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(~HART SERMONS - VOL VI I 

At The Cross . 
Bible, The l Thess. 2:13 
Empty Tomb, The John 20:3-8 
God's Mirror James 1:22-25 
Gospel Preaching Matt. 28:18-20 
Gospel, The Matt. 28:18-20 
How Exclusive Are We? . 
Jesus Is . 
Law Of Christ, The Ga1. 6:2 
One Way, The Matt. 7:13-14 
proper Attitude Toward Ercor Psalms 119:104, 128 
Reactions To God's Truth . 
Scriptural Giving 11 Cor. 8:1-8 
Sound In Faith Titus 2:1-2 
Sound Preaching 11 Tim. 4:1-4; Titus 2:1 
Ten Commandments, The ~ Exodus 20: 1-17 
Two Gospels Matt. 6:25-34 
Way To Unity, The John 17:20-23 
What Comes Before First? Matt. 6:24-34 
Who Cares For My soul? Psalms 142: 4 







AT THE CROSS 
1.	 We frequently sing songs about the cross and what took place there. 
2.	 How many of us fully realize and appreciate what took place At The Cross? 

t Some Things That Ha ppened At The Cross 
A.	 The great love of God was fully manifested. 
B.	 Jesus tasted death for all men. 
C.	 The law was finished. Many deny this. 
D.	 The church was bought and paid for with the blood of Christ. 
E.	 The price was paid for sins. Christ paid with His life's blood. 
F.	 Peace was made. Man can have peace with his Maker because of what happen

ed there. 
G. Jew and Gentile were reconciled in one body - the church.
 

It Man Benefits By
 
A.	 The preaching of the cross as Paul taught. 
B. These benefits come to him when he hears and obeys the truth. 

Have You Benefited By What Happened There? If Not Why Not Do So Now? 
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THE BIBLE
 
1 Thessalonians 2: 13
 

1.	 The Bible though a best seller is greatly neglected. It needs to be studied daily. 
2.	 Let us consider some attitudes we ought to have and things we ought to do in relat 

ionship to the Bible.
 
L Study And Investigate
 

A.	 Buy the truth and sell it not. Knowledge of truth is something man should gain 
at whatever cost necessary and never lose it. 

B.	 One can understand the will of the Lord. There is no reason to be unwise. 
C. Investigate - man needs to apply himself in study - to search and learn truth.
 

IL Believe, Love And Obey
 
A.	 The Bible is given to us that we might believe it. 
B.	 The deVil is ready to rob men of the word lest they believe it. 
C.	 When the word is preached it is frequently treated as if it were the word of men 

and not of God - even by brethren. 
D.	 We should love it realizing the danger involved if we don't. 
E.	 We wHl be eternally saved by it - believing and obeying its teaching or we will 

be eternally condemned for failing to do so. 
Have You Obeyed Its Teaching? Is It Your Guide? 
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THE EMPTY TOMB
 
John 20: 3-8
 

1.	 The empty tomb on that first day of the week as found by Peter and John is a great 
testimony to the truth of the resurrection of Christ and strengthens the faith of ar 
Christians. 

2.	 Consider some of the things it did. 
L It Fulfilled 

A.	 David's prophecy that His soul was not left in helL 
B. Christ's promises that He would be raised the third day.
 

IL It Proved
 
A.	 The resurrection of Christ. 
B. That victory had been gained over death. 

IlL It Defeated 
A.	 The plans and purposes of the Lord's enemies. 

IV. It Declared 
A.	 Jesus to be God's Son. 

V.	 It Gave And It Gi.ves 
A. Hope to believers. 

VL It Made Possible 
A. Our justification. 

Have You Profited By What The Empty Tomb Stands For? Will You Now? 
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GOD'S MffiROR 

I James 1:22-25 
1. James compares a	 man's study of the Bible to his looking in a looking glass - to pro

fit he must make the needed correction. As you 1001< what do you see? 
L	 The Unsaved 

A.' Can see that he is in darkness, without God. Christ and hope. lost. in death. 
B. Can see that God 'has a remedy for his condition and should take it.
 

IL The Deceived
 
A.	 can learn that a way that only seems right will end in death - that doctrines of 

men make worship vain and if he blindly follows the blind he will fall in ditch. 
B. Can se~ that God has a remedy for him. Let him ta~e it now. 

III The Worldly" 
A.	 Can see that to sow to the flesh is to reap corruption. to be guilty of the works 

of the flesh or unrighteous is to miss heaven and to be c~rnally minded is·death. 
B.	 Can learn of God's remedy for him and how he ought to accept it. 

IV.	 The Unfaithful 
A.	 Needs to see that he is not to forsake the assembling and not be unprofit~ble. 

B.	 Can see God's remedy for his condition. He should heed it quickly. 
V.	 The Unfruitful 

A.	 Can learn he needs to maintain good works. not be blind nor choked with cares. 
B.	 Needs to .consider and accept God's remedy for him. 

VI. The Faithful 
A.	 Can see that he needs to co.ntinue faithful, abounding in love. conduct b~come 

the gospel, hold forth the word, be steadfast and abound in Lord's work. 

Now What Do You See? How Really Do You See Yourself? Will You Make Changes? 
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GOSPEL PREACHING
 
Matthew 28:18-20
 

1.	 This lesson is concerned with three things - the message -: what it is; the messenger 
what he should be - and the effect on men and women. 

2.	 Give serious consideration to this lesson and honestly answer to yourself what effect 
pure gospel preaching has on you.
 

L The Messa~
 

A.	 Is The gospel - God's saving power. 
B.	 The Spirit's sword to pierce through or cut the heart. 
C.	 It is li~e fire to try and like a hammer to break error. 
D.	 It frees from sin and is for all people. 
E.	 It must ~ kept pure - free from the theories aIl.d doctrines of men. 

II.	 The Messenger 
A.	 Should be a man of strength - of strong conviction and courage. 
B.	 Is to be a watchman to watch and warn of danger. 
C.	 Must be faithful to God and able to. teach His truths.'., .~ 

D.	 S1¥Juld have a real concern for the lost - a lover of souls. 
E.	 Should speak boldly and plainly - not hesitating to point out and condemn sin. 
F. Is tQ be faithful in opposing error from without or within. 

lIL . The Effect 
A.	 Some consider foolishness - some off(mded'~by it - some reject it - some delay. 
B. Some ~ccept it and remain faithful,to itobut others who accept depart from it. 

Just What Is The Effect Of Faithful Gospel Preaching On You? . 
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THE GOSPEL
 

Matthew 28: 18-20
 

Consider these things about the gospel and appreciate it more. 
L It Is Of God 

A. It is spoken of as being His. He is the Author of it.
 
IL It Is Of Christ
 

A. It is also spoken of as being His. He brought it into the world. 
IlL It Is God·s Call 

A. By it men and women are invited to the blessings God has for them. 
B. One can and many do refuse the call. 

IV. It Is God's Drawing Power 
A. The drawing is through hearing, learning and coming to Him. 
B. This is not, as some would have you be Heve, an irresistible drawing. 

V. It Is God's Saving Power 
A. The way He has chosen to save man. It is not a matter of what He could have 

done - but what He did. 
VL It Gives Light 

A. The devil throws up a smoke screen to blind and deceive. 
VIL It Is Certified 

A. Paul certified that the gospel he preached was from Jesus Christ. 
Have You Or Will You Obey It Now? 
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HOW EXCLUSIVE ARE WE? 
1.	 As members 6f the church of Christ we are frequently charged with being too ex

clusive - that we have drawn a circle about ourselves and exclude all from fellow
ship who will not bow to our terms. Some liberal brethren make this charge. 

2.	 We are charged with being clannish - of thinking that we are the only ones thatare 
right - the only ones going to heaven, etc.
 

L These Charges Are Made Because Of What We Teach
 
A.	 On baptism - do we teach anything other than what the Bible teaches? 
B.	 On the one church - is this not the same as the Bible teaches? 
C.	 On the one way - who started this teaching? Did the Lord or did we? 
D.	 About music in worship - who inspired these statements of scripture? 
E.	 About speaking as the oracles of God - are we not so commanded to speak? 
F.	 About the work of the church - but are we not completely furnished unto every 

good work? Where is there authority for man to devise his own? 
G.	 Our practice of fellowship - but we are commanded not to fellowship the un

fruitfUl works of darkness.
 
Il Other Things That Need To Be Considered
 

A.	 To enter heaven we must do the will of the Father. To love we must obey. 
B.	 Jesus came to earth to make it possible for us to come out of darkness and error. 
C.	 The gospel is God's call to us to leave darkness and sin and to be translated in

the kingdom of His dear Son. 
Yes There Is A Circle But Who Drew It? God did. 





JESUS IS 
1. We sometimes sing, "Jesus Is All The .World To Me". He is indeed. 
2. Jesus is so, much to us. We need to consider what H~ is to us and what we should do 

because of what He is.
 
L Jesus Is
 

A. God's Son - we need to hear Him; God's Gift - we need to receive Him. 
B. The Christ - we need to confess Him; The Foundation - let us build on Him. 
C. The Light - fa llow Him; ~he Way - walk in Him. 
D. The Truth - believe Him; The Life - have Him now. 
E. The Door - enter Him; The 13read - let us -eat and live. 
F. The great Physfgian - He can heal us; Our Friend - trust Him completely. 
G. Our Hope - lay hold on Him; Our Peace - have arid enjoy Him. 
H. Our Sa viour - corne to Him and be saved; Our Example - follow Him. 
L~ Our Shepherd - hear His voice and follow Him; Our Prophet - hear Him. 
J. Our Priest - turn to Him for help; Our King - se'rve Him as faithful subjectS. 
K. Our Lord - bow to Him; Our Captain - obey and. follow His order§~ 

L. Our Mediator - use Him in praying to the Father; The Vine - abide in Him. 
M. Our Judge in the great day. of judgment - be sure to be on His right hand. 

Le; Jesus. All Of TWs To You? Are You Benefiting Fully From What He 'Is? 
, 





THE LAW OF CHRIST
 
Galatians 6: 2
 

1.	 Many deny that Christ has a law. The text shows that He does. 
2.	 This is not the ten commandment law. 

l What Is The La w Of Christ? 
A.	 It is the New Testament - the better covenant - the second covenant promised. 
B.	 It is the perfect law of liberty - the royal law. It is called the law of the spirit 

of life in Christ. 
C. It is the law of faith. It is the gospel - that by which we will be judged.
 

Il Why This Law?
 
A. For man's salvation and justification.
 

III When Did This Law Begin?
 
A.	 On the first Pentecost after the resurrection of Christ and is to last till His sec

ond coming. 
IV.	 For Whom Is This Law Intended? 

A.	 Paul was under it. 
B.	 It is for new creatures in Christ - Christians - to those who will submit to it. 

V.	 How Does One Become Subject To This Law? 
A. By the new birth - through obedience to the gospel. 

VL Faithful Subjects Will Receive 
.A. A crown of life - an incorruptible inheritance. 

Will You Submit To The Law Of Christ Now? 
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THE ONE WAY 
Matthew 7: 13, 14 

1, Jesus speaks of THE way that leads to life. This THE ONE WAY needs to be em
phasized so that there can be no doubt. 

2.	 The popular way is broad and leads to destruction. 
1.	 Consider Some Things About This One Way 

A.	 It is the way of God - Jesus is the way. 
8.	 It is the way of truth - a way that requires obedience for us. 

C.	 It is the way of salvation - the living way. 
D. This way is spoken against and is persecuted.
 

Il This One Way Is
 
A.	 In the one body - the church. The truth is revealed by the one Spirit. 
B.	 Those in the way ha ve the one hope and look to the one Lord for help. 
C.	 This is one faith - not many. It is by the OnE~ baptism that we get into this one 

way. 
D.	 This one way was designed by the one God. 

III.	 Heed The Warnings 
A.	 A way that seems right ends in death. All need to be in the way that is right 

as God revealed it. 
8. It is possible to depart from the way after getting in it. Don't do it! 

Are You In The One Way? Will You Get In It Now? 
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PROPER ATTITUDE TOWARD ERROR
 
Psalms 119: 104, 128
 

1.	 Many act as ifthere is no such thing as religious error. There is and it is very im
portant that'we know and have the proper attitude toward it. 

2.	 We ought also to have the proper attitude toward those in error - one of love for 
their souls and a desire to see them freed from error. 

I.	 There Are 
A.	 False doctrines and false ways. The Bible shows this. 
B.	 There are also false teachers and blind guides and warnings need to be sounded. 

II.	 The Proper Attitude Toward Error Is 
A.	 One of no encouragement nor of fellowship with it. 
B.	 One of opposition to it in or out of the church. 
C.	 We are told to mark those who cause division by their teaching of error. 
D.	 As the text shows - one of hatred of it. 

III. Why Such An Attitude As This? 
A. Error cannot save regardless of how sincerely it is believed. Only truth can. 
B. Error denies the necessity of obedience - deceives and causes to perish. 

IV. Truth Can Be Distinguished From Error 
A.	 Jesus said that one can know the truth. 
B.	 Through the precepts of God we get understanding. 
C. All need to search the scriptures to know the truth. 

What About Your Attitude? Is It Right? 
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REACTIONS TO GOD'S TRUTH
 
1.	 People react d;fferently t.o God's word. This is borne out by Bible examples and by 

those'of this day. 
2.	 Consider these examples and see just where you fit. 

L When God's Word Is Preached 
A.	 Some gladly accept as did those on Pentecost, the eunuch, Cornelius and his 

house, and the Bereans. Is this your reaction? It should be. 
B.	 Some delay action thinking they have plenty of time. Felix did. 
C.	 Some sadly decline realizing that it is the truth and action ought to be taken 

but they are not willing to pay the price - give up the world of sin, etc. The 
rich young ruler and Agrippa are examples of this reaction. 

D.	 Some don't care - they are indifferent and just ignore it. 
E.	 Some are made angry and hate those who teach it. The children of Israel had 

this reaction to Moses; this was Naaman's first reaction and also Ahab's. 
F. Some openly oppose the truth - the priests and the Sadducees did. Barjesus did. 

IL In View Of These Examples What Is Your Reaction To The Truth On 
A.	 Obedience to the gospel? The church? Baptism? Acceptable worship? 
B. Marriage and divorce? Living godly? FaithfUlness to the Lord? Giving? 

IIL God's Truth Will Not Be Changed 
A.	 Some seem to think they will be given special consideration - that their lack 

of obedience and respect to God's commandments will be overlooked. 
B. They win not be changed for you, me nor our loved ones. 

What Really Is)' Jf Reaction? Is It What It Should Be? 
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SCRIPTURAL GIVING 
2 Corinthians 8: 1- 8 

1.	 This lesson is greatly needed everywhere for very few practice scriptural giving. 
2.	 In many places 100/0 of the congregation will give 500/0 or more of the contribution. 

L Consider These Facts 
A.	 GO,d doesn't need what we have as everything belongs to Him. 
B.	 He could have made His plan without involving our money but in His power. 

wisdom, mercy and love He has involved us and our means. 
C.	 Giving helps the giver. Examples of this can be given. 
D.	 Our giving is a gauge or thermometer that measures our love for the Lord. 

II. God Has Provided Motivation 
A.	 God loved us and gave His Son for us that we might be saved. 
B.	 Jesus loved us and gave Himself in our stead on the cross. 
C. We should love and obey. 

IlL God's Instructions On Gi ving 
A.	 Give as prosper. Suppose God began prospering us as we give. 
B.	 Giving should be purposefully, not grudgingly, or of necessity but cheerfully. 
C.	 We should abound in this grace and blelieve God's promise in 2 Cor. 9:6-8. 

IV. How Much Should One Give 
A.	 How much dp you prosper? 
B.	 Some say give till it hurts. It doesn't take much to hurt many. Better to give 

till it makes you feel good - allowed to give up to 300/0 of income tax free. 
Won't You Seriously Consider Your Giving And Make It Scriptural? 
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SOUND IN FAITH
 
Titus 2: 1,2
 

1.	 Soundness in faith is not limited to benevolence and cooperation. 
2.	 One could be sound in these and unsound in others and be lost. Let's be sound in all. 

I.	 Sound In Doctrine 
A.	 We ought to hold fast to sound words and sound doctrine. 
B.	 Our speech ought to show soundness - speaking as the oracles of God. 
C.	 We ought to always stay in the doctrine of Christ. 
D.	 Some need to be rebuked to be sound - some won't endure sound doctrine. 

II.	 Sound In Worship 
A.	 Must engage in true worship - like the apostles - in spirit - right attitUde. 
B.	 Neither ignorant, vain nor will worship is acceptable to God. 

III. Sound In Work 
A.	 We are given all the instruction we need for the work we are to do. 
B.	 The church is to preach and support preaching of the gospel - edify saints and 

help saints in need. (Individual Christians are to help others too.) 
C.	 Some want to involve the church in the social gospel - civil rights, etc. 

IV. Conversation Or Manner Of Life 
A.	 Our way of life should become the gospel and not be like those in the world. 
B.	 Christians should observe God's teaching on godly liVing - dress properly - not 

love the world - abstain from appearance of evil and fleshly lusts. 
C. Some persist in the works of the flesh. 

How Sound Are We? 
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SOUND PREACHING
 
2 Timothy 4: 1-4; Titus 2: 1
 

1. The word "sound" means free from flaw or defect, healthy, robust. 
2. This is the kind of preaching that all should want and encourage. 
3. Note some things that sound preaching does. 
I. It Exalts Christ And His Authori1£Y 

A. Christ is God's Son. Jesus:is the Christ - long looked for by the Jews. 
B. He is Lord - Ruler - Master. 
C. He has all authority in heaven and in earth for God gave it to Him. 

II. It Instructs In Righteousness 
A. God has furnished His people completely as to instruction in righteousness. 
B. We are to be servants of and live unto righteousness. 

III. It Emphasizes Obedience 
A. Obedience purifies souls and is necessary to salvation. 
B. The end of disobedience is destruction. 

IV. Sound Preaching Exposes Error 
A. Jesus did and so did Paul. 
B. There are false teachers - they are to be marked. 

V. It Contends For The Faith 
A. Paul did this and said that he was set for the defense of the gospel. 
B. Weare exhorted to contend for the faith. . 

VI. Sound Preaching Warns Man Ag~ 

A. Apostasy - Covetousness - Ungodliness. 
What Is Your Attitude Toward Sound Preaching? Do You Encourage It? 
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
 
Exodus 20:1-17
 

1.	 There is much misunderstanding over the ten commandments as to whom they were 
given and how long they were to be binding. 

2. A good study of this matter is needed. 
L What Are The Facts? 

A.	 The Bible clearly shows that the covenant and the ten commandmenu are one 
and the same. Sabbatarians deny this. 

B.	 The law, the law of God and the law of Moses are all the same. The law to 
which the Romans became dead was the ten commandment law - Rom. 7:4,7. 

C.	 The ten commandment law was given to the children of Israel because of trans
gressions and was to bring them to Christ. 

D.	 Some refuse to believe they were to be for a limited time. Consider the'use of 
the words "forever" and "perpetual" in the scriptures listed OD the chart. 

E.	 A new covenant was to be made - the old one was said to be faulty - it could 
not save. 

F.	 The old was to last till the seed (Christ) came to fulfill and end it. 
G. Christians are not under the ten commandments.
 

IL In The New Testament Similar Commands Are Given But Are Stronger
 
A.	 There is. one true God. Idols are forbidd'en and we are commanded notto swear. 
B.	 Parents are to be honored and obeyed. 
C.	 We are not to kill nor even hate - not to commit adultery, not even in heart. 
D.	 We are not to steal, bear false witness nor covet. 
E. Note: There is no command to keep the sabbath given to Christians. 

Obey The Commands That Apply To You! 
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TWO GOSPELS
 
Matthew E): 25-34
 

1. Jesus emphasized the greater value of man's soul than his body - Matt. 10:28. 
2.	 The social gospel idea was well expressed by William A. Windt at the funeral of 

James ReeD. the Unitarian preacher killed in Ala. crusading for civil rights. He 
said of his friend. "He had a great love for people and their needs." "He could not 
have cared less about whether they were going to heaven, he cared where they were 
going now." Time Magazine (5-19-65 page 26). 

3.	 Note the great contrast. 
L The Gospel Of Christ 

A.	 Is concerned with man's soul - his spiritual needs - his freedom from sin. 
B.	 It is concerned with his right to pray - his salvation - food for his soul, 
C.	 It prepares him for heaven and eternal happiness and makes him a better man 

while on earth. 
II.	 The Social Gospel 

A.	 Is interested in man's body - his physical and social needs and desires. 
B.	 Wants to assure him of his right to political freedom and to vote. 
C.	 Seeks to provide him with entertainment and food for his body which causes him 

to lose any desire he might have for heaven. 
D.	 Presents his present happiness as the important thing and in doing so makes him 

worse instead of better - lazy - the world owes him a living. 
Are ·..~ou More Concerned About The Spiritual Or Physical? 

•	 COl trasts can be made item by item. 
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THE WAY TO UNITY
 
John 1~r: 20 -23
 

1. Jesus prayed	 that all who would believe in Him might be one as He and His Father 
are one. 

2.	 This unity can be gained but not on the plans of men - only on God·s plan. 
t Men Must Recognize This Great Fact - There Is 

A.	 One Body and it is the church of the Lord. 
B.	 One Spirit - the Holy Spirit. 
C.	 One Hope and that is in Christ Jesus and our obedience to Him. 
D.	 One Lord and He is Jesus the Christ" 
E.	 One Faith and that is the teaching- the doctrine of Christ. 
F.	 One Baptism - the one Jesus commanded. 
G. One God - the Father - the Creator. 

Will You Do What You Can That The Prayer Of Jesus Might Be Answered? 
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WHAT COMES BEFORE FffiST?
 
Matthew 13: 24-34
 

1. This is a lesson that is needed by everyone. What really does being first mean? 
2. Many things	 are allowed to come before what the Bible teaches is first. 

L What The Bible Teaches Is First 
A. God must come first. Weare to see k first His kingdom and righteousness. 
B. We must put Christ before our families and our own lives. 
C. Doing the Father's will must come before doing our will. 
D. The Father's business is first before ours. 
E. Our striving should be first to enter the strait gate. 
F. Our first affections should be set on things above not on things on the earth. 

IL What Do So Many Actually Put Before Fi~ 

A. They put themselves and their O\Jn convenience first. 
B. 'Many put their families and their deliires before first. 
C. Some have more concern for their frtends and in pleasing them than God. 
D. Many put their jobs before first. "We've got to make a living haven't we?" 
E. Personal possessions come before first: for many. 
F. Pleasures are allowed to take precedence before service to God. 

What About You? Do You Really Put First Things First? Are You Doing So? 
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WHO CARES FOR MY SOUL?
 
Psalms 142:4
 

1.	 Some people wonder if anyone cares whether they are lost or saved. 
2.	 Is not this attitude really a matter of self justification? A person may ha ve shown 

no interest whatever in his own soul but wants to put the blame on others so says 
"Who cares for my soul anyway?" 

3. This attitude is often true of neglectful and unfaithful members of the church. 
L Some Who Do Care 

A.	 God does and has demonstrated it in the great gift of His Son for all. 
B.	 Christ does and has shown it by His teaching and death in our behalf and by 

His present work of interceeding for His people. 
C.	 The Holy Spirit does by revealing God's will for man and inviting all to come. 
D.	 The angels do for they rejoice when a sinner repents. 
E.	 All faithful Christians do for they recognize: the responsibility God has given to 

them to reach the lost with the truth. 
F.	 Even the lost care. The rich man did not '/\Iant his brothers to be in torment. 

II.	 Do You Care? 
A.	 This is really the big question. Suppose some of our fellow men don't care a

bout us that wont change our individual responsibility. Every man has to bear 
his own burden, appear for himself before the judgment seat of Christ and give 
an account of himself to God. 

B.	 Do you care for your soul? Have you obeyed the gospel? 
C. As a member of the church do you care? Are you a faithful Christian,! 

Who Cares? I[ You Don't How Can You Blame Others? 
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