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FOREWORD 


Here are strengthening words for days of storm and 

testing, and cheering words for nights dark and starless, 

and guiding words for times of mental perplexity and of 

moral peril. They come to us across distant centuries, 

but they meet precisely our modern needs. They are 

weighted with divine mysteries, but they chiefly concern 

human duties. They were addressed to members of a 

heavenly brotherhood, but they deal with the practical, 

earthly problems of employers and servants, husbands 

and wives, teachers and taught, rich and poor, of all 

who need encouragement to press on through sorrow to 

joy, through temptation and failure to strength and vic

tory, through doubts and fears to assured faith and cloud

less hope. They were written by men who had been 

companions of Christ, but they are his present messengers 

for all who yield to his Spirit and seek to do his will.
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INTRODUCTION 


Th~ :<rt of letter-writing has been lost; at least it is sel. 
dom displayed. The haste of modern life, the many 
means of communication, the ease of travel and transpor
tation, the multitude of books and papers, these and other 
causes have increased vastly the volume of correspondence, 
but have made its character more fugitive and less studied 
and serious. It cannot be denied, however, that this: 
form of literature is peculiarly instinct with human 
interest and rich in biographic and historical material. 

all the letters of the world, those written in the 
".,,,niT',-'{' by the followers of Christ, and preserved for 

us in the Testament, are regarded as By 
way of eminence they are called epistles. word, of 
course, might be applied to any series of yet 

LU'L~L~Ly its use is being restricted to these which are of 
such surpassing dignity and value and which have exercised 
such an incomparable influence upon the history of the 
race. 

Of these epistles those which bear the names of James, 
Peter, John, and Jude, have been placed in a group by 
themselves and for many centuries have been known as the 
catholic or "General Epistles." The exact of the 
title has been a matter of some uncertainty. may 
refer to their authorship, their contents, or their destina
tion. The authorship of all other New Testament 

has popularly been assigned to Paul, but in this 
group of General Epistles we find the products of a number 
of different writers. Of these, James and Jude were own 
brothers of Jesus and the other two, Peter and John, were 
his most prominent apostles. It is of interest to note that 
we find here the writings of two men who had shared the 
pvnplrlpnf'f'" of the home in Nazareth and of two other men, 

had been most intimate with Christ in the of his 
earthly ministry and who after his ascension were most 
closely united in the work of establishing his Church. 
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10 INTRODUCTION 

While it is not highly probable that we title of these 
epistles is due to their content, it is true that the themes 
discussed are of the most general character. They con· 
tain references to every cardinal doctrine oi Christianity, 
and touch every phase of Christian experience. It is 
well to note, however, that each one of these writers lay" 
special stress upon some one characteristic and distin
guishing truth. J ames is the apostle of works, Peter 
gives messages of hope, John is an exponent of love, and 
Jude emphasizes the need of a pure faith. 

It is most of all likely that the title is due to the general 
character of the readers for whom these epistles were de
signed. Paul wrote his letters to specific individuals or 
churches or groups of churches; these letters were ad
dressed to the universal Church or to Christian believers 
scattered over wide areas of the Roman Empil-e. This is 
not strictly true of them all. For example, the Second 
and Third Epistles of John seem to be addressed to in
dividuals. However, it is sufficiently accurate to suggest 
this general character as the origin of the familiar title 
and to allow us to make the immediate application that 
here are messages for us all, designed for the help and 
guidance of Christians in every place and time. 

The historic references in these epistles lead us back to 
the earthly ministry of Christ and to the recorded acts 
of his apostles. The prophetic utterances point us for
ward to his return, not with such fullness as to satisfy our 
curiosity, but with such certainty as to inspire hope. 
One of their chief values lies in their accurate pictures of 
the Apostolic Church, covering the whole course of its 
career from the early ministry of J ames to the late years 
of the aged John. The passages of difficult interpretation 
are sufficiently numerous to inspire humility and caution; 
but the main teachings are plain and of immediate applica
tion to the life and problems of the modern Church. They 
invite careful and repeated reading and suggest the 
possibility of continual growth "in the grace and knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 



THE EPIS'FuE OF 

JAMES 


Those were peculiar privileges which the writer of this 
epistle enjoyed during the long years of companionship 
with Jesus, his brother, in the home of Mary at Nazareth; 
together they read the book of nature in lovely Galilee. 
together they were taught the Book of God by their mother 
and in the village school. These influences ,vere never 
lost. It is true that, like his brothers, James did not 
understand the startling claims which Jesus made as he 
began his public ministry, he was not convinced by the 
miracles or the equally wonderful messages of our Lord; 
he illustrates the stupidity, possibly the subsequent poign
ant of those who fail to value the familiar and the 

who give no hOllor to a prophet "in his own 
house." Nevertheless he never lost the impression made 
upon him by the words and works of Christ; and when, 
in the light of the resurrection, the light which alone 
brings conviction to most of us to-day, he saw the true 
nature of his brother according to the flesh, he was ready 
to worship and serve him as his divine Lord and Master. 
Then those early influences bore their abundant fruit. 
No one among the followers of Christ was better known, 
none more respected, none more honored. James was 
conceded the place of leadership, he was recognized as the 
head of the Church. So, too, as he composed .his epistle 
he used, more nearly than any other writer, the very words 
of Jesus, and he reproduced more perfectly the spirit of 
those Scriptures which as a boy he had studied with Jesus. 

I t is evident from the letter that those whom James ad
dresses were Jews. He calls them "the twelve tribes which 
are of the Dispersion," and he has in mind his fellow 
countrymen who were scattered in various parts of the 
Roman world. Evidently they have accepted Jesus as the 
Messiah, as "the Lord of glory," and James is writing 
from Jerusalem to urge them to live in accordance with 
their Christian profession. Most of them seem to be 

u 



12 THE EPISTLE OF JAMES 

poor, and to be suffering from the selfishness and 
oppression of the Jews among whom they are living. 
They are persecuted as apostates, dragged before the 
judgment seats, imprisoned, deprived of their goods, and 
tempted to renounce their faith. Nor are they them
selves free from fault. They seek the friendship of the 
world, are obsequious to the rich, are at strife among 
themselves, are lacking in Christian love. The purpose 
of the epistle, therefore, is eminently practical. James 
seeks to correct their errors and to admonish them for 
their failures. He does not attempt to teach Christian 
doctrine, but to stimulate Christian life. He assumes 
the great truths of the faith and upon theseas afounda. 
tion urges the readers to build the necessary superstruc
ture of consistent works. 

The theme of the epistle might be stated as "Christ{an 
Wisdom," by which is meant, not speculative knowledge 
or revealed truth, but practical knowledge, truth applied 
to life, creed resulting in character. It shows how Chris
tians should and may live in days of discouragement and 
persecution; it suggests the temptations by which they 
ever are beset. It guides their actions when trials abound, 
when even in churches may be found "respect of persons," 
dead orthodoxy, tongues of deceit, evil speaking, love of 
the world, forgetfulness of God, self-indulgence. and greed. 
It is thus an epistle of practical wisdom for perilous 
times. 

Most striking of all is the fact that its fundamental 
note voices the universal cry of the present age. This 
note is the demand for reality in religion; it rebukes all 
pretense and self-deception, all sham and hypocrisy; 
it insists that faith shall be tested by works, that char
acter shall correspond to profession. It is this under
lying thought which unites the various sections of the 
epistle and brings into vital relation its diverse themes. 
These sections may be summarized as follows: 

1. Trials and Temptations. James 1 : 1-18. 
2. Hearing and Doing. Ch. 1 : 19-27. 
3. Respect of Persons. Ch. 2 : 1-13. 
4. Faith and Works. Ch. 2 : 14-26. 
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S. Control of the Tongue. Ch. 3 : 1-12. 
6. False and True Wisdom. Ch. 3 : 13-18. 
7. Worldly Lusts. Ch.4: 1-10. 
8. Censoriousness. Ch.4: 11, 12. 
9. Self-Confidence. Ch.4: 13-17. 

10. The Doom of the Oppressor. Ch. 5 : 1-6. 
11. Patience in Suffering. Ch. 5 : 7-11. 
12. Profanity. Ch. 5 : 12. 
13. Prayer for the Sick. Ch. 5 : 13-18. 
14. Saving Souls. Ch. 5 : 19, 20. 





15 James 1: 1.18 TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS 

1. TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS. JAMES 1 : 1-111 

1 James, a ser.ant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to the twelve tribes which are of the Dispersion, greeting. 

2 Count it all joy, my brethren, when ye fall into manifold 
temptations; 3 knowing that the proving of your fait.h 
worketh patience. 4 And let patience have its perfect work. 
that ye may be perfect and entiJ:.e, lacking in nothing. 

5 But if any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God, 
who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall be 
given him. (; But let him ask in faith, nothing doubting: 
for he that doubteth is like the surge of the sea driven by 
the wind and tossed. 7 For let not that man think that 
he shall receive anything of the Lord; 8 a doubleminded 
man, unstable in all his ways. 

9 But let the brother of low degree glory in his high estate: 
10 and the rich, in that he is made low: because as the 
flower of the grass he shall pass away. 11 For the sun 
ariseth with the scorching wind, and withereth the grass; 
and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion 
of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in 
his goings. 

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for 
when he hath been approved, he shall receive the crown 
of life, which the Lord promised to them that love him. 
13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God; 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempteth 
no man: 14 biJ.J __each_ JUan jlLtempted•.when he is _drawn 
away by his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then the lust, when 
it hath conceived, bee,Ie!h sip.: and the sin, when it is full· 
grown, ~ring~~!~@ d_e!illi.. 16 Be not deceived, my be
loved breffiren. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 
whom can be no variation, neither shadow that is cast by 
turning. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word 
of truth, that we should be a kind of flrstfruits of his creatures. 

In his brief line of greeting James pauses for no long 
description of himself or of his readers, merely indicating 
that as a "servant of God" he worships and obeys Jesus 
Christ as divine Lord and Master, and that those to whom 
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he writes are Jews of the great national dispersion. He 
at once turns to the first great need of the readers, both in 
his day and ours, as he gives comfort in trial and warning 
in temptation. I t is true that both experiences are 
denoted by the same word, yet the testing of which he 
speaks first is that of outward circumstances, and that 
which he next considers is due to inward desire. 

He startles us by the strange paradox with which he 
begins, as he bids us "count it all joy" when we are 
suddenly overwhelmed by misfortunes of every possible 
kind. He does not mean that we are to court disaster or 
to seek for trouble or to deny the reality of pain and sor
row, but we are to regard all tbeSl;:ady~rs.jties ~ t~stsof, 
faith and as rrH~a_nsofmoraf<llic:l spiritual groWth. We are 
t<>rejoice, nofl:lecause-distresses come, bilt in view of their 
possible results. They may produce "patience," which is 
not mere passive submission, but ,steadfa"t enduranc,e 
and triu,mphant trust, We are urged therefore to allow 
"patience" to do its full work in producing a maturity of 
character in which every virtue is fully developed and no 
grace is lacking. Such a blessed issue of trials is possible 
only when "\\'e look upon them in the right light; it 
requires "wisdom" to see life steadily and "see it whole" 
and to view its darker scenes in their right perspective. 
Trials may embitter, they may dwarf, they mav work 
moral disaster. Therefore we must ask God for "needed 
grace, for true '\Ilisdom." He gives to all liberally; he 
never rebukes us for asking too much. \Ve must, however, 
look to him in absolute confidence. If our minds are 
allowed to dwell only on our distress, or to turn restlessly 
back and forth from his changeless love to our pitiful 
selves, the state of the soul is like a wave of the sea, 
"driven by the \vind and tossed"; surely then no divine 
grace can be received, no moral progress can be made. 

Two familiar examples of testing are now given, the 
trials of poverty and the temptations of wealth. Either 
may result in moral injury, even in spiritual disaster; 
but if met with the "wisdom" which God gives, either may 
issue in the perfecting of character. It is of course much 
easier to rejoice when wealth comes than when it goel': 
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but joy may be possible in the latter experience when we 
realize that what one is should concern him more than what 

particuhirfywhen we remember that wealth passes 
away and a man ceases to be rich quite as swiftly as a 
flower withers under the summer sun. The character, 
however, which issues, from either the test of prosperity 
or the test of adversity abides forever. 

As James, therefore, emphasizes the reward of endur
ance, he speaks of "the crown of life, which the Lord 
promised to them that love him," by which he means that 
one whose faith stands the test, one who views each even t 
of life in the light of the wisdom which God gives, receives as 
a reward, as an inevitable result, life in ever fuller, larger 
degree, life more abundant, life for time and for eternity. 

As the writer declares this blessedness of "the man that 
endureth temptation," he has in mind both the tests of 
outward circumstances and also of inclinations to sin. Of 
the latter he now speaks in more detail. He assures us that 
as trials may lead into truer life, any harm which results 
from them must be due to the evil within us. That which 
converts a trial into a temptation is solely the sinful lust 
that comes from our own hearts. "Let no man say when 
he is tempted, I am tempted of God." We may not use 
those words, but we are all inclined to excuse our wrong
doing on the ground of some circumstance or inheritance 
which is logically related to the providence of God, which 
therefore comes from God. Evil, however, cannot tempt 
God, it can make no appeal to him, it cannot have its 
source in him; therefore "he himself tempteth no man." 
Evil desire, which we should which by the grace of 
God we may resist, is like a temptress by whom one is 
coaxed and cajoled and enticed; and when evil desire is 
allowed to lodge in the heart it soon controls the will. 
The result is sin. and the issue of sin is nothing less hideous 
than death. The loss of beauty and purity and holiness 
and happiness, the loss of fellowship with goodness and 
God, the loss of all that is Worthy the name of life, comes 
from our own evil selves. 

J ames warns us against false conceptions of ourselves 
or of God: "Be not deceived, my beloved hrethren." So 
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far from being the author of evil, God is the Giver of every 
good gift, and all his gifts are good. He is like the sun; 
other heavenly bodies like the moon or stars may wax or 
wane, but from "the Father of lights" streams forth 
changeless, unmingled love. Surely we can trust him in 
every hour of trial, in every time of temptation. His 
greatest gift is the new life which he has imparted to us 
through the tmth revealed in Christ. As the "firstfruits" 
were dedicated to God and gave promise of the coming 
harvest, so we Christians are designed to be the special 
possession of God and the pledge and earnest of a redeemed 
race. 

r
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2. HEARING AND DOING. Ch. 1 : 19-27 

19 Ye know this, my beloved brethren. But let every 
man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20 for 
the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 21 
Wherefore putting away all filthines~ and overflowing of 
wickedness, receive with meekness the implanted word, 
which is able to save your souls. 22 But be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, deluding your own selves. 
23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he 
is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a mirror: 
24 for he beholdeth himself, and goeth away, and straightway 
forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25 But he that 
looketh into the pelfect law, the law of liberty, and so con~ 
tinueth, being not a hearer that forgetteth but a doer that 
worketh, this man shall be blessed in his doing. 26 If any 
man thinketh himself to be religious, while he bridleth not 
his tongue but deceiveth his heart, this man's religion is 
vain. 27 Pure religion and undefiled before our God and 
Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. 

J ames has been speaking of the word of God as the 
instrument whereby a new life is imparted to the believer. 
He intimates that his readers are familiar with this fact, 
and with the gracious purpose of God toward all men: 
"Ye know this, my beloved brethren." He deems it 
necessary, however, to give certain instructions relative 
to the use which should be made of this word of God, 
this "word of truth," this gospel message. In fact he 
reaches the central thought of his epistle as he insists 
that truth must be received into the heart and expressed 
in the life. There are those who seem to think that "the 
word" is intended as an object about which we are to talk 
or to fight. Some men find little else in the Bible than 
subjects for debate. On the contrary, James insists that 
the message concerning Christ must be heard with eager
ness and carefully obeyed. "Let every man be swift to 
hear," let him improve every opportunity for learning more 
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truth, let him listen again and again to the divine message, 
let him be ready to receive light from any source. l.et 
him be "slow to speak," humbly taking the place of a 
learner, or if it becomes his duty to testify or to teach, let 
him do so with modesty and reverence, avoiding all care
lessness and flippancy and self-confidence. Let him also 
be "slow to wrath." religious discussions 
are too often attended with and anger. Too many 
public teachers seem to feel that the bitterness with which 
they assail their opponents wiII attest their zeal and 
devotion. James reminds such that "the wrath of man" 
cannot produce "the which God requires 
and which he aims to in the conduct of Christians. 
True hearers will put away all evil and malicious thoughts, 
and by a spirit of meekness will prepare the soul, as good 
soil, for the reception of "the word," which is implanted 
like good seed and springs up in a harvest of virtue and 
holiness and life. 

That this blessed issue the believer must 
receive the truth not only but also with 
prompt and resolute obedience: "But be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers deluding your own selves." 
This df>lusion is common in case of those Vi no suppose 
themselves to be religious because they are familiar with 
religious truths and their discussion. One who merely 
listens, or whose results in no action, is likened 
by James to a man who glance into a mirror 
and then turns away of what he has seen and 
with no effort toward improving his appearance. What a 
magic mirror the Word of God provides! It shows a man 
exactly what he is, with all his faults and failures and 
infirmities; and yet, as he upon that reflection, he 
beholds another image, of the ideal Man, and he sees 
what he himself should be. Most marvelous of all, as he 
looks steadfastly upon the perfection of his Lord, 
he finds himself free from bondage of habit and self 
and sin, and becoming "transfo("med into the same image 
from glory to glory." Surely, one who makes such a use 
of the word of truth, one who gazes into it and makes its 
rewlations the law of his cannot fail to find the bless~ 
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ing of God on all his deeds; he is "not a, hearer that for
getteth but a doer that worketh." 

James has suggested that a man may deceive himself as 
to his religious state by his enjoyment of religious discus
sions, or by his fluency of speech on religious themes, or 
by the warmth of his passion in religious disputes; he now 
adds that another cause of self-deception may be found in 
the care with which one performs religious rites and cere
monies. One may be most scrupulous in observing all 
the prescribed forms of religion, he may give alms and pray 
and fast, as the Pharisees did; he may attend church and 
sing hymns and observe sacraments; but his religion 
may still be an empty and vain delusion. James suggests 
three tests of religion, or to follow his words more exactly, 
he prescribes three religious exercises which cannot fail 
to please God. 

The first of these is self-control. The example which he 
gives is that of ability to bridle tlle tongue. In contrast 
with those members of the Church who prided themselves 

. upon their ekill in debate and their ability to distress their 
opponents, he suggests that a truer test of religion may be 
found in the ability to keep silence, particularly under 
irritating and annoying circumstances. "Holding the 
tongue" is only one of many forms of self -discipline, but, 
as James suggests in a later chapter, it is a supreme test, 
and, "if any stumbleth not in word, the same is a perfect 
man, able to bridle the whole body." 

The second exercise of religion which James proposes is 
charity. As the Old Testament frequently intimates, 
those usually most in need of sympathy and aid are 
orphans and widows. But they are not the only persons 
who make their appeal to our pity; James mentions them 
simply as types or examples; but he declares that care for 
them constitutes a true religious eeremony, it is part of a 
real ritual: "Pure religion and undefiled before our God 
and Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction. " 

The third expression of religion mentioned by James is 
purity: "To keep oneself unspotted from the world." 
To be religious, in this true sense, is by no means easy. 
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The world about us is full of evil; its maxims, its practices, 
its ideals, are too commonly opposed to the will of God. 

obedience to them the pure soul is sullied and stained 
by sin. To walk "in white garments," to have clean 
hands and clean hearts, this is to be religious, this is tQ 
please God. 
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3. RESPECT OF PERSONS. Ch. 2 : 1-13 

1 My brethren, hold not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Lord of glory, with respect of persons. 7, For if there come 
into your synagogue a man with a gold ring, in fine clothing, 
and there come in also a poor man in vile clothing; 3 and ye 
have regard to him that weareth the fine clothing, and say, 
Sit thou here in a good place; and ye say to the poor man. 
Stand thou there, or sit under my footstool; 4 do ye not 
make distinctions among yourselves, and become judges 
with evil thoughts? 5 Hearken, my beloved brethren j did 
not God choose them that are poor as to the world to be rich 
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he promised to them 
that love him? 6 But ye have dishonored the poor man. 
Do not the rich oppress you, and themselves drag you before 
the judgment-seats? 7 Do not they blaspheme the honor
able name by which ye are called? 8 Howbeit if ye fulfil the 
royal law, according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself, ye do well: 9 but if ye have respect of 
persons, ye commit sin, being convicted by the law as trans
gressors. 10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and 
yet stumble in one point, he is become guilty of all. 11 For 
he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. 
Now if thou dost not commit adultery, but killest, thou art 
become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak ye, and so do, 
as men that are to be judged by a law of liberty. 13 For 
judgment is without mercy to him that hath showed no 
mercy: mercy glorieth against judgment. 

In his first chapter James has spoken of the temptations 
by which we are assailed; here he deals ,,,,ith one which is 
most common, namely, that of partiality, of making unfair 
distinctions between persons. He has also referred to 
"the word of truth" by which we should direct our lives; 
he here mentions a fault which the law of Christ would 
forbid. Possibly the connection is even more direct. 
The previous verses have dealt with forms of religious 
service; here the writer may be recalling a scenE' which he 
had recently witnessed in the place of worship. The 
incident, whether real or imaginary, was one in which honor 
was shown to a rich man and disrespect to a man who was 
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poor; it is here mentioned to illustrate the fault which 
James seeks to correct, namely, "respect of persons." 
The word so translated means "judging by appearances," 
and so influenced to unfair treatment of people by con
siderations of wealth or class or power or social distinction. 
The folly of such behavior is rebuked by the words the 
writer employs to introduce his theme: "My brethren." 
We should treat one another as equals in the household of 
God and "hold not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Lord of glory, with respect of persons." As our faith is in 
Jesus Christ we should follow his example; as we submit 
to him as Lord we should obey his law; as he is "the Lord 
of glory," then, by comparison with him, all degrees of 
rank and position among men are insignificant and con
temptible. 

Nevertheless the fault of partiality, and of making un
just distinctions, is far too common even among Chris
tians. Few of us find the least difficulty in imagining the 
picture which James paints: Two strangers present them
selves to take part in a religious service j one, by his 
gorgeous clothing and his jewelry, is proclaimed to be rich; 
the other, in wretched rags, is evidently poor; the former 
is cordially welcomed and given a seat of honor, the latter 
is made to stand against the wall or to crouch upon the 
floor. Such conduct and all similar offenses James severely 
rebukes: "Do ye not make distinctions among yourselves, 
and become judges with evil thoughts?" 

The fault is condemned as unreasonable. I t is really 
absurd. Many poor men are actually rich, and many 
rich men are deserving only of contempt. How foolish 
then to judge a man by outward circumstances or to con
demn him because he belongs to a certain class! Poor 
men are often peculiarly rich in faith, and heirs of the 
glorious Kingdom of God; rich men are often opposed to 
God and his cause. The latter in the days of James, were 
notoriously cruel to Christians, oppressing them and 
dragging them to the judgment seats, and blaspheming 
the name of their Lord. 

More serious still the fault is not only unreasonable; 
it is unlawful, it is actually sinful. For all Christians, and 
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in the treatment of all men there is one changeless law: 
it is the law of love. It is called "the roval law" because 
it is superior to all others and because it makes those who 
obey it regal and kingly. It is called the "law of liberty" 
for it sets men free from sin and self. If we are controlled 
by this law in our treatment of rich or poor, we are worthy 
of praise; "If ye fulfil the royal law, according to the 
scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, ye do 
well: but if ye have respect of persons, ye commit sin, 
being convicted by the law as transgressors." 

To emphasize the guilt James adds the difficult words: 
"For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble 
in one point, he is become guilty of alL" He does not 
mean that all sin is equally great, or that it is as serious 
to break one commandment as to break all. Breaking 
one commandment puts the offender in the class of trans
gressors. It also shows that he is indifferent to law, and 
so to the will of God expressed in all the commandments, 
and that it is but accident or fear or the absence of tempta
tion that prevents him from breaking the other command
ments. Most of all, it is evident that as love is the sum of 
all the law, acting contrary to love is, in principle, breaking 
"the whole law," 

We should be careful, then, as to our judgments, and 
guard against all unfair discriminations, all narrow sus
picions and class distinctions and race prejudices, for we 
ourselves are to be judged. It is reassuring to know that 
it is to be by "a law of liberty" and of love. Let us 
remember, however, that it is nevertheless by a law of 
justice, and "judgment is without mercy to him that hath 
showed no mercy." So, as we hope to find that "mercy 
gIorieth against judgment," let love triumph in all our 
estimates and judgments of our fellow men. We shall 
not then be guilty of holding the faith of our Lord Jf'SUS 

Christ "with respect of persons." 
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4. FAITH AND WORKS. Ch. 2 : 14-26 

14 What doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he hath 
faith, but have not works? can that faith save him? 15 If a 
brother or sister be naked and in lack of daily food, 16 and 
ODe of you say unto them, Go in peace, be ye warmed and 
filled; and yet ya give them not the things needful to the 
body; what doth it profit? 17 Even so faith, if it have not 
works, is dead in itself. 18 Yea, a man will say, Thou hast 
faith, and I have works: show me thy faith apart from thy 
works, and I by my works will show thee my faith. 19 Thou 
believest that God is one; thou doest well: the demons also 
believe, and shudder. 20 But wilt thou know, 0 vain man, 
that faith apart from works is barren? 21 Was not Abraham 
our father justified by works, in that he offered up Isaac his 
son upon the altar? 22 Thou seest that faith wrought with 
his works, and by works was faith made perfect; 23 and 
the scripture was fulfilled which saith, And Abraham be
lieved God, and it was reckoned unto him for righteousness; 
and he was called the friend of God. 24 Ye see that by 
works a man is justified, and not oniy by faith. 25 And in 
like manner was not also Rahab the harlot justified by works, 
in that she received the messengers, and sent them out 
another way? 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is 
dead, even so faith apart from works is dead. 

It is right to say that James has no part in the popular 
discussion as to whether a man is saved by faith or saved 
by works. His concern is to prove that faith and works 
are inseparable. He never questions that faith is the in. 
strument of salvation, but he insists that if faith is real 
it will manifest itself in works. Faith is trust and devo
tion and obedience and love; a "faith" which is mere 
assent to a creed is not worthy the name. A faith which 
does not produce works cannot save, it is "dead," it is 
"barren"-this is the truth which James seeks to establish 
in this famous section of his epistle. 

He has been warning his readers against the folly of try
ing to hold faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and at the same 
time breaking the law of love and showing "respect of 
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persons," He has insisted that this is impossible; real 
faith in Christ will manifest itself in love. He now 
proceeds to enlarge upon this vital truth and to insist that 
real faith will always be manifest in conduct which is con
sistent with the law and love of Christ. 

J ames introduces the discussion by the question; 
"What doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he hath 
faith, but have not works? can that faith save him?" 
The answer implied is that such faith cannot save; it 
is not true faith. James shows that it is not true by a com
parison. He likens such dead faith to lifeless love: "If 
a brother or sister be naked and in lack of daily food, and 
one of you say unto them, Go in peace, be ye warmed and 
filled; and yet ye give them not the things needful to the 
body; what doth it profit?" What, indeed, is the use 
of charity like that? Love which confines itself to empty 
words, to cheap advice, to pious hopes, is not worthy the 
name. "Even so faith, if it have not works, is dead." 

James further proves his point by an imaginary chal
lenge: "Show me thy faith apart from thy works." That 
exposes the fallacy. Without works there is no possible 
way of proving that faith exists. Such faith is a phan
tom, a dream, a delusion. But, one who truly believes 
can say without pride yet in all confidence, "I by my works 
will show thee mv faith." 

To show further the vanity of a faith which consists in 
mere intellectual assent to truth, James takes a case in 
point. He turns to some Jew who plumes himself upon 
being orthodox, because he believes in the unity of God, 
and repeats daily the formula of his faith: "Thou believest 
that God is one; thou doest well; the demons also believe, 
and shudder." The demons are quite orthodox in their 
beliefs and probably more exact in their knowledge than 
most mortals; but while conscious of their deserved doom 
and of their rebellion against God, their knowledge only 
adds to their distress: they shudder. Thus, James con. 
cludes, "faith apart from works is barren." 

On the other hand, real faith necessarily embodies itself 
in action. The faith of a true believer will be indicated 
and demonstrated by works. To establish this positive 
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side of his argument James employs two examples. The 
first is naturally that of Abraham, "the father of the faith
ful." When he was subjected to the supreme test, when 
he was asked to offer up Isaac his son upon the altar, his 
faith was found to be genuine; it was no mere assent to a 
creed, it was a faith that "wrought with his works, and by 
works was faith made perfect." Abraham was shown to 
have a supreme confidence in God, a matchless submission 
to his will; he really "believed God, and it was reckoned 
unto him for righteousness; and he was called the friend 
of God." So it is by works that a man is shown to be a 
true believer, James declares, and not by a mere profession 
of faith. 

The ,:;econd illustration is that of Ra,nab. She also was 
shown by her works to be sincere in her faith. At the risk 
of her life ~he hid the spies who entered Jericho, and "sent 
them out another wav:' It is true that her faith was not 
perfect; she was guilty of falsehood and deception; yet 
her faith was remarkable, and it was genuine. A poor, 
sinful woman of Canaan, with little opportunity for 
knowledge, she had become convinced that the God of 
Israel was the living and true God, and as opportunity 
offered of serving him, she imperiled her life to defend his 

The result was that she was saved; she was 
as a heroine in the Hebrew annals; she became 

the ancestress of Jesus Christ. Such is the power of a 
living faith. On the other hand: "As the body apart from 
the spirit is dead, even so faith apart from works is dead." 

The days of dead orthodoxy are not gone; there are 
many persons whose faith consists in the recital of creeds 
and in the defense of dogmas, many who need to be re
minded that "faith apart from works is dead"; yet 

on the other hand, it is time for men to cease propos
false alternatives of "creed or " "belief 

or conduct," "doctrine or duty"; these alterna
tives are inseparable as causes and as roots and 
iruit. \Vhen creeds are living, when is sincere, 
when doctrine is truly accepted, then character and right 
conduct and the performance of duty are sure to result. 
A living faith does save. 
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5. CONTROL OF THE TONGUE. Ch. 3 : 1-12 

1 Be not many of you teachers, my brethren, knowing 
that we shall receive heavier judgment. 2 For in many 
things we all stumble. If any stumbleth not in word, the 
same is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body also. 
3 Now if we put the horses' bridles into their mouths that 
they may obey us, we turn about their whole body also. 4 
Behold, the ships also, though they are so great and are 
driven by rough winds, are yet turned about by a very small 
rudder, whither the impulse of the steersman willeth. 5 So 
the tongue also is a little member, and boasteth great things. 
Behold, how much wood is kindled by how small a firel 
6 And the tongue is a fire: the world of iniquity among our 
members is the tongue, which deftleth the whole body,
and setteth on fire the wheel of nature, and is set on fire by 
hell. 7 For every kind of beasts and birds, of creeping 
things and things m the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed 
by mankind: 8 but the tongue can no man tame; it is a 
restless evil, it is full of deadly poison. 9 Therewith bless we 
the Lord and Father; and therewith curse we men, who are 
made after the likeness of God: 10 out of the same mouth 
cometh forth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these 
things ought no~ so to be. 11 Doth the fountain send forth 
from the same opening sweet water and bitter? 12 can a 
fig tree, my brethren" yield olives, or a vine figs? neither can 
salt water yield sweet. 

In a previous passage of the epistle, James has exposed 
the folly of imagining oneself to be religious while the 
tongue is uncontrolled. It is natural, therefore, for him to 
enlarge upon this theme, after setting forth the vanity of a 
"faith" which expresses itself only in words and not in 
works. most temptedJ:o~!lch_s(!IX:clec~tion and 
to such e . eacners of religIOUS trutli,~ 
it ISSu remtneiiilncl.konne-wi-iteras.. 

~~--~·-t e sins 0 .. .-•• -........ . 


t IS ar y necessary to n y·-nllie·tongue 
11leaJ.l!LtruLgift QL!;l.l!-.~,h. The whole paragraph a n s 
in figures and pictures. \Ve see the horse held in by the 
bit, the ship turned by the touch of the pilot, the forest set 
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aflame by the smallest spark, venomous beasts, fruitful 
trees, and gushing fountains. It is a striking instance of 
the vivid and picturesque style of the writer; but it sug
gests what to his mind was the importance and the 
power of human speech. While he dwells on the evil 
possibilities of the tongue, he nevertheless has in mind its 
possibilities for good. Thus when he warns his readers 
against too great eagerness to be teachers, it is on the 
ground that as such their responsibility is greater; but 
the respor,sibility is greater only because of the largenIS'L 
of--Wei:f-6pporrunit:y-iihct""privllege:-o 'OfT6urse·theabuse 

oof such- privllege-lrivolves me-- greater guilt. "Be not 
many of you teachers, my brethren, knowing that we shaH 
receive heavier judgment." Teachers of religious truth 
are sorely needed; theirs is the highest of callings; yet 
one should be diffident in assuming the task as he remem
bers that "in many things we all stumble." The right 
use of speech, the proper control of the tongue, James 
declares, is a proof of Christian maturity, whether in the 
case of a teacher or a hearer: "LL any.stul1lpleth not in 
":i}rql the §am(! is a_p'~~fectl1l~g,.<l.bl~ t9 psidAejhe",hoie 0 

DodJ' also." This 
o 

pomt he illustrates by his picture of the 
horse;in spite of its spirit and strength its whole body 
can be controlled by the one who controls the bit. The 
same point is illustrated by the ship: even though its size 
is so vast, and opposing storms are so fierce, still its course 
is easily determined by the one who holds the helm. These 
two pictures illustrate also another principle: they not 
only show how one who controls his tongue can control his 
whole being, but also that if the tongue is given control it 
will imperil the entire life. The tongue is like the bit and 
like the rudder. "So the tongue also is a little member, 
and boasteth great things." I!J~o<)..sJs_._.We1\[en~. re<,lQy 
for the word "directs" or "controls" or "achieves,"but the 
\vora""boasfe1:h" is suggestive of evil and prepares us for 
the following description of perilous power. . 

As a single spark sets -fire to the stately forest, so one 
malicious word may bring disaster to a life or a community. 
Thus James calls the tongue "a fire: the world of iniquity 
among our members . . . which defileth the whole 

http:isa_p'~~fectl1l~g,.<l.bl


31 Tames 3:1-12 CONTROL OF THE TONGUE 

body"; it sets ablaze the whole round of our existence 
and our being, and its destructive power is satanic: it 
"is set on fire by hell." The impossibility of bringing'it . 
under control is further emphasized by comparison vvi th 
savage and venomous animals: "For every kind of beasts 
and birds, of creeping things and things in the sea, is 
tamed, and hath been tamed by mankind: bgLt;vet()~ 
gn no mall-...~me." QLGQ1u;se.]ames.-is.nofconsjiledng' 
here wnat cii!J..J~e9g!le.l?:Ythe .grace .and Spirit of God.He irieans that by nature the gift of speech is less com
monly brought under control of man, than are the fiercest 
of the beasts about him. Like such beasts, the tongue is 
restless, unreliable, treacherous; like a serpent it is armed 
with venom, "it is full of deadly poison." 

Last of all James emphasizes the strange perversity and 
inconsistency with which men use the gift of speech. 
With the tongue praises are offered to our heavenly 
Father, and with the same tongue curses are pronounced 
upon his children whom he has created in his own image; 
"out of the same mouth cometh forth blessing and curs
ing." "My brethren, these things ought not so to be." 
The simplest objects in the world about us rebuke such a 
practice as unnatural: "Doth the fountain send forth from 
the same opening sweet water and bitter?" It is not un
usual to find a spring the water of which is brackish and 
bitter, but who ever found such a spring which at the same 
time produced water which was sweet? "Can a fig tree, 
my brethren, yield olives, or a vine figs? neither can salt 
water yield sweet." These lagt figures contain not only 
a rebuke of the perverse and sinful abuse of speech; 
they also suggest the probable explanation of such an 
abuse. "The tree is known by its fruit," and "out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh." An evil 
tongue is a sign of an evil nature. Unkind, bitter, impure 
speech suggests the need of a new birth; it is an indicatbn 
that the speaker, whatever his position or profession, is 
not filled with the Spirit of God. His faith is his 
religion is not true. The use of the tongue is a test of 
life. Unless controlled by the power of Christ, the gift 

. of speech may prove a deadly peril to the soul. 
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6. FALI'E AND TRUE WISDOM. Ch. 3: 13-18 

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? let him 
show by his good life his works in meekness of wisdom. 14 
But if ye have bitter jealousy and faction in your heart, glory 
not and lie not against the truth. 15 This wisdom is not 
a wisdom that cometh down from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, devilish. 16 For where jealously and faction are, 
there is confusion and every vile deed. 17 But the wisdom 
that is from aboveis first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy 
to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without vari
ance, without hypocrisy. 18 And the fruit of righteousness 
is sown in peace for them that make peace. 

The churches addressed by James were troubled by the 
contention§...of 5elf-aEP9l!1.~~_~h~?1"~p~~~,.£!:.0_l!~LQL~ 

~ boasted knmV!euge, wno were fond of dispute, who were 
.' bltter"mroeir 1llscussions, who were more eagerto defeat 

their· opponent;'Jh:.lii-~to--~iti}DIish=-the truth.. Having 
teblfKecrrnelI"~evlruse~orthe tonguC;"]<lines suggests that 
the fault is due to their evil hearts, and that their vaunted 
wisdom, judged by its expression, is false and unreal. 
Unfortunately the persons described are not confined to 
the class of teachers or to the churches of the first century. 
The spirit here reproved is manifested to-day by man) 
who profess to know Christ, and who claim, in their angry J 

disputes, to be defending his cause. 
"\Vho is wise and understanding among you?" James 

does not intend to suggest, by his question, that none were 
such, but rather to challenge those who had been loudest 
in their boasts. "Let him show by his good life his works 
in meekness of wisdom." This·is a fair test. This is the 
main point of the epistle. This is the modern demand for 
reality in religion. ~~!:QEsi by deeds, l~ 
~mlls: sh(EYJl bVJX.orlg;. . 

In mentioning the test of "meeknesI'I," James does not 
mean to advocate weakness, the tw(1 should never be 
associated. 9~rong, whg are CQIJ,§£4m1LOL.•thejr. 
QlLw.£r, are truly m~k; the insistence here IS uJX!n .the 

.....--~-==-"" - -""-=----"..~-~---~--.~.,...~... -.- ..~-, -
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modesty whi<;:h is the mark of true :wisd9~rp. "~e 
I have..rut~Q..l.l~J'_JMlQ.jru.:Ji0ILiu-.~6~lR he'll::h' if cruel 
v 'envy ~.4..a. l1arroF. par'.tY~§niriLi:ln:~.Y9Jlr.JnQliv<:s, "glory

nor'even though yo'u are fighting on the right side, even 
though you seem to have scored a victory, "and lie not 
against the truth," for your spirit shows your boasted 
wisdom to be false. 

The character of this false "wisdom" is described as 
being not "from above"; it does not have its source in 
God, It is "earthly," bounded by earthly horizons, in 
accordance with earthly standards, identified with earthly 
motives, plainly contradicting the claims of heavenly 
knowledge and revealed truth; it is "sensual," by which is 
meant not merely fleshly, but uns;Qiri.tl.l~ characterizing 
only the "natural man" uninfluenced by the Spirit of 
God, and so false all pretensions of divine en
lightenment and superior knowledge; it is "devilish," 
it is . .. that,animates demons. It may be 
emp ye m lscussmg religious truth, it may be displayed 
in defending "orthodoxy," J2!!,Lit is~ci..dm.tlv!lQtinsl1iLed. 
~!2irit oCPod; no matter what his intellectual 
attamments, no one should pride himself upon a wisdom 
which is so closely allied with "the world, the flesh, and 
the devil." 

The result of this false wisdom is described as being 
utter "confusion" and evil of every kind; for heated de
bates, I2roud display of learning, bi.ll£r lead only 
to disco;:a-aiiaseparatiOiis;~ "fQ.L u.§.)L-.and. 
f~t;!Q!!~~angeY~!I ," 

In striking contrast, James describes' t e \Ylsdom that 
is from above." It is "first" of all and supremely "pure," 
cleansed from all stain of selfishness and dedicated' wholly 
to the service of God. It is "tht:lLP-~g;.able"-not it 
the price of not so as to compromise truth, not so 
as to countenance not quarrelsome, not conten

-tious, not desiring to dispute, but hungering fo/peace e';'en 
rrcompelled to fight. It is ':'g~ntl~.:. not always insisting 
upon its rights, considerate of otners, characterized by 
"sweet reasonableness." It is ~.ill'-Y~~£.Jmlo:;.l;!.ted," 
not stubborn, not refusing to do a thing because it has been 
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suggested by another, submissive, tractable, conciliatory. 
It is "full ofmercy an;jgood fruits"; instead of envyand 
hatred'n:-lscnaracterizedbycompassion and love; instead 
orproauclng bitterness and ccinfusioI1 ..and v{nith, its fruit
age'lsoopTuiiiess,anCf kindness; and joy, and enfarging 
life:-"n~is-nwitfiout. variance," whiCb probably means 
'''Vimout vadlliition" or doubt or indecision or uncertainty, 
but with definiteness of conviCtion. It is "without hypoc
risy," it needs none; if has nothing to hide, it makes no 
pretense; it is absolutely honest and sint:ere. Such is the 
heavenly ''Wisdom,'' the divine- understanding which God 
gives to those who really trust in him. Those who are 
thus endowed, those who in contrast with the lovers of 
strife are makers of peace, those who really sow the seed 
of peace, are preparing no harvest of evil and distress, 
but the blessed and peaceful fruits of righteousness. 
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7. WORLDLY LUSTS. Ch. 4: 1-10 
1 Whence come wars and whence come fightings among 

you? come they not hence, even of your pleasures that 
war in your members? 2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, 
and covet, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war; ye have 
not, because ye ask not. 3 Ye ask, and receive not, 
because ye ask amiss, that ye may spend if in your pleasures. 
4 Ye adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the 
world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore would be a 
friend of the world maketh himself an enemy of God. 5 Or 
think ye that the scripture speaketh in vain? Doth the spirit 
which he made to dwell in us long unto envying? 6 But he 
giveth more grace. Wherefore the scripture saith, God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. 7 Be 
subject therefore unto God; but resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you. 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh 
to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your 
hearts, ye doubleminded. 9 Be af!Iicted, and mourn, and 
weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your 
joy to heaviness. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the 
Lord, and he shall exalt you. 

How can war be ended forever? How eagerly this 
question is being asked by a world in anguish, and what 
various replies are being made! James proposes a more 
profound question: "\Vhat is the occasion of war." 
"\Vhence come wars and whence come fightings among 
you?" Only when the causes are removed will wars cease 
to devastate and destroy. I~~Ql.use~~m~sjntim~te'h 
1U<iY~he-£o.w.Ld i!l~the selfishness of the human heart, inthe 
d~E;;;i!(,;~§i3iQns and_po~wer, and ln worldly lusts. 
it is probable that the primary reference in this paragraph 
is not to wars between nations, but to the strifes and 
factions in the Christian Church which the writer has been 
rebuking. He has spoken of the abuse of the tongue and 
has e."'{posed the false wisdom of the wrangling teachers: 
he now traces the evils to their source and shows the serio 
ousness of their results. The latter is emphasized by th~ 
use of the words "wars" and "fightings" -which are con

http:he-�o.w.Ld
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trasted with the "peace" of true wisdom which the pre
ceding verse has set forth. These "wars," whether be
tween nations or individuals, are due to selfishness, or, as 
James says in addressing these professed Christians: 
"Corne they not hence, even of your pleasures that war 
in your members?" By "pleasures" he means the love 
of sinful, sensuous, selfish gratifications. These "lusts" 
encamp in our bodily members; here first they make 
themselves felt, and these are the instruments they first 
employ. These "lusts," these unrestrained crGlyl~s.J:hese 
covetous desires, may grow stronger evenjvhcILPQt&rl,l-ti
BQncr·§Df~!t1ri1r~~.ufdtif~aTJg~§ffn,tl1ought if not 
III a<;t,.m~n:y:t'ol~gg1}lJI1ga!l!:t'!Yas: "Ye lust, and have
not: ye Kill, and covet, and cannot obtain: ye fight and 
war." Even prayerisf(~sorted toa9aITleans of§ecJ,!dgg 
the desireasatlsfadwft:j'Ye Have n6t;'because ye ask 
nof',,;,osuclr~lt'lnere'travesty upon prayer is of course 
unanswered. "Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask 
amiss, that you may spend it in your pleasures"; such is a 
perversion of the true spirit of prayer which is submission 
to the will of God: ~e the desire is consciouslY.QPP()lL~() 

, his will. It is of cburse'proper to pray For pers0ilru bene
"fi'ts,Tfthese are innocent, and for material blessings if these 
are needed; but to ask for help in gratifying impure or sinful 
or seifish impulses is an impertinence and an insul t to God. 

In fact, it is our relation to God as professing Christians 
that suggests the more serious aspect of the issue of our 
"worldly lusts"; they not only lead us to fight and war 
against our fellow men, but they make us disloyal to God. 
Tl1is disloy.<:1!y,jJL~~r&'?~<:I unde!" th(;.QIc1I~st<lment 
figureor~Iadul tery": "Ye adUlteresses, know ye not that 
the~friendship~or the world is enmity with Goo?"']2Q 
~~§Forn our allegiance~~d ouUlCl~Jity;~JL 
J;hcn our h~ti§.given~"ililuill,iilit~I.J:iUi.tJhQq,gIJ~"e~l.a)Jd 
indulgence, W~~!~:JillJ@ess t() QllJ:.J;UQi2t=Ij9!~mI1yows. One 
must cnoos'Fl5etween GOifan<1"the world" of sclhSh pleas
ures and sin; a preference for the latter is open hostility to 
God: "Whosoever therefore would be a friend of the world 
maketh himself an enemv of God." The fault is all the 
greater because of God's infinite love for us. As a husband 
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can brook no rival for the affections of his wife, God is 
jealous for the individual affection of his people. Love 
hungers for love. Is it true then, of any of us, that our 
affection is so alienated as to move God to envy; or 
that, as some have translated the phrase, "the Spirit 
which he made to dwell in us jealously yearns for the 
entire devotion of the heart?" 

"But he giveth more grace," that is, the very greatness 
of his love leads him not to cast us off for our unfaithful
ness, but to receive and to forgive us when we turn to 
him. Yes, this infinite love enaples him torealize how 
strong arfJ1i£.=aftracflons;'-hichJ1·awusaway, 'aria to 
g7,.elIs]Jf.~~~dt0grace\vheii-we 'humbly laokto him for' 

"1leT.J[ 1iGod reslstetli the proud, but giveth grace to the 
'humble. Be subject therefore unto God." Do not 
presume upon his goodness; do not weakly yield to 
temptation; do not expect him to keep you from falling 
unless you are resolute in your determination and are 
bravely fighting against sin. All theories of Christian 
exp~!ij;I!~_~t~l!,ggest th£}n<iClrvi ij'oft!1ehiimau'wiIl, 
a1i<l~~ribe mere submission and dependence- on the 
part of the be1IeVer;are aanRerolls. ''Reslstthe devil, and 

"11eWTIrHee from yOu. Draw riignto God, and he will draw 
nigh to you." Both actions and attitudes are to be ours; 
neither is to be minimized nor neglected. 

So common is our unfaithfulness that we may well heed, 
as directed to us, the solemn call to repentance with which 
the paragraph is brought to a close: "Cleanse your 
hands, ye sin.g,el;,'3; and purify your hearts, ye double
minded": let us separate ourselves from all sinful alliances, 
let us cease from all divided allegiance and devotion. 
"!3~~,.£!1d..m\LtLl:IL.a.ll..(Lws;ep": not because religion 
isa matter of gloom and sadness, but because we arU9JJ 
far ~si.t.Q.m~~ its!~,!ljQY_bytreadng oursitls Iightly 
lb'i(rIailinJL~_~~r(;~(fero~u~ ,;,ho.le hearts to God: Some 
'people have only enougn rellgIOn to make them mIserable. 
If we should rel10unce aU that may be contrary to the will 
of God if we should make him the center of our affections, 
we should know in all its fullness the joy of his salvation: 
"Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall 
exalt you." 

http:3~~,.�!1d..m\LtLl:IL.a.ll
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'5'I"",Jt.\J,.:t\ 'i" 

8. CENSORIOUS:NESS. Ch. 4 : 11, 12) 

11 Speak not one against another,/';~~en. He that 
speaketh against a brother, or judgru;h..hls brother, speaketh 
against the law, and judgeth the"'raWT-but if thou judgest the 
law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. 12 One 
only is the lawgiver and judge, even he who is able to save 
and to destroy: but who art thou that judgest thy neighbor? 

In reading these words we are at once reminded of the 
Sermon on the llviount: "Judge not, that ye be not judged. 
. . . And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy 
brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine 
own eye?"; or we recall the Epistle to the Romans: "But 
thou, why dost thou judge thy brother? .. for we shall 
all stand before the judgment-seat of God." But not only 
do they reflect the teachings of Jesus and of Paul; they are 
also vitally related to what has been said by James. 
He has rebuked the abuse of the tongue which is employed 
in criticizing our brethren; he has exposed the pride of 
false "wisdom" which leads us to form unjust judgments;' 
he has rebuked the selfish desires which result in "wars" 
and contention and which make us untrue to God; 
~;y_a,t:!11ius ag;;~j!lSLJ;S!l!soriousness as place
of God as lawgiver and ju-die:-- ---
~~"SpeaknoT one-agaInst another." We cannot avoid 
formir:g opinions of our fellow men, but t~§~cEQ9}11i~J2L 
biUlDjust or unlcirld,~ and, whether goodor bad, opmlons 
~Ileed not jilws};};sJ2e_' -. : ? ~tb,~lQY~J2Jjj..!l<iiN~ [@)t 
. '. It is the same sin which is 

.censured by Jesus and by auI, but the condemnation is on 
different grounds. Jesus intimates the folly of finding 
fault 'with those who are probably much better than our
selves; Paul censures the presumption of correcting one 
who is not your servant and who must answer to the divine 
Master to whom he belongs; James argues that evil. 
speaking and censoriousness involve a breach of the law, 
';I1l actual repudiation of the law: "He that speaketh 
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a brother. or judgeth his brother, speaketh against 
law, and judget.~ the law."QLcourseJJle law 1:;!:UYllM:b 
~~~, "ihe!.9'yallaw," '~thou;:;halt, 

. as thyself." One who ib unkind in his 
critlClsms y ~6reakstbis law, but he condemns it 
as too high in its requirements or as unwise or unnecessary; 
*e sc;rs ~ effect that he is superior to the law ot love; 

e seems (i"argUetIiafWfllle It may be agooc11iiwlorsome 
people at some times, a superior person like himself cannot 
be bound by it, particularly in this imperfect world where 
some people need to be disciplined by his severe rebukes 
and punished by his stinging tongue. James intimates 
that, to say the least, it is better to keep the law of love 
than to try to find exceptions to its universal obligation. 
Mo§i,t seri9.!.\/,u~i .all..J3us'p,~aJl, a ttitty:1~~tQ..V{<:!r.d(h.~J'Lv{_i,md 
towarcrotherpersons, as, isTnv.OfvediQcensoriousness is 
lnyadmg-::i:11erights-ana'prerogatives of Cod; he aloneis. 
the source of la\v~ he alone 'is 'qualified tei condemn men~ 
"One only is the lawgiver and judge" i he allows no one to 

. cancel his laws or to debate his decisions. The right i5 
based upon his unique power; he "is able to save and to 
destroy"; he who can determine the fate of immortal 
souls is qualified to pronounce sentence upon them. 

By way of contrast, James asks, "But who art thou that 
judgest thy neighbor?" What superior virtue, power, 
holiness, wisdom do you possess? A humble searching of 
our own hearts removes all eagerness to criticize and con
demn others. "Love covereth a multitude of sins"; 
love "beareth all things"; "love suffereth long, and is 
kind." 
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9. SELF-CONFIDENCE. Ch. 4: 13-11 

13 Come now, ye that say, To-day or to-morrow we will 
19O into this city, and spend a year there, and trade, and 
'get gain: 14 whereas ye know not what shall be on the mor
row. What is your life? For ye are a vapor that appeareth 
for a little time, and then vanisheth away. 15 For that ye 
,ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall both live, and do this 
·or that. 16 But now ye glory in your vauntings: all such 
.,glorying is evil. 17 To him therefore that knoweth to do 
good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. 

J ames has just condemned the selfish, worldly spirit 
which manifests itself in "wars and fightings," and also 
the presumption which takes the place of God in pro
nouncing judgment upon our fellow men. These are close
1y related to the false confidence in which we make plans 
for the future with no thought of God. As he now turns 

~.!()~Le.Q1!.l~L~!!~lLJmdl~~~.<;()n<:~ij:l "lfl:,!I!e;,:~h~ 
ll!I?,glllg.ry~)y()!ds ofcertam.fewlsh traaers wJiQ)lJ"e J2er~ 
fecting their scliemesIor ;r<coming 'year: "Come now, ye 
tnatsay,-To~day or to~morrow we will go into this city, 
and spend a year there, and trade, and get gain." Every 
step is detailed with absolute assurance, no suggestion is 
made of divine providence, no thought is entertained as to 
the will of God. "To-day or to-morrow" are regarded as 
alike completely within their power; the journey to the 
city selected is certain to be safe: the year is quite at their 
.disposal; neither sickness nor disaster can possibly come; 
the business venture is sure to be prosperous; such seem 
to be the thoughts of these confident merchants, and their 
:spirit is too commonly reflected by the professed followers 
<Of Christ. We are all tempted to regard the future with 
I?~e.S}J1}1ptuousassura.nce: We all need to be reminded of 
the words ofJames: "Whereas ye know not what shall be 
on the morrow. What is your life? For ye are a vapor 
that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away." 
1j_9Lt~a!_i!~~r<!11~_}~~~t:y]~~s..~()t t~<l.tit is wrong to 
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engage in bl1§.iJ!£§.§l.t-!lflLciLaLiLis..:w.r-'lng to~e;x.Qect ':g<lin"; 
tJtrf1ti~-:tiiiCITtaiILten1!!:e QfJjfe,_th~m.y§ter:y j)Lth.e future. 
the kno~wl~~ that God has for eaeh of J-!S ~ purpose and a 

iili!.n, should make us' conscious of our dependence upon 
him~ and eager to know and to do his will: "For that ye 
ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall both live, and do this 
or that." James does not mean that the expressions. 
"Please God" or "The Lord willing," should continualiy 
be on our lip5j that might be mere formalism or cant; 
but the truth of GOa's providence, the beuertIiiitlIfe-and 
its blessings are his gifts, the reverent conviction that th~ 
future is wholly within his power, should so mold all our 
thinking that self-confidence and presumption would be 
impossible. On the contrary, to forget God, to plan 
with no thought of him,to regard the future with boastful 
assurance, is not foolish, it is wicked: "But now ye 
glory in your vauntingsj all such glorying is evil." James 
concludes the paragraph by referring to a principle of wide 
scope and great importance: "To him therefore that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin." 
Jt is not only wrong to perform an act which we know to 
be contrary to the will of God, or about which we are un· 
certain; it is also wrong.to failtodo what weknQw to be 
the will orCocCI!: doe~ noi:~ake life bl1rdensomeor 
gTOomy;~biit if: 'fills it with joy and satisfaction, when in 
all its choices and crises we can say from the heart: "If 
the Lord wilL we shall both live, and do this or that." 
Surely "in his will is our peace." 
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42 EPISTLE OF JAMES James 5: 1-6 

10. THE DOOM OF THE OPPRESSOR. Ch. 5 : 1-6 

1 Come now, ye rich, weep and howl for your miseries 
that are coming upon you. 2 Your riches are corrupted, and 
your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and your silver 
are rusted j and their rust shall be for a testimony against 
you, and shall eat your flesh as fire. Ye have laid up your 
treasure in the last days. 4 Behold, the hire of the laborers 
who mowed your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, 
crieth out: and the cries of them that reaped have entered 
into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 5 Ye have lived delicately 
on the earth, and taken your pleasure; ye have nourished 
your hearts in a day of slaughter. 6 Ye have condemned, 
ye have killed the righteous one; he doth not resist you. 

It is easy to criticize the rich, and in some quarters it 
is always popular to denounce men of wealth. It must be 
remembered. that f!(U?W••j~LjllyQlxed.-j;;Lthe 
P2sse.ssmu.oLman.e;uand that th.s:X.c.liLun.xir.t!lf:;3J1.bcing 
QgQ!: \Vealth has peculiar temptations and grave re
sponsibilities; yet not all rich persons are to be condemned 
or to be under Ifp9YEOrty}s voluntarily_assumed, 
it should for sQmegoQd purpose. As to riches, 
two should be asked: How are they secured? 
How are they used? The persons whom J ames condemned 
were guilty on both these counts. They may have been 
Christians, or, more probably, unconverted Jews; beyond 
doubt they belonged to a class with which we are all 
familiar to-day. 1hJ.;yJ1i;t(1q.mG\,SSe<l.tQgjr_\\T~alth byfraud 
and cruelty; they yver© spending it in selfish luxury. 
'Upon such James pronounces a solemn doom, as he 
warns them that the coming of Christ may be near: 
"Come now, ye rich, weep and howl for your miseries that 
are coming upon you." Their folly appears in the heaping 
together of unused wealth; if it consists of products of the 
earth, it will corrupt; if in garments, they will be eaten 
by moths; if in precious metals, they will tarnish and rust; 
its rapid decay is a fit symbol of the swift destruction of its 
owners. Their lolly is seen further in the fact that 
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their struggle for wealth is made under the shadow of 
approaching doom: "Ye have laid up your treasure in the 
last days." The possibility that the return of Christ 
might be near, like the fact of the brevity and uncertainty 
of life, should be a warning against the worldly which 
in the previous paragraph led to presumptuous plans for 
the future, and which here is expressed in amassing wealth 
which the owners never can enjoy. 

These rich men, however, are guilty not only of folly 
b.ut also of sin. r!leE:'!::ealthhCls.h\;.im__~~~£Lhilil!s
bee: "Behold, tne 111re ortTie laborers who mowed your

oe\Qs, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth out." 
This is the crime of oppressors in all ages, refusing a 
fair .iYil.ge, keeping back what has been earned bYtlleem: 
ployees whose toil has secured the wealth the employers 
enjoy. This, supremely, occasions "the social question." 
Such injustice is related to other forms of cruelty; "Ye 
have condemned, ye have ldlled the righteous one; he 
doth not resist you." It was easy for the wealthy to con
trol the processes of law for condemning and defrauding 
the helpless poor; the latter were being "killed" not 
necessarily with the sword, butbylackof food and improper 
conditions of labor and by the crushing monotony of 
ceaseless toil; but the silent appeal of their patient help
lessness was unheeded. The rich oppressors were deaf to 
all entreaties. They were too much occupied in their own 
enjoyments to know the very conditions which existed. 
Their sin ._consist~d_nQt..onL}cjJL!~~il1jus1iceby \VlticI! 
theIr~11 ijs sec'-!redL2l!t j~Jhe~PiQdig<lUuXiiiy in 
\vhicl;iit'Y-as spenT:"Yenave lived delicately on the earth, 

. and take"il);oUr!)leasure." There was One, however, who 
heard the moaning of the helpless sufferers: their cries 
"have entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth." 
The guilty oppressors are like sheep, fattening themselves 
for slaughter; the Lord of Hosts soon will lay bare his 
arm. Doom is certain. 
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11. PATIENCE IN SUFFERING. Ch. 5: 7-11 

'1 Be patient therefore, brethren, until the coming of the 
Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious 
fruit of the earth, being patient over it, until it receive the 
early and latter rain. 8 Be ye also ;patient; establish your 
hearts: for the coming of the Lord 1S at hand. 9 Murmur 
Dot, brethren, one against another, that ye be Dot judged: 
behold, the judge standeth before the doors. 10 Take, 
brethren, for an example of suffering and of patience, the 
prophets who spake in the name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we 
call them blessed that endured: ye have heard of the patience 
of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord, how that the Lord 
is full of pity, and merciful. 

The suffering by which the readers were being tried was 
caused by cruel oppression, especially on the part of 
employers. Und~ these conditiol!~~illPlQy~sll!~et~11lpted 
to words and aeeGsu-nworthy otChsistill;m;. While every 
raWtureHOi'ts1i:5uId1:ie made to better conditions and to 
secure justice for themselves and others, nevertheless, 
under....eYI;Il_.;t:h~~_most.<:ruel treatmtOnt,. believer§ must 
Ill~njft§t: q_spit:iLQLpati~!l.ten<rij:rance. . ~ ..- ~ 

~ The motive to which James appeals is the e..xpectation 
of the speedy return of Christ: "Be patient therefore, 
brethren, until the coming of the Lord." Many wrongs 
may be righted, many social customs may be improved, 
before the visible reappearing of the Saviour, but his com
ing is "the blessed hope," both for the Church and the 
worldj then justice will be meted out to oppressor and 
oppressed; then will begin an age of righteousness and 
peace. 

The illustration suggested by the writer is that of a 
farmer who, after planting the seed, waits for the early 
rain in the fall and the "latter rain" in the spring and so 
for the ripened harvest: "Be ye also patient; establish 
your hearts: for the coming of the Lord is at hand." 
Meanwhile, their grievous sufferings mUst not make them 
~retful and complaining and unforgiving in their relations 
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;vlthcf~lQ'Y~hri§tian$; at his coming the Lord will brin,g 
Judgment upon them as well as vengeance upon theIr 
enemies. They might also be encouraged by the example 
of ancient prophets and saints who testified and suffered 
in the name of the Lord: "Behold, we call them blessed. 
that endured." They are reminded in particular of Job;: 
he was not very patient, if by patience we mean freedoill' 
from complaint and irritation and anger, but here 
thought is oLstea.gjl1,!?L'~n(:hJram::J"," the quality 
vmClDleTaHh in God; this Job possessed, and his whole 
life story is an illustration of how, in the end, the Lord 
always shows his pity and mercy and vindicates his 
justice and his love toward those that trust and "wait for" 
bim. 
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12. PROFANITY. Ch. 5 : 12 

12 But above all tbings, my brethren, swear not, neither 
by the heaven, nor by the earth, nor by any other oath: 
but let your yea be yea, and your nay, nay; that ye fall not 
under judgment. 

Profane swearing is one of the worst and most senseless 
of s1llS ;~"i~~R()ssiPfyii: .i§a$~prevalentto-day as at any time 
snlce-]ames wrote these lines. It would be interesting 
to SEuQy~"tliepniIOsOphy or the psychology of swearing. 
The practice may spring from a desire for emphaeis, 
particularly when one 1S provoked and seeks to express 
,<;Ils.approyafand disgust. This explanation may account 
for the connection in which these words are found. James 
mas just referred to the cruel oppression of the rich and 
powerful, and to their unjust treatment of Christians; 
he now insists that under even such provocation one is not 
,to take the name of the Lord, our God, in vain, or to dis
-obey the strict injunction of Jesus Christ: "Swear not at 
all." The exact words of our Lord were undoubtedly in 
mind and were quoted in part by James. The question 
has often been raised whether the reference here includes 
the prohibition of oaths in courts of law;ij; wonld seem, 
from the practice of Paul, of Jesus before his judges, of the 
early Church, and of the Old Testament requirements, 
that legal oaths are not here in mind; however, it must be 
admitted tha,t even suchswearing is a ccincession'-fo~tlle 
diSFiOi'iest¥~.:al:i\f:,iiii:i:t::_i;fYfitY-- or-lTIe11~lt\voiird "not" be 
necessary in an ideal soCiety; yet,' alS its aim is to secure 
veracity and to defend truth, its practice may hasten the 
day when "yea" and "nay" will suffice to establish legal 
testimony. ~~~.useS!Uh~-1b:~ineJl.am!:2.1().~pr~E>s 
irritation ana'-:'iL~rJo strengthep-_prdiDary. affirm ation 
of speec1i~ is-not onlyf!-lvolous and foolish, ~Dilt"irfeverefit 
"anIlSlmuI:l1 brlngs·one"'1!naerjudgment." "It can usual: 
lY-be-correCted"hy that whiCh underlies the keeping of all 
law, namely, God and men. -- .~ 
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13. THE PRAYER FOR THE SICK. Ch. 5 : 13-18 
13 Is any among you suffering? let him pray. Is any cheer

ful? let him sing praise. 14 Is any among you sick? let him 
'Call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 15 and 
the prayer of faith shall save him that is sick, and the Lord 
shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, it shall be 
forgiven him. 16 Confess therefore your sins one to an
other, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. 
The supplication of a righteous man availeth much in its 
working. 17 Elijah was a man of like passions with us, and 
he prayed fervently that it might not rain; and it rained not 
on the earth for three years and six months. 18 And he 
prayed again; and the heaven gave rain, and the earth 
brought forth her fruit. 

This difficult but helpfui passage is introduced with a 
possible reference to the verse which precedes; not pro
fanity but prayerand+>xai!l(;~rlO the proper elCpresslOns"of 
emouoil':-'''-Isanv among you suffering," in body or mind 
orestaie? dIet him pray. Is any cheerful? let him sing 
praise." Worship which cQnsists in prayer and praise, 
\V • whetnei~iri---PiiY'lte~Or public, is the channel by 
~,~~~!lr:~,~site<l {"clings a.re~obs;_ giy£:p,Rn <;>utlet., 
Whenever the mind is violently agitated, the most rational 
relief will be found in an act of worship; .allQ.,[f~.Sllhcjn 

is that of 
sickness. James mentions this as a case in which 
believers are to seek relief in prayer, and his words form 
the famous passage on "prayer and bodily healing": 
"Is any among you sick? let him call for the elders of the 
chtlrch; and let them pray over him, anointing him with 
oil in the name of the Lord: and the prayer of faith shall 
save him that is sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and 
if he have committed sins, it shall be forgiven him." In 
reference to a passage so much debated it would be foolish 
to with dogmatic assurance. A few sugge"tions, 
however, may be of help. 
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1. The use of oil as a medicine, and its application in 
cases of disease, has been familiar in all ages; and it is a 
sufficiently satisfactory interpretation of these Verses to 
say that they prr;scribe, in the case of bodily sickness, 
prayer and the use of simple remedies. 

2. It may be, however, that sending for "elders" in
stead of a "beloved physician," and the anointing with 
oil "in the name of the Lord," poirtt to the regulated exer
~ise»~!?ul_(),~~gi!tgJ!:i~1!!iiiC~iCht.:ffld6Ubte?ly
'Xi,l::S g.raJ)!~<;l1o.flie earlY Church, but whIch, hke, the gIfts 
of ~t:Q!lg1lJ;ill':Jmci~rophecy"_al!.d~'im.II1unity from deacily 
E.()i"Q!I~:no 10l!g~ exl§l:§~' ~'-. '.. . 

3. The emphasis IS on "the prayer of faith," and pos
sibly the "oil" is a symbol of the Holy Spirit, by whom the 
cure ,vas to be effected; the faith of the sufferer would be 
strengthened by the use of the familiar remedy, and, as 
his sins seem to have been connected with the cause 
of his disease, he would be reminded of. the cleansing and 
healing power of the Spirit of God. 

4. There is no reference here to "extreme unction"; this 

is .de.sig.n..ed to. p.r.e.pare....t.h..e .. sou.l. for ..de.a.. th.; .. ~.aa..!1!1~oi!1._tip'g.
by_~':tI:t!:!~~lqer.s~~ w'!s intendeQ. tQ restQre ,theQO.dy tQ 
.h~lth. .~. . . 

5. Here the cQ[lfession of sins waSIlot t9.a priest or to an 
elder a1one,Duf to anyfello\vThristian: "Confess there
fOfe"Your siris one to another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed." 

6. In all modern uses of the passage faL~sllOuld be 
taken to distingg.llih._be:tw..een_".t.hellrayer_oLJ,!iih,"and 
S}@[Qj~lliKs_~<iii.!!12ractices as ~r~ ~ssociated. 'with "C:hris
tlan SCIence," "Nfental HealIng, or "Fruth Heahng." 
"Chnstia:h'Science" is in conflict ,,,ith physical science in 
its views of matter, of pain, of disease, and of death; it 
contradicts Christianity in denying the incarnation, tile" 
1t£'1'll.and tneresurrectiOi'nsfjesusc::n-rlst:"lVrentii1 

e~lfug""mayTe-qm1e-i-n-depehLtentoiailYri!'ligious belief, 
or on the other hand it may be united with Christian faith; 
but it operates according to the scientific law of "the 
effect of mind upon matter." Its greatest failures are due 
t<.> neglecting the complementary principle of "the effect 

mailto:S}@[Qj~lliKs_~<iii.!!12ractices
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of matter upon mind." "Faith Healing" forbids the use 
of all physical means, and any employment of physical 
science in the treatment of disease. Its advocates are 
devout and sincere and intelligent Christians. It is a 
mistake to confuse them with "Christian Scientists," or 
"Mental Healers." llu~iLsr.r?xs,,,C;;2..~i~t_i!l!ht:!c "b,~gef
that the use of natll.I:<!cLIl1!;a,ns lsdlsh,qnonng to God; in 
theIr exc!uslve'Claim of ""si:>iri~itaLhealipg," when in reality 
a:ciireeffecti~a1iy a PIiysIClan 'orsllrgeon mig1iraS1rwyoe 
"spirifiiar;~~ 'accoDlp!isl1ed by the p6i.verarid giiidarfce ofc 

tneSIiliiLQf::QQ(t;4n: theif~65livion to the fact that the 
Cure's in which they rejoice are effected by the use of means, 
namely, by means of mental suggestion made by their 
prayers and their anointings. 

7. "The prayer of faith" is offered in the assurance that 
God can work with or without means known to man, but 
in the belief that all wis~ remedi~.RsllQl!I.s_l>~~Ill"plQYed, 
while thetrust is in~wnile the will issubmissive to 
the willQfGQd~-TIe fatth- is-not in-tIJ.emeans, l)lifTn:

'GOdwho works thrOUgh the means. In 'the whole passage 
ffieemphasis is up~eerr-ofiaith, and upon the power 
of believing prayer. Thus the paragraph closes with the 
example of Elijah, at whose request rain was given or 
withheld. The fact is emphasized that he walt "a man of 
like passions with us" and that J;!Q.tWi!iUUlJjl Wi 
become D~IJlclnre.:w:e.lU:~X,i was a prayer()l 
intense earneS~!lS!§lLalliLtri0:ri2h~~t . n'appfYlnlf 
.~~ph~vesnourcrguard~e 
t"ffitloymen!.(jf..Erayer ~oi1nnearrs;~-andals(n)fr:trelins 
Wtt oufp~r. We should 'remember that the other 
~qualJvrai:nous passage of this epistle insists that "faith 
apart from works is dead." 
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14. SAVING SoULS. Ch. 5: 19,20 

19 My brethren, if any among you err from the truth, and 
one convert him: 20 let him know, 'that he who converteth 
11' sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from 
death, and shall cover a multitude of sins. 

The last message of the epistle is vitally related to the 
message which precedes. There we were concerned with 
bodily healing, but also with the of the sins 
to which the sickness may have been due; here we are 
encouraged to have a part in the healing of souls; but while 
in the former case we were concerned with those who felt 
their need, we are encouraged to seekfor those who. 
may be ignorant of their danger or indifferent to their 
periL The case is that of Oll.e who has gone astray: he 
has 'erred "from the truth," not so much "in the matter of 
belief of praCtice. To bring him back to the right' 
path "save a soul from death," and "cover a multitude 
of sins." In such saving work every follower of Christ 
may be engaged. Surely we shall need to resort anew, as 
in the cases of physical healing, to the "prayer of faith"; 
surely there must be in our own religious that 
reality upon which the epistle everywhere insists; surely, 
we must seek "the wisdom that is from above,"which is 

then peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated" 
full mercy and good fruits, without variance, without 
hypocrisy." ~ • 



51 FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER 

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF 

PETER 


Who does not know Simon Peter, and who has not found 
in him a kindred spirit? Brave, imJ2.!!lsive, confident, 
unstable," affec!ionate Pet"Erl:l'f all the~ aposfres~liis 
career'is most VlVIUlii memory, his character is most 
human and most real. 

It is easy to imagine his early life as a fisherman of 
Galilee, or to picture his interest in the preaching of the 
Baptist and his first meeting with Jesus, or to recall how 
he left his boat and his nets to become a fisher of men, 
how he entered the inner circle of his Ivlaster's friends and 
became the leader and spokesman for the Twelve. I t is 
not difficult to sketch the scenes where he attempts to 
walk on the water, where he boldly confesses his faith in 

,Christ, where he speaks bewildered by the glory of the 
transfiguration, where he protests his deathless love, where. 
he sleeps in the Garden and awakes to attempt the rash 
defense of his Lord whom he then forsakes and with an 
oath denies. \Ve see him weeping in deep penitence, 
running to the empty tomb, meeting the risen Saviour, and 
later receiving a new commission in the morning twilight 
by the lake. How distinctly we remember him as he 
speaks to the trembling multitudes at Pentecost, heals the 
lame man at the Beautiful Gate, boldly faces the Jewish 
rulers, meets Cornelius and opens the Church to Gentile 
believers, is imprisoned by Herod and delivered by the 
angel, bravely defends Christian liberty in the council at 
Jerusalem and denies it in principle by his behavior at 
Antioch. 

It is not difficult even to accept the shadowy legends 
which concern his later life, and to imagine that he 
preached at Rome, that as he attempted to escape the 
rising storm of persecution he met his Master at the city 
gate and asked him whither he was going ("Domine, quo 
vadis"), and received the reply, "I go to Rome, there to be 
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crucified once more," that he turned back to suffer as the 
Master had, only with his head downward that he might 
endure more anguish and more shame than his Lord. 

It may require more effort, however, to picture Peter as 
a prominent figure in the world of literature, and to re
member that this "unlettered layman," as the rulers 
regarded him, was one of the authors of the New Testa
ment, one of the immortals among the writers of the 
Christian era, and to recall the fact that his abiding influ
ence is linked to the two epistles which bear his name. 

The first of these letters was written to Christians 
dwelling in portions of what is now known as Asia Minor. 
Many of these readers were converts from Judaism, and 
Peter writes with continual reference: to the Old Testa
ment; but large numbers were Gentiles, and frequent 
mention is made of their former mode of life. More im
J20rtant is the fact that all th~§~C9n'4:r,ts.}}:;eJ('d.I!j]l);nrdst 
0'1crueInardsfiTiii?: ~ni:l~1E:mptations. They _}'iere not 
srrffeflili ·fi:Qirl::.LQeI~,"cuj:iQ.I}JngituJeg.by::t~..s;:te;·but
from social ostracism, and from the enmity of fanatlCaI 
Jews and hostile pagans. They were compelled to endure 
slander, violence, hatred, suspicion, loss of goods, worldly 
ruin. To those in distress and trials so bitter and flery 
Peter writes to give counsel and comfort, to strengthen 
faith and to inspire courage. 

This is an epistle of hope. It points the believer to the 
blessed iS~':~~§-.9.Ltrjal, and teacnesniffi t6rt'gard piE-sent 
d<I!'Kness~i!1.~h," ligh-con:cttffure-Whicli is radiiii1lwith the 
yj:>iOTe:gfur'y.oLCf:irist. - ... . _. 

It is composed of three great sections which emphasize 
successively the privileges, the duties, and the trials of the 
readers. The presentation is intensely practical. The 
epistle is in substance a threefold series of earnest exhorta
tions. It may be outlined as follows: 

1. The Greeting. I Peter 1 : 1, 2. 
2. The Thanksgiving. Ch. 1 : 3-12. 
3. Exhortations in View of Special Privileges. Ch. 1:13 to 2:10. 

a. Holiness. Ch. 1 : 13-21. 
b. Brotherly Love. Ch. 1 : 22-25. 
c. Growth as the People of God. Ch.2: 1-10. 
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4. Exhortations in View of Special Relations. Ch. 2:11 to4:11. 
a. Sojourners. Ch. 2 : 11, 12. 
b. Citizens. Ch.2: 13-17. 
c. Servants. Ch. 2 : 18-25. 
d. Wives and Husbands. Ch.3: 1-7. 
e. Innocent Sufferers. Ch. 3 : 8-22. 
f. Opposed by SinnE'r8. Ch.4: 1-6. 
g. Expecting the Coming of Christ. Ch. 4 : 1-11. 

5. Exhortations in View of Special Trials. Ch. 4:12 to 5:11. 
a. Steadfastness. Ch. 4 : 12-19. 
h. Fidelity. Ch. 5 : 1-4. 
c. Humility, Trust, Vigilance, Constancy. Ch.5: 5-11. 

6. 	The Conclusion. Ch. 5 : 12-14. 
a,. The Bearer and Purpose of the Letter. Ch. 5 : 12. 
b. The Salutation and Benediction. Ch. 5 : 13, 14. 
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1. THE GREETING. I Peter 1 : 1, 2 

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the elect who are so
journers of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace 
be multiplied. 

One need not feel deeply concerned in the debate as to 
whether the Christian converts addressed by Peter were 
Gentiles or, as is quite probable, Jews by birth. What 
does thrill us is the belief that the blessings attributed to 
them belong to us, if we belong to Christ. These "so
journers of the Dispersion" in various provinces of modern 
Asia Minor, are called "elect," a term whiC;.!t.~~lbc"C_d,t9 
describeallJ?elieversj they were"t'he-chbsen people of God, 
th~iaI objects-of his mercy and love, and this election 
was "according to the foreknowledge of God the Father," 
and due therefore to his deliberate purpose. The very 
sphere of their new life was "sanctification." The Holy 
Spirit set them apart from the world for the service of God 
and imparted to them his holiness. The purpose was that 
they should obey Christ and become partakers of all the 
benefits secured by his death. For these believers Peter 
voices the prayer: "Grace to you and peace be multi
plied." 

So it is true of all Christians; wherever they may be 

~~~:ef:Vi~~.:;~~:~.~1t~f~~ntt~i~~h ;~;1?';t~:
fourners," "pilgrims," and Ist.rangers," whose citIzenship 
jS-lilheaven; llieir realli.ome. Theyowe all that they art' 
to the providence and nrovision of God who sanctifies them 
by his Spirit, who saves them by the work of his Son. 
Thus, in the opening words of this epistle, Peter sets forth 
its three truths, and indicates its contents; the first 

the sanctification of the Spir.i'r,i:ne 
a!OIiing de"th of the ?on, the last 
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.I:Ol:U:!;XPS the providence of the Father. Thus too, he 
intimates~ tha:ttll.e salvation secured by the Father, Son, 
and Spirit, involves the free obedience of the human will 
and the offering of devoted service. Therefore as Chris
t'dns, chosen by the Father, sanctified by the Spirit, 
Icdeemed by the Son, we are to remember with humble 
gratitude that for all we have~areinc!~bt~L.t0the 
mercy of Goa;1i1arnIiat ~we are we shoula depenaupon 
1:11e"sancf{fyrrigiIiflllence ofllis Spirif, iil~aUthat wed" we. 
sl)ould seek to glorify his Son. - Tflen we, too, may expect 
that in our experience grace and peace will "be multiplied. " 
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2. THE THANKSGIVING. Ch. 1 : 3-12 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who according to his great mercy b t us again unto a living 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, 4 unto 

;..an inheritance incorrulltible, and _ ed, and that fadeth 
not away, re!l'erveU1ii heaven for yOir,SWlio by the power of 
God are guarded through faith unto a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, 

......... ' though now for a little while, if need be, ye have been put 
JI.A........t..X... to grief in manifold trials, 7 that the l!.r~ of your faith, 

being more precious than gold that perts e h though it is 
proved by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and honor 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ: 8 whom not having seen ye 
love; on whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, 
ye rejoice greatly with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 9 
receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your 
souls. 10 Concerning which salvation the prophets sought 
and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that 
should come unto you: 11 searching what time or What 
mauner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did 
point unto, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glories that should follow them. 12 To 
whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto you, 
did they minister these things, which now have been an
nounced unto you through them that preachec the gospel 
unto you by the Holy Spirit sent forth from heaven; which 
things angels desire to look into. 

As in most Jewish letters the address is followed by a 
blessing. In the former, Peter has shown that our salva
tion is secured by Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; hE' now 
returns thanks for this salvation as certain to be perfected 
in the future, as giving courage in the present, as having 
been predicted in the past. In pointing his readers to the 
future, Pet~"*''i.ttjkeUkJ':~QJ~QLlJ-.i.s,el?isJlg~, It. is 
expressed in the word "hope' : "Bless~be the ~ 

"Father~ur Lord Jesus ctdst, wnoaccoI:ain,Kt91i~gr~_L
fi'i'eFCy begat usagalfnintoa-l.1viiliDioRe:'"' _~Th1>n,o.p~.
wh1Cllts-me-n-nuned-astnenrsr-resiifCof our new birth, is 
<@hled'a;,ulivif:icrilOfoiily iIi'conf~ist,v;tK tne'deceltIuf 

~,~"""-~,~-~ ~ '" 
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and perishing hopes of earth, not only because its object 
is "eternal liIe," but because !tJsJ>4p~dup.onj:theJ:e~JJr
rec:tion of-Jesus Christfrom the ds::;:W." This truth of the 
;es~~~ctjoi::t~holdsapr';miIi~nt-place in the writings of 
Peter. He remembers the transforming power of the 
event in his own experience. He mentions it here as the 
very source of the new life of hope imparted to the believer 
by the grace of God. The object of this hope, the final 
blessedness of this life, is defined as being an "inher
itance," an estate one is to receive from the Father in vir
tue of the "new birth." This inheritance is "incorrupt· 
ible," it has no seeds of decay, it cannot perish; it is "unde· 
filed," free from all stain of it "fadeth not away," 
but is like the unwithering flowers of Paradise; it is 
"reserved in heaven," kept absolutely secure for those who 
are being kept for it; the latter are being "guarded," 

as in a garrison, "by the power of God," in view of 
faith in him. From the assaults of trial and distress 

and temptation the besieged soul will soon be delivered. 
This salvation, this object of hope, this other aspect 01 

the "inheritance," is "ready to be revealed." This revela
tion will be "in the last time," at the very end of the present 
age, at "the revelation of Jesus Christ," an event which, to 
the mind of the writer, might possibly be near. 

For the present the readers were subjected to manifold 
trials; as the letter shows, they were suffering from hatred, 
suspicion, violence, slander, and cruel persecution; never
theless, in view of their coming "salvation," they were able 
to rejoice. Their distresses were but "for a little while"; 
they were part of the mysterious plan and providence of 
God; from them blessings would issue. These trials were 
tests of their faith; by them it was being refined and 
assayed, like gold; gold perishes at last, even though it can 
withstand the test of fire; their faith tested and purified 
would bring to them "praise and glory and honor" when 
Christ, their Saviour, appeared. They were looking and 
longing for his return; though they had never seen him, 
they loved though his appearing was delayed, yet 
believing in him and expecting his corning, they were able 
to rejoice with a joy no tongue could express, a joy which 
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was radiant with the glory of his return. So real was their 
faith that they already anticipated and were receiving the 
fulfillment of their hope, the joy of their inheritance, th..! 
"salvation" of their souls. 

This salvation, wrought out by Christ, secured by his 
death and resurrection, was so marvelous in its character 
that believers might well rejoice in its possession. It ha,l 
been the object of deepest concern and wonder to inspire,l 
vvriters. The latter had "sought and searched diligently" 
to find the exact time and the character of the time to 
which the Spirit of Christ, who guided them was pointin~ 
"when it testified beforehand the sufferings" which were 
appointed for Christ "and the glories that should follow 
them." It was revealed "CO them that their prediction" 
related to a future age, even that in which the reader" 
of this epistle were living, one in which had taken place the 
events which were proclaimed in the gospel. This goot:! 
news of salvation assured them that as they were now 
partakers of the sufferings of Christ, so too, they should he 
of his "glories," which, predicted by prophets or proclaimed 
by apostles, were so great, '30 marvelous that the angel;:' 
gazed upon them in eagerness and holy wonder. 
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3. EXHORTATIONS IN VIEW OF SPECIAL PRIVILEGES. Ch. 
1:13 to 2:10 

a. The Exhortation to Holiness. Ch. 1 : 13-21 

13 Wherefore liIirdinS up the loins of your mind, be sober 
and set your hope pefiecfly on the grace that is to be biOtigllt 
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christi 14 as children of 
obedience, not fashioning yourselves according to your former 
lusts in the time of your ignorance: 15 but like as he who 
called you is holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all manner of 
living; 16 because it is written, Ye shall be holYi for I am 
holy. 17 And if ye call on him as Father, who without respect 
of persons judgeth according to each man's work, pass the 
time of your sojourning in fear: 18 knowing that ye were 
redeemed, not with corruptible things, with silver or gold, 
from your vain manner of life handed down from your fathers; 
19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot, even the blood of Christ: 20 who was fore
known indeed before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifested at the end of the times for your sake, 21 who 
through him are believers in God, that raised him from the 
dead, and gave him glory; so that your faith and hope might 
be in God. 

Having given thanks to GDd for the wonderful salva
tion to be revealed in all fullness at the second coming of 
Christ, Peter now urges his readers to conduct which is in 
accord with their high privileges and glorious destiny, 

chief exhortations are to holiness, to love,. and 
He introduces the first of these by suggesting 

animating principle of hope. "Wherefore . . . 
hope," is the substance of the first verse of the paragraph; 
"be ye ... holy," is the sum of the verses which remain. 
"\Vherefore," that is, in view of the deliverance from dis
tresses and the heavenly inheritance which will be theirs 
when Christ appears; "girding up the loins of mind," 
as an Oriental would prepare himself for effort by 
gathering closely about him his loosely flowing robe", so 
the mind of the Christian m'lst be unhampered by sinful,
:-- - - _ ____ ~_ 0 _7~"'"_' .. " __ "", ,--_ ____ _ 
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JielJish, unbelieving t119uglJJs; "be sober," or "being sober," 
thatls+'IlelP::oIifrolled," guarding against all fanatical and
foolish e~ltement:Ttset your hope perfectly on the grace 
that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ." At this present day there is need of similar 
caution in connection with the blessed hope which centers 
in the return of Christ; there is still danger that the 
hope may be neglected because the mind is hampered by 
worldly, sinful distractions; second, there is lest 
it be associated with wild and fanatical third, 
because of long delay and abundant discouragements, the 

grows faint, it is not "set . _ _ perfectly," it does 
not continue until the end. 

Hope is mentioned, howeverL only as the to, 
Qoliness. ClFielatterw'tnesupreme thought the para
graPli.~ This holiness is described negatively by a refer
ence to the former life of the readers, and positively by a 
reference to the holiness of God. "As children" who are 
such because of "obedience" to the divine call, and as those 
whose whole purpose of life is to obey, they are exhorted 
no longer to conform their acts and habits to the mode of 
life which, before they knew Christ, was molded selfish 
and sinful desires. "But like as he who called you holy, 
be ye yourselves also holv." The rootideaof holiness is 
that of "separation," 0( dedication-,- particurarry~toAth~e 
service or-God; it therefpre_to denote tl1e moral 
character belonging to himself. The mention of this 
as t:he standard lor Christian living is inspiring. If God 
commands us to be holy we can rest assured that he is 
ready to give us needed and even though in this 
present time We fail to divine ideal, we are thus 
encouraged to believe tllaiperfect holiness isOto -be ~Urs 
\y'{l(;11 Chiist appears; it is Patt Qi~(ti.ll:~TIln1ieritance." . 

Two special reasons are assigned for obeying this com
mand: first, the fact that God is !lot o!1ly our Father but 
oW'J~udg:~.~ He·is-loving;~1.JutDe is also-just, and c,m 

~ a ow no Sill in his children; therefore, we should spendthe 
brief timegf our "sojourning" here, bemre--Wegc) to his 
Imvell1y 110me; "In reverence andholy awe." Thesecond 
reason is -the· fact that our ransom from the pci,V'erofsrn 
""""""=~-~~-~""-'--.-".-""-"., - - ' 
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has been secured at so great cost, "even the blood of 
'amst'7T;~ffeverha(rDeen thernvlile purpose that he should 
be our Redeemer, and now after long ages of waiting he 
has appeared and finished his atoning work, has been raised 
from the dead, and has been exalted to the place of 
supreme power; through him we know God, on him our 
"faith and hope" are based. if' 

b. Exhortation to Brotherly Love. Ch. 1 : 22-25 

22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience 
to the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, love one 
another from the heart fervently: 23 having been begotten 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through 
the word of God, which liveth and abideth. 24 For, 

All flesh is as grass, 
And all the glory thereof as the flower of grass. 
The grass withereth, and the flower falleth: 

25 But the word of the Lord abideth for ever. 

And this is the word of good tidings which was preached 

unto you. 


The new life of holiness, made possible by the redemp
tion of Christ, is now made the basis of an exhortation to 
mutual love between believers. In fact such love is sug
gested as the very object and purpose of that purification 
of soul which results from obedience to the revealed will 
of God. "Seeing ye have purified your souls"; this proc
ess was begun when the truth concerning Christ was first 
accepted, it has been continued in "obedience to the truth" 
and has its issue and goal in "unfeigned love of the breth
ren"; therefore, develop, cultivate, manifest this affec
tion: "love one anotner fromme heaftTe'rventry;r~-' 
-----,'hi8 love is natural, for Christians share a common life; 
all have one Father, and the spirit of sonship should be the 
spirit of brotherhood. This love should be abiding, for 
the new life from which it springs is eternal, it comes from 
"incorruptible seed," communicated by means of the living 
message of salvation; for we have been "begotten again, 
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the 
word of God which liveth and abideth." Mere natural, 
human love might wither and fade, but tht" afft'ction of 
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those whose new life has come through accepting the 
changeless, deathless truths of the gospel, will flourish' 
and never fail; "all flesh is as grass,. . . but the word of 
the Lord abideth for ever." 

Such love was needed by those early Christians, amid 
the withering heat of persecution and pain; such love is 
needed to-day where sorrows casttheir shadQwsanil~«. 
tlie nigmof grief anaaoubTCIeepens;·'i'fis-thitfragrant ex
pressl6rCofL1reilf€mIai't1'l;"itiSThe flower and tpe fruit 
of "the good tidings" concerning Christ. 

c. Exhortation to Growth as the People of God. Ch. 2 : 1-10 

1 Putting away therefore ali wickedness, and all guile, and 
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 2 as newborn 
babes, long for the spiritual milk which is without guile, that 
ye may grow thereby unto salvation; 3 if ye have tasted that 
the Lord is gracious: 4 unto whom coming, a living stone, 
rejected indeed of men, but with God elect, precious, 5.~. 
also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual house, to be a 
holy prtestltood,1l)-oIfffup.)pil'ifu'1USacrmces, acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6 Because it is contained in 
scripture, 

Behold, I lay in Zion a chief comer stone, elect, precious: 
.\nd he that believeth on him shall not be put to shame. 

7 For you therefore that believe is the preciousness: but for 
such as disbelieve, 

The stone which the builders rejected, 
The same was made the head of the comer; 

8 and, 
A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence; 

for they stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto 
also they were appointed. 9 But ye are an elect race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, 
that fe may show forth the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvellous light: 10 who in time past 
were no people, but now are the people of God: who had not 
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 

Having reminded his readers of the new life com
municated to them through the gospel and by faith in 
Christ, Peter next urges them to secure such growth and 
development as will fit them for service as the people of 
God. The figures of speech are vivid and change with 
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most of them are taken irom the 
they form almost a mosaic of 

for the spiritual milk . . . 
that ye may grow thereby. The suggestion of spiritual 
infancy is not intended here as a rebuke, but rather as an 
encouragement to seek for the growth which all partakers 
of the new life need. Negatively, this growth will be 
secured repressing all those motions and habits which 
belong to the old life of sin, particularly such as are 
opposed to the brotherly love in which the new birth has 
been shown to have its first and highest expression: 
"Putting away therefore all wickedness, and all guile, 
and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, as new
born babes, long for the spiritual milk." Thus. positively, 
the growth can be secured only as the soul receives spiritual 
food. The words "spiritual milk" are often translated 
:'milk of the word"; and quite possibly the writer has in 
mind "the word of good tidings" to which he has previously 
referred as the means of the new birth. Surely the same 
means must be employed in nourishing the new life; and 
the main reason for the arrested development of modern 
Christians is found in their neglect of spiritual food, where
by, as Peter declares, we grow. _ . unto salvation," 
that is, unto that full moral maturity, that complete 
deliverance f:-om sin, which will be realized at the coming 
of Christ. A longing for such food is the sure proof that 
we have been "born anew," for if we "have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious," these first experiences of the loveliness 
and goodness of Christ will make us yearn to drink more 
deeply of his exhaustless grace. 

Peter next refers to believers as forming a temple, 
although he unites this figure with that of a priesthood. 
As "living stones" they are united to Christ, the great 
Corner Stone who had been set at nought by men but 
afforded supreme honor by God; cemented to him by faith, 
and to their fellow Christians by love, they are being built 
into a glorious house for the indwelling of God, by his 
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Spi~it. As a priesthood they are to offer sacrifices of 
praise and prayer, of kindness and holiness and love, which 
will be acceptable to God because presented in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 

Of this spiritual temple the prophets had spoken; 
they had declared that Christ, as the Corner Stone, was 
chosen by God, and held in highest honor, and that those 
who trusted in him should not, as Peter suggests, "be put 
to shame." The honor, the "preciousness," belonged to 
believers, but for those who refused to believe on Christ 
there was only condemnation and loss. The exalted 
Christ is the touchstone of character; those who spurn his 
gospel of grace declare their own judgment: "The ston~ 
which the builders rejected, the same was made the head 
oi the corner; and, a stone of stumhling, and a rock of 
offence." 

In contrast with the fate of unbelieving Israel, Peter 
depicts the privileges of the Church, the true people of 
Cod: "But ye are an elect race." "chosen," as was the 
Hebrew people, and a "race," because possessing a common 
life resul ring from the new birth; "a royal priesthood," 
"royal" as appointed by their King, royal as called to 
share his dignity and his glory, and "priests," as offering 
spiritual sacrifices and interceding for men; "a holy na
tion," a nation separated from others, consecrated unto 
God, and expected to manifest the moral nature and 
purity of God; "a people for God's own possession," that 
!s, a people "acquired and possessed by him as a special 
and peculiar treasure," Such boundless privileges imply 
great responsibilities: Christians are expected to show 
forth by life and word, "the excellencies," the virtnes, the 
goodness, the wisdom "of him who called" them, by his 
Spirit and providence, "out of darkness," the ignorance 
and night of moral ignorance and unbelief, "into his 
marvelous light" as revealed in his Son; in time past, 
whatever their nationality, they really "were no people, 
but now are the people of God"; they "had not obtained 
mercy, but now have obtained mercy." Thus the words 
spoken by Hosea of repentant Israel find their fulfillment 
\n the redeemed, sanctified, beloved followers of Christ. 



4. EXHORTATIONS IN VIEW OF SPECIAL RELATIONS. Ch. 
2: 11 to 4: 11 

a. Sojourners. Ch. 2 : 11, 12 

11 Beloved, I beseech you as sojourners and pll~r~, to 
abstain from fleshly lusts, which 'war ligainst the sou; 12 
having your be.liavior seemly among the Gentiles; that, 
wherein they speak against you as evil-doers, they may by 
your good works, which they behold, glorify God in the day 
of visitation. 

Here Peter begins a distinct division of his epistle. The 
first division consisted in a series of exhortations based 
upon the peculiar privileges described in his "salutation" 
and "thanksgiving," and summarized in the one great 
word "salvation." The present series of exhortations 
enjoins upon his readers conduct becoming Christians in 
their various relations to the state, to the family, and 
particularly to the heathen society in the midst of which 
they were dwelling. The first of these exhortations is 
wide in its scope and refers to their whole cmlrse of life. 
In it they are addressed as :'sojourner~ and pilgrims." 
Neither of these words emphasizes the idea which we com· 
monly associate with "pilgrims," namely, those who are 
journeying to a heavenly land, yet both emphasize a 
closely related truth. The first describes those who are 
in a foreign country, as "aliens"; the other, those who are 
remaining in such a country for only a short time; thu~ 
both words remind us that "our citizenship is in heaven," 
and our stay here is but brief. Accordingly we are urged 
to "abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the 
soul"; that is, we are not to adopt the evil customs of the 
people amon w am we live or to enaanger our spirits the 
11 e 0 is not brief ut 1m or. e UBS or 
Wanatre er merely to1D:2-l!I~t ~ 
.a a wron n se IS desIres and im· 

en to take captive an to es ro €_, 
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The special motive for honorable and consistent 
conduct is the effect might have upon the unbelievers 
among whom the readers wel-e sojourning. Christians 
were being slandered as because not 
the heathen gods, as morose and ascetic because 
from popular vices, as disloyal to the governnlent because 
claiming allegiance to a heavenly King. Peter urges them 
to disprove such reports by their pure and noble lives, and 
so to conduct themselves that their very accusers might 
be won to the faith, and might thank God, in the of 
Christ's appearing, for the good deeds and saving influence 
of the Christian pilgrims who had sojourned among them. 

b. Citizens. Ch. 2 : 13-17 

13 Be subject to every ordinance of man for the Lord's 
sake: whether to the king, as supreme; 14 or unto governors, 
as sent by hinl for vengeance on evil-doers and for praise to 
them that do well. 15 For so is the will of God, that by well
doing ye should put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: 
16 as free, and not using your freedom for a cloak of wicked
ness, but as bondservants of God. 17 Honor all men. Love 
the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. 

While Christians are to themselves as citizens 
of heaven, yet they are to remember that. in a very real 
sense, they are ~ow citizens upon earth; thevare sulJieJ;;t 
to hJ1man overnment, and are to shq}~.~4rl.~~l:-J;Q. 
Lfi'rlsf Y~hek,-2X~w!Xj:,\L:t.~e. Heavenly privileges 
ai1Ci!5Fospects are t6 make 'them not less faithful but rather 
more faithful to present obligations and duties. Thus, 
having addressed his readers as "pilgrims" and having 
given them a general exhortation to right conduct, Peter's 
first specific command relates to the duties of Christian 
citizens. JJ;u:¥~~~.ll-11 tll~r:t-:rr:~l1~d 
demands of clv11 rulers, and to do so as t~erebai pTeasln!f 
ana seiVin :roevery-or lllance of

manfOrth ke." These Christians were to obey 
"the king," by which was meant the emperor, probably 
Nero, and likewise his representatives, the "governors," 
whose tasks consisted in punishing "evil-doers" 
and in protecting and rewarding those who did well. 
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are to their Lord; 
they are 	not to obey emperor if he asks them to act 

to the will of their Lord; also, at times, may 
to judge whether a is lawful and 

worthy of support; liberty, is not license; it 
is no excuse for disloyalty, sedition, or treason; Christians 
are not to use the word "freedom" as "a cloak of wicked· 
ness"; even an imperfect government is better than 
anarchy; freedom is deserved and can rightly be enjoyed 
'Jnly by those who are "bondservants of ('JOel." Such men 
will "honor all men." By this Peter seems to 
indicate the observance of the life in showing 
the demanded by custom to persons of variom 
rank position; yet the command includes a proper 
consideration of the sacred rights of all men, even the most 
weak and humble and obscure. 

"Love the brotherhood." While all men must bE 
t~eated with_ resl2.-ect,.we sh2..ula~~a:pe;;Lliaraffe£;tiQI.i 
a~a.l.d IQ[]1-2se wh() 8r~"on<;!~yiJltJ1RjD.<::l1rW_t. ' 'Fear 
God. Honor the -king." A reverential awe is to be felt 
toward G{)(l; this is not inconsistent with devoted loyalty 
to the king; in fact the purport of the whole paragraph 
shows that the most faithful servant of God will surely be 
the most patriotic supporter of the State. 

~ c. Servants. Ch. 2 : 18-25 
fc~\
'. 9. 18 Servants, be in subjection to your masters with all 

tear; no~ only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. 
'-l9"'1or this is acceptable, if for conscience toward God a man 

endureth griefs, suffering wrongfully. 20 For what glory 
is it, if, when ye sin, and are buffeted for it, ye shall take it 
patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye shall 
take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 21 For hereunto 
were ye called: because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22 who did 
'\0 sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 23 who, when 
te waS reviled, reviled n()t again; when he suffered, threat

http:resl2.-ect,.we
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~~c-
. 	 ened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth right

eously: 24 who his own self bare our sins in his body upon 
the tree, that we, having died unto sins, might live unto 
righteousness; by whose stripes ye were healed. 25 For 
ye were going astray like sheep; but are now returned unto 
the Shepherd and B~ of your souls. 

In urging upon his readers conduct becoming to Chris
tians in the various relations of life, Peter first emphasize<! 
the duties of citizens to the State; he next dwells upon the 
relation of servants to their masters. He does not address 
them as sl~F2I:d elllployed bY~i: 
~iants"::' a'Eerii1WliiClr;1nmat day, included free 
'men and women, even clerks and musicians and teachers 
and physicians; thus t~_~~ageaPelies to t~"atili~ 
of all toward ilie1remmoers and bears U onthe 

ro lems 0 . a oran Ci!:£lt<!.." 
one comprehensive ci:l'iortauon 1;;-to submission: 

"Servants, be in subjection to your masters with all fear." 
This "subjection" however, is like that previously sug
gested toward kings and governors: it implies,iloJ;.J;:ully 
obedienc but a~so 10 alty; ser~ai~2,tmili:J:o~>§!.!1?:.""
mIt ut to e al! u an to a vance tfij Qf..ilieu: 

asters. e "fear IS not 0 punishment, but denotes 
'Fii.Xi9us fidelit~~ferenr.;,e under all circumstances~ 
deSire to avO! a offense. As submission to a cruel 
tyrant like Nero was a special test of loyalty to the State, 
so the proof of faithfulnesss in servants was found in their 
obedience not only to masters who were kind and consider
ate, but also to the "froward," the unreasonable, the cruel, 
and the unjust. It would be specially acceptable to God, 
if for his sake, because of obligation to him and strength. 
ened by the thought of his presence, they would endure 
patiently sufferings which were undeserved, blows and 
scourgings even when they had merited praise. 

Peter makes no reference here to "masters" and their 
reciprocal duties, not so much because the larger number 
of his readers were servants as because he is dwelling in 
this section of his epistle upon the Christian graces of sub
mission and meekness. Of course masters are required 
to be gentle and ju.'5t, The patient fidelity of their servo. 
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ants only increases their own obligation to be reasonable, 
fair, and generous. Nor does this paragraph forbid 
employees to use all lawful means to secure their rights 
and to advance their interests. Here the exhortation is 
to patience under wrongs for which there is no remedy. 
Endurance of undeserved punish ent when there can 
be ""dress' here declare to be a ro n 0 or '1 . 

and of Qraise. 
• ChristiaD.S'are encouraged to such patient endurance 
by the example of their Lord. When they were summoned 
to follow him, such sufferings were involved in their call; 
they should expect them to be part of their experience. 
They should follow in his footsteps "who did no sin," and 
yet suffered a cruel death. Peter specially calls to mind 
the uncomplaining meekness of Christ at the time of his 
trial and crucifixion, and declares that he was suffering 
innocently, but for our sakes: ""Vho his own self bare our 
sins in his body upon the tree." The language is descrip· 
-::ive of sacrifice; the death on the cross was atoning; 

. Christ took upon him the dread consequences of our guilt; 
the emp:1asis, however, is laid upon the purpose of his 
death. which was not only that we might break with sin, 
once and for all. but very definitely that we "might live 
L'.nto righteousness." "By whose stripes ye were healed." 
The marks of the cruel scourge upon his quivering flesh 
were but signs of that suffering which for our sakes he 
endured, when submitting to the death of a slave. Surely 
servants, for his sake, should endure patiently the severeST 
wrongs. To him they owed their salvation; like lost 
sheep they were vlandering farther and farther from virtue 

• and from God, but now they haye been brought to find In 
Christ the Shepherd and the Guardian of their souls. 

d. Wives and Husbands. Ch. 3 : 1-7 

1 In like manner, ye wives, be in subjection to your own 
husbands; that, even if any obey not the word, they may 
without the word be gamed by the behavior of their wives; 
2 beholding your chaste behavior coupled with fear. 3 
Whose adorning let it not be the outward adoming of braiding 
the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, or of putting on ap
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parel, 4 but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in the in
corruptible apparel of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in 
the sight of God of great price. 5 For after this manner 
aforetime the holy women also, who hoped in God adorned 
themselves, being in sUbjection to their own husbands: 6 
as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose children 
ye now are, if ye do well, and are not put in fear by any terror. 

7 Ye husbands, in like manner, dwell with your wives 
according to knowledge, giving honor unto the woman, as 
unto the weaker vessel, as being alsQ joint-heirs of the grace 
of life; to the end that your prayers be not hindered. 

As citizens were to be loyal to the state even under 
the reign of a Cresar, as servants were to obey masters who 
were eruel and unjust, so wives to~.!leLJ9"v.!n~ 
obedience.J;o.tP.eir husbands even t e latter were. not 
c1!ri:lli,ans: "I-;:;'llke-manner;"ye wlves,-1ie" in- sUbjection 
to your own husbands." The exhortation is not popular 
at the present day; many are argning that as despotism 
is not to be tolerated in government, nor slavery in society, 
so obedience to husbands is no necessary in the 
family. Of course no wife need feel compelled to act con
trary to conscience or duty; of course no personal inferior~ 
ity is implied; of course there are sacred rights which none 
should dare invade; yet ~n Christi. . here ever 
rests the obligation of patientS;~I?.rni§..~Qll':§liana:s. 
TnespeClaCrea"soidierifassigned is the possibility that un
believing husbands might be won for Christ by "the 
behavior of their wives." Even thoug;! they had rejected 
the gospel they m~~l;~~~}ained" withoutpreachin&....~.
they read sermons . ~!'enllltEe eloqJJ~nt.. . 
~~ conduct .Q,.ncrresJ2e~ifiiI£[~1:li~Qr.Qt. 
''I''cnastebebaVlOr coupled With feal::' 
--trrrrm:J:rl@T!re aomlraIfonand-affection can be retained 
not so much by extravagant adornment of the body as by 
the irresistible charm of spirit and disposition: "Whose 
adorning let it not be the outward adorning of braiding 
the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, or of putting on 
ttppare1; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in the 
incorruptible apparel of a meek and quiet spirit." This i~ 
no prohibition of jewelry or becoming costumes; it is a 
comparision between two forms of attractiveness. Thf' 

http:Q,.ncrresJ2e~ifiiI�[~1:li~Qr.Qt
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apparel which wears best and is never out of style is 
the "meek and quiet spirit" which never ,vorries or 
causes worry; it is ple::Lsing not only to men but also to 
CJOd. 

As a model for Christian matrons, Peter cites the godly 
women of old whose chief charm consisted in their loyal 
devotion, who "adorned themselves, being in subjection to 
their own husbands"; in particular, he mentions Sarah, 
whose attitude of respect and reverence was illustrated by 
a single term of address, she "obeyed Abraham, calling 
him lord." All who are like her in spirit are, in this 
sense, her "children," just as all believers are children of 
Abraham, the "father of the faithful." Obedience and 
submission, however, do not mean anxiou<I fear, or con
tinual dread, or cowering terror; these are not attractive 
to men or pleasing to God; the wife is to be sure that her 
conduct is right and shaped with due regard to her hus
band, but she is not to be "put in fear by any terror." 

Husbands, on the other hand, are not to presume upon 
their position or to forget their mutual obligations. 
"QP~rje-R-ce" on t art of a wife will illvolv~~()thi~qL 

...humllatlOn or rustre.s.s,if~d is conaucfilTIfIllmselJc_ 
as a Christian. While he recognizesmniSWife~taln 
natural li.ii=Utations of strength, he will not regard this as 
an excuse for tyranny or injustice, but with true chivalry 
will find it an occasion for more tenderness and sympathy 
and reverence, "giving honor unto the woman, as unto the 
weaker vessel." Least of all will the submission of a wife 
imperil her happiness and highest good, when the hU5band 

remell!h~r& tD.J.;ir.:..a.....bsQl.!L..-.L.e.·.~!!tit~L.~ml..~I~t.Y~9;~jQiD.t..Jie.irs .2f the hfe eternaL gran~D~iri J2y~tl1~~jH::'\'LQ[__<;;9d. 

One who reaItzes this grace vvill be humble in spirit; he 

,annot be inconsiderate ;)[ unkind; he will seek to show 

devoted love, to maintain that human harmony 

and concord without which fellowship with God is impos< 

sible. The first and last words of the paragraph form a 

significant and striking rule for husbands: "Dwell with 

your wives .•• that your prayers be not hindered." 
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e. Innocent Sufferers. Ch. 3 : 8-22 

8 Finally, be ye all1ikeminded, compassionate, loving as 
brethren, tenderhearted, humbleminded: 9 not rendering 
evil for evil, or reviling for revirng; but contrariwise blessing; 
for hereunto were ye called, that ye should inherit a blessing. 
10 For, 

He that would love life, 
And see good days, 
Let him refrain his tongue from evil, 
And his lips tr.at they speak no guile: 

11 And let him turn away from evil, and do good; 
Let him seek peace, and pursue it. 

12 For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, 
And his ears unto their supplication: 
But the face of the Lord is upon them that do evil. 
13 And who is he that will harm you, if ye be zealous of 

that which is good? 14 But even if ye should suffer for right
eousness' sake, blessed are ye: and fear not their fear, 
neither be troubled; 15 but sanctify in your hearts Christ 
as Lord: being ready always to give answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, yet 
with meekness IUld fear: 16 having a good conscience; 
that, wherein ye are spoken against, they may be put to 
s1:tame who revile your good manner of life in Christ. 17 For. 
it is better, if the will of God should so will, that ye suffer for· 
well-doing than for evil-doing. 18 Because Christ also suf
fered for sins once, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God; being put to death in the flesh, but 
made alive in the spirit; 19 in which also he went and preached 
unto the spirits in prison, 20 that aforetime were disobedient, 
when the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight 
souls, were saved through water: 21 which also after a true 
likeness doth now save you, even baptism, not the putting 
away of the filth of the flesh, but the interrogation of a good 
conscience toward God, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ; 22 who is on the right hand of God, having gone into 
heaven; angels and authorities and powers being made sub
iect unto him. 

Having given special instructions to citIzens and serv
ants and wives, Peter speaks more broadly to all his 
readers as to their consistent conduct as Christians. In 
these more general exhortations the keynote is "till the 
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same; Peter continues to emphasize the duty of submis
sion, and to suggest that while there are other graces, and 
while life has much of happiness and blessing, still the fol· 
lowers of Christ will be like him in encountering many 
sufferings. But by faith in him they can endure patiently 
and will see that the final issue of their 'lufferings is en
larged usefulness and blessedness. 

"Finally," writes the apostle, as if his w()rds were 
reaching a climax, and as if he would turn from special 
classes to address all Christians, "be ye all likeminded," 
one in sentiment, of "one accord"; "compassionate," 
sympathizing with the sorrows and also with the blessing" 
of others; "loving as brethren," that is, as belonging to the 
one family of Christian believers; "tenderhearted," 
"humbleminded"; "not rendering evil for evil, or reviling 
for reviling; but contrariwise blessing; for hereunto were 
ye called, that ye should inherit a blessing." Earlier in 
his letter Peter has suggested that we are "called" to 
unmerited sufferings; he is to emphasize that truth later 
in this paragraph; but he first reminds us that the issue 
will be blessing, and that we are as truly heirs of happiness 
as heirs of trial. Pet remind . is not 
all hardship, that one who is -ldndand humble a~ 
.~ ruiYe=good days and,yill be jbID§Ir~ 
espeoaJ];c- \YlumiJl~trusts C9d~~eoujLi!..Q.d,
neither unconscIOus of tne needs of his people nor indiffer
ent to the sins of those that do evil. This truth Peter 
enforces by a quotation from the Thirty·fourth Psalm, 
which is in itself a hymn of comfort for those who suffer 
innocently. Peter suggests that, usually, those who are 
ardent lovers of good will not be molested; no one will 
wish to injure them: "And who is he that ,v:ill harm you, 
if ye be zealous of that which is good?" 

J:\ ever theless , Christians need not be surprised at 
persecution; .it;..1!la.Y fiome, even to the mo.st l!I1Jight. 
When it comes-It IS to e regaro.e<r asa posSlbleCnamletof 
blessing: "But even if ye should suffer for righteousness' 
sake, blessed are ye: and fear not their fear," do not be 
terrified by the threats of such enemies, "neither be 
troubled"; let the one object of your reverential fear. oj 
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"lour trust, of your love, be Christ: "Sanctity in your 
nearts Christ as Lord." As tovour ellemies, be ready to 
meet them with intelligent iep1ies;~~ tneymayridic:G.le 
youri5eliers~anGpartrcurarIyyouYe:rpectations of heavenly 
glory, but be "ready always to give answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in 
you, yet with meekness and fear." ,Pride and conceit 
\Y!ll \yt~ken J::our defense of the. Christia;;ralHl;~spifrtual 
realities are nOtcapiilire-oCinatnemitrc:a1'pr60f ; 
be 

Y~~'~~~7~~~~::~~~~~~:~~~;~~~~~~ pos.!; your and malign 
a life of purity and sin

centy and charity: "having a good conscience: that, 
wherein ye are spoken against, they may be put to shame 
who revile your good manner of life in Christ." If 
persecution is allowed to come, it is better that it shall 
have no ground or justification in your unkind words or 
inconsistent deeds. 

Persecution and distress, however, cannot permanently 
injure or impair the helpful influence of innocent sufferers. 
The example of Christ is full of comfort and inspiration. 
His sufferings, even his death, only enlarged the sphere of 
his activity: tQ,!;'Jv£ile_~i~~ody wasin tb~lomb, Ile Wt;.I).t 
and lJreached to.!-~ s'il1"1"Iie underworrcr;al'ld after 
hiSreStm=ectioiille ascended: mf01leavenancr,vasgiven the 

~~~~~s~[~~~~~:~::~~:S~~~:~~~~~~el;;~g~ 
unrighteous"; the purpose was "that he might bring us 
to God"; this great end was achieved, and ,ve now have 
access through him to God. I t could only be achic;,ved by 
his death; but even while he continued under the power of 
death he went to the place of disembo_d.i£Q sQirit~or to 
use thewords of the~cr~=~~he Oe~c~~'O..clTnto 
~~ a 'J21ace OfcfetentIon/'of 
w~tirg t!;; t~n~I judgment; nepreacned-IQ- "the-spirits 
ill prIson, a 1i~ed the message of Noah in the 
days when the ark was being built. In the ark only eight 
souls escaped, saved by the yery water which destroyed 
the impenitent and which purified the ancient world. So 

http:tneymayridic:G.le
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we believers are saved by the water of baptism. if by 
baptism we mean not a mere external rite but a spiritual 
cleansing which ends the old life of sin and begins a new 
life of holiness. Such salvation is communicated to us 
by the faith which is confessed at the time of baptism; 
it has been made possible through the resurrection of 
Christ, who gives new life to believers. Thus the un
merited sufferings of Christ resulted not only in his pre~ch
ing to the imprisoned dead, but. as he rose from the dead, 
in giving eternal life to all who trust him; the further re
sult is again voiced by the Creed: "He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty." 

This whole passage which speaks of preaching to "the 
spirits in prison" is full of difficulty and mystery. Many 
interpretations have been attempted; they differ as to the 
time and place and substance and results of this preaching. 
Apo0:!!.a!_view ~..ll}?lJ which.-"ll~g~,,!s_j:h<tt t~e,l?£E':2_<;~iry~ 
-was clorie by Clinst, In the person 01 the HOfy Spmt, In 

theacruaraav~rorNoah~analilit:lletweeIn:he'~wanG:' 
tlJe-i"eSurrecTIorfoIUirlst asthe ...woras·' more"-na tliia.Hy. 
strggest-'TIlerTls Tess'a.angei- 'of an 'inc;orreCt'e.xposition 
of"the words than in the inferences based on the various 
interpretations. These words do not prove the existence 
of purgatory, or countenance the abuses connected with 
the belief in purgatorial sufferings. Nor do they support 
the theory of a "second chance" for all who die in im
penitence. Nor yet do they give ground for believing 
that all men will be saved whatever their earthly lives 
have been. pe J~a&hlng§~!I!J?.!;l!:~ctt9};y,aI1~t::§.es:ol.lQ
Rrobation. " Ji.ni:L.universal salvatfori,are not sanct~Ql1ed 
by Si£~e; these mmere tlnwarranted inferences from 
statements which are full of mystery. Here it is not safe 
to go beyond what is written. The reference to "the 
spirits in prison" is but a parenthesis, an illustration. 
The main teaching of the passage is perfectly simple and 
plain. The_121!mosJ:;..Jl.Lthe \yrite.1'"'Nas not '.' to . awake.n 
va~J;peGu1atiQQl2,bllL!o·glve practicaf'encourage'ment.
He assures us that innocent· sufferers can sustain no 
a51cimg loss;lftneY· are unIted-with Christ, even dea.t:b 

http:The_121!mosJ:;..Jl
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will be but gain. Their spirits will continue to live, they 

"depart" to "be with Christ"; "absent from the b0dy" 

is to be "at home with the Lord." Some day the dead 

will share his resurrection victory, and will enjoy in all its 

fullness his heavenly glory. 


f. Opposed by Sinners. Ch. 4 : 1-6 


1 Forasmuch then as Christ suffered in the flesh, arm ye 

yourselves also with the same mind; for he that hath suffered 

in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 2 that ye no longer should 

live the rest of your time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but 

to the will of God. 3 For the time past may suffice to have 

wrought the desire of the Gentiles, and to have walked in 

lasciviousness, lusts, winebibbings, revellings, carousings, 

and abominable idolatries: 4 wherein they think: it strange 

that ye run not with them into the same excess of riot, speak

ing evil of you: 5 who shall give account to him that is ready 

to judge the living and the dead. 6 For unto this end was 

the gospel preac!led even to the dead, that they might bf' 

judged indeed according to men in the flesh, but live accord

ing to God in the spirit. 


The subject of this paragraph is not new. Peter is stiIl 
considering the unmerited sufferings to which his readers 
are compelled to submit; but here he emphasizes the 
evil character of their enemies and encourages his readers 
to fight against their former evil habits and the prevalent 
pagan vices. The memory of the sufferings of Christ 
and their blessed issue, of which Peter had just written, 
should strengthen believers for the conflict: "Foras
much then as Christ suffered in the flesh, arm ye your
selves also with the same mind." As Christ suffered from 
the opposition of an evil world, his followers should be 
prepared for the same experience. especially by the thought 
of the results of such suffering. These would~J;he 
c!lse0f.ChristiaE.§L_ITloralJ2!:lri~r~?-n;ra(fen11Tfe·br~h 
8m; ''£or-hethat hath suffered 1ll tli:('jiles1f11atlls~as.edlrru:n 
s~" It is a~-generaITa\v-or's-pmtuanife that suffering -

'purifies; 	 there are exceptions to the rule: sometimes it 
hardens and embitters; hut where it is endured for the 
sake of Christ and with thememon:es~orwnatne endured 
ana tnereofacnleve'U;i1:resIHtsTna-l)Cnectingofcnaracter. 

" ..=....~-..,<."""_='C-'"--"=-,,-r--.-,,;,,""-~"" ~_~_-~~'==~==-_~"'~M~~__~ ___ _ 
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Of this general law, Peter here makes a special application. 
One whose sufferings have been caused by his opposition 
to sin, by his unwillingness to imitate sinners, has surely, 
in so far, "ceased from sin." He is not free from the 
assaults of sin, but the consciousness of his experience, and 
the thought of Christ, will enable him to regard his very 
sufferings as badges of his fidelity, as proofs of his loyalty 
to his Master. He will be reminded that the lines have 
been definitely drawn and that he now belongs to those 
who for the rest of their lives are not to be directed bv 
the "lusts of men," but by "the will of God." " 

\:Ve may be encouraged further to "arm" ourselve::: 
against our sufferings and our temptations, when we re
member how large a portion of our time has already been 
spent in unholy living; as Peter says with solemn irony, it 
"may sufnee," or "it is quite enough." Not all of his 
readers may have been guilty of the impurity and intem
perance and idolatry of which he speaks; yet even Jews 
d~d fall into +-hese pagan practices and excesses; but what
ever the conduct had bei?n before accepting Christ, the 
time remaining was all too brief for the service of the 
l\laster. 

Such a new life of holiness is sme to be the occasion of 
op~~~etatiOIl;-aii.Cf()fse;=bt!tthe
'fifllif j ii'dge is God; to hill11:nese sm .derers "shall 
give account"; by him those who are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake will be vindicated; from his judgment 
none can escape. It will extend to the dead as well as 
to the living. For this reason, that the judgment might 
be absolutely just, "was the gospel preached even to the 
dead, that they might be judged indeed according to men 
in the flesh," according to their works \yhen on earth, 
and as already suffering the penalty of physical death, but 
might "live according to God in the spirit," that is, might 
be pardoned and become heirs of eternal life. The 
reference here seems to be to the previous mysterious 

which spoke of the preaching to "the spirits in 
prison. Both statements are obscure; the practical 
bearing is plain. Here the simple truth is emphasized 
that al1m..(~ll!)vi~~~!~exception, are toJ~~ill~!i"~1J;;''2g, 

~"-",,~o-=---=-"'=~";'~"'""~ • 
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a truth intended to encourage those who are 
keep from sin, and to warn those by whom 
posed. 

g. Expecting the Coming of Christ. Ch. 4 : '1-11 

7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore of 
s()und mind, and be sober unto prayer: 8 above all things 
being fervent in your love among yourselves; for love cover
eth a multitude of sins: 9 using hospitality one to another 
witnout murmuring: 10 according as each hath received It 
gift, ministering it among yourselves, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God; 11 if any man speaketh, speaking 
as it were oracles of God; if any man ministereth, minstering 
as of the strength which God supplieth: that in all things God 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, whose is the glory 
and the dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

The return of our Lord has always furnished the supreme 
motive for consistent Christian living. Thus when Peter has 
given exhortations to right conduct as 
ants, and innocent sufferers, he closes this of 
his with a series of general exhortations based on the 
hope of the coming of Christ: "But the end of all things 
is at hand: be ye therefore of sound mind, and be sober 
unto " To be "of sound mind" denotes "self

; this quality together with clearness and s""rlf'rv 

of mind, are urged in order that prayer may not be inter
rupted. It should be noted that a very different state of 
nlind is too frequently associated v,ith the of 
the return of Christ. Fear, idle curiosity, excite
ment, of duty, too commonly attend popular 
teaching concerning the second advent. This has been 
caused by false statements relative to the time of the ad
vent and by neglecting the consideration of events which 
are predicted as preceding the return of Christ. How soon 
these predictions may be fulfilled no one can tell. They 
may occur in any generation. Their in 
the of Christ, is the supreme hope of the Church; 
but expectation should inspire us to a faithful per
formance of duty in the State, in society, in the family, 
and in the Church. Christians should be self-controlled, 

a:ad prayerful. 
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Further they should be "fervent in .. love" among 
themselves--this in view of the return of Christ-and such 
love should be "persevering" because it covers "a multi
tude of sins," which probably means that it covers the 
sins of others, is generous and forgiving. 

Two special manifestations of love are now mentioned: 
first, "hospitality" and secondly, the use of talents. In 
the early Church the grace of "hospitality" was much 
emphasized; it did not denote the entertainment of 
friends but the relief of travelers; as inns were rare and 
poor, as the extension of the Church depended upon the 
work of itinerant evangelists, the need of receiving stran
gers into their homes was apparent to all Christians; yet 
it did require love, it did offer occasions for imposition, for 
resentment, and for murmuring. 

Secondly, love was demanded in the use of special 
talents; these were to be regarded as trusts committed to 
Christians as stewards, to be used for the benefit of others 
and for which they were to render an account to their Lord. 
Thus if a man exercised the gift of public speech, he should 
do so not in such a way as to win praise for himself, but 
so as to help others, and he should speak as one who was 
uttering messages which were not his own but which had 
been given him by God. So, too, in caring for the poor, or 
sick, or needy, one should show no pride or patronage, but 
should humbly acknowledge that his ability for doing 
good had been entrusted to him by God. Thus Christians 
were in all things to seek not their own glory but the glory 
6f God through Jesus Christ, to whom should be ascribed 
the glory and the dominion forever and ever. 
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5. EXHORTATIO~S IN VIEW OF SPECIAL TRIALS. 
Ch. 4 : 12 to 5 : 11 

a. Exhortation to Steadfastness in !>uffering. Ch. 4: 12·19 

t2 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
among you, which cometh upon you to prove you, as though a 
'1trange thing happened unto you: 13 but insomuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ's sufferings, rejoice j that at the revela
tion of his glory also ye may rejoice with exceeding joy. 14 
If ye are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are ye; 
because the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God resteth upon 
you. 15 For let none of you suffer as a murderer, or a thief, 
or an evil-doer, or as a meddler in other men's matterlJ: 
16 but if a man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; 
but let him glorify God in this name. 17 For the time is 
come for judgment to begin at the house of God: and if 
it begin first at us, what shall be the end of them that obey 
not the g'Jspel of God? 18 And if the righteous is scarcely 
saved, where shall the ungodly and sinner appear? 19 
Vl-1lerefore let them also that suffer according to t.be ...ill of 
God commit their souls in well-doing unto a faithful Creator. 

Here Peter begins the third series of the exhortations 
which compose the epistle. The first were in view of the 
special privileges his readers were enjoying, the second 
in view of their special relations in the State and in society; 
thes!:-<!!,(;;~iven in ~ie,~~:;uff~rings t!~ ar~ called .to 

. erurure~e senes are eTosely umtea,and partlC'
UIa:rryby the mention of sufferings made in each of the two 
preceding divisions and only further emphasized in this 
last. In every case, too, the great incentive to steadfast 
endurance is found in the hope of the return of Christ, and 
in the deliverance and glory which he will bring. 

The sufferings are here described as a "fiery trial," an 
ordeal, a trial by fire: "Beloved, think it not strange con
cerning the fiery trial among you." Christians shOUld 
ex eet ersecution and sufferin ; they should not be sur
pn by tria s or regard them as something foreign to 
their lot; these trials were testing their faith and purifying 
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their characters. If the Master was made to endure suf
it should not be regarded as strange that his serv

ants were compelled to endure the same; they should 
rejoice because, as they trusted him and were persecuted 
for his they were really "partakers of Christ's suffer
ings." courage should be shown in order that when 
Christ appeared they might enjoy a truer rapture and 
exaltation: "that at the revelation of his glory alsc ye may 
rejoice with exceeding joy." ,~lowshiE in the lmfferings 
of Christ is to be regarded confidently as an assJJran~f 
.~t12~Jn nis gtory: "H -ye are reproac~~d for the 
nameofThnst, blessed are ye; because the Spmt of glory 
and the Spirit of God resteth upon you"; if, that is, you 
suffer for bearing the name of Christ, and for a life con
sistent with such a profession; for such a life is possible 
only by the power of his divine Spirit, and as this is also the 
"Spirit of glory,"his present manifestation is an assurance 
of the perfected glory you will enjoy at the appearing of 
Christ. On th!:,.9ther hand ~_rollst be certai!l....tl:!J!tiia~· 

. sufferi~s· are not .~d: "For let none of you suffer 
.as a murderer, or a thief, or an evil-<ioer, or as a meddler 
in other men's matters." The last phrase is a peculiar 
one and may possibly mean "one who busies himself about 
matters not befitting a Christian." "Butif a man suffer as 
a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify 
God in this name." 

A sec nd r son for steadfastness is found in the fact 
tha t ese sufferings are toheV:le\vei'rasanactlliU15egffinlnf' 
o~!fpmnhnvortcrat:fl:ilfl'etiIrn.QL 

. . tj the ery rIa was tieram:orcoiiUng·aenver. 
ance. Such the mold of prophecy has ever been; and as 
our Lord predicted, in the midst of a "great tribulation," 
which develops out of these age-long trials and sufferings, 
when there is "distress of nations," when "the powers of 
the heavens shall be shaken, • • then shall they see the 
Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 
But when these things begin to come to pass, look up, and 
lift up your heads; because your redemption draweth 
nigh." This seems to be the meaning of Peter in saying 
"For the time is come for judgment to begin at the house 

http:o~!fpmnhnvortcrat:fl:ilfl'etiIrn.QL


82 FIRST PETER I Peter 5: 1·~ 

of God", for the his household, for the very 
readers of this letter, have already begun. How
ever, if Christians now what then will be the fate of 
unbelievers; and "if the righteous," the follower of 
Christ, "is scarcely " that is, only after enduring 
such sufferings and tribulation, "where shall the ungodly 
and sinner appear," what will be their doom? Therefore. 
in view of the sure deliverance which is coming "let them 
also that suffer according to the will of God commit their 
souls in well-doing unto a faithful Creator." Let us sub
mit to his will and seek to do his will, trusting that through 
all the mystery of he cares for his own. 

b. Exhortation to Fidelity. Ch, 5 : 1-4 

1 The elders therefore among you I exhort, who am a 
fellow-elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, who 
am also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: 2 
Tend the flock of God which is among you, exercising the 
oversight, not of constraint, but willingly, according to the 
will of God; not yet for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 
3 neither as lording it over the charge allotted to you, but 
making yourselves ensamples to the flock. 4 And when the 
chief Shepherd shall be manifested, ye shall receive the crown 
of glory that fadeth not away. 
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to appeal to their affection; but to indicate his authority 
he declares that from personal observation he is one who 
bears testimony to the sufferings of Christ and who is to be 
"a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed" when 
Christ returns. 

In his exhortation Peter indicates another title of these 
"elders" or "bishops," namely, "pastors": "Tend the 
flock of God which is among you," fill the office of spiritual 
shepherds, not as a mere matter of necessary, professional 
duty, but with a willing mind, as serving God, not like 
hirelings for the mere earning of the salary you are paid, but 
gladly and eagerly, not acting as lords and tyrants in the 
congregation entrusted to you, but making yourselves 
examples for the flock; your earthly recompense may be 
small, but when Christ, "the chief Shepherd" shall appear, 
then you "shall receive the crown of glory that fadeth not 
away." 
<". Exhortations to Humility, Trust, Vigilance, and Constancy. Ch.5: 5-11 

5 Likewise, ye younger, be subject unto the elder. Yea, 
all of you gird yourselves with humility, to serve one another: 
for God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. 
6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time; 7 casting all your 
anxiety upon him, because he careth for you. 8 Be sober, 
be watchful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 9 whom with
stand stedfast in your falth, knowing that the same sufferings 
are accomplil:'hed in your brethren who are in the world. 10 
And the God of all grace, who called you unto his eternal 
glory in Christ, after that ye have suffered a little while! shall 
himself perfect, establish, strengthen you. 11 To him be 
the de minion for ever and ever. Amen. 

The word "elder" may denote either a Church officer Ot 

a man advanced in years. In the last paragraph it meant 
the former, here it possibly means the latter. Younger 
persons are urged to render respectful obedience to Churci: 
officers, or to Christians who possess the maturity an
wisdom of age. In fact all Christians are urged to "girJ. 
themselves" with "humility," probably as with the "garb 
of slaves," to be ready to render to one another every pos
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sible service, as the garment of humility is always an essen
tial equipment for wide helpfulness. Especially toward 
God is humility to be shown: "Humble yourselves ... 
under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in 
due time"; it is in his mysterious providence that 
afflictions come, but his power also brings deliverance in 
his appointed time. We are to look to him in humble 
trust, casting the whole burden of our anxiety upon him, 
believing that he lovingly cares for us. 
"Cas~ __. anxietv upon him" does not relieve 

us, :nowevE,fro.m~res"OnSibiI~~~1§1chJ~d.. 
~en.wtatlOn. T e nshan must be "soberr>·· 
'ali'(fTfwatchfuF"'because his' 'adversary the devil, as a roar
ing lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour." 
This graphic figure of speech may indicate some of the 
peculiar temptations of the readers, the opposition of their 
adversaries, the false charges of their slanderers; but it 
also symbolizes the cruelty and the craft, the restless 
activity and terrifying threats, which ever characterize 
the foul Tempter, the enemy of our souls. \Ve are en
couraged on two grounds to oppose this enemy, with stead
f~~hri~J 'y,il;)1 unshaken_~ns@ncy 01 Im!h: 
first, because our tnals ancttemJ.'it1LTIons are common to 
the whole brotherhood of Christians, they are not peculiar 
to us, they are being courageously endured and resisted by 
countless others; and secondly, because God, the Author 
of all grace, who called us "unto his eternal glory in 
Christ," after the comparatively brief time of our distress, 
will himself make us perfect through our sufferings, wiII 
make us so firm in the faith that we shall be shaken by no 
alarms, will give us such spiritual strength that we shall 
never be overcome; all power is his, he will supply our 
every need: "To him be the dominion for ever and ever 
Amen." 
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6. THE CONCLUSION. Ch. 5 : 12-14 

o. The Bearer and Purpose of the Letter. Ch. 5 : 12 

12 By Silvanus, our faithful brother, as I account him, I 
have written unto you briefly, exhorting, and testifying that 
this is the true grace of God: stand ye fast therein. 

In his closing sentences, Peter nrstmentionsSilvanus, to 
whom he had dictated the letter, and by whom, possibly, it 
was being sent. He will be remembered by the name of 
~s" or "Silvanus," as the trusted companion whom Paul 

a chosen for his second great missionary journey: 
he has won the like confidence of Peter, and is here de
scribed as his "faithful" Christian "brother." 

Peter next describes his letter as being very brief in 
comparison with all he should like to write, and as contain
ing not only serious exhortations, but aiso a solemn attes
tation that the faith held by his readers is "the true grace 
of God"; this grace should be shown in the conduct he has 
prescribed; in this faith he urges them to "stand .•• fast." 

b. The Salutation and Benediction. Ch. 5 : 13, 14 

13 She that is in Babylon, elect together with you, salutetb 
'!,lU; and so doth Mark my son. 14 Salute one another with akiss of love. 

Peace be unto you all that are in Christ. 

In the closing salutation the phrase, "she that is in 
Babylon," has been the occasion of endless conjecture and 
discussion. I t has been considered by many to be mystical 
and symbolical and to mean :'thtLClwtch. jn.,.J~£.me," 
since Rome was regarded as like Babylon in its opposition 
to the people and the cause of God. The importance of 
the theory consists in the fact that it affords the only 
Scriptural support for the tradition that Peter visited 
Rome, and '';Tote this epistle from that imperial city. 
That "Babylon" is used figuratively is, however, a mere 
conjectme and never has been proved. With this saluta· 
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tion Peter adds another from Mark, the early companion 
of Paul and Barnabas, the author of the Second Gospel; 
he is affectionately called a "son," a spiritual child of 
Peter, by whom probably he had been brought to Christ. 

After urging the members of the Church to greet one 
another with the kiss of charity to signify their brotherly 
love, Peter closes his epistle with the prayer and benedic
tion: "Peace be unto you all that are in Christ." 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE OF 

PETER 

While serious doubt has been felt as to the authorship 
of this epistle, it is most probable that it should be assigned 
to the apostle whose name it bears. He was now far 
advanced in years. Long before, when the risen Lord met 
his in the morning twilight by the sea, he pre
dicted Peter, when old, would endure martyrdom 
for the salce of his Master whom he was bidden to follow 
not only in service but in suffering. The day of supreme 
testing was at hand, as he penned this epistle. "The 
putting off of my tabernacle cometh swiftly," he "'Tites, 
"even as our Lord Jeaus Christ signified unto me." How
!')ver he sounds no note of despondency, fear, or gloom; his 

like that of his First Epistle, is radiant with hope. 
His is centered upon the coming of Christ; he 
still rejoices to think of the time "when the chief Shepherd 
shall be manifested" from whom he would receive "the 
crown of glory that fadeth not away." Something of the 
splendor of that crowning day he now declares was wit
nessed by him on the holy mount, when he saw the trans
figured Christ; long years have passed, but the viv:d 
memory of that "Majestic Glory" is set forth as a ground 
of his present, triumphant faith. The writer furthel 
declares of himself that he has written a previous epistle 
of a somewhat similar character; that he is on intimate 
terms with Paul, whom he cal1s "our beloyed brother," 
and with whose letters he declares himself familiar. Surely 
it is idle to conjecture who this writer have been if 
he was not Peter the apostle, whom its so defi
nitely depict. 

The then, would be the same as those of the 
previous the Christian converts scattered through
out various provinc(;;; of what is now known as Asia Minor. 
Thdr condition, however, is now different, or their dr



88 SECOND EPISTLE OF PETER 

cumstances are somewhat altered. The particular perils 
by which they are threatened are not from without but 
from within the churches. Their dangers are not from the 
persecutions of Jews and pagans, but from the pernicious 
influences of professed Christians, "false teachers" who 
have appeared, who are increasing in number, who deny 
the Lord not only by their doctrines but their impure 
and unholy lives. The truth which they attack particu
larly is that of the return of Christ, and their conduct 
corresponds with their unbelief; because of his delay 
they mock at "the promise of his coming," "walking after 
their own lusts." 

To warn against such errors in teaching and to exhort to 
holiness in living, this epistle was '\Titten. Its supreme 
word is "knowledge." As the source is in God, as the 
chief object is Christ, as it is associated with "grace," 
this "knowledge" is not merely a mental but also a spirit
ual attainment. It can be increased by the practice of 
Christian virtues, and the readers are urged to "grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ." The special truth, however, with which this 
"knowledge" is here concerned is that which the false 
teachers deny, namely, the return of Christ. This truth is 
shown to be attested both by the transfiguration glory of 
Christ and the word of inspired prophecy; the punish
ment of the false teachers is set forth and their character 
definitely described; the certainty of the coming of Christ 
and its attendant judgments are affirmed; and the plea 
is made for such conduct and character on the part of 
believers as may be worthy of their faith and hope. 

It may be helpful to suggest for the three chapters of 
this epistle the following outline: 

1. The Knowledge of Christ. II Peter, eh. 1. 
11. 	 The Salutation: The Gift of Knowledge. Ch. 1 ; 1·4. 
b. 	 The Exhortation: The Gn)'\\'th of Knowledge. Ch. 

1 : 5-11. 

c. 	The Promise: The Grounds of Knowledge. Ch_ 
I ; 12-21. 
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2. The Teachers of Error. Ch.2. 
a. Their Punishment. Ch. 2 : 1-9. 
b. Their Character and Conduct. Ch. 2 ; 10-16. 
c. Their Evil Influence. Ch. 2 : 17-22. 

3. The Coming of Christ. Ch. 3. 
a. The Certainty. Ch. 3 : 1-7. 
b. The Time and Circumstances. Ch. 3 : 8-13. 
c. The Consequent Exhortations. Ch. 3 : 14-18. 



1. THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST. II Peter, eh. 1 
a. The Salutation: The Gift of Knowledge. Ch. 1 : 1-4 

1 Simon Peter, I servJillLand apostle of Jesus Christ, to 
them that have Obta.llleClalike~ious faith with us in the 
righteousness of our God and the !Saviour Jesus Christ: 2 
Grace to you and (E!ace be multip ed in the knowledge of God 
and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that his dlvine 'power hath 
granted unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
throu~h the knowledge of hint that called us by his own glory 
and virtue; 4 whereby he hath granted unto us his precious 
~nd exceeding great promises j that through these ye may 
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from 
the corruption that is in the world by lust. 

I t is possible that as Peter calls himself "Simon" he may 
have had in mind the early days before he met Jesus, when 
that was his familiar name. I t is also possible that, as he 
calls himself an "apostle," he may have wished to suggest 
his authority as a man specially commissioned by his Lord, 
and also, that, as he calls himself "a bondservant . . . 
of Jesus Christ," he may have wished thus to place him
self upon an equality with his readers. This last purpose 
was surely accomplished by the beautiful phrase in which 
these readers are addressed. Here he not only appeals 
to their sympathy by a touch of tactful courtesy, but he 
gives a message to Christians of all times by a stroke of 
spiritual insigh t. He writes "to them that have obtained a 
like precious faith with us in the righteousness of our God 
and the Saviour J eSllS Christ." That is, faith gives 
exactly the same spiritual privileges to all, whether the 
most famous of apostles or the most obscure of believers; 
this faith is "obtained by lot" or by the grace and 
mercy of God, without any desert or merit of man; it 
brings with it equal privileges because of the absolute 
justice or "righteollsness of our God and the Saviour 
Jesus Christ." 

The salutation, "Grace to you and peace be multiplied," 
is quite familiar in form, but it is connected with a unique 
tlhrase and one which sounds the keynote of the epistle· 
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"in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord." This 
"knowledge" is the channel of "grace," it is the ground of 
"peace," it is the means of salvation, it is the instrument of 
all blessings. Pete, writes to remind Christians of the 
content of this knowledge, to warn them of apostate teach
ers who are opposing it in the interests of a false "knowl
edge," to encourage them to value and to develop this true 
knowledge of God and of Christ. Peter is therefore pray
ing that "grace," the divine source of all blessings, and 
"peace," the deepest experience of the soul, may be in
creased, by and in" this knowledge; and he prays with con
fidence, knowing that, or "seeing that," the "divine power" 
of God "hath granted unto us all things that pertain unto 
life and godliness," through this knowledge, which is here 
defined as a knowledge of Christ "that called us by his 
own glory and virtue." All that we need for the nurture 
of spiritual life and for the development of godliness has 
been given to us in our knowledge of Christ who has at
tracted us to be his followers by the manifestation of his 

"own moral excellence and goodness. These excellences 
ot their Lord awaj.;-e in believers a hope of attaining to his 
Ukeness, they assure them of the certain enjoyment of all 
the pardon and peace and future blessedness of which the 
Saviour has spoken, even "his precious and exceeding 
great promises," including his glorious return to which 
this epistle continually refers. It is the purpose of God 
that, through a knowledge of these promises and by 
cherishing them in faith, we may not only escape the 
moral corruption and decay which pervade the world 
because of evil desires and preverted passions, but that 
also we may attain to his likeness, developing more and 
more of his holiness and purity and love, being "trans
formed" into his image by the power of his indwelling 
Spirit. 

b. The Exhortation: The Growth of Knowledge. Ch. 1 : 5-11 

5 Yea, and for this very cause adding on your ~art all 
. . in your faith SUPPlyitrtue; and in your virtUe 

e; 6 and in your know edge~1; and in 
your ; and in your ~tlence godliness~ 
7 an in your godliness "Qrotherlx kip,dnes,li;. and in yOUl

r:, ___~l -), ~ . 

V~~~r 
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brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are [Qurs and 
~OUldt they make you to be not ~~nor unfrurtIu unto the 

ow edge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he that lacketh 
these things is blind, seeing only what is near, having for· 
gotten the cleansing from his old sins. 10 Wherefore, breth· 
ren, give the wore diligence to make itiur calling and election 
~me: fOr if ye do these things, ye san- never stumble: n 
'fOr thus shall be richly supplied unto you the entrance into 
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

In view of the faith which God has graciously given, in 
view of the knowledge of Christ which they possess, in 
view of the fact that they are "partakers of the divine 
nature," the readers are now urged to strive for such 
growth in Christian virtues, for such a development of 
spiritual graces, that their knowk>dge and faith shall be 
"not idle nor unfruitfuL" The suggestion seems to be 
that knowledge will thus be increased, that knowing will 
come by doing; that the condition of receiving more light 
is a faithful use of the light one has; that strenuous 
exercise of Christian graces results in a fuller comprehen
sion of spiritual truth. 

In the beautiful list of graces which Peter here exhibits, 
each grace apparently grows out of the preceding grace, 
and in turn becomes the soil or atmosphere in which the 
next is nourished, while all are rooted in "faith." Never· 
theless, the growth is not spontaneous; on our part there 
is demanded the expenditure of toil and effort. God has 
granted us the new life; but like a divine germ it needs to 
be developed by the earnest care which we are to "bring 
in by the side of" the divine gift; we are to add on our 
part "all diligence"; progress in Christian living is made 
only by cooperation of the human will With the divine. 

"In your faith supply virtue"; this is not the same as 
"add to your faith virtue"; but, as above suggested, 
"with and by your faith supply virtue" j "faith" is the 
source and gives the power by which "virtue" is to be 
developed; "faith without works is dead," but it shows 
itself to be living and real when it produces "moral 
excellence"; real trust in Christ and true belief in him will 
Always issue in right conduct, or "virtue," 
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So "virtue" in turn is to develop "knowledge," which 
here means '~pI];£!kfrLpJ<:lILi!tJhe-c«@r;=QI _kh.rilljiall 

,duty" rather ffian the knowtegge0i God~nd d Christ.
wnfCl1Tll1:li-epreviou-s section were used very much in the 
sense of "faith," "And in your knowledge [supply] self
control," according to which, in all the experiences of life, 
reason governs passion; "and in your self-control 
tience," or "endurance," for while "self-control" 
one to curb his desires, patience gives him power stead
fastly to endure evils which press upon him from without; 
"and in your patience godliness." which characterizes the 
life of one who continually lives "as seeing him who is 
invisible"; "and in your godliness brotherly kindness," 
or affection for fellow Christians, "and in your brotherly 
kindness love" for Christ and the whole world. The rela
tion of these seven virtues has been thus stated: 
is the gift of 0:9iLaln:a,dy received; to this mustbe 
-(IT'moranifrength whicn--enanles-aman to do \vhat he 
Knows 'to-De'dgnl'; -lZr spiritila:ldisc';rnl1lent; .~(JJ_self-
controfl)-\vhic4 aman resist~!!lJl!:at:I9n; (4)~en41c1!:<lllce 

-peaTs-'iij)~iiiider persecutio!l (j.r:31Eversi,Jy; 
eellng--a'iio'Dena,'vwr-towardGod, .ana - (6) 

fowaratl:1ei:jrel'nren~arrdi1JLiJWlttd -alt:'~"" .-.- . 
"'LOl:h'l'!--patientaeveIopinent of these virtues we are 
encouraged by the assurance, which forms the main 
burden of this paragraph, that where these are possessed 
and are increasing, there one is not idle or unfruitful in 
the "attainment of knowledge; a diligent practice of 
Christian virtues always increases spiritual insight. On 
the other hand their absence or neglect produces, or con

spiritual blindness or nearsightedness: "For fle 
tJlat lacketh these things is blind, seeing only what is 
near." It is true that the reason why things unseen 
and eternal seem to lIS so unreal is that we are making so 
little effort toward moral and spiritual progress. This 
lack of spiritual perception may extend so far that one 
may forget "the cleansing from his old sins," may actually 
become oblivious of the pardon and cleansing in which 
his Christian life began, and of all that God has done 
{or him. 
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"Wherefore, brethren," in view of the possible increase 
and the possible loss of "knowledge," and so of the "salva
tion" it involves, "give the more diligence to make your 
calling and election sure." The divine choice and call 
do not make human effort unnecessary. If, however, the 
Christian graces are being developed, and knowledge is 
enlarging, "If ye do these things, ye shall never stumble." 
This does not mean that the Christian will never sin, but 
that such patient effort toward progress will safeguard him 
against faults and failings, and will assure the completion 
of his journey to the heavenly city; he will indeed be richly 
provided for "the entrance into the eternal kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

c. The Promise: The G!()unds of Knowledge. Ch. 1: 12-21 

12 Wherefore I shall be ready always to put you in remem
brance of these things, though ye know them, and are estab. 
lished in the truth which is with you. 13 And I think it right, 
as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by by put
ting you in remembrance; 14 knowing that the putting off of 
my tabernacle cometh swiftly, even as our Lord Jesus Christ 
signified unto me. 15 Yea, I will give diligence that at every 
time ye may be able after my ~I;!lf!se to call these things to 
remembrance. 16 For we did not follow cunningly devised 
fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. 17 For he received from God the Father honor 
and glory, when there was borne such a voice to him by the 
Majestic Glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom lam well 
pleased: 18 and this voice we ourselves heard borne out of 
heaven, when we were with him in the holy mount. 19 And 
we have the word of pr{)phecy made more sure; whereunto 
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a lamp shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your 
hearts: 20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture 
is of private interpretation. 21 For no prophecy ever came 
by the will of man: but men spake from God, being moved by 
the Holy Spirit. 

Peter, in opening his epistle, has shown that in th~ 
knowledge of Christ has been given all that is needed for 
"life and godliness"; he has urged an increa.se of this 
knowledge by the development of Christian virtues that 

http:increa.se
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>0 may be provided an entrance into the heavenly King
:lorn; he now promises to aid his readers to keep these 
cruths in mind and assures them that their knowledge is 
well supported by the testimony of inspired apostles and 
prophets. 

Thus be does not propose to teach new truths, but de, 
clares that he will "be ready always" to put his r€'.aders in 
remembrance of the truth in which they are already estab
lished. He regards this as his duty and more especially 
because his own death is approaching, or, as he says 
"the off of my tabernacle cometh swiftly"; his 
body like a tent which his spirit is soon to leave. He is 
sure of this because he is now far advanced in years, and 
his Lord had told him that, when old, he should die a 
martyr's death. Here Peter even promises to make pro· 
vision that after his death his readers shall be able "to call 
these to remembrance"; just how he proposed to 
fulfill this promise he does not say-probably by writing 
other but some have conjectur€'d that he meant 

. to appoint teachers, or even that he referred to the Gospel 
of Mark, which is thought to have been written under his 
direction. 

The climax and inspiring center of all the truth Peter so 
prized concerned the personal, visible return of Christ. 
This was the great motive for holy living to which he can, 
stantly appealed in his First Epistle; this was the doctrine 
ridiculed and opposed by the false teachers whom this 
Second was written to rebuke. Peter declares 
that, in statements concerning the divine power and 
future of Christ, he and his fellow apostles did 
"not follow cunningly devised fables," but they spoke as 
men who, with their own eyes, had seen the "majesty," 
the radiant splendor, the heayenly glory, in which Christ 
would reappear. This vision was granted to them on the 
Mount of Transfiguration when Jesus "received from 
God the Father honor and glory, when there was borne 
such a voice to him by the Majestic Glory, [that is, by 
God himself], This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased." This transfiguration scene was a foregleam, a 
part. a manifestation, and so a proof, of the majesty anQ 
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splendor in which Christ would when he returned 
in his own glory and that of the and that of the 
bQ\Y angels. This experience confirmed the word of the 
prophets; it has made it an even firmer ground of con
fidence; previously the assurance came faith, but now 
that in the transfiguration there has been granted a speci
men of the coming glory, sight has made assurance doubly 
sure: "\Ve have the word of prophecy made more sure; 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a lamp 
shining in a dark place." In this dusk and dimly lighted 
world, in all its of confusing prophecy 
shines forth as a lamp, only lamp we to guide us. 
\Ve must give heed to it "until the day dawn, and the day
star arise." Thus (according to Tregelles, Schott, and 
others) it may be best to punctuate this last clause: "Ye 
do well that take heed, in your hearts, until the day 
dawn"; that while the shadows so heavily upon the 
present world you do well to take earnest heed to tne light 
of prophecy, until at last the Lord returns and the shadows 
flee away. If, however, we accept the usual punctuation, 
the meaning may be that we should take heed of prophecy 
and ponder its statements, until in our hearts there dawns 
a bright and confident expectation of the coming of Christ. 

To such earnest heed of prophecy we are specially en
couraged by the consideration that "no prophecy of 
scripture is of private interpretation," or, probably "of 
private origination," that is, it does not come from the 
prophets' own interpretation of the fu ture; "for no proph
ecy" as Peter adds, "ever came by the will of man: but 
men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit." 
Therefore, upon the testimony of apostles who were eye
witnesses, upon the words of prophets who were divinely 
inspired, rest our saving knowledge of Christ and our hope 
of his glorious return. 
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2. THE TEACHERS OF ERROR. Ch. 2 

a. Their Punishment. Ch. 2 : 1-9 

1 But there arose false prophets also among the people, as 
among you also there shall be false teaj:l1ers, who shall 
privily bring in destructive heresies,-denYing even the Master 
that bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 
2 And many shall follow their lascivious doings; by reason 
of whom the way of the truth shall be evil spoken of. 
And in covetousness shall they with feigned words make 
;merchandise of you: whose sentence now from of old lin
gereth not, and their destruction slumbereth not. 4 For if 
God spared not angels when they sinned, but cast them down 
to hell, and committed them to pits of darkness, to be re
served unto judgment; 5 and spared not the ancient world, 
but preserved Noah with seven others, a preacher of right
eousness, when he brought a flood upon the world of the un
godly; 6 and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into 
ashes condemned them with an overthrow, having made 
them an example unto those that should live ungodly; 7 and 
delivered righteous Lot, sore distressed by the lascivious 
life of the wicked 8 (for that right~ous man dwelling among 
them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from 
day to day with their lawless deeds): 9 the Lord knoweth 
bow to deliver the godly out of temptation, and to keep the 
1Ulrighteous under punishment unto the day of judgment. 

Peter had just assured his readers that inspired prophets, 
in their teaching, had given them a lamp which they should 
cherish and use in the prevailing darkness, until the Lord 
return. He now reminds them that of old there were 
"false prophets" as well as true, and that, similarly, in 
the Christian Church there are "false teachers" as well as 
inspired apostles, and that such teachers will appear in 
all ages until Christ reappears. The mention of these 
teachers brings Peter to the very heart of his epistle , which 
is mainly designed to warn his readers against these 
authors of destructive heresies and to defend the truth 
concerning the return of Christ, which, in particular, was 
beinsr denied. 
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As the chapter opens Peter declares that these false 
leaders are doomed to certain punishment; they are 
"bringing up"n themselves swift destruction;" their sen
tence "from of old lingereth not, and their destruction 
slumbereth not," it had been predicted in other days, of 
similar men, and it is no dead letter but soon wiII be exe
cuted upon them. Their conduct is described as "denying 
even the Master that bought them," as by their impure 
lives and their corruption of his teachings they actually 
disclaimed and renounced the Lord and Master who had 
died for them. As a result of their influence "many shall 
follow their lascivious doings; by reason of whom the 
way of the truth shall be evil spoken of," while the teachers 
enrich themselves by the money they e.'Ctort from their 
victims. 

Thus the first four verses describe the doom, the conduct 
and the influence of these men, and so outline and summa
rize the whole chapter. This chapter, it will be remem

1'u::;19sely~paralleled by the Epistle of Jude. The 
supposition is thifone writer borrowed from the other or 
both from a common source. Jt should be noted, however, 
that when Jude gives examples of the certain punishment 
of the wicked he makes no mention of the deliverance of 
the righteous. Peter, however, uses three illustrations of 
certain doom, but in two of these he lays great stress upon 
the fact that "the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly 
out of temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under 
punishment unto the day of judgment." qf ~these ex
amples of punishment the first isthat of the1anenangel11; 
i!i\'!nll1:tirif6ftheii'siiils riot menUoned, but his elsewhere 
,sli'ggestedas l;';i\rl;;i'l:>e'C~ caused by pride. The second is 
iliat bCfhe-ivorfd before the flood, the special feature of 
which was disobedience to God. The third is that of the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah; the guilt of these 
cities was that of moral impurity. Thus Peter pictures 
the certain punishment of the false teachers, but he also 
paints their character, and intimates their pride, rebellion, 
and sensuality. He also intimates, however, that even 
though the righteous are few in number, as Noah and his 
family, or as Lot in lawless Sodom, Gp~Js-~cerj:~!n to 
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d~!iY~L t\:lQse_who trUl>La,ng .§erve. hjm. His words are 
designed to comfort and encourage believers in the darkest 
days of heresy and ialse teaching and impending judg
ments: "The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out 
of temptation." 

b. Their Character and Conduct. Ch. 2 : 10-16 

10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust or 
defilement and despise dominion. Daring, self-willed, 
they tremble not to rail at dignities: 11 whereas angels, 
though greater in might and power, bring not a railing judg
ment against them before the Lord. 12 But these, as crea
tures without reason, born mere animals to be taken and 
destroyed • tters whereof they are ignorant, shall 
in their des ely be destroyed, 13 suffering wrong 
as the hire of wrong-doing; men that count it pleasure to 
revel in the day-time, spots and blemishes, revelling in their 
deceivings while they feast with you; 14 having eyes full 
of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; enticing unsted
fast souls; having a heart exercised in covetousness; chil
dren of cursing; IS forsaking the right way, they went astray, 
baving followed the way of Balaam the son of Beor, whQ 
loved the hire of wrong-doing; 16 but he was rebuked for 
bis own transgression: a dumb ass spake with man's voice 
and stayed the madness of the prophet. 

Peter has already announced the doom and briefly 
designated the teachers of error who were corrupting the 
Christian Church; he now paints their character and 
conduct in vivid and forbidding colors. The two para
graphs are inseparably interwoven, the description of 
punishment and of sin. Thus when he mentions "chiefly 
them that walk after the flesh in the lust of defilement," 
he means that they, more obviously than other sinners, are 
kept under the judgment of God, and he specifies their 
character as walking "after the flesh," making lust their 
law, and further, he states, they "despise dominion," 
looking with contempt upon the power and majesty of the 
Lord. Naturally therefore, "daring, self-willed, they 
tremble not to rail at dignities," but treat with abuse the 
lawful rulers of the Church. Such daring presumption is 
rebuked by the example of angels who refrain from insult
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ing and condemning beings less powerful than themselves. 
These teachers are like "animals," without reason, mere 
brute beasts making a pretense of knowledge, and they 
are certain to be punished for their wrongdoing, as they 
deserve. Their idea of pleasure is wanton living, in open 
daylight. They are "spots and blemishes" in the Church 
which should be pure and holy. Their eyes betray their 
adulterous thoughts, never satisfied with sin. They allure 
and corrupt unsteady, unstable, "unstedfast souls." 
"Children of cursing" that they are, they have left the 
straight path, wandering away from it by following the 
way of Balaam; he, like these false teachers, "loved 
the hire of wrong·doing"; he wished the gold Balak offered 
and desired to curse Israel contrary to God's command; 
he was "rebuked" for his breach of law, when his dumb 
ass, acting contrary to law of another kind, spoke ,,,ith 
human voice and resisted the mad infatuation of the 
prophet. 

Like Balaam of old, men who try to serve God and gold, 
and false teachers, such as Peter describes, who hide their 
covetousness and impurity under the cloak of Christian 
profes!'ion, are doomed to moral blindness, to disappoint
ment, to disgrace, and to death. 

c. Their Evil Influence. Ch. 2 : 17·22 

17 These are springs without water, and mists driven by 
a storm; for whom the blackness of darkness hath been re
served. 18 For, uttering great swelling words of vanity, 
they entice in the lusts of the flesh, by lasciviousness, those 
who are just escaping from them that live in error; 19 promis
ing them liberty, while they themselves are bondservants of 
corruption; for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he 
also brought into bondage. 20 For if, after they have es
caped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 
therein and overcome, the last state is become worse with 
them than the first. 21 For it were better for them not to 
have known the way of righteousness, than, after knowing it, 
to turn back from the holy commandment delivered unto 
them. 22 It has happened unto them according to the true 
proverb, The dog turning to his own vomit again, and the 
sow that had washed to wallowing in the mire. 
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The most feature in the picture of the teach
ers of error whom is denouncing in this present 

is that of their influence upon the members of the 
Church. The pitiful fact is that such men secure a follow
ing; know enough of truth,and can employ sufficient 
pious beguile and entrap weak and unsuspecting 
souls. They profess to be sources of spiritual help; how 
different they are, in reality! "These are springs without 
water"; what a disappointment to those who are thirsting! 
These are "mists driven by a storm"; mists might supply 
some moisture, or protect from the burning but when 
driven by the wind, as these teachers by passions, 
they can only blind and distress. 

In contrast with all their boastful pretense, "uttering 
great swelling words of vanity," they lead astray. by 
offers of sensual indulgence, those who are just escaping 
from sinful companions and practices. They teach that as 
a Christian is "free from the law" he can live in license, and 
can show his liberty indulging in sin. The fact is that 
such teachers are themselves the slaves of while thev 
are promising freedom to others; "for a man the slave 
of whatever overpowers him." Most pitiful of all is the 
case of those who are misled, and who under such in· 
fluences renounce their allegiance to Christ: "For if after 
they have escaped the defilements of the world through 
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they 
are again entangled therein and overcome, the last state 
is become worse with them than the first." In these and 
the closing words of the ,11apter a solemn warning is 
sounded both for the teachers of error and their followers. 
"For it were better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than, after knowing to turn back from 
the holy commandment." It is and quite aside 
from the purpose of Peter, to argue here either against or 
for the doctrine of "the perseverance of the saints" or the 
possibility of "falling from grace." From the proverb 
with which the chapter doses it would seem that the per
sons described had never really experienced a "new birth" 
or a change of nature; however, the point here is to warn 
persons against self-deception, against all false sense of 
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security, against false teachers who make light of sin and 
corrupt the teachings of Christ. No one can presume upon 
a past religious experience, whether it was real or imagin
ary. Each one must, and will, increase his knowledge 01 
Christ by a diligent cultivation of Christian graces in ease 
he is to find an "entrance into the eternal kingdom." 
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3. THE COMING OF CHRIST. II Peter, ch. 3 
a. The Certainty. Ch. 3 ; 1-7 

1 This is now, beloved, the second epistle that I write unto 
you; and in both of them I stir up your sincere mind by 
putting you in remembrance i 2 that ye should remember the 
words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and 
the commandment of the Lord and Saviour through your 
apostles: 3 knowing this first, that in the last days mockers 
shall come with mockery, walking after their own lusts, 4 
and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for, from the 
day that the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creation. 5 For this they 
wilfully forget, that there were heavens from of old, and an. 
earth compacted out of water and amidst water, by the word 
of God; 6 by which means the world that then was, being, 
overflowed with water, perished: 7 but the heavens that now 
are, and the earth, by the SanIe word have been stored up' 
for fire, being reserved against the day of judgment and 
destruction of ungodly men. 

The return of Christ and the establishment on earth of 
his perfected Kingdom has been the blessed hope of the 
Church through all the passing centuries. In writing his 
First Epistle, this hope was continually used by Peter as an 
inspiring motive for patience in suffering and for fidelity 
in the performance of duty. In this Second Epistle, the 
same truth also is so continually in mind that the two 
letters have comm.only ~een ~alled.th!:. "g~l~~." 

Thus as he begms tlllS third chapter, Peter states that 
his purpose in writing is to remind his readers of the teach
ings of apostles and prophets concerning the return of 
Christ, and specifically of their prediction that, as the 
present age drew to its close, men would appear who would 
ridicule the very idea uf a second advent: "knowing this 
first, that in the last days mockers shall come with mock
ery, walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is 
the promise of his coming?" As their appearance had 
~cen predicted thus in connection with the Lord's retur:n, 

http:alled.th
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the very existence and words of such scoffers proved the 
truth which they attempted to deny. 

It may be noted that there is a very modern accent in 
the two grounds on which their denial is based: first, the 
lapse of time since the promise was made; and second, the 
improbability of its fulfillment: "for, from the day that 
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation." That is to say, first, am 
Lord had suggested that his return might be at an early 
date, and now practically a generation had passed away, 
at least most of the early fathers of the Church ,vere dead, 
and as Christ had not returned there must be some mis
take about his promise or the common interpretation of 
his promise; he had .not come, so, the scoffers concluded, 
he would not come. 

The second objection sounds quite as familiar to-day: 
"all things continue as they were from the beginning of the 
creation"; that is to say, law is uniform, miracle is impos
sible, the sole process in the universe is evolution, the super
natural is inconceivable; the return of Christ with its 
attendant circumstances is absolutely miraculous, catas
trophic, supernatural; therefore it is the foolish dream of 
fanatics and not worthy the serious thought of men of en
lightenment and culture. 

This second objection Peter at once discusses; the 
first he meets in the next paragraph. As to the "uni
formity of nature," is it true that there has been no divine 
act, no "supernatural intervention?" Do not these 
scoffers "wilfully forget" and stubbornly neglect certain 
known facts? How did the world come into being, and 
how was the "process of evolution" begun; were these not 
"by the word of God?" Or, how about the flood? was it 
not by this same divine \Yord that "the world ... being 
overflowed with water, perished?" If God sent a deluge 
to punish a guilty world, is it not possible that Christ may 
appear in flaming fire to punish the ungodly and to deliver 
his saints? 

This seems to be the argument of Peter. Of course his 
tanguage is figurative. I.t is certai!lthatth_efloQ.dslig I!.Qt 
d~stro)' the heaven and the eartp; of this absurd st~~· 
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ment Peter is guilty if words must be taken 
whenC:l;1risLfQlQe!,~h~~will.not de;3troy the~rth. 
it.. .!'YEib()1 oL<iivine. JU9gm~nt and of purification. 
'what tIie figures ofspeech Imply will always be a matter 
ofcon troversy and conjecture; . but .<J.il to theJa,ct of our 
Lord's return there need be rio doubt. It is established, 
as Peter'deC!ares, bytne words of "'the holy prophets" 
and of "the Lord and Saviour" himself. These words 
must be studied with patience, and expounded with care, 
and defended with charity; but in days of dark
ness they are, to men of "sincere mind" and simple faith, 
stars of hope, pointing to the dawn and the glorioul! 
appearing of the King. 

b. The Time and Circumstances. Ch. 3.: 8-13 

8 But forget not this one thing, beloved, that one day is 
with the Lord as! a thousand years, and a thousand years as 
one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as 
some count slackness; but is longsuffering to you-ward, not 
wishing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief; 
in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall be dissolved with fervent heat, and the 
earth and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 
11 Seeing that these things are thus all to be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy living and godli
ness, 12 looking for and earnestly desiring the coming of the 
day of God, by reason of which the heavens being on fire shall 
be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 
13 But, according to his promise, we look for new heavens 
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

While the blessed hope of their Lord's return l:as been 
the stay and comfort of his followers in every age, there 
have always been men, even within the Church, who have 
ridiculed the doctrine as an idle fancy, a chimera, a dream. 
There were such men in the days of Peter, and he writes 
his Second Epistle to warn his readers these 
teachers of unbelief; such teachers exist and ex
press polite surprise that any persons could be so lacking 
in intelligence as to expect a literal, visible, glorious 
reappeaxin2" of Jesus Christ; such have been predicted 
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to appear "in the last days," and their scoffing will make 
them unconscious witnesses of the fact they deride. '" 

In the earlier verses of this chapter, Peter has indicated 
that such unbelief was not due to any lack of prediction 
on the part of Christ or of the prophets and apostles, but 
was due to the long delay in the fulfIllment of the promises: 
no one who reads the New Testament questions the fact 
that the early Christians expected the return of the Lord, 
and regarded it as possible in their own day; "but," say 
these doubters, "the early Church was evidently mistaken; 
the prediction has been discredited by these ages of delay." 
To such Peter makes his memorable reply: "But forget 
not this one thing, beloved, that one day is with the Lord 
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day." 
That is to saY"tirl1eis purely relative, and'Yhatseems a 
long delay-to man is Ilot [ong in the mind of the Eternal; 
toniffiTneissuenlf a single day ate permaneiit, endless; 
aiiatlfe-events-df" a tnousahc\-years are present, real, 
alreaaX"p-;issiiig' beforenim. 
. "Thus-to the charge of a long delay, 'Peter replif's, first, 
that men are poouu<i~QLthe length ang shortncllil DC 

. time 'mwhich divine counsels--are=concerned; he replies, 
iiitlienextprace~ mat wlmt,-even in human judgment, is 
a long delay is occasioned by a wise and gracious purpose: 
"The Lord is not slack concerning his promise," not un
mindful, not indifferent to his word, "but is longsuffering 
to you-ward, not "ishing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance"; if he delays his judgment, 
it is that men, even the readers of this epistle, may have 
time to repent and to accept the salvation he has provided 
in Jesus Christ. 

In the third place, Peter states that the long delay 
should not make men careless or lull them into a false 
security, for "the day of the Lord will come as a thief." 
The mere fact that events seem to be taking their usual 
course, or have so continued for ages, is no proof that the 
Lord will not return. By the world the event will be un
expected; the time is always uncertain; the Jack of ex
pectation on the part of believers is a predicted sign that 
the coming may be near. 
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It is foil to "set the time" for the Lord's return, or t(} 

> ef~Qrt, fCQmsome obscure Eassages 0 cnpture a~' 

'1Ion of the ~xact date of his commg; nevertneIess t ere are 

certain event'sanCl' c1rcumstances which will serve as signs 

for those who are watchful. "Ye. . . are not in dark

ness, that that day should overtake you as a thief," 

wrote Paul to the Thessalonian believers. Of these cir

cumstances Peter mentions only the physical convulsions 

which precede and attend the appearing of Christ. The 

language he employs is highly figurative ard when taken 

literally leads to strange conclusions. He borrows his 

figures from the last two chapters of Isaiah and from the 

Eighteenth Psalm; the latter is describing a severe storm, 

as it declares that "the foundations of the world were 

laid bare"; so Peter declares, "The earth and the works 

that are therein shall be discovered" [margin]. Isaiah 

described the blessedness of the return from captivity, 

that was to be, for the Jews, like enjoying "new heavens 

and a new earth." In no case does it mean that the com

ing of the Lord is ttdestro this eartli. \vhen~· 


. ares ,a t e eavens s a pass away with a great noise, 

and the elements shall be dissolved with fervent heat, and 

the earth and the works that are therein shall be burned 

up" he is merely referring to the "signs" attending the 

coming of Christ to which the ~1:aster himself referred when 

he said: "the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall 

not give her light, and the stars shall be falling from 

heaven, and the powers that are in the heavens shall be 

shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in 

douds with great power and glory." "But when these 

things begin to come to pass, look up, and lift up your 

heads; because your redemption draweth nigh." Peter 

is merely giving a picture of coming· judgments. The 

issue of these convulsions, whatever their nature, is "new 

heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous
ness" j not a new be, for the nations of the world are 


<) pi.C.~.rea as s t eJ;_'Y~Q~\CElaQters of is saDie-old 
··orr; purified, scene of 
.t!~eousness an ~ - 
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c. The Consequent Exhortations. Ch. 3 : 14-18 
14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for these things, 

give diligence that ye may be found in peace, without spot and 
blameless in his sight. 15 And account that the longsuffer
ing of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul 
also, according to the wisdom given to him, wrote unto you; 
16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; 
wherein are some things hard to be understood, which the 
ignorant and unstedfast wrest, as they do also the other 
scriptures, unto their own destruction. 17 Ye therefore, 
beloved, knowing these things beforehand, beware lest, 
being carried away with the error of the wicked, ye fall from 
your own stedfastness. 18 But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him 
be the glory both now and for ever. Amen. 

The purpose of Peter is intensely practical. He has 
\¥Titten of the return of Christ not to arouse idle specula
tion or to occasion bitter but to make better men 
and women. Two facts he makes perfectly clear: Chri§t., 
will come,~J:he ~es~ willJ;;U~teOl;~K 
bma:~e comm~tended WIth )\ldjLment, "what 
1ll'amreror~ ought 'we~-arlJioTyliving and 
godliness," should we not be "looking for and earnestly 
desiring the coming of the day of God?" Thus Peter 
argues. We may not be able to interpret all his symbols, 
or to understand all that the "day of God" will contain, 
but the exhortations of the apostle are clear; he makes our 
duty plain. 

Thus, as he brings the epistle to a close, Peter gives t:Y2.. 
parting injunctions: one is to steadfastness, the othet·l:o 
p.i~iuargrowtIi. "Wherefore, oe:rOvea, seeing tha:tye' 
00 ror these things, diligence that ye may be 

found in peace"; the return of Christ should not occasion 
restless excitement but calm confidence; it should impel 
us to lives of that we may be "without spot and 
blameless in " for if we are expecting the bride
groom we should our garments white and clean. vVe 
should remember if he delays his coming it is to give 
us an opportunity to accept and to proclaim his salvation, 
even as Paul has written in his epistles; these epistles are 
inspired and to be as holy Scripture. but they 
contain passages hard to understand which men who are 
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ignorant of spiritual truth and eager to find an excuse for 
sin have misinterpreted so as to allow themselves license 
which is destroying their souls. \Ve have been warned in 
advance of the evil inHuences of false teachers, and of the 
peril of turning from the truth; we therefore should stand 
firm and steadfast.We....shoul~<£.J!l).~ 
~e_QLollLLS;l!:2(ill~~k~J::brlst.· ThlS 
can be possible, as Peter has shown us, only by daily and 
diligently developing the virtues which we have seen re
vealed in our Lord, and by continually dwelling upon his 
word. "To him be the glory both now and for ever. 
Amen." 
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The, 'efore, as 111 the cluse (If the letST: , belie!' "ill. 
the nlune of hi~" :::;UIl Jeslls Chri~1." i~..reL;I.I:·ed. tn" the pres.., 
enC'l' of "'the S[J'lrit which he a.s rIllE, chal?1.er 

the ~S::"l:r.ancc: "dla~ one ba3et:L on 
_" ?clll/e:'slon, insi:irec,i by.:hc that ",J,e:,us 
\.~11nst 1S corne ~n 1He flesh. 

1.~here arc I1lanifese c~nlong l11en ~nany other (, [spil':i ts, " 

and t"al:-,c ·tL"achC'r~, 'who cl~~lnl to be of C::od;. 
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prophets," m:n"thelpss, 'i\'l're ,'(ciT jJupuJ.ar; W(::t-(I: "oj[ 
the world," ;:he:'1' wa" in l'eri"c( "YTnpathy wid:. the 
spirit Cif the \'\Odd, and as their deterndned 
by this they were cOllseqliemly exa.ctly such ai'::· the 
\vorlcl to hear. wa\' of COT~ l:r::1"t, Jobn. and 
his fello',,; apo~des~ claillH:,d to hf; "n£ C;o(l,'~ ,~indl t(> he 
guidcd his Spirit: therefore thr: d1ildI'crI of Go,d. I:e-' 
cei,'ed their testimony. ,,,hid1 the "false proph,r:ts'" arul the 
".\'orld "'\Ye an; of Cud: lIt: that .knuwetll (~odl 
heareth us; he WhD i,; not of (-:;od lWdreth IlS nOL" :F'roll1ll 
aU that has before, the ap()stle conclude:;; thLat :it is 
always to dbtinguish hCl\';een truth. and ellTorl; 

the al~titude toward Christ, as iru]y hUITlan 1,dlile 'verv 
can be tested, \\'bcther :the iis d::at; 

" or ()f an apostle, IX of hU!ml::l,~:st 
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,me! must ObSCLlrl' lK,jic;HT "E\'ery spirit tilElt c:onJesseth, 
I'nat ] esus Christ is come in the flesh is of Cod: . By' 
Ilhis \\'0 knO\\' the of truth. and the spirit .of error.'" 

As in the days oj John. so t~-day man'y faIcic pmphets 
haye "gone OLlt into 1lle world." 0:en:r han~ 1::llel'e exi,tedl 
a larger number of conflicting ,,-nices cLlin1ing' to teach n()t 
0111y but Christian truth. \\'c> need to Ic[;1: tlH: 
,'pInts, mUE,]: remember that "spiritual" does noi: 
necessarily mearl : nY')"\' to'lrh';s "+0 f'la:im 1'1') clIYI]
\\+ith n1ysteries and "Yisions~\ 1.{n ;-~~lI~ns \"?'hil~l~·' :~;"e .~, -..-<::. 

rne "'isible and the: maU;rlal, many, :OD, '~'rho 
;-)entirne:nts :1nci fancies, are 

ignorant and irnpLlre, 
:\()[ yet docs 

I()hn actu:dh' me:mf rnay· be a l:llatte:I"" 
lJi dislmte: he: 

(~()d:1 but Tllay be satanic a!ltd~ 
i"len1(Jnic. \\ live at a t;me when, as nen,r be:[on:;" men 

~dJ fr:'1!11 ·':~pirits.)' Bruken and hleeding" 

in lile clark for c()mf"r~, for mes··.. 


1()n:ci rJ.,\va,y"1 

tu thos" \\'ho c:btl1l com·, 


rrh,1t l~he r'ltn(~cUurns"': 


co;ne, are usu.a,lly [L'ilUdu·, 

k'nt and deo~'it[u~, it is nut: dinicl~lt to !H'Cfve. Even 


scnne rnud ;:cuTn I)f rcz:t1it\~ in their clahn:~j cl!nl~:S nOll: 

(l.Jrbid the cOllclusi( II'l I,h~it tht~ :--;uu;·cc 01 their pO"'~rer 

lS dClltOn:c. 'The n,'al test ~\ybich :1111st 1)C~ tbjs:: 


t~~:~~,,:':t:r~;,~s,l'~~lhr:'l~t cl:.~S1i~ :, )]()( of I~il~::;~~;:'!: 
ddl.l~i()ilS 'W:11('11 l1ide HIlder the .i'1;:une of' 

"'Christi~~n.7' 

an.' of {;!.Jd." 
\YhciL ':\lm;·;i~i.S Juhn here Sl'l'; fun h: tile Church 

LlEd :.he 1hc" Jlrit C)[ lr~llh and the 
Chrl~;t and ~a(an, and 

C:;'ocJ I uf ;:..tIl tichri~t; but the 
is !irated: there is on", invariable I:e'rt,-,·.., 
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the attitude toward 
all the 
there srands 

Christ(' ~fLds 

the of 

_____IJi~.,._.l_!_i_________UIlQllI_IIIIII1________________--.,------------



17 Beloved." let us love one anotneT.: :for II(n"I,~ ~s 'Ill! G·od;: 
and everyone th,at Ie-veth is begotten 0)' God, iil~old kl'.oweltll'l 
God. 8 Ide that 101'eth not knoweth ,lOt God:; God ii,I::1 
love. 9 Herein wa" the love of God nlanife:lt'I',;,1l1 us, tl:i:at 
God hath seIlt his cmlly begotten Son into the 'Ilr/Oll'kii. that ill 'I',! 
might live thrDugh :tuhn. W Herein is Jove, 1:11:1'1: 'l:11r1,at "~,,~ lov':~lr:'Il 
God, but that he ioved us, and sent his Son to be tIt.!.e ])Ic(ll"" 

fiitiation fo!' our sins~ 11 Beloved~ H God so loved!. '~f!r,e alB(I' 
'ought to !ove'one' an.other" 12 No man hath C:'Cld :EIIII: 
any time: if we love oIle another, God abidetJb. :iIl. IllS" :emll hii.EII 
love is perfe~ted in us:. 12i hereby we know that 'il,re abidl~ :i1l::r. 
him and he in. us, b'~cause he hath given us all' hit" Spirit. l'lll, 
fu."1d we hav<1 beheld and bear witness {boat thl;, .Fath'E~.l' hatll::I, 
sent the Son /0 be th~, Savi.our of the world. '11 ::1: VV'hO:,OI;'V""I1:' 
shaH confess that Jesus is the Son of Goa, IDo;:'!, abiii[l,eiJtl ibm 
him, and he in GocL Hi And we fu""'lOW and ha""E~ bl"H'~i'lred ill"I'l' 
love which God lUI,tll in us" God is love; and he tb.all: a1:dd.el:l!:I1, 
ln love abitdel~h in and God abideth in h!b,n" 1.':1" H.,reiLII:I1, 
fiS love made perfect us, that we may haYII') 1::I'Dl~lness ilII1. 
!:he day ::f judgment; because as he is, even so :ll:n,1 woe in l~bj:::i, 
world. JLs, T"here is 'Inn fear in love ~ but perfect (;a~lt:et:l::l1 
out fea',:', because re:IE hath punishment; and. he j:ea.t'llt:I:1i 
is not mao.e peri~,ct b:l love. 19 vVe 100'e, h€l:I::'Ii.'I:l.se he :fi:r:s'l; 
loved us. 2D If R man say, I love God, and ha1:€,'1:ib, :hls l,rOnll"!:'I' 
he is a. liar: for he tl:lat loved! not his brother whonl:' h(11mtll:l, 
seen, cannot IDve God. whom he haL':! :not seen. ~~1 And 1~lli.::::i, 
commandment has€! 'file [~ro:rn b.im~ that he \li'~l'JD,1 1'[}~~',eth G'old! 
love his brotl:""r a.:l.so. . 

T,,'icc before in the course of this epistle love has beeIl 
treated as a test of Chris:jan life. In the ':U;',"ollid chapter 
it was the d\,~mmandment" which one in i!e:Ii[~~}~i~~h)i?~aiJI:I' 
God would k',ep; lTI.the third, it was a sig1:l,.!:~iil!~~:~!!~~~~~ut(" 
the Father, which "children uf God" woulq,.I?,h9'll':; h~I'l~,.iil:: 
is a dispositibn ,:d1iCl1 is traced to its sou\:~:~:,jH t!!.!~, .. :~;~:I:::i:" 
nature of God as Illimifested in the gift ()L.lb,i'~I",~::pn. hl 
foilowing this thought the writer reaciws the profoundest 
depths and loftiest heights of his discussion, 'The para" 
graph is a worthy complement to the matchless "hymn 01: 
bve" sung Paul i,n the thirteenth chapter .1)£ bisEp:iSIJI:I' 

L._II!__lII'llil~_.IIIII__.I".II.I"______IiI!_lnmlll.l._1111111II1111.1.IIIIII~HlIIIIIIII.lllmIllIIMJllnllllllDllll~"I______" __"111__11111111111111____________•• 
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to the Corinthians, for it gi\-es to the virl:uel,\,bich .I"):mi 
praises its D1iglny motin" and find" its hi.rth :in the beiLng 
of Cod, 

Fro111 ~L:nother point of \~i(~\\~ 81so, the h~.'re :reac]~,el~ 
a cliJl1:lx :,mel :is ::ounel to be no n1(;r(; serie:, oJ teste' by w·hich 

fact is cI i~sCOycl:-t'd or on \\~hich an {lbSUr8lfH)i;;; is :[:'0 be l).t'II.sed, 
but a pract.ical 1.11<->ssage of encoLi.ragelnenL It i~s de8i:!,i~:nec1 
nut only to t(>sts of life, but to urge tbe fll!l.ermaniifes·· 
tations·or Jife. ',~t is intended to sec:un:~ no[: a Inental 
\Trdict bIlt o. nlora! resol\'e. not a surer bcHeif bLl.t a 

experience. "Beim-ed," \Eires the '''lelc 
one ano'.her." 

"rhe cx:horl~;Hlt)ll is enrotced the dtatenlC!lt t.hat 
"[:,yc: i~ of God"; it is therefure suprem.e test both oJ 
illing l)orn of God and uf haying fellowship 'I",'ith C;,cd: 
"En:f\' olle tha.t ic'\'eth is begotten uf God, and kIlO"i,llreth 
:,.;, Id. - He that loyerh not knO\'\-eth nut: God.: for GC:ld iI, 
!O\'e.' , This sulJlime statement eli, to. the :11.atur(~ oJ 
r:'ld is unsurpassed in all Scriptu:"e: '''Cod :1.8 lovl'~." 
['wice in this brid paragraph the truth iis allirmed. IIen~ 
the statemelll; is followed by a description of th(~ supll'e:rne 

of diyine l()\"e: "Herein wa.::] t:he. love of Cod 
'Laniiested in us, that God hath sent h:i'l begotten 
~;un into the world lilat 'we might !i\'l~ him." 
This is in fact the expression of lu\'e in ]t"s Ycr-y eSSf~nce ~ 
"Herein is not that \\'C Im'eel God. bu.t thai~ he loved 
:15, and sent Sun to be the propitial:ion for our sii.I1:"." 
rhus the ]m-e o{ Cod was sho\\'n in the greatness 01' his 
gift: he not sent a Sadour; he :,ent his own :::::'OJl, 
his only SOIL !U\'e appeared funhel." in the be:l1elit 
..eceh'ed, n,ml.ely life, eternal life, roc all beliel,-~rs: '''that 
we might [jye through him." This was ressellitia:l 
1.m 'e, fur \\,;IS shcl\\-n toward the un\\'ortby' ulllo",."ely .. 
The !o\'e of man for God would not ha\'e been so ~;urpril';iing, 
lJut, "I-krein is not that we loved but that: he 
'.on:d us." This lm're inyolved an infinite cost, of sacr:iiI'ice:, 
'Jf suffering and death, to secure the of ~',dns; 
'his God provid,,:d; he "sent his Son to be the prDpitiar:i(m 
~or our sins." 

If such is the nature of God's love. 'we Inns!: sbow ·tha.t: 
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given 
is 1:1:1'1:;' 

it i;! 
associated and 
crucified Sayiour, this heiief become" the motive 

our 10yc one another: "\\'e hay'(; beheld ",nd b.~aJ:' 
witness the Farher hath tile ::;on co be 
of the \yorld. \Yhusocn'f shall confbS that 

of :;od in him, and in 
we of God manifested: "And we 
have believert leTe ',,'hleh God hath in 
love: and he ::h:1: abideth in loye abideth in 
abidetll in him," 

is nut God. Xut e'i'e;'"\' Inardfesta· 
or 0, bene\'olence or iis a 

sign of new birth a child Godl. 
take our stand the \ rhen love i:~, i~ssociate,j 
with faith and dc\'otioll c:mvard Son of then 
it becomes a of "liit' eternaL" 

From jon' ';wo 
fidence toward G:Jd, and 
realize the lo\'e of God in 
stand in dread of and if this 

our li\'E:s \ve shall haye no fear of 
children God, we are in world 

our confidence', 
is love made 

_____..~_IIl,I,.__;__________III'IIlI____~II!IIIII.__111111~1IIIM8I!IIIII7___________HIlI____________•• 
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may have UVH.U""", 

I.ove 
if he is 
us that 

if one will I.ove 
God with himself: 

commandment ha\'e '\,,'C from whcl iioveth 
love his also." 

.E_____.~~_I1__!.________I_ 
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OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, Ch, 5 : ••. ,·5 

a natural 
he fixef~! 
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our lOYelS 

its 1)(,,;.,,,, liP 

-
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JohnS: 

pOLEil t iaE}"" 
be fDJghi 

Hust [11 
bat a", 

mngt 
foe 

_, a.:~c:rt:ptanc~,: 
hu t a de±l.i1'te act: 0::: 

corumiaed v) in 
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6. THE C~ROLXDS OF BELIEF. C:h. 5 : 6 .. 12 

i6 This is he t:tll1t came by water and bJ.,nod" ,e'/Jel1! J",SUl!: 
Christi not with the water only, but witII!. the 'lVa:tE',r amd 
with the blood" \I' And it is the Spirit that 1iJ.<:an::tb wiitlll'e,I'Is, 
because the Spirit is the truth. 8 For th,lJ:'1'l aI',ebhIee who 
bear 'witness, the Spirit, and the water, aJ.l.d. tl1e Mood.:: 8l11id 
the three agree iJl one. () If we receive t:iH!I 01: II:nell" 
the witness of God is greater: for the wittle,:" G'od is: this" 
that he hath 'berm: witness concerning hh: :II 01 1l['IlI~bLat: 
believeth on the Son 0:( God hath the witnll~I;E: hih::n: hl:!,,~bi:lt: 
believeth not God. hath rna.de him 8. liar;, ~,"e,,::a'll,llIe hi) ]::U51.1h 
not believed ilJ.. HI"" witness tb.at Grod :hath burn'", li:O!l.lCEilI:"ltlioLg; 
his SOilu 11 And the witness is this~ thaI: (}odl. gave unto u:;, 
eternal lU'e, R.na tb.is life is in his Son. 12: I!le tlil.at haitI'll. the, 
Son hath the J.ife; he that hath not the 501[.IL 1[111: God hal1:lI not: 
th,~ life. 

deci,u-ed that (Y\'er lhe ·'"lFol'I.d is sec 111 red 
Jc:sus as the Qn"H1C of (~od oh.n. proceeds 

to Gn \\"hich such a is based. 
inCludes (0) historic: facts, il!) di'vilJe 

Christiar!. exnerienct'_:. 
theIl. that JC:SllS is the Scm of God! is 

narrati\"e. The works and \yordls or 
Chris~,. with .th.e interpretatiun 'l,dli,eJi.l; J!e l;~:".ced 
upon l1!S person cmd [mSSlOn, warrant sllch beheL J h.ese 
facts are (,all,SUrtlnled u,P ~r:d ~ynl1:o1ized .i.;] 'lt~wo sigl~:jl~:i(::ant 
c,"ents or hls career, 1I1 hls baptlSI1l an(J. 111.8 CfllClllli:'I::llon: 
"This is he tint came by water and blood, even Jesus 
Christ." It wm be remembered ,hat ",,,bile the hody 
of Jesus 'N'~~ still i~an?:ing 0n~ the cr:0,ss, after ilis ::,pirit ha~l 
departed, one 01 the soldiers WIt\] a p::.erc:eC!1 hIlS 
side, and there came out and w,ater." 
\Yhateyel- mystery may ha,'e been in,"olvel:l, the fact: seems 
to haye impressed John most deeply; hE~ a:ione of tbe 'C:~os.. 
pel iiTiters nanates the eyent and he doe,:: :'iO III tl::lI'ms 
v;hich indicate his yiew of its signal importance, To 11im 

was, fUIr whal~ever reason, a of tbe divIne na::I"Uf't' 
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John 151, 

you that the ~:;on 
who believe for chem. 
present possessh1. This term includes ____..;;;;.;;,-"_,, 
immortal but the element of 
prominent than of moral charactc'L 
1S the yery me the life mal1ifested in 
therefore. in be!J:c>yets. a life iikc that of Cbrht.. is 
given no\\", in its by the imparting of m'w!if,!:·! 
principle; but it and deYelops until he 
"shail be manife~ted, then, in fuller :sh~LI1 

s]-,.all see him even as ht, is." 
this assurance of life is calm:Uf:n()t! 

boldness which we 

it is not an it is not 
whereb\- the 'IS brought co pass. 
and tnlst ful in I ts highest 
words: ":\'ot but thine, be 
r~ql~~st the 'will of God, "we ha'vr~ 
--"non ey"e:J no\\' , exists in the di"!,/ine 
and plan, and IS cer:ain to be realized in time, 

- and may be im-oh:ed :11 '~he 
comes with boldnesG rm..ke hi!, 

Father, 
the blessed 

from him 
fessedlv 
ITlay b~ 
to encourage us 
every be:.ieH::: who 

_1.us--"'.....-·IIIII_-I••_________ _'IlIII_II:IIIBl.I.III1IIII.n_1IiI1I.wn&llllllllllllllll______________________ 



which are 

''Thi~, .is the trw, 
.and he i!i 
Pe:,!eeter. 

fran' all the i:unong 111£:,1'1, 

human 5lib"titutes f rom all., mii~ht 
fror< God: for ma,mlested tn JI~~m:; 

his SOil, 
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was open, to abm,e, 
unworthy bUIll: 

teachers \\'ho. under the of <it 

::oncealed their real the 
clIld endea,'ored to corrupt ,c.rd 
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Jt. ,vas 
harshness or 
it breath(;s t'.1(; 

"old conm:a!l(hnc:nt" 
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THE 4-111 

~"L't, in anulher sense 
fi'2"V standard and a ue'w 

8, ne\y furthi:r reminds 11:~ 
real exercii'e aU :I'he com
mandments lS should 
walk 1:is ('()lllrla~dm("nlS. Loyc thE fnl< 

of the ObedIence finds In l.ov~: 



walk in 
Christians. 

of Church but 
:he most 

true 

terms. j~):DL(~: 
not onily a 

lIe is 
riiprPH"'T' oj' rri,an·· 

will yet 

1.____IIIIia.:tw_I~__..i________IIII! 



lS9 

of tn,He 
need to watc11 and to persevere ~;Irhen 

appears, may receh'e for their steadfastrwss a hd and 
rewa,rd, 

Such 'watchfuln2ss is the more Ilel;e:"bijll Y 
teacbers mak:" claims of 

"leaders of new 
the 



SECOl'D 

a. wrong 
means that 

not to be 

(loes not: ,encour. 
or ~:rllelty. 

of hospitality 
m.ea.ns of 

be used 

as entitled 
a;,; to be 

1:0 be sacriJked 

.-___~___=_lii.,_______..il1l1~ :1 1 
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an~lbitioll. of COTIce! 
a nd a LJuse :It 

l~ " thire: sketch, 

t'" ndt.!:rncath 
ca nl 11Iot1:(l: "Bdu\«c:o, 
that which j" 

of the 
I)en1etritlS, 'il,i'ho 

man be1e1 III u:li
\\<hose IHe accords 
cnmmelldation 01 

an; the, three [len contailledin fellS littlr 
the:ll the wrirer clraiilll w:l.con" 

unclel' 

The letter as follows. 
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S~j..LCTATI0N A!-~D JOY, 

John 

Eyen so 
\yhich characteri;ce the 

, truth" 

________1_111111111___________ 
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while ioye is there a 71ea.1t: 
tolerance of those who denie,.l . Third 

for its exercise toward ';:hose \v1.1o 
u,-""!.wcu the trmh, The Second cOIK:emliD the 

from the truth which is 
the Third ;:ondemns the lack loyc among 

Christians which results "schism." 
brief. real content is 

follows and which 
of 

the 
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the 
allu\Ytn,;Z :it 10 dCHl1inat(~ and 

and the souL l~) moid the character and 

n r Joi!m 1-4 

I[)f ::'aith; 
suffered; 

n~)w wishes 
whidl his 

have 
the 

or n!Yc;;;J€d 
the :~niEd 

to oel:,ermi:lle a.11 
?,Ii acts. ::"urelv no could beand 

b\ a Christian \rorl~er that those 
-i)fOUght to Christ art~ in the 

L ......~~ m Rll................~.. ·7.zrr77.:..II17....~..an....................................I ..
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are 

{}f the (yentiles"O 

TEE 1!;7 

P::{-:\ISE OF -, 

fait.l}ful work whilt!l'l~:Vf.:r thOu 
bTetmen and strOlJl,g"":~£i, w!.m,d; 

thy love 'before the cll.1JJ'I;h: 'uirhoDl 
on of 

sake 

8 


may be ieIlow-woTke:cs 


The act which 

minister to the church of which 
I t is understood ha'.," uc;~cc,o~'" 
in that age 
and ho'w 
rIOt reaEO;.lS. 

mended; hrst, 

reasolls 
Uae the 

Christ and are 
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13, H 

llml j: Gll:l WlwIlJil:lg 
I :i:mpE' sJ:u:~rl:llr 

P,ea(:'I::, ,~,~ 
1jc.~e f:r:i.l:!nd:1 

,/ 
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T'iB EPISTLE OF 

and adds tb~1: he is 

tIlL; ,\rr;~ter, 
members of 'lpostolic: 


the well-knownieader 

d the in a~ brother of our '-.oree. 

h rherefm'e appears that the last of the General 
li~e the ,f;rst, :" mem~e: of 
CIrcle wmch assocatedl';nn th.e rnemories 

mother of ou.r 

found it necessary write 
he urges them . conten:i 

which was~once for all deli,"ered unto 
&aints," has learned that entrance into Churcb 

((,rtain men who, the: name 
la,vless license. and under the cloak 

. their :shamel.ess ir;l
are the 

Sodom and GmllCJEa11. 
defiant of 
like Bnlaam 

both 

.----Il~_-~.·-----__IiiII!_I_._III!IIIIII._nlill8ll/l_lm____________....,.,..' _____________ 
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Christt ane. brotrne.r 
beloyed in G"od Hu~ 
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