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FOREWORD

Here are strengthening words for days of storm and
testing, and cheering words for nights dark and starless,
and guiding words for times of mental perplexity and of
moral peril. They come to us across distant centuries,
but they meet precisely our modern needs. They are
weighted with divine mysteries, but they chiefly concern
human duties. They were addressed to members of a
heavenly brotherhood, but they deal with the practical,
earthly problems of employers and servants, husbands
and wives, teachers and taught, rich and poor, of all
who need encouragement to press on through sorrow to
joy, through temptation and failure to strength and vic-
tory, through doubts and fears to assured {aith and cloud-
less hope. They were written by men who had been
companions of Christ, but they are his present messengers
for all who yield to his Spirit and seek to do his will.”






INTRODUCTION

The art of letter-writing has been lost; at least it is sel«
dom displayed. The haste of modern life, the many
means of communication, the ease of travel and transpor-
tation, the multitude of books and papers, these and other
causes have increased vastly the volume of correspondence,
but have made its character more fugitive and less studied
and serious. It cannot be denied, however, that this
form of literature is peculiarly instinct with human
interest and rich in biographic and historical material.

Among all the letters of the world, those written in the
first century by the followers of Christ, and preserved for
us in the New Testament, are regarded as supreme. By
way of eminence they are called epistles. This word, of
course, might be applied to any series of letters; vyet
fortunately its use is being restricted to these which are of
such surpassing dignity and value and which have exercised
such an incomparable influence upon the history of the
race.

Of these epistles those which bear the names of James,
Peter, John, and Jude, have been placed in a group by
themselves and for many centuries have been known as the
catholic or “General Epistles.” The exact meaning of the
title has been a matter of some uncertainty. It may
refer to their authorship, their contents, or their destina~
tion. The authorship of all other New Testament
epistles has popularly been assigned to Paul, but in this
group of General Epistles we find the products of a number
of different writers. Of these, James and Jude were own
brothers of Jesus and the other two, Peter and John, were
his most prominent apostles. It is of interest to note that
we find here the writings of two men who had shared the
experiences of the home in Nazareth and of two other men,
who had been most intimate with Christ in the days of his
earthly ministry and who after his ascension were most
closely united in the work of establishing his Church,
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10 INTRODUCTION

While it is not highly probable that we title of these
epistles is due to their content, it is true that the themes
discussed are of the most general character. They con-
tain references to every cardinal doctrine of Christianity,
and touch every phase of Christian experience. It is
well to note, however, that each one of these writers lays
special stress upon some one characteristic and distin-
guishing truth. James is the apostle of works, Peter
gives messages of hope, John is an exponent of love, and
Jude emphasizes the need of a pure f{aith.

Tt is most of all likely that the title is due to the general
character of the readers for whom these epistles were de-
signed. Paul wrote his letters to specific individuals or
churches or groups of churches; these letters were ad-
dressed to the universal Church or to Christian believers
scattered over wide areas of the Roman Empire. This is
not strictly true of them all. For example, the Second
and Third Epistles of John seem to be addressed to in-
dividuals. However, it is sufficiently accurate to suggest
this general character as the origin of the familiar title
and to allow us to make the immediate application that
here are messages for us all, designed for the help and
guidance of Christians in every place and time.

The historic references in these epistles lead us back to
the earthly ministry of Christ and to the recorded acts
of his apostles. The prophetic utterances point us for-
ward to his return, not with such fullness as to satisfy our
curiosity, but with such certainty as to inspire hope.
One of their chief values lies in their accurate pictures of
the Apostolic Church, covering the whole course of its
career from the early ministry of James to the late years
of the aged John, The passages of difficult interpretation
are sufficiently numerous to inspire humility and caution;
but the main teachings are plain and of immediate applica-
tion to the life and problems of the modern Church. They
invite careful and repeated reading and suggest the
possibility of continual growth “in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”



TrE EPISTLE OF
JAMES

Those were peculiar privileges which the writer of this
epistle enjoyed during the long years of companionship
with Jesus, his brother, in the home of Mary at Nazareth;
together they read the book of nature in lovely Galilee,
together they were taught the Book of God by their mother
and in the village school. These influences were never
lost. It is true that, like his brothers, James did not
understand the startling claims which Jesus made as he
began his public ministry, he was not convinced by the
miracles or the equally wonderful messages of our Lord;
he illustrates the stupidity, possibly the subsequent poign-
ant regret, of those who {ail to value the familiar and the
near, and who give no honor to & prophet “in his own
house.” Nevertheless he never lost the impression made
upon him by the words and works of Christ; and when,
in the light of the resurrection, the light which alone
brings conviction to most of us to-day, he saw the true
nature of his brother according to the flesh, he was ready
to worship and serve him as his divine Lord and Master.
Then those early influences bore their abundant fruit.
No one among the followers of Christ was better known,
none more respected, none more honored. James was
conceded the place of leadership, he was recognized as the
head of the Church. So, too, as he composed his epistle
he used, more nearly than any other writer, the very words
of Jesus, and he reproduced more perfectly the spirit of
those Scriptures which as a boy he had studied with Jesus.

1t is evident from the letter that those whom James ad-
dresses were Jews. He calls them “the twelve tribes which
are of the Dispersion,” and he has in mind his fellow
countrymen who were scattered in various parts of the
Roman world. Evidently they have accepted Jesus as the
Messiah, as “the Lord of glory,” and James is writing
from Jerusalem to-urge them to live in accordance with
their Christian profession. Most of them seem to be
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12 THE EPISTLE OF JAMES

poor, and to be suffering from the selfishness and
oppression of the Jews among whom they are living.
They are persecuted as apostates, dragged before the
judgment seats, imprisoned, deprived of their goods, and
tempted to renounce their faith. Nor are they them-
selves free from fault. They seek the friendship of the
world, are obsequious to the rich, are at strife among
themselves, are lacking in Christian love. The purpose
of the epistle, therefore, is eminently practical. James
seeks to correct their errors and to admonish them for
their failures. He does not attempt to teach Christian
doctrine, but to stimulate Christian life. He assumes
the great truths of the faith and upon theseas afounda-
tion urges the readers to build the necessary superstruc-
ture of consistent works.

The theme of the epistle might be stated as “Christian
Wisdom,” by which is meant, not speculative knowledge
or revealed truth, but practical knowledge, truth applied
to life, creed resulting in character. It shows how Chris-
tians should and may live in days of discouragement and
persecution; it suggests the temptations by which they
ever are beset. Itguides theiractions when trials abound,
when even in churches may be found “respect of persons,”
dead orthodoxy, tongues of deceit, evil speaking, love of
the world, forgetfulness of God, self-indulgence, and greed.
It is thus an epistle of practical wisdom for perilous
times.

Most striking of all is the fact that its fundamental
note voices the universal cry of the present age. This
note is the demand for reality in religion; it rebukes all
pretense and self-deception, all sham and hypocrisy;
it insists that faith shall be tested by works, that char-
acter shall correspond to profession. It is this under-
lying thought which unites the various sections of the
epistle and brings into vital relation its diverse themes.
These sections may be summarized as follows:

1. Trials and Temptations, James 1 :1-18,
2. Hearing and Doing. Ch. 1:19-27.

3. Respect of Persons, Ch. 2 :1-13.

4. Faith and Works, Ch. 2 : 14-26.
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Control of the Tongue. Ch. 3 :1.12,
False and True Wisdom. Ch. 3:13-18.

. Worldly Luasts. Ch. 4 ; 1-10.
. Censoriousness. Ch. 4 :11, 12.
. Self-Confidence. Ch. 4 :13-17,

The Doom of the Oppressor. Ch. § 1 1-6,
Patience in buﬁenng Ch. 5:7-11.
Profanity. Ch. 5:

3. Prayer for the chk (‘ h. 5:13-18,
Saving Souls, Ch. 5:19, 20,






James 1:1-18 TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS 15

1. TriaLs AND TEMPTATIONS. Jamms 1 :1-1%

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
to the twelve tribes which are of the Dispersion, greeting.

2 Count it all joy, my brethren, when ye fall intc manifoid
temptations; 3 knowing that the proving of vour faith
worketh patience. 4 And let patience have ifs perfect work,
that ye may be perfect and entire, lacking in nothing.

5 But if any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God,
who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall be
given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, nothing doubting:
for he that doubteth ig like the surge of the sea driven by
the wind and tossed. 7 For let not that man think that
he shall receive anything of the Lord; 8 a doubleminded
man, unstable in all his ways.

9 But let the brother of low degree glory in his high estate:
10 and the rich, in that he is made low: because as the
flower of the grass he shall pass away. 11 For the sun
ariseth with the scorching wind, and withereth the grass;
and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion
of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in
his goings.

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for
when he hath been approved, he shall receive the crown
of life, which the Lord promised to them that love him.
13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God;
for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempteth
no man: 14 but each man is tempted, when he is drawn -
away by his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then the lust, when
it hath conceived, beareth sin: and the sin, when it is full-
grown, bringeth forth death. 16 Be not deceived, my be-
loved brethiren. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift
is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with
whom can be no variation, neither shadow that is cast by
turning, 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word
of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

In his brief line of greeting James pauses for no long
description of himself or of his readers, merely indicating
that as a *servant of God" he worships and cbeys Jesus
Christ as divine Lord and Master, and that those to whom
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he writes are Jews of the great national dispersion. He
at once turns to the first great need of the readers, both in
his day and ours, as he gives comfort in trial and warning
in temptation. It is true that both experiences are
denoted by the same word, yet the testing of which he
speaks first is that of outward circumstances, and that
which he next considers is due to inward desire.

He startles us by the strange paradox with which he
begins, as he bids us ‘“‘count it all joy” when we are
suddenly overwhelmed by misfortunes of every possible
kind. He does not mean that we are to court disaster or
to seek for trouble or to deny the reality of pain and sor-
row, but we are to regard all these adversities as tests of.
faith and as means of moral and spiritual growth. Weare
to rejoice, not because distresses come, but in view of their
possible results. They may produce “‘patience,” which is
not mere passive submission, but steadfast endurance
and triumphant trust. We are urged therefore to allow
“patience” to do'its full work in producing a maturity of
character in which every virtue is fully developed and no
grace is lacking. Such a blessed issue of trials is possible
only when we look upon them in the right light; it
requires *wisdom” to see life steadily and “see it whole”
and to view its darker scenes in their right perspective.
Trials may embitter, they may dwarf, they may work
moral disaster. Therefore we must ask God for needed
grace, for true “wisdom.” He gives to all liberally; he
never rebukes us for asking too much. We must, however,
look to him in absolute confidence. If our minds are
allowed to dwell only on our distress, or to turn restlessly
back and forth from his changeless love to our pitiful
selves, the state of the soul is like a wave of the sea,
“driven by the wind and tossed”; surely then no divine
grace can be received, no moral progress can be made.

Two familiar examples of testing are now given, the
trials of poverty and the temptations of wealth. Either
may result in moral injury, even in spiritual disaster:
but if met with the “‘wisdom” which God gives, either may
issue in the perfecting of character. It is of course much
easier to rejoice when wealth comes than when it goes:
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but joy may be possible in the latter experience when we
realize that what one is should concern him more than what
he has, particularly when we remember that wealth passes
away and a man ceases to be rich quite as swiftly as a
flower withers under the summer sun. The character,
however, which issues, from either the test of prosperity
or the test of adversity abides forever.

As James, therefore, emphasizes the reward of endur-
ance, he speaks of ‘“‘the crown of life, which the Lord
promised to them that love him,” by which he means that
one whose faith stands the test, one who views each event
of life in thelight of the wisdom which God gives, receives as
a reward, as an inevitable result, life in ever fuller, larger
degree, life more abundant, life for time and for eternity.

As the writer declares this blessedness of “the man that
endureth temptation,” he has in mind both the tests of
outward circumstances and also of inclinations to sin. Of
the latter he nowspeaksin moredetail. Heassuresus that
as trials may lead into truer life, any harm which results
{rom them must be due to the evil within us. That which
converts a trial into a temptation is solely the sinful lust
that comes from our own hearts. ‘Let no man say when
he is tempted, I am tempted of God.” We may not use
those words, but we are all inclined to excuse our wrong-
doing on the ground of some circumstance or inheritance
which is logically related to the providence of God, which
therefore comes from God. Evil, however, cannot tempt
God, it can make no appeal to him, it cannot have its
source in him; therefore “he himself tempteth no man.”
Evil desire, which we should resist, which by the grace of
God we may resist, is like a temptress by whom one is
coaxed and cajoled and enticed; and when evil desire is
allowed to lodge in the heart it soon controls the will,
The result is sin, and the issue of sin is nothing less hidecus
than death. The loss of beauty and purity and holiness
and happiness, the loss of fellowship with goodness and
God, the loss of all that is werthy the name of life, comes
from our own evil selves.

James warns us against false conceptions of ourselves
or of God: *Be not deceived, my beloved hrethren.”” So
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far from being the author of evil, God is the Giver of every
good gift, and all his gifts are good. He is like the sun;
other heavenly bodies like the moon or stars may wax or
wane, but from ‘“the Father of lights” streams forth
changeless, unmingled love. Surely we can trust him in
every hour of trial, in every time of temptation. His
greatest gift is the new life which he has imparted to us
through the truth revealed in Christ. As the “firstfruits”
were dedicated to God and gave promise of the coming
harvest, so we Christians are designed to be the special
possession of God and the pledge and earnest of a redeemed
race. i
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2. Hearing anp Domve, Ch. 1:19-27

19 Ye know this, my beloved brethren. But let every
man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20 for
the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God, 21
Wherefore putting away all filthiness and overflowing of
wickedness, receive with meekness the implanted word,
which is able o save your souls. 22 But be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deluding your own selves.
23 For if any one is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he
is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a mirror:
24 for he beholdeth himself, and goeth away, and straightway
forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25 But he that
looketh into the peifect law, the law of liberty, and so con-
tinueth, being not a bearer that forgetteth but a doer that
worketh, this man shall be blessed in his doing. 26 If any
man thinketh himself to be religious, while he bridleth not
his tongue but deceiveth his heart, this man’s religion is
© vain., 27 Pure religion and undefiled before our God and
Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.

James has been speaking of the word of God as the
instrument whereby a new life is imparted to the believer.
He intimates that his readers are familiar with this fact,
and with the gracious purpose of God toward all men:
“Ye know this, my beloved brethren.” He deems it
necessary, however, to give certain instructions relative
to the use which should be made of this word of God,
this “word of truth,” this gospel message. In fact he
reaches the central thought of his epistle as he insists
that truth must be received into the heart and expressed
in the life. There are those who seem to think that “the
word"’ is intended as an object about which we are to talk
or to fight. Some men find little else in the Bible than
subjects for debate. On the contrary, James insists that
the message concerning Christ must be heard with eager-
ness and carefully obeyed. ‘“Let every man be swift to
hear,” let him improve every opportunity for learning more
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truth, let him listen again and again to the divine message,
let him be ready to receive light from any source. Let
him be “slow to speak,” humbly taking the place of a
learner, or if it becomes his duty to testily or to teach, let
him do so with modesty and reverence, avoiding all care-
lessness and flippancy and self-confidence. Let him also
be ‘“slow to wrath.” Unhappily religious discussions
are too often attended with heat and anger. Too many
public teachers seem to feel that the bitterness with which
they assail their opponents will attest their zeal and
devotion. James reminds such that “the wrath of man’’
cannot produce “the righteousness’’ which God requires
and which he aims to produce in the conduct of Christians.
True hearers will put away all evil and malicious thoughts,
and by a spirit of meekness will prepare the soul, as good
soil, for the reception of “the word,” which is implanted
like good seed and springs up in a harvest of virtue and
holiness and life.

That this blessed issue may result, the believer must
receive the truth not only with meekness but also with
prompt and resolute cbedience: ‘But be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deluding vour own selves.”
This delusion is common in the case of those who suppose
themselves to be religious because they are familiar with
religious truths and their discussion. One who merely
listens, or whose knowledge results in no action, is likened
by James to a man who gives a hasty glance intoa mirror
and then turns away forgetful of what he has seen and
with no effort toward improving his appearance. Whata
magic mirror the Word of God provides! It showsa man
exactly what he is, with all his faults and failures and
infirmities; and yet, as he gazes upon that reflection, he
beholds another image, that of the ideal Man, and he sees
what he himself should be. Most marvelous of all, as he
looks steadfastly upon the glorious perfection of his Lord,
he finds himself free from the bondage of habit and self
and sin, and becoming ‘“‘transformed into the same image
from glory to glory.” Surely, one who makes such a use
of the word of truth, one who gazes into it and makes its
cevelations the law of his life, cannot fail to find the bless-
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ing of God on all his deeds; he is ‘“‘not a hearer that for-
getteth but a doer that worketh.”

James has suggested that a man may deceive himself as
to his religious state by his enjoyment of religious discus-
sions, or by his fluency of speech on religious themes, or
by the warmth of his passion in religious disputes; he now
adds that another cause of self-deception may be found in
the care with which one performs religious rites and cere-
monies. One may be most scrupulous in ohserving all
the prescribed forms of religion, he may give almus and pray
and fast, as the Pharisees did; he may attend church and
sing hymns and observe sacraments; but his religion
may still be an empty and vain delusion. James suggests
three tests of religion, or to follow his words more exactly,
he prescribes three religious exercises which cannot fail
to please God.

The first of these is self-control. The example which he
gives is that of ability to bridle the tongue. In contrast
with those members of the Church who prided themselves

~upon their skill in debate and their ability to distress their
opponents, he suggests that a truer test of religion may be
found in the ability to keep silence, particularly under
irritating and annoying circumstances. ‘‘Holding the
tongue” is only one of many forms of self-discipline, but,
as James suggests in a later chapter, it is a supreme test,
-and, “if any stumbleth not in word, the same is a perfect
man, able to bridle the whole body.”

The second exercise of religion which James proposes is
charity. As the Old Testament frequently intimates,
those usually most in need of svmpathy and aid are
orphans and widows. But they are not the only persons
who make their appeal to our pity; James mentions them
simply as types or examples; but he declares that care for
them constitutes a true religious ceremony, it is part of a
real ritual: ‘“Pure religion and undefiled before our God
and Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction.”

The third expression of religion mentioned by James is
purity: “To keep oneself unspotted from the world.”
To be religious, in this true sense, is by no means easy.
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The world about usis full of evil; its maxims, its practices,
its ideals, are too commonly opposed to the will of God.
By obedience to them the pure soul is sullied and stained
by sin., To walk “in white garments,”” to have clean
hands and clean hearts, this is to be religious, this is to
please God.
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3. Respecr or Persons, Ch. 2:1-13

1 My brethren, hold not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ,
she Lord of glory, with respect of persons. 2 For if there come
into your synagogue a man with a gold ring, in fine clothing,
and there come in also a poor man in vile clothing; 3 and ye
have regard to him that weareth the fine clothing, and say,
Sit thou here in a good place; and ye say to the poor man,
Stand thou there, ot sit under my footstool; 4 do ye not
make distinctions among yourselves, and become judges
with evil thoughts? 5 Hearken, my beloved brethren; did
not God choose them that are poor as to the world {0 be rich
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he promised to them
that love him? 6 But ye have dishonored the poor man.
Do not the rich oppress you, and themselves drag you before
the judgment-seats? 7 Do not they blaspheme the honor-
able name by which ye are called? 8 Howbeit if ye fulfil the
royal law, according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself, ye do well: 9 but if ye have respect of
persons, ye commit sin, being convicted by the law as trans~
gressors. 10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and
yet stumble in one poin{, he is become guilty of all. 11 For
he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill,
Now if thou dost not commit adultery, but killest, thou art
become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak ye, and so do,
as men that are to be judged by a law of liberty. 13 For
judgment is without mercy to him that hath showed no
mercy: mercy glorieth against judgment.

In his first chapter James has spoken of the temptations
by which we are assailed; here he deals with one which is
most common, namely, that of partiality, of making unfair
distinctions between persons. He has also referred to
“the word of truth” by which we should direct our lives;
he here mentions a fault which the law of Christ would
forbid. Possibly the connection is even more direct.
The previous verses have dealt with forms of religious
service; here the writer may be recalling a scene which he
had recently witnessed in the place of worship. The
incident, whether real or imaginary, was one in which honor
was shown to a rich man and disrespect to a man who was
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poor; it is here mentioned to illustrate the fault which
James seeks to correct, namely, ‘“respect of persons.”
The word so translated means “‘judging by appearances,”
and so influenced to unfair treatment of people by con-
siderations of wealth or class or power or social distinction.
The folly of such behavior is rebuked by the words the
writer employs to introduce his theme: “My brethren.”
We should treat one another as equals in the household of
God and “hold not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Lord of glory, with respect of persons.” As our faith is in
Jesus Christ we should follow his example; as we submit
to him as Lord we should obey his law; as he is “‘the Lord
of glory,” then, by comparison with him, all degrees of
rank and position among men are insignificant and con-
temptible.

Nevertheless the fault of partiality, and of making un-
just distinctions, is far too common even among Chris-
tians. Few of us find the least difficulty in imagining the
picture which James paints: Two strangers present them-
selves to take part in a religious service; one, by his
gorgeous clothing and his jewelry, is proclaimed to be rich;
the other, in wretched rags, is evidently poor; the former
is cordially welcomed and given a seat of honor, the latter
is made to stand against the wall or to crouch upon the
floor. Such conduct and all similar offenses James severely
rebukes: “Do ye not make distinctions among yourselves,
and become judges with evil thoughts?”

The fault is condemned as unreasonable. It is really
absurd. Many poor men are actually rich, and many
rich men are deserving only of contempt. How foolish
then to judge a man by outward circumstances or to con-
demn him because he belongs to a certain class! Poor
men are often peculiarly rich in faith, and heirs of the
glorious Kingdom of God; rich men are often opposed to
God and his cause. The latter in the days of James, were
notoriously cruel to Christians, oppressing them and
dragging them to the judgment seats, and blaspheming
the name of their Lord.

More serious still the fault is not only unreasonable;
it is unlawful, it is actually sinful. For all Christians, and
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in the treatment of all men there is one changeless law:
it is the law of love. Tt is called “‘the royal law’’ because
it is superior to all others and because it makes those who
obey it regal and kingly. It is called the “law of liberty”
for it sets men free from sin and self. If we are controlled
by this law in our treatment of rich or poor, we are worthy
of praise; *“If ye fulfil the royal law, according to the
scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, ve do
well: but if ye have respect of persons, ye commit sin,
being convicted by the law as transgressors.”

To emphasize the guilt James adds the difficult words:
“For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble
in one point, he is become guilty of all.” He does not
mean that all sin is equally great, or that it is as serious
to break one commandment as to break all. Breaking
one commandnent puts the offender in the class of trans-
gressors. 1t also shows that he is indifferent to law, and
so to the will of God expressed in all the commandments,
and that it is but accident or fear or the absence of tempta-
tion that prevents him from breaking the other command-
ments. Most of all, it is evident that as love is the sum of
all the law, acting contrary to love is, in principle, breaking
“the whole law.”

We should be careful, then, as to our judgments, and
guard against all unfair discriminations, all narrow sus~
picions and class distinctions and race prejudices, for we
ourselves are to be judged. It is reassuring to know that
it is to be by “a law of liberty” and of love. Let us
remember, however, that it is nevertheless by a law of
justice, and “judgment is without mercy to him that hath
showed no mercy.” So, as we hope to find that “mercy
glorieth against judgment,” let love triumph in all our
estimates and judgments of our fellow men. We shall
not then be guilty of holding the faith of our Lord Jesus
Christ ““with respect of persons.”
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4. Farte axp Worgks., Ch. 2 :14-26

14 What doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he hath
faith, but have not works? can thaf faith save him? 151If a
brother or sister be naked and in lack of daily food, 16 and
ope of you say unto them, Go in peace, be ye warmed and
filled; and yet ye give them not the things needful to the
body; what doth it profit? 17 Even so faith, if it have not
works, is dead in itself. 18 Yea, a man will say, Thou hast
faith, and I have works: show me thy faith apart from thy
works, and I by my works will show thee my faith., 19 Thou
believest that God is one; thou doest well: the demons also
believe, and shudder. 20 But wilt thou know, O vain man,
that faith apart from works is barren? 21 Was not Abraham
our father justified by works, in that he offered up Isaac his
son upon the altar? 22 Thou seest that faith wrought with
his works, and by works was faith made perfect; 23 and
the scripture was fulfilled which saith, And Abraham be-
lieved God, and it was reckoned unto him for righteousness;
and he was called the friend of God. 24 Ye see that by
works a man is justified, and not only by faith. 25 And in
like manner was not also Rahab the harlot justified by works,
in that she received the messengers, and sent them out
another way? 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is
dead, even so faith apart from works is dead.

It is right to say that James has no part in the popular
discussion as to whether a man is saved by faith or saved
by works. His concern is to prove that faith and works
are inseparable. He never questions that faith is the in-
strument of salvation, but he iusists that if faith is real
it will manifest itself in works. Faith is trust and devo-
tion and obedience and love; a ‘“faith” which is mere
assent to a creed is not worthy the name. A f{aith which
does not produce works cannot save, it is “dead,” it is
“barren”’—this is the truth which James seeks to establish
in this famous section of his epistle.

He has been warning his readers against the folly of try-
ing to hold faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and at the same
time breaking the law of love and showing “respect of
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persons.” He has insisted that this Is impossible; real
faith in Christ will manifest itself in love. He now
proceeds to enlarge upon this vital truth and to insist that
real faith will always be manifest in conduct which is con-
sistent with the law and love of Christ,

James introduces the discussion by the question:
“What doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he hath
faith, but have not works? can that faith save him?"
The answer implied is that such faith cannot save; it
is not true faith. James shows that it is not true by a com-
parison. He likens such dead faith to lifeless love: “If
a brother or sister be naked and in lack of daily food, and
one of you say unto them, Go in peace, be ve warmed and
filled; and yet ye give them not the things needful to the
body; what doth it profit?” What, indeed, is the use
of charity like that? Love which confines itself to empty
words, to cheap advice, to pious hopes, is not worthy the
name. ‘“‘Even so faith, if it have not works, is dead.”

James further proves his point by an imaginary chal-
lenge: “‘Show me thy faith apart from thy works.” That
exposes the fallacy. Without works there is no possible
way of proving that faith exists. Such faith is a phan-
tom, a dream, a delusion. But, one who truly believes
can say without pride vetin all confidence, “I by my works
will show thee my faith.”

To show further the vanity of a faith which consists in
mere intellectual assent to truth, James takes a case in
point. He turns to some Jew who plumes himself upon
being orthodox, because he believes in the unity of God,
and repeats daily the formula of his faith: “Thou believest
that God is one; thou doest well; the demons also believe,
and shudder.,” The demons are quite orthodox in their
beliefs and probably more exact in their knowledge than
most mortals; but while conscious of their deserved doom
and of their rebellion against God, their knowledge only
adds to their distress: they shudder. Thus, James con.
cludes, “faith apart from works is barren.”

On the other hand, real faith necessarily embodies itself
in action. The faith of a true believer will be indicated
and demonstrated by works. To establish this positive
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side of his argument James employs two examples. The
first is naturally that of Abraham, “the father of the faith-
ful.”” When he was subjected to the supreme test, when
he was asked to offer up Isaac his son upon the altar, his
faith was found to be genuine; it was no mere assent to a
creed, it was a faith that “wrought with his works, and by
works was faith made perfect.” Abraham was shown to
have a supreme confidence in God, a matchless submission
to his will; he really ‘‘believed God, and it was reckoned
unto him for righteousness; and he was called the friend
of God.” So it is by works that a man is shown to be a
frue believer, James declares, and not by a mere profession
of faith.

The second illustration is that of Ranab. She also was
shown by her works to be sincere in her faith. At the risk
of her life che hid the spies who entered Jericho, and “sent
them out another way.” It is true that her faith was not
perfect; she was guilty of falsehood and deception; yet
her faith was remarkable, and it was genuine. A poor,
sinful woman of Canaan, with little opportunity for
knowledge, she had become convinced that the God of
Israel was the living and true God, and as opportunity
offered of serving him, she imperiled her life to defend his
messengers. Lhe result was that she was saved; she was
honored as a heroine in the Hebrew annals; she became
the ancestress of Jesus Christ. Such is the power of a
living faith. On the other hand: “As the body apart from
the spirit is dead, even so faith apart from works is dead.”

The days of dead orthodoxy are not gone; there are
many persons whose faith consists in the recital of creeds
and in the defense of dogmas, many who need to be re-
minded that “faith apart from works s dead”; vet
again, on the other hand, it is time for men to cease propos-
ing the false alternatives of “creed or character,” “belief
or conduct,” “doctrine or duty”; these supposed alterna-
tives are inseparable as causes and effects, as roots and
fruit. When creeds are living, when belief is sincere,
when doctrine is truly accepted, then character and right
conduct and the performance of duty are sure to result.
A living faith does save.
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5. CoxtroL oF tHE Toxgue. Ch. 3:1-12

1 Be not many of you teachers, my brethren, knowing
that we shall receive heavier judgment. 2 For in many
things we all stumble. If any stumbleth not in word, the
same is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body also.
3 Now if we put the horses’ bridles into their mouths that
they may obey us, we turn about their whole body also. 4
Behold, the ships also, though they are so great and are
driven by rough winds, are yet turned about by a very small
rudder, whither the impulse of the steersman willeth. 5 So
the tongue also is a little member, and boasteth great things.
Behold, how much wood is kindled by how small a fire!
6 And the tongue is a fire: the world of iniquity among our
members is the tongue, which defileth the whole body,
and setteth on fire the wheel of nature, and is set on fire by
hell, 7 For every kind of beasts and birds, of creeping
things and things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed
by mankind: 8 but the tongue ¢an no man tame; if is a
restless evil, if is full of deadly poison. 9 Therewith bless we
the Lord and Father; and therewith curse we men, who are
made after the likeness of God: 10 out of the same mouth
cometh forth blessing and cursing, My brethren, these
things ought not so to be, 11 Doth the fountain send forth
from the same opening sweet wafer and bitter? 12 can a
fig tree, my brethren, yield olives, or a vine figs? neither can
salt water yield sweet. .

In a previous passage of the epistle, James has exposed
the folly of imagining oneself to be religious while the
tongue is uncontrolled. It is natural, therefore, for him to
enlarge upon this theme, after setting forth the vanity of a
“faith” which expresses itself only in words and not in
works. Those most tempted to such _self-deception and
to such dead orthodoxy 4ré teachers of religious truth, and.

it 15 such, fifst of all, who are in the tnind of the writer as...

Hepeng This searchiiiy passage on the sins of the tongue.
Ttis hardly necessary to niote that by “the fongue” Jareg
means the gift of speech. The whole paragraph abéiinds
in figures and pictures. We see the horse held in by the
bit, the ship turned by the touch of the pilot, the forest set
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aflame by the smallest spark, venomous beasts, fruitful
trees, and gushing fountains. It is a striking instance of
the vivid and picturesque style of the writer; but it sug-
gests what to his mind was the importance and the
power of human speech. While he dwells on.the evil
possibilities of the tongue, he nevertheless has in mind its
possibilities for good. Thus when he warns his readers
against too great eagerness to be teachers, it is on the
ground that as such their responsibility is greater; but
the respomnsibility is greater only because of the largeness
of thieir opportutity and privilege. Of ourse the abuse
of ~such—privilege invol¥es the greater guilt. ““Be not
many of you teachers, my brethren, knowing that we shalil
receive heavier judgment.” Teachers of religious truth
are sorely needed; theirs is the highest of callings; yet
one should be difident in assuming the task as he remem-
bers that “in many things we all stumble.” The right
use of speech, the proper control of the tongue, James
declares, is a proof of Christian maturity, whether in the
case of a teacher or a hearer: “If any stumbleth not in
word, the same is a perfect man, able to bgd‘lhe»‘ghe whole”
lggdy aﬂs’ " This pomt he 111ustrates by his picture of the
horse; in spite of its spirit and strength its whole body
can’ be controlled by the one who controls the bit. The
same point is illustrated by the ship: even though its size
is so vast, and opposing storms are so fierce, still its course
is easily determined by the one who holds the helm. These
two pictures illustrate also another principle: they not
only show how one who controls his tongue can control his
whole being, but also that if the tongue is given control it
will imperil the entire life. The tongue is like the bit and
like the rudder. “So the tongue also is a little member,
and boasteth great things Itﬁbgaqts We were. ready
for the word “directs” or “controls’ or achleves ” but the
word “‘boasteth’ is sugcrestlve of evil and prepares us for )
the following description of perilous power. ’

As a single spark sets fire to the stately forest, so one
malicious word may bring disaster to a life or a community.
Thus James calls the tongue “a fire: the world of iniquity
among our members . . , which defileth the whole
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body”; it sets ablaze the whole round of our existence
and our being, and its destructive power is satanic: it

“is set on fire by hell.”” The impossibility of brmgmg it
dnder control is further emphasized by comparison with
savage and venomous animals: “For every kind of beasts
and birds, of creeping things and things in the sea, is
tamed, and hath been tamed by mankind: bug the tongye
can no man tame.” Of course James is. not_considering
here what can be. done. by the grace and Spmt of God.
He means that by nature the gift of speech is less com-
monly brought under control of man, than are the fiercest
of the beasts about him. Like such beasts, the tongue is
restless, unreliable, treacherous; like a serpent it is armed
with venom, “it is full of deadly poison.”

Last of all James emphasizes the strange perversity and
inconsistency with which men use the gift of speech.
With the tongue praises are offered to our heavenly
Father, and with the same tongue curses are pronounced -
upon his children whom he has created in his own image;
“out of the same mouth cometh forth blessing and curs-
ing.” “My brethren, these things ought not so to be.”
The simplest objects in the world about us rebuke such a
practice as unnatural: “Doth the fountain send forth from
the same opening sweet water and bitter?” It is not un-
usual to find a spring the water of which is brackish and
bitter, but who ever found such a spring which at the same
time produced water which was sweet? “Can a fig tree,
my brethren, vield olives, or a vine figs? neither can salt
water vield sweet.”” These last figures contain not only
a rebuke of the perverse and sinful abuse of speech;
they also suggest the probable explanation of such an
abuse. “The tree is known by its fruit,”” and *“out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” An evil
tongue is a sign of an evil nature. Unkind, bitter, impure
speech suggests the need of a new birth; itisan indication
- that the speaker, whatever his posrtion or professwn, is
not filled with the Spirit of God. His faith is dead, his
religion is not true. The use of the tongue is a test of
_life. Unless controlled by the power of Christ, the gift
" of speech may prove a deadly peril to the soul.
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6. Favse anp True Wispom. Ch. 3:13-18

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? let him
show by his good life his works in meekness of wisdom. 14
But if ye have bitter jealousy and faction in your heart, glory
not and lie not against the truth. 15 This wisdom is not
a wisdom that cometh down from above, but is earthly,
sensual, devilish., 16 For where jealously and faction are,
there is confusion and every vile deed. 17 But the wisdom
that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy
to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without vari-
ance, without hypocrisy. 18 And the fruit of righteousness
is sown in peace for them that make peace.

The churches addressed by James were troubled by the
contentions of self-appointed teachers who were proud of
“boasted knowledge, who were fond of dispute, who were
& bitter 1 theifr disclissions, who were more eager to defeat
 the truth. Having
he tongue, James suggests that
the fault is due to their evil hearts, and that their vaunted
wisdom, judged by its expression, is false and unreal.
Unfortunately the persons described are not confined to
the class of teachers or to the churches of the first century.
The spirit here reproved is manifested to-day by many
who profess to know Christ, and who claim, in their angry*
disputes, to be defending his cause.

“Who is wise and understanding among you?”’ James
does not intend to suggest, by his question, that none were
such, but rather to challenge those who had been loudest
in their boasts. ‘‘Let him show by his good life his works
in meekness of wisdom.” Thig'is a fair test. This is the
main point of the epistle. This is the modern demand for
reality in religion. Let faith be proved by deeds, let
wisdom be shown by ggorks -

In mentioning the test of “meekness,” James does not
mean to advocate weakness, the two should never be

associated. Qnly-the strong, who are conscious of their ,
the insist

power, are truly imeek; ence here 1s upon the

F4
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modesty which is the mark of true wisdom. “Butif ye
Ka¥e Bitfer jealousy and faction in your heart,” if cruel
v Bnvy and a narrow party spirit are your motives, “glory
ot even though vou are fighting on the right side, even
though you seem to have scored a victory, “and lie not
against the truth,” for your spirit shows your boasted
wisdom to be false.

The character of this false “wisdom™ is described as
being not “from above'; it does not have its source in
God., It is “earthly,” bounded by earthlv horizons, in
accordance with earthly standards, identified with earthly
motives, plainly contradicting the claims of heavenly
knowledge and revealed truth; itis “sensual,” by which is
meant not merely fleshly, but unspiritual, characterizing
only the “natural man’ dninfluenced by the Spirit of
God, and so proving false all pretensions of divine en-
iightenment and superior knowledge; it is “devilish,”
it is one with the spirit that animates demons. It may be
employed in discussing religious truth, it may be displayed
- in defending “orthodoxy,” but it is evidently not inspired .
by the Spirit of God; no matter what his intellectual
attaimnments, no one should pride himself upon a wisdom
which is so closely allied with ‘‘the world, the flesh, and
the devil.”

The result of this false wisdom is described as being
utter “‘confusion” and evil of every kind; for heated de-
bates, proud display of learning, bitter sarcasm, lead only

to discord “And “Separatons; for where jealousy and.
faction are, there is.confusion and every Vile deed.”

In striking contrast, James describes 'the wisdom that
is from above.” It is “first” of all and supremely ‘‘pure,”
cleansed from all stain of selfishness and dedicated wholly
to the service of God. It is “then peaceable”—not at
the price of purity, not so as to compromise truth, not so
as to countenance evil-—yet not quarrelsome, not conten-
-tious, not desiring to dispute, but hungering for peace even
i compelled to ight. It is ‘“‘gentle,” not always insisting
upon its rights, consideFate of others, characterized by
“sweet reasonableness.” It is “easy to be entreated,”
not stubborn, not refusing to do a' thing because it has been
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suggested by another, submissive, tractable, conciliatory.
Itis full of mercy and good frults ; instead of envy and
hatred Tt is Charactenzed by compassion and love; instead
of proaucmg bltterness and eonfusion anzi{ wrath, its fruit-,
ness, and kmdness, and joy, and enlarging
hfe Tt is ¢ w1t:'h'f"ut varidnce,” which probably means
“Sithout vacillation” or dotbt or mdecmon or uncertainty,
but with definiteness of conviction. Itis “without hypoe-
risy,” it needs none; it has nothing to hide, it makes no
pretense; it is absolutely honest and sincere. Such is the
heavenly * ‘wisdom,” the divine understandmg which God
gives to those who really trust in him. Those who are
thus endowed, those who in contrast with the lovers of
strife are makers of peace, those who really sow the seed
of peace, are preparing no harvest of evil and distress,
but the blessed and peaceful fruits of rightecusness,
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7. WorLpLy Lusts. Ch. 4:1-10

1 Whence come wars and whence come fightings among
you? come they not hence, even of your pleasures that
war in your members? 2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill,
and covet, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war; ye have
not, because ye ask not. 3 Ye ask, and receive nof,
because ye ask amiss, that ye may spend if in your pleasures.
4 Ye adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the
world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore would be a
friend of the world maketh himself an enemy of God. 5 Or
think ye that the scripture speaketh in vain? Doth the spirit
which he made to dwell in us long unto envying? 6 But he
giveth more grace. Wherefore the scripture saith, God
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace fo the humble. 7 Be
subject therefore unto God; but resist the devil, and he will
flee from you. 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh
to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your
hearts, ye doubleminded. 9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and
weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your
joy to heaviness. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and he shall exalt you.

How can war be eaded forever? How eagerly this
question is being asked by a world in anguish, and what
various replies are being made! James proposes a more
profound question: “What is the occasion of war,”
“Whence come wars and whence come fightings among
you?”’  Only when the causes are removed will wars cease
to devastate and destroy. Thesge causes, James intimates,
may befound in the selfishness of the human heart, in_the
desire for. possessions and_power, and in worldly lusts.
1tis probable that the primary reference in this paragraph
is not to wars between nations, but to the strifes and
factions in the Christian Church which the writer has been
rebuking. He has spoken of the abuse of the tongue and
has exposed the false wisdom of the wrangling teachers:
he now traces the evils to their source and shows the seri-
ousness of their results, The latter is emphasized by the
use of the words “wars’ and “hghtings” which are con
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trasted with the “peace” of true wisdom which the pre-
ceding verse has set forth. These “wars,” whether be-
tween nations or individuals, are due to selfishness, or, as
James says in addressing these professed Christians:
“Come they not hence, even of your pleasures that war
in your members?”’ By “pleasures” he means the love
of sinful, sensuous, selfish gratifications. These “lusts”
encamp in our bodily members; here first they make
themselves felt, and thesse are the instruments they first
employ. These “lusts,” these unrestrained cravings, these
covetous demres, may gz’ow atronger even ‘when pot grati-
ﬁ%‘a“““‘a‘ d Thay TeSulT i T ast in thought if not
in act, 'y, in fighting and war: “Ye lust, and have
fiot: ye LIII, and covet, and cannot obtain: ye fight and
war.”  Even prayer is resorted to as a means of securing
the desz?E satisfactio
not™; stich A HiEre travesty upon prayer is of course
unanswered “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask
amiss, that you may spend it in your pleasures’; such isa
perversion of the true spirit of prayer which is submission
to the will of God; here the desire is consciously opposed to
his will. It is of COUFSEproper to pray Tor personal bene-
fits, if these are innocent, and for material blessmgs if these
are needed; but toask for help in gratifying impure or sinful
or selfish 1mpulses isan impertinence and an insult to God.
In fact, it is our relation to God as profes:mg Christians
that suggests the more serious aspect of the issue of our
“worldly lusts”: they not only lead us to fight and war
against our fellow men, but they make us disloyal to God.
This dmloyalty;_,;xs _expressed under the Old Testament
ﬁgure of “adultery”: “Ye ad’jteresses, “know ye not that

the fnendsh:p “of 'the world is enmity with God?” ’I;Q
;bf;n oug heart is venw "oflusta

indulgence, we are faithless to our most sols

ur . n vows. One
TSt CHO6se Between God and *the world” of selhsh pleas-
ures and sin; a preference for the latter is open hostility to
God: “Whosoever therefore would be a friend of the world
maketh himself an enemy of God.” The fault is all the
greater because of God’s infinite love for us. Asa husband
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can brook no rival for the affections of his wife, God is
jealous for the individual affection of his people. Love
hungers for love. Is it true then, of any of us, that our
affection is so alienated as to move God to envy; or
that, as some have translated the phrase, ‘““the Spirit
which he made to dwell in us jealously yearns for the
entire devotion of the heart?”

“But he giveth more grace,” that is, the very greatness
of his love leads him not to cast us off for our unfaithful-
ness, but to receive and to forgive us when we turn to
him. Yes, this infinite love enables him to realize how
strong "dre the aftractions which draw us away, and to
‘gne eded grace when we humbly look to hin for

“fielp: “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the
“humble. Be subject therefore unto God”' Do not
presume upon his goodness; do not weakly vield te
temptation; do not expect him to keep you from falling
unless you are resolute m your determination and are
bravely fighting against sin. All theories of Christian
expenengg,&whmh ch suggest the inactivity of the human will,
zﬁ‘fﬂ jpvescrlbewgunfre submission and dependence on the
part of the believer, are dangerous. ‘“‘Resistthe devil, and
e will flee [fom you, Draw nigh to God, and he will draw
nigh to you.” Both actions and attitudes are to be ours;

neither is to be minimized nor neglected.

So common is our unfaithfulness that we may well heed,
as directed to us, the solemn call to repentance with which
the paragraph is brought to a close: “Cleanse your
hands, ye singegs; and purify your hearts, ye double-
minded”; let us separate ourselves from all sinful alliances,
let us cease from all divided allegiance and devotion.
“Beafﬁmtedém@hnd mourn.and weep'': not because religion
i§ a matter of gloom and sadness, but because we are £00
far tempted to miss its real joy by treating our sins lightly
aﬁ?ﬁﬁ%%ﬂto surrender our whole hearts to God, Some
"peEGpIE have only enough réligion to make them miserable,
If we should renounce all that may be contrary to the will
of God if we should make him the center of our affections,
we should know in all its fullness the joy of his salvation:
“Humble vourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall
exalt you.”
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8. Censoriousness. Ch. 4:11, 12°

11 Speak not one against another, /’grethren. He that
speaketh against a brother, or judgethhis brother, speaketh
against the law, and judgeth theTaw: but if thou judgest the
law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. 12 One
only is the lawgiver and judge, even he who is able fo save
and to destroy: but who art thou that judgest thy neighbor?

In reading these words we are at once reminded of the
Sermon on the Mount: “‘Judge not, that ve be not judged.
. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy
brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that isin thine
own eye?’; or we recall the Epistle to the Romans: “But
thou, why dost thou judge thy brother? . . . for we shall
all stand before the judgment-seat of God.” But not only
do they reflect the teachings of Jesus and of Paul; they are
also vitally related to what has been said by James.
He has rebuked the abuse of the tongue which is employed
in criticizing our brethren; he has exposed the pride of
false “‘wisdom” which leads us to form unjust judgments;
he has rebuked the selfish desires which result in “‘wars”
and contention and which make us untrue to God; he .
oW warns us against censoriousness as usurping the place
of God as lawgiver and judge. T
T Speak not one against another.” We cannot avoid
forming opinions of our fellow men, but thgse should not .
_be unjust or unkind; and, whether good or bad, opinions
“need not always be expressed.” Itistheloveof finding fault
Swhich Tames here rebukes. It is the same sin which is
"censured by Jesus and by Paul, but the condemnation is on
different grounds. Jesus intimates the folly of finding
fault with those who are probably much better than our-
selves; Paul censures the presumption of correcting one
who is not your servant and who must answer to the divine
Master to whom he belongs; James argues that evil-
speaking and censoriousness involve a breach of the law,
an actual repudiation of the law: ‘“He that speaketh
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against a brother, or judgeth his brother, speaketh against
the law, and 3udgeth the law.” Qfcourse the law to which.
rs1s the law of love, “the roval faw,” "thou shaltu
love thy nexghbor as thysell,” "One who is unkind in his
Criticiems not only breaks this law, but he condemns it
as too hlgh inits reqmrements oras unwise or unnecessary;
he says in effect that he is superior to ihe law of love;
he seems 6" argie that wme a good Taw for some
people at some times, a superior person like himself cannot
be bound by it, particularly in this imperfect world where
some people need to be disciplined by his severe rebukes
and punished by his stinging tongue. James intimates
that, to say the least, it is better to keep the law of love
than to try to find exceptions to its universal obligation.
Most serious of all, such an attitude toward. the law and
foward other persons as is inve lyed in_censoriousness is
invading the rights and prerogatives of God; he alone is
the source of law, he aloné is quahﬁed to fondemn men:
“One only is the lawgiver and judge”’; he allows no one to
-cancel his laws or to debate his decisions. The right is
based upon his unique power; he “‘is able to save and to
destroy”; he who can determine the fate of immuortal
souls is qualified to pronounce sentence upon them.

By way of contrast, James asks, ‘But who art thou that
judgest thy neighbor?” What superior virtue, power,
holiness, wisdom do you possess? A humble searching of
our own hearts removes all eagerness to criticize and con-
demn others. “Love covereth a multitude of sins”;
Lo've “:beareth all things'; ‘love suffereth long, and is

ind,
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9, Sgrr-ConripENce. Ch. 4 :13-17

13 Come now, ye that say, To-day or to-morrow we will
go into this city, and spend a year there, and trade, and
get gain: 14 whereas ye know not what shall be on the mor-
Tow, What is your life? For ye are a vapor that appeareth
for a little time, and then vanisheth away. 15 For that ye
ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall both live, and do this
or that. 16 But now ye glory in your vauntings: all such
glorying is evil. 17 To him therefore that knoweth to do
:good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.

James has just condernned the selfish, worldly spirit
-which manifests itself in “wars and fightings,” and alsc
the presumption which takes the place of God in pro-
nouncing judgment upon our fellow men. These are close-
1y related to the false confidence in which we make plans
for the future with no thought of God. Ag he now turns
to rebuke such godless conceit, James rehearses” the
1mag1na,ry words of certain Jewxsh _traders who are per-

g thelr ‘schemesd foT 4 CoMing vear: “Come now, ye
that say, To-day or to-morrow we will go into thlS city,
and spend a year there, and trade, and get gain.”" Every
step is detailed with absolute assurance, no suggestion is
made of divine providence, no thought is entertained as to
the will of God. “To-day or to-morrow’” are regarded as
alike completely within their power; the journey to the
city selected is certain to be safe; the year is quite at their
disposal; neither sickness nor disaster can possibly come;
the business venture is sure to be prosperous; such seem
to be the thoughts of these confident merchants, and their
spirit is too commonly reflected by the professed followers
of Christ. We are all tempted to regard the future with

resumptuous assurance. We all need to be reminded of
the words of Jameés: “Whereas ye know not what shall be
on the morrow. What is your life? For ye are a vapor
that appeareth for a little time, and then vamsheth away.’
Not that it is wrong to make plans, not t that it is wrong to
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engage in business, not that it is wrong to.expect ‘‘gain’’;
butthe uncertain tenure of life, the mystery of the future,
‘the knowledge that God has for each of us a purpose and a
plan, should make us conscious of cur dependence upon
him, and eager to know and to do his will: “For that ye
ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall both live, and do this
or that.” James does not mean that the expressions,
“Please God”' or “The Lord willing,” should continually
be on our lips; that might be mere formalism or cant;
but the truth of God’s providence, the belief that life and
its blessings are his gifts, the reverent conviction that the
future is wholly within his power, should so mold all our
thinking that self-confidence and presumption would be
impossible. On the contrary, to forget God, to plan
with no thought of him,to regard the future with boastful
assurance, is not only foolish, it is wicked: “But now ve
glory in your vauntings; all such glorying isevil.” James
concludes the paragraph by referring to a principle of wide
gcope and great importance: ‘“To him therefore that

. knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.”
It is not only wrong to perform an act which we know to
be contrary to the will of God, or about which we are un-
certain; it is alsp wrong to fail to do what we knaw to be
the will of God. It does not malke life burdensome or
‘Floomy, but it flls it with jov and satisfaction, when in
all its choices and crises we can say from the heart: “If
the Lord will, we shall both live, and do this or that.”
Surely “in his will is our peace.”
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10. Tue Dooxm or toE OrprESsorR. Ch. 5:1-6

1 Come now, ye rich, weep and how! for your miseries
that are coming upon you. 2 Your riches are corrupted, and
your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and your silver
are rusted; and their rust shall be for a testimony against
you, and shall eat your flesh as fire. Ye have laid up your
treasure in the last days. 4 Behold, the hire of the laborers
who mowed your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud,
crieth out: and the cries of them that reaped have entered
into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 5 Yehave lived delicately
on the earth, and taken your pleasure; ye have nourished
your hearts in a day of slaughter. 6 Ye have condemned,
ye have killed the righteous one; he doth not resist you.

It is easy to criticize the rich, and in some quarters it
is always popular to denounce men of wealth. It must be
remembered, however, that no_sin_is invelved.in_the
possession.of.money,and that there is_no, vir in_being

poor. Wealth has peculiar temptations and grave re-
sponstbllltles yet not all rich peraons are to be condemncd

it should be for some good purpose.  As to rlcheq,
two questions should be asked: How are they secured?
How are they used? The persons whom James condemned
were guilty on both these counts. They may have been
Christians, or, more probably, unconverted Jews; beyond
doubt they belonged to a class with which we are all
familiar to-day. They had. amaﬁse&thexr wealth by fraud
and cruelty; they were spending it in selfish’ Tuxury.

“Upon such James pronotinces a solemn doom, as he
warns them that the coming of Christ may be near:
“Come now, ye rich, weep and howl for your miseries that
are coming upon you.”  Their folly appears in the heaping
together of unused wealth: if it consists of products of the
earth, it will corrupt; if in garments, they will be eaten
by moths; if in precious metals, they will tarnish and rust:
its rapid decay 1sa fit symbol of theswift destruction of its
owners, Their folly is seen further in the fact that
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their struggle for wealth is made under the shadow of
approaching doom: “Yehavelaid up your treasure in the
last days.’” The possibility that the return of Christ
might be near, like the fact of the brevity and uncertainty
of life, should be a warning against the worldly spirit which
in the previous paragraph led to presumptuous plans for
the future, and which here is expressed in amassing wealth
which the owners never can enjoy.

These rich men, however, are guilty not only of folly
but also of sin. Their wealth has been secured by injus-

tice: “Behold, thé hire of The laborers who mowed your
“fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth out.”
This is the crime of oppressors in all ages, refusing a
fair wage, keeping back what has been earned by the em-
ployees whose toil has secured the wealth the employers
enjoy. This, supremely, occasions “the social question.”
Such injustice is related to other forms of cruelty; “Ye
have condemned, ve have killed the righteous one; he
doth not resist you.” It was easy for the wealthy to con-
" trol the processes of law for condemning and defrauding
the helpless poor; the latter were being ‘“killed” not
necessarily with the sword, butbylackof food and improper
conditions of labor and by the crushing monotony of
ceaseless toil; but the silent appeal of their patient help-
lessness was unheeded. The rich oppressors were deaf to
all entreaties. They were too much occupied in their own
enjoyments to know the very conditions which existed.
Their sin consisted .not, only._in_the injustice by which
theit wealth was secured, but in the_ prodigal Tuxury in
which it was spent: “Ye have lived delicately on the earth,
"and taken vour pleasure.”” There wasOne, however, who
heard the moaning of the helpless sufferers: their cries
“have entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.”
The guilty oppressors are like sheep, fattening themselves
for slaughter; the Lord of Hosts soon will lay bare hig
arm. Doom is certain,
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11. ParmeNnce 1N SurreriNG. Ch. 5:7-11

7 Be patient therefore, brethren, until the coming of the
Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious
fruit of the earth, being patient over it, until if receive the
carly and latter rain. 8 Be ye also patient; establish your
hearts: for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Murmur
not, brethren, one against another, that ye be not judged:
behold, the judge standeth before the doors. 10 Take,
brethren, for an example of suffering and of patience, the
prolphets who spake in the name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we
call them blessed that endured: ye have heard of the patience
of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord, how that the Lord
is full of pity, and merciful,

The suffering by which the readers were being tried was
caused by cruel oppression, especially on the part of
employers. Under these conditions employees are tempted
to words and déeds unworthy of Christiapns.  While every
Tawlul effort shoiild be made to better conditions and to
secure justice for themselves and others, nevertheless,
under. even the most cruel treatment, believers must
manifest a spirit of patient endurance. =~ i

~The motive to which James appeals is the expectation
of the speedy return of Christ: ‘“Be patient therefore,
brethren, until the coming of the Lord.”” Many wrongs
may be righted, many social customs may be improved,
before the visible reappearing of the Saviour, but his com-
ing is ‘the blessed hope,” both for the Church and the
world; then justice will be meted out to oppressor and
oppressed; then will begin an age of righteousness and
peace.

The illustration suggested by the writer is that of a
farmer who, after planting the seed, waits for the early
rain in the fall and the “latter rain” in the spring and so
for the ripened harvest: ‘‘Be ye also patient; establish
your hearts: for the coming of the Lord is at hand.”
Meanwhile, their grievous sufferings must not make them
fretful and cémplaining and unforgiving in their relations
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with fellow Christians; at his coming the Lord will bring
Judgment upon them as well as vengeance upon their
enemies. They might also be encouraged by the example
of ancient prophets and saints who testified and suffered
in the name of the Lord: ‘“Behold, we call them blessed
that endured.”” They are reminded in particular of Jobs
he was not very patient, if by patience we mean freedom:
from complaint and 1rntat10n and anger, but here the:
thought is of steadfast ‘‘endurance,” the quality of in-
vincible faith in God; this Job possessed and his whole
life story is an illustration of how, in the end, the Lord
always shows his pityv and mercy and vindicates his
justice and his love toward those that trust and “wait for”
him,
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12, Proraniry. Ch. 5:12

12 Buf above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither
by the heaven, nor by the earth, nor by any other oath:
but let your yea be yea, and your nay, nay; that ye fall not
under judgment.

Profane swearing is one of the worst and most senseless

of sins; 55 Vet possibly it is as prevalent to-dayasatany time
Sifice James wrote these lines. It would be interesting

to study the philosophy or the psychology of swearing.
The practice may sprmg from a desire for empha<15,
particularly when one is provoked and secks to express
digapproval and disgust. This explanation may account
for the connection in which these words are found. James
thas just referred to the cruel oppression of the rich and
spowerful, and to their unjust treatment of Christians;
-he now insists that under even such provocation one is not
to take the name of the Lord, our God, in valn, or o dis-
obey the strict injunction of Jesus Christ: “Swear not at
all.” The exact words of our Lord were undoubtedly in
mind and were quoted in part by James. The question
has often been raised whether the reference here includes
the prohibition of caths in courts of law; it would seem,
from the practice of Paul, of Jesus before his judges, of the
early Church, and of the Old Testament requirements,
that legal oaths are not here in mind; however, 1t
“admitted that even such swearmg is a Comncessior ‘,
d’i%‘ffé‘r?esty and i ulity of “ien==it" would not be
necessary in an ideal soctety; vet, as its aim is to secure
veracity aﬁd to de£end truth its practice may hasten the
day when ‘‘yea’ and ‘“nay” will suffice to establish legal
testimony. %u_g wy_the use of the divine name to express
a

irritation and or to stréngthen ordinar afﬁrmatlon

“And sinfaly it 1f brings one “gnderjudgment.” "It can usial-
he ~corrected” by that which underlies the keeping of all
law, namely, trgex;jgyﬁjo God : d to men.
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13, Tre PrRAYER FOR THE Sicg. Ch. 5:13-18

13 Is any among you suffering? let him pray. Isany cheer-
£ul? let him sing praise. 14 Is any among you sick? let him
call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 15 and
the prayer of faith shall save him that is sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, it shall be
forgiven him. 16 Confess therefore your sing one tc an-
other, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.
The supplication of a righteous man availeth much in its
working, 17 Elijah was a man of like passions with us, and
he prayed fervently that it might not rain; and it rained not
on the earth for three years and six months. 18 And he
prayed again; and the heaven gave rain, and the earth
prought forth her fruit.

This difficult but helpful passage 1s introduced with a
possible reference to the verse which precedes; not pro-
_ fanity but prayer and praise are the proper expressions of
emotioi: “Iq anv among you suffering,” in body or mind
or estate? “tet him pray. Is any cheerful? lef him smg
praise.”  Worship which consists in prayer and praise,
worship, whe tﬁer _private or pubhc, is the channel by
xwﬁ Qur exc llngs are to be_ gn_en an outlet,
Whenever the mind is violently agitated, the most rational
relief will be found in an act of worship; ahgyve all, in

Onedl the most common occasions of dmtress is that of
sickness. James mentions this as a specific case in which
believers are to seek relief in prayer, and his words form
the famous passage on ‘“‘prayer and bodily healing':
“Is any among you sick? let him call for the elders of the
chtirch; and let them pray over him, anointing him with
oil in the name of the Lord: and the prayer of faith shall
save him that is sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and
if he have committed sins, it shall be forgiven him.” In
reference to a passage so much debated it would be foolish
to speak with dogmatic assurance. A few suggestions,
however, may be of help.
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1. The use of oil as a medicine, and its application in
cases of disease, has been familiar in all ages; and it is a
sufficiently satisfactory interpretation of these verses to
say that they prescribe, in the case of bodily sickness,
prayer and the use of simple remedies.

2. Tt may be, however, that sending for “elders” in-
stead of a “beloved physician,” and the anocinting with
oil “in the name of the Lord " pomt to the regulated exer-
mse Q,Lihgggaculou rift of - healing,"Which undoubtedly
w@s granted to'"”fhé early Church, but which, like the gifts
of © tongt s, and “prophecy’” and ‘immunity from deadly

poisons,” no longer exists.

*

g SRt

3. The emphasis is on “the prayer of faith,” and pos-
sibly the “oil” is a symbol of the Holy Spirit, by whom the
cure was to be effected; the faith of the sufferer would be
strengthened by the use of the familiar remedy, and, as
his sins seem to have been connected with the cause
of his disease, he would be reminded of. the cleansing and
healing power of the Spirit of God.

4. There is no reference here to “extreme unction” ; this
is designed to prepare the soul for death; ghe anointing
by_‘'the_elders” was intended to restore the body to
health,

5. Here the confession of sins was not to a priest or to an
elder alone, but to any “fellow Christian: “Confess there-
fore your sins ene to another, and pray one for another,
that ve may be healed.”

6. In all modern uses of the passage care should be
taken to distinguish between '‘the prayer of faith,” and
SHch Beﬂi?féméfnd practices as are associated with “Chris-
tlan Sczen “Mcntal Heahng, Jor “Faith Healing.”

its views of matter, of pain, of disease, and of death; it
contradicts Christianity in denying the incarnation, ther
efTH,and the fTesurrection of ~Jests Christ.  “Mental
ealing” Fiiay be. quiite independent of any réligious belief,
or on the other hand it may be united with Christian faith;
but it operates according to the sclentific law of “the
effect of mind upon matter.” Its greatest failures are due
to neglecting the complementary principle of “the effect
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of matter upon mind.” “Faith Healing” forbids the use
of all physical means, and any employment of physical
science in the treatment of disease. Its advocates are
devout and sincere and intelligent Christians. It is a
mistake to confuse them with “Christian Scientists,” or
“Mental Healers.” ‘Their errors consist in the belief
that the use of natural means is dxshsrfdrlﬁé to God; in
thelr exclusive claim of ‘spiritual healmg, when in reaht}
a Ciire effected by a physician or surgeon might as truly be

“spiritiial,” accomplished by the power and guidance of
th‘SMof“Go&“ ~in their oblivion to ‘the fact that the
“&res in which they rejoice are effected by the use of means,
namely, by means of mental suggestion made by their
prayers and their anointings.

7. “The prayer of faith” is offered in the assurance that
God can work with or without means known to man, but
in the belief that all wise remedies should be employed,
while the t t_ls inGod, and WElIe the will Is submissive to_
the WﬁI of God* The faith is not in the means, but in
“God who works through the méans, In the whole passage

the emphasis s uportheneed-of faith, and upon the power
of believing prayer. Thus the paragraph closes with the
example of Elijah, at whose request rain was given or
withheld, The fact is emphasized that he was “‘a man of
like passions with us” and that we need not waituntil 1 we
become perfect before we pray; vet °t_his was a prayer of

intense_earnestness and_triumphant faith.  If applying

M&_@é_ﬂg}]}_@—pamgmph h we should guard “agatmstthe
employment of prayer Withoiit medns, and also of means
without prayer.  We should remember that the other
equally Tamous passage of this epistle insists that “faith
apart from works is dead.”

N
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14, Saving Sours. Ch. 5:19, 20

19 My brethren, if any among you err from the truth, and
one convert him; 20 let him know, that he who converteth
a- sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from
death, and shall cover a multitude of sins.

The last message of the epistle is vitally related to the
message which precedes. There we were concerned with
bodily healing, but also with the forgiveness of the sins
to which the sickness may have been due; here we are
encouraged to have a part in the healing of souls; but while
in the former case we were concerned with those who felt
their need, here we are encouraged to seek for those who .
may he 1gnorant of their danger or indifferent to their
peril. The case is that of ope who has gone astray: he
has erred “from the truth,” not so much’in the matter of
belief as of practice. To bnng hnn back agam to the right”
path will “save a soul from death,” and “cover a multitude
of sins.”” In such saving work every follower of Christ
may be engaged. Surely we shall need to resort anew, as
in the cases of physical healing, to the “praver of {aith”;
surely there must be in our own religious experiences that
reality upon which the epistle everywhere 1n31sts, surely,
we must scek ‘‘the wisdom that is from above,” which is
“first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated,
full of mercy and good fruits, without variance, m’chout
hypocrisy.”

-
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF
PETER

Who does not know Simon Peter, and who has not found
in him a kindred spirit? Brave, impulsive, confident,
unstable, affectionate Peter] Of all the apostles his
Career 1s most vivid in memory, his character is most
human and most real.

It is easy to imagine his early life as a fisherman of
Galilee, or to picture his interest in the preaching of the
Baptist and his first meeting with Jesus, or to recall how
he left his boat and his nets to become a fisher of men,
how he entered the inner circle of his Master’s friends and
became the leader and spokesman for the Twelve. It is
not difficult to sketch the scenes where he attempts to
walk on the water, where he boldly confesses his faith in
_Christ, where he speaks bewildered by the glory of the
transfiguration, where he protests his deathless love, where .
he sleeps in the Garden and awakes to attempt the rash
defense of his Lord whom he then forsakes and with an
oath denies. We see him weeping in deep penitence,
running to the empty tomb, meeting the risen Saviour, and
later receiving a new commission in the morning twilight
by the lake. How distinctly we remember him as he
speaks to the trembling multitudes at Pentecost, heals the
lame man at the Beautiful Gate, boldly faces the Jewish
rulers, meets Cornelius and opens the Church to Gentile
believers, is imprisoned by Herod and delivered by the
angel, bravely defends Christian liberty in the council at
Jerusalem and denies it in principle by his behavior at
Antioch.

It is not difficult even to accept the shadowy legends
which concern his later life, and to imagine that he
preached at Rome, that as he attempted to escape the
rising storm of persecution he met his Master at the city
gate and asked him whither he was going (“Domine, quo
vadis”}, and received the reply, “I go to Rome, there to be
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erucified once more,” that he turned back to suffer as the
Master had, only with his head downward that he might
endure more anguish and more shame than his Lord,

It may require more effort, however, to picture Peter as
a prominent figure in the World of literature, and to re-
member that this “unlettered layman,” as the rulers
regarded him, was one of the authors of the New Testa-~
ment, one of the immortals among the writers of the
Christian era, and to recall the fact that his abiding influ-
ence is linked to the two epistles which bear his name.

The first of these letters was written to Christians
dwelling in portions of what is now known as Asia Minor.
Many of these readers were converts from Judaism, and
Peter writes with continual reference to the Old Testa-
ment; but large numbers were Gentiles, and frequent
mention is made of their former mode of life. More im-
portant is the fact that all these converts were in € fidst
of ¢rmel hardships. ptations. The '
suffering from a persecution instituted by 1 the. state, but
ffom social ostracism, and from the enmity of fanat"?a’.l’
Jews and hostile pagans. They were compelled to endure
slander, violence, hatred, suspicion, loss of goods, worldly
ruin. To those in distress and triale so bitter and fiery
Peter writes to give counsel and comfort, to strengthen
faith and to inspire courage.

This is an epistle of hope. 1t points the believer to the

issues_of trial, and teafhes Him 16 regard present
1 g’Et“Ta future which is radiant with the

visiple gI_QQ of Christ,

"It is composed of three great sections which emphasize
successively the privileges, the duties, and the trials of the
readers, The presentation is intensely practical. The
epistle is in substance a threefold series of earnest exhorta~
tions. It may be outlined as follows:

1. The Greeting. I Peter 1:1, 2,

2. The Thanksgiving. Ch.1:3-12.

3. Exhortations in View of Special Privileges, Ch. 1:13 to 2:10,
a. Holiness. Ch. 1 :13-21,
b. Brotherly Love, Ch. 1 :22.25,
¢. Growth as the People of God. Ch. 2 : 1-10.
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4. Exhortations in View of Special Relations. Ch, 2:11to4:11,
i. Sojourners. Ch. 2:11, 12,
b. Citizens, Ch. 2 :13-17.
¢. Servants, Ch, 2 :18-25,
d. Wives and Hushands. Ch. 3 :1-7.
Innocent Sufferers. Ch, 3 :8-22,
. Opposed by Sinners. Ch. 4 : 1-6.
. Expecting the Coming of Christ. Ch. 4 :7-11.
5, Exhortations in View of Special Trials. Ch. 4:12 to 5:11,
a. Steadfastness. Ch. 4 :12-19.
b. Fidelity. Ch.5:1-4.
¢. Humility, Trust, Vigilance, Constancy. Ch. 5 : 5-11,
6, The Conclusion. Ch. 5:12-14.
a. The Bearer and Purpose of the Letter, Ch. 5: 12,
b. The Salutation and Benediction. Ch. 5: 13, 14,

0 The
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{. TeeE GREETING. I Peter 1:1, 2

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, o the elect who are so-
journers of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia,
Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God
the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace
be multiplied.

One need not feel deeply concerned in the debate as to
whether the Christian converts addressed by Peter were
Gentiles or, as is quite probable, Jews by birth. What
does thrill us is the belief that the blessings attributed to
them belong to us, if we belong to Christ. These “‘so-
journers of the Dispersion’ in various provinces of modern
Asia Minor, are called “elect,” a term which was used to
describe all believers; they werd"The chosen people of God,
the special objects of his mercy and love, and this election
was “‘according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,”’
and due therefore to his deliberate purpose. The very
sphere of their new life was “sanctification.” The Holy
Spirit set them apart from the world for the service of God
and imparted to them his holiness. The purpose was that
they should obey Christ and become partakers of all the
benefits secured by his death. For these believers Peter
voices the prayer: “Grace to you and peace be multi-
plied.”

So it is true of all Christians; wherever they may be
scattered abroad throughout the earth, they_ orm one
race, in_virtue of a new and divine birth; They are so-
journers,” “pilgrims,”” and “strangérs,” whose citizenship
i§in lieaven, their réal home. They owe all that they are
to the providence and nrovision of God who sanctifies them
by his Spirit, who saves them by the work of his Son.
Thus, in the opening words of this epistle, Peter sets forth
its three great truths, and indicates its contents; the first

section_deals with the sanctification of the Spirit; the

¢ond emphasizes the atoning death of the Son, the last

iR
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Y concerns the providence of the Father. Thus too, he
" intimates that the salvation sécured by the Father, Son,

and Spirit, involves the free obedience of the human will
and the offering of devoted service. Therefore as Chris-
tiens, chosen by the Father, sanctified by the Spirit,
iedeemed by the Son, we are to remember with humble
gratitude that for all we have we_are indebted to the
mercy of God, 10 all that we are we should depend tpon
thesanctilying influence of his Spirit, inall that we-dowe
should seek to glonfy ‘his Son.” "Then we, too, may expect
that in our experience grace and peace will “be multiplied.”



q_, e Ii‘i" POl VRN U - uy

‘ E%RST PETER I Peter 1 3-12
w&i\»& , Al

3

2. Tug THANkscIvING. Ch. 1:3-12

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who according to his great mercygﬁg%tfus again unto a living
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Phrist from the dead, 4 unto

wan inheritance incorruptible, and’Shdefiled, and that fadeth
not aWay, Teserved in §eaven for yoii,’s Who by the power of

o 4

“Father of our Lord ]esus Christ, who agcorﬁmﬁ tohis ggeat
Ins

God are guarded through faith unto a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time., 6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice,
though now for g little while, if need be, ye have been put
to grief in manifold frials, 7 that the proof of your faith,
being more precious than gold that perxsﬁeih though it is
proved by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and honor
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at the revelation of Jesus Christ: 8 whom not having seen ye

love; on whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing,
ye rejoice greatly with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 9
receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your
souls. 10 Concerning which salvation the prophets sought
and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that
should come unto you: 11 searching what izme or what
manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did
point unto, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of
Christ, and the glories that should follow them. 12 To
whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto you,
did they minister these things, which now have been an~
nounced unto you through them that preached the gospel
unto you by the Holy Spirit sent forth from heaven; which
things angels desire to look into.

As in most Jewish letters the address is followed by a
blessing. 1In the former, Peter has shown that our salva-
tion is secured by Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; he now
returns thanks for this salvation as certain to be perfected
in the future, as giving courage in the present, as having
been predicted in the past. In pointing his readers to the

future, Peter_strikes the keynote of his epistle. Tt 1s,,

expressed in the word “ho hope . “Blessed be the G

EFCy Degat us AgAin
which s men onei:i a5 the first ]
d?fhiéd asliviig,” Hot only in contrast with the dece:tfu!
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and perishing hopes of earth, not only because its olject
is “eternal life,” but because it is hased upen !‘the resur-
rection of-lesus Christ from the dead.” This truth of the

resurrection holds a prominent place in the writings of
Peter. He remembers the transforming power of the
event in his own experience. He mentinns it here as the
very source of the new life of hope imparted to the believer
by the grace of God. The object of this hope, the final
blessedness of this life, is defined as being an “inher-
itance,” an estate one is to receive from the Father in vir-
tue of the “new birth.” This inheritance is “incorrupt-
ible,” it has no seeds of decay, it cannot perish; it is “unde-
filed,” free from all stain of sin; it ‘fadeth not away,”
but is like the unwithering flowers of Paradise; it is
“reserved in heaven,” kept absolutely secure for those who
are being kept for it; the latter are being “guarded,”
kept as in a garrison, ‘by the power of God,” in view of
their faith in him. From the assaults of trial and distress
and temptation the besieged soul will soon be delivered.
This salvation, this object of hope, this other aspect ot
the “inheritance,” is “ready to be revealed.” This revela-
tion will be ““in the last time,” at the very end of the present
age, at “the revelation of Jesus Christ,” an event which, to
the mind of the writer, might possibly be near,

For the present the readers were subjected to manifold
trials; as the letter shows, they were suffering from hatred,
suspicion, violence, slander, and cruel persecution; never-
theless, in view of their coming “salvation,” they were able
to rejoice. Their distresses were but ‘“for a little whiie”;
they were part of the mysterious plan and providence of
God; from them blessings would issue. These trials were
tests of their faith; by them it was being refined and
assayed, like gold; gold perishes at last, even though it can
withstand the test of fire; their faith tested and purified
would bring to them “praise and glory and honor’’ when
Christ, their Saviour, appeared. They were looking and
fonging for his return; though thev had never seen him,
they loved him; though his appearing was delayed, yet
believing in him and expecting his coming, they were able
to rejoice with a joy no tongue could express, a joy which
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was radiant with the glory of his return.  So real was their
faith that they already anticipated and were receiving the
fulfillment of their hope, the joy of their inheritance, the
“salvation” of their souls.

This salvation, wrought out by Christ, secured by his
death and resurrection, was so marvelous in its charactes
that believers might well rejoice in its possession. [t had
been the object of deepest concern and wonder to inspired
writers. The latter had “sought and searched diligently”
to find the exact time and the character of the time to
which the Spirit of Christ, who guided them was pointing
“when it testified beforehand the sufferings” which wete
appointed for Christ “and the glories that should follow
them.” It was revealed 1o them that their predictions
related to a future age, even that in which the readers
of this epistle were living, one in which had taken place the
events which were proclaimed in the gospel. This good
news of salvation assured them that as they were now
partakers of the sufferings of Christ, so too, they should ke
of his ““glories,” which, predicted by prophets or proclaimed
by apostles, were so great, so marvelous that the angers
gazed upon them in eagerness and holy wonder.,
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3. ExuorTATIONS IN ViEw OF Sprcral PriviLeces. Ch.
1:13 t0 2:10

a. The Exhortation to Holiness. Ch. 1 :13-21

13 Wherefore girding up the loins of your mind, be sober
and set your hope pertectly on the grace that is to be brdught
ynto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as children of
obedience, not fashioning yourselves according to your former
lusts in the time of your ignorance: 15 but like as he who
called you is holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all manner of
Living; 16 because it is written, Ye shall be holy; for I am
holy. 17 And if ye call on him as Father, who without respect
of persons judgeth according to each man's work, pass the
time of your sojourning in fear: 18 knowing that ye were
redeemed, not with corruptible things, with silver or gold,
from your vain manner of life handed down from your fathers;
19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot, even the blood of Christ: 20 who was fore-
known indeed before the foundation of the world, but was
manifested at the end of the times for your sake, 21 whe
through him are believers in God, that raised him from the
dead, emr(ii gave him glory; so that your faith and hope might
be in God.

Having given thanks to God for the wonderful salva-
tion to be revealed in all fullness at the second coming of
Christ, Peter now urges his readers to conduct which is in
accord with their high privileges and glorious destiny.
The_three chief exhortations are to holiness, to love, and

.to growth. He introduces the first of these by suggesting
the animating principle of hope. “Wherefore
hope,” is the substance of the first verse of the paragraph:
“beye . . . holy,” is the sum of the verses which remalin.
“Wherefore,” that is, in view of the deliverance from dis-
tresses and the heavenly inheritance which will be theirs
when Christ appears; “girding up the loins of your mind,”
as an Oriental would prepare himself for special effort by
gathering closely about him his loosely flowing robes, so
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selfish, unbelieving thoughts “be sober,” or “‘being sober,”
that 5 gelf-conitrolled,” guarding against all fanatical and-
foolish excitement, “set yvour hope perfectly on the grace
that is to be brought unto vou at the revelation of Jesus
Christ.” At this present day there is need of similar
caution in connection with the blessed hope which centers
in the return of Christ; first, there is still danger that the
hope may be neglected because the mind is hampered by
worldly, sinful distractions; second, there is danger lest
it be associated with wild and fanatical vagaries; third,
because of long delay and abundant discouragements, the
hope grows faint, it is not “set . . . perfectly,” it does
not continue until the end,

Hope is mentioned, however, only as the motive to-
holffiess. “The Tatter 16 the supreme thought of the para-
graﬁh "This holiness is described negatively by a refer-
ence to the former life of the readers, and positively by a
reference to the holiness of God. “As children” who are
such because of “obedience” to the divine call, and as those
whose whole purpose of life is to obey, they are exhorted
no longer to conform their acts and habits to the mode of
life which, before they knew Christ, was molded by selfish
and sinful desires. “But like as he who called you is holy,
be ye }ourqe]ves also holv. The root idea of holiness is
that of ‘‘separation,” of dedication, particularly to the
setvice of God; it came therefore to denote the moral
character belonging to God himself. The mention of this
as the standard tor Christian living is inspiring. If God
commands us to be holy we can rest assured that he is
ready to give us needed grace, and even though in this
present time we fail to attain the divine ideal, we are thus
gncouraged to believe that perfect hgliness is to be ours
when Christ appears; it is part of our “inheritance.”

“Two spécial reasons are aas1gned for obeying this com-
mand: first, the fact that God is not only our Father but
_our Judge” He'is Ioving, but he is also just, and can
“allow no sin in his chﬂdren therefore we should spend the
brief time of our 'sojourning” here, bEfc’)“re e §o to his
heavenly home, inTteverence and holy awe. Ihe second
reason is the fact that our ransom from the power ot of sin
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has been secured at so great cost, “even the blood of
be our Redeemer, and now after long ages of waiting he
has appeared and finished his atoning work, has been raised
from the dead, and has been exalted to the place of
supreme power; through him we know God, on him our
“faith and hope” are based. o

b. Exhortation to Brotherly Love. Ch. 1:22-25

22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience
to the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, love one
another from the heart fervently: 23 having been begotten
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through
the word of God, which liveth and abideth. 24 For,

All flesh is as grass,

And all the glory thereof as the flower of grass.

The grass withereth, and the flower falleth:

25 But the word of the Lord abideth for ever.
And this is the word of good tidings which was preached
anto you.

The new life of holiness, made possible by the redemp-
tion of Christ, is now made the basis of an exhortation to
mutual love between believers. In fact such love is sug-
gested as the very object and purpose of that purification
of soul which results from obedience to the revealed will
of God. ‘“Seeing ye have purified your souls’’; this proc-
ess was begun when the truth concerning Christ was first
accepted, it has been continued in “obedience to the truth”
and has its issue and goal in “unfeigned love of the breth-
ren”; therefore, develop, cultivate, manifest this affec-
tion: “love one afother from™THe heart Tervently.” ™

his love is natural, for Christians share a common life;
all have one Father, and the spirit of sonship should be the
spirit of brotherhood. This love should be abiding, for
the new life from which it springs is eternal, it comes from
“incorruptible seed,” communicated by means of the living
message of salvation; for we have been “begotten again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the
word of God which liveth and abideth.” Mere natural,
human love might wither and fade, but the affection of
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those whose new life has come through accepting the
changeless, deathless truths of the gospel, will flourish-
and never fail; ‘“‘all flesh is as grass,. . . but the word of
the Lord abideth for ever.”

Such love was needed by those early Christians, amid
the withering heat of persecution and pain; such love is
needed to-day where sorrows cast their shadows and where.

tRETIEHT of Erief and doubt deepens; 1t is the fragrant ex-

of “‘the good tidings” concerning Christ.

¢, Exhortation to Growth as the People of God. Ch. 2:1-10

1 Putting away therefore all wickedness, and all guile, and
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 2 as newborn
babes, long for the spiritual milk which is without guile, that
ye may grow thereby unto salvation; 3 if ye have tasted that
the Lord is gracious: 4 unto whom coming, & living stone,
rejected indeed of men, but with God elsct, precious, 5 ye
also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthiood; to 6HEF 1 Spiritual Sactitices, acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. 6 Because it is contained in
scripture,

Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner stone, elect, precious:

And he that believeth on him shall not be put to shame.
7 For you therefore that believe is the preciousness: but for
such as disbelieve,

The stone which the builders rejected,

‘;I‘he same was made the head of the corner;
8 and,

A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence;
for they stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto
also they were appointed. 9 But ye are an elect race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession,
that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you
out of darkness into his marvellous light: 10 who in time past
were no paople, but now are the people of God: who had not
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

Having reminded his readers of the new life com-
municated to them through the gospel and by faith in
Christ, Peter next urges them to secure such growth and
development as will it them for service as the people of
God. The figures of speech are vivid and change with
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bewildering rapidity; most of them are taken irom the
Old Testament, and together they form almost a mosaic of
quotations. At first Christians are regarded as children,
then as ﬂgﬁ?@ffiﬁﬂ“ then as a priesthood; and then as
thetiie “Istael o Gody™ ™" T

“AS Tiewborn babes, long for the spiritual milk .
that ve may grow thereby.” The suggestion of spiritual
infancy is not intended here as a rebuke, but rather as an
encouragement to seek for the growth which all partakers
of the new life need. Negatively, this growth will be
secured by repressing all those motions and habits which
belong to the old life of sin, particularly such as are
opposed to the brotherly love in which the new birth has
been shown to have its first and highest expression:
“Putting away therefore all wickedness, and all guile,
and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, as new-
born babes, long for the spiritual milk.,” Thus, positively,
the growth can be secured only as the soul receives spiritual
food. The words “spiritual milk’ are often translated
“milk of the word"; and quite possibly the writer has in
mind ““the word of good tidings” *o which he has previously
referred as the means of the new birth. Surely the same
means must be employed in nourishing the new life; and
the main reason for the arrested development of modern
Christians is found in their neglect of spiritual food, where-
by, as Peter declares, we “may grow . . . unto salvation,”
that is, unto that full moral maturity, that complete
deliverance from sin, which will be realized at the coming
of Christ. A longing for such food is the sure proof that
we have been “‘born anew,” for if we “have tasted that the
Lord is gracious,” these first experiences of the loveliness
and goodness of Christ will make us yearn to drink more
deeply of his exhaustless grace.

Peter next refers to believers as forming a temple,
although he unites this figure with that of a priesthood.
As “living stones” they are united to Christ, the great
Corner Stone who had been set at nought by men but
afforded supreme honor by God; cemented to him by faith,
and to their fellow Christians by love, they are being built
into a glorious house for the indwelling of God, by his
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Spirit. As a priesthood they are to offer sacrifices of
praise and prayer, of kindness and holiness and love, which
will be acceptable to God because presented in the name of
Jesus Christ.

Of this spiritual temple the prophets had spoken;
they had declared that Christ, as the Corner Stone, was
chosen by God, and held in highest honor, and that those
who trusted in him should not, as Peter suggests, “‘be put
to shame.” The honor, the “preciousness,” belonged to
believers, but for those who refused to believe on Christ
there was only condemnation and loss. The exalted
Christ is the touchstone of character; those who spurn his
gospel of grace declare their own ]udgment “The stone
whxch the builders rejected, the same was made the head
of the corner; and, a stone of stumbling, and a rock of
offence.”’

In contrast with the fate of unbelleving Istael, Peter
depicts the privileges of the Church, the true people of
God: “But ve are an elect race,” ‘'chosen,” as was the
Hebrew people, and a “‘race,”” because possessing a common
life resulting from the new birth; “a royal priesthood,”
“royal” as appointed by their King, royal as called to
share his dignity and his glory, and “‘priests,”” as offering
spiritual sacrifices and interceding for men; ‘‘a holy na-
tion,” a nation separated from others, consecrated unto
God, and expected to manifest the moral nature and
purity of God; ‘“a people for God’s own possession,” that
is, a people “acquired and possessed by him as a special
and peculiar treasure.”” Such boundless privileges imply
great responsibilities: Christians are expected to show
forth by life and word, ‘‘the excellencies,”’ the virtues, the
goodness, the wisdom “of him who called” them, by his
Spirit and providence, “‘out of darkness,” the ignorance
and night of moral ignorance and unbelief, “into his
marvelous light'” as revealed in his Son; in time past,
whatever their nationality, they really “were no people,
but now are the people of God'"; thev “had not obtained
mercy, but now have obtained mercy.”” Thus the words
spoken by Hosea of repentant Israel find their fulfillment
in the redeemed, sanctified, beloved followers of Christ.
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4. EXRORTATIONS 1N VIEW OF Special Rerarioxs. Ch,
2:11 to 4:11

a. Sojourners. Ch. 2:11, 12

11 Beloved, I beseech you as sojourners and pilgrims, to
abstain from ﬁeshly lusts, which % gainst thé soul; 12
having your BeRavior seemly among the Gentiles; that,
wherein they speak against you as evil-doers, they may by
your good works, which they behold, glorify God in the day
of visitation.

Here Peter begins a distinet division of his epistle. The
first division consisted in a series of exhortations based
upon the peculiar privileges described in his “salutation”
and “thanksgiving,” and summarized in the one great
word “‘salvation.” The present series of exhortations
enjoins upon his readers conduct becoming Christians in
. their various relations to the state, to the family, and
particularly to the heathen society in the midst of which
they were dwelling. The first of these exhortations is
wide in its scope and refers to their whole course of life,
In it they are addressed as ‘‘sojourners and pilgrims.”
Neither of these words emphasizes the idea WRICHh Wé comm-
monly associate with “pilgrims,” namely, those who are
journeving to a heavenly land, yet both emphasize a
closely related truth. The first describes those who are
in a foreign country, as ‘“‘aliens”; the other, those who are
remaining in such a country for only a short time; thus
both words remind us that “our citizenship is in heaven,”
and our stay here is but brief. Accordingly we are urged

o ‘“‘abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the
soul”; that is, we are not to adopt the evil customs of the
people among whom we live or to endanger our Spirits the
Iiteo hich is not briel but IMImortat—ess” ol
Which we are warned doniot refer merely to Iiipure, bodily
a ites, but to all"Wrong and sellish desires and im-
pulses WhICH Threaten to take captive and £0 Qestroy The .
soul,

PRS-
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The special motive given for honorable and consistent
conduct is the effect it might have upon the unbelievers
among whom the readers were sojourning. Christians
were being slandered as irreligious because not worshiping
the heathen gods, as morose and ascetic because refraining
from popular vices, as disloyal to the governnient because
claiming allegiance to a heavenly King. Peter urges them
to disprove such reports by their pure and noble lives, and
50 to conduct themselves that their very accusers might
be won to the faith, and might thank God, in the day of
Christ’s appearing, {or the good deeds and saving influence
of the Christian pilgrims who had sojourned among them.

b. Citizens. Ch. 2 :13-17

13 Be subject to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s
sake: whether to the king, as supreme; 14 or unto governors,
as sent by him for vengeance on evil-doers and for praise to
them that do well. 15 For so is the will of God, that by well-
doing ye should put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:
16 as free, and not using your freedom for a cloak of wicked-
ness, but as bondservants of God. 17 Honor all men. Love
the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king,

While Christians are to regard themselves as citizens
of heaven, yet they are to remember that, in a very real
sense, thev are now citizens upon earth; tf%;;,a&m
to human_government, and are to show their_fidelity to
C’E’?st%y therr Tovalty to the State. Heavenly privileges
and pre SFoSpects are o make them not less faithful but rather
more faithful to present obhgamons and duties. Thus,
having addressed his readers as “pilgrims” and hamng
given them a general exhortation to right conduct, Peter’s
first specific command relates to the duties of Christian
citizens. Theware urged to ohev all the requirements and
demands of civil rulers, and to do S0 as thereby pleasing™
_and sewi“ng ChifstBe siib{Ect T6 every ordinance of

man & Tor the To6fd’s sake.” These Christians were to obey

“the king,” by which was meant the emperor, probably
Nero, and likewise his representatwes, the * governors,
whose tasks consisted largely in punishing “evil-doers”
and in protecting and rewarding those who did well.
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Peter_declares such loyalty, even to such imperial mon.
"sters, to be the will of God, and the Best Way i Which tC tl) .
sﬂencg the_slanders w which were Cirrent in reference io
‘Christians.,  OF ¢ cour%e, i A very (rue sense, Tollowers of
Christ are “free”; they are responsible to their Lord;
they are not to obey the emperor if he asks them to act
contrary to the wili of their Lord; they also, at times, may
be asked to judge whether a government is lawful and
worthy of support; liberty, however, is not license; it
is no excuse for disloyalty, sedition, or treason; Christians
are not to use the word ““freedom’ as “a cloak of wicked-
ness’’; even an Imperfect government is better than
anarchy; freedom is deserved and can rightly be enjoyed
ouly by those who are “bondservants of God.” Such men
will “honor all men.”” By this phrase Peter seems to
indicate the observance of the proprieties of life in showing
the respect demanded by custom to persons of various
rank and position; yet the command includes a proper
consideration of the sacred rights of all men, even the most
. weak and humble and obscure.

“Love the brotherhood.” While all men must be
“treated with respect, we should show show a peculiar “affection.
and regard for those w jith us in Christ.  “‘Feat
God.  Honor the kmg A reverential awe is to be felt
toward God: this is not inconsistent with devoted lovalty
to the king; in fact the purport of the whole paragraph
shows that the most faithful servant of God will surely be
the most patriotic supporter of the State.

. ;—«r/ ¢. Servants. Ch. 2 :18-285

18 Servants, be in subjection {0 your masters with all
feax, no: only to the good and geatle, but also to the froward.
or this is acceptable, if for conscience toward God a man
endureth griefs, suffering wrongfully. 20 For what glory
is it, if, when ye sin, and are buffeted for if, ye shall take it
patxently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for if, ye shall
take it patiently, ’this is acceptable with God. 21 For hereunto
were ye called: because Christ also suffered for you, leaving
you an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22 who did
"o sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 23 who, when
& was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, threat-
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ened not; but committed Afmself to him that jud%eth right-
eously: 24 who his own self bare our sins in his body upon
the tree, that we, having died unto sins, might live unto
righteousness; by whose stripes ye were healed. 25 For
ye were going astray like sheep; but are now returned unto
the Shepherd and Bighop of your souls.

In urging upon his readers conduct becoming to Chris-
tians in the various relations of life, Peter first emphasizes
the duties of citizens to the State; he next dwells upon the
relation of servants to their masters. He does not address
them as slaves, the word employed by PAUT _but as “hotse-
KM a term which;ifi thaf day, included free
men and women, even clerks and musicians and teachers
and physicians; thus the passage applies to the attitude
of all employees toward their emplovers and bears upon the
vexed modern problems of Tabor and capital,

The one comprehensive exhortation is to submission:
“‘Servants, be in subjection to your masters with all fear.”
This “‘subjection” however, is like that previously sug-
gested toward kings and governors: it implies not only

obedience but also loyalty; servants are not only tg{wgg}%;%
Tt but to be falthiul and to advance the interests of their

“fiasters. 1 he 'fear” 1s not of punishment, but denotes

ignxxg_g_sﬂ fidelity and deference under all circumstandes, The «
desire té—m%" 2 offense. As submission to a cruel
tyrant like Nero was a special test of loyalty to the State,
50 the proof of faithfulnesss in servants was found in their
obedience not only to masters who were kind and consider-
ate, but also to the “froward,” the unreasonable, the cruel,
and the unjust. It would be specially acceptable to God,
if for his sake, because of obligation to him and strength-
ened by the thought of his presence, they would endure
patiently sufferings which were undeserved, blows and
scourgings even when they had merited praise.

Peter makes no reference here to “masters’” and their
reciprocal duties, not so much because the larger number
of his readers were servants as because he is dwelling in
this section of his epistle upon the Christian graces of sub-
mission and meekness. Of course masters are required
to be gentle and just. The patient fidelity of their serv-
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ants only increases their own obligation to be reasonable,
fair, and generous. Nor does this paragraph forbid
employees to use all lawful means to secure their rights
and to advance their interests. Here the exhortation is
to patience under wrongs for which there is ro remedy.
Endurance of undeserved punishment, when there can
Be no r=dress, is here declared to be a ground ol glorving

‘and of praise.
Christians are encouraged to such patient endurance
by the example of their Lord. When they were summoned

to follow him, such sufferings were involved in their call;
they should expect them to be part of their experience.
They should follow in his footsteps “who did no sin,” and
vet suffered a cruel death. Peter specially calls to mind
the uncomplaining meekness of Christ at the time of his
trial and crucifixion, and declares that he was suffering
innocently, but for our sakes: “Who his own self bare our
sins in his body upon the tree.”” The language is descrip-
tive of sacrifice; the death on the cross was atoning;
- Christ took upon him the dread consequences of our guilt;
the empnasis, however, is laid upon the purpose of his
death, which was not only that we might break with sin,
~once and for all, but very definitely that we “might live
unto righteousness.””  “By whose stripes ye were healed.”
The marks of the cruel scourge upon his quivering flesh
were but signs of that suffering which for our sakes he
endured, when submitting to the death of a slave. Surely
servants, for his sake, should endure patiently the severest
wrongs. To him they owed their salvation; like lost
-sheep they were wandering farther and farther from virtue
. and from God, but now they have been brought to find in
Christ the Shepherd and the Guardian of their souls.

d. Wives and Husbands, Ch. 3 :1-7

1 In like manner, ye wives, be in subjection to your own
husbands; that, even if any obey not the word, they may
without the word be gained by the behavior of their wives;
2 beholding your chaste behavior ecowupled with fear. 3
Whose adorning let it not be the outward adorning of braiding
the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, or of putting on ap-
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parel; 4 but lef it be the hidden man of the heart, in the in-
corruptible apparel of 2 meek and quiet spirit, which is in
the sight of God of great price. 5 For after this manner
aforetime the holy women also,who hoped in God, adorned
themselves, being in subjection to their own hus{:ands: 6
as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose children
ve now are, if ye do well, and are not put in fear by any terror,

7 Ye husbands, in like manner, dwell with your wives
according to knowledge, giving honer unto the woman, as
unto the weaker vessel, as being also joint-heirs of the grace
of life; to the end that your prayers be not hindered.

As citizens were to be loval to the state even under
the reign of a Caesar, as servants were to obey masters who
were cruel and unjust, so wives were to render loving
obedience to. their husbands éven when the latter were not
Christians: “In like manfier, ye wives, Be in subjection
to your own husbands.” The exhortation is not popular
at the present day; many are argring that as despotism
is not to be tolerated in government, nor slavery in society,
so obedience to husbands is no longer necessary in the
family. Of course no wife need feel compelled to act con-
trary to conscience or duty; of course no personal inferior-
ity is implied; of course there are sacred rights which none
should dare invade; vet upon Christian wives there ever
rests the obligation of patient submission to their husbands.
Thespecial reason herc @ssigned is the possibility that un-
believing husbands might be won for Christ by “the
behavior of their wives.” Even though they had rejected
the gospel they might ‘“‘be gained” without preaching, as
they read s&?’n’gﬁé'%v‘fﬂwm S0 the eloquent.
“tanpuage of pufe conduct_and respectiul demeanor, of
*chaste behavior coupled with fear.” =
~~treatried Tile admiration and affection can be retained
not so much by extravagant adornment of the body as by
the irresistible charm of spirit and disposition: “Whose
adorning let it not be the outward adorning of braiding
the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, or of putting on
apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in the
incorruptible apparel of a meek and quiet spirit.”” This is
no prohibition of jewelry or becoming costumes; it is a
comparision between two forms of attractiveness, The
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apparel which wears best and is never out of style iz
the “meek and quiet spirit” which never worries or
causes worry; it is pleasing not only to men but also to
God.

As a model for Christian matrons, Peter cites the godly
women of old whose chief charm consisted in their loyal
devotion, who “adorned themselves, being in subjection to
their own husbands”; in particular, he mentions Sarah,
whose attitude of respect and reverence was illustrated by
a single term of address, she “obeyed Abraham, calling
him lord.” All who are like her in spirit are, in this
sense, her ‘“‘children,” just as all believers are children of
Abraham, the “father of the faithful.” Obedience and
submission, however, do not mean anxious fear, or comn-
tinual dread, or cowering terror; these are not attractive
to men or pleasing to God; the wife is to be sure that her
conduct is right and shaped with due regard to her hus-
band, but she is not to be “‘put in fear by any terror.”

Husbands, on the other hand, are not to presume upon

their position or to forget their mutual obligations.
“QObedience’’ on the part of a wife will involve nothing of
Jhumiliation or distress,if a husband is conduciing himseli .
as a Christian. While he recognizes 11 his wile certain
natural imitations of strength, he will not regard this as
an excuse for tyranny or injustice,but with true chivalry
will find it an occasion for more tenderness and sympathy
and reverence, ‘‘giving honor unto the woman, as unto the
weaker vessel.”” Least of all will the submission of a wile
imperil her happiness and highest good, when the husband
remembers. their absolute spiritual equality as joint heirs
of_the life eternal granted them by the grace of God.
One who realizes this grace will be humble in spirit; he
cannot be inconsiderate or unkind; he will seek to show
devoted love, to maintain that perfect human harmony
and concord without which fellowship with God is impos-
sible. The first and last words of the paragraph form a
significant and striking rule for hushands: “Dwell with
your wives . . . that your prayers be not hindered.”
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e, Innocent Sufferers. Ch. 3 : 8-22

8 Finally, be ye all likeminded, compassionate, loving as
brethren, tenderhearted, humbleminded: 9 not rendering
evil for evil, or reviling for revil’ng; but contrariwise blessing;
for hereunto were ye called, that ye should inherit a blessing,
10 For,

He that would love life,

And see good days,

Let him refrain his tongue from evil,

And his lips that they speak no guile:

11 And let him turn away from evil, and do good;

Let him seek peace, and pursue it.

12 For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous,

And his ears unto their supplication:

But the face of the Lord is upon them that do evil.

13 And who is he that will harm you, if ye be zealous of
that which is good? 14 But even if ye should suffer for right-
eousness’ sake, blessed are ye: and fear not their fear,
neither be troubled; 15 but sanctify in your hearts Christ
as Lord: being ready always to give answer to every man that
asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, yet
with meekness and fear: 16 having a good conscience;
that, wherein ye are spoken against, they may be put to
shame who revile your good manner of life in Christ. 17 For
it is better, if the will of God should so will, that ye suffer for
well-doing than for evil-doing. 18 Because Christ also suf-
fered for sins once, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he
might bring us to God; being put to death in the flesh, but
made alive in the spirit; 19 in which also he went and preached
unto the spirits in prison, 20 that aforetime were disobedient,
when the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight
souls, were saved through water: 21 which also after a true
likeness doth now save you, even baptism, not the putting
away of the filth of the flesh, but the interrogation of a good
conscience toward God, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ; 22 who is on the right hand of God, having gone into
hieaven; angels and authorities and powers being made sub-
ject unto him.

Having given special instructions to citizens and serv-
ants and wives, Peter speaks more broadly to all his
readers as to their consistent conduct as Christians. In
these more general exhortations the keynote 1s still the
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same; Peter continues to emphasize the duty of submis~
sion, and to suggest that while there are other graces, and
while life has much of happiness and blessing, still the fol-
lowers of Christ will be like him in encountering many
sufferings. But by faith in him they can endure patiently
and will see that the final issue of their sufferings is en-
larged usefulness and blessedness.

“Finally,” writes the apostle, as if his words were

reaching a climax, and as if he would turn from special
classes to address all Christians, “‘be ye all likeminded,”
one in sentiment, of ‘“one accord”; “compassionate,”
sympathizing with the sorrows and also with the blessings
of others; “loving as brethren,” that is, as belonging to the
one family of Christian believers; ‘‘tenderhearted,”
“humbleminded’; “‘not rendering evil for evil, or reviling
for reviling; but contrariwise blessing; for hereunto were
ve called, that ve should inherit a blessing.” Farlier in
his letter Peter has suggested that we are ‘“‘called” t

unmerited sufferings; he is to emphasize that truth later
" in this paragraph; but he first reminds us that the issue
will be blessing, and that we are as truly heirs of happiness
as heirs of trial. s not
all hardship, that one who is kind and humble and loving
Willusy 00d days and will be able to secure peace

gﬁgﬁ;g.alhawhen he trusts God, who 1s_a_righteous God,
neither unconscious of e needs of his people nor indiffer-
ent to the sins of those that do evil. This truth Peter
enforces by a quotation from the Thirty-fourth Psalm,
which is in itself a hymn of comfort for those who suffer
innocently. Peter suggests that, usually, those who are
ardent Jovers of good will not be molested; no one will
wish to injure them: “And who is he that will harm you,
if ye be zealous of that which is good?”

Nevertheless, Christians need not be surprised at
persecuuon 1t may come, even to the most uprlght
When it comes it s to be reg regardeéd as 4 possible channel of
blessing: “But even if ye should suffer for righteousness’
sake, blessed are ye: and fear not their fear,” do not be
terrified by the threats of such enemies, “neither be
troubled”; let the one object of your reverential fear, of
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sour trust, of your love, be Christ; “Sanctity in vour
nearts Christ as Lord.” As to vour enemies, be ready_to
meet them with intelligent repl ‘t‘Hey ‘i3 ridicule
your beliefs and particilarly your e\pec’fatxons ot heavenly
glory, but be “ready always to give answer to every man
that asketh you a reason Concerning the hope that is in
you, yet with meekness and fear.”” DPride and conceit
will weaken wken your defense of the Christia itHY "gpiFitual
realities are not capable of ‘mathematical proof; you may

your opponents with h;aiemess and pride. The best pos-
GBTE Teply to those who crificize vour beliefs and malign
your character will be given by a life of purity and sin-
cerity and charity: “having a good conscience: that,
wherein ve are spoken against, they may be put to shame
who revile vour good manner of life in Christ.” If
persecution is allowed to come, it is better that it shall
have no ground or justification in your unkind words or
inconsistent deeds.

Persecution and distress, however, cannot permanently
injure or impair the helpful influence of innocent sufferers,
The example of Christ is full of comfort and inspiration.
His sufferings, even his death, only enlarged the sphere of
his activity: f{or while his body was in the tomb, he went
and lJreachgg_;o the spiiifs in the underworid, and after
hiSTesur rectlonﬁe ascended into heaven and was gwen the
place ot cupreme power. S"’”rel‘v‘ﬁ'”é “sulterings were Ufi-
decserved he “suffered for sins once, the righteous for the
unrighteous'; the purpese was that he might bring us
to God’'; this great end was achieved, and we now have
access through him to God. 1t could only be achieved by
his death: but even while he continued under the power of
death he went to place of disembodied spirits, or to
use theé WOI‘db of the Apostles” Creed, “"he descended into

ich s meant, 10 3 "“place BYd“etentlon‘, of
vs,al‘cm for final judgment; he preached to ‘‘the spirits
in prison, At had r&jected the message of Noah in the
days when the ark was being built. In the ark only eight
souls escaped, saved by the very water which destroyed
the impenitent and which purified the ancient world. So
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we believers are saved by the water of baptism, if by
baptism we mean not a mere external rite but a spiritual
cleansing which ends the old life of sin and begins a new
life of holiness. Such salvation is communicated to us
by the faith which is confessed at the time of baptism;
it has been made possible through the resurrection of
Christ, who gives new life to believers. Thus the un-
merited sufferings of Christ resulted not only in his preach-
ing to the imprisoned dead, but, as he rose from the dead,
in giving eternal life to all who trust him; the further re-
sult is again voiced by the Creed: “‘He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.”

This whole passage which speaks of preaching to “the
spirits in prison ”' is full of difficulty and mystery. Many
interpretations have been attempted; they differ as to the
tim@ and place and substance and results of this preaching.

popular view is that which suggests that the preaching
vas ne by Christ, in the person of the Holy Spirit, in
the e ttxaTd?iVs Bt NoahMand“ (gt hetween the death and
the resurrection of Clirist as the worés more s ’ra.lly
suggest:—THere is Téss danger "of an indorrect exposltxon
of“the words than in the inferences based on the various
interpretations. These words do not prove the existence
of purgatory, or countenance the abuses connected with
the belief in purgatorial sufferings. Nor do they support
the theory of a *‘second chance” for all who die in im-
penitence. Nor vet do they give ground for believing
that all men will be saved whatever their earthly lives
have been. The teachings about purgatory, and, ‘‘second
probation,” And. universal salvafion, are not ‘sanctioned
by Scripture; these are mere tinwarranted mferences from
statements which are full of mystery. Here it is not safe
to go beyond what is written. The reference to ‘‘the
spirits in prison” is but a parenthesis, an illustration,
The main teaching of the passage is perfectly simple and
plain. The purpose of the writer was not to awaken
vague speculations, by ive practical encourageiﬁent

e assures us that mnocent “sufferers can sustain_no

abiding loss; if they are united with Christ, even death
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will be but gain. Their spirits will continue to live, they
“depart” to *be with Christ”; “absent from the body”
is to be “at home with the Lord.” Some day the dead
will share his resurrection victory, and will enjoy in all its
fullness his heavenly glorv.

f. Opposed by Sinners. Ch. 4:1-6

1 Forasmuch then ag Christ suffered in the flesh, arm ye
yourselves also with the same mind; for he that hath suffered
in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 2 that ye no longer should
live the rest of your time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but
to the will of God. 3 For the time past may suffice to have
wrought the desire of the Gentiles, and to have walked in
lasciviousness, lusts, winebibbings, revellings, carousings,
and abominable idolatries: 4 wherein they think it strange
that ye run not with them into the same excess of riot, speak-
ing evil of you: 5 who shall give account to him that is ready
to judge the living and the dead. 6 For unto this end was
the gospel preached even to the dead, that they might be
judged indeed according to men in the flesh, but live accord-
ing to God in the spirit.

The subject of this paragraph is not new. Peter is still
considering the unmerited sufferings to which his readers
are compelled to submit; but here he emphasizes the
evil character of their enemies and encourages his readers
to fight against their former evil habits and the prevalent
pagan vices. The memory of the sufferings of Christ
and their blessed issue, of which Peter had just written,
should strengthen believers for the conflict: *‘Foras-
much then as Christ suffered in the flesh, arm ye your-
selves also with the same mind.” As Christ suffered {rom
the opposition of an evil world, his f{ollowers should be
prepared for the same experience, especially by the thought
of the results of such suffering. These would be, in the
case of Christians, moral purity and a definite break with
sin; “forhe thathath suffered in theflesh Hath ceased from
sin,” It is a general Taw of spifitual life that suffering
“purifies; there are exceptions to the rule: sometimes it
hardens and embitters; but where it is endured for the
sake of Christ and with the memories of What he endured
and there hiever 6 g of Charactér.

i
t
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Of this general law, Peter here makes a special application.
One whose sufferings have been caused by his opposition
to sin, by his unwillingness to imitate sinners, has surely,
in so far, “ceased from sin.”” He is not free from the
assaults of sin, but the consciousness of his experience, and
the thought of Christ, will enable him to regard his very
sufferings as badges of his fidelity, as proofs of his loyalty
to his Master. He will be reminded that the lines have
been definitely drawn and that he now belongs to those
who for the rest of their lives are not to be directed by
the “lusts of men,”” but by “the will of God.”

We may be encouraged further to “arm’ ourselves
against our sufferings and our temptations, when we re-
member how large a portion of cur time bas already been
spent in unholy living; as Peter says with solemn irony, it
“mayv suffice,” or “it is quite enough.” Not all of his
reacdlers may have been guilty of the impurity and intem-
perance and idolatry of which he speaks; vet even Jews
did fall into *hese pagan practices and excesses; but what-
- ever the conduct bad been before accepting Christ, the
time remaining was all too brief for the service of the
Master.

Such a new life of holiness is sure to be the occasion of
opposition ol misaiterpretation, and of apuse; Bmxt the

nal judge is God; to him Thése sinful slanderers ‘‘shall
give account”; by ‘him those who are being persecuted for
righteousness’ sake will be vindicated; from his judgment
none can escape. It will extend to the dead as well as
to the living. For this reason, that the judgment might
be absolutely just, “‘was the gospel preached even to the
dead, that they might be judged indeed according to men
in the flesh,” according to their works when on earth,
and as already suffering the penalty of physical death, but
might “live according to God in the spirit,’”’ that is, might
be pardoned and become heirs of eternal life. The
reference here seems to be to the previous mysterious
passage which spoke of the preaching to “‘the spirits in
prison.”  Both statements are obscure; the practical
bearing is plain. Here the simple truth is emphasized
that all men, without ¢ exceptxon, are to be judged by God,
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a truth intended to encourage those who are seeking 10
keep from sin, and to warn those by whom they are op-
posed.

g- Expecting the Coming of Christ. Ch, 4 : 7«11

7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore of
sound mind, and be sober unto prayer: 8 above all things
being fervent in your love among yourselves; for love cover-
eth a multitude of sins: 9 using hospitality one to another
without murmunng. 10 according as each hath received a
gift, ministering it among yourselves, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God; 11 if any man speaketh, speaking
as it were oracles of God if any man ministereth, minstering
as of the strength which God supplieth: thatin all things God
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, whose is the glory
am{ the dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

The return of our Lord has always furnished the supreme
motive for consistent Christian living. Thus when Peter has
given special exhortations to right conduct as citizens, serv-
ants, wives, and innocem sufferers, he closes this section of
his epistle witha series of general exhortations based on the
hope of the coming of Christ: “But the end of all things
is at hand: be ye therefore of sound mind, and be sober
unto prayer.” To be “of sound mind” denotes “seli-
control”; this quality together with clearness and sobriety
of mind, are urged in order that prayer may not be inter-
rupted. It should be noted that a very different state of
mind is too frequently associated with the expectation of
the return of Christ. Fear, idle curiosity, restless excite-
ment, neglect of duty, too commonly attend popular
teaching concerning the second advent. This has been
caused by false statements relative to the time of the ad-
vent and by neglecting the consideration of events which
are predicted as preceding the return of Christ. How soon
these predictions may be fulfilled no one can tell. They
may occur in any generation. Their consummation, in
the appearing of Christ, is the supreme hope of the Church;
but the expectation should inspire us to a faithful per-
formance of duty in the State, in society, in the family,
and in the Church. Chnstzans should be self-controlled,
sober, aad prayerful.
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Further they should be “fervent in . . . love” among
themselves—this in view of the return of Christ—and such
fove should be “persevering’’ because it covers ‘“‘a multi-
tude of sins,” which probably means that it covers the
sins of others, is generous and forgiving.

Two special manifestations of love are now mentioned:
first, “hospitality’” and secondly, the use of talents. In
the early Church the grace of “hospitality” was much
emphasized: it did not denote the entertainment of
friends but the relief of travelers; as inns were rare and
poor, as the extension of the Church depended upon the
work of itinerant evangelists, the need of receiving stran-
gers into their homes was apparent to all Christians; yet
1t did require love, it did offer occasions for imposition, for
resentment, and for murmuring,

Secondly, love was demanded in the use of special
talents; these were to be regarded as trusts committed to
Christians as stewards, to be used for the benefit of others
and for which they were to render an account to their Lord.
. Thus if a man exercised the gift of public speech, he should
do so not in such a way as to win praise for himself, but
80 as to help others, and he should speak as one who was
uttering messages which were not his own but which had
been given him by God. 3o, too, in caring for the poor, or
sick, or needy, one should show no pride or patronage, but
should humbly acknowledge that his ability for doing
good had been entrusted to him by God. Thus Christians
were in all things to seek not their own glory but the glory
of God through Jesus Christ, to whom should be ascribed
the glory and the dominion forever and ever.
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5. EXHORTATIONS IN VIEW OF SPECIAL TRIALS.
Ch.4:12 to 5:11

a. Exhortation to Steadfastness in Suffering, Ch. 4:12-19

{2 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial
among you, which cometh upon you to prove you, as though a
strange thing happened unto you: 13 but insomuch as ye are
partakers of Christ’s sufferings, rejoice; that at the revela-
tion of his glory also ye may rejoice with exceeding joy. 14
If ye are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are ye;
because the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God resteth upon
you. 15 For let none of you suffer as a murderer, or a thief,
or an evil-doer, or as a meddler in other men’s matters:
16 but if @ man suffer ag a Christian, let him not be ashamed;
but let him glorify God in this name. 17 For the time is
come for judgment to begin at the house of God: and if
it begin first at us, what shall be the end of them that cbey
not the gospel of GodP 18 And if the righteous is scarcely
saved, where shall the ungodly and sinner appear? 16
Wherefore let them also that suffer according to the will of
God commit their souls in well-doing unto a faithful Creator.

Here Peter begins the third series of the exhortations
which compose the epistle. The first were in view of the
special privileges his readers were enjoying, the second
in view of their special relationsin the State and in society;
these are given in view of the sufferings they are called to
endure. Al the series are closely unitéd, and partice
“ulaFl5 by the mention of sufferings made in each of the two
preceding divisions and only further emphasized in this
last. In every case, too, the great incentive to steadfast
endurance is found in the hope of the return of Christ, and
in the deliverance and glory which he will bring.

The sufferings are here described as a “fiery trial,” an
ordeal, a trial by fire: “Beloved, think it not strange con-
cerning the fiery trial among you.” Christians should
expect persecution and suffering; they should not be sur-
pn)s'é‘a” by trials or regard them as something foreign to

their lot; these trials were testing their faith and purifying
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their characters. If the Master was made to endure suf-
ferings, it should not be regarded as strange that his serv-
ants were compelled to endure the same; they should
rejoice because, as they trusted him and were persecuted
for his sake, they were really ‘‘partakers of Christ's suffer-
ings.” Such courage should be shown in order that when
Christ appeared they might enjoy a truer rapture and
exaltation: ‘‘that at the revelation of his glory alse ye may
rejoice with exceeding joy.” Fellowship in the sufferings
of Christ is to be regarded confidently as an assurauce of
partnership in his gl6Fy: “IT ye are reproached for the
name of Christ, blessed are ye; because the Spirit of glory
and the Spirit of God resteth upon you'’; if, that is, you
suffer for bearing the name of Christ, and for a life con-
sistent with such a profession:; for such a life is possible
only by the power of his divine Spirit, and as this is also the
“Spirit of glory,” his present manifestation is an assurance
of the perfected glory you will enjoy at the appearing of
Christ. On_the other hand one must be certain that his
- sufferings are pof deserved: “For let none of you suffer
“‘ag @ murderer, or a thiet, or an evil-doer, or as a meddler
in other men’s matters.”” The last phrase is a peculiar
one and may possibly mean ‘‘one who busies himself about
matters not befitting a Christian.””  “Butif a man suffer as
a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify
God in this name.”

A second reason for steadfastness is found in the fact
thit these sufferings are to be viewed a¥af actual beginting ™
S fhe judgment Comting upotr theworld at the Teturn of

ist; the “hery trial® wag @ herald of coming deliver-
ance. Such the mold of prophecy has ever been; and as
our Lord predicted, in the midst of a *great tribulation,”
which develops out of these age-long trials and sufferings,
when there is *“distress of nations,” when ‘“‘the powers of
the heavens shall be shaken, . . then shall they see the
Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
But when these things begin to come to pass, look up, and
lift up vour heads; because your redemption draweth
nigh.” This seems to be the meaning of Peter in saying
“For the time is come for judgment to begin at the house
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f God", for the people of his household, {or the very
readers of this letter, sufferings have already begun. How-
ever, if Christians now suffer, what then will be the fate of
unbelievers; and “if the righteous,” the follower of
Christ, “is scarcely saved,” that is, only after enduring
such sufferings and tribulation, “where shall the ungodly
and sinner appear,’” what will be their doom? Therefore,
in view of the sure deliverance which is coming “‘let them
also that suffer according to the will of God commit their
souls in well-doing unto a faithful Creator.”” Let us sub-
mit to his will and seek to do his will, trusting that through
all the mystery of suffering he cares for his own.

b. Exhortation to Fidelity. Ch. 5:1-4

1 The elders therefore among you I exhort, who am a
fellow-elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, who
am also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: 2
Tend the flock of God which is among you, exercising the
oversight, not of constraint, but willingly, according to the
will of God; not yet for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;
3 neither as lording it over the charge allotted to you, but
making yourselves ensamples to the flock. 4 And when the
chief Shepherd shall be manifested, ye shall receive the crown
of glory that fadeth not away.

In times of trial the task of religious teachers is one of
peculiar responsibility; a congregation in distress has
special need of pastoral care. Thus, when Peter has urged
his readers to steadfastness in suffering, he now turns to
the officers of the Church to urge upon them faithfulness
in the discharge of their duties, These.

“‘elders,”” 2 name given at first to all who exercised rule

and authority among the Chiisfians; it is identical with
the word “bishop™ as in_the next verse these ‘ﬁcers are

described a5 “eXereising the oversight or, iterally, "doing
the mature

fhework of bishops' ,tHg?@
age which qualified on offices the word ™ blshop”

éhcates the duties of the
Eél_uafuverﬂg“ht ‘another identical {erifi-
and the band of elders fofi L

b:court* “Peter here describes himsell as a‘fellow—elder.
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to appeal to their affection; but to indicate his authority
he declares that from personal observation he is one who
bears testimony to the sufferings of Christ and who is to be
Yy partaker of the glory that shall be revealed” when
Christ returns.

In his exhortation Peter indicates another title of these
“elders’ or “bishops,” namely, “pastors”: “Tend the
flock of God which is among you,” fill the office of spiritual
shepherds, not as a mere matter of necessary, professional
duty, but with a willing mind, as serving God, not like
hirelings for the mere earning of the salary you are paid, but
gladly and eagerly, not acting as lords and tyrants in the
congregation entrusted to you, but making yourselves
examples for the flock; your earthly recompense may be
small, but when Christ, “‘the chief Shepherd” shall appear,
then you “‘shall receive the crown of glory that fadeth not
away.”

¢, Exhortations to Humility, Trust, Vigilance, and Constancy, Ch.35 :3-11

8 Likewise, ye younger, be subject unto the elder., Yea,
all of you gird yourselves with humility, fo serve one another:
for God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble.
6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of
God, that he may exalt you in due time; 7 casting all your
anxiety upon him, because he careth for you. 8 Be sober,
be watchful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: ¢ whom with-
stand stedfast in your faith, knowing that the same sufferings
are accom(gﬁshed in your brethren who are in the world. 10
And the God of all grace, who called you unto his eternal

lory in Christ, after that ye have suffered a little while, shall
imgelf perfect, establish, strengthen you, 11 To him be
the deminion for ever and ever. Amen.

The word “elder” may denote either a Church officer or
a man advanced in years. In the last paragraph it meant
the former, here it possibly means the latter. Younger
persons are urged to render respectiul obedience to Churet
officers, or to Christians who possess the maturity an-
wisdom of age. In fact all Christians are urged to “giru
themselves” with “humility,” probably as with the *garb
of slaves,” to be ready to render to one another every pos-
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sible service, as the garment of humility is always an essen-
tial equipment for wide helpfulness. Especially toward
God is humility to be shown: “Humble yourselves . . .
under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in
due time”; it is in his mysterious providence that
afflictions come, but his power also brings deliverance in
his appointed time. We are to lock to him in humble
trust, casting the whole burden of our anxiety upon him,
believing that he lovingly cares for us.
“Casting all . . ., anxiety upon him’' does not relieve
us, ﬁ(ﬁ"éér From Fhe responsibility of bemg%watchful
temptation. The Chrisfian Thust be ‘sober””
and “watchful “because his ¢ ‘adversary thedevil, asa roar-
ing lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.'
This graphic figure of speech may indicate some of the
peculiar temptations of the readers, the opposition of their
adversaries, the false charges of their slanderers; but it
also symbolizes the cruelty and the craft, the restless
activity and terrifying threats, which ever characterize
the foul Tempter, the enemy of our souls. We are en-
couraged on two grounds to oppose this enemy, mth stead-
fast loyalty go Christ, with unshaken constancy Gf laith:
first, because our Trials and Temprations are common Cto
the whcle brotherhood of Christians, they are not peculiar
to us, they are being courageously endured and resisted by
countless others; and secondly, because God, the Author
of all grace, who called us “unto his eternal glory in
Christ,” after the comparatively brief time of our distress,
will himself make us perfect through our sufferings, will
make us so firm in the faith that we shall be shaken by no
alarms, will give us such spiritual strength that we shall
never be overcome; all power is his, he will supply our
every need: “To him be the dominion for ever and ever
Amen.”
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6. Tur Concrusion. Ch. 5:12.14
a. The Bearer and Purpose of the Letter. Ch. 5: 12

12 By Silvanus, our faithful brother, as I account Aimn, 1
have written unto you briefly, exhorting, and testifying that
this is the true grace of God: stand ye fast therein,

In his closing senterices, Peter first mentionsSilvanus, to
whom he had dictated the letter, and by whom, possibly, it
was being sent. He will be remembered by the name of
SSilas’ or “Silvanus,” as the trusted companion whom Paul

ad chosen for his second great missionary journey:
he has won the like confidence of Peter, and is here de
scribed as his “faithful” Christian “brother.”

Peter next describes his letter as being very brief in
comparison with all he should like to write, and as contain-~
_ ing not only serious exhortations,but aiso a solemn attes-
tation that the faith held by his readers is ““the true grace
of God’’; this grace should be shown in the conduct he has
prescribed; in this faith he urgesthemto “stand . . . fast.”

6. The Salutation and Benediction. Ch. 5:13, 14

13 She that is in Babylon, elect together with you, salutethb
vou; and so doth Mark my son. 14 Salute one another with

a kiss of love.
Peace be unto you all that are in Christ.

In the closing salutation the phrase, *she that is in
Babylon,"” has been the occasion of endless conjecture and
discussion. It has been considered by many to be mystical
and symbolical and to mean [the Church.in. Rome,”
since Rome was regarded as like Babylon in its opposition
to the people and the cause of God. The importance of
the theory comnsists in the fact that it affords the only
Scriptural support for the tradition that Peter visited
Rome, and wrote this epistle from that imperial city.
That “Babylon” is used figuratively is, however, a mere
conjecture and never has been proved. With this saluta-
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tion Peter adds another {from Mark, the early companion
of Paul and Barnabas, the author of the Second Gospel;
he is affectionately called a “‘son,” a spiritual child of
Peter, by whom probably he had been brought to Christ.

After urging the members of the Church to greet one
another with the kiss of charity to signify their brotherly
love, Peter closes his epistle with the prayer and benedic-
tion: “Peace be unto you all that are in Christ.”



SECOND EPISTLE OF PETER 87

THE SECOND EPISTLE OF
PETER

While sericus doubt has been felt as to the authorship
of this epistle, it is most probable that it should be assigned
to the apostle whose name it bears. IHe was now far
advanced in vears. long before, when the risen Lord met
his disciples in the morning twilight by the sea, he pre-
dicted that Peter, when old, would endure martyrdom
for the sake of his Master whom he was bidden to follow
not only in service but in suffering. The day of supreme
testing was at hand, as he penned this epistle. “The
putting off of my tabernacle cometh swiftly,” he writes,
“even as our Lord Jesus Christ signified unto me.” How-
ever he sounds no note of despondency, fear, or gloom; his

- message, like that of his First Epistle, is radiant with hope.
His thought is centered upon the coming of Christ; he
still rejoices to think of the time “when the chief Shepherd
shall be manifested” from whom he would receive “the
crown of glory that fadeth not away.” Something of the
splendor of that crowning day he now declares was wit-
nessed by him on the holy mount, when he saw the trans-
figured Christ; long years have passed, but the vivid
memory of that “Majestic Glory” is set forth as a ground
of his present, triumphant faith. The writer furthet
declares of himself that he has written a previous epistle
of a somewhat similar character; that he is on intimate
terms with Paul, whom he calls “our beloved brother,”
and with whose letters he declares himself familiar.  Surely
it is idle to conjecture who this writer may have been if
he was not Peter the apostle, whom its references so defi-
nitely depict.

The readers, then, would be the same as those of the
previous epistle, the Christian converts scattered through-
out various ptrovinces of what is now known as Asia Minor.
Their condition, however, is now different, or their cir-
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cumstances are somewhat altered. The particular perils
by which they are threatened are not from without but
from within the churches. Their dangers are not from the
persecutions of Jews and pagans, but from the pernicious
influences of professed Christians, “false teachers” who
have appeared, who are increasing in number, who deny
the Lord not only by their doctrines but by their impure
and unholy lives. The truth which they attack particu-
larly is that of the return of Christ, and their couduct
corresponds with their unbelief; because of his long delay
they mock at ‘‘the promise of his coming,” “walking after
their own lusts.”’

To warn against such errors in teaching and to exhort to
holiness in living, this epistle was written. Its supreme
word is “‘knowledge.”” As the source is in God, as the
chief object is Christ, as it is assoctated with “grace,”
this “knowledge” is not merely a mental but also a spirit-
wal attainment. It can be increased by the practice of
Christian virtues, and the readers are urged to “‘grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.” The special truth, however, with which this
“knowledge’ is here concerned is that which the false
teachers deny, namely, the return of Christ. This truth is
shown to be attested both by the transfiguration glory of
Christ and the word of inspired prophecy; the punish-
ment of the false teachers is set forth and their character
definitely described; the certainty of the coming of Christ
and its attendant judgments are affirmed; and the plea
is made for such conduct and character on the part of
believers as may be worthy of their faith and hope.

It may be helpful to suggest for the three chapters of
this epistle the following outline:

1, The Knowledge of Christ. II Peter, ch. 1.
a. The Salutation: The Gift of Knowledge. Ch. 1:1-4,

b, The Exhortation: The Growth of Knowledge, Ch.
1:5-11.

¢. The Promise: The Grounds of Knowledge. Cb,
1:12-21.
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2. The Teachers of Error. Ch. 2.
a¢. Their Punishment, Ch. 2 :1-9.
&, Their Character and Conduct. Ch. 2 : 10-16.
¢. Their Evil Influence. Ch. 2 :17-22.

3. The Coming of Christ. Ch. 3.

a. The Certainty. Ch. 3:1-7,
5. The Time and Circumstances. Ch. 3 :8-13.
¢. The Consequent Exhortations. Ch. 3 :14-18.

8y
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1. Tee RxowrLepor orF Curist. Il Peter,ch. 1
a. The Salutation: The Gift of Knowledge. Ch. 1:1-4

i Simon Peter, d servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to
them that have obtalied a like precious faith with us in the
righteousness of our God and{fie;Saviour Jesus Christ: 2
Grace to you and péace be multiplied in the knowledge of God
and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that his divinie power hath
granted unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him that called us by his own glory
and virtue; 4 whereby he hath granted unto us his precious
and exceeding great promises; that through these ye may
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from
the corruption that is in the world by lust.

1t is possible that as Peter calls himself “Simon” he may
have had in mind the early days before he met Jesus, when
that was his familiar name.  Itisalso possible that, as he
calls himself an “apostle,” he may have wished to suggest
nis authority as a man specially commissioned by his Lord,
and also, that, as he calls himself “‘a bondservant . . .
of Jesus Christ,” he may have wished thus to place him-
self upon an equality with his readers. This last purpose
was surely accomplished by the beautiful phrase in which
these readers are addressed. Here he not only appeals
to their sympathy by a touch of tactful courtesy, but he
gives a message to Christians of all times by a stroke of
spiritual insight. He writes “‘to them that have obtained a
like precious faith with us in the righteousness of our God
and the Saviour Jesus Christ.” That is, faith gives
exactly the same spiritual privileges to all, whether the
most famous of apostles or the most obscure of believers;
this faith is “obtained by lot” or given by the grace and
mercy of God, without any desert or merit of man; it
brings with it equal privileges because of the absolute
justice or ‘“righteousness of our God and the Saviour
Jesus Christ.”

The salutation, “Grace to you and peace be multiplied,”
is quite familiar in form, but it is connected with a upique
phrase and one which sounds the keynote of the epistle-
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“in the know}edge of God and of je%us our Lord.” This
“Lnowledge is the channel of ¢ grace. ' it is the ground of
‘‘peace,” it is the means of salvation, it is the instrument of
all blessings. Peter writes to remind Christians of the
content of this knowledge, to warn them of apostate teach-
ers who are opposing it in the interests of a false “knowl-
edge,”’ to encourage them to value and to develop this true
knowledge of God and of Christ. Peter is therefore pray-
mg that “‘grace,” the divine source of all blessings, and
“peace,” the deepest experience of the soul, may be in-
creased, by and in this knowledge; and he prays with con-
fidence, knowing that, or “‘seeing that,” the “‘divine power”
of God “hath granted unto us all things that pertain unto
life and godliness,” through this knowledge, which is here
defined as a knowledge of Christ “that called us by his
own glory and virtue.” All that we need for the nurture
of spiritual life and for the development of godliness has
been given to us in our knowledge of Christ who has at-
tracted us to be his followers by the manifestation of his
“own moral excellence and goodness., These excellences
ot their Lord awalke in believers a hope of attaining to his
likeness, they assure them of the certain enjoyment of all
the pardon and peace and future blessedness of which the
Saviour has spoken, even “his precious and exceeding
great promises,’”’ including his gloricus return to which
this epistle continually refers. 1t is the purpose of God
that, through a knowledge of these promises and by
cherishing them in faith, we may not only escape the
moral corruption and decay which pervade the world
because of evil desires and preverted passions, but that
also we may attain to his likeness, developing more and
more of his holiness and purity and love, being “transe
formed” into his image by the power of his indwelling
Spirit.
b. The Exhortation: The Growth of Knowledge. Ch. I :35-11

5 Yea, and for this very cause adding on your part al
giligencg, in your faith supply yirtue; and in yowr virtde
Jkpowledge; 6 and in your know[edge ~control; and in
yow self-control patience; and in your atience godhness*
7 and in your godliness bmtherl_v kindhegsT and in yow
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brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are ygurs and
abound, they male you to be not idle nor unfrditful unto the
owledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he that lacketh
these things is blind, seeing only what is near, having for-
gotten the cleansing from his old sins. 10 Wherefore, breth-
ren, give the more diligence to make your calling and election
sure: for it ye do these things, ye Shall iever stumble: 11
or thus shall be richly supplied unto you the entrance into
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

In view of the faith which God has graciously given, in
view of the knowledge of Christ which they possess, in
view of the fact that they are “partakers of the divine
nature,” the readers are now urged to strive for such
growth in Christian virtues, for such a development of
spiritual graces, that their knowledge and faith shall be
“not idle nor unfruitful.” The suggestion seems to be
that knowledge will thus be increased, that knowing will
come by doing; that the condition of receiving more light
is a faithful use of the light one has; that strenuous
exercise of Christian graces results in a fuller comprehen-
sion of spiritual truth.

In the beautiful list of graces which Peter here exhibits,
cach grace apparently grows out of the preceding grace,
and in turn becomes the soil or atmosphere in which the
next ig nourished, while all are rooted in ““faith.” Never-
theless, the growth is not spontaneous; on our part there
is demanded the expenditure of toil and effort. God has
granted us the new life; but like a divine germ it needs to
be developed by the earnest care which we are to “bring
in by the side of” the divine gift; we are to add on our
part “all diligence”; progress in Christian living is made
only by codperation of the human will with the divine.

“In your faith supply virtue'; this is not the same as
“add to vour faith virtue”; but, as above suggested,
“with and by your faith supply virtue”; “faith” is the
source and gives the power by which “virtue” is to be
developed; "faith without works is dead,” but it shows
itself to be living and real when it produces ‘‘moral
excellence”; real trust in Christ and true belief in him will
always issue in right conduct, or “virtue.”



1T Peter 1: §5-11 KNOWLEDGE or

So “virtue’" in turn is to develop ‘knowledge,” which
here means ‘“practical skill in_the details 6 Chriatian
dury” rather “than the knowledge of. God and of. Chmt
“Which ifi the previous Qechon were used very much in the
sense of “faith.” “And in your knowledge [supply] self-
control,” according to which, in all the experiences of life,
reason governs passion; “and in vyour self-control pa-
tience,” or “endurance,” for while “self-control” enables
one to curb his desires, patience gives him power stead-
fastly to endure evils which press upon him from without;
“and in your patience godliness,” which characterizes the
life of one who continually lives “‘as seeing him who is
invisible; “and in your godliness brotherly kindness,”
or affection for fellow Christians, “and in your brotherly
kindness love” for Christ and the whole world. The rela-
tion of these seven virtues has been thus stated: “‘Faith
is the gift of God already received; to this must be added
(1) moral strength which’ “enables a man to do what he
knows to Be righty " (2) spmtualvdlscernment, (B)self-
“control By which a man resis s temptation; (4) endurance
by which He Bears tp under persecution or adversity;
BT right “Teeling  and "BeRavisT toward God 5nd 6)
\foward ‘tre-prechren; and (7 toward &l
TS the - patient developinent “of these virtues we are
encouraged by the assurance, which forms the main
burden of this paragraph, that where these are possessed
and are increasing, there one is not idle or unfruitful in
the "attainment of knowledge; a diligent practice of
Christian virtues always increases spiritual insight. On
the other hand their absence or neglect produces, or con-
stitutes, spiritual blindness or nearsightedness: “For he
that lacketh these things is blind, seeing only what is
near.” It is true that the reason why things unseen
and eternal seem to us so unreal is that we are making so
little effort toward moral and spiritual progress. This
lack of spiritual perception may extend so far that one
may forget “the cleansing from his old sins,” may actually
become oblivious of the pardon and cleansing in which
his Christian life began, and of all that God has done
for him.
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“Wherefore, brethren,” in view of the possible increase
and the possible loss of “knowledge,”” and so of the “salva-
tion” it involves, “‘give the more diligence to make your
calling and election sure.”” The divine choice and call
do not make human effort unnecessary. 1f, however, the
Christian graces are being developed, and knowledge is
enlarging, “If ve do these things, ve shall never stumble.”
This does not mean that the Christian will never sin, but
that such patient effort toward progress will safeguard hins
against faults and failings, and will assure the completion
of his journey to the heavenly city; he will indeed be richly
provided for “the entrance into the eternal kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

¢. The Promise: The Grounds of Knowledge. Ch. 1 :12-21

12 Wherefore I shall be ready always to put you in remem=-
brance of these things, though ye know them, and are estab~
lished in the truth which is with you. 13 And I think it right,
as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by by put-
ting you in remembrance; 14 knowing that the putting off of
my tabernacle cometh swiftly, even as our Lord Jesus Christ
signified unto me. 15 Yea, I will give diligence that at every
time ye may be able after my decease to call these things to
. temembrance, 16 For we did not follow cunningly devised
" fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his
majesty. 17 For he received from God the Father honor
and glory, when there was borne such a voice to him by the
Majestic Glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom Iam well
pleased: 18 and this voice we ourselves heard borne out of
heaven, when we were with him in the holy mount, 19 And
we have the word of prophecy made more sure; whereunto
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a lamyp shining in a dark
place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your
hearts: 20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture
is of private interpretation. 21 For no prophecy ever came
by the will of man: but men spake from Geod, being moved by
the Holy Spirit.

Peter, in opening his epistle, has shown that in the
knowledge of Christ has been given all that is needed for
“fife and godliness”; he has urged an increase of this
knowledge by the development of Christian virtues that
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50 may be provided an entrance into the heavenly King«
iom; he now promises to aid his readers to keep these
cruths in mind and assures them that their knowledge is
well supported by the testimony of inspired apostles and
prophets.

Thus he does not propose to teach new truths, but de-
clares that he will ‘‘be ready always’ to put his readers in
remembrance of the truth in which they are already estab-
lished. He regards this as his duty and more especially
because his own death is approaching, or, as he says
“the putting off of my tabernacle cometh swiftly”’: his
body is like a tent which his spirit is soon to leave. Heis
sure of this because he is now far advanced in years, and
his Lord had told him that, when old, he should die a
martyr's death., Here Peter even promises to make pro-
vision that after his death his readers shall be able “to call
these things to remembrance”; just how he proposed to
fulfill this promise he does not say—probably by writing
other letters; but some have conjectured that he meant

- to appoint teachers, or even that he referred to the Gospel
of Mark, which is thought to have been written under his
direction.

The climax and inspiring center of all the truth Peter so
prized concerned the personal, visible return of Christ,
This was the great motive for holy living to which he cons
stantly appealed in his First Epistle; this was the doctrine
ridiculed and opposed by the false teachers whom this
Second Epistle was written to rebuke, Peter declares
that, in his statements concerning the divine power and
future coming of Christ, he and his fellow apostles did
“not follow cunningly devised fables,” but they spoke as
men who, with their own eyes, had seen the “majesty,”
the radiant splendor, the heavenly glory, in which Christ
would reappear. This vision was granted to them on the
Mount of Transfiguration when Jesus ‘received from
God the Father honor and glory, when there was borne
such a voice to him by the Majestic Glory, [that is, by
God himself], This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.” This transfguration scene was a foregleam, a
part, a manifestation, and so a proof, of the majesty and
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splendor in which Christ would appear when he returned
in his own glory and that of the Father and that of the
hely angels. This experience confirmed the word of the
prophets; it has made it an even firmer ground of con-
fidence; previously the assurance came by faith, but now
that in the transfiguration there has been granted a speci-
men of the coming glory, sight has made assurance doubly
sure: “We have the word of prophecy made more sure;
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a lamp
shining in a dark place.” In this dusk and dimly lighted
world, in all its mystery of confusing events, prophecy
shines forth as a lamp, the only lamp we have to guide us.
We must give heed to it “until the day dawn, and the day-
star arise.” Thus {according to Tregelles, Schott, and
others) it may be best to punctuate this last clause: “VYe
do well that ye take heed, in your hearts, until the day
dawn’'; that is while the shadows hang so heavily upon the
present world you do well to take earnest heed to tane light
of prophecy, until at last the Lord returns and the shadows
flee away. If, however, we accept the usual punctuation,
the meaning may be that we should take heed of prophecy
and ponder its statements, until in our hearts there dawns
a bright and confident expectation of the coming of Christ.

To such earnest heed of prophecy we are specially en-
couraged by the consideration that “no prophecy of
scripture is of private interpretation,” or, probably ‘‘of
private origination,”’ that is, it does not come from the
prophets’ own Interpretation of the future; “for no proph-
ecy’ as Peter adds, “ever came by the will of man: but
men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit.”
Therefore, upon the testimony of apostles who were eye-
witnesses, upon the words of prophets who were divinely
inspired, rest our saving knowledge of Christ and our hope
of his gloricus return.
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2. Tue Treacuers or Error. Ch. 2
a. Their Punishmeat. Ch. 2:1-0

1 But there arose false prophets also among the people, as
among you also there shall be false teachers, who shall
privily bring in destructive heresies, denying even the Master
that bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction.
2 And many shall follow their lascivious doings; by reason
of whom the way of the truth shall be evil spoken of. 3
And in covetousness shall they with feigned words make
‘merchandise of you: whose sentence now from of old lin-
gereth not, and their destruction slumbereth not. 4 For if
God spared not angels when they sinned, but cast them down
to hell, and committed them to pits of darkness, to be re-
served unto judgment; 5 and spared not the ancient world,
but preserved Noah with seven others, a preacher of right-
eousness, when he brought a flood upon the world of the un~
~ godly; 6 and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into

ashes condemned them with an overthrow, having made
them an example unto those that should live ungodly; 7 and
delivered righteous Lot, sore distressed by the lascivious
life of the wicked 8 (for that righteous man dwelling among
them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from
day to day with their lawless deeds): 9 the Lord knoweth
how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and to keep the
unrighteous under punishment unto the day of judgment.

Peter had just assured his readers that inspired prophets,
in their teaching, had given them a lamp which they should
cherish and use in the prevailing darkness, until the Lord
return. He now reminds them that of old there were
“false prophets” as well as true, and that, similarly, in
the Christian Church there are ‘“false teachers” as well as
inspired apostles, and that such teachers will appear in
all ages until Christ reappears. The mention of these
teachers brings Peter to the very heart of his epistle,which
is mainly designed to warn his readers against these
authors of destructive heresies and to defend the truth
concerning the return of Christ, which, in particular, was
being denied.
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As the chapter opens Peter declares that these false
leaders are doomed to certain punishment; they are
“bringing upin themselves swift destruction;” their sen-
tence ‘‘from of old lingereth not, and their destruction
stlumbereth not,” it had been predicted in other days, of
similar men, and it is no dead letter but soon will be exe-
cuted upon them. Their conduct is described as “denying
even the Master that bought them,” as by their impure
lives and their corruption of his teachings they actually
disclaimed and renounced the Lord and Master who had
died for them. As a result of their influence *‘many shall
follow their lascivious doings; by reason of whom the
way of the truth shall be evil spoken of,” while the teachers
enrich themselves by the money they extort from their
victims.

Thus the first four verses describe the doom, the conduct
and the influence of these men, and so outline and summa-
rize the whole chapter. This chapter, it will be remem-
bered, is closely | paralleled by the Epistle of Jude. The
supposition is that one writer borrowed from the other or
both from a common source. It should be noted, however,
that when Jude gives examples of the certain punishment
of the wicked he makes no mention of the deliverance of
the righteous. Peter, however, uses three illustrations of
certain doom, but in two of these he lays great stress upon
the fact that “the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly
out of temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under
punishment unto the day of judgment.” Of these ex-
amples of punishment the first is that of the faﬁen angels;
the sin is not mentioned, but it is elsewhere

S aving been caused by pride. The second is
that of ‘the world before the flood, the special feature of
which was disobedience to God. The third is that of the
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah; the guilt of these
cities was that of moral impurity. Thus Peter pictures
the certain punishment of the false teachers, but he also
paints their character, and intimates their pride, rebellion,
and sensuality. He also intimates, however, that even
though the righteous are few in number, as Noah and his
family, or as Lot in lawless Sodom, God.is.certain to
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deliver those who trust and serve him. His words are
destgned to comfort and encourage believers in the darkest
days of heresy and false teaching and impending judg-
ments: ‘“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out
of temptation.”

b. Their Character and Conduet. Ch. 2 :10-16

10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of
defilement, and despise dominion. Daring, self-willed,
they tremble not to rail at dignities: 11 whereas angels,
though greater in might and power, bring not a railing judg-
ment against them before the Lord. 12 But these, as crea-
tures without reason, born mere animals to be taken and
destroyed, railing in matters whereof they are ignorant, shall
in their destroying surely be destroyed, 13 suffering wrong
as the hire of wrong-doing; men that count it pleasure fo
revel in the day-time, spots and blemishes, revelling in their
deceivings while they feast with you; 14 having eyes full
of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; enticing unsted-
fast souls; having a heart exercised in covetousness; chil-
. dren of cursing; 15 forsaking the right way, they went astray,
having followed the way of Balaam the son of Beor, wha
loved the hire of wrong-doing; 16 but he was rebuked for
his own transgression: a dumb ass spake with man’s voice
and stayed the madness of the prophet.

Peter has already announced the doom and briefly
designated the teachers of error who were corrupting the
Christian Church; he now paints their character and
conduct in vivid and forbidding colors. The two para-
graphs are inseparably interwoven, the description of
punishment and of sin. Thus when he mentions “chiefly
them that walk after the flesh in the lust of defilement,”
he means that they, more obvicusly than other sinners, are
kept under the judgment of God, and he specifies their
character as walking “after the flesh,” making lust their
law, and further, he states, they ‘‘despise dominion,”
looking with contempt upon the power and majesty of the
Lord. Naturally therefore, “daring, self-willed, they
tremble not to rail at dignities,” but treat with abuse the
lawful rulers of the Church. Such daring presumption is
rebuked by the example of angels who refrain from insult-
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ing and condemning beings less powerful than themselves,
These teachers are like “animals,” without reason, mere
brute beasts making a pretense of knowledge, and they
are certain to be punished for theit wrongdoing, as they
deserve. Their idea of pleasure is wanton living, in open
daylight. They are “spots and blemishes” in the Church
which should be pure and holy. Their eyes betray their
adulterous thoughts, never satisfied with sin. They allure
and corrupt unsteady, unstable, “‘unstedfast souls.”
“Children of cursing” that they are, they have left the
straight path, wandering away from it by following the
way of Balaam; he, like these false teachers, “loved
the hire of wrong-doing”’; he wished the gold Balak offered
and desired to curse Israel contrary to God’s command;
he was “rebuked’ for his breach of law, when his dumb
ass, acting contrary to law of another kind, spoke with
human voice and resisted the mad infatuation of the
prophet.

Like Balaam of old, men who try to serve God and gold,
and false teachers, such as Peter describes, who hide their
covetousness and impurity under the cloak of Christian
profession, are doomed to moral blindness, to disappoint-
ment, to disgrace, and to death.

¢ Their Evil Influence. Ch. 2 :17-22

17 These are springs wifbout water, and mists driven by
a storm; for whom the blackness of darkness hath been re-
served. 18 For, uftering great swelling words of vanpity,
they entice in the lusts of the flesh, by lasciviousness, those
who are just escaping from them that live in error; 19 promis-
ing them lberty, while they themselves are bondservants of
corruption; for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he
also brought into bondage. 20 For if, after they have es-
caped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled
therein and overcome, the last state is become worse with
them than the first. 21 For it were better for them not to
have known the way of righteousness, than, after knowing it,
to turn back from the holy commandment delivered unto
them. 22 It has happened unto them according to the true
proverb, The dog turning to his own vomit again, and the
sow that had washed to wallowing in the mire,



I Peter 2: 17-22 COMING OF CHRIST 10t

The most distressing feature in the picture of the teach-
ers of error whom Peter is denouncing .in this present
chapter is that of their influence upon the members of the
Church. The pitiful fact is that such men secure a follow-
ing; they know enough of truth,and can employ sufficient
pious phrases;to beguile and entrap weak and unsuspecting
souls. They profess to be sources of spiritual help; how
different they are, in reality! ““These are springs without
water’’; what a disappointment to those who are thirsting!
These are “‘mists driven by a. storm’; mists might supply
some moisture, or protect from the burning sun, but when
driven by the wind, as these teachers by their passions,
they can only blind and distress.

In contrast with all their boastful pretense, “uttering
great swelling words of vanity,” they lead astray, by
offers of sensual indulgence, those who are just escaping
from sinful companions and practices. They teach thatas
a Christian is “free from the law’ he can live in license, and
can show his liberty by indulging in sin. The {fact is that
such teachers are themselves the slaves of sin, while they
are promising freedom to others; “for a man is the slave
of whatever overpowers him.” Most pitiful of all is the
case of those who are misled, and who under such in-
fluences renounce their allegiance to Christ: “For if after
they have escaped the defilements of the world through
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they
are again entangled therein and overcome, the last state
is become worse with them than the first.” In these and
the closing words of the chapter a solemn warning is
sounded both for the teachers of error and their {ollowers.
“For it were better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than, after knowing it, to turn back from
the holy commandment.,” It is useless, and quite aside
from the purpose of Peter, to argue here either against or
for the doctrine of ‘“‘the perseverance of the saints’ or the
possibility of “falling from grace.”” From the proverb
with which the chapter closes it would seem that the per-
sons described had never really experienced a ““new birth”
or a change of nature; however, the point here is to warn
persons against self-deception, against all false sense of
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security, against false teachers who make light of sin and
corrupt the teachings of Christ.  No one can presume upon
a past religious experience, whether it was real or imagin-
ary. Each one must, and will, increase his knowledge of
Christ by a diligent cultivation of Christian graces in case
ke is to find an “entrance into the eternal kingdom.”
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3. Tur CoMming or Curist. Il Peter, ch. 3
a. The Certainty. Ch. 3:1-7

1 This is now, beloved, the second epistle that I write unto
you; and in both of them I stir up your sincere mind by
putting you in remembrance; 2 that ye should remember the
words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and
the commandment of the Lord and Saviour through your
apostles: 3 knowing this first, that in the last days mockers
shall comne with mockery, walking after their own lusts, 4
and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for, from the
day that the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of the ¢reation. 5 For this they
wilfully forget, that there were heavens from of old, and an
earth compacted out of water and amidst water, by the word
of God; 6 by which means the world that then was, being
overflowed with water, perished: 7 but the heavens that now
are, and the earth, by the same word have been stored up
" for fire, being reserved against the day of judgment and
destruction of ungodly men.

The return of Christ and the establishment on earth of
his perfected Kingdom has been the blessed hope of the
Church through all the passing centuries. In writing his
First Epistle, this hope was continually used by Peter as an
inspiring motive for patience in suffering and for fidelity
in the performauce of duty. In this Second Epistle, the
same truth also is so continually in mind that the two
letters have commonly been called the “Epistles of Hope.”

Thus as he begins this third chapter, Peter states that
his purpose in writing is to remind his readers of the teach-
ings of apostles and prophets concerning the return of
Christ, and specifically of their prediction that, as the
present age drew to its close, men would appear who would
ridicule the very idea of a second advent: *“knowing this
first, that in the last days mockers shall come with mock-
ery, walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is
the promise of his coming?” As their appearance had
teen predicted thus in connection with the Lord's return,
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the very existence and words of such scoffers proved the
truth which they attempted to deny.

It may be noted that there is a very modern accent in
the two grounds on which their denial is based: first, the
lapse of time since the promise was made; and second, the
improbability of its fulfillment: “for, from the day that
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from
the beginning of the creation.” That is to say, first, our
Lord had suggested that his return might be at an early
date, and now practically a generation had passed away,
at least most of the early fathers of the Church were dead,
and as Christ had not returned there must be some mis-
take about his promise or the common interpretation of
his promise; he had .not come, 0, the scoffers concluded,
he would not come.

The second objection sounds quite as familiar to-day:
“all things continue as they were from the beginning of the
creation’; that is to say, law is uniform, miracle is impos-
sible, the sole process in the universe is evolution, the super-
natural is inconceivable; the return of Christ with its
attendant circumstances is absolutely miraculous, catas-
trophic, supernatural; therefore it is the foolish dream of
fanatics and not worthy the serious thought of men of en-
lightenment and culture.

This second objection Peter at once discusses; the
first he meets in the next paragraph. As to the *‘uni-
formity of nature,” is it true that there has been no divine
act, no “supernatural intervention?” Do not these
scoffers “wilfully forget” and stubbornly neglect certain
known facts? How did the world come into being, and
how was the “process of evolution” begun; were these not
“by the word of God?” Or, how about the flood? was it
not by this same divine Word that “the world . . . being
overflowed with water, perished?’ If God sent a deluge
to punish a guilty world, is it not possible that Christ may
appear in flaming fire to punish the ungodly and to deliver
his saints?

This seems to be the argument of Peter. Of course his
fanguage is figurative. It is certain that the flood did not
destroy the heaven and ‘the earth; of this abburd state-
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ment Peter is guilty if words must be taken literally. So
when Christ comes he will not destroy the earth. Fire is
4 syinbol of divine ;udgment and of purification. Just
“what the figures of speech imply will always be a matter
of controversy and conjecture; but as to the fact of our
Lord’s return there need be no doubt It is established,
as Peter declates, by the words of “the holy prophets”
and of “the Lord and Saviour” himself. These words
must be studied with patience, and expounded with care,
and defended with charity; but in days of deepest dark-
ness they are, to men of “sincere mind’" and simple faith,
stars of hope, pointing to the dawn and the glorious
appearing of the King.

b, The Time and Circumstances. Ch. 3_:8-13

8 But forget not this one thing, beloved, that one day is
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as
one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as
some count slackness; but is longsuffering to you-ward, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should come to
" repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief;
in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise,
and the elements shall be dissolved with fervent heat, and the
earth and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
11 Seeing that these things are thus all {o be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought ye to be in o holy living and godli-
ness, 12 looking for and earnestly desiring the coming of the
day of God, by reason of which the heavens being on fire shall
be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?
13 But, according to his promise, we look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

While the blessed hope of their Lord’s return kas been
the stay and comfort of his followers in every age, there
have always been men, even within the Church, who have
ridiculed the doctrine as an idle fancy, a chimera, a dream.
There were such men in the days of Peter, and he writes
his Second Epistle to warn his readers against these
teachers of unbelief; such teachers exist to-day, and ex-
press polite surprise that any persons could be so lacking
in intelligence as to expect a literal, visible, glorious
reappearing of Jesus Christ; such have been predicted -



106 SECOND PETER 11 Peter 3:8-13

to appear “in the last days,” and their scoffing will make
them unconscious witnesses of the fact they deride. ~

In the earlier verses of this chapter, Peter has indicated
that such unbelief was not due to any lack of prediction
on the part of Christ or of the prophets and apostles, but
was due to the long delay in the fulfillment of the promises;
no one who reads the New Testament questions the fact
that the early Christians expected the return of the Lord,
and regarded it as possible in their own day; “but,” say
these doubters, “the early Church was evidently mistaken;
the prediction has been discredited by these ages of delay.”
To such Peter makes his memorable reply: “But forget
not this one thing, beloved, that one day is with the Lord
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”
That is to say, tlme is purely relatwe, and what seems a
fong delay ™ to man is not Tong in the mind of the Eternal;
to hif the issues —of a-single da'y'are permaneiit, endless,
‘ s—of 4 thouSafid years are present, real,
already passing beforé him, -

“Thus to the charge of a long delay, Peter replies, first,
that men are poor judges of the length and shortness Qf»
time owhich divine counsels are concerned; be replies,
in the next piace, that WHAT, even in human Judgment is
a long delay is occasioned by a wise and gracious purpose:
“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise,” not un-
mindful, not indifferent to his word, “but is longsuffering
0 you-ward not wishing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance”; if he delays his judgment,
it is that men, even the readers of this epistle, may have
time to repent and to accept the salvation he has provided
in Jesus Christ.

In the third place, Peter states that the long delay
should not make men careless or lull them into a false
security, for “the day of the Lord will come as a thief.”
The mere fact that events seem to be taking their usual
course, or have so continued for ages, is no proof that the
Lord will not return. By the world the event will be un-
expected; the time is always uncertain; the Jack of ex-
pectation on the part of believers is a predxcted sign that
the coming may be near.
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It is folly to ‘“‘set the time”’ for the Lord’s return, or to

; e¥ S scure passages of Scripture a _predics
“fion of the exact date of his coniing; NEVertheless TNere are
Certain events and circumstances which will serve as signs
for those who are watchful, “Ye . . . are not in dark-
ness, that that day should overtake you as a thief,””
wrote Paul to the Thessalonian believers. Of these cir-
cumstances Peter mentions only the physical convulsions
which precede and attend the appearing of Christ. The
language he employs is highly figurative and when taken
literally leads to strange conclusions. He borrows his
figures from the last two chapters of Isaiah and from the
Eighteenth Psalm; the latter is describing a severe storm,
as it declares that ‘‘the foundations of the world were
laid bare”; so Peter declares, **The earth and the works
that are therein shall be discovered” [margin]. Isaiah
described the blessedness of the return from captivity,
that was to be, for the Jews, like enJoymg “new heavens
and a new earth.” In no case does it mean that the com-
. ing of the Lord is {6 0850y this earth. Wwhen Peter de-
-ciares THat “the heavens shall passdWay with a great noise,
and the elements shall be dissolved with fervent heat, and
the earth and the works that are therein shall be burned
’ he is merely referring to the “signs” attending the
coming of Christ to which the Master himself referred when
he said: “‘the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall
not give her light, and the stars shall be falling from
heaven, and the powers that are in the heavens shall be
shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in
clouds with great power and glory.” “But when these
things begin to come to pass, look up, and lift up vour
heads; because your redemption draweth nigh.” Peter
is merely giving a picture of coming judgments. The
issue of these convulsions, whatever their nature, is “new
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous-
ness’’; not a_new globe, for the nations of the world are
y pictured as still here; &5 in Isalah and the two closin
“ChApters of the Bible, the ‘new earth Is this same old
orld, purified, glorified, vedeemed, and the scene of
righteousness and blessedness and universal peace.
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¢. The Consequent Exhortations, Ch. 3 : 14-18

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for these things,
give diligence that ye may be found in peace, without spot and
blameless in his sight. 15 And account that the longsuffer-
ing of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul
also, according to the wisdom given to him, wrote unto you;
16 as also in all kis epistles, speaking in them of these things;
wherein are some things hard to be understood, which the
jgnorant and unstedfast wrest, as they do also the other
scriptures, unte their own destruction. 17 Ye therefore,
beloved, knowing these things beforehand, beware lest,
being carried away with the error of the wicked, ye fall from
your own stedfastness. 18 But grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him
be the glory both now and for ever. Amen.

The purpose of Peter is intensely practical. He has
written of the return of Christ not to arouse idle specula-
tion or to occasion bitter disputes but to make better men
and women. Two facts he makes perfectly clear: Christ,
will come, the result will be a reign of righteousness:.
bt 88" the comung is attended with judgment, “what

“THAnHer of persons ought we €6 be i all holy living and
godliness,”” should we not be “looking for and earnestly
desiring the coming of the day of God?” Thus Peter
argues. We may not be able to interpret all his symbols,
or to understand all that the ““day of God” will contain,
but the exhortations of the apostle are clear; he makes our
duty plain.

Thus, as he brings the epistle to a close, Peter gives two
parting injunctions: one is to steadfastness, the othei-tq
spifitual growth. ‘‘Wherdfore, beloved, seeing that ve
[ock 157 "théss things, give diligence that ye mayv be
found in peace”; the return of Christ should not occasion
restless excitement but calm confidence; it should impel
us to lives of purity that we may be “without spot and
blameless in his sight,” for if we are expecting the bride-
groom we should keep our garments white and clean. We
should remember that if he delays his coming it is to give
us an opportunity to accept and to proclaim his salvation,
even as Paul has written in his epistles; these epistles are
inspired and to be accepted as holy Scripture, but they
gontain passages hard to understand which men who are
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ignorant of spiritual truth and eager to find an excuse for
sin have misinterpreted so as to allow themselves license
which is destroying their souls. We have been warned in
advance of the evil influences of false teachers, and of the
peril of turning from the truth; we therefore should stand

firm and steadfast. We should ‘‘grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and-Saviour Jesus Chyist.” This

can be possible, as Peter has shown us, only by daily and

diligently developing the virtues which we have seen re-

vealed in our Lord, and by continually dwelling upon his

Xord. "“'To him be the glory both now and for ever.
men.
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF

JOHN

Are vou certain that vou are a Christian?
scious of feilowship with the Father and wit
Are you confident that by faith in Cheist you hav
“born agsin” and that vou are a true “chil
To answer such guestiors this epistle was ©
Wmer states his purpose guite clearly:
I written unto vou, that ve mav know th
fife, even unto vou that believe on the na
God,”" The phrase “eternal life” does 1
endless existen e it denotes not only the
zhe kind, of life} it suggests a relation, 5o} |
55{30& it describes the life revealed in (0
by those who put their trust in him

The assurance that one has this “life”

of the Bon of
viean merely
gth, BUE
“1jncé_ml el
and shared

is not mystical

or mysterious. The an&iedge is base Jon gr«')und.;
which are simple and pzam They are v thiee:
faith and ug,‘z eousness and fo¥E,  THeY Lo&spond to

"i%rwz great aflirmations in reference to CGd made by the
writer: “God is lght," “He is righteous,” “God is love.”
1f such is the nature of the Father, then his children will
be like him: thev will believe in his & Son who is ‘'the
light of the world”; they will be righteous “even as he is
Lighteoun s they MII love the chud"en of God’'; and th@}
will Ylove God and do his commandments.” Thu&, belief
.fmd slght’COu‘\.’t’li‘b‘n and love are declared fg Lg@,,g,a,.,

Yeternal fife.” "They can be absent from “the experience
of no real Christian,

The epistle, however, is much more than & mere series of
tests, So conscicus are we of the metrfechon of our
faith and holiness and love, that such tests
plied in such a way as to tease and tor
'foilm'er of Christ. The writer alms to com
encourage. He wishes to assure the hublest
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that “eternal iife” is their present possession, and to urga
them t¢ manifest more an(‘ more fully racteristion
and its gualities. These “tests of life’ are ot intende]
to gratify morbid introspection, nor to encourage our selfs
rrgh:couane;ﬁ, nor to enable us to criticize and condemn
others. The purpose of the letter is to give io believers a
happy contficcence in their blessed state, to eneble them 10
appreciate their marvelous privileges, and eNCOUTags:
them to a faithiul performance of their dut to o fulles
development of life, and to 2 more perfect fellowship with
(10&,

The writer has another purpose, closely rels

ted and

equally pracrical: he desires to warn his readers against
certain prevalent errors of belief and practice.  Thers wera
whao “‘went
{s truly

those who once had been professed Christians
out” from the Church, who denied that our
{God and truly man, at once human and divine
false teaching they apparently added the perilous ¢
that one who was Ie\mg in sin might still be “sp
and a “child of God.” So dangercus were such teachery
S0 truly hostile to Christianity, that the writer calls them

“antichrists’ and declares that they have no fellowship
with the Father or the Son. They are not “of God™y
they are “of the world.”

This Litle word “of” is quite significant. Like “in*
it is one of the most important words of the Pplsti«f-
©Of" denotes origin, nature, source, likeng ireh, thug,
one who is of on s born of God, 1Q like 3 umfwﬂ"ﬂ
of G{ﬁ “In” signifies “union with,’ " permanent indwell-
ing, “fellowship™: thus, as believers in Christ, we arz urged

“abide in him,” and are assured that “we are in him that
is true.”

These little words, used in connection with such leading
rerms as "God” and “ihe world,” “light and darkness,”
“love” and “hate,” ald in forming ‘[hL wtrmmg contra
which characterize the epistle, and, as already intimated,
they summarize in large measure the content of thc epistie
W hich concerns the life of those who are described either as

“in him,” ana 80 ]m\mg fellowship with God, or as “'of

God"” and sp “children of God.” The style of the epistle
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1. Tae L1

E ETERxAL, Reveavnn v Carisr,
1

I John 114

1 That which was from the beginning, that which we have
neard, that which we have seen with our ey

bebeld, and ou ds handled, concerning the Vﬁn‘d of
iife 2 {and the life was manifested, and ve peen, and
bear witness, and declare unte vou the 1 fife.
whick was with the
3 that which we have seen and heard d
aiso, that ye algo meay have fellowship wi
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son [
& and these things we Wntey that our joy may b

The writer al this
but when we't
of the Gospel o
and as we read on
phrases, tik san

sistle makes no mention ¢ name;
these opening senten
nowe are struck with the
both compx witions, we fin
uiound thou

A
similarity;
1 the same
Tie umqvm
m\l“ that t

author dhm
ciple whom Jesus L wed, Jr>'1n rhc S0l 0‘
brother of James.  He s an old man now. Hig
ment on the lonelv isle of Patmos is past, and
ably residing in Ephesus, caring for the
revered as the last surviving member of
apos It is this consciousness of his ped
t0 Christ which gives to his epistic its prev mhrm note of
authority. The L‘m is full oi tenderness and aftractnon,
vet his quiet words are delivered with an imphicatic
they are infallible ard final, and that from th:
be no appeal.  Apgstolic authority is now
it is ev er}W“ re assumed, It s wlrm tob
are reading the inspired words of the man
most intimate and beloved companion of our Lo
days of his earthly ministry.

Nor are the readers specified or described, Of all the
“geaeral” or “catholic” cpiatle\ this wiﬂ‘ tie
obv mualy written )Cg)l' ( hnsmdnb in general {
in the “whole world.” "That it is written to
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continually implied, and is definitely uta “These
things have I W ritten unto you ... thar believe
name of the Son of God.”  No matter in what o
province thev mav have Hved to whom these lines first
came, it is evident that their message come a personal
appeal to believers in every land and age.

The theme at cnce rrgsts attention. Lt is life. or more
definitely, eternal life. The term dengtes not merely
endless exisiencs, but 'i:he life of God e an T siis

Clhrist, und hared by all who putt ‘mr tr
does not mean t that believers become “diy
of the being of God, but they do possess a new moral ]If[i“‘
its source isin \3()(1 its channe! is { b, its fssues are good-
ness : Bo m< arable is this lfe from Christ, that
he is called "the Word of life.”” In him svas maruh?‘"l,@d
thar life which was dmeless and which he possesse
zrernal fellowship with the Father. Tha hich the ¢
tles have known of this life “from the i”wrmm ung,” t
which they “have heard.”

that \wh;ch t}ll"‘ “have sw»n
with their eves. that which they “beheld” and their
“hands handled.” that is to form the burden Lf this
tess letter of life.
he purpose of the epistle is that
fife revealed, the readers may hax 2
apostles in their a surance as paria i 1
apprec jation of its privileges, in their ax,cwmplm‘lmem tof
its duties. The fellow ship which the apostles enjov is
more than mere human comnpanionship and intimacy, it is
a fellowship “with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ.” To promote and perfecf stich fell aaw.f:,htp, the
urncr declares, will make his jov ull and com p! lete.
dn te then that in his introduc chr makes
; ¢ life, true life, eternal Jj fats
This is the highest possible experi-

Dlam the
fallowship
ence for the human soul.
Further, he shows that this feliowship is pessible only
Lhmuah faith in Christ, who is himself the Manifestation
the life of God, or as John calls hiniy, “the Word of life.”
P‘wam John declares t’rm Christ to be 'irw“]» and hum g
aven “from the beginning” he has been in

meless, vital
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relation with the Father, but he has been reves ‘(,d as truly
man who could be seen and heard. Helisaris , for
John refers to his being “handled" in iangaa ve which
reminds us definitelv of the scene in that upper room at
the close of the resurrection dayv.

We are further reminded that faith in this Christ is not
& matter of credulity or mysticism or superstition. _Faith
is belief founded upoi evidence. The apostles wers men
of reason, they had the witness of their senses, they had
abundant opportunity for investigating the fa They
testified that which they had seen and heard. There isan
interesting climax in the order of the expressions used by
John; they heard what was at a distance, they saw what
was nearer, they beheld what was closer still, their “hands
handled” the divine Lord who stood in their mi&sﬂ:. S0
too, for such as follow him, {‘ﬂc divine Christ becomes sver
more real as they find in him eternal life and fellowship
with God.

Further still may note that the highest fellowship
among men iz thet which comes from accepting Christian
§ Mo other communion is so intimate, and no other
onships s¢ inspiring as those which are hased
on a vieal faith in Christ.

Fzmlw WP may note that t‘he dnepe:st :mrrce of § joy is
BrVice cen 1§§_m___w_
o o

I

o f@llows’h.;p Wlth tf'_.,

.in bmwmg Othﬂr‘s ]
hrist.”” By such servi

vith his Bod’ jewy »
mav be made fuil.’
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2. Tug LiFe oF FELLOWSHIP Wird GO,

Ch.1:3t02:29

a. Tested by Righteousness. Ch. 1:85to 2 : 8

1:8 And this is the megsage which we have ]
and announce unto you, that God is Lght, and
darkness at all. & If we say that we have fellows
ané walk in the darkness, we Itey and do got the sl’ﬂl’ ki ‘tmi
i we wallr in th 'gh‘, 2g¢ hie is in the hgrhl, wa have fe‘l oW
ship one with amrme” and the blood of Jesus Bon dleans-
eth us from all sin. 8 I we say that we hav n, we e~
ceive surselves, and the truth is mot in us, # we confess
pur sins, he ful and righteous to forgive us our wing,
apd to cleanse us ig 10 If we say
that we have not g s word is
m)tt *"ﬂ Ls“

nned, we makehimal

wWE h
hieoms: ’:‘.
and not for ours o
,ém Y‘zever‘y we &mow tl.l

the love of
in h“*x B

{his fe;’-m“le}
th:nﬁ from a L\nm',
Christ, ﬁnd as
In the later 1 :
issuing from a new

the childre

seribed as
believers hecome
r. and through the f >
“erernal life” which is puww
wrded as a divine fellowship,

ith his purpose John a

his hle.  If one has fellewsh

by

e suggests
TP LA
ip with God he
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will have accepted el that God has revealed in Christ,
and will be liv ng in v accord with this f'cvelatm . He will
be like God: but what i1s GCod like? “God i': ib“ht "
This great trum underlies all that the fArsc tws
contain.  Light s tne most beaurilul
thing in ihe wotld. it is the sy m‘) i
and truth. The main function of
revcal, and the writer has 1n mind Llul'll“
ti{m of God, when he declares that “the message

have heard” from Christ {s this: "God iz light, and in }nm
are 1o have fellowes

is no éqrwew 1t al Therciore, if w
ship with God, 1t is evident that sL : “wall in the
light.”  "This means that we must b 16, and must

and must believe in ]
1ess s the frst test of fr*”kwhip with
as that the p<‘ae'\f of be ‘ng a. Christian
is fou e leads. Yet the applicalion of this
test is more fhh(u lt than may at first appear. [t may
ult iz discouragement or in self-deception. 5
Christians are so conscious of sin that if “iu‘rh"“ :
the test, they mav conclude that they hav
with God. others are so certain of {
that, as righteousness is the test of mazh f(“:w owsh‘p, tlhey
conclude they have no siu. .
It is reassuring then to find that as joha appi

test, first negatively and then positively. the £
tion cenrers in the consciousness of sin, as the
centers in the doing of righteousness, That is to sav
we walk in the light which God has revealsd, we

fail to be aware of our sinfulness. fThe gre:

ua\‘e been most painfully conscious of their impe
it iz true, however, that sin has not been the pw DOsE §
fntent of their lives. One who refuses to accept the morsl
Hght revealed in Christ, and whe is unwilling te ohey that
light, cannot have {ellowship with God: “If w
we have fellowship with hm and walk in the dar
ie, and do not the wuth,”  John mentions *
falsehoods, and t contrasred truth To say tha
is a Christian, while he is walking in dackness, iz 2 lie
this “walling in darkness’” does not mean necessarily

iove one anotier
hLIb rmhtm

§

i
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e

five in vice or immorality, but to pursue the daily task
without reference to the will of God, to live according tO
worldly standar to seek selfish goals, to exclude the
light offered in Christ; this is to make impossible our fel-
«OWahip with God.

In comtrast with this falsehood, Johu states the unexe
pected wuth, not that if we walk in the light we have
fellowship with God, which would have Lcm: a natura]
conclusion to lhis sentence, but this rel thaf

uch a walk insures fellowship with othe
continual cleansing from the daily s
Lomcioub.,

This first falsehood, then, consists in saying
matter of no consequence, that a man can Bve w
regard to the will of God and still enjoy fe ‘»“‘"}hlp with
God,

The second of these {alsehoods which men are tempted
to utter declares that we are not responsible for sin.  “If
we sav that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is mot in us.,””  Here John protests not only against
the theories of hiz own day which taught thatl evil resided
inmatter and is not a concern of the spirit, but also ag
the materialists of our own day who ins that sin |
guestion of body, or mind, an affection the brain, a
resuit of inheritance or surroundings, a (ommw-ru m'
edukzuon or soclal customs.,  John deglare
- the human will, and that ft_in olx:egg‘ ‘mg‘x,.,_,t,n,,
howe er, hat F

'if we co 1f suoufams, em

A thfé fa se view whicha x,hmsuab is tempf"ed to takeof
%1 mself denites that in his own case sin exists.  As to this.
claim of sinlessness jonn declares, "1 we | at we bave
not sinned, we mak® him a liar, and his wor St ue,
Eif ain L uni ersal, however, there is lKE

E T The writer does not mgn
,im;li@m one who has blﬂ.ﬂ.f.tda
hings write I unto yvou that
ma:o sin, we hav

SHCQUERES
Ty Tit IZLE‘,
ve may not

with the
the pro-
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pitiation for our sins; and not for ocurs ouly, but also
the whole world.”  The provision is thus tm}ﬁ‘
cession, and pr(vpitzatl()r). ihe let xxor\ﬁ. ingd
sacrifice in virtue of which sin is “covered”
is removed, Just before, we were told that the |
jpsus mn Son =:lear‘ seth us from all sin,”” and fur thm‘ the
God “is faithful and raghteous to forgive us our si
to dea%e us from all unrighteousness.” %o our Lhoughf
here is led to the atoning work of Christ. By means of
his death, sin is pardouned, the barrier is removed, and
fellowship with God is restored. Christ‘ s al
“Advocate”; fhis is the beautiful word “P
“Comforter”; it defines one who stands ne
help, and particularly to plead one’s cause. .
T to secure our pardmr for he 15 ¥ irhtcou»  an
with the Father whe loves us and who himself
Son to be the Saviour of the world,”
It is evident then that Walking in the light Involves a
»OanZOJ\ﬂeag of sin as mo:ral cui}t and as interr Eptm@ o
fellowship with God; but it also invoives an effpe rice of
;ardon conditioned on our repentance and confession and
upon t'ne ﬁeati; and intercession of Christ.
Yetr this x&aikmg in the light” mdudes Xy
recog nition of what i is true, but the doing of wk
wwledge of God, or lellow sh.sp with God

“sent the

positively by obedience to the divine comman “And
hereby we know that we know him. if we keep his com-
mandments.,” No boasted acquaintance with sacred

‘-;mths. no glib aceeprance of a lengthy mfxd,, are proofs

f divine fellowship, “‘Ha that Ldlth I know him, and
sﬁepéth not his comma \ 7
s not in him)”  Reéal fellowshin with bad'"' 5
Je\ eloped his love for us and our Jove for hi m, is jp roved
JV doing his will: “Whoso keepeth his wurd in him v enly'

andments, is a ]1ar a1t

hath the love of God been verfected.” Even zs Christ
was ever delighting to do the will of his Father, so our
claim of & continuing fellowship with Guo will be attested

it

by our faithful following of Christ: “He that saith he
abideth in him ought himself alsn to walk eves as he
walked.”
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b, Tested by Love. Ch. 2 :%i¥

7 Beioved, no new commandment write [ unto you, buf an
old commandiment which ye had from the begiuning: the
old commandment is the word whick ve heard, 8 Agasi
new commandment write I unto you, whith thing Is { E
him and in you; because the dﬁ’,""ﬁ.leaﬂ is pasxmg away,
and the true already shinsth, 9 He Ul& saith he is in
the light and hateth his brother, is in the dariness even uniil
now, 10 He that loveth his brother abided 1
theve iz no occasion of stumbling in kim.
hateth his brother is in the darkness, and walk
ness, and knoweth not whither he ‘706«1.,' heca
pness hath blinded his eyes.

12 I write unio you, iny little children, Lam&a &
are forgiven you for s name’s sake. 13 I write unio you,
fathers, because ye know him who is from the beginnipg, 1
write unto Jyou, young men, because ye have puercomes the
evil one. I have written unte you, litle children, bec ause
ye know the Fataer. 14 I have written unte y: i1, fathets, be-
cause ve know him whoe is from the beginning, [ have writ-
ten untc you, young men, because ve are
word of God abideth in you, and ye have ¢ 3
gne. 15 Love wct the world, neither the fhicgs that are
tae world., If sny man love the world, the love of the Futher
is not in him. 16 For all that iz in the world, the lust of the
flesh and the lust of the eyes and the walug of life, is
not of the Father, but ts of the world. ¥ the world
sasseth away, and the lust thereof: buf be that doeth the
will of God abideth for ever.

38 your sins

One who is walking in the light revesled by Christ will
not only do what is right in refraining from sin, he will also
keep the great commandmenr of love which F‘hn': gave
and himeell Tulfitled. Love is an inevitable t ellowr-
ship with God. In applving the test of vi ghtaousn the’
writer showed that it is manifested negatively in the
consciousness and confession of sin, and pesittvely in the
peruepti on and performance of duty. So in dealing 'with
this sncond test, he sho\ 5 that it consists, positively, in
joving one's wmther {vs. 7-11) and, negatively, in not
foving the world (vs, 12-17}.

in introducing this test John does not name il; he does
however use a new term to describe his readers; he calls
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them “Beloved,” and ithus expresses love when a
gncourage love. He designates his subject by cal
the “commandment’” which is at once “old’ and new.

Since their first acquaintance with Christ his rollowera had
known that the grear law of life was love, e xloses,
centuries hefors fad set forth Tove as embodving and
'*omﬁrehendmg all lose.  Christ, how;‘ er. had given to
love a new standard and a new motive. His followers
were to love une another as he had loved f’“ en, and [or his
sake., In themr and in him love was | 3 real ex-

pressions as John wrices, “whick thir i ]

*'],d
in you.”  He is the more eager to ren nd his *‘em:‘l,c:rs- of
this commandment, because e ligh the gospel
reveals. the light of Uod's real natu 3 upei&iu? tho
darkness of moral ignerance; and as un |
of that light is love, the followers of Chr
themselves ther they are walking in the §
the “old” conmandment which has become "7

This test is not ditheult to apply: "“He that saitk
in the om and hareth his brother, 15 in J\erﬂ&brm PM"I'{

until now.”  Even ﬂm agh one hoasts his
enment, oven 111(\’ thc tI‘LC hsm
about him, i f
darkness. fov efh his brothu db dv*}‘
Bight, and there iz no occasion of stumbling
that is, Lﬂuc 15 nothing in his heart and disposit
may occasion him to stumble and fall, no anger or pride
or envy or thirst for revenge. These perils one voids
who walks in the light of love. On the other hand “he
that hateth his brother is in the darkness, end waketh
in the darkness, and knoweth not whither he soeth,
bzcause the darkness hath blinded his eyes” Gurely
nothing 15 so blind as hatred; it conceals fig Y
fauvits, and the virtues of others. It keeps us i
of our moral peril and indifferent to the cor
our deeds. No one who lves under the powerof hatred,
nc one who fails 10 obey the impulse of love, can claim
{ellowship with God, for “God s love.”

Before turning to the negative application of this text,
to explain why he speaks so earnestly, or {o prepare the
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way for his solemn warning against the |
John makes a sixiold statement of the s
and attainments of those to whom he is wrif
in effect that the reason for his message is not any o
as to their Christian standing or progress, but rather to
encourage them to further achievements and to cauticn
them agalnst temptations from which even they cannot be
free. This statement brings to modern readers of this
upx% J;e "enunﬂef that \\e are urz:e€ 10 d@ t"ﬂmeou me s

u(}d. (md
eges such
t even such
d ‘“Le' :

are see

DErsons As are c deacxibed are not bey
of the perilous ahuvemems and fascination:

The reasons combined in this sixfold
arranged in two parallel series of three

]‘ h@ first

in each series is addressed to the read zeneral, the
gsecond to the more mature readers, and ‘hird to the

yvounger among them. “Little children’ is the term which
Lhe writer applies to all his readers, to whom he stands in
the affectionate relation of a spiritual father.  He declares
that ne i g to them “because vour sins are forgiven
Yot for his name's sake.”  Itisc easy 1o see w thlfs »tavlds
frst. 7he forfflveness of sins is the initial and &
experience of a Christian; it is the supren
soul; it 1s the absolute condition of {el
and the main message of the epistle b been cor rr
with the provision for this Dazdon in the “‘blood,” the
“oleans ng " the advocacy, the “‘propitiation,” of Jesus
’z:hi'isaﬂ
The second reason for addressing all his readers is this:
“because ye know the Father.” This kaowledge is made
possible through Christ; it Is the very essence of “sternal
life”; it is capeble of continual developmens, but, like
wess of sins, it is an experience common o all

Christians.

When John turns to address the more mature among his
readers, he calls them “fathers,”and in each i
resson assigned is this: “‘because ve know h 11 W]« 0
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from the beginning.” The reference is lu Christ,
suggestion is thai through him comes the knowledge of
God, and that this knowledge incma&-es in irs depth and
fullness by the experiences of life, by the pressure of
preblems, by the stress of sorrows, by the changes and
mysteries of the passing years.

The other special group of readers whom John addresses
are the “young men.”  He declares that he writes to them
\mth the full conscicusness that they “are strong,’’ that
“the word of God abideth” in them, and that they “have
gvercome the evil one,”  Itisfor this very reason that he
can summon them to further conflict in the battle against

“the world” and all its enticements,  For such a struggle
they are prepared; they have been given divir
’zhe word of God is their Weaporn, and they :
tn the victories already won against the deadly
their souls,

To readers such as these John may well gr ve his great
exhortation. Those who "know the Father” are reacy to
heed the warning, “Love not the world”; those whe Lm)w
the eterngl, changeless Christ are prepared to resist tl
alluring seductions of time which so soon are passing a Way3
those who have overcome the Evil an are ready to with
stand his familiar forms of attack in “the lust of the
fiesh and the lust of the eves and the vainglory of life.,”

When the writer speaks here of “the world,” he, of
course, dees not refer to the beantiful world of nabure, with,
fts changing seasons, its \unhgnt and flowers, its moun~
tains, seas, and summer skies. Nor does he refer to the
complex world of huran relationships, with its duties and
joys, its {riendships, its Cirug&les, its triumphs, arud its
tears. He refers to “the world” of unbelieving ymen and
women, to the soclety of the unspiritual an

This is “the world” we are not to love. Wt &Lt
wburt its favors, not to follow its customs, not &
maxims, not to covet its prizes. “If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him.” The Christ-
lews world has always been opposed 1o the will of Ged, It
would be impossible for the heart to be set upon “the
world,” and at the same time to be filled with hove for the
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#ather, F or wwhat are the three main ele

life?  First, ' J;lva fust of the flesh,”” by ¥
the natural appetites of the body which
unlawf s which seek to enaia\“ »e(‘fm@ly,
there is ‘éhe Tust of the eyes,” the appeal w %m is made
t¢ the msthedt sense, 1o the mind, to the imagination,
when this appeal is divorced from ail thought of Gord and
from all cbedience 1o Christ. Even the love of beauty
and the love of knowledge may prove to be worldly sub-
stitutes for the love of God.

Lastly there is “the voinglory of life,” the pride of place
and possessions, the LOQ]lb}" sense o fbee:ur‘
tion in things <
gratification i
these are "not of the 1‘&1 er, but they form the familiar
features of the world.”

On many grounds it would be casy
“love of the world” which exciudea

sute of v o(rld
Imh; l

T x,ndmm the
e the

Father”; John mentions but one, and sclen eclares
the '**1sdux of & contrary choice: “And th d passeth

1 the will of

away, and the lust thcreﬁ‘f ¢ bug he that ¢
(iod abideth for ever.”

Tested by Belief, Ok, 2 3 18

the last bour: and a8
. even now have thers arise
we YPwW f_Hat it zs ’f‘w lagt

i heard that
nany amnti-
. 19 They
) 'my hiel been
¥ went ouf,
¥ ot of us.
20 And ye b ne, znd ye know
all things. 21 1 have not written unte you becswse ye lknow
: the \tmﬂn but because ye know it, and becanse no le
22 ‘W«-e is the liar mn‘ he that fcm@th that

wotld 7 h ug: b it
bt be made smanifest that i
& ar anointing from thc Holy

¢
i

[
p=

w5
o
o
4
E

3‘

'—‘T“atr m and ; 23 W Tiomn
e hath not the Father: he that
the Father alse. 24 As for vou, ief that abide in
A,W*zd from the ! ’cegvmmza I that which ye
megmnmw abide in you, ye also shall Mnde
in the Father., 25 And

18

ed us, gven the lifz sternal.

in the am7 and
which he prog
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nave I written unto you conecerning them that would lead you
astray. 27 And as Jor you, the ancinting which ya re:
of him abideth in you, and ye need not that aay one 1
you; but as his anointing tea«::‘lem youn concerning all t
! true, and is no le, and even as it {favght yo
in him. 28 And now, sy little children, abids |
if he shall be mani d, we may have Doldnes
ashamed before him at his coming., 29 If ve know
sighteous, ye know that every cne alse that dvmiﬁ
xess is begotten of hix

John had just ; »
“the world.” Pe ref] ”red o the f‘lme of rhn present age,
to the coming of Christ, and the consecuent -
order in which lust Qmﬁ %mmnc md \ul”it“' are
trolling yrma inles. = may be
near: “Lirtle children, It 1= th(, laﬂt hm Lf’ e proof is
found in the present unbelie! and opposition fo
~t has been nrodu‘tec that wnm‘ Christ returns th
he in existence & “man of sin,” “the beast,” th
christ,” whom the Lord will destrov.  The manifestation
of this anuichristian spiricis a sure sige that his coming may
not be far distant: ¢ heard that antichrist corusth, sven
now have there arisen many antichrists; whereby we know
that it is the last heur”  These “antichrists” John sees
in the persons of the false teachers who have withdrawn
f;oﬂ he Church. f‘”h*iv w"Lhdu\mI iz a sure proof that
Lnev never shared in the real life and fellowship of the
Chrisdan cormmunion; ozm>m1-c they never would have
en awav: ““They went out from us, but they
of us: forif ’thé} had been of us, they would ha
with us.””  Their going out, however, is provident
is o real benelit fo the Church: “They went o 14t they
might be made manifest that they all are not of us.”
The peril to the Church was much greater befors the
fact was thus manifested that none of these false teachers
wag a real Christian,

John insists, however, that even had t hhe»e false
sors remained in the Church, his readers would have
detected them; for the Holy Spirit a.bmmg it dll
believers gives te them sure knowledge of the viral tru

e

A

e profes
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which these apostate teachers deny.
meant by the statement: “And ve have an
Holy One, and ve know all things, Spirit
vorn error; and

LE
enables one to distinguish essential truth
surely these have nothing in common "because no lie is
of the truth.

The special errcr against which the readers are warned
relates to the person of Lhnst “Who s the liar but he
that denieth that Jesus is the Christ?” Bj.f the term
“Christ” is meant not merely the “AMessia ,.” i
by the Hebrew prophets, but the “"Son of f}r:h *he etm’n’d
“Word" of whom John wr ue:, To deny the
to deny that the “Word™ who “was God,” ”b
to deny that Jesus is at once the 1de‘;l Mlas
God, is the supreme lie: “"‘hac iz the
fast word denotes one who is opposed
pne who appears under the guise of Chyis
the p&rnicious and d(alusii'e inﬂuence o‘:E thoss

" “The
and also
intimates

¢ 4 denial of vthe

of God.” Such a dem I is said to mvolw
.a:hm and the Son, for if Jesus Christ was not Ged
“manitested in the flesh,”” as he claimed te be, then we have
116 full and saving revelation of God: “Whasoever denteth
the Son, the same hath not the Father: he that con-
fesseth the Son hath the Father also”
in view of the r)rex’a[enpe of such |
are Lrga,d to keep in their hearts,
v*uﬂ* concerning Christ which they have recel
inspired «lpwtls>~ for if that abides in them, suc
edge of God in Christ will result in fellowshi

IS

ot as John here affirms, in the life eternai.

se teaching, the
ortinually, the
from his
a kuowl-

Thus solemn is the v ‘ammg against the seductions of
false teachers. The p*‘@(‘ccmg paragraph was a warning
i34
e

e love of the

agaiost the alhirements of “the world.”  The
id not love

world was declared 10 be a pmof that cne
o~ - . AL A .
Cod, and so was not in fellowship with G here, dendal
of the truth concerning Christ is \i’f"“ai', £ ;'*(hcatw this

fack of divine seIlo\\shlp Belief 15 thug shown to be a
touchstone of character; itisa testof life. It is more thanr
an intellectual assent to truth; it has its mors) elementy

i
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as well: it consists in submission to a Baing who is holy
and divine. It iz a spiritual cxperience made ding
by the indwelling Spirit of God.  Therefore John again
reminds his readers of that “ancinting”” which they have
received, as a result of which theyv need not be froubled
by false teaching. Ve nu «d not that any one teach you,”
does not mean, however, that the readers T‘uw na need of
Christian instruction, as the former staten know
all things,” does not mean thar U ey are infail t doe:a
mean that the will ponder the gospel r

allow the Ho : to gmde thert, will
cnlargfno’ Lno edge and a joviul assurance of
concerning Christ as the divine Son of God.
closes thc paragraph with the exhortation (o
him; ;ha,t‘ if be mum‘;ﬂc% we may ha
ness, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.
This 3b1dznsz in Christ will be by faith, but alss by D-E}(,dh
snce. Phese are inseparable. Faith in Christ is a test of
‘ellowship with God, *)ut 80, too. arc holiness and love.
{herefore John can ad “Ye know that ev ery one also
that doeth righteousness i begotten of hiny” "[ha, best
w2y to assure our hearts, 50 that with joyful con

may expect the return of Christ, is to abide
foving trust and te do continually his holy wil

him sviti
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JOHN T John 3: 1-10

]

2 Twue Lore or rge Comwprey oFf Gon. Ch, 3:1 to 46
L 1e10

weth bestowed
:h;d en of ‘Lwod and

EERA W

. Tested by Righteoum

1‘ *tmc f"‘Lb‘;

g ot vat made manifest W‘natc ‘;?
,’f he s*’a?x e manifesied, we 5
for we shall se ewn as 1«@ is. d
fath this bop ki , even as he 1S pure.
4 Every one that doeth sin cmetn 2iso Aawles@n“f i
is lawlessness. 5 And ye know that Ix :
LaTre away sins; and in him is no Siﬁ.v

1 w‘msoewr sin

. e 7 f"j jittle

you astray: he &mt doeth righte ousTess D18, GYRILAS
e ghiteous: 8 hethat c*oeth sin is of the for the devil
ﬂizcae'ch from the baghning To this end was the Son of
God ma"uf»xs;ed vhat he mjgm d%”rrc,y tim oL ks of the

shall be, We
1 be like him;
AVery one that

am: };c cannot sz , |
s the o‘nldA en of God ar

dﬂlt‘ 1\
a d’\lil«,;.)lf‘ul,
God, they are
partake of h
This truth we

S O
Q&od ar > qey
e and are the "(:}him 0 of God.”
in the closing verse of the last chap-

:n‘whr \'\'('1 e regar ded as fc-tn’mg

7e"utrtn of him.
God troparts a new life, and al
L«t m this life 1s righteousness.

The fact is in itself surprising, astonishing: the apostle

cannot repress an exclamation of wonder: “Behold what
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s, that
tdd be

manner of love the Father hath bestowed upo
we should be called children of God” It
nated that tlm phrase “children of God" 1s di

“sovs of God,”  Payl more rwnmcnlx Hnrlwgc e,
fohn the ?orm{u The word ‘sons” deno position,

tes, birth,

ferm
here s
ovw éb::‘:!‘fzh :

rank, legal relatdonsitipy but “children” dens
mmn, oneness of nature: It is like the Ecol
”; 1‘E m& s “born ones.” The thoug!
i a commonly stated, but of
bm: of “regeneration.”  In the
tx to ail whe believe in Chrigt a ch
d\\paml,,lun a wpmtual experies
=0 vital thut he g not hesitate to call them his
dren,” to acknowledge them as such, and ¢
rreat them as such: s ma i
gave he the ri; ght to hocome chiidren of God. ¢
T at])nli}'\‘“ on his nanie: who were born, not

of the will of the ilesh. nor the wili of man, bu
ing these statements nia
myvereries involved, the reality
that John w 'l £ f**umcnrml

v to all men

s what jc) VRS g
Father of il men, and

ver it is dlm) t1 ue tl

2

0, 1o themn

rent to thern

sod, nor
d

gr eat 1
tiony
The words d Y

.sht( <hilg ‘
1~ true th

umun,“

> ruly horn ¢ ”C
e farherhood of *f od s
fh‘a\\:, £t *}lltl} T‘"a!‘ ugh

(thiidrcu
real ehile
tever fully <11> pre

irdd, are

Th
until o
the i E’houd €
iaum mern {1 1(1 the Father tirou

Insread of including
Cod,” John hyihat o
{rom  the

ferm shar my disi ir;;:uic
ol unbelieving men
i I»h{w‘ E’[h u 0

afl

3 i . 1eo=~ned
then tllaz the world has no
s and aims and character of the
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o

children of God™ who follow in his steps ©
iife.  True Christians will ever be mys
hevers. The difference, moreoyver, is destined to become
greater. Christians, as the children of God, are growing
in likeness to the Son of God: and “we know that, if he
shali be manifested, we shall be like bim; {or we shall see
him even as he 18”7 This blessed hope, to be realized at
vhe coming of Christ, concerns chiefly the character, the
disposition, the moral nature which will be mmfo med
and made perfect, by the direct and glorious vision of the
Msrd* vet it i’xdudm the transfiguration of the body 7, which
is to be “conformed to the body of his glory.”

All these experiences and pxi'fﬂweu belong to those
whom God calls his children; but who a
they be discer ned’ how will their naty
John replies: “And every one that hath ih
him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. : only
natural 10 suppose that one whose life s fixed upon Christ
will be fraitaring Christ, and pardculariy in the matter of
avoiding sin and of deing righreousness.  John enforces
this idea b by three or four considerations: first, by the
nature of sin; It is “lawlessness.” and one who 18 a child
of God surely will not disregard and defy the law of God;
secondly, by the nature of Christ and of his work: "He
was manifesied to take away sins; and in him is no sin’';

evidently then s man who sins can have no real acquaint-
ance with Christ: he “harh not seen hlm, neither knos ‘&th
him"”; thirdly. by the fact that "sin is of the devil”
by their artitude toward sin, then, “the children of aod
are manifest, and ¢ m children of the devil”; fourthly,
by the charactor of the “new birth™; it consists in the
imparting of a new life orinciple, a divine s -1m out of
it sin could not possibly develop: “Whosce 2 :
of God doeth no sin, because his seed 2
fm(‘ he cannot sin, because he is begotten of

From all this, it is casy to understand. that
(;hmsnan h:* will do W Hat is rxs{ht if we
sod”’ we

r reproduce his
ous to unbe-

O

s
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a Chrisdan “doeth no sin,” o.ﬂd even “cannct sin.”  As
a matter of fact we know that Christians do sin: and John,
in the first 1wo and in the last chapters of lw epistle,
tells us that Christians can sin and suggests
are to do to find psrdon and cleansing when
sinned.

The difficuley is resolved by some in supposing that the
veference is 1 a na HLCUL,U‘ class of Christians who attain
sinless perfection: but this contradicts the simple state-
nient of the aposile which s universal: “Whosoever i
begotten of God d fosin . . . and he cannot sin,”

Others suppose the reference is to the idea d”d"[“ul"("tl
cal exper :mrw ; J‘lbtl an: he is a man .Wl&
mpu.t o sin, ¢ «ed to sin, althoug
allv he does sin at'tl ‘er, the words of
rather too definite fo d(‘h an e planauon,
to acrual sing zmd tiﬁe} say that one “hegott

. cannat siL
Uthers explain tha
she ‘old narure’ this inv olx es a false theary of the
human mind: such belief in a dual personality or & divided
sell finds no support 1t Scripuure or in science,

Sull ethers suppose that the reference is #o h
states, or regular
wnpl\, th

ohr are
they

tthe “‘new natu

situal
pracrice; that, John means to say,
t a Christan will not u\uml\, or contl nualh,
sin.  However, the language 1», OO denm‘fe:ur thl' possible
sxplanation; tement is, he “cannot s

it may po v be best to find the Cxpxanatio:n i
of the errors uun g4 rempting to combat.  He

ew
false
lead
1t doeth 1ghte(mmc»s ig righteous,”
ors were suggesting that a man might
gh he were deing what {s wrotg,
’! nue were ﬂJ.UbC who d;umefl that sin ¢ ‘onmmed only the
body, and tha spite of impurity of lite, the soul might
not be stained: and others taught that sinful acts might
pot interfere with high spiritual states. John
making an unc'.mui?-*d denial of an unmiti
other parts of *he sistle he makes plain his u !
that all Christians do sin and have need of conti

teachers in mind.,  “Aly iivde children, let no m

‘”Ll ast I‘q\
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however, he 1s sharp!
Hight of sin, or d i
not pause to make
cdeclares
hetweer

between sin
2ulRik Letw
“children of Go
in his g ild[fli.dld
that one who hus

“rven as he i }::L‘m. :

be mvr‘lved
wis the truth

&, Tested by Love. Che 3¢

@

11 Forx this is the message which ve &
ning, that we should love one another: 12 1
the evil one, and slew his brother. And Wi s slew he
him? Because his works were em and uq brother’s righisous,

i3 Maxvel neot, brethren, if the world hateth you. 14
We know that we have passed out of death bvcau
we love the breihren. He that lov y
18 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer:
that ne murderer hath etexnal life abiding in hixn
know we love, tecause he laid down his lif
‘c lay down our lives for the Lrethre
world’s goods, and beholdetls his

omt the begin.
Dain was of

rin need,
the ]ow
g not love
L trath. 19

of \30{1 abxde ,m J" §8 My "ittie endd
in word, neither v ‘th the tongue; butin de
Hereby shall we know that we are of the 1 and shall
assure our heart before hitn: 20 because if our beart conderan
us, God is greater than our heart, and kooweth all things.
23 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, we have boldn
toward Ged; 22 and whaiscever we ask we t’ﬁceme of |
because we kee»} his commandments and
are pleasing in Eis sight. 23 And this is |
that we should ‘;m,ueve in the name of his 8o
and love nne a
24 And he that epet.h his fammandmeat ai‘ndef'x in lnim,
and he ir him., And hereby we know that he

by the Spirit whick he gave us.

T‘ze h"u\ bety

ween this section and that which prece
tenth verse of the chapter: “in this the
cﬁi;drm of ésoo are manifest, and the children of the devil:
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whosoever dosth no i
ke that luvetk not hi
apvlied 10 the Chr
is applied the
uhvious te

asness is not of Gad,
v The previous
: the test of nghteousn
of love.  The writer regards i
; ares that the whole
life and character of Christ was a me
the beginning of their acquaintance with hire
known by his fol that they must obey
Iove: “Fort  message which ve heard
beginning, tl sheuid love one another.”
= a child of surelv obev the law revealed by the
Son of God,

To impress the validivs of this test. the writer is about
to dwell upon the supreme example of ss:lf—;sacriﬁc«e given
by Christ: bui he first summons to our memory the dat‘k v
Cain. Ih~ demomt‘ nature of Lhw

PO
il beem
LW' of

-

contrasting figure «
fArst murderer is ¢
fiis crucl deed: it w:
common and € : J,"mmb of harred: “Cain
evil one, & nd slew his brother . . . Because his wo
evil, and his brother's righteous.”  Therefore Chris
who by t,;(*ir righteousness show themselves chi
God. need not be surprised at the enmity
Heving w : “Marvel not, brethren, if the w
vou.” Hawred is so narural and so universal

a certain prooi of the presence in one
mmiuc of the é\pérremc of a new birth, of nge
of a new moral nature: “We know that we has
out of death” nw.; Hife, because we love the baet e,
If one is not animated by love, then evidently he is 3111
in a state m ritug \zmu he has not been born of God,
he is not a “‘caild of God.”  “He that loveth not ahideth
in death.””  As Christ himself taught, in his Serr:
Mount, whosaever hates his brother is a mut
is cherishing the motive which would result
were all restraints removed and were opport
Surely one who is so disposed cannot have the nature of
God, cannot be a “'child of God,” cannot have 'eternal
life”: Ve know that no murderer hath eternal lifs abiding
ia him ™

,d e;ﬂ n(

the act,
Ty given,
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in contrast with Cain, the embodiment of haiimd
tal nds the radiznt form of Christ, the revelation of love:
Tereby know we love, becau:,c he iaid down his life for
us.”  His death “for us" is not onby the supreme proof of
fove: 1tis the required measurement of “and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” VYhen
occasion E:?.i‘i‘%es; when rewsmv demends, we ought to show
such devotion; we owe it to others, we owe it to Christ, we
owe it to ourselves, for thus we show ourselves to be the
childeen of God.  These present vears are 4
examples of such heroic seli-sacrifice;
dramatic character are ever af hand:
world's goods, and beholdeth his brother in ne

lv'v-‘i
bt

3 ( less
» hath the
, and shut-
of
s the love which
Hon of that new
i Hove
Let
our
ytion

ivcs :

5
Ll

teth up his compassion from him, how doth the lov

God abide in him?”  This “love of God”
is of the nature of God; it is a manifes
tife w h1cn God gives to his children,  La
of God,” how can one claim to be a
love F‘e shown then, if we are Chris 1
hyvmns and our professions alone, nor by our admu
:Jf ‘Aigh motives and heroic acts, but by our dal
Mg little c}hlxgren et us not love in word, ur“tth‘nr
the tongue; but in deed and truth.”

Tt is true that when we judge ours ;
standards, when we apply to oursclves th “*Le€ ts’ [
upon in this epistle, we are often disczc.autag,ﬂni anc our
earts condemn us. Nevertheless, if love has been the
g uiding principle of our lives, then, in spite of occasional
{ailures and of ronscious fault@, shall have confidence
that we are the children of God, that our new birth is a
'ﬂaiif that “we are of the rruth,”  Even when our hearts
condemn us as we are confronted with the memaory of some
great ¢ ieiem, we will believe that “(od is greater than cur
feart,” that he “knoweth all Lhmszsf’ and that he recog-
nizes our love toward him, and our faith in Christ, and the
reality of the new life he has implanted. Gthemﬂa-&: we
could have no confidence in praver; but when assured,
by the test of love, that we are the children of God, then
we spedk o him with freedom, as to a loving Father, and
then “whatsoever we ask we receive of hins, becauss we

:3.
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keep his commandiments.” This latter does mot mean
that our pravers are answered as a reward of merit, but
ratner that keeping his commandments shows that we
are at one with his and so living and praying as he
would have us, our petitions are cer"ruin to be fulfilied.
Speaking of “commandments,’ ]onm reminds ue that
they are all largely comprehended in the reqnu ramments to
brelieve in Christ, and te love one another. rst of

c%e%‘ requirements he emphasizes in the f{ollo parg-
graph; thc second has been bis theme in this, aad he only
*Jauses to insist that Lecpmg these commandmentsis bc»th

a condition and a result of true lfellowship with Cod;
it deepens the assurance which is mmmt(d to us by the
Spirit of God, for “hereby we know that he abideth in us,
oy the Spirit which he gave us.”

<. Tested by Belisf. {h. 4:1-8

i Beloved, belleve not svery spiril;, but prove the spirits,
whether they are of God; becauee many false pmpb ets are
gone out inte ths \?mr,d, % Hereby kn mw jc‘ the & & irit of
Gsd gvery s spirit that cr-me\;se_h that ‘3 s Christ is come
m the des 3 and every spirif t“‘lat copfessed

egug 18 not of Ged: and this is the spivit of the a
wheref*sk ve have m‘. tha.a u cometh: and now it iy
weorld already, 4 ar God, my Hittle chm‘Lm 1, B
overeoms them: because greﬁi’ﬂr is he that fg in you

1

(f)

that is io the world. 5 They are of the worl arefore
speak :h‘w as of the world, and the world heareil them. 6

who i
& gpirit of

We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth nt
not of God hearsth |

i,mth, znd the spin‘t of

s not. By this we know i
error,

this epistle the work of the
i'olv %pIL i title emploved by Joln, the work
of “the Spirit,”" or the work of “the Spirit of God,” is
related almost exciusively to the i impar ting of faith and the
inspiring of belief. Of course he has olher functions:
but fohn refers to him as specifically “‘the spirit of truth,”
whom Jesus thus described, and of whom he said, “He
shall guide vou intoc all the truth” and “He shall bear
witness of me.”
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4
5

he name of \u
ence of “\h Spirit wl
urance .haz one is a

L liere arc 11116\[ chLOHQ’ 1nen

achers, \'Hu Cl

*Beloved, bel
whether they \ 2

; » whom Jol
ey l

ne ouUt
nd Ullkﬂ the
ey Ll imed t
inspived,” but in reality
even worse, it was
sworld,” the Devil, proph-
the readers of the epis had not been

; as the children of Ciod, had been
hened by the Spirit of God and h | “the
spirit of error’’; “Ye are of God,” w
“and have overcome them: because gr
in vou fban he that is in the world.”
i were v
spirit was in
rid, and as their teac hl
L\\' this smr L, Lhe\ were consulhend\
world delighted to hear. By way of
his fellow ap . claimed to be
guided byv his Spirit; therefore the
ceived their testimony, which the “idl\e P al
world rejected: “We are of God: he that knes wetl
heareth us; he who is not of God hmr( th us not.”’
all that has gone before, the apostle concludes that
always possible to distinguish between tru tJ" <u1<'1 G
by the attitude toward Christ, as truly hi
God, every spirit can be tested, whether
of a "false prophet,” or of an apostle, or

mh n and
o be

e

;n(l to

phets” a
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I John 4: 1-6

and most obscure believer: “Every spirit that confesse
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: By
this we know che spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.”
As in the days of John, so to-day many false prophets
have “gone out im 5 the world.”  Nev er have there exis
a larger number of unﬂlcnng voices claiming
only religions but Christian truth. e need
spirits.  We must remember that “spiritua
necessarily mean “lm T many te achers “l
with mysteries and “'visions'’ in realms
the visible and the nmtendi, many,
lofty sentiments and poetic fancies,
gnorant and ;mpuro,

pal

to test th
does not
im to deal \[
are bv

Nor _\‘ci* does “subernatum" mearn "W
v the word “spiri ), tati

erhuman
satanic and
hefore, men

b (IN)HLL ied that beings
rrder are not thereivre “of God,” but may
dentonic. Ve live at a time when, as never
are seeking aid {rom “epirits.”” Broken a
hearts groping in tnhe dark for comfory, long
RAZCS m loved ones whom death has
are turning i i v to those
munion s} tn~ unseen world.
through whot " come,
fent and dcu"‘ s not dithent
admitting some r um of reality in t,hcir ¢
forbid the cc JIl(hLbl" n \nat the source of the
denion? ] -l
Every
Confronted by sore
voccuntless do

ched away,
\\'h() I"l’l\‘ Nt COr-

Ceod.”’
rhreat-
ame of
we o
"ove
r they

seth not Jests i
hings which are mysterio
hich hi(ie m(lm

)

are ut { ~n(L

What Dt‘m"
and the worl

thie Church
.;.m rit of error,
L|7(7:ﬂ lm, t]1'=,w.
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the attitude toward JTesus, the divine Son of God.  Ahove

all the problems in the warld of religion and philosophy,

there stands forth one supreme question: “What ¢ think ve

of Christ?®  This furnishes the touchstone of character,
the test of belief. the proof of spiritual life.
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THE S0URCE OF Lova., Ch, 4 17.21

Leloved, let us love one another: for \mrw\\i‘* is
and every one thatl loveth is begotten of God, an
God. 8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; |
iove. 9 Herein was the love of God manifeste
God hath sent his only begotten Son into the wi
might live through bim. 10 Herein is love, not
God, but that hie loved us, and sent his Son v
pmatwn for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so Lo
ought te love one amother. 12 No man hath b
any time: if we love one anothier, God abideth. |
iove is perfecied in hereby we know th
him and he in us, be scause he hath given us of his .
And we have behieid and bear witness that 1k
sent the Son fo be ﬂm Saviour of the worid. |
shall confess that Jesus is the Son of Geod,
him, and he in God., 16 And we know and hay
love which God hath in us. God islove; and!l
in love abideth in God, and God abxd@th in himm,
is iove made perfect with us, that we may haw
the day ~f judgment; because as he is, even g0
world. There is no fear in love: but perfec
out fear, bacause fear hath punishment; and he
is not made perisc love. 19 We love; b
loved us. 20 If a man say, [ love God, and ha
fie is & Har: for he that loveth not his brother
seen, cannot love God whom hie hath not seen
sommandment have we from bim, that he wh
love his brother also.

i

™ 2 n

Tice before in the course of this epistle
treated as a test of Christian life. In the
it was the “commandment” which one in fell
God would Leep, 1 the third, it was a sig
‘the Father, which “children of God” woul
is a disposition which is traced to its sou
nature of God as manifested in the gift o‘ﬂ
following thig thought the writer reaches t
depths and Joft beights of his discussiort.
graph is a worthy complement to the matchle
love" sung by Paul in the thirteenth chapter

o
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praises its mlgn*" motn'c und finds its birth in Lhe l'u,,.mg‘
Of God.

From another point o‘ view also. the epis
a «‘lim‘ and is 7ound to be no mere series ¢
aiact 1s dhCO"“ red or on which an assurar
but a prac ssage s enromagcmewnt
not only | i
tations ol that ':ft is mtemlc\. tn sect
verdict but a o mrai resolve. not a sl
deeper experience.  “Beloved,” writes
as love on

¢ exhort

2 g

o

on is eniorced by the
“love is of G it is therefore the sup
being horn of sd and of having fellow
“Eyverv o one. tha ¢ i(‘\\'e‘th i< Hegzor*en of G

3 uhmc ofaremel
is unsurpassed in all ».)Ci’lptll‘c
ice in this brief paragraph the truth is
statement is followed by a descripti
ssion of divine 'ove: ¢ i
wanifested 1o us, that God hath sent his ¢
Sun 3r‘t0 the world that we might live
This is 1 fact the expression of iu\e ir'l i
“Herein is love, not that we loved ¢
ag, and sent his Son to be the propitiatm
iflllb th love of (rod was shown in the
gift: he not onlv sent a Saviour; he s his own
his only Son. His love appeared further in the b
ceceived, namelv life, eternal hte, for all believers:
we might live k,hxough him.” This was ideal, essential
fove, for it was shown toward the unworthy and un
The love of man for God would not have been so surp
but, “Herein is love, not that we loved mdl:, m € 1'
“oved us.””  This Jove involved an infinite (
of suffering and dedtn to secure the {o
vhis God provided; he “sent his Son to b
for our sins.”

I{ such is the nature of God's love. we must shaowr

tness of |
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by a love like his. in its dispos
fove \ hich tind
ft of his Son.  Fir

we are his children
ward others, an
in gratitude for the
for the good of wthers, our life must be mar
toved, if God so Joved us. we also ouyl
other.” It s our dury, but it is the n
of our nature, not ouly ro love God for his g
“to lave one another,” for God is invisible;

)

or desire to confer no henefit on lilm: hat“
peheld God avany time’ but i we aoe‘; the gaod al others,
then we manifest his nature: “God abideth (md hia

love is pcrfcc:fed i \\ v are certain t Welln

within, for lo 1e fruit of his Spirit; “hefr
that we abide iz him and he i us, b ecause he
us of his Spirit.” More particularly, his
Author of beliel: and our love has a i
associated with the acceptance of €
crucified Sa'\'imu, and if this belief becomes the motive
of our love for one another: “We have beheld znd bear
witness that the Father hath sent the Son to be the Saviour
of the world,  \Whusoever shall confess that Jesus is the
Son of God, God abideth in him, and he in God.”  In him
we see the love of God manifested: “And we know and
have believed the love which God hath in ws. God is
love: and he that abideth in iove abideth in God, and God,
abideth in him.”

God 15 love, but love is not God., XNot every manilest
tion of charity or kindness or benevolence or sacrific
sign of a new birth or of being a child of God.
take our stand near the cross. When love is
with faith and demticn toward Jesus the Son of
it becomes a proof of “life eternal.”

From such love two results are certain to follow: con-
fdence toward God, and charity toward men.  If we fully
realize the love of God revealed in Christ, we shall not
stand in dread of God; and if this love iz the principle
of our lives we shall ix&\& no fear of judgment, for, as
children of God, we are in this world uke Christ the Son o
sod, in our love r confidence, our trustful relation to

the Father: “Herein is love made perfect with ug, that we

God, then
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may have boldnes = in the day of judgment; bec: use ax
i-a, aven so are we in this world, ’i‘% 1ere 1s no fear in lo
but perfectlove casteth out fear, because fear ha m pu
ments and he that feareth is not made perfect i

Ouite as truly, if we realize God's love
love one anoth “We love, because he first mved x[u
ot only do we love God, but love becomes !‘h«> any Lylg,
pnncwie of our' hfe., This principle ha 1”
iove of God for us. [t finds its natural and
in our love for one another, “'If g man ,,a,yq i iove
and hateth his L)ro‘cher be is aildl‘” for he i«nt loveth not
his brother whom he hath seerl, <
hath not seen.”  The test is cmmio :
does not love his bro*her? then love 1s no:., rul mo hi
it is fool I{ch to boast of love, particularly to an un
nerson, when love is not Uemg shown and felt toward one
who is seen dailv, walking in the same sphere of life, t
whom it iz much more easy to express affection ;a.:ncl
devotion, e cannot have two suprems motives, two
opposing ruling principles. Love for God s inseparable
§*on"‘ love for men, Hatred for men is that love
is not controlling the lue it shows one to pe a lar if he is
boasting his love for God. Christ himsell taught us that
if cne is keeping the supreme commandment he will love
Goa with hie whole heart and his neighbor as himself:
“This commandment have we from him, that he who Joveth
od love his brother also,” -
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5. Tue TrRIUMPH OF RIGHTEGU&\ES& Ch. 5 :1-5

. Whosoever believeth that Jesus ig the Christ is begotten
of God: and whos e er lovem frim ’i‘h ezvaf loweth him alse
thai is begotten of hizn. 2 Hereby we know thai we love the
childrem of G fod, when We love God and do his cornongnd -
ments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we Zeep his com-
mandmenis: and ks commandmenis arve aot PONS.
For whatsoever is begotten of God oversometh the world:
and this is the victory that hath overcome the world, even
otr faith. 5 And whe is he that overcometh the world, but
he that believeth that Jesus is the Bon of God?

In these brief, beautiful phrases we are facing the great,
molding thoughts of the cpistle. Here the lle jmparted
by God to his children is tested by righteousness, by love,
and by belief. Here, also, appears the close ;elatlon
between these three elements of the Christian i love
is shown by righteousness, and righteousness s secured by
taith, Here, as in no previous paragraph, the way of
mpr)msz Cod's commandments, the way of overcoming the

world, is pointed out; here we are shown how righteous-
ness may trilmph over sin.

We should notice, however, what is said of belief and of
lov e. The former is memmncd as an absolute proof that
one is'a childof Gad: “Whosoever believeTh THat T T
‘the Christ is ‘nec.:m i of God,”  Here the tern
refera 10t om" to the redeeming work of fes.

“anointing’ by the ‘-aplm of God for that wor
specifically, to his divine nature: it has its pnm. 16 "in the
last phrase ¢f the fifth verse: “Jesus is the Son of God.”

One who does not so believe is not a chiid of God, and has
no right to the name of Chrisdan; for to deny Lhm trutt
s to manifest the bpirit of antichirst. However, it is of
comfort and cheer to the humblest Christian to be as-
sured that a real, intelligent t belief in Christ a8 the Sor of
God is a positive proof of P\eme: a child of uod

As to love, John here suggests that it is also a natural
expression of the new life imparted 'uy God; and he fives

L
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upon the

the thought ¢ as in ?he previous chapter,
¢ that lo o God and love w

Vho mcur 1 weth hi:n ‘LI“.;U. heeat
ouw‘um of hin It be but
God to o : Ifmn of Guds
of the new birth.  John adds, however
importance, and what unul now he ! has 70
such clearness ﬂmnel\, that love o man mz
and characterized ve and obedience
we kr Bow that we he d}z}csr\,
od and do his commandments.”
our love is of the nghe kind, we know mdt it
we know that the sentiment is worthy of the
frisin accord ¥ vith lm”e 1o God and wbmh i
There is much that 1s called by the nawe ¢
purely gelfish, even sinful. It is well forus
that lme must be tested by uqhta i
previously sta ted hat love to God is | ; ble from love
to men, so here he 1s insisting that love 10 men is insepara~
ble from love to God, and that fove to God is expr
in doing his will: "For this is the love of God, that we
his commandments.”’
! ‘ohn reaches the heart of this ps
mentiens the “commandments” of God.
of belief and of love; he now treats of rig
its possible tr ittf‘lph “His commandmen
“are not grievous.” They are not too hard
they arve not unreasonable in their demi
the grace needed for their fulfillment. O
ties are iavolved: effort is required; John does not «
this. Any mar. who resofves to obey God will have con-
rinual opposition.  “The world” does not love God or his
commandments; its maxims, its principles, its ideals, its
spirit, are all contrary to his will.  For the Christian, con-
flict is certain; but victory is likewise assured; the
divine energy im paricd by God {s mighder than the power
of the world: “For whatsoever is begorten of God over-
cometh the v ? The weapon which secures the vie-
iory is faith, For the believer, the trivmph is rega
already won: “and this is the victory that hath overcome

n‘a

agraph, as he

s'" ne affirms,
to chey;
-.;Q}”LLSXS»

as
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the world,
and in pring
out in daily : 1
Christ he is once and for all on
the unbehieving world conunnaliy :
continnally depend upon «’nr” J'f.,
triumpin, 1t is, of inter c&t to nml(w that
place where The w “faith'' 1s found.
epistle bug in all the writings of John. The
:xh frequent.  Possi it may be the purp
call attention to i hiect of “faith” or to
fds: And whois he ¢!

:

belief, for he at oncead
the world, bur he that believeth that
(zod.” It does u o wl believes
Christ: vet moral vietory is secured not b
of certain truths about Chrisg, A)m by a df’ i .
faith in which the whole being is committed to him, in
obedicnce and trust and love.
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5. Tne Grovxps oF Berier. Ch, 5 :5-12

st came by water and
. the water only, but wi

6 This is he

with the blood. ¥ And it is the Spirit tha S,
because the Spirit is the truth. & For th ree who
bear wiiness, the Spirit, and the water, an Euud

thhe three agree In one. @ If we receive
the witness of God is greater: for the wi
that he hath © = witness concerning h
believeth on the Bon of Geod hath the witne
believeth mot God hath made him a Larg
net believed in the witness that God hath b
his Son. 11 the witness is this? that God
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12
Scn hath the life; te that hath not ike Son o
the life.

rid 1s secured
[ohr e

Having
by faith in Jest
to show the

deciared that victory over the w
] ; as the divine Son of God,
ounds on which such a b
Amony these he inciudes (¢) historic
festimo ny, () Christian experience,

a. The first proof, then. that Jest
*ound in Lht‘ el narrative. The wo
with the interpretation
creon and missiom warrant such
\f'lcts are 411 summed up and symbolized
avents of his career, in his ba ptismt a s Cruci
“This xs he that came by water and blead, even
Christ It will be remembered that while the lm)dy
of )eﬁllb was still hanging on the cross, after his bpirit lmcl
ri,parl,ed, ‘one of the soldiers with a
side, and straightway there came out blo
Whatever mystery may have been involved, the fact s
to have impressed John most deeply; he alone of th
pel writers narrates the event and he does so in {
""1 h mdmab his view of its signal importa: To him

was, for wharever reason, a proof of o §
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{ his Lord, and he records it thar thic readers “may
ehew T Sot bere, in his epistle, he refers to “ibe water”
“the bfood as summarizing and symbolizing the whole
go th narrative. In the water of baptism and in the blood
o his cross, Christ was manifested as the Savicur of the
world; he appeared as the One who could meet th, world’s
nead of clea numg and of pardon, of new spirik ife and of
atonement for sin,  The alsov at his baptisim L“D hcard
the voice of the Father saying: “This is my beloved Son”
and at the erucifixion, when the spear was thrust mro hL,
side, Johu saw the {ulfillment of the prophecy which con-
cerned the divine Christ: “They 3h& ook on hin: whom
they pierced” Thus the baptism and the crucifizion,
with all that they included and indjcated, were proofs that
“Yesus is the Son of God.”

John apeci v emphasizes the erucifixion: "No
water only, but with the water and with the bi
was probably seeking to rebuke the heretics of his day, who
were attempting to separate between the humarn ]Lsus and
the heavenly “Christ.” Thev held that the divine
Being, “Christ,” came upon Jebdb ar the baptism but
Enft him 3115 hcfm" is crucifinion.  John affirms that the

N
i8]

with the
od.” He

g was baptized was identical with the Eeing whe
crucified ; he wae the Son of God, both in life and

in has z’zat,h, A shmilar error needs to be met to-dav, as it
iouo‘lc espect; ﬁmt, in '{hwe th gen tlw

!emlm: Ax,&d “the fhmt ; l]sd, second, in Lkm:se

v the atoning work of our Lord, ¢ ’rh‘ey praise

s power to purily and ennobie life, hut refuse o regar

his death as a sacrifice for sin.  We need to-dav this

. “Not *v'i‘ch the water only, but with the water

ith the blood.” TFirst of all, then, Christian faith
i(mnrlf,d an historic facts.

. The second zrmmd of belie
ﬁhe .ha;y Spirit: “Andi ret
because the Spir‘t is the truth Here we m;w e
& ntermg the yca m of m3 atcrx“ but the teaching of 5
e is clear. Christian oeae; is described as an |
wn of the divine Spirit. His office is o testify

[is iounr{ in thv witriess of
it ,-ﬁ‘me&sF
tc; b@
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which is trug, and particalarly concer ning Jesus C (amt.
*“The Spirit is the truth.” No lirect
sciousness of his presence or t.; other han
no one can reaily believe in the (huvc Christ witheut the
aid and the 1]1u‘171rd?10n of the 5piriv of God. Christian
belief is not due merely to mental deduct drawn from
the facts of the gospel.  Our faith is never the ground of
hoasting.  When one confesses his faith, be i reminded
that “'Flesh znd blood hath not revealed i1 thee, but
my Father who is in heaven.” Hows e two are
commonly inseparable, and they unite w mi“ the ane
fact; the g I narrative and the div comibyine
i e]ie{ The Spirit ag ter dnd
the stifving 1o this one g

g ¢ Son 3 of Gt "i' or there are & W hu bear WmN :
the bpirit, and the water, avd the Dlood: and the three
agres in ene,” The Spint emplovs the of Christ,
bt aiso the sacraments of the Church, to dre and sus-
uuu our faith. Tt is not strange thar be ‘t‘]'mmgih
ail the centuries, have found references ©o d 1 he
Lord's Supper in the words “the water” a
These o the Spirit employvs to set

the divine

3 Of Cod”, .Jnd

{ the inspired gospel
ed by John “the wibn
i, in human courty, concurrent tes
witnesses 1s accepted, much nwore )
such divinenltestationof thesoushipo f‘lmat. fwe
ive the witavss ui men, Lh\, witness of God is greater.”

wever Zonn mga

o

wdf w noﬂy
ents about
RA ( (I m:ct

¢r but one wh
ot oniy ‘;)@}mms

sONe A8 & gre
Upioi Chirist, oud
b, butl wh
aud deepeni

than ¢ diving &
nardon, of accept:
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imental L“x owledge of:
¢ i» indeed "the Son of

h necomes a deepe
in the deity of Chest, John contraz
rejects the testimony to ,A\ di
lief makes God a To re
resist the Spirit ¢

1o s Umm"sl 11 e
hatl

rriction,
Vf ¥ hzrh

h

ar: l}c*ewse he ha;(h IlOt
ol hath horne concernin

1:& R\

Phis, thes he very sum and ¢
testimony, 1 that Jesus Christis the
iris, ih ull and ’,x“l'fvcf m;nifo

life, so that in giving

us this Hfe: “And | *1*4 W;Ln
us erernal 1o, :
Christ ax the Son
tife, it is che

=ign tha

he
sSon hath 7hv it he that hath nou the Sen of God hath
not the life.”

a
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7. Curisriaw Cerranvtizs. Ch 55 13-21
13 These things bave I written unto you, that ye may know
that ye have sternal life, cven unto you that belisve on the
name of the Son of God. 14 And this is the boldness which
we have toward hiny, that, if we ask anythiog according to
his will, he heareth us: 15 and if we know ek ;
whdfsoewf we as’k we Emaw mat we have th

NBE:

for mem'r at sin nct ,nto geath There :s 4 sin unt
n..of concerning this do 1 say that ke should make 1e=qmm=t.

7 Al unrighteousness is sin: and thereis a sin nol unto death

18 We know that whosoever is begotten of God sinpeth
not; but he that was begotten of God keep himself, and
the evil one toucheth him not.  1¢ We know thal we are of
God, and the whole world lieth i the evil cre. And we
know that the Son of God is come, and hath given s an under-
standing, that we know him that is true, and we are in him
that is true, even in his Son jesus Christ, is is the frue
God, and eternal life. 21 Ay little children, punrd yourselves
from idols.

ity is a religion of certaintics,
ions, of definite beliefs. Thus, as Jaok ing
Hpistle 1o a cloge, he mentions some of those realities
to which behevers have confident assurance.
The frst of these is the possession of eternal
things have I written unto vou, that ve r now that
ve have eternal life, even unto vou that believe on the name
of the Sen of God.” The immediate reference is to the
verses which precede: but the statement is )
taken as expressing the supreme purpose of the whole
epistle. It has :furnishcd a series of tests by which one
could be assured that he possessed eternal lh"" . The agsur-
ance is not invstical or emotional, buta rat conclusion
based upon certain plain facts. These aru biefly right-
eousness, love, and belief, The last of these has just been
emphasized, and thersfore the apostle adds, “Hven untc
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you that believe on the name of the Son of God.”  Those
who believe are assured that, for ¢ , Ceternal e’ is a
present poss&sam This Ié:l‘ll'! includes the idea of Epm €,
immortal ble wsedr [REEH but the Llﬂnlﬁ k3 ot c on is 11@5,
prominent t : fife"
is the very Ime of \f : i
therefore, in bel mc; hfe nko Tha? of Chr
given now, in its ormxmmﬁ by the imparting of & new lifs
z:mnuol::v but iz ?kp’mus and develops until whul he
shall be manifested,” then, in fuller perfec “we shall
be tike him; for we shall sec himi even as hie is.
i-:ix,SCl}“ related o this assurance of life is confidence in
prayer: “And this is the boldness which we b toward
him, that, il we ask anvthing according o his will, he
heareth us: and i we know that he hearerh us whatscever
we ask, we LPOW that we have the peTi‘uOﬂa which wa hav
asked of him.”"  Prayer, therefore, is no mers emply fory
it is not an 1mpert1mnce. it is not irradonal, 4 oczwei'
whereby the will of God is brought to pass. It i is I»mnblﬁ,
and trustful in spirit. Tts hghev, expressi
words: “Not my will, but thine, be done,’
request is according to the will of God, "“we
tion’” even now, for it already exists in the di (
and plan, and is certain to be realized in time, Whatever
mysteries and perplexites may be involved in the problem
of praver, the child of God comes with boldness to make his
requests known unto the Father.

One special exercise of the blessed minmistry of inter-
cession is mentioned by John: it is prayer for the spiritual
restoration of a bmti’er who has fallen into sir.  But here
20 exception is made: a heliever is not tnu.our’*gt“(“j TO Dray
Witb confidence for the deliverance of one w i

“sin ... unto death.” The reference seems m be ta
those whom John has calied antichriats, the
and )erbxstenri\' deny the claims of Christ, %\"
from him and from the Christian u)mwu‘llf
fessedly denv “the Father and the Son." I
may be difficult but its main purpose is pla
to encourage us to fearless and svmpathizis
svery beiiever who has been overtaken by a
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W'Wicb are
- as
ent
in: poﬁ%lbﬂgr
",>= th W €

John ?'1c*ct
ulf‘!u\i“d

miraduced by
",[ho reality
h"cmzm&m. is

“We lknow.”
the ab*{ dute necessiry of
know that whosoeve
Thus Jobn rdl s the
duct, and the cvaic \hm sneers at v
also warns the heliever thar he is fighting &
and that vicwtry can 1 g niy by
but i e cured: he that was begotien o

eth himself, and the evil ote Touc herh him not
)y " of the “new birth” 15 next declared:
“We know thar we are of God, and the whole erld lieth

in the evil one.” The believer does po ; fuich
CGad himself has imparted; it may be undeveloped, but it
consists in a principle and germ which forever separate
and distinguish him from the whole unbelieving world
thm lies in the power of the Evil One.
} "We know that the Son of God is o

belx ve in the divine mission of Jesus Chrt
bce ‘mparte , i righteousness 1» pmvlh[‘

iashe h% baen revealed to us “in his Son Jesus{Z
Finally John makes a comprehensive afily

adds an sffectionate word of warning: “'This is the true
Gud,”” this {;oc whom Christ has reveal :1 Mni he is
“erernal life,” its Source, its Sustainer, znd
It i» his gift.

Tt Hea-efore, l ittle children, guard “oursrx vas Teom idods,”
from all the vain conceptions of God held among men,
all human subs,ntux,e:« or God, from all that mi ht turn
yvou from Ged: for he is perfectls mawifesterd in Jesus
Christ, his Son.
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THE SEUOND EPISTLE OF

regarded
an unwelcome n
Sow Testamoent v
hiristian grace, &
evangelistic It torms the sub;

x“h(’l’m the ¢ Epistle and the Third f :
These are. It is vue, very short letvers, and

Hespitality is
jovous privile
tunity for d

wrance

a “fne art,”
‘ oppOre

tain other 1 but the supreme purpose ]_Q_],;,;,;
is to cautis ¢ 1 to

¢ Church, whi

certain enemie e i ten
“to commend a \h ~Uan 1<)*' hz; generous h v
'zeyxmema,m 3 3

‘mfa '

[t is easy to understand why, in the days of the early

The

C mrdy this was a matter of such deep
proper use of hosgpitality condidoned th’
'mupp! “This was an age of travel,  Christians we
ing about continuall v, over the superb Roman roads, either
on private business or as missionary workers, g of
entertainment, however, were difficult to find.  The hotel
is a comparatively m )dem institution.  Ancient inns were
not usually of goo 1 e travelers
were pour; inany event, they hesitated to Z“!IaCL themselves
under obligations t¢ unbelievers. It was necessary, there-
fore, that Christians should open their homes and wel-
come as guests many strangers, especially such as came
to them bearing the a«iurm “Name. 1t s evident that
such hQ»'nrahf\' was a direct and povent means of ’Eur\;her
ing the gospel anc of extending the influence of Church,

It is also evident that this hespitality was op abuse,
not only by improvident dn(i unworthy  traw . but
mrtzcular‘” by false teachers who, Lvmex th se of a
Chrisvian prefession, roncea 1@(1 thetr real opp to the

Christian faith, and endeavored o corrupt DEFVEr;

MO
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E OF JOHN

the doctrines raught by the spostles. s
such heretical teachers and against such,
piiahr\' *hx% eTter was writlen.

It was penned, howrvcr. in no spirit of RATFOWTEss OF
harshness or brs otrv. 1ts characreristic word is “10‘ ;
9; breathes : i and it roit
“old command 15t has Irmd:. HEws
we love one an “%téil‘ \:here i~ @ ’,emnd word v
is i‘lardlv i the word
“truth)’ 1o senti-
mental sofines v when
rruth is at \mku lae rezuh s are mi to be countes
nanced and courted and pubhf Iy entertais

g :a%ainst
Against
AEMLE

The particular form of error prop 7 those to
whom the writer refers, relates w the p of Chri

It dentes that he was truly God and tridy man, in th
MYSLery o umque being.  One who held such perverted
and “advanc doctrine is declared by John to be “the
deceiver and the antichrist,”  Such a pul 1

sional teacher of error was not to he received into a C
dan home. He was to be given no greeting, le
courtesy and hospitality, support might be "Lﬁomui w
his evil cause.  Such 1s the b |
and it ol ith the expr
date the writ v hinmsell be welcomed b

flan {riends 1o whom the letier is being
g

The ourline of the epistie is as follows:

Th
kR s

he Salutaunn 11 John 1-3.

el and Vta} mxw Vi, dedl,
The Cr,mdn«m
. The P
b, The Clost

T I3 ot
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Bavvrarion, I John [-3

4 elder unto the elect lady and her shildren, whom I
iove in truth; and net I only, but also all they that hnow the
wuth; 2 for the truth’s sake whick abideth in u@! and 1t shall
be with us for ever: 3 Grace, merey, peace shall be with us,
from God the Father, and from Tesus Cmas , the Box of the
Father, iIn truik and love.

e

It seems certain that this charmin fittle letter coraes to
us fmm ‘he “haad m John, “‘the um‘iple‘ hom Jesus
foved.” Int istlehel J(ad.ied ‘
eight of these rhnxan verses, while the style a
ject matter are evidently his own. He calls
simply “‘the elder,” which indicates marked hztm ‘
one wha; was the most eminent member of Christian

Church, one w‘m raight have stvled nfmet. at least,
“the ‘zpos'tj This modest title, however, may carry
with it :he suggestion of age, for the writer has outlived
all his feliow apotﬂ 28, and his words are wi i
experiences of years; and, further. the w
desi ignated a hi f% cifice in the Christian conununion &
wag clafmed by P as a mark of distincrion. It

thus be concluded that John writes with the authority
of age, of official pesition. and of a personal knowledge of
Christ,

“The elect lady,” to w hom the letter is addressed may
have been, as most modern scholars suppose, gof an -
dividual but a church, not a person buta Chriaxi i
This con jectu e, hm&rever, cannot be definitely
Moreover, the obvious meaning of m{‘!‘iptll
the currect meaning and there is nothing in the
content of the letrer actually to discredit the popular
view that the phrase denotes some Christian woman of
distinguishing gifts and graces. “Her vn]dtm are
united with her in «aiwa‘u:)rl, so that, in cither case,
itis evident that in this epistle more persons than noe are
addressed.  Nor 18 the guestion of supreme Importance

e ©
h

ay
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for it becpmes evident ‘&LJ a message 15 berein contained
as and toall chlirchm.

which is applicable to all Chrisuian

For this houscheld or Christian soclet ]
fection, which he declares is felt glso by all Wh()
as it springs irom a © h, Itis
d acceptance of Chr ies which
the firm basis of abiding
will endure; for this fellows]
it shall be with us f';
W 11(“h torn* the sul

ever forms
.nendsh“

of other e
Ln\‘e“ ui

Iur deep sig AnCe. T‘}m} i dude
nown to believers, from t source in
the “unmerited favor” of God, to rh(ﬁ.zf ulthuate lssue in
the peace icho g th all understanding”  Here the
enjovment o m not, as usual, thfvwlb t;mce
; ~hVnI b(l w




7. THE CorysEL AND WARNING.

at I have found cerial \
i 8k we receivad commandmant
beseeck thee, lady, not
wrote (o thee 2 uew mmmandment? but that
om the beginping, that we love one another
lcwe that we shouﬁo valk aﬁer “us carm‘na.n

we had
. % And this
menis. This
\ 3 beginning,
it‘i‘zat ve S‘nould walk i it. ’7 For MEny d@cei are gone
forth into the world, even they that condess that Tesug
Christ cometl | s fesh.  This is the deceiver and the
antichrist. 1 yomseme«' thnt ve lose not \tmng‘
which we have wrou bui that ye receive a full d
Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the
{*hrist, hath not God: ke thaf abideth in the feachi
same hath both the Father and the Son, 10 If any one
] and bTingPﬁ’t not this teaching, ressl
s @y houss, and give him ue greelmm 11 fo
giveth him gres’cmo ariaketh in his evil works,

=

i ncut
iz that

with an
eliavers,

The letter

pens, like many of Dah“ ep
Xpresaion o be consistent fife of Ch st
rlhe writer has found certain men in the Chu
uulrir ' of Uthe clect lady” 1o whom Lh:;: le
ten, \\'a:]um{ in rruth,” that 1z to sav
“really,” as God has commanded,  Su
more exalted cause for rejuicing than to And sus
nanifested by the members of his flock
To encourage such living on the part of his res
exhorts them to Christian love, which, In one sens
“a new comumandment,” for it was strik
the law of AMoses: ver, In anuther sense it
Christ has given 2 new standard and a new ex
a new motive to fove.  fohn further reminds us r
real exercise of love will result in eﬁeping‘ all
mandments of God; “And this is love, that w
walk after his commandmenis.” Love is ever ﬂ"e fral«
filling of the law. Obedience finds itz mative in

aily‘ ‘, or
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e, That ye should walk in

obedience s the {ruit of io
has ever been the commandment for all Ch
Right livmg 1s certain to result from love,

John has been led thus to encourage the exercise of love,
because love so realized in life will be a safeguard against
error, 1t will not prevent one {rom opposing error.
Christian love should not make one indifferent to Chris-
fan truth, for if this trath is lost, love will lack its motive
and its norni, Thus John comes to the very heart of his
message i the warning against the false teac Ay in
number, whe are endangennn the faith and e life of
believers.

They were once nominal members of the Church but
have “gone forth into the world™; in eve ge the most
dangerous of all delusions and denials of truth have come
from those who have been acquainted with Cheistianity,
who have claimed to hold many of s doctrines, who
have cloaked themselves under its name, whe buveused its
£ ‘20 have followed ;tn forms.
false teachers are cailed “deceivers,” for they lead
e h ing as well as to {alse views of n’m:i Belief and

:&pumbia, Faith always mag i
Cc rrupt doctrine inevitably
‘morals.  The ~ital error of these “dfx
the perscn of Christ. They denied that
truly man and | (God. Thev were the first in the long
Hine of heretics who, under varicus names, have
to accept this cardinal truth of Christiznity, i
something very amkmg in the phrase used by |
“Thev confess not that Jesus Christ cometh in the flesk
The divine humanity ever centinues zmd will again be
manifest: but were Christ only a man, ther hbis claims were
untrue, his u:aah alse would nave no saving powsr. No-
thing could be more fatal than to deny either his true
numamt\, or his essential deity.

Such teachers fohn condemns in unsparing terms.  One
wheo advocates the;r errors is declared to be not only &
deceiver of men, but also an enemy of Chrizt. He is
animated by Th~ %\)n‘gt Gi that last great d%cmv of man-
kind, that “man of sin,” that “antichrist,” whe will yet

istians.

e

Ly

ey

ilts 18 cor upt
rg’’ related to
he i3 at once

2




{f Yohn 4-11 COUN NG 159

appear to oppose himself to Cod, and to be destroved by
the personal appearing of the returning, divine, victorious
Thrist. Because of the presence and the perilous influence
of such false teachers, Christians need to be on their g
‘ast theyv lose the faith and the hope and t
have come to them through the labors of I
they need to watch and to persevere that, when Christ
appears, they may receive for their s steadfastness a full and
complete reward
Such watchfulness is the more necessary becanse these
teachers make proud claims of being “adlwm ed” and
“progressive’” and T aders &,f new thought 3
Tact, those N ho dens :
DCrsor uld his savi
wui have lost nudm* tess than God h one c‘*mnot
Snow \md or Hve in a viral reladon to him or enjov
conscious fellowshi \\1tn him, in case he rejects the
revelation which (Jou has made of hnme&if in Chreist. It
is far better to seem “hehind the times” than 40 be
the truth.  True progress consists in retaining the realities
which the past ha absureé and in growing in the knowl-
adge of C hmxt. His teachings cannot be contradicted or
abandoned as out mf date. They may be uapl’)te«s} emd
esplained and applied, but they set lmits
truth which noone may disregard: “He that al
teaching, the same hath both the Father and
These false teachers are the more dangeru
they often move in the best circles of soc ;ew“ a
nleasing personalitv, and claim the name of
Their presence at public ga Lhtrnngs thelr pa
social and civie nowmeq‘ra. raise qm‘atloﬂw w
difficulry and delicacy. The atiwce of ,uhn i 1t

gy
et

mising; “{any Of‘lE'?Ol reth ant G50 |
teaching, rec e hlm no
greeting: T giv et’1 him greeang par ceth in his
avil worl "\ & ullould 10te at once, however, th

reference herﬂ 15 7o reachers who claimed to be C«f“”
authoritative, and vo such treatment of them as pidmy
would indicate sympathy with their ercors and support of
their nrofessed efforts to overthrow fundamental truth.




FOHN I3 John 4-11

Tohn does not forbid ordinary courtesy, e goes not encours
age impoliteness or chr rlishness or ank driess or cruelty.

It must be remembered that the provision of hespitali
was, in the davs of the early Church, a defind
furthering the gospel; but it might quitz as easily bes s >ed
to help in the spread of error. Ttis agaiost such a wrong
use of hospitality that John here protests. He means that
professional, w‘ogmzed teachers of her Bsy are not: h v be
aided in their offorts, are not to be I'“‘IC*Q"E]Z*&‘d as
o »upport are not to be so weicomed and gr ¥

encouraged in their worL uth is
even in the na 1
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£ iohn 12,1

3. Tre Coxcrusion. Vs, 12, 13

12 Having many things ¢ welte unte you, I wu
write them with paper and ink: but 1 hops fo coms unte
zou, and o speak fars to xace,, that your joy may be wade
full. 13 The ciilldren of thing elect sister salute thae

2

John has given hie counsel of Christian love, he has
sounded his warning ag ainst compromising  essential
truth: he now adds that there are many other my
of real importance to his readers, which he W(xul 4
sommunicate; however, be finds writing wi
ik to be unsatis{ he s consoled w
tation of an approaching visit when he can spe
irignds “face to face’; he is certain that thev

is jov atsuch a meetin ng.

Powi Shv it is emsarmq to Christians of the present da
o remunbcr that they hav ve apostolic sympathy in thel
: n with pen and ink as means of com
se they love. Surely there is mu
“ing in sped iking “face fo face,” or as we s
tw Lmrt However, even a jot 3

i on, and surcly the worl

AL, h h]
share

M,udmg

tewhich tells us that w
the tmth, 1* we are to enjoy g1 ace
f \.x()ﬁ the
Father”

bers of & hausehold or church re :ecl
¥ ’m}s 16 whont tl u’ prt € 01 enne d, &nd
wiher touch to the assurauce of fellowship w
joy who are un acceptance of C

3 hzcs Iilul(é\ h‘m
in love Mnr]

3o




THE THIRD EPISTLE O
3 L‘H;\

t may well
pen poriraits
nturies has
& early Church,

- din mcu, wl.,aal H‘{u the -11L of v
and which bring to Christians of every age as ad land mes-
sages of enc ement and warning and cheer.
The first of the portraits is UL(LL (f)f ("' '
weaithy houschol der whose Christi ]
by his gencrosicy toward his Ch «Uanj farl
jartv by the hospitality he has shown to certain
svange or preachers. These brethren were strangers
to him: but “for the sake of the Name'™ he has recetved
chern into his own home, and this, too, in spite of evident
opposition fron a prominent member of the Charch who
attemptad to prevent this exercise of Ch an courtesy
To h m the agsd Apostle john writes this letter, to com-
t him for his gracious hospitality and o enc
him to speed these visiting messengers © j
Ulsxifla tov it 4 manner \Vortlul\ of God,’
> and worthily of thelr hwh
.:” is thus that of a um.as‘tem spmtua{
charitable believer, who by the grace of hospitality is
f-tmﬂﬂh@;llﬂg the Church and furthering the gospel of
Christ.
T he second 1 u m is that J* Du)‘txephew

been shown
d particu-
traveling

0y t;ci the tAwa ch-
svered apostle,

*mmptuu BE sel mundence heh
%ng and the authority of the aged and
He has given no heed to the me age of
tacked him maliciously “with wicked we
fused hospitality to his messengers, and has attempted to
exctude from the Church those who were to receive these
messengers 010 their homes. It is a pitiful picture of
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Y,

overweening ambition. of concet-, of arrogance, of
and of the love and abuse of powe
There = a third sketch, of one, Demetrias, who
d])])(,‘d.l\ Lo De Lha bearer of the laaier a mait held o uni-
: his m‘ ow Christans, whose life accords
vhio has the special commendation of
,mhn.

[

Jls mmubd A
L “nderneath ©
cant motto: B
that whict G
Such are the three pien 1“01’*X&1m Cfmmuwd in this lictle
letter: but in skewching thent the writer has drawn uncon-
sCIOUE ‘*ix & picture of himself.  We see him bending under
sht iy ears, l sruened with the care of the c*hu*‘d £8,
his cause, con
ful i zn(iS, ;
orror
s alf

t}ze sp
to disci

confiden -
Noles ) Chy
the ep it uppe‘*rs as d hmxseholﬁ. of hrethe

sarated fro:
Nﬁ)miind s influence by
itality, not free, b
from the perl lousy and far
its members, but gi rded 11;(:% gume(. by men ¢
gifts and graces, strong in love, rejoicing in teuth,
to Christ.

The letter might be outlined as {oilow

ren, g

the

%rvirc ’mr Eyer,

t(}ﬁl:
oted

iFi

1T Joho 1o

Tn°
The C
&,

5

Cfl'rk—‘f-s.«dzx)m



ray thasi in ali thmgs mcnu ;
even as thy soul pmsp
1&10°d greatly, when brethren came and. |
sthy truth, even as thou walkest in truth, f& Greater |0; h‘ave
i none thara o hear of my children walkiag in the truth.

The aged Apostle John, long a prisoner on Fatmos, now
faboring in Ephesus and hurcme:fi “*ztl :
churches of Asia, had much to cause him
and dzsfmpmm went; he was susteined, however, bv his
by close human

invincible faith in {,w‘st he was comforted b

{riendships, and most of all was he merereci by learnd 1% of
the loval and consistent }r\ o5 oi rhan v',‘o, as a result of
his ministry, had been s to become
fruitful and helpful servants of ?zhc Lond, Among the
latrer was Gaius, to v whorm this ’E,etter was addressed.  The
name is familis in tl omPr Mew Testa~

impossible,
ATTROSSLLE, 1

ment Es8agas;
ntify this’
“'im be )rﬂ the's
of him is cont; a.nwd in the few ver
seems to have been a man of considerab b, prominent
in the church to which he belonged, faithfyl to his Christian
profession, and specially to be commended for the hospi-
tality he had shown to ?‘:ra*'eling evangelists who repre-
sented John and the Churc

The “saluration” dddressed to him iz unusvally |
but John, who styles himsell “the elder,” calls Gaius '“the
beloved,” and declares that he loves Hin truth.”
Even so brizf a greeting thus conrains the two words
which characterize the Second and the Third Epistle of
:0 namely, "truth” and “love,” The '*C«:ént Hpon
these words diffe’% abqhtk in the two letters, but by thera
the letters are molded and united. In the second letter,
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£ john

while fove is enjoined. there is warniag agaw i o weak
tolerance of those who deniesl the iruth: in this Third
Epistle, love is praised for its exercise 1‘owarrﬁ hose wha
proclaimed the truth.  The Second Epistle condemns the
departure {rom the truth which is known as “hergsv’;
the Third Epistle condemns the lack of love among pro-
fessing Christians which results in “‘schism.”

1{ the saluration is brief, its real content is enla
tie praver which immediately follows and which
place of the more usual greeting of “'grace, mercey, peace.”
This prayer is quite estraordinary in its content. Tn the
ape mng of no other New Testament epistle is there recorded
a petition for temporal blessings and for physical health:
“Beloved, I pray that in all thmgs thou ma: est prospet
and be in health,”” It would appear that Geaius had
been ill.  What is specially remarkable, howey o is the
measure of groqurin‘ which John proposes: ven as
thysoul prospereth.” The prayer is that the tempgral, @}mg‘--
perity of Gaius may e as great as his ‘sp1r1tuw_._ﬁr;§_Lf¢ eand
that his body may 'be as well as his soul. Few

us dars
offer that praver: by ‘noat Christians the ters ms need to be

rmzeraeé The proof of his smntual prosperity iz {cund

the report which has come of the generos "y ahown by
(}aius, This fact is also the warrant for the prayer:
Gaius has already made such o wise use of hi ‘rem soral

blessings that the apostle feels justified in asking thm hig
may be enlarged. as he alse prays that his health
imay be improved.

Suck a report of the faithful th”“&”%l‘dahip of Galds has
sfforded to John the greatest joy. The news has been
srought by fellow Christians who seem to have coras, not
once only, but from time to time, with the same tidings.
The substanc:-; of th message is dec’iareri bjy' T

snce of hrkrmn Lrut% by his C nmaman Ixfe, he iz mani-
festing *m faith by his w orks, o a3 John adds, “even as
thou walkest in Truth," that is, consistently, “trudy.”
The word ‘'thou’ is emphatic; 1t implies a contrast;
there are othere whose wall does not covrespone o thefr

&
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vwords;
from 1t

of faith;
suflared;
w wishes
which his
ceasioned er fov  have
s to hear of my children walldng in the
wruth,” By bis children”™ John of course means those
belivvers ‘»\]LO‘FK%:‘LYQ been braw}ht ing, ;ﬁLthﬁ;
by his influence. Nothing gives him greaier gladness than
1o learn that such are “‘walking in the In the
New Testament John alone uses the la ; bu‘t the
idea 1s familiar. It dcuptes livin

rruth, allowing it 10 dominate and to I
and the scul, to moid the character an ) determine all
choices and all acts. Surely no greater joy could be

rri that those

experienced
i wing in the

a Christian worker than to lea
he has 2

rought to Christ are thus ™
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5 Beloved, thou doest a faithful work in whalspever thou
oest toward them ihat are brethren and %tr"ﬂgt s withals

who bare witness o thy love bhefore the church: whom
thou wilt do wel to sat forward on thelr journey worthily of
oci 7 because that for t%‘e sake of Ehe Name they went
i orth, taking nothing of the Gentiles. 8 We thersfore sught

o welcome such, that we may be feiiow-womem for fie fruth.

2. THr PRAISE OF LATUS,

) 55 @nﬁlv

hich oc;z:ﬁ

The act w
specially des
o cer
to minister to tha cnm‘dw
Tt is easily understood lww n@&,:mﬂ it w ax fm ¥
in that age particularly, to exercise thﬁ race of lu:upmal ty,
and how greatly this grace tended m “further the
For two reasons, however, (Calus was to be spe:
mended: first, because the fvinerant preachers whmn h‘y
nad welcomed to his home were total strangers Lo him;

‘:ion&d this it’tl =, af}d Whm‘ Trbn

and, secondly, because his kindness made him the object
of criticismi and opposition & part of

own church, [ore called
both because it was an expression of hivs
also because it required stead
'md courage m accomplishment. This ‘E}*i.prBSSJ,OIW. (xi

Christian loyvalty was one of those which had been reported
to John, and, as he declares, the messen gers who had been
50 uetrltndec ba;e witness to thy love before the '
Now these same | sngers are refurning :
fohn makes bold ro request that Gaius not only éiml« werter

in them but shall aid them on their further ; Jjou
gifts of moeney and provisions, and that, too, i

m@mba’“ of fi
a faithiul work,

;

sincerc belief, and

&

fiberal manner, or, ag Joho says, witha gener@&;‘ity ”\1 orth-
ilv of God.”
Two reasons are assigned {or such graclous ity

that these messengers are rep L Hves
cnown, [tis

Dne is the {a
f Christ and are going forth to make Christ
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Jolin 5-8

frue that ¢ e word, “Christ,” 13 not mentioned ; it does not
oecur once i this letrer.  “They went forth,” Joha de-
clares, “for the sake of the Name’; but there iz no doobt
what name is meant: it is “the name which is above every
name,” in which some day everv knee shall bow.

The second reason for this kindness is the practice of
these particular missionaries, who, to avold all appearance
ol st : and all suspicion of unworthy motives in
pres §1ing refused to accept hospitality or rer ;nwmtion
from the Ucﬂtilﬁo to W hom thev were hn Il ngﬁ

o&rt cuia,r case alone, or to yLwe -tpccml
ttoall Christians in every ag Ve there-
come such, that we may be ’ﬁ[[m. ~workers
By extending sympathy and support to
he ministers and messengers and missio of Christ, we
are sharing in their work of making k the truth of
Christ; and as we pariicipate in the : 1 their
wil and their sacrifice, so, too, we shall share in their
rejolcing and their reward,




3. Tae CONDEMRATION OF DHOTREFHES,

9 1 wrote somewbat unto the church: bud
vho loveth to have the predminence among the
ws not. 10 TI fore, £ I come, I will bxmg to1
iis worke which he dueth' prating against ug wi
swords: aud not "omem therewith, neither do
receive the brethren, and them that would he |
vasteth them out of the church.

In striling contrast with Caius Cst”a,nd
and as the former receives unstintf i
given an ungualified rebuke.
which 1 has been wa

of the ¢

7

Birth connection, and mas

pride and n?t_\' of this man who 6 e
preénlinence.” He whose
apostelic autho r,t\ h od, and over-

welfare he

n imd writtena b
ephes was a

5 him, or at 1
nsels had been n

church of w
had been suppres
2

tj’t’i)n(ba e
and had made an opes
agalnst hin “with
trem light and reckless,
s ‘11(’\ WEre 111‘,; 3
BCCOTDE by d no less distressing:
he himscll recei brethren, and thew that would he
furbidderh and CJSE. them our of the ¢ h.” The
; twaud were the actual represen-
etigers of - and his
Church, and the influence oz’ D ;;tre:phaf" was 8o great ag
thus to threaren the progress of the go . o wonder
that John writes 1o commend Gaius, who in such a cris?t




hin 9, 10

THIRD

shown his lovalty to the trurh by extencling b .:mprmhfv
wonder that he here states

has
1 the brethren: and

reference w Diotreg Teome, Twill,
hral i Iy swhich he meant
n wished.  Thus John drs

one of in the long lne of m
d greed of power have imperiled the
{the “Cbris‘imw Uhirch: the pen may be &

f et apostle, but irs stro)
1 tis just pow sie
an 64111&1" C\p rience

m t 1]
aa\ e %

sh am:)mm are hr e ed from the
uaro, but o
kR

u

axl i)n(ic and ‘:}Clil
muu of him w b5}




131 Johm 14, 32 COMMENDAT

4. Tue CoMMENDATION O DEMETR

s riot that which {s evil, but
fogood Is of God: hs f

12 Demetrius hath the wit
wsell: yea, we
»LsA witness is frue.

hath not see
e, and of th
thou knowest tha

To counteract
imperiling thu b
Samdmg RIS
the bearer of th
{xai s, to \nhw
§5%) C
iirst,

influence of
and order of
r. by the name
ter, and is st fu”“l 2Of
Ietter is written and l'm "
This commend:
th the wit
i widedy kn
. he has tlm w
the ﬂmu‘ieuawm*z m ]
d truth, shows him

ness ol

F {rust

, the aged and . John,
mal testimorny to the character of
i minister of the early Chuorche

- witness: and thou knowest that our

ut that

Thus Gatus is war ﬂu‘ dgnmw. the
wence of erﬁr@p‘wm whose racter hlz,

md is exhorted o emul;
vho iz now to b
udd\ the characterist
: of God: he that 4 1 e at h n')L
seen God.” is 1o say, one whose humt of life is
wht, one who p“aam es whe that he has
n “horn of God” > life is evil hm not
raught that transfor in tf
sus Chri<t which

- been »kef(‘ud
delity of

i




{11 Tohn 13, 14

S Tar Comcrusiow, Ve 13, 14

I bad many things to write untc thee, n i enwilling
to write hem to thee with ink and pen: 14 but I hope shortly
tc sec thes, »JLXK" we shall speak face (0 face, Peacy be
unio thes. The friends salute thes. Salute the friends
Uy name.

As the aged apostle brings his L,Jer to a close, just
before writing his ber;edicnon of “peace.”” and before send-
ing the greetings of Christian iriends in Ephesus 1o the
Christian {riends of Gaius, he states how irksorne and une
satisfactory it is for him to communicate “with ink and
pen,” and he expresses the hope of a coming - when he
can “'spesk face to face.”” It is these natural and human
touches which make the last epistles ¢ he so fascinating
and {ull of life. Here we are not mov ng, in the sphere of
the supernatural and mysterious: there is no suggestion of
miracie and marvel; bur here we find men and wormen
like curselves, tempted by human weakness and faults,
‘mr*lw“; ng the work of whi‘i‘%" by the exercise of hospnahw,
living in the power of & wital {aith, laboring in love and
“xfaif.ms in the truth,”

o
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THE EPISTLE OF
JUDE

The writer calls himself “Jude” and adds thar he is
“brother of James.' Both names were common among
the eariy {ollowers of Christu Two of the apostles bore
the name of “Jude,’ or its exact »qui\'aieqt “Tudas,” and
two others were called “fames.” Neither this writer,
however, nor his brother were members of the apostolic
band. was probably the well-known leader
of the church in Jerusalem and a brother of our Lord.
1t therefore appears that fhc last of the General Epistles,
fike the first, was composed by a member of thet family
circle which is reverently associated with the memories
of Wazareth, of JMeary , the mother of Jesus, zad of our
blessed Lord himself

The oceasion of the epistie seems to have been the recep-
tion by the writer of news concerning the peril which was
threatening the Church. He had been addressing himself
to the task of writmg a treatise on the su of the
“salvation” which he shared with his {ellow ‘Christians,
when he unexpectedhy found it necessary to write them th.ts«
message in whick he urges them “to contrﬂnd edrnestly
for thc faith which was once for all delivered unto the
saints.” He has learned that entrance into the Church
has been gained by certain godless men who, in the name
oi liberty, are living in lawless h\,&ﬁ%(,. rd Lmdﬁt tm cloak
of a Christdan profession are hiding their sham i~
purity.  Both by word and by deed xhe} are denying the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Tudp declares that their doom will be as certain as that
of the unbelieving {sraelites, or of the fallen angels or uﬂ
Sodom and Gomorrah.  He describes them as insolen ty
defiant of all authority, like LJH} in wmurderous envy,
1&@ Balaam in their greed and seduction, like Korah
their pride and rebellion. They threaten their lellow
\,j’lrlbll&:’lm with ghipwreck both of fzith and morals. In

¥
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their false
thenisel

s rain.
ek ¢ only that
5 they appear
] S srernal night,

rence To them, Jude quotes a prophecy attributed
e Enoch, which deciares the comiug of the o}
mient up@n theses men or upon the sinners of h own day.
Like the ! atrer, these apostates coniplain of their lot, live
in sensual in {‘iu'a snce. boast of their knowledge and powers,
% their oan advancement.

The readers are reminded that the apo
had also predicted that the end of thi
marked by the appearance of just such | . adm"‘ who
vould follow their own lusts, destroy v of the
Church, and walk after their fleshly desires, not zecording
to the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

In view of perilous influences,
true believer adfast effort in Chrim
‘rlh al praver, confidence in the love of ¢ 1wf abiding

: in the appearing of Christ \v‘w sring thelr
xperience of grace to its final glp As Lo those who are
in qcm? of being mrrupred by the felee teachers, some
are to bp conving ea by argument, some are to be saved
ere diseipline, @ome are to be
wded with pity while their polim,mg contact is shunned.
1e epistle closes with a s 1;>erh doxology which reminds
the reade ailing protection and the saving power
of Lyod, to whom, wth “hr 1st our Lord, is ascribed eternal
r aises.

The outline of the

-

and self

tles of Christ
woild be

oy

Jude urges upon
ywth, con-

s follows:

Vo, 3-16,

‘«11‘ :mrE the L:JOY“I "of the ¥
a*‘mfl to the ’*axtuf al.

e S

£
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vant of ?'es,us Car

o

epistle was, almost certajnly
cet with unassumed m («Ja
Jesus Ch

T(.‘Jxkf“w was

o our Lord ]

.L\L‘ oﬂ&

s intimate ’Ma n.la{ G1 T Je\ > wih
that his words are worthy of decp res e, Hﬁ
dicates, however. that his human kinshi Hp o Chrd
s important to him thap his spiritual '
Arst phrase he 31(:}“3‘ ‘3 servant of
The word 1s Hterally & “bhondservant”
ly there is semething of humilin: in
hrely 1-1LICJ: ityv,  The san

ist.
=, Pos-
. bt there

fmed by
Tt mayv be ass b'
: 'er} ‘im ower of whrm, Pach ome belo ngs to him, 45 pun
shased by his preu\u bload, vach owes 1o him subimissi
sach finds his chiel jov in his service.

The persons addy d are unnamed and
the terms in which they are desc :
all readers may rejoice in mha\'infr that such phras:es: be-
%nzz tw them if fm}, theyv belong to Christ. They are

] eeded me- gracious

“ealled.” for they have heard and h
sumnpions (o salv 1 gi\';n by the H
“beloved,” but the love is more than humy

ana 1s cue t¢ thelr gpecial relamo“ T "‘{xod 1
she§ are being “kept,
and temptations, but A
return they are awaiting, Fm‘ such favored
whose blessings are related to Father, 5o
Spirit, the u ue }3"&“\'@1‘ is o&'gred: X
weace and lov




176 EPISTLE {F IUDE Jude 1, 2

¥

toward the undeserving saown by the Father, “Peac
denotes a perfect relation toward God and our {=l5w .
“Love' is the deepest and most blessed exnerience ol the
human soul. It is encouraging to helfeve that such
graces are cortain to be increased for all who are loyal to
the living Christ.




1

Jude 3, 4

2. Tur Occasron oF THE Writiws, Vs 3, 4

§ Beloved, whils | was giving all diligence o write unto
vou of cur ommon palvation, I was constrained te write
unto you e“hc-rtmg: vou to contend earn estly for
which was once for all delivered umio the smints
there are certain men crept in privily, even they
nid written of ?;e%:’ shand unte this ~omier:ma‘t:»;31:1
men, turniag the grace of our God infe lascivicusn
denying our only Wlaster and Loxd, Jesus Christ,

While Jude was planning to write his fellow hell
letter on subje elated to the salvation wh
shared, he was confronted with the necessity
ing this plan, and of pre; paring this epistle i
could urge his readers to a faithful Jexe%v of the great
¢ruths which had been received from Christ and h
tles, which he had been hoping to expound, which were
now 1o grave peril. The nature of this peril was the
presence and influence, within the Church, of certain men
Who, by their teaalzing as well as by their lives, were deny-
,na the Lord whom thev professed to obey. Their coming
da- been predicted long age, but their entrance | '
Church had been ugebserved, or their real nature
been known, and thelr power had not been appreci
Now, however, Jude is fully arcused to the ub{aaa(,f: which
they constitute o the Christian faith, md sounds a
call to arms, he declares that the enemy is res renched
within the camp, be insists that believers m LL“‘“ “eontend
sarnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered
unto the saints.”

By these words he indicates that the bod
1ruth is complete and final. There is ne (,.1hei
‘there will be um {ts content will
understood, its implications will be de\w;opo ],
tions will he fulfilled; but it will never be sup
or succeeded or supnlanted.

Jjude further indicates that this truth must be du
Even in the days of the apostles, even in the parly

{ abandon-
which he

erd

ended.
Thurch
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vwhere truth was ndd 30 df ae, there were th
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dbva l()ud
has ever been.
mmsf (Jcmgel ols MtaC i . 1uth
‘mw come from within the Chureh itsel [, and there never
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i i who nider

have ;

delivered unto the saints.”
t the best de e U 1ath
the infl umf‘e of 4 heiv life. urse the

must be carefuily stud
3 [nmlnn‘« must bhe de
ed, but “m, wa
s not thar of phy
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ertain to mani If in life.
howed their ers purity of
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& BJOOR OF TRE Favse Tr
‘\'s. a-,‘{,»

fenow ali ‘mnps vaece for all, 'm the I efd h*a‘v
“Geop'sz out of the land of EgT pt af’cem*aré {i,e,
1ot believed not. € &nd ig il i
cipality, but left theis proper hQ’ﬂi*atmra he ha‘i" ey
jasting bonds under darkness unte the judgment c)t
day. 7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the ¢if
therm, inﬁm‘g in s manaer with thess given
pver tﬂ fornic tzo_L and gone after strange fash,
ag an exampis, suffering the punishment of ef
Yot in like mam ¢ taese also in thelr dreaminy
flesh, and sel at ‘uougm dominion, and rail al
But Michael the i, ing
e disputed about the body of Moses, durst wot hulng against
him a railing judgment, but said; The Lord rebuke thes, 10
But these vail at whatsosver things they know not:
they understand naturally, like the creatures w
in these things are thev ﬁ%h’o;ed 11 Woe
foi they st in the way of Caln, and TBJ siotonsly i

of Balaam for hire, and peusbeci in the galosaying of Korah.
12 These ar tho are hidden rocks in your love-f
when they fe it you, shepherds that without r fee
.L{)ﬂ(iq wrtham water, carried alomy by windsy
s without fruft, twice dead, phucks !
roots; 13 wild waves of the sea, foaming ouf thel
shame; wandering stars, for whom the blackness of dammesm
hath been reserved for ever, 14 And fo these also ]
seventh frem Adem, prophesied, saying, Behold,
came with fen thousands of his holy omes, 1§ to {wuecu.tia
judgment upon all and {o cenvict all the nogedly of i
*works of ungodiiness which thev have wungndly »
and of all the hard things whick ungodly sinne 5 bave spoken
against m. 16 se gre murmurers, complelners, Tﬁ‘e‘c«i}']tlﬁ‘
after their lusts (and their mouth smaketh y@at alling
words), shewing respect of persons for the sake of ud M'm,t

& bo w
Ls;e]lve

“'\

2ol with
1 whose
e to the

The main portion of this epistie is thus con
the character and the ;‘unhhmtnt of these
presence and influsnce are such a serfous m
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comparison of this section with
E’om that the two pussages are prag
»Imx modern vtudehts ‘:a\e roqdudcﬁ

niuent belie\‘@ that Jucs:
hand the work oi' Peter,
positive in asserting the
& seem, however, thar th
stured by Jude s

bly it ia
of either
5 whose
y doing
ich were not
eter wrote, have now reached a fatal
Tt 1s evident that in spite of their s ari

in both epistles contain f
inet. f“hu»’: the drst e
not found fﬂ “h
of Israel thg nsen
s and 1ihe:i"r

unwise to be e

O

m at helieved not'” w
Iv thecorta
the men whom fude is
their «in to unbe‘aief.

- of doom, but
i bwg It

‘uu’t pﬁ*smlz\ but albgg ndrawn

i B m\ﬂ“ tw the Hebrews from the 'hzb*ionc
: w-

tieed, brethren, les lnplw g in

ov ii heart of un! >enﬁ§

inst sin and dm
Tl third c\“unle reverts to the mblxn v of Ge
infamous itinora ity and the subsequent destr
3 Sodom and the surrounding cities, a meference inten ded
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ot only to Chmge with i 1mpur3‘ y che ":*V‘H«om
i suflering

Tud zpferg, Ut also to warn them of thel
like penaity.

These liber ?me:—, however, refuse to be warned; and,
vainly dreaming that they can safely pursue their unholy
course, they treat with insolence the Church authorities
who would restrain and admonish them. Jude declares
that such conduct is condemned b}‘ the example of the
archangel, Alichael, who refrained from ralling against
even the Devil when disputing with him about the body
of Moses. Here again the reference is to a tradition about
which it is useless to speculate. The practical purpese of
Tude is obvicus. He rebukes the impious follv of those
men whe insulted authorities they should hawvs
and spoke irreverentiv of truths which thew
understand, while, in the realm of sensual i
where they were 2t home, they brought about tl
destrucrion by }iu(‘mv to animal passions.

To the charge of senseless insolence, fude adds twt of
murderous envy and hatred: “they went m the ‘
Cain’; and further, of corrupting m‘ed it
Balaam: and, again, of proud rebellion.” “the
of Inorah.”

Such then are seven, &t least, of the evil V}mrsv:f i
of these guilty aposi:ates whose destruction Jud
@rﬂdlmm t“m are unbelieving, proud, sensus
envious, rﬁedv vebellious.  Thelr picture
':abhorrem Tow er, by the ﬁgurﬂs of soeech which
follow, which portray their corrupting influence, their
hvpocrisy, their disgrace, and their doom. ing of
the Christian love f{easts, these false teachers are like
hidden rocks which rause the shipwreck of souls. [n their
great professions snd their failure o give aid, they are
like shepherds who rare solely for their own m,eds, ar like
clouds which bring no rain, or like trees which are fruitless
and blasted, or like waves bregking on the shore and leav-
ing a worthless deposit, or like meteors whi

ST OwWn

for a brief
time blaze across the sky and disappear in eternal dackness.

The punisbment of these apostates has been intimated
again and again; but it is finally stated by Judz in w
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which #radition had assigreu to Enoch, “the
Adam,” the ancient saint who “walked with €
translatec without dying.  Itis staved ‘
“to these,” tha 12
in his owhn day, 4s well as to these falge tgac
early Church,  1tis further implied that

will exist in the Jatter days just belore ou
dissatisfied men, slaves of passion, proud boasters, and
cringing flarter However, the Lord will come “with
ten thousands of his holy ones {o executs judgment upon
all.” In the expression, “Behold, the Lord came’ we
have the past tense of prophetic vision, So certain is
the event that the prophet describes it as already fulfilled.
The delay may seam long, sinful

L postat ¢ feel sect
but the hour will strike, and the fudge » will appear.

1
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4 Tos EXHORTATION 10 THE Farrarrn, Ve 17443

17 But ve, beloved, remember ye the words wihin
been sooken befors by the aposties of our Lord ]
that they said to you, In the lgst time there sh
zrs, walking after i Wi mvcdlv Iusts. 1¢ Th
they whoe make s¢ having not the @pmt‘
20 But ye, bz i FOUE K08t
Loty faith, prE ing i .he ,::Lolv %pmf keap ML}ve'-.
the love of God, loc ng for the mersy of owr Lord Jesus
Christ unto eternal life. 22 Aud on some have mere g wito
are in doubt; 22 and soime save, snaiching it of the
ﬁ:e; and on some bave mercy with fear: even the
garment spotied by the flesk

nax; not in the
otr doom, but in
ollowers of

Here, at last, the epistie reaches its
description of the false teachers and
this exhortarion. addressed to the
€hrist, the real purpese of Jude is fulni

The exhortation is threeicm First, JU iP 'e;;m.;, kJ;us
readers that the presence in the Chur
men was to be %ﬂectcd; it c‘louift not xumq
or discourage:; the apostles of Chrisr had, pred
The Church never would be free from such peril
Lord returned. One sign of his near approac
the increasing power and insolence of such?
would mock at the 1(1<,d, of a coming judgmetiT
walle accorditig to their godless Tusts, who B
separations” in t‘lL‘ ‘Church, men of sen
sutterly devoid of 'spiritual life.

In striking contrast with such aposrates, Jude next
encourages his rmderc to build thunmlmq ip upon tbe
{foundation of thelr "'most holy faith,” V '\\hzcb
upon those rurhk which ‘mee for all” we
unto the saints,” which alone form: the true ba Toan
enjarging Christian life and experience. Further, they
were to pray in the power and under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit from whom alone could come the strength
for growth and the power for life.  They were to “keep”

¥
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themselves “in thelove of God™; tiis is the most emphatic
verb in this part of the cxhortation; it is the one 1m*”vera-
tive, for to abide in the consciousness of the love of
the surest saleguard against sin; such ak may be
secured . by  faith and prayer and Hence, ey
were t¢ keep their eves fixed upon the which would
be brought to them at the return of \,m‘tsf:, Whea ‘eternal
life” would be realized by them in all its fullness and
glory.

iast of all. Jude exhorts oei-eve:rs as fo their attitude
toward those whe are in dmgnr of l\emg led &sum frorn
consistent Christian Ife and belief. He declares that
careful discriminadon must be exercised, '1(1 that every
effort should be made o protect and to s
“in doubt™; thev merit vour compassion, your warning,
vour patient care.  Some are In immineat pecl, they need
severe dfmcir)" e only thus can they be snatched from the

re oi t eir fierce Wmﬂm i;om. Fven thme whose unbe-

£

P
[

Thus Tuae exhoris T ‘
apo,ta%, et with qurm"iaeu for these ha:u @ °t>e:au pre-
icted ) not mrh ma«ty\m f{:«z spirttual zeal and effort

: e not with
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E. w Doxorocy, Vs 24, 28

24 Fow onio il thet is able o guard you fron
mé o set you i a,aewrb the wcsmcﬂ of his giafy without
0 ezcecdmc 3@3} 28 o \‘h@ only God our Saviewr, fu
esus Christ our Lord, be giory, majesty, domisdon an: POWer,
11 thms, and pow, and for evermore. Amen.

ascription of praise can be found in
e nor one with which these epistles
more firringly may conclude.  The thought has heen led
shrough dark scenes of perplexity and suffering, of apos-
tasy and doom; but now the clouds break away, and the
pyes gaze in rapiure on the face of a loving (
glory of a coming Christ.  The readers !
“keep” themsely G

G more inspiring

ere

s in the love of God: now
assured that God will keep them; in spite of
stiares, he ““Is able w guard you from stumbling”;
i moral perils and present sorrows, | %ﬁﬁ’ O
he presence of his g‘!oxy " at the appearing of
Christ, Vwithout blemish’ and in exultant “fov.'" T

ane God our Saviour, as there ever hasbeen, 56
be now ard foreverrnore, “‘glory, majesty, dm.r‘
wower,” “through Jesus Chriae our Lord.”

E
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