so that their record would not be a product
of man’s puny memory, but an inspired testimecny. How could this
apply to any other than the apostles? Who has such temerity as to
claim this power is given unto him today?

Further on Jesus said, “But when the Comforter is come, whom
1 will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: and ye also shall
bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning”
(Jno. 15:26-27). Thus the Holy Spirit was promised to men who had
been with the Christ from the beginning of his ministry. The pro-
mise could not possibly extend to any now living! This was to quali-
fy them as perfect witnesses—but this could include only men who
had seen the Lord. It could not apply to some claimant of miraculous
power today!

Jesus concluded this discussion with the promise, “Nevertheless
I tell you the truth; It is expedient that I go away: for if I go not
away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will
send him unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove the world
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin because they believe
not on me; of righteousness, because I go to the Father and ye see
me no more; of judgment, because the prince of this world is judg-
ed. I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them
now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you
into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever
he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to
come.” (Jno. 16:7-13). The Spirit was to reprove the world of sin,
righteousness, and judgment. This was done in the gospel sermon
preached on Pentecost, a few days later. He guided the apostles into
all truth that a complete gospel could be assured for sinful men. He
unfolded to those inspired men the things that should come to pass.
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“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear;
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are
the children of God; and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and
joint heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we
may be glorified together.” (Romans 8:14-17).

This Scripture is so often slashed and haggled by those who
want to appropriate only a portion, that we feel fully justified in
studying more thoroughly just how God’s Spirit bears witness WITH
our spirit. And we do want to emphasize the word WITH. When 1
speak to you, you must listen as I do all the talking. When I speak
with you, we both have a part in the conversation. God’s Spirit bears
witness with, not te, our spirit. Both must have a part in this!

The Testimony of God’s Spirit With Man’s Spirit

The Spirit of God bears witness with man’s spirit and thus tes-
tifies of God. Paul spoke of the mysteries of God, but then said,
“But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in
him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of
God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are
given to us of God.” (1 Cor. 2:10-12). Only the Spirit of God could
reveal these things unto men. But the spirit of man testifies of
that which is in man! None else can know what is in man (v. 11).
Therefore, the Spirit of God bears witness with the spirit of man as
man renders obedience to the testimony of the Spirit!

How and Where the Holy Spirit Testifies

The Spirit has always been active in God’s revelation of His
Will to man. Even in the Old Testament we read, “Yet many years
didst thou forbear them, and testifiedst against them by the Spirit in
thy prophets.” (Neh. 9:30). It was also stated that this prophecy
came from God of His own good pleasure: “For the prophecy came
not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Pet. 1:20-21). Those pro-
phets were not allowed to comprehend those things which they fore-
told as the Spirit testified through them (1 Pet. 1:10-12). When the
Lord prepared to leave His disciples, he said, “Howbeit, when he,
the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall
he speak: and he will show you things to come.” (Jno. 16:13). This
was fulfilled shortly after, when the Spirit came upon the apostles,
“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:4).
Other passages that amplify this may be read from John 14:15-17;
25-26; 15:26-27; 16:7-14; Acts 1:6-8. In all these you will find the
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Spirit was to testify of God that man might know God’s Will.

All the while, the spirit of man speaks only within. The spirit of
man is free to accept any testimony of the Spirit of God, and just
as free to reject it! God does not force acceptance! Therefore it was
only a plea that was voiced in Heb. 10:22 — “Let us draw near with
a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed in pure water.”
This would be the “answer of a good conscience toward God” (1
Pet. 3:21). The spirit within would bear witness that man had be-
come obedient to the teachings of God’s Spirit. Because Paul’s spirit
could honestly attest to having done that which he really believed
to be right, he could say, “I have lived in all good conscience before
God until this day.” (Acts 23:1). He wanted his spirit to be in har-
mony with God’s Spirit, and said, “And herein do I exercise myself,
to have always a conscience void of offense toward God, and toward
men.” (Acts 24:16). Thus Paul’s spirit did not condemn him at any
time, but this did not certify that he was always right (1 Cor. 4:3-4).

Reliability of the Holy Spirit’s Testimony

The Scriptures inspired of the Spirit are always reliable (2 Tim.
3:16-17). And that Spirit testified that the new covenant would offer
great blessings unto man (Heb. 10:15-17). For this cause you will
find the Holy Spirit fulfilling those promises made long before (Heb.
3:7-9). Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words
shall not pass away.” (Matt. 24:35). The reason is that the Spirit
spake by Him: “He whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God:
for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.” (Jno. 3:34).
Peter and other disciples knew that all the Spirit had spoken must
be fulfilled (Acts 1:16). The Spirit given Word is forever reliable!

Whereas the Spirit of God is always reliable, the spirit of man
is most unreliable. Men who assert, “I’d rather have what I feel in
my heart than all other evidence you may present,” would never
qualify for jury duty. And in religious matters, they have foolishly
turned from a graphic illustration of the unreliability of feelings as
shown in Gen. 37:23-35. The brothers of Joseph played as dirty a
trick on Jacob as any boys ever did to their dad. They sold Joseph
into bondage, took his coat of many colors and soaked in animal’s
blood, and asked Jacob if some beast had killed his boy. Jacob’s
feelings testified the boy was dead, and his spirit cried out, “I will
go down into the grave unto my son mourning.” But, of course, we
know that all the time Jacob mourned, Joseph was enjoying good
health in Egypt. You see, man’s spirit can be in error when we rely
on feelings within. Or turn to the 12th chapter of First Kings. There
a young prophet relied on his feelings. His spirit told him he should
return and sup with the old prophet, “but he lied unto him.” This
young man died for relying on his feelings, and the Word of God
remained true! Paul’s spirit directed that he persecute Christians:
“I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things con-
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trary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.” (Acts 26:9). But this made
him *“the chief of sinners.” (1 Tim. 1:15). Remember, Jesus had
warned, “The time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think he
doeth God service” (Jno. 16:2). Surely man cannot safely rely on
his inner feelings!

The Spirit’s Testimony Regarding the New Birth

The Spirit, through the Son, declared, “Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” And to clarify the matter,
He said again, “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” (Jno. 3:3, 5). The best
commentary on the words of Jesus here is His commission later:
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” (Mark 16:16).
Here is an explanation of the birth of water and Spirit mentioned
in Jno. 3:5. The Spirit also spake by Peter on this same theme,
“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38). The results
of that first gospel sermon are stated in the 41st verse: “Then they
that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there
were added unto them about three thousand souls.”” God’'s Spirit
witnessed this in plain, understandable words. Later you have an-
other clegr example of the meaning of the new birth when Ananias
told Saul, “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:16).
The Spirit’s witness was not in double-talk! God wanted us to be
able to clearly see what could save us from sin. We must accept the
witness of the Holy Spirit, and be born again as those people.

Whereas God’s Spirit bears witness that we must be born again,
the spirit of an obedient person will bear witness that he had been
born again. Paul wrote, “Know ye not, that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted
in the likeness of his death, we shall also in the likeness of his resur-
rection: knowing that the old man is crucified with him, that the
body of sin might be destroyed, that we henceforth should not serve
sin.” (Rom. 6:3-6). Paul points out that the old man is dead and a
newness of life has begun. This was because of a new birth! Paul’s
spirit testified that this obedience has made them free from sin and
they thus became the servants of righteousness (Rom. 6:16-18). The
faithful’s spirit would bear testimony that he had been born again,
as Paul said: “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put
on Christ.” (Qal. 3:26-27). They had been born again, of water and
Spirit. Peter’s spirit could testify of this also: “Being born again, not
of corruptib’e seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth forever.” (1 Pet. 1:23). They received the Word
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(given by the Spirit) which led them to be baptized (the water
element) into Christ. Then God’s Spirit would bear witness with
thewr spirit that they were sons of God (text).

The Spirit’s Testimony Regarding God’s Blessings

The Spirit testified that all spiritual blessings were in Jesus
Christ (Eph. 1:3). God never promised any spiritual blessing else-
where! Even in His promise to Abraham, God specifically located
the blessings in the Christ (Gal. 3:8, 16). Therefore the Spirit pointed
out that redemption and remission of sins was IN Christ (Eph. 1:7;
Col. 1:14). That reconciliation is only in Christ (Eph. 2:11-16). That
we become new creatures in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). That salvation is
in Christ (2 Tim. 2:10). That we are complete in Christ (Col. 2:10),
and blessed even in death IN the Lord (Rev. 14:13). Since the Spirit
testifies that ALL blessings are IN Christ then it follows that NO
blessings are OUT of Him. Therefore, if we receive any blessings
they must be received IN Christ! Those OUT of Christ will never
receive ONE spiritual blessing!

Put the spirit of the obedient believer bears witness with the
Holy Spirit that he has access to the spiritual blessings, for he is in
Christ! Paul showed how the Galatians had been “baptized into
Christ” and thus “put on Christ.” (Gal. 3:27). All who had done this
could listen to the testimony of the Holy Spirit concerning spiritual
blessings in Christ, and say: “I have entered Christ and put Him
on. I now have all spiritual blessings!” Paul also said the Corinthians
had been baptized into the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13), and they
could thus claim all spiritual blessings! Also to the Romans, Paul
showed that they had been baptized into Christ, into His death, and
had been raised to a new life in Him (Rom. 6:3-6). Their spirit also
could bear witness with the Holy Spirit that they were sons of God!
Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” (Mark
16:16); and Peter’s spirit could respond, “baptism doth also now
save us.” (1 Pet. 3:21). Don’t you see, God’s Spirit dictates the
terms of our salvation, and when our spirit within can say, “I have
accepted and obeyed all this,” then God’s Spirit bears witness with
our spirit that we are the sons of God!

The Spirit’s Testimony Regarding Final Reward

The Spirit witnessed, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give you a crown of life.” (Rev. 2:10). Or again, the Spirit directed,
“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” (Phil. 2:12).
So, it is evident that there is something one must do to finally be
saved. Jesus Christ learned obedience, and then “became the author
of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.” (Heb. 5:8-9).
How often we have had the “Christian grace” of 2 Pet. 1:5-7 present-
ed to us! Yet in this passage again the Spirit witnesses that we
must obey to finally be saved! We must accept the testimony of the
Spirit and work for the Cause for which Christ died! We can do no
less!
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But the faithful obedient Christian can have so great consola-
tion! Paul’s spirit could confidently say, “I have fought a good fight,
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is
laid up tor me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the right-
eous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto
all them also who love his appearing.” (2 Tim. 4:6-8). God’s Spirit
bore witness with Paul’s spirit that he was a child of God who had
been faithful; therefore he also was confident of that reward! Turn
and read what confidence Paul showed in his statement in Phil.
3:13-14! He fully expected the prize for the Spirit of God had pro-
mised it to the faithful! The Spirit, through God’s grace, teaches us
how we should live (Tit. 2:11-12). When we can say, “All this I
have done and am doing,” we will have no need to fear! I believe
it was altogether due to this witness of God’s Spirit with his own that
Paul could speak as he does in Phil. 1:19-26. But when our spirit
can attest that we have met all the requirements of the Spirit of
God, we also will yearn to pass over and be with the Lord!

Friend, can you turn back and read all the Spirit of God has
set forth for your salvation, and confidently say: “I have obeyed it
all?” If so, then God’s Spirit bears witness with your spirit that you
are a child of God! But, if you lack obedience in any one part, will
you not render a full and complete obedience that you may be shvel?”
Heaven is at stake!

WATCHING MYSELF GO BY
By Dillard Thurman

If I could just stand at the side of the road
And watch myself go by,

To measure the man and the weight of his load
Through an unprejudiced eye:

If I could just spy on the things I have done
While going through my days,
Forgetting ’tis I that 'm looking on,
And lay aside false praise:

If I could just hear every word I have left,
Detecting every lie,

But using your ear as if my ear were deaf,
To listen as I pass by:

I wonder if then I would harden my heart
And gaze with scornful eye

Upon other men as I thus stand apart
And watch myself go by?
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THE MIDDLE WALL OF PARTITION 29

There is a woeful ignorance in many concerning the place and
purpose of the Law of Moses. Due to a failure to “rightly divide the
word of truth,” many are led from Christ to the shadows that passed
away when the substance is revealed. Many good and honest folk
try to practice in religion things that were peculiar to the Law of
Moses, and even attempt to duplicate the ceremonies and rituals that
pertain to the law. Still others become confused over the matter of
keeping the sabbath day holy, the wearing of robes, lighting of
candles, burning of incense, and infant membership. A multitude of
related problems arise in religion due to folk not knowing the pur-
pose, and especially the limitations of the Law of Moses.

Multitudes of people fail to realize that the Law of Moses was
never given to the Gentiles and never did govern them. They also
fail to realize the time limit which God placed in the Law. Yet
others get the idea that the Law was governing people all during the
O!d Testament time. That you may get a clearer conception of the
Law, we have tried to show on the chart that the Law was given
2513 years after Eden, and only 1523 years before the death of
Christ.

The Purpose of the Law

The purpose of the Law is clearly stated in several passages in
the New Testament. One of achievements was in developing a peo-
ple for God that His Son of promise might be revealed to man. From
the family system of the Patriarchal Law, God elevated man by en-
trusting him with a national system. This prepared man for the uni-
versal system in Christ. This led Paul to say, “Wherefore the law is
become our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ” (Gal. 3:24). And the
Law of Moses also exposed sin, and thus presented to man the clear
need for a Saviour. Paul wrote, “What shall we say then? Is the
law sin? Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not
known lust, except the law said, Thou shalt not covet” (Rom. 7:7).

The Law of Moses presented types and shadows that had their
true meaning revealed in the church of the Lord. “For the law having
a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of
the things to come, can never with those same sacrifices, which they
offer year by year continually, make the comers thereunto perfect”
(Heb. 10:1). The types, shadows and figures should give us a better
appreciation of our spiritual blessings, but should never enslave us.
Too, the Law of Moses also preserved the oracles of God. Remember
that God did not give the Gentiles any Scriptures in the Old Testa-
ment. They lived and died under an oral law. This made Paul rea-
son: “What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there in
circumcision? Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were
committed the oracles of God” (Rom. 3:1-2). As a result of the laxity
of those living under an oral law, the Gentiles were said to be “with-
out God and without hope in the world” (Eph. 2:12).

But one of the greatest accomplishments in the law was pre-
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serving God’s promise to Abraham until that promise was fulfilled.
“And the Scripture, forseeing that God would justify the heathen
through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying,
In thee shall all nations be blessed” (Gal. 3:8). “Now to Abraham
and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as
of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ” (Gal. 3:16).
“Wheretore then serveth the law? It was added because of trans-
gressions until the seed should come to whom the promise was
made; and it was ordained by angels in the hands of a mediator”
(Gal. 3:19). These related passages show the purpose of the law and
what it was to accomplish. Many other Scriptures could be brought
to bear in the study, but these must suffice for the present.

The Weakness of the Law

The law was perfect to achieve what God planned for it. How- =~ ~

ever, God allowed certain imperfections to weaken the Law for a
purpose. The most faithful under the law did not receive the bless-
ings which God bestows through His Son. “And these all, having
obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God
having provided some better thing for us. that thev without us
should not be made perfect” (Heb. 11:39-40). First, there was no
righteousness under the law. “I do not frustrate the grace of God:
for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain”
(Gal. 2:21). Then there was no justification under the law. “There-
fore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his
sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3:20). “There-
fore we conclude a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the
law” (Rom. 3:28). Paul used this very effectively against Peter when
Peter stood in error: “We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners
of the Gentiles, knowing that a man is not justified by the works of
the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in
Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and
not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall
no flesh be justified” (Gal. 2:16).

The law could offer no remission of sins. It is written, “With-
out the shedding of blood is no remission” (Heb. 9:22). But it is
shown in Heb. 10:1-4, that the blood offered under the law could
not accomplish forgiveness: “For it is not possible that the blood
of bulls and goats should take away sins.” Christ alone could do
this: “And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament,
that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that
were under the first testament, they which are called might receive
the promise of eternal inheritance” (Heb. 9:15).

No, the law wasn’t perfect. “For there is verily a disannulling
of the commandment going before for the weakness and unprofit-
ableness thereof. For the law made nothing perfect, but the bring-
ing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God”
(Heb. 7:18-19). Thus Christ became a high priest over a more per-
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fect system of religion (see Heb. 7, 8, and 9).

Then we must also consider that the law did not give life. “Is
the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there
had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteous-
ness should have been by the law” (Gal. 3:21). The law was weak
because God wanted it that way, having purposed a greater dispen-
sation in Christ Jesus,

The Repeal of the Law

As long as the imperfect Law of Moses was in effect, there
was no room for another, even though imperfections had been over-
come. God could not have two laws reigning concurrently over the
same people. So, it was necessary for the old law to be removed
before the perfect law of liberty could be ushered in. Therefore it
is written, “Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He
taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. By the
which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all” (Heb. 10:9-10). Thus we find the need for
the removal of the law, that Christ’s will might effect our sanctifi-
cation. And remember the weakness the law presented: “For there is
verily a disannulling of the commandment going before for the weak-
ness and unprofitableness thereof” (Heb. 7:18). “For if the first
covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought
for the second” (Heb. 8:7). The old had to give place to the new,
that Christ might redeem us and reconcile both Jew and Gentile
unto God.

The question is often asked, Where was the Law of Moses taken
away? And to this the Bible gives complete answer in plain words.
“And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you
all tresspasses; blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to the cross” (Col. 2:12-14). It lasted only to that point. It
could not have been taken away sooner, for the blood of Christ had
not been shed to purchase His church prior to that time (Acts 20:28),
and this would have left the world without law. It could not have
reached further without conflict with the testament and will of
Christ. The Lord’s will and testament could not be disclosed until
after His death. It had to be probated after He died (Heb. 9:16-17).

Christ reigns instead of the Law of Moses, and through Him
we have access unto God. Jesus is now saying, “I am the Way . . . no
man cometh unto the Father but by me.” Any who seeks to reach
God another way is rejected. And if one has entered Christ, but
then turns back to the Law of Moses, he stands condemned. “Christ
is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by
the law; ye are fallen from grace” (Gal. 5:4).
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Any student of history, in reading of the independence of Texas
from Mexico, instantly grasps the situation and fully understands
that subsequent to their gaining freedom the people of Texas were
no longer under the dominion of Mexico and were not amenable to
her laws. But myraids of good religious folk fail to see that when we
were delivered from the Law of Moses we also became free from the
laws of that covenant. Yet Paul makes this so plain in Rom. 7:1-4,
in showing that freedom wkich we have in Christ, and closing with
the words—*“Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to
the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another,
even to him who was raised from the dead, that we should bring
forth fruit unto God.” It was in reference to the Law of Moses that
he also said, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ
hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of
bondage . . . Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of
you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace” (Gal. 5:1-4).

To help us differentiate between the two great Covenants of
which the Scriptures speak in Heb. 8:6-13, we have outlined our
study on the open Bible, dividing the Old from the New. In this way
we can study the contrast more clearly and easily. First, we find
that the Old Covenant was given by Moses, or through him, from
the Lord. “Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I
commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and
judgments” (Mal. 4:4). In this reading it will be noted that what
God gave to Moses IN Horeb is called the law of Moses. This surely
DID include and embrace the Ten Commandments. Too. it wrill
also be noted that it was given for ISRAEL—but to none other! This
is also positively stated in Deut. 5:1-4. It was not intended that this
Covenant would embrace other nations. But the New Covenant was
given by Jesus Christ and was to embrace all men. Thus Heb. 12:24
speaks of “Jesus the mediator of the new covenant,” and it is also
written: “And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament,
that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions
that were under the first testament that they which are called might
receive the promise of eternal inheritance” (Heb. 9:15). As John so
forcefully stated it, “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ” (John 1:17). And this mediator commis-
sioned His disciples to go into all the world and preach to every
creature (Mark 16:15).

Another dissimilarity is that whereas the first Covenant was
written on stones (2 Cor. 3:7, see Exo. 20), the New Covenant is
written in the hearts of God’s people, for He had promised to put
it in their minds and write it in their hearts (Heb. 8:10). Thus Paul
speaks of saints as “the epistle of Christ, written not with ink, but
with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stones, but in the
fleshly tables of the heart” (2 Cor. 3:3). This is a spiritual dispensa-
tion and it must rule frum within. From ordinances and rituals, God
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has lifted man with heart-felt obedience and reverence. How much
higher is this law of liberty in Christ Jesus!

The blood of animals served as the offering under the first
covenant, and could never present the conscience clean. “Where-
upon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood. For
when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to
the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and
scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled all the people, saying, This is
the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined upon you”
(Heb. 9:18-20). Yet, it is said of this sacrifice and offering that it
could never make the worshipper perfect, as pertaining to the con-
science (Heb. 9:8-9). But the new testament was sanctified with the
blood of Jesus Christ, who “by his own blood entered into the holy
place, having obtained eternal redemption for us” (Heb. 9:12). “In
whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness
of sins” (Col. 7:14). “For there is verily a disannulling of the com-
mandment going before for the weakness and unprofitableness there-
of. For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better
hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God” (Heb. 7:18-18).
Thus it was that God found fault with this first covenant, and made
provision for the new. “But now hath he obtained a more excellent
ministry, by how much also he is mediator of a better covenant,
which was established upon better promises. For if that first cove-
nant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for
the second.” (Heb. 8:6-8). Yet, God found place for the second!

It should be recognized that the first testament offered the
shadows and types of the second, or new testament. “For Christ is
not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are a
figure of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the pre-
sence of God for us” (Heb. 9:24). Thus He is “A minister of the sanc-
tuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not
man” (Heb. 8:1). To further see the superiority of the new over the
old testament, we need to look more closely to the old, “Which stood
only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinan-
ces, imposed on them until the time of reformation” (Heb. 9:10).
But the new is far above this in that “Ye also, as lively stones, are
built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5). We are
told to present our bodies a living sacrifice, a spiritual service (Rom.
12:1-2). And also that we become a holy temple for the Lord (Eph.
2:21-22). Thus the church of God has become the “true tabernacle”
and the holy place!

Now, whereas the first could only purify the flesh (Heb.
9:13-14); obedience to the terms of the new covenant will purify the
soul (1 Pet. 1:22). The first covenant had no sinless high priest; “For
such a high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; who
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needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for
his own sins, and then for the peopie’s; for this he did once, when
he offered up himself” (Heb. 7:26-27). Thus is the high priest in
this new covenant so much better than those under the old. “For we
have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; but was tempted in all points like as we are, yet
without sin” (Heb. 4:15).

In all this we can say with Paul, “For if that which was done
away was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious”
(2 Cor. 3:11). Christ’s testament will ever remain for He has pro-
mised, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not
pass away” (Matt 24:35). The first covenant was one regarding tem-
poral inheritance only, for it was written, “Unto thee will I give
the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance” (Psa. 105:11). But
the new covenant offers so very much more, in that Christians are
looking “To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you” (1 Pet. 1:4). “For we
know that, if our earthly house of this tabernacle be dissolved, we
have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). Jesus made promise, “In my Father’s
house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I
am, there ye may be also” (Jno. 14:2-3). There was not the clear
definition of life after death given under that first covenant that
we have presented in the new. Thus we have a better hope of an
eternal inheritance.

In concluding our study, let us especially note that Moses gave
the Ten Commandments, even as he gave the Law which embraced
the Decalogue! This is too clearly shown in such passages as Mark
7:10, to brook any contradiction. And in Jno. 7:19-23, it is just as
plainly stated that the Sabbath law was a part of the Law of Moses!
Thus the Ten Commandments were incorporated in that law! (See
1 Kings 8:9, 21; Exo. 34:27-28; Deut. 4:13). Anyone binding the Sab-
bath on man must renounce Christ’s law and go back under the old
covenant for authorization! And any who would practice the use of
instrumental music, wearing of robes, lighting of candles, burning
of incense, etc., must also forsake Christ and cling to Moses for
authority! Shall we recall the words of Gal. 5:4—“Christ is become
of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law;
ye are fallen from grace.” Please study this lesson well, and re-
member its implications,
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No other book in the annals of history has had so many enemies
as the Word of God, the Bible. Nearly all will remember the efforts
of Huxley, Hume, Paine, Voltaire, and other openly avowed ene-
mies of the Bible, but with this group must be added a “fifth column”
that is even more deadly. For those who openly wage war against
the Word of God will soon be known by all for what they are, and
most people will say, “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no
God.” But when men profess to be followers of Christ, and stand
in the pulpit as preachers of His Gospel, many people will not see
that insidious and treacherous attacks are being made almost con-
stantly throughout this land. The onslaught will never be open, but
covertly and in all deceit. For it is in this way that Satan beguiles
the hearts of many.

The preacher who promises continuous revelation minimizes the =~

worth of that which God has revealed in His Scriptures. This man is
an enemy of the Bible. The preacher who attends a conference in an
attempt to alter, up-date or modernize God’s Word belittles the
Word of God, and is an enemy of the Bible. The priest who advises
men that they must have his interpretation before understanding
God’s open letter to all bemeans the Scriptures, and is an enemy of
the Bible. The preacher who addresses an audience and persuades
men to seek salvation on any terms other than those laid down in
Scripture, vilifies the terms of Holy Writ, and he also is an enemy of
the Bible. The modernist who would rationalize the wonders and
signs recorded in Scripture, to explain away the miraculous, thus
attacks the Word of God, and is an enemy of the Bible.

With the Psalmist of old, we ought to cry out, “Thy word have
I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against thee.” (Psa. 119:11).
Treasuring up God’s Word in the heart will protect us against temp-
tations in a wicked world. We must cultivate a greater respect for
this divine message. It should be so precious to us that we could
exclaim, “O how love I thy law, it is my meditation all the day.”
(Psa. 119:97). The true disciple can truthfully say, “For thy law is
my delight” (Psa. 119:77). Maybe the better way of cultivating the
proper respect for the Scriptures is to find just what they do to
effect our salvation.

The Psalmist declared, “The law of the Lord is perfect, convert-
ing the soul.” (Psa. 19:7). There is no other power on earth which
can accomplish this. Only the Word of God can convert the souls of
men. To this an inspired writer added, “Receive with meekness the
engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.” (Jas. 1:21). Then,
the apostle said, “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel
which I preached unto you, which also ye received, and wherein
ye stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what
I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.” (1 Cor. 15:1~
2). And on another occasion he wrote, “For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every
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one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” (Rom.
1:16). Now, without progressing any further, we have already found
out that the Word of God converts the soul, is able to save the soul,
that the Corinthians were saved by the gospel, for it is God’s power
to save. And we must conclude that God doesn’t have any other
power to accomplish what He purposed for His Word. Do you pro-
perly respect it?

To the saints at Corinth, Paul said, “For in Christ Jesus have I
begotten you through the gospel.” (1 Cor. 4:15). And as a commen-
tary on this passage, we read from 1 Pet. 1:23 — “Being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruntible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth for ever.” This confirms that prophecy
written before: “For thy word hath quickened me.” (Psa. 119:50).
Thus it is shown that the word of Ged is the vital germ of life for
the spiritual man. The work of the Word in our salvation cannot
be over emphasized. Without the Bible, we would have no way of
knowing the will of God, nor the terms of pardon.

When the Gentiles were to be brought into the kingdom of God,
it was necessary for them to enter in the same way that the Jews
did. Thus they had to hear the word of God. To this end, an angel
aopeared unto Cornelius, saying, “Send men to Joppa, and call for
Simon, whose surname is Peter; who shall tell thee words whereby
thou and all thy house shall be saved.” (Acts 11:13-14). It was
necessary that they have the same obedience as the Jews if they were
to inherit the same blessings of the kingdom. Peter later showed
that this was accomplished, for he said, “God made choice among us,
that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel,
and believe . . . and put no difference between us and them, purifv-
ing their hearts by faith.” (Acts 15:7-9). It was by this word that
they were to enter the kingdom, for Jesus had said, “The seed is the
word of God.” (Luke 8:11). When planted in honest hearts, it promp-
ted obedience that bore fruit unto God whether Jew or Gentile!

For any who would discount the worth of this word, Paul wrote,
“And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God.” (Eph. 6:16). Here is the only offensive weapon
given the soldier of the cross of Christ—but it is sufficient!

But crossing to the other side of the diagram, you notice more
that this living word (Heb. 4:12), does for us. It is by this word
that we have faith; “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God.” (Rom. 10:17). Al' the faith I have in God,
Christ or heaven after while comes from that Word! Too, this Word
does even more: “The entrance of thy words giveth light; 1t giveth
understanding unto the simple.” (Psa. 119:130.) Then Paul writes,
“For this cause also we thank God without ceasing, because, when
ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it
not as the word of men, but, as it is in truth, the word of God,
which effectually worketh also in you that believe.” (2 Thes. 2:13).
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So, this word produces faith, gives light and understanding, and
also works in those who are the children of God. In view of all this,
isn’t it pathetic that many church members neglect to read and
study this sacred volume?

But there is more to come! We are sanctified by this Word.
Jesus prayed, “Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is truth.”
(Jno. 17:17) By this Word we are also cleansed: “Now ye are clean
through the word which I have spoken unto you.” (Jno. 15:3). And
the Lord also said, “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.” (Jno. 8:32). Do you now understand why I spend
so much space in pleading with people to read their own Bible?

If the unsaved are to be redeemed, the Word of God must be
preached unto them. “For after that in the wisdom of God the
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness
of preaching to save them that believe.” (1 Cor. 1:21). “How then
shall they call upon him in whom they have not believed? and how
shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how
shall they hear without a preacher?” (Rom. 10:13). We must preach
the Word!

To sum up our study briefly, the Word of God is a complete
revelation from God to man. Paul wrote, “All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” Though
Paul was speaking specifically of the Old Testament Scriptures
(the New Testament then being written, with inspiration in both
the man and the book), his statement is now true of the New Testa-
ment as well. This is borne out by the words of Peter: “According
as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto
life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called
us to glory and virtue.” (2 Pet. 1:3). THIS is spoken of the New
Will, and shows it to be complete, giving all that pertains unto life!
And last of all, we cite you to the curse Paul placéd on any, be it
man or angel, who would preach a different message than that which
had then been revealed unto man (Gal. 1:2-8). So we close with the
words quoted so often, “And now, brethren, I commend you to God,
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to
give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.”
(Acts 20:32).
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For many years a horde of religious folk have tried to exalt the
work of the Holy Spirit in salvation, even to the point of discounting
the Word of God or any effect that it has in His scheme of redemp-
tion. It is good to exalt the work of the Spirit, but never should we
be guilty of minimizing the work of the Word of God. Paul said,
“I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16). He referred to it as “the gospel of
your salvation” (Eph. 1:13).

An unbiased and unprejudiced study of the matter will disclose
that the Holy Spirit works through the Word to do that which is
necessary to assure our salvation. They are not competitors or rivals,
but the Holy Spirit uses the Word to disclose the terms of salvation
unto man that he may be saved from sin. A thorough study of the
diagram will lead to this conclusion.

In Rom. 8:16, Paul declares, “The Spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are the children of God.” But Jesus declared,
“Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life:
and they are they which testify of me” (Jno. 5:39). Now, in one pas-
sage you find the Spirit bears witness, and in the other, that the
Scriptures testify. Thus they accomplish the same work; for to tes-
tify is to bear witness!

In Jno. 16:8, Jesus said, “And he, when he is come, will convict
the world in respect of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.”
This He declared while speaking of the work the Holy Spirit should
accomplish. But Paul said an elder should be “Holding fast the faith-
ful word as he has been taught, that he may be able by sound doc-
trine both to exhort and convict the gainsayers” (Tit. 1:9). Thus the
Holy Spirit convicts, but the Word also convicts. It stands to reason
that the Holy Spirit convicts through the Word of God!

In 2 Cor. 3:6, Paul told the Corinthians, “The spirit giveth life.”
But further he stated, “For in Chnist Jesus I have begotten you
through the gospel.” (1 Cor. 4:15). Then James wrote, “Of his own
will begat he us with the word of truth” (Jas. 1:18). There is no
contradiction in this, for the Holy Spirit gave life by sending forth
the Word (the seed of the kingdom — Luke 8:11). This word crea-
ted life within the heart, and thus is one begotten into the family
of God. The Spirit works through the Word of God to accomplish
this!

Jesus plainly said, “Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (Jno. 3:5). There-
fore it is a foregone conclusion that all in the kingdom of God have
been born of the Spirit! But if we turn to 1 Pet. 1:23, we are told,
“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptibie, by
the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever.” So, those in
God’s family are born of the Spirit: but they are also born of the
word of God! Would we be going afield to affirm that God’s family
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is composed of children who have been bern of the Spirit working
or moving through the Word? Surely all can see that we are begot-
ten and born by the Spirit when we have been begotten and born by
the Spirit-filled Word of God!

In Tit. 3:5 Paul wrote, “Not by works of righteousness which we
have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing
of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Spirit.” Thus salvation
comes by this washing of regeneration and the renewing of the
Spirit. By this we are saved. Yet James wrote, “Receive with meek-
ness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls” (James
1:21). So the Holy Spirit saves, but so does the Word of God.

Yet again Paul wrote, “And such were some of you: but ye are
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the

Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:11). But-this-~

power by which they were sanctified is also exerted through the
Word of God, for Jesus prayed, “Sanctify them through thy truth:
thy word is truth” (Jno. 17:17). And the cleansing power of the
Spirit is exerted also through the Word of God, for Jesus stated,
“Now ye are clean through the word which I save spoken unto you”
(Jno. 15:3). This cleansing and sanctification is also referred to by
Paul in Eph. 5:25-26: “Christ also loved the church, and gave him-
self for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing
of water by the word.” The Holy Spirit set forth this washing through
the gospel that was preached, and so works through the word to ac-
complish this cleansing and sanctification.

In Rom. 8:9, Paul said, “Now if any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of his.” That this has reference to the Holy Spirit
is made very plain in verse 11: “But if the Spirit of him that raised
up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from
the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that
dwelleth in you.” Thus it is undeniable that the Spirit dwells in the
Christian. But in Col. 3:16, Paul said, “Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly in all wisdom.” So, as the Holy Spirit dwells in the
Christian, even so does the word of Christ dwell within. Is it not
logical to contend that the Spirit moves within the word of God
that is within the Christian?

Another work of the Spirit is shown in Eph. 3:16—“That he
would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strength-
ened with might by his Spirit in the inner man.” Yet this strength
is also imparted by the word of God, for Paul said, “And now,
brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace,
which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among
all them which are sanctified” (Acts 20:32). The Holy Spirit strength-
ens: but the word of God builds up. Thus both are accomplishing
the same work for the scheme of redemption! The Spirit builds up
through the word!



THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT: GOD’'S WORD 43

Whereas Rom 15:13 speaks of the power of the Foly Spirit, Heb.
1:3 speaks of the power of the word. And the resurrection is credited
to the Spirit in Rom. 8:11, but is said to be accomplished by the
word of Christ in Jno. 5:28-29. But as in other passages we have
studied, there is no contradiction here—and no competitive action.
Rather, the Holy Spirit moves through the Word of God to accom-
plish that which God has decreed.

Let none become guilty of discounting the Word of God by re-
fusal 1o obey. The Holy Spirit has delivered the gospel and sealed
its message. If one refuses this message, he has openly opposed the
Spirit of God!

It is well to notice that the conditions of pardon are all produced
by the Word of God! Paul said, “So then faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). This is shown by
the action in Acts 4:4, “Howbeit many of them which heard the word
believed; and the number of the men was about five thousand.” And
Jesus said that “repentance and remission of sins should he preached
in my name” (Luke 24:47). Then Paul showed that repentance was
effected by the word (2 Cor. 7:9-10). And when the folk on Pente-
cost accepted the word, they were baptized: “Then they that gladly
received the word were baptized, and the same day there were
added unto them about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). This Paul
referred to as “the washing of water by the word” (Eph. 5:26).

But why extend the study further just here? You have the gist
of the matter, and we trust this will lead you into a full, unbiased
study of this subject. We believe such action will result in your
ready acceptance of God’s word and your obedience to His gospel.
To that glorious end the lesson is dedicated.
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God fully intended for Christians to know the purpose and place
of the Sabbath, and therefore His Book is replete with information
concerning this very important subject. Yet it is amazing the num-
ber of devout believers who have little or no knowledge of its dura-
tion, or time of observance. Many are simply aghast when you sug-
gest to them that the Sabbath is not mentioned in the first book of
the Bible! They have been led to believe that on the seventh day God
rested and then and there instructed man that he was also to rest.
But research will show you that the Sabbath is not even mentioned
until Exo. 16:23 — over 2500 years after Adam and Eve left Eden!
There is not one shred of evidence that any man knew that God
rested on the seventh day before the occasion mentioned in that
passage, which was 2500 years from the garden.

Too, many are surprised to learn that the law of the Sabbath
had not been given before Israel departed from the land of Egypt;
but this is the truth! In Neh. 9:13-14 we read, “Thou camest down
also upon mount Sinai . . . and madest known unto them thy holy
sabbath, and commandest them precepts, statutes, and laws, by the
hand of Moses thy servant.” Had this Sabbath ordinance been given
before then God could not have made it known unto them there!
The instructions concerning keeping the Sabbath was first stated in
relation to the manna — Exo. 16:22-26. Therein did Moses state that
on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there was to be no manna on the
ground for them. This instruction was to be remembered for forty
years in which they were dependent on this food from heaven. If
Israel had known of the Sabbath before, then this instruction
would have been both redundant and superfluous. But not having
known of it previously, the teaching was vital and necessary!

Beginning with Exo. 20:2, you have the recital of the Ten Com-
mandments, and God there states, “I am the Lord thy God, which
have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.” This statement could have been made by none other than
those delivered from Egypt, and the Sabbath was bound only upon
that people and their descendants. This was in the covenant which
God made with Israel at Sinai. Later Moses referred to this event
in the words, “The Lord made not this covenant with our fathers,
but with us, even us, who are all of us alive here this day” (Deut.
5:1-3). Later God declared, “Wherefore I caused them to go forth
out of the land of Egypt . . . Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths,
to be a sign between me and them, that they might know that I am
the Lord that sanctified them” (Ezek. 20:10-12). Now, note that this
was given to those whom God caused to go out of Egypt. Moreover,
the Sabbath observance was given as a sign between God and them.
Doesn’t it stand to reason that this could not be a sign between just
God and Israel if ALL MEN were to also keep and observe it? But
that we may have more assurance that this was for Israel ONLY,
it is recurded, “And remember that thou wast a servant in the land
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of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought thee out thence with a
mighty hand and by a stretched out arm: therefore the Lord thy
God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day” (Deut. 5:15). It
was to be a memorial of THEIR deliverance, and the word THERE-
FORE has a special significance! Only the Israelites would have an
appreciation for this!

This perpetual covenant was only to embrace Israel. “Where-
fore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath to observe it
throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. It is a sign
between me and the children of Israel forever” (Exo. 31:16-17). This
“perpetual covenant” is the very same expression used in connection
with the burning of incense (see Exo. 30:8). It was to be perpetuated
by Israel throughout her generations, but was never to be bound
upon peoples who had never been in Egyptian bondage. Tn fact,
that they might know of a certainty the exactness of that day, the
Lord gave them a new calendar to govern them (see Exo. 12:2). The
observance was tied in inseparably with all the ceremonies, rituals
and ordinance of the Law of Moses. And one might as well lead a
sheep to the altar for animal sacrifice as to bind the observance of
the day affiliated with those ordinances, rituals and ceremonies.

That we may clearly see that the sabbath was not to be bound on
us, let us notice the facts and restrictions of the Sabbath, as stated
by God’s Word.

1. This sabbath law had not been given to men before Israel left
Egypt. (Exo. 16:23-26; Deut. 5:2-3).

2. It was given to those people delivered out of bondage in Egypt

(Exo. 31:12-17; Hos. 2:11; Deut. 5:15).

No fires were to be built on this day (Exo. 35:3).

They were not to go out of their house (Exo. 16:29).

They could neither bake nor boil on this day (Exo. 16:23).

Priest to offer two lambs on Sabbath (Num. 28:9).

It was to be kept from sunset to sunset (Lev. 23:32).

Any violator of Sabbath law to be stoned (Exo. 31:12-17; Num.

15:32-38).

9. The Sabbath was part of the Law of Moses (Exo. 20; Exo. 24:12).

10. The Law was nailed to the cross when Jesus Christ died (Col.
22:12-16; Eph. 2:13-16).

11. To be justified by the Law is to fall from grace (Gal. 5:4).

12. The Sabbath was given at Mt. Sinai or Horeb (Deut. 5:2).

13. But we are not come to Mt. Sinai (Heb. 12:18).

14, There were two covenants: Ist & 2nd (Heb. 8:7; 9:1, 15).

15. The Sabbath observance was under the first (Deut. 5:1:4; 1
Kings 8:21).

16. The first made way for second (Heb. 8:9, 10; 10:9).

A Bl ol o
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17. The Sabbath was part of the Law (Exo. 20; 24:12).

18. But “Christ is the end of the Law” (Rom. 10:4; Col. 2:12-16;
Eph. 2:13-15).

Lest we become tedious in our study, let us pass on to the abro-
gation of the Law, and investigate this matter. For Paul wrote 14
books in the New Testament which deal with the work and worship
of Christians—yet Paul never taught any church or individual to ob-
serve the Sabbath! He did preach on the Sabbath, but because it
afforded him an audience among the Jews who then assembled. And
in the life of Paul we find that the first day of the week was not
a Sabbath Day, for it was a day of religious activity (Acts 20:7). We
find that Christians were warned of exalting any “holy day” (Col.
2:16-17; Gal. 4:9-11). Rather than holding to the Jewish Sabbath,
they were taught that our Sabbath awaits us in heaven (Heb. 4:1-11;
Rev. 22:14).

GILDING OR GOLD?

Though the place where we live
May be blessed with good land,
With the fruit of its soil ripening there;
And the home that we have

May be spacious and grand,
With its furnishings chosen with care:

Yet the displays of wealth
Never quite satisfy
A deep sense of our debt to the poor,
Who are failing of health
And will very soon die
I our goods are not sent to their door.

Though the clothing we wear
Sport the latest “new look,”
With accessories chosen with pride;
We've forgotten, I fear,
The real gist of the Book,
While the hungry of earth are denied.

It's not glittermny gold
With which we're embossed,
When the world begs to us in deep need:
It is only cheap gilding
That covers the dross
Of our stinginess, meanness, and greed!
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There are many types found in the Old Testament over whica
there may be some question of application. But in the case of the
brazen serpent lifted in the wilderness for the healing of Israel,
there is no argument. Jesus personally made this application to show
that He was typified. Had His divine testimony not been given, we
would have been struck by the points of similarity, but now we can
confidently make the application for our study.

The Occasion of the Disease

After the Lord had delivered Israel from the land of bondage,
directed her path to Mount Sinai, had given them His law, and
provided their every need — even then this people murmured and
comp'ained over trivial things, and were rebellious to God. Of them
the Psalmist wrote, “They soon forgat his works; they waited not for
his counsel: but lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted
God in the desert.” (Psa. 106:13-14). As a punishment for their sins,
God allowed them to be bitten by fiery serpents. In Deut. 8:15, it
is recorded that God led them “through that great and terrible wil-
derness, wherein were fiery serpents.” The murmuring and com-
plaining people soon had so much more to contend with, for those
who were bitten died. “And the Lord sent fiery serpents among tbt
people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.
(Num. 21:6). That may seem far away and indifferent to you—but
it was happening in Israel! And they were hopeless without God’s
providence. So, they made an appeal for mercy through Moses. When
they were helpless and defenseless, God’s grace was extended! He
gave Moses divections for erecting the brazen serpent for their heal-
ing. “And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and
set it upon. a pole; and it shall come to pass, that every one that is
bitten, when he looketh on it, shall live.” (Num. 21:8). God’s grace
was extended through a message to man! It was up to man then to
obey!

Now, let us come to the parallel. Man had turned from God be-
cause of sin. It is not to be wondered at that it was the serpent in
Eden which introduced sin into the world, for this was divinely typi-
fied! As the people of Israel became estranged from God by what
they did, so man’s sins separated him from God. “Behold, the arm
of the Lord is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear
heavy, that it cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated be-
tween you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you,
that he will not hear.” (Isa. 59:1). The effects of the sting of “that
old serpent, called the Devil and Satan” (Rev. 12:9), brought death
into the world. “The wages of sin is death.” (Rom. 6:33). In this
sinful condition, man was helpless, and totally dependent on God for
healing. “But God commended his own love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinnets, Christ died for us . . . For if, when we
were encmies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son;
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” (Rom.
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5:8-10). So, God’s grace was extended unto man in sin: “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his cnly begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (Jno.
3:16). Thus, in both cases, God’s grace is given,

Resemblance of Cause and Remedy

In both of these cases, the means of healing held a striking re-
semblance to the cause of death! Israel was bitten by fiery serpents,
and a fiery serpent was raised to heal them. A serpent inflicted the
fatal venom and a fiery serpent was raised to be the medium of
their cure! But in the parallel, it was man who brought sin into
the world, and so it was by man that it was to be taken away. Jesus
foreknew the type of His death, and said, “And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, even so shall the Son of man be lifted up:
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal
life.” (Jno. 3:14-15). And further He gave promise, “And I, if I be
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” (Jno. 12:32).
The likeness of the means of death was also shown in deliverance.
“For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh.” (Rom. 8:3). “Wherefore, as by ’
one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned . . . but not as the of-
fense, so also is the free gift: for if through the offense of one many
be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift of grace, which
is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto manv.” (Rom. 5:12-
15). “For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrec-
tion of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all
be made alive.” (1 Cor. 15:21-22). Thus through man we became
sinful, diseased. exposed to death. But it was also by the Man Jesus
that we are brought nigh unto God for healing.

Both Remedies Effectual

In both cases, the remedy was effectual and complete. There was
only one serpent. raised for all of Israel as only one was needed. Even
though the hundreds of thousands of people were scattered over
a wide area, yet they could approach the brazen serpent for healing.
Notice that Israel had to accept the one serpent specified. They
could not raise others and be healed by them. Even so, God ha<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>