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Jesus told a parable about a man who owned some very nice and
| expensive pearls. However, he was not satisfied with just owning these ||
| pearls, but sought for the greatest, most perfect pearl to be found. In his |
efforts of searching, he came across such a pearl that was most valuable—

"the pearl of great price.” (Matthew 13:45-46)

The Lord stated that the Kingdom of Heaven was like that one pearl of
great price. It is priceless, of great value, and of great importance. If we are
| to possess it, we too, must be willing to sell all or give up all in order to |

possess the Kingdom of Heaven (Luke 14:33).

: Many things could be suggested to show the great importance and ||
value of the church, but the following five items will help to illustrate for us: |}

. Jesus said 1t was to be first in our lives (Matthew 6:33).

2. God planned the church and Jesus built it as the wise master builder |}
(Ephesians 3:11; Matthew 16:18; Hebrews 3:3-4).

3. Jesus serves as the eternally sound and dependable foundation of
the church (1 Corinthians 3:11).

4. The church was purchased by Jesus' shed blood (Acts 20:28).

. The church is made up of saved people (Ephesians 5:25).

The church is vitally important! The following lessons are ,
designed to show and emphasize why and how the church or the kingdom of
God 15 so important to mankind. !




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Preface — ""'The Importance of the Church"

I ---- "According to the Eternal Purpose of God' (Ephesians 3:11) ......cccouvuneee
{The Church Planned and in Prophecy)
II --- "The Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand" (Matthew 3:2) ......cccccevvviinnnnenen.
(Its Preparation & Establishment)
ITT — "Jesus is Both Lord and Christ' (Acts 2:36) cccucvvnnrrrneeinniriccrcecrncceene
(Jesus as King & Head)

IV --- "All Nations Shall Flow Into It" (Isaiah 2:2) .....ccociiiiiniiniiiniiniincnnnn
(A Universal Body)

V -——- "Ye Must be Born Again" (Johm 3:7) ..ccviiiiiniiiiiniiiiciancccsnseccscnssscones

(Entrance into Kingdom)

VI --- "Go Teach All Nations" (Matthew 28:19) .......ccccuveee.
(Its Great Mission)

VII — "Thou Shalt Worship the Lord thy God" (Matthew 4:10) .........ccccceveee

(Its Worship)
VIII - "Ye Are the Light of the World" (Matthew 5:14) ....cccoeiiineiiinicenneannns

{Lives of its Members)

IX --- "Blessed are ye if You are Persecuted for Righteousness'
Sake" (Matthew S:10) co.cvveeiiieiiiniiiieiciniciicecnsennnccnnes
(A Persecuted, but Faithful Bride)

X ---- "There Come a Falling Away First" (2 Thessalonians 2:3) ......ccccceeuveene.
(An Apostate Harlot Before the World)

XI --- "The Bride Arrayed in Fine Linen, Clean and White" (Rev. 19:8) .........
(Part #1—The Reformation)

XII - "The Bride Arrayed in Fine Linen, Clean and White" (Rev. 19:8) .........
(Part #2—The Restoration)




The Church—God’s Everlasting Kingdom Page 1

Lesson One

"According to the Eternal Purpose

A QPPN ¥ |
oj Goa

(Ephesians 3:11)

The church is vitally important! This study is designed to show and emphasize this great
truth! Each lesson is built around a Scripture phrase that deals with the church. This lesson will
show that the church did not come from the mind of man but from the mind of God, Himself.

The church is the product of the infinite and infallible wisdom of the eternal God of the
universe. It is therefore perfect in its design and function. It should not be changed or altered to
suit the whims and wishes of men; for in so doing, they will destroy the purpose for which God
designed the church. The church must not be taken lightly, for it is through the church that God's
great wisdom is made know among men (Ephesians 3:10).

THE CHURCH IN GOD’S MIND BEFORE CREATION

There are two sets of Scriptures that emphasize that God planned the church or the
kingdom. One set points out that these plans were made before God created the universe, or
before Time began; the other set points out that these plans were already made when the
foundations were laid.

The following Scriptures indicate that the church was planned before creation or before
Time began. Please see Chart #1 in connection with these Scriptures.

Ephesians 1:4—God's redeemed people at Ephesus were chosen or elected to be such before
the foundation of the world. "Before" is "Pro" in the Greek, and "world" is "Kosmos' in the
Greek and has reference to an orderly world or universe. The TCNT translates this phrase as
follows: "before the Creation of the universe."

1 Peter 1:19-20—1Jesus Christ was foreordained before the foundation of the world to shed
His blood to redeem these Christians. But this was determined in the mind of God before He
created all things. Weymouth translates this phrase as follows: "even before the creation of the
world. "

1 Corinthians 2:7—God's wisdom that had planned the redemption of lost sinners through
Christ was hidden from man until the time came to reveal it. But it was hidden in the mind of
God before the world. The Greek word for "world" here is "Aionios" which can be translated
by the word, "ages." The New Translation (New Testament) translates this phrase as follows:
"before time began."
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2 Timeothy 1:9—The church's salvation was given in Christ Jesus, but was planned for before
the world began. Again the Greek word for "world" is "Aionios." The Monmouth New
Testament translates this phrase as follows: "before the beginning of time."

Titus 1:2—God promised eternal life to His people, but He did it in His mind before the world
began. The TCNT translates this phrase as follows: "before the ages began.” Or another has
put it: "before the ages of time."

All five of the above Scriptures clearly indicate the planning on God's part for man's redemption
in Christ before He even created the world or before time began.

THE CHURCH—A MYSTERY FROM CREATION

The next set of Scriptures will indicate that God's plan for the redemption of mankind in
Christ was known by God from the beginning of time and was gradually being revealed by His
Holy Prophets through the ages—up until the time of the arrival of the Messiah. But what was
revealed was not clear (it remained a mystery) until it was fulfilled in Christ's death, burial, and
resurrection. Then, it was fully made known unto the sons of men through the preaching of the
gospel. The following Scriptures indicate this!

Ephesians 3:9-11—God's mystery was hid from the beginning of the world. "Apo" in the
Greek is translated "from." "Aionies" is translated "age." "From" indicates a starting point
from something. It infers that something was hid "from the beginning of the ages."” The TCNT
translates this phrase as follows: "Which from the first.” Taylor's translation states: "from the
very beginning."

Matthew 13:35—This passage quotes Psalm 78:2. It speaks of things that have been kept a
secret from the foundation of the world. "Kataboles" is translated "foundation," which
infers a beginning. "Kosmos" is translated "world." Williams' translation puts it simply: "since
creation."”

Revelation 13:8—This passage speaks of the Lamb that was slain from the foundation of the
world. This phrase is the same as Matthew 13:35. The ASV renders this: "from the foundation
of the world" as the KIV does. But it obviously has the connotation of: "from the beginning of
the ages."

Matthew 25:34—God's new kingdom was prepared for men so that they could inherit it from
the foundation of the world. Again, this phrase is similar to the two passages above. GSPD
translates this phrase as: "from the creation of the world."

Luke 1:70—Holy Prophets had spoken of a Savior for mankind since the world began. "Ton"
in the Greek is translated "since." "AP" is translated "time." "Aionios" is translated "age."
The literal idea is: "since time began.” The RSV renders the phrase as follows: "from of old."”
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Acts 3:21—God's Prophets had spoken about Jesus since the world began. The RSV renders
this: "that have been from of old."

Acts 15:18—God knows all about His works that were involved in man's redemption from the
beginning of the world. Literally, "from ages"” in the Greek. Berkeley renders this: "from
eternity."”

Romans 16:25—The mystery about Jesus Christ was kept secret since the world began.
"Kronos" is "time." "Aionios" is "age." Literally, "since the beginning of time." The ASV
renders this: "through the times eternal."

Thus, from these two sets of Scriptures, it can be seen that God not only planned for
mankind's redemption in Christ before the creation of our universe, but also had revealed His
plan through the Holy Prophets from the beginning of time. These continued revelations were
more of a gradual unfolding of God's plan, but keeping it a mystery until He was ready for Jesus
to come as man's redeemer.

UNFOLDING REVELATION OF THE COMING CHURCH OR KINGDOM

There are passages in the Old Testament that not only show that God planned for the
church, but that it was an integral part of His eternal purpose with reference to the redemption
and ultimate glorification of man. The church exists today as a living witness to the infinite and
eternal wisdom of Jehovah (Ephesians 3:9-11), which was a mystery (secret) through the ages
until the "fullness of time" came for Jesus to come to earth among men to reveal God's great
mystery to man.

Five things are closely tied together in the revealing of the great mystery of God. Please
see Chart #2 in connection with these five items.

1) The Promise of a Coming Redeemer. Because of man's disobedience in the Garden of Eden
it was necessary for man to have redemption provided for him since he was unable to save
himself That redemption was planned in the mind of God even before man was created and
put on the earth (Ephesians 1:4). It was God's Will that Jesus should die for the sins of
mankind (Revelation 13:8) and thus provide a just means of his redemption (Romans 3:26).

The following Scriptures show the intent of God from the beginning:

a) Genesis 3:15—The seed of the woman is to bruise the head of the serpent. That is,
He is to deal a deathblow to Satan's power over man. Hebrews 2:14 tells of the
completion of this work in Christ.

b) Isaiah 53:1-12—This prophecy was given about B.C. 690. While many prophecies
were given of the coming Messiah (the anointed one of God). this passage in Isaiah is
the most revealing.
53:5—"wounded for our transgressions”
53:6—"Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all"
53:8—"for the transgression of my people was he stricken"
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53:10—"made his soul an offering for sin"'

83:11—"he shall bear their iniquities"

53:12—"he bore the sin of many"

Matthew 1:21—At the birth of Jesus (B.C. 4)* an angel appeared to Joseph and
stated that the child's name shall be called Jesus because he will save His people from
their sins!

* This date, B.C. 4, is the new system of dating and does make an allowance for the
approximate 4-year discrepancy in the calendar.

2) The Promise of a Coming King and Kingdom. God allowed the Jews to set up an earthly
kingdom to rule and govern His people under the Covenant that God gave to them at Mount
Sinai through Moses. But he planned to set up another kingdom that would be different from
the first one. This kingdom was to be special in several ways.

The following Scriptures show what God's plan was in regards to this new king and coming
kingdom.

a)

b)

2 Samuel 7:12-16—God is speaking to David and making a promise in regards to a
successor for his throne. While some of these promises in this passage were fulfilled
in Solomon, there is something about the promises that look to the future. David's
seed (Solomon) was set upon David's throne. But Jesus was also a seed of David and
was set upon David's throne (Acts 2:30; Luke 1:32-33). It was said of David's seed
that he would build a house for the Lord. Solomon did build the Temple that served
for the worship of God under the Old Covenant. But Jesus also built a house for the
Lord (Hebrews 3:3-6), the church! But the one promise that has to be looked at
closely here is the promise of God establishing the throne of his kingdom forever.
The old kingdom ended with the Babylonian captivity. The only possible fulfillment
would be through Christ being placed on the throne of David to rule over this new
kingdom of God (Luke 1:32-33; Colossians 1:13). This prophecy to David is dated
about B.C. 1000.

Daniel 2:44—This prophecy is dated about B.C. 604. Daniel is giving the
interpretation of a dream of King Nebuchadnezzer of a giant image of four different
sections and of it's destruction by a little stone cut out of a mountain. He points out
that the image represented four succeeding kingdoms, with the Babylonian being the
first and the Roman being the last. It was during the days of the kings of the last
kingdom that God would set up His new kingdom. But again a most significant
statement is made about it—it will never be destroyed. It will not have an end like all
earthly kingdoms have had! The new kingdom of God has lasted for almost 2000
years thus far.

Daniel 7:13-14—This prophecy is dated about B.C. 545. It speaks of one liken unto
the Son of Man coming before the Ancient of Days (God, the Father). This one was
given Dominion, Glory, and a Kingdom. But notice the special feature of this new
dominion-—all peoples and nations shall serve Him. People of all nations will make
up this new kingdom. And again it emphasizes that it is to be an everlasting, unending
dominion. It would not pass away nor be destroyed by men.
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d) Matthew 3:2—1In a about the year A.D. 26 (A.D. 30 in original calendar), both John
and Jesus came preaching that the kingdom was at hand, about ready to be set up
among men. What kingdom? It had to be the one that God had been promising from
the beginning of time through His prophets.

3) The Promise of the Coming of the Lord's House (Church). This term, "house," is just
another way of describing the redeemed people that Jesus would save by His coming death
on the cross. The Lord's house and the church are identified as the same thing in the New
Testament (1 Timothy 3:15; Hebrews 3:3-6).

The following Scriptures show what God's plans were in regards to the church (Lord's
House).

a) Isaiah 2:1-3—This prophecy is dated about B.C. 740. The Lord's house was to be
established in the top of the mountains (Mount Zion in Jerusalem) (Hebrews 12:22-
23). It was to be established in the last days or last age of mankind on earth (Acts
2:16-17). Peter stated that "this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel"—that
in the last days certain things would come to past....indicating that the last days had
begun. All nations were to flow into the Lord's House. The same was said about the
kingdom (Luke 24:46-47). And it also pointed out that the word of the Lord would go
forth out of Zion or Jerusalem (Luke 24:46-47), which it did!

b) Isaiah 9:6-7—This prophecy was about B.C. 734. A Son would come and the
government would be placed on His shoulders. Jesus is the new king over His
kingdom and the new head over His church (Matthew 27:11; Ephesians 1:22-23;
Matthew 28:18). The names that He would be called indicate dignity and divinity,
which shows conclusively that it had to have had reference to Jesus, the Son of God.
But again it emphasizes that there would be no end to His government or of His
sitting on the throne of David. His kingdom would be established with judgment and
justice forever.

¢) Matthew 16:18-19—This statement was given by Jesus in about A.D. 28(32). He
said that He would build His church upon the great truth that Peter had just confessed
(verse 16). He is confirming what God said He would do from the beginning. He also
points out that the Gates (Power) of Hades would not prevail against His building it.
Jesus also promised to Peter (as well as the other apostles—Matthew 18:18) the keys
of the kingdom which gave them the power of opening the doors of the kingdom to
all nations of people. The terms church and kingdom seem to be used
interchangeable here in these two verses.

4) The Promise of the Giving of a New Covenant. Since there is to be a new kingdom, it
would seem fitting to have a new Law or Covenant for governing and directing these
redeemed people from all nations of the earth. A New Covenant was made necessary because
of the nature of this new kingdom. It would not only have a new king (Jesus), but it would
have a new high priest (Jesus). With the change of priesthood the Hebrew writer says that it
was necessary to have also a change of Law (7:12). But the Old Covenant was taken away
and a New one given in its place because the Old could not accomplish what God wanted
(Hebrew 8:6-13).
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The following Scriptures show what God's plans were in regard to the giving of a New
Covenant.

a)

b)

Isaiah 2:3—This prophecy was given about B.C. 740. Isaiah says that the Law of the
Lord would go forth out of Zion or Jerusalem. In Luke 24:46-47, Jesus tells His
disciples to preach repentance and remission of sins among all nations beginning at
Jerusalem. The gospel was preached first at Jerusalem and from there into the entire
world (Acts 1:8; Colossians 1:23).

Jeremiah 31:31-34—This prophecy was given about B.C. 596. God stated through
His prophet that He would make a New Covenant with Israel and Judah. It would not
be like the Old Covenant that He had previously given them through Moses—which
Covenant they broke. This New Law would be put into their hearts and theirs sins and
transgressions would be remembered against them no more. Hebrews 8:6-13 quotes
this passage and indicates that it had been fulfilled.

Luke 24:47—]Jesus gives his marching orders to His disciples just before He ascends
up from them into heaven (A.D. 29(33)). The new message was to go forth from
Jerusalem unto all nations.

5) The Promise of the Coming of the Holy Spirit. Again, something new is going to be given
to all mankind, not just the Jewish people but the Gentiles as well. The Holy Spirit would be
poured out upon "all flesh."”

The following show what God's plan was in regard to the giving of the Holy Spirit.

a)

b)

Joel 2:28-32—This prophecy was given about B.C. 800. It states that God's Spirit
would be poured out upon all flesh. Acts 1 and Acts 10 record the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit upon both Jew and Gentile. Peter's quoting of this prophecy of Joel states
that it was to be fulfilled in the last days (Acts 2:16-17). Miracles and signs would
accompany this outpouring. And such did happen in both Acts 2 and Acts 10.
Deliverance was to be in Zion or Jerusalem. And it was here that the Message was
first preached of deliverance through Christ.

John 16:13-15—This promise that Jesus made to His close disciples was given just
before His death (A.D. 29(33)). He promised that the Spirit would guide them into all
truth when He came to them. That He would also glorify Christ. What the Spirit gave
was the New Covenant Scriptures!

Acts 1:4-5, 8—After Jesus' death and just before His ascension, He appeared to His
disciples for a period of about 40 days instructing and encouraging them concerning
matters of the new kingdom of God. During this time He repeated the promise of the
coming of the Holy Spirit that would give them power and enable them to be
effective witnesses of His resurrection in Jerusalem, Judaea, Samaria, and into all the
world (Acts 1:8). In Acts 2, we see the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles
that enabled them by inspiration to speak the new message of God to all mankind!

God's mystery that He had planned from before time began was made known in prophetic
language throughout the period of the Old Testament history—until the coming of Christ to
fulfill these prophetic statements. To make light of God’s plans does not reflect to man’s good!
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Questions for Discussion

1. What Parable did Jesus used to illustrate the great value of the church or kingdom? (Matthew
13:45-46)

2. List 5 things that show the importance of the church.

The church was planned by God:
__a) Before He created the world;
___b) After He created the world;
__¢) Or, After man sinned.

()

4. Define the following phrases:
a) Before the foundation of the world—
b) From the beginning of the world—
c) Since the beginning of time—

5. Why are God's plans about the church called a mystery? (Ephesians 3 :3-5)

6. In what sense was Christ slain from the foundation of the world? (Revelations 13:8)

7. What 5 things are tied together with the coming of this New Religious System?
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

8. What is the value of knowing that God planned the church?
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Lesson Two

"The Kingdom of Heaven is
at Hand"

(Matthew 3:2)

In the first lesson, God's plan for setting up the church or kingdom was discussed. Five
things were tied together: (1) The coming of the kingdom of heaven (Lord's house or church); (2)
The coming of a king over His kingdom; (3) The coming of mankind's Redeemer; (4) The giving
of a new covenant; (5) The pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon "all flesh." It is important to see
that the church and the kingdom are identified as one and the same thing under this new
covenant system. The following passages will help to illustrate this:

a) Matthew 16:18-20—The church and the kingdom are interchangeable in this context.

b) Matthew 26:27-29—Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper to be partaken in his memory in His
Father's kingdom. But in 1 Corinthians 11:23-28, it is speaking of the church partaking of it
in His memory.

¢) Colossians 1:12-13—Saints are in the kingdom, but they are also in the church (1
Corinthians 1:2).

d) John 3:5—One must be born again in order to enter this new kingdom; but Peter, writing to
the churches in Asia Minor, states that they had been born again also (1 Peter 1:22-23).

¢) Hebrews 12:23, 28—The Hebrew writer uses both terms interchangeable in these verses.

There is a value in knowing when the church or kingdom had its beginning: (1) It helps to
distinguish the church from Old Testament agencies and institutions; (2) It helps to identify its
laws or when its covenant went into force; (3) It helps to distinguish the Lord's church from
those institutions that have been established, named, and governed by men through the ages.

Lesson one pointed out that the church or kingdom would be set up when the Christ
(Messiah) or Redeemer would come. But more specifically, was it to be set up at His birth, or
during His public ministry, or after His ascension back to heaven? (See Chart #1).

The purpose of this lesson will be to pinpoint with Scripture the beginning time of the
house (church) of God or the kingdom of heaven.

The Old Testament Prophets foretold of a coming kingdom or the Lord's House to be
built. In the previous lesson, passages of Scripture were looked at in view of the five events that
were to occur together at the coming of the kingdom. These prophecies will now be looked at
from the standpoint of pinpointing when this new kingdom would be set up or established among
men.
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PROPHECIES THAT PINPOINT THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH

1. Joel 2:28-32—God would pour out of His Spirit
upon all flesh in the last days. Deliverance will be
in mount Zion or Jerusalem.

2. 2 Samuel 7:12-17 (1 Chronicles 17:11-15)—
David's seed (descendant) will build God's house.
He will establish his throne and kingdom forever.

3. Isaiah 2:2-3 (Micah 4:1-2)—The Lord's house is
to be established on top of mountains in the last
days. All nations are to flow into it. God's Law or
His Word would go forth from Zion or Jerusalem.

4. Isaiah 9:6-7—The Government is to be upon His
(Messiah) shoulders. He will sit upon the throne of
David. His kingdom will be an unending kingdom.

Ths {33  Testememt
wroghesed the asak- |
Lishsuent of the

chiered.

5. Daniel 2:31-45—Four world empires (kingdoms)
were foreseen by Nebuchadnezzar in his dream of
the huge image. Below is a list of those empires:

The kingdom of God would be set up during the reign of the kings of the fourth empire. This
new kingdom of heaven would be established forever.

6. Daniel 7:13-14—The Son of Man ascended in the clouds to the Ancient of Days. He is given
Dominion, glory, and a kingdom. All nations are to serve Him. It is to be an everlasting

dominion—one that would not pass away or be destroyed.

7. Malachi 4:5-6—Elijah to be sent to prepare the way of the Lord.
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Chart #2 will give an over-all listing of these points so that they can be seen in sequence
all at once. These statements actually pinpoint clearly the time when the church or kingdom of
heaven would be set up.

PREPARATIONS DURING THE MINSTRY OF JOHN AND JESUS

The kingdom of God had been prophesied of for hundreds of years. The Jewish nation
had looked for and longed for its coming. After four hundred years of inspired silence (400 BC
to 26 AD), a fiery preacher came on the scene preaching a message they had long yearned to
hear, "The kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 4:17). Great excitement was being created
among the people. Their long-looked-for kingdom was about ready to be set up among them.

A factor that complicated the teaching process about the kingdom was the
misunderstanding of what kind of a kingdom it would be. Their idea was one of an earthly ruler
and realm, one of military power and material wealth (Matthew 2:2). Even the Devil tried to
seduce Jesus with the idea of an earthly rulership over all nations (Matthew 4:8-10). The Jewish
people were pressing for the kingdom to come (tried to force it on)(Matthew 11:12; Luke 16:16).
They even tried to make Jesus king on more than one occasion (John 6:15).

Much of Jesus' teachings were to try to clarify the kind of kingdom that would be
established. It was not to be an outward, physical kingdom to which they were accustomed , but
a kingdom within the heart of persons who would recognize and follow their king (Luke 17:20-
21).

Most of the passages in the gospels deal with the kingdom being at hand, that is, in its
preparation stage before its full establishment among men. The following will illustrate:

1) Matthew 3:2—John preached that the kingdom was at hand.

2) Matthew 4:17—1Jesus preached that the kingdom was at hand.

3) Matthew 10:7—The twelve were to preach the kingdom was at hand.

4) Luke 10:9—The seventy were to preach the kingdom was at hand.

5) Matthew 6:10—Jesus taught his disciples to pray for the kingdom to come.

Several passages indicate the expectation on the part of the various ones of the coming of
the kingdom. The following will illustrate:

1) Luke 17:20—The Pharisees wanted to know when the kingdom would come.

2) Luke 19:11-27—Jesus told a parable to help those who thought the kingdom was
about to be set up immediately. He pointed out that He had to first go away to receive
the kingdom.

3) Luke 23:42—The thief on the cross wanted Jesus to remember him when He came
into His kingdom.

4) Mark 15:43—Joseph of Arimathea waited for the kingdom of God.

5) Acts 1:6—Even the apostles, after Jesus' death and resurrection, were still expecting
the kingdom to be set up.
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But there are also special passages that help to pinpoint the time of the beginning of the
kingdom. They are as follows:

1) Mark 9:1—Some of the people listening to Jesus would not see death before the
kingdom would come. The kingdom was to come with power that could be witnessed.

2) Matthew 16:18,19; 18:18—Jesus said He would build His church and the gates of
Hades would not prevail against it. Peter and the other apostles were given keys of the
kingdom (to open the door for people to enter). They were given the power to bind
and to loose.

3) Matthew 26:28-29—The Lord's Supper would be taken in His new kingdom.

There are several passages that do not fit into this over-all pattern of the above passages,
but have posed problems to some in proper understanding. They are as follows:

1) Matthew 11:12—The kingdom suffers violence and the violent take it by force.

2) Matthew 12:28—The kingdom of God is come unto you.

3) Matthew 21:31, 43—Publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of God before
others.

4) Luke 16:16—The kingdom is preached and people press into it.

5) Luke 17:20-21—The kingdom does not come with observation.

Whatever understanding is placed on these passages it must not be in contradiction to
the many plain passages that indicate that the church (kingdom) was not fully and completely
set up until later.

When all was in readiness, Jesus allowed Himself to be taken and crucified. Upon His
resurrection, He gave plenty of opportunity for His disciples to witness His resurrected body, as
well as to speak about things pertaining to the kingdom of God (Acts 1:1-3). It was here that the
apostles wanted to know if Jesus would restore again the kingdom to Israel (Acts 1:6). So, up to
this point the kingdom had not been fully set up.

Chart #3 adds seven more points from Scripture that helps to pinpoint the beginning of the
church.

THE BEGINNING OR ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH OR KINGDOM

Up to this point in time (the ascension of Jesus), the kingdom was spoken of as being in
the future. By combining the last two charts it becomes evident that the church or kingdom had
to be established after the ascension of Jesus, but shortly after. The following points will help to
establish this clearly:

1) Acts 2:16-17; Hebrews 1:1-2—The kingdom or church would be set up in the "last
days." Peter clearly stated that the "last days" had begun!

2) Luke 3:1—The kingdom would be set up during the days of the fourth world empire
(Roman kings—Daniel 2:44). Luke records that John began his preaching in the 15th
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year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when he preached that the kingdom of God was
at hand.

3) Daniel 7:13-14—When Jesus ascended to the Father, He would be given a kingdom,
dominion, and glory. In Acts 1:9-11, it is recorded that Jesus ascended back to the
Father. But Ephesians 1:20-23 states that Jesus, upon His ascension, was placed over
all power and dominion, and that all things were put under His feet, and that He
became head over His church.

4) Acts 2:33—The Holy Spirit would be poured out on all flesh also in the "last days"
(Joel 2:28-32). Jesus repeats this promise to His apostles in Acts 1:4-8. Upon
ascending to heaven, He sent forth the Holy Spirit upon the apostles (Acts 2:33).

5) Acts 2:23-33—But the kingdom or church was to be built after Jesus had successful
overcome the "gates of hades." This, Peter said, he had done by being raised up from
the dead (Acts 2:23-33), and then He was seated at the right hand of God.

6) Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-5, 8—The kingdom was to also come with power. Jesus
promised this power to the apostles after his death. The power came when the Holy
Spirit came upon the apostles in Acts 2:1-4—on the day of Pentecost.

7) Acts 2:14-47—The doors to the kingdom were opened by the apostles when they
preached their first sermon and made it possible for sinners to enter into the kingdom
of God. Some three thousand responded and were baptized and they were added to
their number (or the church) (Acts 2:47).

Thus, it can be logically concluded that the church or kingdom had its beginning on the
day of Pentecost in the city of Jerusalem as had been prophesied. From here on (Acts 2), the
church was always spoken of as being in existence. For example:

1) Acts 5:11—Great fear came upon the church.

2) Acts 8:1—The church was persecuted by Paul and it was scattered.

3) Acts 8:12—Philip preached things pertaining to the kingdom of God.

4) Acts 12:5—The church prayed for Peter's release.

5) Acts 14:22-23—Through much tribulation, people could enter the kingdom—They
appointed elders in every church.

6) Colossians 1:2, 13—Those in the church had been translated into the kingdom of
God's dear son.

Many other passages could be given to show the existence of the church or kingdom after
the day of Pentecost. But from a negative viewpoint—if the church or kingdom was set up before
the day of Pentecost (Acts 2), the following things would be obvious:

1) If it were established before the death, burial and resurrection of Christ, it was
established before the foundation stone had been tried (Isaiah 28:16; 1 Corinthians
3:10-11; Revelations 1:17-18).

2) If it were established before the resurrection of Christ, its members would have had
no assurance of a resurrection themselves (1 Corinthians 15:12-19).

3) If it were established before the death of Christ, the church could not have been
purchased by the blood of Jesus (Acts 20:28).
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4) If it were established before Jesus' ascension to the Father, the church and kingdom
would have been without its head or king (Ephesians 1:20-23).

5) If it were established before Jesus ascended into the Holy of Holies (heaven), then the
church did not have a Mediator to intercede for them to God (Hebrews 7:28; 8:4).

6) If it were established before Jesus' death, its message was a "crossless" one. But this
is the heart of the gospel message: "the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus" (1
Corinthians 15:1-4).

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

The church of kingdom of God had its origin on the day of Pentecost when the first
gospel sermon was preached in fact and reality and 3000 were obedient to the message and
added to their number (apostles). Any church professing to have a beginning before or after this
time could not be the one that the Bible speaks about.
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. During what earthly empire (kingdom) was the kingdom of heaven to be set up?
2. When did the church have its beginning?
3. Where did the church have its beginning?
4. What was to come at the same time the kingdom came?
5. From where was the Law of the Lord to go forth?
6. When did Christ sit on David's throne?
7. Was Peter the head of the church or was Christ?
8. When was Jesus made king over His kingdom?
9. Why be concerned about when the church or kingdom had its beginning?
TRUE OR FALSE
1. The church was invented by the apostles after Jesus' death.
2. Jesus promised the apostles special powers after He left them.
3. Jesus stated that the kingdom was already set up during His public ministry.

4. The church began just after the death of John, but before Jesus' death.

5. Jesus sent 70 disciples out to preach that the kingdom had already come.

6. Peter speaks of a "beginning" with reference to the events on Pentecost in Acts 11:15.
7. Only Peter, among the apostles, had the power to bind and loose.

8. Acts 2 is a very important beginning date for the church.

9. One of Jesus' parables stated that Jesus had to go away to receive His kingdom.
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Lesson Three

"Jesus is
Both Lord and Christ”

(Acts 2:36)

The kingdom about which the prophets foretold and that John and Jesus proclaimed was
at hand was set up and established on the first Pentecost after the Resurrection of Jesus (Acts 2).
This was to be a new kingdom, not like the one with which the Jewish nation was familiar in
their past experiences. The Messiah would reign over this new kingdom. He would govern His
people. God was king over the Jewish nation at first, but the people clamored for a king like the
nations around them; thus, rejecting God as their only king (1 Samuel 8:1-7). Under this new
kingdom, God again would be their king (through the reign of Jesus) over His people.

The purpose of this lesson is to emphasize the kingship of Jesus over His new kingdom or
church, and to show what all is involved in the exercising of this kingship.

PROPHECY THAT EMPHASIZED JESUS’ AUTHORITY

The prophets spoke of a Messiah (the anointed One) to come to redeem mankind. This
Messiah would come through the lineage of Abraham and David (Matthew 1:1). But the
prophets also spoke of a king and a kingdom—a ruler that would build God's house—He would
have authority. The following passages in the Old Testament are confirmed in the New
Testament as being fulfilled in Christ.

1) 2 Samuel 7:13—God promised to establish the throne of a seed of David. According to Peter
in Acts 2:29-33, Jesus is on the throne of David reigning as king.

2) Isaiah 9:6-7—Isaiah also emphasized that one would sit upon the throne of David and the
government would be upon his shoulders. Also, Acts 2:29-33 again shows the fulfillment of
this prophecy about Jesus as king.

3) Zechariah 9:9—The prophet told the people of Jerusalem to rejoice because their king was
coming and bringing salvation—as He came, he would be riding upon an ass, a colt, the foal
of an ass. John records the account as being fulfilled in the triumphal entry of Jesus into the
city of Jerusalem (John 12:12-15).

4) TIsaiah 28:16—Isaiah foretells of a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, that is laid in Zion as a
sure foundation. The Psalmists adds that this stone was rejected by men and He became the
head stone of the corner (Psalms 118:22). Peter stated that Jesus was the tried stone that they
rejected, but which God made the head of the corner (Acts 4:11).
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5) Psalms 110:1—The Psalmists records what the Lord God said unto David's Lord— "sit at
my right hand until your enemies are brought under your footstool.” Peter attributes this
prophecy as being fulfilled in Jesus (Acts 2:34-306).

Jesus , the Messiah (the Christ), is the fulfillment of these prophecies of a Ruler to come to
rule over God's people.

WHAT DOES JESUS’ KINGSHIP MEAN?

1. It means that Satan's power has been destroyed. Hebrews 2:14-15 indicates that one
of the purposes for Jesus' coming was to destroy him who has the power of death, that is, the
devil. Death no longer has power over mankind that it once had. The victory has been won—
Satan has been defeated (Revelation 12:7-12). Jesus foretold of Satan defeat (John 12:23, 31). As
a result of this victory: (1) Mankind can now enjoy the salvation of God (Acts 2:38, 47); (2) The
Power Jesus promised the Apostles could be sent (John 16:13; Mark 9:1; Acts 1:8; 2:4, 16-17);
(3) The kingdom can be set up (Mark 9:1; Acts 1:8; 2:4); (4) and the Authority of Christ could be
exercised (Matthew 28:18-20).

2. It means that Jesus has the power and authority to rule. Jesus is the Monarch of
His church or kingdom. He has the right to rule because of the great sacrifice that He made for
mankind (Revelation 5:12). He has the right to give commands, to govern, to reward and punish,
to give guidance to His subjects. The early church understood Jesus' absolute authority. His
authority was greater than: (1) The traditions and customs of men; (2) The gods of the pagan
world; (3) The authority of the Caesars of Rome. They were willing to accept persecution and
even death rather than to deny their king (Revelation 12:11).

VARIOUS TERMS USED TO DEPICT JESUS’ RULERSHIP

1. "Government on His shoulders" (Isaiah 9:6-7). This term easily depicts the idea of
rulership. It is the kind of rulership that is characterized as one of judgment, justice, and
peace. Jesus 1s called the "Prince of Peace."

2. "Jesus as Lord" (Acts 2:36). The term indicates one who rules over others and has authority
over others to reward or punish those who obey or disobey. Christ is to be confessed by men
as Lord (Romans 10:9-10). He is referred to as the ""Lord of lords" (Revelation 17:14). The
term, "Lord," also carries with it the idea of "Master" who has servants or slaves whom he
employs or has purchased. Paul speaks of our need to glorify God with both our bodies and
souls because we have been bought with a price, the blood of Jesus (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).
For one to turn his back on Jesus after becoming a Christian, the Scriptures say he has turned
his back on his Lord that bought him (2 Peter 2:2).

3. "Jesus as King" (Revelation 17:14). Jesus is worshipped as not only the "Lord of lords,"
but also as the "King of kings." His kingship is depicted as one who sits on the throne of
David at the right hand of the majesty on high (Acts 2:29-35). He is in the right lineage to be
king as a descendent of David and heir of the promise that God made to David (2 Samuel
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7:12-17). He will rule as king over His kingdom until the end when He shall deliver the
kingdom back to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24).

4. "Jesus is Head" (Colossians 1:18). The idea of headship is that of "pre-eminence." This
headship involves Jesus being placed far above all principality, and power, and might, and
dominion, and every name that is named"” (Ephesians 1:20-23). But this headship is over
His body, the church. The church is subject to Him as their head. There is a very strong
emphasis upon the ONENESS of the head as well as the body! One head over one body, the
church. Not many heads (two or more) and not many bodies or churches. Jesus does not
share His rule or authority with anyone, especially with any man! The church has NO human
head, only a divine One! Any one who would make such a claim is self-deceived and inflated
with his own pride! If men originate churches, name them, organize them, give human laws,
and place heads over them—they are human institutions (religious, but human) and not the
body or church of Christ! For Christ is the only head over His one church.

5. "Jesus is the Husband" (2 Corinthians 11:2). Jesus gave up His life to purchase His bride,
the church (Ephesians 5:25). As the husband is head over the wife, so Christ is head over His
church. The bride is subject to her husband in everything, so the church should be to Christ
(Ephesians 5:23-24). This relationship denotes the closeness, intimacy, and love between the
husband and his bride.

There is only one source of authority for the church or kingdom—Jesus! All power or
authority has been given to Him in heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18). No man, nor group of
men will supplant Him as the supreme ruler of His church. They may try and deceive themselves
and others into believing that they have succeeded, but in the day of judgment the truth will
come out (Revelation 20:11-15). If Jesus has all authority, then His subjects do not have a right
to make laws in His stead for the church. Christ has the right to rule and His rulership must be
respected.

HOW DOES JESUS EXERCISE HEADSHIP OVER THE CHURCH?

If Jesus is to rule or exercise headship over His people, there must be guidance coming
from the head! In fact, there is a strong emphasis given to Christians that whatever they do in
word or deed that all is to be done in the name of the Lord Jesus (by his authority) (Colossians
3:17). It should be obvious that Jesus has given His people a Law or Covenant to go by in order
to be saved and be prepared to serve their king acceptably. The prophet Jeremiah was inspired to
foretell of the giving of a new covenant, which the Hebrew writer picks up, quotes, but states that
it is a new and better covenant based on better promises (Hebrew 8:6-13). The Old Covenant that
was given to guide the Jewish nation was taken away and nailed to the cross by Jesus
(Colossians 2:14) and replaced by a new and better covenant that is referred to as the "perfect
law of liberty" (James 1:25). Thus, Jesus rules His people by the new covenant from God. Those
who will not take heed to the words of Jesus will face them in the day of judgment (John 12:48-
50). This new covenant or law is complete to accomplish God's purposes for man. It has the
power to save those who believe (Romans 1:16); to furnish us completely unto all good works (2
Timothy 3:16-17); and provides us with all things that pertain to life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3).
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Since Jesus only preached while He was on earth and did not write down His Word for
men to follow, it was necessary to have it written down after His ascension back to the Father.
He had chosen twelve men, called apostles, through whom His word could be given to mankind.
Just before His death He informed them of His plans to send the Holy Spirit upon them to give
them the guidance necessary to preach, teach, and write down His Word accurately (John 14:26;
15:26; 16:13-15). He repeated this promise to the apostles after his resurrection (Acts 1:4-5, 8)
and told them to wait for the promise of the Holy Spirit before going forth to proclaim His Word
to mankind (Acts 1:8; Mark 16:15-16). Jude in his letter stated that "The Faith" had been once
for all delivered to the saints (verse 3) and John in the Revelation letter warned about adding to
or taking away from God's truth (22:18-19). The apostle Paul stated that he had received what he
taught as a revelation from God and that he wrote it down so that when the Christians read it,
they would have an understanding of God's will for man (Ephesians 3:3-7).

The New Covenant Scriptures, containing God's Will revealed through Christ and His
chosen ambassadors (guided and confirmed in their message by the Holy Spirit), constitute a
complete and perfect rule of faith and practice for God's people today. It is the Divine
Constitution of the kingdom of God. When one is obedient to this Law, he shows respect for the
authority of Christ over his life. Disbelief or disobedience shows a rejection of the authority of
Christ over one's life.

HOW IS THE CHURCH ORGANIZED TO FUNCTION UNDER JESUS’ HEADSHIP?

Not only does the church need a head to give direction to it, but it needs to have some
form of organizing itself in order to carry out the will of the head. The Lord has given sufficient
information to show how He wants His church organized in order to function smoothly. Such
should not be a matter of human invention. To do so would be to reject Christ's authority over
His people.

The Lord kept the organization of the church simple and not complex like the world.
Man's wisdom calls for a complex superstructure, but God's wisdom calls for simplicity. There is
no universal organization of the church except with Christ as the only head (Ephesians 1:20-23).
Each local congregation of the church is subject directly to Christ as head. This is called
"Autonomy" or "self-governing." It stresses that there is no outside authority over the local
church except for Christ.

The local body is organized in the sense that it helps to keep things decent and in order
(1 Corinthians 14:40). God placed certain servants to be in the church for the purpose of helping
the church to be in subjection to it's head, Jesus Christ. At the same time, they serve to build up
and mature the church in their service to God and their fellow-men (Ephesians 4:11-16). These
servants are as follows:

1. Apostles and Prophets. These were especially chosen by the Lord to reveal His will to
mankind. When they completed their work of giving the new covenant in it's completeness,
the job was done. They had no successors in the church, for their work continues to guide
mankind even until today by what they wrote down—The New Covenant of Christ!
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2.

Evangelists. They are also called preachers or ministers of the Word (1 Timothy 2:7;
Ephesians 6:21; 2 Timothy 4:5). As the terms imply, they were the proclaimers of the good
news about Jesus Christ. They are pictured as traveling to different places to set up and
establish new congregations as well as working with congregations already established.
These men have no authority to bind upon mankind their own opinions or the opinions of
other men or group of men. Their work is to proclaim the unsearchable riches found in Christ
Jesus.

Pastors (Shepherds). This is one of several words that denote the work of another group of
men in the church. They are also referred to as: Overseers or Bishops, Elders or Presbyters.
These terms help to describe the work they are called to do among God's people. (1) As older
men with wisdom to help make critical judgment decisions; (2) As overseers to help direct
God's people in carrying out God's will; (3) As shepherds to show a personal care and love
for God's sheep. They are warned against the danger of lording it over God's people (2 Peter
5:3), and were encouraged to serve as examples to them. There was to be a plurality of these
men appointed in each church (Acts 14:23) after they have sufficiently met certain character
and experience qualifications (1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). Their work is not to bind rules
and regulations upon God's people, but rather to encourage, exhort, teach, and persuade them
to follow the teachings of Christ.

Teachers. In a congregation of God's people there may be many who are teachers of God's
word in a special way and special situation. While the warning by James was not to have
many teachers (James 3:1), the purpose was not to discourage God's people from becoming
teachers of the word, but to emphasize the gravity of teaching the truth of God to others. The
writer of Hebrews rebukes those to whom he wrote for not yet being able to teach others
(5:12). Older women are encouraged to be teachers of good things to younger women (Titus
2:3).

Deacons. While not mentioned in the list of workers God placed in the church in E phesians
4:11-16, yet it is obvious that deacons (or special servants) were a part of the work-force of
the local congregation. They were to be qualified men in life and works (1 Timothy 3:8-13).
While the stress on the work of deacons seems to be that of helping others, it does not forbid
them from being teachers of God's word as well.

Saints. This term is an all-inclusive term for all the members of the body of Christ at a local
congregation (1 Corinthians 1:2). They are also referred to as: Disciples (Acts 11:26);
Christians (Acts 11:26); brothers & sisters (1 Corinthians 1:10); believers (Acts 5:14); etc.
Christ's body is made up of "many members," but not all the members have the same work to
do. However, all should be held in honor and esteem by a mutual affection, having the same
care one for another (1 Corinthians 12:25). And all are exhorted to abound in the work of the
Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58).

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

Christ is "King of kings" and "Lord of lords!" His authority and headship should be

respected by all who claim Him as their Lord (Luke 6:46). The Father spoke from heaven
praising His Son and commanded that all hear Him (Matthew 17:5). Those who love God will
respect His authority over them by keeping His commandments (John 14:15). This headship is
exercised through the New Covenant Scriptures. (Hebrews 1:1-2; Ephesians 2:19-22).
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
I. Why is it vital to have a divine rather than a human head over the church?

2. How does Jesus exercise His headship over His church?

3. If one refuses to belong to the body or church of Christ, what has he done with Jesus'
headship?

4. What does a head do?
S. How much Authority does Jesus have?
TRUE OR FALSE

1. The apostles were selected by the church to serve for a limited time.

2. Peter was made head of the church.

3. Elders are the heads of the local church.

4. The church and the kingdom are the same under the New Covenant.

S. The words "elders or presbyters," "pastors or shepherds," bishops or overseers,"
all have reference to the same workers in the church.

6. Christians are called "saints" in the church.

Please Check the Correct Answer

1. The authority in the church is:
__a) The elders.
__b) The preacher.
__¢) A council of men.
____d) Christ.
2. The kingdom was to be set up during the reign of the kings of which empire:
___a) Babylonian
__b) Medo-Persian
___¢) Macedonian
__d) Roman
3. The church was established and organized with special workers as follows:
___a) Apostles
__b) Prophets
___ ¢) Archbishops
____d) A Pastor over each church
__¢) Evangelists
____ D Elders
__g) Teachers
_____h) Priest over rest of the members.




.JESUS THE CHRIST SON OF GOD
Helis
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Lesson Four

"All Nations
Shall Flow Unto It"

(Isaiah 2:2)

The church or kingdom of God came into existence on the first Pentecost after the
resurrection of Jesus (Acts 2). Christ was made "King of kings" and "Lord of lords" upon His
ascension back to the Ancient of Days (Daniel 7:13-14).

In the previous lesson (3), emphasis was placed on the Authority of Christ and the
various terms that denote this Authority position: King, Head, Lord, Husband, Government to be
upon His shoulders. But Jesus' relationship to this new kingdom has other aspects such as the
tollowing:

1. Bridegroom of the Bride. (Matthew 9:15; Romans 7:4)

Savior of the Body. (Ephesians 5:23; 1:22-23)

Purchaser of the church. (Acts 20:28)

Builder of the church. (Matthew 16:18)

Foundation upon which the church is built. (1 Corinthians 3:11)
The Corner Stone upon which the church is built. (Ephesians 2:20)
High priest to make reconciliation for sins of people. (Hebrews 2:17)
Mediator (Go-between). (Hebrews 8:6; 1 Timothy 2:5)

Prophet. (Deuteronomy 18:18; Acts 3:22; Hebrews 1:1-2)

10. Shepherd of the Sheep. (John 10:11-15)

11. Intercessor. (Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34)

12. The Way, the Truth, the Life. (John 14:6)

13. The Light of the World. (John 1:6-9)

002 o R W

While lesson three was intended to give strong emphasis to the headship of Christ, lesson four
will emphasize the Nature of the Body (Church) of Christ.

ITIS A CALLED OUT BODY OF PEOPLE

God's people today are a separated people, separated out from among the peoples of all
nations, to be the new kingdom of God upon earth. Inthe Greek New Testament, these people
are referred to as the "EKKLESIA:" that is, the "called out" people of God. This phrase is used
in Scripture to denote various relationships as follows:

1) In Relation to God:
a) “the church of God" (1 Corinthians 1:1-2; 11:22; 15:9; 1 Thessalonians 2:14).
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b) "the house(hold) of God" (1 Timothy 3:15; Galatians 6:10; Ephesians 2:19).

c) "the kingdom of God" (Acts 19:8; Romans 14:17; Colossians 4:11; 2 Thessa-
lonians 1:5).

d) "the flock of God" (1 Peter 5:2; Acts 20:28).

2) In Relation to Christ:
a) "the body of Christ" (1 Corinthians 12:27; Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 5:23).
b) "the churches of Christ" (Romans 16:16).
c) "the kingdom of Christ" (Ephesians 5:5).
d) "the bride of Christ" (Ephesians 5:22-27; Revelation 21:2, 9).
e) "the church of the firstborn" (Hebrews 12:23).

3) In Relation to it's Members:
a) "the churches of the saints" (1 Corinthians 14:33).
b) "the churches of the Gentiles" (Romans 16:4).

4) In Relation to Provinces or Countries:
a) "the churches of Judea" (Galatians 1:22)
b) "the churches of Galatia" {1 Corinthians 16:1; Galatians 1:2).
¢) "the churches of Asia" (1 Corinthians 16:19).
d) "the churches of Macedonia" (2 Corinthians 8:1).

5) In Relation to Cities:
a) "the church of Ephesus" (Revelation 2:1).
b) "the church of the Thessalonians" (1 Thessalonians 1:1).
¢) "the church of the Laodiceans" (Colossians 4:16; Revelation 3:14).

For a more detailed description of Christ's relationship to His church with it's privileges and
functional aspects, please see the Chart: "Description of Christ and His Church."

Descriptive phrases are used to identify these special "called out" people. In each
case the emphasis is upon the one to whom they belong. The following will illustrate:

1) Church of God. (1 Corinthians 1:1-2)

2) Church of Christ. (Romans 16:16).

3) Kingdom of God. (Acts 19:8)

4) Kingdom of God's dear Son. (Colossians 1:13)

5) Temple of God. (1 Corinthians 3:16-17)

6) Family of God. (Ephesians 3:14-15)

7) Body of Christ. (Colossians 1:18)

-

In addition to showing the relationship of these people to God and His Son, it also was saying to
the rest of the world, "You are NOT the 'called out’ of God," "You are NOT the kingdom, or
temple, or family, or body of God or of His Son.” Only certain persons made up this "called out"
group of people identified as belonging to God.
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The Nature of this calling. The Scriptures speak of this calling in various concepts. The
following will illustrate:

1) Itis a heavenly calling. (Hebrews 3:1)
2) Itis a holy calling (1 Thessalonians 4:7; 2 Timothy 1:9; 1 Peter 1:15).
3) Itis adivine calling (1 Peter 5:10; 1 Corinthians 7:15; 2 Timothy 1:7-9)

How are these people called out? Does God, or Christ, or the Holy Spirit call people
directly by a "still small voice" inside of our being or an audible voice that we can hear with our
cars? The Bible states that men have a divine calling, but does not stop there. It makes it clear
how this calling is accomplished. It is done by Jesus when He expressed His loving invitation in
these words: "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”
(Matthew 11:28). Or, as He stated to the church at Laodicea: "Behold, I stand at the door, and
knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with me." (Revelation 3:20) Thus, God's call to man is in the normal way of
communicating to one another—by words! But God's call is accomplished today by some very
special words that is calied "the gospel!” We are called by God through the preaching of this
gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:13-14). He does this calling through His servants' preaching or teach
His message of hope to others (2 Corinthians 5:20). Neither God, nor Christ, nor the Holy Spirit
come to each individual directly, but calls each through His revealed Will to man (Romans 1:16;
1 Corinthians 1:21-24).

Into what are people called? This calling of God is for men to leave something and
come into something. It is being called out of the world (2 Corinthians 6:17) or darkness
(Colossians 1:13) so that redeemed men can come into the kingdom of God's dear Son
(Colossians 1:13-14). Men are being called into a fellowship with God and other redeemed
people into the "one body" of Christ (1 Corinthians 1:9; Colossians 3:15). Men are called to be
saints (sanctified, cleansed, set apart people) of God (1 Corinthians 1:1-2; Romans 1:7). It is lost
prodigal mankind that is being called to be the children of God (Romans 9:25-26; 1 John 3:1).
And such are called upon to live worthily of such a calling by God (2 Thessalonians 1:11-12).
The church is made up of a separated people unto God (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).

THE CHURCH IS A UNIVERSAL BODY OF REDEEMED PEOPLE

All Nations were to flow into it. This new church of God was to be made up of people
from all nations, tongues, and kindred (Revelation 5:9-10). Isaiah foretold of all nations flowing
into the Lord's house (Isaiah 2:2-3). The Revelation letter pictures it as a reality (Revelation 7:1-
123.

The Jews made up the kingdom of God under the Old Covenant as a special people of
God on earth. Jeremiah foretold of a New Covenant to be given to the Jewish people (Jeremiah
31:31-34) that would replace the Old Covenant which they had broken. But, in addition, the
Gentiles were also to be brought under this New Covenant, as well, and both Jew and Gentile
would make up the new kingdom of God (Ephesians 2:16). Following are the prophecies that
were given by God in regards to the Gentiles being brought in under this New Covenant and
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pointed out in the New Covenant Scriptures as being fulfilled in the church:

1) Hosea 2:23 (Romans 9:25) 4) Isaiah 42:6 (Acts 13:47)
2) Hosea 1:10 (Romans 9:26) 5) Isaiah 42:7 (Matthew 4:15-16)
3) Isatah 11:1 (Romans 15:12) 6) Amos 9:11 (Acts 15:16-18)

Saul (later known as Paul, the apostle) was chosen to be an apostle unto the Gentiles to
preach the gospel unto them as well as unto the Jews (Acts 9:15; 13:46-47; 22:21; 26:16-18). In
the Ephesian letter Paul especially emphasizes that the cross of Christ not only took away the
Old Law, but at the same time made it possible to reconcile both Jew and Gentile in "one body"
or church (Ephesians 2:14-17; Colossians 1:20-22).

A universal body under Christ as Head. A body has ONE head and a head has only
ONE body. Yet, the body is made up of "many members" (1 Corinthians 12:14). Each local
congregation is made up of "many members." Each member has its special function; yet, they are
all members of the same body (1 Corinthians 12:12).

The same would also be true of every other congregation of God's people. They have the
same head and are the same body of Christ as any other congregation. The word of God does not
advocate a church for Jews and a church for Gentiles that is different, but they are both in the one
body of Christ (Ephesians 2:16). It is to be the same body or church throughout the world—it is a
universal body of believers. Christ is NOT:

1. King over many different kingdoms, but only one kingdom (His).
2. Head over many different bodies, but only one body (His).
3. Shepherd over many different sheepfolds, but only one sheepfold (His).

Jesus made it very clear that His people would be "one fold and one shepherd" (John 10:16). On
the night of His betrayal He prayed earnestly that His people would be one as He and the Father
are one (John 17:1-26). For an over-all visualization of these concepts, please see appropriate
charts.

The letters to the seven churches of Asia illustrate the point well (Revelation 2-3). It was
the Lord's people in seven different cities. Each had problems and need for continued growth in
the Lord, but they were the churches of Christ in Asia. The church is the "one body of Christ"
made up of many members scattered over the nations of the world. Christ is their king, their
head, and their loving shepherd!

THE CHURCH IS AN ENDURING BODY OF REDEEMED PEOPLE

The Old Testament prophets continually emphasized the continuity of and the everlasting
nature of the new kingdom of God among men:

1) "I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever." (2 Samuel 7:13)
2) "to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever." (Isaiah 9:7)
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3) "it shall stand forever." (Daniel 2:44)
4) "his dominion is an everlasting dominion." (Daniel 7:14)

The New Covenant Scriptures pick up on this concept and re-emphasize it:

1) "the gates of hell (hades) shall not prevail against it." (Matthew 16:18)
2) "into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." (2 Peter 1:11)
3) "he shall reign for ever and ever." (Revelation 11:15)

Christ began His reign over His kingdom (recorded in Acts 2) and will continue this reign

over His faithful subjects until the kingdom is delivered over to the Father at the end of time (1
Corinthians 15:24). No matter how bad some churches may become or even apostatize (1
Timothy 4:1-4; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-13); yet, the Lord's church will continue on as a "remnant"
concept (Romans 11:5) or even as the church that goes "into the wilderness" for a period of time
(Revelation 12:14) and be that small number that hasn't "bowed the knee to Baal" (Romans
11:4). Christ remains head over His church! He has not lost His Bride! The church will be
plagued by false teachers, by temptations to return to worldly ways, and by persecution, but God
has promised that this new kingdom is everlasting in its nature!

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

The universal nature of the church gives strong emphasis to the oneness of the church.
The church is not made up of many differing bodies, but it is to be the same body or church
throughout the world—as it was in the first century. There is to be no longer a division among
Jew and Gentile in the kingdom, but they are to be one in Christ. What makes that oneness
possible is the respect and subjection to our ONE HEAD, ONE KING, ONE SHEPHERD!
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What is meant by the expression "called out people of God?"

2. What is the privilege we can enjoy as a branch tied to Christ as the Vine?

3. What do priests do in a temple?

4. What kind of calling has the church received?

S. How are people called into this kingdom?

6. What made it possible for Jew and Gentile to be in One Body in Christ?

7. Is it possible to trace Christ's kingdom through the centuries.....that is, His faithful

people?

TRUE OR FALSE

L. Christ is pictured as being many things in relationship to His church.

2. The church is to come out of the world.

3. The church is related both to God and Christ at the same time.

4. The church as no ONE official name.

3. Jew and Gentile have separate churches in the kingdom.

6. A body can have many heads.

7. A head can only be over one body.

8. Christ is king over many kingdoms, as well as head over many churches.

9. The new kingdom was destroyed by Satan for hundreds of years before it was
restored again.
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ONE HEAD, ONE KING, ONE SHEPHERD
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(Eph. 2:16)
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ONE KINGDOM
(Col. 1:13)
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New Members
(1 Pet. 2:1-2)

Indifferent Lukewarm °
Brother , Member
(Rev. 2:4) STRONG (Rev. 3:15)

SOUND

GROUNDED
"TARES" TEACHERS Worldly-
(Matt. 13) LEADERS minded
STEADFAST (1 Cor. 3:3)
MATURE
Weak (Col. 2:7) Fearful
Brother ' (Rev. 20:8)

(Rom. 14)

Doubtful Sinful

of Beliefs (Jas. 5:19)
(Heb. 3:12)

Heb. 6:4-6 (Gal. 5:2-3)
Heb. 10:26-30
2 Pet. 2:20-22 (1 Cor. 5:1-13; 2 Thess. 3:5-15)
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Lesson Five

"Ye Must Be Born
Again”
(John 3:7)

God's great mystery has now been unfurled! He had planned for man's redemption
through the death of Jesus as an atonement for man's sins. Those who answered His call and
came to Jesus were then made a part of the church or kingdom of God. To know how to properly
answer the call of God and come to Jesus for forgiveness becomes an imperative on man's part.
The God who had planned man's redemption before creation would not leave man in the dark as
to how he could receive the benefits of the precious blood of Jesus.

Early in Jesus' public ministry a man came to Him seeking to know the answer to some
important religious questions. He had heard Jesus preach that the kingdom of Heaven was at
hand. Even though John's gospel does not indicate that the man asked Jesus about how to be a
part of the new kingdom, Jesus gave him the answer—" Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3). Jesus repeated the
statement again in verse 5 and added, "Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God."” This was a new concept that Jesus was advocating—
that 1s, a man needs to be changed, born anew, before he can become a part of the kingdom of
God. The Jews had become a part of the old kingdom through a physical birth as a Jew under the
Old Covenant. But changes are being made in regards to the new kingdom—it requires a
"spiritual birth" (John 3:6) before one can enter into it. In other words, one does not enter this
new kingdom just because he was born a Jew. It takes more than this. Also, Gentiles could also
enter the same way as the Jews would have to enter—by a new birth (Romans 11:13-23).

The purpose of this lesson will be to explain the process of how one enters the church or
the kingdom of God and is in a saved state or relationship with God.

HOW DOES ONE ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD?

Jesus stated emphatically—one must be born again! (John 3:3). This statement was
puzzling to Nicodemus when Jesus spoke it to him and is still puzzling to men and women today
who are not sufficiently familiar with the over-all teaching of the Scriptures. One of the best
ways to understand expressions like this is to look elsewhere for an example of the very thing
that is being discussed.

It should be observed that in order to preach to people about the coming of the kingdom requires
that there be an interest in it, as well as a desire to be a part of it. The Jewish people eagerly
listened to such a message during the public ministry of Jesus and many were pushing to usher in
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the kingdom as quickly as possible (Luke 16:16). They wanted it to come right then and there
and they wanted to be a part of it.

But the kingdom of God did not come until the first Pentecost after the Resurrection of
Christ (Acts 2). Then, and only then, could people (both Jew and Gentile) come into the
kingdom. We have a good example recorded in Acts 2 of the process of one entering the
kingdom or church.

A.

The Gospel was preached to them:

1) Jesus was preached (Acts 2:22-24).
a) How He was put to death & buried,;
b) How He was raised up from death by God.

2) Proof was given of Jesus' resurrection (Acts 2:25-35).

3) But Jesus was also shown to be Christ & Lord sitting on David's Throne
at the right hand of God (Acts 2:24-36).

The people were told what to do to be saved:

1) The people asked ""What must we do?" (Acts 2:37).

2) They were told to "repent & be baptized" for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38).

3) Further exhortations were given for them to save themselves by doing what
God had commanded of them (Acts 2:39-40).

4) Their response was—they gladly received his word and were baptized (Acts
2:41).

They became a part of the church as a results:

1) The obedient were added to their number (Acts 2:41).

2) The saved were added to the (church--KJV) (Acts 2:47).

Thus, salvation and becoming a part of the church became firmly connected in the preaching
under the New Covenant System. The following will illustrate these thoughts:

A.

Acts 8:12. When the Samaritans heard the preaching of the kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized. Why? Obviously, to be saved, but also to
enter into the kingdom.

John 3:3-5. A person must be born again in order to enter the kingdom of God. But
why be born again? Peter states that to be born again is to have one's soul purified
from sin! This is accomplished by one hearing and obeying the Word of God (1 Peter
1:22-23). Upon being saved, one is also in the kingdom!

Colossians 1:13-14. Those who are in the kingdom of God's dear Son have been
redeemed and forgiven (saved) by the blood of Jesus. The two are inseparably tied
together!

1 Corinthians 12:13. By the directions or teaching of God's Holy Spirit, one is
commanded to be baptized in order to get into the body of Christ. But it is this same
act that brings salvation to the penitent believer (Acts 2:38, 47).

Ephesians 3:15. The church is the family of God (1 Timothy 3:15). But to be in the
family of God is to be a child of God that enjoys redemption and adoption as an heir
of God (Galatians 4:1-7).
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F. Ephesians 1:3-7. To be "in Christ" is to have redemption and forgiveness and access
to all spiritual blessings. But one cannot be "in Christ” without being in His "body,”
the church (Ephesians 1:22-23). The same act that puts one into the church (1
Corinthians 12:13) is the same act that puts one into Christ (Galatians 3:27). Thus,
salvation and the church are tied inseparably together!

The question is often asked, "Can one be saved outside the church or the kingdom of
God?" The answer should be obvious from the above Scriptures. God designed that both
concepts be tied together as one. The following thoughts connecting the blood of Jesus, the act of
baptism, and the church or kingdom can help to further illustrate these truths:

A. Man needs cleansing from sin.
1) The blood of Jesus cleanses from sin (1 John 1:7).
2) The blood cleanses when one is baptized into Christ (Acts 22:16).
3) The cleansed make up the church (Ephesians 5:26; 1 Corinthians 6:11).
B. Man needs to be redeemed from the bondage of sin.
1) This redemption comes through the blood of Jesus (1 Peter 1:18-19).
2) But one is set free by the blood of Jesus when he obeys from the heart the form of
doctrine delivered to him, that is, baptism (Romans 6:4, 17-18).
3) Itis the church (Galatians 1:2) that is made up of the redeemed (Galatians 3:13).
C. Man needs to be reconciled to God.
1) This reconciliation comes through the blood of Jesus (Colossians 1:19-20).
2) This reconciliation is made possible when a person's faith leads him to be
baptized into Christ where he becomes a reconciled son of God (Galatians 3:26-
27).
3) But it is in the body (the church) that reconciliation is possible (Ephesians 2:16).
D. Man needs saving from the penalty of sin.
1) Man's forgiveness (salvation) comes through the blood of Jesus (Matthew 26:28).
2) But it is in the act of baptism that a person receives this forgiveness (Acts 2:38) or
is saved (1 Peter 3:21).
3) And it is the body or church that Christ is the Savior of—so the church is made up
of the saved (Ephesians 5:23).

After God went to all the trouble to plan redemption for lost mankind and predetermined
that redemption was to be "in Christ” or in the "body" (church) of Christ, it certainly would not
make sense to say the Bible teaches man can be saved outside of the Lord's body, the church!
(See Chart #1).

UNDERSTANDING THE NEW BIRTH

When Jesus told Nicodemus that he must be born again to see or enter the kingdom of
God (John 3:3-5), He was using a comparison to the human birth process to illustrate His
message. The new birth is not a physical birth, but is like it. It is a birth brought about by God's
Spirit along with the desire of man to be born again (John 1:12-13; John 3:6). The process of the
new birth is described in detail in the New Testament Scriptures as follows:
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A. Who does the begetting?
1) God (John 1:13; 1 John 2:29; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18; 1 Peter 1:3; James 1:18).
2) The Holy Spirit (John 3:5-6).
3) In a limited meaning—one who does the preaching or teaching (1 Corinthians
4:15).
B. What is the seed that brings about the begettal and birth process?
1) The Word of God (1 Peter 1:23; Ephesians 6:17).
2) The Gospel (1 Corinthians 4:15).
3) The Word of Truth (James 1:18).
C. Where is the seed planted?
1) Heart (soul or spiritual part of man) (John 3:6).
2) Heart receives it through faith (John 1:12; 1 John 5:1).
D. What part is played by water?
1) A person comes forth from water to walk in "newness of life” as a new creature
(Romans 6:4-5; 2 Corinthians 5:17).
2) Baptism in water puts one into Christ where he becomes a new creature
(Galatians 3:27; 2 Corinthians 5:17).

For a parallel visual of this process, see Chart #2.
AN OVER-VIEW OF SALVATION

Salvation of man is what could be termed a "two-way-street," that is, it involves both
God and man. Man cannot do it by himself and God does not take away all responsibility from
man. The Bible teaches that man is saved by a number of things, both on God and man's part,
and not by any one thing! The following Scriptures will illustrate how man is saved:

A. God's part in man's salvation (1 Timothy 4:10):
1) By His love (John 3:16).
2) By His mercy (Titus 3:5).
3) By His grace (Ephesians 2:5).
4) Through Christ (John 3:16-17; 1 Timothy 1:15; John 14:6).
5) Because Christ died (1 Corinthians 15:1-4).
6) Through the Blood of Christ (Romans 5:9; 1 John 1:7; Colossians 1:14).
7) Made known by the Holy Spirit (1 Thessalonians 1:5; John 16:13).
8) 8. Made known by the Apostles (John 16:13; Matthew 18:18).
9) Continues to be propagated by:
a) The Gospel of Christ (1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Romans 1:16).
b) The Word of God (James 1:21).
¢) Proper preaching of the Word today (1 Timothy 4:16; 1 Corinthians 1:21).

B. Man's part in his own salvation (Acts 2:40; Philippians 2:12).
1) Hearing God's Word (John 6:44-45; Romans 10:13-17).
2) Calling on the Name of the Lord by doing what told to do (Romans 10:13-15;
Acts 2:21; Acts 22:16).
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3) Faith or Belief in Gospel message (John 3:16; 20:31; Hebrews 11:6).
4) Repentance (Luke 13:3; Acts 17:3<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>