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CONSIDER THESE BLESSINGS 
Ephesians 1:3 

All ought to give very serious consideration to these blessings. None other can com­

pare with them anywhere. They are avaiable in only one place. 
I. Many Great Blessings 

A.	 Sins washed away - redemption and forgiveness of sins. 

B.	 Salvation and peace with God. 

C.	 Become a new creature with past wiped out, forgiven and forgotten. 

D.	 Have etemallife in Christ. 
E.	 The privilege of prayer to God - a way to God through Christ. 
F.	 Christ to interceed in your behalf with His Father. 
G.	 An inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled and that fadeth not away. 

H.	 The privilege of dying in Christ and having an abundant entrance into heaven. 
I. The crown of life given to those who love His appearing. 

n.	 These Blessings Can Be Yours 

A.	 They are all in Christ and available to you and to all who will have them. 
B.	 You can be in Christ. There is only one way and that is by being baptized in­

to Him. 
C. You must remain faithful in Christ. 

Surely You Must Want These Blessings. Won't You Make Them Yours Now? 
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DANGERS THE CHURCH FACES 

Ephesians 6:10-18 

There are a number of dangers facing the church today. We need to be aware of 

these dangers and overcome them. 

I. Let Us Be Awake To The Dangers Of. •. 

A.	 Ignorance - many members of the church now are not good students of tile word. 
B.	 Neglectfulness - many grow careless in their duties to the Lord. 

C.	 Worldliness - the increasing popularity of worldliness and pleasure seeking is 

entangling more and more members of the Lord's body. Teaching is needed. 
D.	 There is constant danger of error coming in. 
E.	 Boastfulness - some now are very proud of "their many good works". 

F.	 Compromise - there is a desire on the part of a number to get along with the 

denominations and to become more like them. 

II.	 Let Us Fight Against The Danger Of. .. 
A.	 Materialism - too much emphasis is put on material wealth. We must fight 

against the temptation to keep up with the world. 

B.	 Lukewarmness - materialism tends to bring on lukewarmness. 

C.	 Indifference - we must take a positive stand for the Lord and His way. 

D.	 The doctrine being corrupted with the ideas and ways of men. 
E.	 There is always the danger of apostacy with which to contend. 

Are You Fully Aware Of These Dangers? Are You Helping To Overcome Them? 





FAITH - DEAD OR ALIVE? 

James 2:14-26 

1.	 The doctrine of faith only is a very popular one. Many deny that man is required 

to do anything to be sa ved. 

2.	 For our soul's sake let us make an impartial study of this subject from the Bible. 
1.	 Dead Faith 

A.	 lames says tha t faith only is a dead faith. 

B.	 Now contrast this statement of James with statements from the Baptist manual 

and the Methodist discipline. 

C.	 Faith only does not love and does not obey. 

D.	 Faith only is dead and therefore can do nothing. 

II.	 Live Faith 

A.	 It takes live faith to love, work and obey. 

B.	 Such faith is perfected by its action. 

C.	 Live, loving, working, 0 bedient faith justifies. 

D.	 Consider the examples of Noah, Abraham, about 3, 000 on Pentecost and the 

eunuch. These people had live faith that caused them to obey the commands 

given them and they were rewarded. 

E.	 Other examples can be seen in the blind man washing his eyes, the sinner be­

ing baptized, Christians being faithful in their duties as Jesus commanded. 

Do You Have A Dead Faith Or Is It Alive And Working? 
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FROM BIRTH TO ETERNITY 
Luke 16:19-31 

This lesson traces man through life, death, the resurrection, judgment and to eternity. 

I. From Birth To Accountability 
A.	 Infants are innocent and safe. They do not inherit the sins of their parents. 
B.	 If they die as infants they will pass into Abraham's bosom to await the resurrection. 

C.	 When they learn right from wrong they then pass into the power of darkness. 

II.	 Man's Possibilities 
A.	 Man can re;nain in the power of darkness all his life and pass at death into Tartarus. 

B.	 Man rna y hear and answer the Lord's precious invitation and be baptized into the 

kingdom of Christ. 
C.	 He may become careless and unfaithful and pass at death into Tartarus. 
D.	 He may be faithful all the rest of his life and at death pass into Abraham's bosom. 

III.	 The Hadean World 
A.	 Hades is the place of departed spirits - both the righteous and the unrighteous . 

.	 B. The righteous are at peace in paradise or Abraham's bosom while the wicked are in 
torment separated from the righteous by a great gulf. 

IV.	 The Judgment 
A.	 There will be a great resurrection and a great judgment - a great separation. 
B. To the righteous the King will say. "Come ye blessed.. " but to the wicked He will 

say, "Depart from Me, ye cursed," - some to heaven and others to hell. 

Where On This Journey Are You? In Which Direction Are You Headed As Of Now? 
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GOD'S POWER TO SAVE AND KEEP 

Romans 1:16; 1 Peter 1:5 

There is a great need of understanding of just how people are saved and how they arc kcpt 

saved. Many think they have nothing to do with it themselves. 

1. People Are Saved By.• • 
A.	 Their turning to God - leaving the darkness of sin and error. 

B.	 The gospel - it being preached - heard, believed and obeyed. 

e.	 Being baptized into Christ. 

D.	 When people obey these commands of the Lord they then are freed from sin. 

E.	 People are thus sa ved by God's power in the gospel. 

II.	 People Are Kept Sa ved By... 

A.	 The power of God through faith. Man must believe and keep himself il1 the lovc 01 

God by being faithful - believing to the saving of the soul. 

B.	 Continuing in the faith - fighting the good fight of faith. 

e.	 Pressing onward Jlld upward for salvation that comes at the cnd of a life of fait 11. 

D. The crown of life comes after a faithful life. 

Man Must Be Active Himself To Be Saved And To Keep Saved. Are You? 
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HA VE YOU OBEYED THE GOSPEL? 

1.	 Does the expression, "Obey the gospel", sound strange to you? Is it something 
different to what you ha ve always heard from preachers? 

2.	 No doubt you are familiar with the popular expressions of men such as, "Get Re­

ligion", "Get Saved", "Pray Through", "Accept Christ As Your Personal Saviour", 

"Ma ke Your Decision", etc. but did you know tha t these are not Bible expressions? 

I.	 The Gospel Is To Be Obeyed 

A.	 Salvation is to the obedient who are purified by obeying the gospel. 

B.	 Many priests were obedient to the faith. Obedience is from the hean. 

C.	 All have not obeyed and many will not obey - the contentious won't. 

D.	 It is foolish for one not to obey the gospel because those who don't will be de­

stroyed. 

II.	 What Is The Gospel? 

A.	 The gospel is God's call to man - God's message of salvation to man. 

B.	 The gospel is God's saving power. 
C.	 The gospel is the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. 

D.	 The gospel must be kept pure from the doctrines and commandments of men. 

III.	 How Does Ole Obey The Gospel? 

A.	 Study and consider carefully what the Romans did. 

B. ale must hear and believe the facts and comply with the commands. 

Have You Obeyed The Gospel? Why Not Do So Now? 
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HOW DO YOU JUDGE YOURSELF?
 
Acts 13:44-46
 

1.	 The Jews by rejecting the gopel judged themselves w1worthy of everlasting life. 

2.	 Many today consciously or unconsciously are judging themselves unworthy of ever­

lasting life. Could you be guilty of doing this? 

I.	 Do You Judge Yourself Unworthy Of Everlasting Life? 

A.	 Because of prejudice against the truth? That was the Jews' trouble. 

B.	 Some are so concerned about the action or lack of action of prominent people. 

C.	 Some refuse to hear while others judge without hearing. 

D.	 Some by their love for the wrong things - riches, praise of men and pleasure 

judge themselves unworthy of everlasting life. 

E.	 Some do so by their putting off and delaying todo what they know they should. 

II.	 Do You Judge Yourself Fortunate For The Possibility Of Having Eternal Life? 

A. We are fortunate indeed that God loves us and through His goodness, mercy 

and willingne ss He has ma de provision for our sa Iva tion through Christ. 

B. We ought to be very thankful that Jesus came to save. He willingly paid the 

price, sacrificed His life that we might be saved and He interceeds for us. 

C. We. ought to be thankful for the gospel with its simplicity. power and terms. 

How Are You Judging Yourself Now? Won't You Reconsider This Matter? 
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IGNORANT OF GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS
 
Romans 10 :1-3
 

1.	 Thele is much ignorance of God's word - God's plan of salvation. 
2.	 We refer to righteousness of God as His requirements - His commandments. 
,1.	 There Is Ignorance Of Who Is Saved 

A.	 Some think that without time or effort for God they still will not be lost. 
B.	 Many feel that any "good, honest, charitable" person will be saved. 

C.	 Many follow their conscience or parents and think they can't go wrong. 
D.	 Salvation is personal - one must act for himself - obey the gospel to be saved. 

II.	 There Is Ignorance Of How ale Is Saved 
A.	 Some say by "faith only" or "through prayer", "while plowing" or "like thief". 
B.	 Some think of salvation as something you catch - like it was a disease. 
C.	 Many believe and follow anything their preachers or creeds say. 
D.	 One is saved by obeying the gospel of Christ as the Bible teaches. 

III.	 There Is Ignorance Of Where Ole Is Saved 
A.	 Many will say, "the church doesn't save" while thinking they are safe in den­

ominationalism. Some expect the Masonic lodge to save them. 
B.	 The sa ved a re in Chr ist - in His church, His bod y. 

IV.	 There Is Ignorance Of How ale Keeps Sa ved 
A.	 Some think they are saved with no chance of ever being lost regardless of what. 
B. The Bible teaches that faithfulness is necessary to keeping saved. 

Do You Know What God Requires Of You? Will You Obey Him Now? 
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"IS THE LORD'S HAND WAXED SHORT?" 

Numbers 11:18-23 

1.	 There are some who feel that God will have to have human ideas to help carry 

out His promises. 

2.	 Some had this idea in Bible days and many do today. 

I.	 Concern For God's Promises 

A.	 Moses was worried about God's promise to feed all the Israclites. 

B.	 Sarah laughed about God's promise that she would have a son. Brother N. B. 

~ardeman used to say she and Hagar formed the first Ladies Aid Society. 

C.	 Men see no harm in ways they devise to help Cod fulfill His promises. 

II.	 The Lord Asked Moses, "Is The Lord's Hand Waxed Short?" 

A.	 God is Almighty - there is nothing lacking about Him nor His ability. 

B.	 His hand was not short when He spoke the world into existence - made all things. 

C.	 His hand was not shan when He spared Noah from the flood or saved Israel. 

D.	 Neither was it short when He provided salvation for man alld purposed the 

church in Christ. Time would fail to tell of all Ifis manifestations of power. 

III.	 Thc Lord's Work Is Not Short 

A.	 God's work and way perfect - complete - nothing is lacking or WJIItiug. 

B.	 God has pro\'id!i'd sufficiency in the Sa viour, thc gospel plan, the church, the 

Script\lfes and the work of the churell bIll Cnholics, uenolllin;llioll:llists allu 

mallY hrethren don't think ~o and tllm to their comillon selbe for Il\.:lp. 

Truct In The Lord ;\11U III j lis Way! Lo\c ,\IJU Obey llilll FJithflllly! 
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RUN THAT YE MA.Y OBTAIN 
1 Corinthians 9:24 

1.	 The life of a Christian is compared to a race in which one engages to win, 
2.	 We 11eed to heed Paul's admonition and run as if there were to be only one winner 

and we are determined to be that one. 
1.	 Ole Must Qualify For The Race 

A.	 Must strive lawfully. Must meet the Lord's requirements - hear, believe, re­

pent, confess and be baptized. 
B.	 The devil tempts with a dead, do nothing faith - no obedience. 

II.	 Run A Good Race - Look To Jesus - Keep Your Eye 01 The Crown 
A.	 Heed the Bible warnings of who the devil is after and how he works. 

B.	 Accept the help and encouragement of the Scriptures. 
C.	 Overcome temptations to the works of the flesh, worldliness, human orders, 

unfaithfulness, neglectfulness and shirking of individual responsibility. 
D.	 Add to faith virtue, knOWledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly 

kindness and charity. 
E.	 Grow spiritually, sow bountifully, always be faithful to the Lord. 
F. Resist the devil, endure and overcome all temptations and receive the crown. 

Are You Not Yet In The Race? Why Not Get In Now? How Well Are You Running? 

•	 This chan is furnished with a cardboard cut out man that can be made to advance 

up the course by use of a magnet. 
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SATAN'S POWER 
1 Peter 5:6-9 

1.	 We seem prone to underestimate the power of Satan. Don't do it! 
2.	 Satan recognizes no one as being too big or good for him to challenge. He cvcn 

tempted the Lord. 
I.	 Facts About Satan That We Need To Know 
A.	 He is called in the Scriptures the prince and the god of this world. 

B.	 Jesus said that he is the father of lies. 

e.	 He controls sinners and takes captive at his will. 
D.	 Working through false teachers he robs men of the word lest they should belie ve 

and obey the truth. 
II.	 The Devil Seeks To Devour 

A.	 Picture him as Peter does' - a roaring lion seeking to devour all he can. 
B.	 He desires the Lord's people and is often among them. 
C.	 He fills hearts with evil to lie. deceive, be worldly, be unfaithful in marriage 

and entices souls away from the truth - even gospel preachers. 

III.	 Wha t Can We Do? 
A.	 Refuse to cooperate with him. He cannot be successful without our cooperation. 

B.	 We ought not to be ignorant of how he works since we are informed of him. 

e. Be prepared and stand against him - resist him so he will flee from us. 

Are You Delivered Out Of Satan's Power? Why Not Turn From Him? 
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SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES
 

John 5:39
 

1.	 The Jews prided themselves in their knowledge and understanding of the sctiptures 

yet they were not able to recognize Jesus as the fulfillment of them. 

2.	 We need to heed this admonition too and be diligent and daily in our search of the 

scriptures. 

I.	 The Scriptures Testify Of Christ 

A.	 The Scriptures prophesied of the birth, the work and the mission of Christ. 

B.	 The Scriptures present Christ as Prophet, Priest and King. 

C.	 In prophecy and in fulfillment they show His rejection by the Jews. 

D.	 His kingdom was foretold and those prophecies were fulfilled. 

E.	 Both His death and His resurrection were prophesied and accomplished. 

II.	 We Need To Search The Scriptures 

A.	 For truth - en1ightment - knOWledge - understanding. 

B.	 To prove whether or not the doctrine we have accepted, believe and uphold is 
the doctrine of the Bible. 

C.	 To have wisdom W1tO salvation - to learn and to do God's will. 

D.	 To learn how to be free from sin and become servants of God. 

E. To build ourselves up in the faith and make ready for judgment. 

Won't You Search, Learn And Obey The Teaching Of The Scriptures? 
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STRA NGE VOICES
 

John 10:4,5
 
1.	 The Lord compares His people to sheep who know their master's voice and follow 

Him. The sheep will not follow strangers. 
2.	 The Lord's people will hear and follow Him rejecting the voice of strangers. 

1.	 The Bible Furnishes Us With The Knowledge We Need 

A.	 God commanded, "Hear ye Him.. " 

B.	 The Lord's sheep are those who hear and follow Him. 

e.	 The Scriptures furnish us completely W1!O every good work. 
D.	 We are to speak as the oracles of God. 

II.	 The Strange Voices 
A.	 The voice of worldliness urges the gratifying of all fleshly lusts to the full. 
B.	 The voice of denominationalism says one "church" as good as another but all 

need to join together in brotherhood for all are striving for heaven. 
e.	 The voice of worldly success places business and profits above all else - first. 

D.	 The voice of emotionalism talks of a religion that is better felt than told. 
E.	 The voice of morality speaks of one's own goodness and that that will save him. 
F.	 The voice of the social gospel advocates the church doing any "good work". 
G.	 The Lord's people know not the voice of strangers. Their ears are attuned to 

their Master's words. He is their authority. 

Do You Know The Voice Of Strangers Or Only The Voice Of The Good Shepherd? 
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THE UNPROFITABLE SERVANT
 
Matthew 25:24-.30
 

1. Why was this servant called unprofitable? Why was he cast out? 
2. We might be guilty of the same thing he was. Study carefUlly what is said of him. 

1. There Is No Indication That This Servant Was... 
A.	 Wasteful or dishonest or he would not still have had the one talent. 
B.	 Lustful, drunkard or immoral or chances are he would have used the talent in 

gratifying his appetite. 
II.	 His Sin Was Of. •. 

A.	 Ommission - lea ving undone what he should have done. 
B.	 He was afraid to try to do something lest he make a failure. He was not active. 
C.	 From a negative point of view he might have done well. He could have said, 

"I didn't spend it, waste it nor consume it upon lusts," He was still a wicked 
and slothful servant. 

III.	 How Do We Compare? 
A.	 Are we as active as we should be? Are we afraid to do things lest we fail? 
B.	 Are our abilities and time so taken up with business and social affairs thatso far 

as the Lord's work is concerned they are completely hidden? 
C.	 Do we give liberally of our means to His work? 
D. Is our religion altogether negative? 

Will The Lord Say Of Us, "Cast Ye The Unprofitable Servant Into Outer Darkness?" 
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UNSEARCHABLE RICHES
 
Ephesians 3:8-12
 

1.	 Unsearchable means not traced out, cannot be comprehended, fathomless, boundless, 
exha ustless. 

2.	 Such describes these wonderful riches now available to mankind. 
I.	 The se Riches 
A.	 Were once kept secret - once hid in God. 

B.	 They are now made manifest - made known to man. 
II.	 What Are These Riches? 

A.	 The salvation the prophets inquired of and the angels desired to look into. 
B.	 Redemption and forgiveness of sins. 
C.	 The many wonderful blessings that are in Christ. 

III.	 These Riches Are Unsearchable - Boundless 
A.	 Jesus ga ve Himself a ransom for all men. He made a sacrifice sufficient forever. 
B.	 Consider some examples of men saved as a result of these exhaustless riches - the 

jailer, the sorcerer, those responsible for the crucifixion of Christ, the chief of 
sinners. 

C.	 There is continuned cleansing - provision for the erring. 
IV.	 Men To Know Of These Riches 

A.	 They are to be made manifest now and to be spoken boldly without compromise. 

B. They aLe to be made known to all nations - to every creature. 
Do You Know And Fully Appreciate These Great And Unsearchable Riches? 
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WHAT ABOUT THE THIEF? 

Luke 23:39-43 
1.	 The claim is often made that the thief proves that baptism is not essential. 
2.	 Is the thief an example of salvation? Our knowledge of him limited to 14 verses. 

1. Concerning The Thief It Is Generally Supposed••. 
A.	 He was always wicked and eVil, never baptized, only concerned about Christ 

when faced with death. 
B. Some imply that he had a better concept of the kingdom that the apostles. 
C.	 It is supposed he went to heaven that day but did he??? 

II.	 Consider These Facts About The Thief 
A.	 He is not an example of salvation. The apostles taught gospel obedience. 
B.	 The thief died W1der the law and before Christ's will and baptism became ef­

fective. He died before the church was established. 
C.. Christ will save the church. He died for the church. 

We never hear of anyone who wants to be saved like the Lord told the rich ruler he 
could be. Why? Man wants everything for nothing and thus finds comfon in this 

thief. 
Follow Christ -- Not The Thief. Hear, Believe And Obey Christ Now!! 
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WHAT CHOICE DOES MAN HAVE?
 
Isaiah 66:1-4
 

1.	 We hear much of man's choice in religious affairs but really what choice is there 

for man; Consider carefully the text. 
2.	 Let us learn well from some Bible examples. Obedience is important. 

I.	 Some Old Testament Examples 
A.	 What choice did Cain and Abel have when God accepted one and rejected the 

othe r in their offe rings? Maybe Cain thought it made no difference. 
B.	 What kind of a personal choice did Noah have when he built the ark as to size, 

material, etc.? 
C.	 Consider the difference in the choice made by Lot and his wife. 
D.	 Could Abraham have refused by his choice to offer Isaac and still please God? 
E.	 Maybe Nadab and Abihu thought their choice was just as good as what God had 

commanded them. They paid a terrible price for their own choice. 
F.	 When Naaman reconsidered and changed his mind he was then blessed. 
G.	 Jonah was given a chance to change to God's choice after his experience. 

II.	 Consider Some New Testament Teaching 
A.	 The Lord has given us the Bible for our gUide. Can we choose a human creed? 
B.	 The Bible teaches one baptism for salvation which puts one into Christ. Can 

we choose to make baptism anything we want and for any purpose we desire? 
C.	 Can we choose a church of our own when Christ has the only one? 
D. Can we choose our own way of worship over God's commands? 

We Need To Choose To Believe And Obey God - To Follow His Choosing! 





WHAT tviANNER OF PERSONS OUGHT IT TO BE? 

2 Peter 3:10-18 

Peter in this chapter discusses the end of the world and shows Ihat Christians ought 

to be prepared for it. We are given many and sufficient warnings. 

1. We Ought To Be Mindful 

A.	 That Christ will return and that there is no second chance. 

S. Of the judgment and the fact that we all will give account of our deeds. 

C.	 Of etemity and the reward and punishment that is coming. 

II.	 We Ought To Be Faithful 

A.	 Steadfast - not forsaking our duties to the Lord. 

B.	 Not grow weary in well doing but being faithful unto death. 

III.	 We Ought To Be Holy - Separate - Set Apart From The World 

A.	 Jesus makes holy and commands to keep holy and to present bodies holy and 

acceptable WHO God. 
'. B. Follow holiness, keeping self spotless and blameless, becoming the gospel. 

IV.	 We Should Be Busy 

A.	 Working while there is time, making the most of our opportunities to teach 

and warn others of what is coming. 

B. We need to persuade others to prepare to meet the Lord,
 

Are You The Kind Of Person You Ought To Be?
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THE WILL OF GOD 

Ephesians 5:17 

All should be interested in knowing and doing God's will. We must to please the Father. 

1. God Wills For Men To• .. 
A. Know the truth and repent of their sins. 

B. Ohey the truth. 

e. Be delivered from' evil. 

D. Be saved and sanctified. The saved are sanctified, 

II. God Wills For His Children To... 

A. Be filled with the knowledge of His will so they may ever obey Him. 

B. Grow spiritually. 

e. Be ever faithful to Him. 

D. Be thankful - grateful for all blessings received. 
'. 

E. Be honest and law abiding. 

All must do the father's will to enter hea ven, Our ignorance of, or failure to ohey God's 

will does 110t and will not excmc nor justify us in the judgment. 

Have You Obeyed The Will Of Cod? Are You Faithfully Doing His Will? 
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