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DANIEL

KEY VERSES: 2:44,47; 4:17
BACKGROUND:
. DANIEL THE MAN
A. Born about 620 B.C.
1 Taken to Babylon as prisoner of war in 605 B.C. He was about 15 years old.
2. Spent the rest of hislife in Babylon, dying at the age of 85-90.
B. He was of noble family, possibly of the royal seed (1:3-6).

C. His name Daniel meant “ God is my judge’. The Babylonians gave him the name
Belteshazzar which meant “lady, protect hislife”.

D. Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were placed in the hands of Ashpenaz,
master of the King’s eunuchs, for three years preparatory training that they might
become royal ministers (1:3-6).

E. He was raised to the highest civil postsin three governments.

1. Nebuchadnezzar made him ruler over the province of Babylon and chief
governor over all wise men (2:48).

2. Belshazzar appointed him third ruler in the Kingdom (5:29).

3. Darius made him one of three ruling presidents (6:1,2).
F. His character:
1 As ateen he was an example of religious consistency and firmness.

2. He declared God’ s truth boldly, yet without arrogance.

3. His enemies could find no fault against him, except his integrity in keeping
the law of His God (6:5).

4, He was an example of honesty, humility, piety and courage. He would
readily die for hisfaith.



HISTIMES:

A.

He saw his nation over-run by the Babylonians. In three movements they were
deported to Babylon. Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed.

He saw Babylon fall when the Persians defeated them.

He saw the remnant of Hebrewsreturn to their nativeland after 70 yearsin captivity.
Ezekiel and Jeremiah were his contemporaries.

1 Ezekiel was with the prisonersin awork camp on the river Chebar.
2. Jeremiah remained with the survivors in the home land.

3. Daniel lived in the royal courtsin Babylon.

Babylon, the city in which Daniel lived:

1. Its outer walls were 60 miles around.

2. Walls were 300 feet high, 80 feet thick, set 35 feet in the ground.

3. 250 towers guarded the walls, 100 brass gates made it accessible.
4, The Euphrates flowed under the walls through the midst of the city.

5. The Temple of Marduk (Bel) was the greatest temple in that part of the
world. Its golden image of Bel and its altar weighed 50,000 pounds.

6. Today Babylon is a heap of dust covered ruins. Totally destroyed as
prophesied by Jeremiah and Isaiah (Jeremiah 51:37-43 and | saiah 13:17-
22).

STYLE AND STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK:

A.

B.

The book was written in dual languages.
1 1:1-2:4a and 8:1-12:13 are in Hebrew.
2. 2:4b-7:28 are in Aramaic.

This great book was not written in a progressive chronology.



V.

V.

1 First five chaptersare in order.
2. Chapters 7-12 are self-dating.

C. Its prophecy isof astyletermed apocalyptic. That is, using bold symbolsand figures
to describe the future of nations, the Kingdom of God, and the end.

D. It has a strong Messianic message, especially chapters 2,7 and 9.

DANIEL’'S MESSAGE:

A. It shows the superiority of God over the idol gods of the pagan nations.

B. Prior to the captivity Israel had been submergedinidolatry. The 70 yearsin Babylon
were designed to teach them that idols were of no value and it was therefore foolish
to worship them.

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE HISTORY:

A. 2 Kings 23:28-25:30

B. 2 Chronicles 35:20-36:23

LESSONSTO REMEMBER

1.

2.

10.

When His children do not heed His instruction, God is forced to use severe discipline.
God was, and is, capable of solving every problem that confronts His people.

God rules in the Kingdom of men.

We need the conviction of Daniel when faced with moral and spiritual challenges.
God’s men were ready to die for their principles rather than compromise.

The Kingdom of Christ is an everlasting, world-wide Kingdom.

The power of prayer.

The angels of God serve on behalf of God' s people.

Only God knows the future as well as the present.

In Daniel we see the humility of atruly great and wise man.



DANIEL CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION:

1. Daniel was one of the most remarkable men in the Old Testament. Ezekiel called him aman
of righteousness (Ezekiel 14:14,20).

2. The first chapter opens with the Babylonian siege of Jerusalem. This marks the beginning
of the 70 year captivity of the Israelites that Jeremiah prophesied (Jeremiah 25:11).

3. Historical background before the siege of Jerusalem.

a After the death of Josiah, one of the good kings of Judah, a series of wicked kings
sat on the throne of David.

b. Shallum (Jehoahaz), the son of Josiah, succeeded his father to the throne. Shallum
reigned only three months as king (Jeremiah 22:10-12). Jehoiakim, another son of
Josiah, was made king and reigned eleven years. Jehoiakim was so wicked that the
people were told not to weep nor mourn at his death (Jeremiah 22:13-19).

C. The next king to sit on the throne of David was Coniah (Also called Jeconiah and
Jehoiachin). Coniah was the last king to serve while Judah was an independent
kingdom. Coniah was so wicked that God called him a* despised broken idol” and
a“vessel whereinisno pleasure” (Jeremiah 22:28-30). Coniah reigned for three
months before being given into the hand of the king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar
(Jeremiah 22:24-30).

d. Coniah wasthelast king of legal descent to sit on the throne of David. God said; “ O
earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord. Thus saith the Lord, Write ye
this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in hisdays: for no man of his
seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in
Judah” (Jeremiah 22:29,30). These verses do not teach that Coniah would have no
children, because he and his son were in the genealogy of Christ (Matthew 1:12).
It does teach that no man of his seed shall sit on the throne of David and prosper.
“This prohibited even Jesus from sitting on the physical throne of David and ruling
in Judah” (The Messiah of Prophecy to the Messiah on the Throne, Homer Hailey,
p.162). Jesus could not return and sit on aliteral thronein Judah and prosper without
contradicting the statementsin Jeremiah. Coniah’ sremoval from the throne brought
an end to the physical descendantsof David sitting on aphysical thronein Judah and
prospering. This shows the error of premillennialism.

4, Historical background of Assyria and Babylon.
a In 731 Tiglath-pileser I11 took the Assyrian army into Babylon. In 729 B.C. he was
named king of Babylon. The nation of Israel fell to Assyriain 722 B.C.
b. The prophet Nahum foretold of the destruction of Assyria (Nahum 1:1-8;2:6).
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When Ashurbanipal, king of Assyria died, Nabopolassar revolted and declared
himself king of Babylon in 626 BC. Nabopolassar and the king of the Medes laid
siegeto Nineveh. Thecity fell astold by Nahum when an overwhelming flood of the
Tigris River and the Kosher (canal) River destroyed a large section of the em-
bankment that protected the city (Nahum 1:8).

The remaining Assyrian army rallied at Carchemish. The king of Egypt, Pharaoh-
necoh, went out against the Assyrians. It was at this time that Josiah, king of Judah,
went to aid Babylon and waskilled at Megiddo, by Pharaoh-necoh (2 Kings 23:28,
29).Nabopolassar was sick and sent his son, Nebuchadnezzar, to put down the
remaining Assyrian army at Carchemish.

In 597 B.C. Coniah, Jehoiachin, was made king at Jerusalem. He did that which was
evil in the sight of God. When the year was expired he was sent for and taken to
Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar (2 Chronicles 36:9,10).

Nebuchadnezzar put Zedekiah, Mattaniah, as king after Coniah. As king Zedekiah
rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar and was taken to Babylon. His sons were killed
before his eyes and his own eyes were put out. He died in Babylon (2 Kings 4:25).

DEPORTATION TO BABYLON (1:1-7).

A.

“In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. And the Lord gave
Jehoiakim king of Judah into hishand, with part of the vessels of the house of
God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of hisgod; and he
brought the vesselsinto the treasure house of hisgod” (1:1,2).

1. This great book is a battle ground because the critics try every way possible
to discredit it. Verse oneisan example. Daniel said that the king of Babylon
besieged the city in the “third year of thereign of Jehoiakim.” Jeremiah
said that it wasthe “fourth year” (Jeremiah 25:1). The simplest answer is
that Daniel was using the calendar system in Babylon and Jeremiah the
Jewish calendar system.

2. Modernistic critics also say that Daniel erred when he said that
Nebuchadnezzar was king, because at the time of the siege he was not yet
crowned as king.

a Daniel used astyle that is commonly understood by those recording
history. It is called prolepsis (describing of an event as taking place
before it already happened).

b. Daniel gave ashistorical fact what king Nebuchadnezzar did. Hedid
not need to explain that this was done before he became king.

3. The Lord gave Jehoiakim into the hand of the king of Babylon. God per-
mitted this to take place because of the sins of the people. Nebuchadnezzar
was serving the onetrue God, but he was not consciousthat hewasdoing His
will.



4, Nebuchadnezzar took vessels from the temple, “the house of God.” He
worshiped idols. In doing this he would view the act as giving him credit in
the eyes of his god.

a Belshazzar drank out of these vessel sand saw the handwriting on the
wall (5:1-6)

b. Cyrus and Darius returned the vessels when the Jews returned to
Jerusdlem (Ezra 1:7; 6:5).

5. “Theland of Shinar” isthe land of Babylon.

B. “And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of hiseunuchs, that he should

bring certain of thechildren of I srael, and of theking' s seed and of the princes;
Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom,
and cunning in knowledge, and under standing science, and such as had ability
in them to stand in the king' s palace, and whom they might teach thelearning
and thetongue of the Chaldeans (1:3,4).

1. There were three deportations of Jews into the land of Babylon. Thisisthe
first of the three.
2. Thisisthe beginning of the fulfillment of the prophecy made by | saiah about
200 years before (I saiah 39:1-8).
3. Daniel and his friends were children of the royal seed and nobles.
4, These boys become eunuchsin a strange and godless land to serve the king.
a A eunuchisonewho has been castrated. The kingswere polygamous
and they had daughters. The eunuchs were guardians of the king's
wives virtue.
b. Astime passed the eunuchs received more responsibilities and were
given higher positions.
5. Qualifications:
a “Children” -young men most likely between the ages of 14-19.
b “No blemish” -they would have no physical handicap.
c “Gifted in all wisdom” -they must be capable of learning.
d. “ Possessing knowledge” -they must have had some teaching.
e Quick to under stand-They must be able to apply the teaching they
receive.
f. Ability to servein theking’ s palace-they have the ability, physical
and mental, to serve the king.
C. “And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and of the

wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof
they might stand beforethe king” (1:5).

1.

Nebuchadnezzar wanted to givetheyoung men every advantagein preparing
them to serve him, including the same food he ate.



2. When the three years were up the young men would be prepared physically
and intellectually to “stand before the king.”

“Now among these wer e of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah: Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names. for he gave
unto Daniel the name Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to
Mishael, of M eshach; and to Azariah, of Abednego” (1:6,7).

1 The prince of the eunuchs was trying to change the boys from Hebrew to
Chaldean. They were trying to change them ethnically and religiously.
2. The meaning of the names:
a Daniel-“God is my judge.” Belteshazzar-“lady, protect the king”
(referring to the wife of the god Marduk).
b. Hananiah-"Yahweh is gracious.” Shadrach-“| am very fearful (of
god).”
C. Mishael-“Who iswhat God is.” Meshach-“1 am of little account.”
d. Azariah-*Yahweh hashelp.” Abednego-“ Servant of the shining one
(or Nabu).”

. FIRST EXAMPLE OF THE FAITH OF DANIEL IN BABYLON (1:8-16).

A.

“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the
portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he
requested of the prince of the eunuchsthat he might not defile himself” (1:8).

1 Daniel isan example of how much faith in God ayoung person can have. He
was away from home made a eunuch and a slave, yet he would not defile
himself with the king’s food. The king’s food would have been offer-ed to
the gods. Daniel understood that to eat of the food would defile him.

2. Daniel and histhree companions continued in their faith to God even though
they were carried into a foreign land and would suffer many things at the
hands of heathen people.

a Today God desires His children, Christians, to remain faithful, even
when they suffer (1 Peter 3:17).

b. The conviction of Daniel is needed today by young and old aike
(1 Corinthians 10:31).

“Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of
the eunuchs’ (1:9).

1. One of the lessons that we can learn from the study of Danidl is that God
rules in the kingdoms of men. We can learn from this verse that God is
concerned about the individual. He knows what is happening in the lives of
all people. Daniel wascarried into aforeign land, yet that would not separate



him from God and it could not separate God from Daniel (M atthew 10:29-
31; Romans 8:28).

2. It was God working through His providence that enabled Daniel to do that
which wasright in the sight of God (Proverbs 16:7).

“And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Dani€l, | fear my lord the king, who
hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces
wor se liking than the children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me
endanger my head to theking” (1:10).

1. Nebuchadnezzar was a ruthless king. He could be very cruel to those who
violated his instructions. This can be seen in his reactions to Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego when they refused to worship the image he erected
(3:8-22). Nebuchadnezzar’s cruelty is also seen in his punishment of
Zedekiah (2 Kings 25:1-7).

2. Theprinceof theeunuchsfeared King Nebuchadnezzar and hisruthless-ness,
but Daniel was more concerned about pleasing God.

“Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, Provethy servants, | beseech thee, ten
days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink. Then let our
countenances be looked upon beforethee, and the countenance of the children
that eat of the portion of the king's meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy
servants’ (1:11-13).

1. Daniel isdetermined that he will not defile himself with theking’ sfood. His
request to the chief eunuch failed. He then appeals to his subordinate,
Melzar. Heismaking apleafor Melzar to test them. Daniel was not going to
give up because the chief eunuch feared the king.

2. Thisisthe type of commitment that Christians should have to Jesus and His

doctrine.

a Do not give up when it comes to being faithful to the doctrine of
Christ (2 John 9).

b. Do not give up when it comes to taking a moral stand (Romans

12:1,2; 1 Peter 2:11,12).
C. Do not give up when it comes to true worship (John 4:24).
d. Do not give up when it comes to the oneness of the church
(Matthew 16:18).

“So he consented to them in thismatter, and proved them ten days. And at the
end of ten daystheir countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all
the children which did eat portion of the king's meat. Thus Melzar took away
the portion of their meat, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them
pulse (1:14-16).



Melzar consented to the test. It is evident that God was working, since there
was a change in the boys so quickly.
A vegetarian diet is not the reason Daniel and hisfriendsfared so well. God
isin control through His providence.

1. GOD WASWITH DANIEL AND HISFRIENDS (1:17-21).

A. “Asfor thesefour children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all lear ning
and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visionsand dreams” (1:17).

1.

The sovereignty of God is clearly seen in this verse. “God gave them

knowledge.” The four grew in skills and knowledge in those years of

training, but to Daniel God also gave the ability to understand and interpret

“visionsand dreams.”

How did God give Daniel, Shadrach, M eshach and A bednego the knowledge

and wisdom?

a First, God did not give them something that they could not do for
themselves.

b. The boys had the responsibility to study and learn. Asthey did their
part, God blessed them with skills, knowledge and wisdom.

C. God desires al men to use their talents that they have and grow
(Matthew 25:14-30).

Daniel always understood that it was God who gave him the miraculous

ability to understand and interpret “ all visionsand dreams’ (2:26-29).

God through His providence also established Joseph in Pharaoh’s court in

Egypt and gave him the ability to interpret dreams.

B. “Now at theend of thedaysthat theking had said he should bringthem in, then
the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. And the
king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Danidl,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they beforetheking. And in
all matters of wisdom and under standing, that the king enquired of them, he
found them ten timesbetter than all the magiciansand astrologer sthat werein
all hisrealm” (1:18-20).

1.

Daniel and hisfriends had been in Babylon three years at thistime and their
studies had been completed (1:5). They werefar superior to everyoneintheir
group.

Thistext is a statement of the boys' skills and wisdom before the king. At
thispoint Daniel’ s ability to understand and interpret dreams are not known
to the king. One can see the providence of God at work.

C. “And Daniel continued even unto thefirst year of king Cyrus’ (1:21).



10.

Daniel lived under seven Babylonian kings. He lived beyond the third year
of Cyrus(10:1). Liberalstry again to claim error in this great book because
the statement in ver se 21 looks like a contradiction with 10: 1. Thisisnot a
contradiction. The passage is teaching us that Daniel lived on into the new
kingdom of the king of Persia.

This chapter serves as an introduction to the whole of Daniel and ver se 21
servesto give a“general ideaasto the length of Daniel’ s services’ (Edward
Young, The Prophecy of Daniel, p.53).

Thisversea so pointsto the prophecy made by Isaiah about 150 yearsearlier
relating to Cyrus (I saiah 44:24-28; 45:1-3).

This verse aso teaches that Daniel lived through the seventy years of
captivity.

QUESTIONSOVER CHAPTER ONE AND THE

INTRODUCTION

Who was Nabopol asser?

Why did the Lord give Judah and king Jehoiakim into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar?

What can one learn from the history of Judah that refutes the teaching of premillennialism

today?

What two prophets were contemporaries of Daniel?

Why did Daniel not eat the king’s food?

Give two examples of the cruelty of Nebuchadnezzar.

What did Nahum prophesy about Assyria?

Which prophet spoke of Babylon taking Judah into captivity?

Who first spoke of Cyrus?

Name some of the characteristics of Daniel.
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INTRODUCTION:

1.

DANIEL CHAPTER TWO

Daniel chapter two introduces God’ s plan of the coming spiritual kingdom that will be made
up of the saved, the Messianic kingdom. Thisisthelongest chapter inthebook of Daniel and
it has been perverted by many false teachers.

This chapter covers a history from Babylon to the Roman Empire.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR ISTROUBLED BY RECURRING DREAMS (2:1-13).

A. “And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar
dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit wastroubled, and his sleep brake from
him” (2:1).

1.

Thisverseto the modernist and liberalsforms achronological difficulty and
there are many different interpretations of it. The difficulty comes from it
teaching that Nebuchadnezzar had dreamsin the second year of hisreign. In
chapter one ver se 18 the text teaches that Daniel and his friends completed
the three years training that the king commanded in verse 5. Yet in chapter
two Daniel and his friends are appointed over the affairs of Babylon (2:48,
49). Thus many cry out that it is a contradiction.

What does the verse teach? It teaches that the king, Nebuchadnezzar, had
dreams and they started in the second year of hisreign. The verse does not
give at what time the dreams started in the second year, or how long the
dreams|asted before Nebuchadnezzar had the dreams, before he commanded
to call the magicians, astrologers and sorcerersto give the interpretation of
it. The chapter does not give the length of time that it took for the decreeto
destroy all the wise men to be carried out. Verse 15 says the decree was
“hasty.”

ALL SCRIPTURE is inspired of God (2 Timothy 3:16). There are no
contradictions in the Bible. The king had dreams. This caused him to lose
sleep. Thiswasjust what God intended to happen. The dreams started in the
second year of hisreign. The time span of the dreams God did not desire to
record. The reasonable explanation isthat the dreams and the acts of thefirst
part of chapter 2 started in the second year and carried into the third year of
hisreign. During thistime period Daniel and hisfriendswere brought before
theking (1:18). Shortly after they appeared before the king, Daniel heard of
the decree to kill all the wise men (2:14). He then went before Nebuchad-
nezzar and asked him if he would give him time to tell the king the inter-
pretation (2:16). This is a reasonable explanation. No boy, eunuch, in
training would have access to the king, but 2: 16 teaches that “ Daniel went

11



in and desired of theking...” Thisisevidencethat Daniel had, at thistime,
already appeared before the king (1:18-20) and was acceptable to him.

“Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the
sorcerer s, and theChaldeans, for to shew theking hisdreams. Sothey cameand
stood beforetheking” (2:2).

1 Nebuchadnezzar desired help from his wise men (Magicians, astrologers,
sorcerers and Chaldeans).

2. These wise men were his counselors. Their job was to give advice.
a The magicians were a class which used magic to trick people.

b. The astrologers were star-gazers who used divination to forecast the
future. Thisisaform of polytheism, worship of the heavenly bodies.
C. The sorcerers would use incantations and witchcraft.
d. The Chaldeans were a class of wise men.
3. They all came before the king.

“And the king said unto them, | have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was
troubled to know the dream” (2:3).

1 Nebuchadnezzar was very disturbed about the dream.
2. He hasthe belief that these wise men of Babylon will be ableto givehimthe
interpretation of it.

“Then spakethe Chaldeanstothekingin Syriack, O king, livefor ever: tell thy
servantsthe dream, and we will shew theinterpretation” (2:4).

1 The Chaldeans spoke to the king in the “ Syriack” (Aramaic) language and
the book continues in this language through chapter seven.

2. The Chaldeans were willing to give an interpretation of the dream.
a Thosewho interpreted dreams have a safe profession. |f the one who

had the dream did know the interpretation, how could he judge the
interpretation to be false?
b. Without a standard, truth, it isimpossible to recognize error!

“The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from me: if
yewill not make known unto methedream, with theinter pretation ther eof, ye
shall becut in pieces, and your houses shall be madea dunghill. But if you shew
the dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts and
rewards and great honour: therefore, shew me the dream, and the interpre-
tation thereof” (2:5,6).

1 Nebuchadnezzar told the Chaldeans that he had forgotten the dream. This
may betrue; or he could betesting the wise men by pretending forgetful ness.
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2. The cruelty of Nebuchadnezzar is brought out plainly in this passage. If the
wise men could not give the king the dream and interpretation, they would
be killed, cut limb from limb. Their homes would become an ash heap, be
made ruins. The king would turn their homes into public outhouses.

3. If they could tell the king his dream, and give the interpretation of it, they
would receive great gifts from the king.

4, God through His providenceis showing His superiority over the not so wise
men of Babylon.

“They answered again and said, L et thekingtell hisservantsthedream, and we
will shew the interpretation” (2:7).

1. The wise men of Babylon are surprised and shocked as to the problem the
king has put before them.

2. They were helpless and could not tell the dream. They were false teachers,
willing to give any interpretation of a dream. Now their back is to the wall
and they have no where to turn.

“Theking answered and said, | know of certainty that ye would gain thetime,
becauseyeseethethingisgonefrom me. But if yewill not makeknown untome
the dream, there is but one decree for you: for ye have prepared lying and
corrupt wor dsto speak beforeme, till thetimebechanged: thereforetell methe
dream, and | shall know that ye can shew metheinterpretation thereof” (2:8,9).

1 Nebuchadnezzar correctly sees the wise men as they really are, false. They
would tell Nebuchadnezzar anything.
2. There are just as many, if not more, false workers of astrology today. News-

papers publish daily horoscopes, fortune-tellers make great sums of money
telling peoplelies. Presidents and their wives have goneto fortune-tellersto
seek information. They al should learn the lesson from Nebuchadnezzar
about thelying and corrupt words of thosewho say they can interpret dreams
and see the future.

3. The magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, and Chaldeans were stalling for time.
Theking might slip and tell the dream to someone, or he could get interested
and concerned about a new or different problem.

4, Nebuchadnezzar said there is only one thing for you if you cannot tell the
dream, death. The only way they can get histrust isto tell the dream and its
interpretation.

“The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, Thereisnot a man upon
the earth that can shew the king’'s matter: thereforethereisno king, lord, nor
ruler, that asked such things at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean. And
itisararethingthat theking requireth, and thereisnone other that can shew
it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh” (2:10,11).
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The wise men could not tell the dream and they protest saying that
Nebuchadnezzar is asking something that no one has ever asked before.
Their claims of superior wisdom are false. They admit that this type of
activity belongs to the gods.

They were, as was the king, polytheistic.

The wise men presented their plea in such a way that it reflected on the
king'sintelligence and hisability to be king. Thisis something that real wise
men would not do in ancient times, as well as today.

The wise men were drowning in a sea of lies that they had made. They
intended to deceive the king, but the truth about their ability aswise menis
clearly seen.

“For thiscausethekingwasangry and very furious, and commanded to destroy
all thewisemen of Babylon. And thedecreewent forth that thewisemen should
be dain they sought Daniel and hisfellowsto be dain” (2:12,13).

1.

Nebuchadnezzar understands that his advisers had been deceiving him and
ordersthe annihilation of all the wise men. “ Apparently Babylon hererefers
to the city and not to the province or the whole realm” (Edward Young,
The Prophecy of Daniel, page 63).

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah are listed in the group of wise men.
Thisisfurther evidence that at the beginning of thethird year these boysare
looked upon as wise men and not eunuchs in training. So somewhere
between 2:1 and 2:13 the first of the year has come and gone. This puts
Nebuchadnezzar into histhird year and the events of 1:18,19 are completed.
Some liberal “scholars’ teach that Daniel was a heathen priest. Daniel and
hisfriendsweretrained under the Chal deans, but thisdoes not mean that they
were ordained as priests.

. GOD REVEALSTHE DREAM TO DANIEL (2:14-23).

A.

“Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the
king's guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon: He
answered and said to Arioch theking' scaptain, Why isthedecree so hasty from
the king? Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel. Then Daniel went in,
and desired of thekingthat hewould givehim time, and that hewould shew the
king theinterpretation” (2:14,15,16).

1.

2.
3.

Arioch was charged with the responsibility of rounding up all the wise men
to be dain.

Daniel asked why the decree was so urgent.

Thefaith of Daniel isdemonstrated again in theseverses. Hewent to theking
to get time so he could give the dream and the interpretation of it.
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4, Daniel’s request to the king was different from the wise men who com-
plained and said the king was being unredlistic. He told the king that he
would give the interpretation.

“Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, hiscompanions: That they would desire mercies of God
of heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel and hisfellows should not perish
with therest of the wise men of Babylon” (2:17,18).

1 Nebuchadnezzar gave Daniel timeto producetheinterpretation of thedream.
Daniel asked his friends at once to pray for “mercies of God.”

2. Daniel isgoing to God in prayer believing in the mercy and power of God to
give him the interpretation of the dream. This is the faith that Jesus taught
about when He spoke on the importance of prayer (Matthew 7:7-11; Luke
18:1-7; John 15: 7).

3. How many Christiansfail to pray to God believing in His power to hear and
answer their prayer?

4, The faith of Daniel and his friends is one of the great examplesin the Old
Testament for Christiansto learn from about the power of prayer. Thisisnot
to say that one can ask anything against God' s will and receive it (1 John
5:14,15).

“Then wasthesecret revealed unto Daniel in anight vision. Then Daniel blessed
the God of heaven” (2:19).

1. Daniel trusted in God. He prayed in faith and God gave him the dream and
the interpretation.

2. Theinterpretation camein the form of a“ night vision.” A night vision may
not necessarily beadream. Thereisadifference between visionsand dreams.
Job made a distinction between visions and dreams (Job 7:14).

3. Daniel “blessed the God of heaven.” Hewent to God in prayer and thanked
Him.

“Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for
wisdom and might are his: And he changeth the times and the seasons. he
removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and
knowledgeto them that know under standing: Herevealeth the deep and secret
things. he knoweth what isin the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him. |
thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me
wisdom and might, and hast made known unto menow what wedesired of thee:
for thou hast now made known unto ustheking’ s matter” (2:20-23).
1 Daniel isvery strong in hisgratitude and praise in giving thanks to God. He
had good reasonsfor thisexpression of gratitude. He and his friends would
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have been killed if God had not given him the dream and the interpretation

Daniel liststhe different abilities of God in his prayer.

God possesses and manifests wisdom and might (2: 20).

Q) Thewise men of Babylon, or any man, cannot compareto the
wisdom and might of God.

2 1 Corinthians 1:19-25.

(©)) The beginning of true wisdom is the fear of God (Proverbs
1.7).

4 True wisdom was something the wise men of Babylon were
without (Prover bs 21:30).

God has power over the times and the seasons (2:21).

Q) A lesson that man must learn, if heistruly to be successful,
isthat God isin control.

(2 Psalm 107:25,29; Acts 1:7; 17:26).

God isin control of all nations. He can remove kings and raise up

kings (2:21).

D Godtold of Cyrusbeforehishirth (I1saiah 44:24-28; 45:1-3).

2 God raised Saul up to be aking (1 Samuel 9:1-10:1).

God gives wisdom and knowledge to man (2:21).

Q) God isthe source of wisdom and knowledge. How does God
give wisdom and knowledge today? Through His Word, the
Scriptures (Psalm 119:9, 105,165; 2 Timothy 3:16,17;
1 Peter 1:23).

2 No one can have true wisdom and knowledge if he does not
know the Word of God!

God reveals deep and secrets things (2: 22).

D There is nothing that God does not know or is too hard for
Him (Genesis 18:14).

(2 God has perfect knowledge of man and his way (Psalm
139:1-12; Romans 2:16).

1. DANIEL INTERPRETSTHE DREAM OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR (2:24-45).

A.

“ThereforeDaniel went in unto Arioch, whom theking had ordained to destroy
the wise men of Babylon: hewent and said thusunto him; destroy not the wise
men of Babylon: bring mein beforetheking, and I will shew unto thekingthe
interpretation” (2:24).

1.

2.

One can see the sense of urgency in Daniel’ s actions. But he is not as urgent
in his actions as when he first heard of the decree (2:14-16).

Daniel contacts Arioch to make the arrangement for him to go before the
king to give the interpretation of the dream.
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“Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste, and said thus unto
him, | have found a man of the captives of Judah, that will make known unto
theking the inter pretation” (2:25).

1 Arioch moved with haste to take Daniel before the king.

2. Ariochsaid, “I havefound aman” who could givetheinterpretation. There
isamagnificent difference between the humility of Daniel, aservant of God,
and Arioch, a servant of Nebuchadnezzar.

“Theking answered and said to Daniel, whose namewasBelteshazzar, Art thou
able to make known unto me the dream which | have seen, and the inter-
pretation thereof? Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The
secr et which theking hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologer s, the
magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto theking;” (2:26,27).

1. The king desires to know the interpretation of the dream, and there isno
doubt that he desires to know if there is a man who could give the dream.

2. Daniel’ sreply to the king shows that he wantsin the king’s mind the failure
of the astrologers, wise men, magicians, and soothsayers of Babylon to
interpret the dream.

“But thereisa God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the
king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the
visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these; Asfor thee, O king, thy thoughts
cameinto thy mind upon thy bed, what should cometo passhere-after: and he
that revealeth secretsmaketh known to theewhat shall cometo pass’ (2:28,29).

1 The humility of Daniel glistens with a brightness that should encourage all
children of God to imitate.

2. Daniel said that God isthe only onewho hasthe power and wisdomto reveal
the secrets of a man’s dream. He is teaching Nebuchadnezzar that there is
only one God. By implication Daniel has denied the power of the idols of
Babylon. The wise men of Babylon were without power and true wisdom
because their gods were powerless.

3. “Latter days’ inthisverse meansthe eventsfrom Nebuchadnezzar onward.
Daniel bringsthisout in the interpretation of the dream.

4, Through Daniel God used the dream to cause Nebuchadnezzar to see that
there is only one true God.

“But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that | have
more than any living, but for their sakes that shall make known the inter-
pretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart”
(2:30).
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1 Daniel claimed no superior wisdom of his own.
2. The interpretation of the king's dream would be a demonstration of the
power of God.

“Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose
brightness was excellent, stood beforethee; and the form thereof wasterrible.
Thisimage's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly
and his thighs of brass, His legs of iron, hisfeet part of iron and part of clay.
Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smotetheimage
upon hisfeet that wereof iron and clay, and brakethem to pieces. Then wasthe
iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to piecestogether, and
becamelikethechaff of thesummer threshingfloors; and thewind carried them
away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image
became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth” (2:31-35).

1 Before the dream could be interpreted, Daniel must accurately describe the
dream to theking. Daniel beginswith adescription of agreat metallicimage.
The image was excellent with great splendor. It was made up of fine gold,
silver, brass, iron and iron mixed with clay in its feet.

2. The stone suddenly and powerfully hit the image in the feet and brought it
down, pulverizing it into dust. After the stone hit the image causing a
disastrous effect on the image, it became a great mountain that filled the
whole earth.

“Thisisthedream; and wewill tell the inter pretation thereof beforetheking”
(2:36).

1. After Daniel accurately described the dream, he will now give the king the
interpretation of it.

2. One can only imagine the astonishment of Nebuchadnezzar when he heard
Daniel give the dream.
3. Daniel’ suse of the pronoun “ we” has caused someto believe that Hananiah,

Mishael and Azariah are present before the king with Daniel. There is no
evidence that his friends are with him at thistime.

4, Daniel’suse of “we” in giving the interpretation shows humility on his part
asaservant of God. He is the messenger, but the message is from God.

“Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a
kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men
dwell, the beasts of the field and fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine
hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold”
(2:37,38).
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1. Nebuchadnezzar wasagreat king. He had power and glory that only theruler
of the most powerful nation on earth at that time could have. It was
not because of his wisdom and strength that he was in this great position.
God chose him and gave al of it to him.

2. Daniel called Nebuchadnezzar “ a king of kings.” This pointsto arelation-
ship to al other earthly kings at that time in history.

3. Nebuchadnezzar was designated asthe* head of gold.” Heisthe head of the
Babylonianempire. Itisobviousfrom the beginning of theinterpretation that
the great image represents four succeeding kingdoms.

4, Babylon was the first of four great earthly empires.

“ And after theeshall ariseanother kingdom inferior tothee, and another third
kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth” (2:39).

1. The second kingdom, the one symbolized by silver, was the Medo-Persian
empire. The Medo-Persian empire defeated Babylon in 538 B.C., Daniel
recordsthevictory of the M edo-Persian empireover Babylonin chapter five.
The Medo-Persian empire would not achieve the power and greatness of the
Babylonian empire. Daniel said it would be “inferior.”

2. The third kingdom, the one symbolized by brass, was the Grecian empire.
Daniel said that it would “rule over all the earth.”

“And thefourth kingdom shall be strong asiron: forasmuch asiron: breaketh
in pieces and subdueth all things: and asiron that breaketh all these, shall it
break in pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of
potters clay and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be
in it of thestrength of iron, forasmuch asthou sawest theiron mixed with miry
clay. And asthetoes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so theking-
dom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest iron
mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but
they shall not cleave oneto another, even asiron isnot mixed with clay” (2:40-
43).

1. The fourth kingdom was symbolized by iron and miry clay. This kingdom
was the Roman Empire. The fourth kingdom received the most attention in
Daniel’ sinterpretation of the dream.

2. The Roman Empire was a very powerful nation. The conquests of Rome
were great, but their conquests helped to make the nation weak. The con-
guering of different nations brought in many slaves and poverty-stricken
people. They would not beloyal to Rome and thiswould not keep the Roman
Empirestrong. Therewere more slavesin Romethan Roman citizenstoward
the end of theempire. They had long bread linesfor themiddle classcitizens.
And as miry clay and iron do not mix for strength, so the weaknesses that
were allowed to devel op brought the Roman Empire down.
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“Andinthedaysof thesekingsshall the God of heaven set up akingdom, which
shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not beleft to other people, but
it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for
ever” (2:44).

1.

2.

“Inthedaysof thesekings’ of thefourth kingdom, the Roman Empire, God

will set up His kingdom.

The four kingdoms that Daniel described would all come to an end. The

kingdom that God would set up in the period of the fourth would never be

destroyed (M atthew 16:18).

The kingdom that God will set up had been promised to David.

a God would set David's seed upon the throne of this kingdom, a
kingdom that would stand forever (2 Samuel 7:12-16; 1 Chronicles
17:11-14).

b. The kingdom that God will set up cannot be a physical, earthly,
kingdom. Why? Because God prohibited anyone from sitting on the
earthly throne of David (Jeremiah 22:29,30). The rejection of
Coniah brought an end to the earthly throne of David. Therefore, the
kingdom that will be set up will be spiritual!

C. Jesus is the sovereign over the kingdom that Daniel spoke of to
Nebuchadnezzar (M atthew 28:18; Ephesians 1:22,23).

d. Jesus will remain over His kingdom, the church, until He comes
again. When He comes in judgment, Jesus will deliver up Hisking-
domto God the Father. The sovereignty of the kingdom will never be
in the hands of men (1 Corinthians 15:24-28).

All true followers of God and Christ are citizens in this kingdom. It exists

today anditiscalled the church of Christ. Thisisnot adenominational name!

It is the name that describes the church that the prophets spoke about (Joel

2:28-32;1saiah 2:1-4; Micah 4:1,2). It isaname of the king-dom that was

in God' s purpose (Ephesians 3:8-11). It isthe kingdom that was established
on the first Pentecost after the resurrection of Christ (Acts 2:1-47). The
apostle John and the saints at Colosse were members of this kingdom

(Revelation 1:9; Colossians 1:13).

Premillennialists teach that the kingdom that Daniel prophesied is yet to

come. They teach that God promised an earthly political kingdom.

a Jesus refused such a kingdom (John 6:15).

b. Jesusrejected, disavowed, denied any knowledge of, nor approved of,
any such kingdom (John 18:36).

When the fourth world empire, Rome, was destroyed, that destroyed the

elements of the other three world empires (Babylon, Medo-Persian and

Grecian).

a Christianity was persecuted severely and was forbidden for about
three hundred years of the Roman Empire. The major period of
persecution came when Diocletian was Roman emperor around A.D.
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303-310. Christians who would not worship the emperor and the
Roman gods were put death.

b. After Diocletian, Constantine was made the emperor of Romeand he
declared Christianity to be lawful. After this Christianity soon
became the state religion.

7. Daniel’s prophecy came true. The saints possessed the kingdom (7:22).

a The victory of God’ s servants did not come through military power
or physical might. It came through their love for God, the blood of
Christ, and the Word of God. They were willing to die for the cause
of Christ (Revelation 12:11).

b. The Roman Empire was overcome because those who served God
persevered, persisted, continued, and endured persecution.

8. The Roman Empirewasdefeated without any physical defenseor retaliation.

The victory came because of the power of God. He worked through His

righteous servants.

“Forasmuch asthou sawest that the stonewas cut out of the mountain without
hands, and that it brakein piecestheiron, thebrass, theclay, thesilver, and the
gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass
hereafter: and thedream iscertain, and theinter pretation thereof sure” (2:45).

1. “The stone was cut out of the mountain without hands.”
a Daniel directs the attention of the king to the stone, Christ, and His
kingdom, the church that it was prepared by God and not by man.

b. The church and the kingdom are the same. This means church mem-

bership and citizenship in the kingdom are one (Colossians 1:13).
2. It was God who had made known the future to the king.

a Nebuchadnezzar should learnfrom Dani€l’ srevel ationsabout theone
true God and be converted.

b. In the next chapter he erectsagolden imagefor all to worship. There
aremany like Nebuchadnezzar who see the evidence but never apply
it to their life.

“Then theking Nebuchadnezzar fell upon hisface, and wor shipped Daniel, and
commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him”
(2:46).

1 The king fell upon his face and worshiped Daniel. It is at this point that
critics turn on Daniel for receiving worship and not giving God the glory.
Compare what Peter said to Cornelius when he tried to worship Peter (Acts
10:25,26).

Note! The text does not record Daniel’ s reactions to the King.

One must remember that it was Daniel’ s desire to give al the glory to God
(2:27,28,30,37). Daniel had aready said that he had no power of his own.

wnN
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Thosewho criticized Daniel have overlooked everything the Scriptures have
recorded regarding the character of Daniel.

4, Looking at evidence of Daniel’s character as had already been set forth, he
would not take honor to himself that belonged to God.

N. “Theking answered unto Daniel, and said, of atruth it is, that your God isa
God of gods, and a L ord of kings, and arevealer of secrets, seeing thou couldst
reveal thissecret” (2:47).

1 Nebuchadnezzar still believesin many gods.

2. The king believed that there were other gods, but accepted a place for
Daniel’s God. This is because he had seen the evidence of the God that
Daniel worshiped, in the interpretation of the dream.

0. “Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many gifts, and made
him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governor s over
all the wise men of Babylon” (2:48).
1 One can see the providence of God at work in the life of Daniel and how He
prevailed.

2. Daniel’ strustin God enabled himto interpret the dream and he became Rul er
over the province of Babylon.

P. “Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, over theaffairsof the provinceof Babylon: but Daniel sat inthegate
of theking” (2:49).
1. Daniel remembered his friends.

2. Because Daniel was atrue friend to Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego they
were appointed to a high office.

QUESTIONSOVER CHAPTER TWO
What can one learn about the kingdoms of men from this chapter?
Who arethe “we’ in 2:36?
Name the four earthly kingdoms in Nebuchadnezzar’ s dream.

Does the kingdom of God that Daniel spoke of in 2:44 exist today? YES OR NO. If yes,
what is that kingdom?

Who made known the future to Nebuchadnezzar?
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6. In what original language is most of chapter two written?

7. Who made Daniel agreat man?
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DANIEL CHAPTER THREE

INTRODUCTION:

1.

2.

Thischapter isonethat can inspire heroism and martyrdom to the faithful followers of God.

In this chapter anidol is born and the ego of the king fuels a mighty furnace.

KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR ERECTSAN IMAGE OF GOLD (3:1-7).

A.

“Nebuchadnezzar thekingmadean imageof gold, whoseheight wasthree-score
cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: heset it up intheplain of Dura, inthe
province of Babylon” (3:1).

1 Nebuchadnezzar wasaman who had agreat ego and was motivated by pride.
The image he made, no doubt, made him great in his own eyes.

2. The image was nine feet at the base and was ninety feet in height. It most
likely was not solid gold, but overlaid with gold.

3. Some believe the construction of the image was within two years of his
dream in chapter two.
4, The location of the plain of Durais not known.

“Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the
governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the
sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the
image which Nebuchadnezzar had set up” (3:2).

1. Nebuchadnezzar was very proud of the image he erected. He summoned all
the government officials to the dedication of the image.

2. Perhaps it was Nebuchadnezzar’ s desire that when the officials of Babylon
saw the image, they would be overwhelmed with the greatness of their king
and the god he served, Marduk.

“Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, thetreasurers, the
counsellors, the sheriffs, and all therulers of the provinces, were gathered to-
gether unto the dedication of theimage that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set
up; and they stood before theimage that Nebuchadnezzar had set up” (3:3).

1 | saiah pointed out the foolishness of idol worship to Judah (I saiah 44:8-20).
This was something that the people of Babylon needed to learn.

2. All the great men of Babylon came together to see agod and honor the king
who made the god.
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“Then an herald cried aloud, To you it iscommanded, O people, nations, and
languages, That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp,
sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, yefall down and wor ship
the golden imagethat Nebuchadnezzar theking hath set up; And whosofalleth
not down and wor shippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a
burning fiery furnace” (3:4-6).

1. Babylon was made up of people from different nations because of the
conquestsof theking and hisarmy. All the“ peoples, nations, and languages’
were represented at the dedication.

2. All of the people who were summoned were to fall down and worship the
image at the sound of music. Those who refused to worship the image were
given the death penalty. They would be cast into the burning furnace.

3. The command to worship the image or die was not given to entrap anyone.
Nebuchadnezzar was moved by a strong spirit of pride.
4, Nebuchadnezzar was aman who was overwhel med with his own power and

accomplishments.

5. The Scriptures have a great deal to say about the sin of pride (Proverbs
6:16,17; 16:18,19; 26:12; 28:25; Obadiah 3,4; 1 Corinthians 10:12;
Galatians 6:3 and 1 John 2:16).

“Thereforeat that time, when all thepeoplehear d thesound of thecor net, flute,
harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kindsof musick, all the people, thenations, and
thelanguages, fell down and wor shipped thegolden imagethat Nebuchadnezzar
had set up” (3:7).

1 In this verse one can see religious conformity from all the people. Whether
they believed the image to be a god or not, they fell down and worshipped.
They were not willing to die if they did not believe in the image as a god.

2. Religious conformity among the multitudes is very strong today. There are
very few who are willing to stand and be different from the world.

. AN ACCUSATION AGAINST SHADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABEDNEGO (3:8-

12).

A.

“Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews.
They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever. Thou,
O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the
cor net, flute, har p, sackbut, psaltery, and thedulcimer, and all kindsof musick,
shall fall down and wor ship the golden image: And whoso falleth not down and
wor shippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.
There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of
Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not
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regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which
thou hast set up” (3:8-12).

1.

In making the accusation against Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego the
resentfulness of the Chaldeansisplainly seen. They did not like the fact that
Jews were appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon.

It isassumed that the Chal deans knew that the Jews believed in only one God
and could not and would not serveidols.

The Chaldeans were quick to remind King Nebuchadnezzar that he made a
decree that all people and nations on hearing the sound of music must fall
down and worship the golden image. Those who refused to worship will be
cast into the fiery furnace.

IIl. SHADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABEDNEGO TRUST IN GOD (3:13-18).

A.

“Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought these men before the king.
Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Isit true, O Shadrach, M eshach,
and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor wor ship the golden imagewhich |
have set up? Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the
cor net, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye
fall dawn and wor ship theimagewhich I havemade; well: but if yewor ship not,
ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and
whoisthat God that shall deliver you out of my hands?”

(3:13-15).

1.

2.

When the king first heard of the three men and their refusal to worship the
image he made, his response was “rage and fury.”

By the time the men appeared before the king, his rage had come down
considerably and he gives them the opportunity to worship theimage. But if
they don't, the fiery furnace awaited their appearance.

Nebuchadnezzar’ s pride, daring, and egotistical character shinesforth at this
time. He assumed that there was no god more powerful than he. “Whoisthe
god that shall deliver you out of my hands?’

In Babylon Nebuchadnezzar was a great man. He was a builder, warrior,
organizer, and king of the most powerful nation on earth at that time. But, in
reality hewasafool (Proverbs1:7). Hefailed to learn of the power of God.
He had the opportunity to see God's power when Daniel gave him the
interpretation of his dream.

There are multitudes today who are wise, brilliant, learned, scholarly, and
intelligent in their own eyes. But, they are just like Nebuchadnezzar; they
have no fear or knowledge of God!
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“Shadrach, M eshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebu-
chadnezzar, we arenot careful to answer theein thismatter. If it be so, our God
whom we serveis ableto deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, beit
known untothee, O king, that wewill not servethy gods, nor wor ship thegolden
image which thou hast set up” (3:16-18).

1 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego believed in the power of God. He was
ableto deliver themiif it was Hiswill. But if He did not deliver them, they
were still not going to worship the golden image that the king had erected.

2. The faith of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego is as bright as the first
glimpse of the morning Sun. It isalesson for al of God's children to learn
from these young men about steadfastnessand faithfulnessto God. Thereare
so many today who are so quick to turn from God and give in to false

teachers.

a Thosein the Lord’s Church who teach that one church is as good as
another need to learn from these young men about faithfulness.

b. Those in the Lord's church who are turning from the Lord's com-
mands about baptism need to learn from these young men about
faithfulness.

V. GOD’'SPOWER TO DELIVER HISFAITHFUL SERVANTS (3:19-25).

A.

“Then wasNebuchadnezzar full of fury, and theform of hisvisagewaschanged
against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: therefore he spake, and com-
manded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was
wont to be heated” (3:19).

1 Theking was not accustomed to having anyonereject hiscommands. Hewas
full of rage for the three young men who would dare to refuse to obey his
commands and not worship the image he set up.

2. Theking had appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over the province
of Babylon. They now refuse to worship the image, god, which he erected.
Nebuchadnezzar would view their response as disloyalty.

“And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery
furnace. Then thesemen werebound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats,
and their garments, and were cast into the midst of the burningfiery furnace’
(3:20,22).

1 The quickness of the mighty men in carrying out the command to cast the

young men in thefurnace of fire showsthe temper and resentment of the king
for the boys.
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4.

Theaction of theking would |eave animpression upon al who weregathered
together to worship theimage. That death would be the fate of anyone who
would dare to defy his authority.

The three were bound in their court dress, and cast into the furnace.

a Their coatsmost likely werelong dress-like cloaks, mantlesor robes.
b. Their hosen perhaps were leggings.
C. Their hats would have been turbans.

The use of the mighty men would prevent any attempts of escape.

“Therefore because the king’'s commandment was urgent, and the furnace
exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace”
(3:22,23).

1.

Daniel’ s description of the king' s rage, and the heat and flames of the fiery
furnace shows the power of the king to act as he willed. He is setting up a
contrast between the power of Nebuchadnezzar and the power of God.
The king ordered the mighty men to throw the three men into the furnace.
Thisindicates the Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were taken to the top
of the furnace and cast into the fire.

The heat from the furnace was so hot that it killed the mighty men who were
carrying out the command.

Perhaps the mighty men were fearful for their own lives, but they had no
choicein the matter. If they delayed, the king would have had them cast into
the furnace.

“Then Nebuchadnezzar theking wasastonied, and rose up in haste, and spake,
and said unto his counsdllors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst
of the fire? They answered and said unto theking, True, O king. He answered
and said, Lo, | seefour men loose, walkingin themidst of thefire, and they have
no hurt; and the form of thefourth islikethe Son of God” (3:24,25).

1.
2.

3.

The king was able to see into the furnace as the bodies of the three dropped.
He is amazed at what he sees in the furnace. The three young men are
walking about and there is afourth person in the furnace with them.
Hesaid thefourth person lookslike*the Son of God.” Literally, ason of the
gods.

a Theking is still an image worshipper and he believesin many gods.
He is saying perhaps that this person is a supernatural being or a
Divine Person.

b. Some believethefourth personwasan angel. A great number believe

the fourth person was the pre-incarnate appearance of the Second
Person of the Godhead. “ Thefact that thisBeing iscalled anangel in
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Vs 28, does not detract from this interpretation, since in Aramic the
word angel may stand asadesignation of deity” (Edward Young, The
Prophecy of Daniel, p.94).

“Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace,
and spake, and said, Shadr ach, M eshach, and Abednego, ye ser vantsof themost
high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, came forth of the midst of thefire” (3:26).

1 The king's view of the three young men has changed quickly. They are no
longer disloyal servants to the king, but “servants of the most high God.”

2. Nebuchadnezzar recognized that the three boys had been saved by the power
of God.

3. A lesson that all faithful Children of God can learn from Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego, from their affliction and adversity, isthat God is with them
(Isaiah 43:1-5; Psalm 27:1-14). Thisis not to say that one should expect a
personal visit from the Son of God.

“And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, being
gathered together, saw thesemen, upon whose bodiesthefirehad no power, nor
wasan hair of their head singed, neither weretheir coatschanged, nor thesmell
of fire had passed on them” (3:27).

1. God’ s power to protect the three men was greater than the power of thefire
to destroy their lives.

2. All theking' s officers saw this great miracle; that thereisatrue God and He
has all power.

“Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants
that trusted in him, and havechanged theking sword, and yielded their bodies,
that they might not serve nor wor ship any god, except their own God” (3:28).

1 Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged that there is a God who has the power to
deliver the three men from his hand, (vs. 17).

2. The king is very hard hearted; he still believes in many gods. There are a
great many people like the king today; who in seeing they do not see or
hearing they do not hear, nor become convertedtotheLord (M atthew 13:13-
15).

“Therefore | make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which

gpeak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, M eshach, and Abednego,
shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: becausethere
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is no other God that can deliver after this sort. Then the king promoted

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of Babylon” (3:29,30).

1 One can truly be dumbfounded at the pride of the king. He experiences no
guilt or regret for his actions. Hewill at this time continue to worship idols.

2. Theking' sactions makesthereligion of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
legal in his kingdom. He then promotes the three.

3. “That God is now known as more than arevealer of secrets. He's the Lord
of fire; Protector of captives, Offender of idols and Frustrator of raging
monarchs’ (Jm McGuiggan, Daniel, p.68).

QUESTIONSOVER CHAPTER THREE
What motivated the Chaldeansto inform theking about Shadrach, M eshach, and Abednego?
What motivated Nebuchadnezzar to build the golden image?

What prophet of God spoke out against the foolishness of  idol worship? Give book, chapter
and verse.

After the three young men came out of the furnace, the king was converted to the Jewish
religion. True or false

Who was the fourth person in the furnace with the three young men?

Nebuchadnezzar was avery prideful man. Where in the Scriptures does God teach against
the sin of pride. Give at least five references.

Wheat isthelesson that all Christians should learn from Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego?
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INTRODUCTION:

DANIEL CHAPTER FOUR

1 In chapter four the king has a proclamation for all the people.

2. Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, is humbled before God. He learnsthat it is God who
isin charge of the kingdoms of men. The pride of the king is brought low, so he can look to
the power of God and trust in Him (Prover bs 16:18).

THE PUBLICATION OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR’'SPROCLAMATION (4:1-3).

A. “Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell
in all theearth; Peacebemultiplied untoyou. | thought it good to shew thesigns
and wonders that the high God hath wrought toward me. How great are his
signs! and how mighty arehiswonder s hiskingdom isan ever-lastingkingdom,
and hisdominion isfrom generation to generation” (4:1-3).

1
2.
3.

4.

Thisisamessage about the greatness of God. The king desires all people on
the earth to see the greatness and power of the one true God.
Nebuchadnezzar wants all to see what the Most High God has done for him.
The signs and wonders are miracles, something beyond human ability. They
are proof of the power of the Most High God.

God' skingdomisan*“ everlastingkingdom.” Nebuchadnezzar had beentold
that his kingdom would come to an end (2: 37-39). But the kingdom of God
is perpetual .

. NEBUCHADNEZZAR’'SDREAM (4:4-18).

A. “| Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing in my palace: |
saw a dream which made meafraid, and the thoughtsupon my bed and visions
of my head troubled me. Thereforemadel adecreetobringin all thewisemen
of Babylon before me, that they might make known unto metheinter pretation
of thedream. Then camein the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and
the soothsayers: and | told the dream before them; but they did not make
known unto metheinterpretation thereof” (4:4-7).

1.

The king was in his palace at rest, prospering. He was safe, free from all
irritations. Nebuchadnezzar was enjoying the good life. His kingdom was
secure and all was at peace, he thought. Jesus taught about a man much like
Nebuchadnezzar, who was very rich and was at ease (L uke 12:13-21).
The dream brought anxiety and concern to the king.

31



3. Nebuchadnezzar still hangs on to the old way of doing things. One would
think that he would have lost his confidence in the magicians, astrologers,
and Chaldeans after they failed to give and interpret his dream in chapter
two. Thischaracteristic, trusting in man more than God, isquite prevalent in
thereligiousworld today. A teacher or preacher will teach thingsthat are not
in the Bible or will contradict the Scriptures, yet when it is pointed out to
them, they still follow the false teacher. It is a matter of trust. Do they want
to trust God or man? Nebuchadnezzar chose to trust the wise men in
Babylon. They failed to give him the answers he needed.

“But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar,
accordingtothenameof my god, and in whom isthespirit of the holy gods. and
before him | told the dream, saying. O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians,
becausel know that the spirit of theholy godsisin thee, and no secret troubleth
thee, tell me the visions of my dream that | have seen, and the inter pretation
thereof” (4:8,9).

1. Nebuchadnezzar believed in the God that Daniel served, but healso believed
in other gods at thistime.

2. Daniel had given the king correct interpretation of his dream before (2: 24-
45).

3. There are many questions why Daniel did not come in with the wise men of
Babylon at first. The Scriptures are silent on that matter. There are anumber
of things that could have happened to keep Daniel from being present with
the wise men of Babylon when they came in to hear the kings request. He
may not have received the message at the sametime asthe Chaldeans. Daniel
may have been attending to the affairs of government or sick. It may have
been amatter of fellowship. Daniel wasafaithful servant of God and the law
of Mosesdealt with theissue of fellowship with those who served idols. The
faithful Hebrew would have no fellowship with those who worshipped
images (Deuteronomy 7:1-4; 13:6-11; Proverbs4:14, 15; Joshua 23:6,7).
As a dlave in Babylon and servant to the king who worshipped images,
Daniel had no control over that problem. When the king made him ruler over
the province of Babylon, he could have had some control over whom he had
fellowship with.

“Thuswerethevisions of mine head in my bed; | saw, and behold atreein the
midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great. The tree grew, and was
strong, and the height thereof reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof tothe
end of all the earth: The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much,
and in it was meat for all: the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the
fowlsof the heaven dwelt in theboughsthereof, and all flesh wasfed of it. | saw
in thevisionsof my head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an holy one
camedown from heaven; Hecried aloud, and said thus, Hew down thetree, and
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cut off hisbranches, shake off hisleaves, and scatter hisfruit: let the beasts get
away from under it, and the fowls from his branches: Nevertheless leave the
stump of hisrootsin the earth, even with the band of iron and brass, in the
tender grass of thefield; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his
portion be with the beastsin the grass of the earth: Let his heart be changed
from man’s, and let a beast’sheart be given unto him; and let seven times pass
over him. Thismatter isby the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the
wor d of the holy ones:to theintent that theliving may know that the most High
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever hewill, and setteth
up over it thebasest of men. Thisdream | king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now
thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all the
wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known unto me the inter-
pretation: but thou art able: for the spirit of the holy godsisin thee (4:10-18).

1 Nebuchadnezzar believesthisto be morethan an ordinary dream. Herelates
the dream in vivid detail asit was clearly perceived by his mind.

2. The king, no doubt, believes this dream to be a message from the gods. At
this point in hislife he does not believe that there is only one true God.

3. The wise men of Babylon were not able to help the king. The message was
from the One whom they did not know, the one true God.

4, Nebuchadnezzar trusted in Daniel’ s ability because of Daniel’ srelationship
with God. Theking said that Daniel had the* spirit of theholy gods” inhim.
Theking is speaking as a pagan at thistime.

5. Thewatchers(4:13,17) are most likely angels. Theword is used singularly
and in the plural by the king. “Watcher” is used one other time in the Bible.
Jeremiah used the term (Jeremiah 4:16), but he was not speaking of a
heavenly being.

6. “And behold, a watcher and an holy one came down from heaven”
(4:13). Theking isnot referring to two beings. Heis describing the character
of the “watcher.”

[Il.  THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM (4:19-27).

A.

“Then Daniel, whosenamewasBelteshazzar , wasastonied for onehour, and his
thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, let not the
dream, or theinterpretation thereof, trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and
said, My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation
thereof to thine enemies’ (4:19).

1 There is some hesitation on the part of Daniel to give the king the inter-

pretation. He must at thistime give the king avery unpleasant interpretation
of hisdream.
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2. It isunlikely that the hesitation is because of fear of what the king could do
to him. Daniel did not hesitate when giving Belshazzar the interpretation of
the writing on the wall (5:26-29).

3. It appearsthat Daniel does not wish to give the king the unpleasant message.
The king sees the anguish that Dani€l is going through and encourages him
to give the interpretation. The text says that Daniel was astonished and
“troubled.” When Daniel wished that the news could be givento theking’s
enemies, the king could see that the interpretation was not good.

4, An unpleasant messageisvery difficult to express, but if itis God’ s message
it must be given with love and humility.

“Thetreethat thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached
unto the heaven, and sight thereof to all the earth; Whose leaveswerefair, and
the fruit thereof much, and it was meat for all; under which the beasts of the
field dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls of the heaven had their habi-
tation: It isthou, O king, that art grown and become strong: for thy greatness
isgrown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth.
And whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from
heaven, and saying, Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump of
therootsthereof in the earth, even with aband of iron and brass, in the tender
grassof thefield; and let it bewet with the dew of heaven, and let hisportion be
with thebeastsof field, till seven timespassover him; Thisistheinterpretation,
O king, and thisisthe decree of themost High, which iscomeupon my lord the
king: That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the
beasts of thefield, and they shall maketheeto eat grassas oxen, and they shall
wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall passover thee, till thou
know that the most High ruleth in thekingdom of men, and giveth it to whom-
soever hewill” (4:20-25).

1 Nebuchadnezzar was avery prideful man. Herefused to see all the evidence
that has been before him about the one true God.
2. The tree was King Nebuchadnezzar and the dream teaches that he will be

humbled. The order came from Heaven. The king will be removed from his
throne, but not by man. God will remove him from his seat of power.

3. Nebuchadnezzar would eat grass as an animal in the field. Thisis called
boanthropy. It is when a person imagines that he is an animal or ox in the

field.

4, The experience is designed to teach the king that there is one true God. He
issovereign over al the kingdoms of men.

5. The king would be in that condition “until seven times shall pass over”
him.
a The exact amount of time is not known. Some believe it to be seven

weeks, others seven months and some think it is seven years.
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b. The purposeisto teach theking that God isin control and rulesin the
kingdom of men.

C. The number seven is often used to indicate completeness or fullness.
The message that the dream was getting across to the king is that he
would livelike an animal until heis completely convinced that there
is One God, sovereign over all the kingdoms of man.

“ And whereasthey commanded to leave the stump of the treeroots; thy king-
dom shall be sureunto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the heavens
dorule. Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break
off thy sinsby righteousness, and thineiniquitiesby shewing mercy tothe poor;
if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity” (4:26,27).

1.

Nebuchadnezzar would not lose his kingdom during the time of his humil-
iation. Hewould be king again, but only after he comesto the knowledgethat
God rulesin the kingdoms of men. Thisis amessage that kings, presidents,
and rulersneed to learn today! God isin control of thisworld providentially.
There is no king more powerful than God.

Daniel encourages Nebuchadnezzar to repent of hissinsin the hope that the
time of his peace may be lengthened. He encourages the king to stop the
cruelty and injusticethat he practices. Daniel urgeshimto show mercy tothe
poor and practice righteousness.

IV. TIME FOR THE KING TO BE HUMBLED (4:28-33).

A.

“All this came upon the king Nebuchnezzar. At the end of twelve months he
walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. The king spake, and said, Is
not this great Babylon, that | have built for the house of the kingdom by the
might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?” (4:28-30).

1.

It isthe day of judgment for the king of Babylon. A year had passed since
Daniel had given the king the interpretation of his dream. It was like any
other day, except on thisone, theking will be humbled by God. Thereisfinal
judgment coming to all of us one day. It will come when no one expects.
Time will end and everyone will give an answer to the Lord for how they
lived (Romans 2:2,6,11,16; 2 Corinthians 5:10). Daniel encouraged the
king to repent and prepare for what was coming. There is no indication that
he took the advice of Daniel. Man has the opportunity to prepare for final
judgment, but most are like Nebuchadnezzar: unprepared for Judgment Day.
The arrogance and the pride of Nebuchadnezzar is brought out at this time.
Heisvery arrogant and takes the glory for the splendor of the kingdom for
himself (Proverbs 8:13; Philippians 2:3; James 4.6).
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“Whiletheword wasin theking' smouth, therefell avoicefrom heaven, saying,
O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from
thee. And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the
beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times
shall passover thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. The same hour wasthething ful-
filled upon Nebuchadnezzar : and hewasdriven from men, and did eat grassas
oxen, and hisbody waswet with thedew of heaven, till hishairsweregrown like
eagles feathersand hisnailslikebirds claws’ (4:31-33).

1 The words that Daniel spoke to the king are beginning to be fulfilled. The
king is getting a lesson in humility.

2. The king will live as an oxen until he knows that God is in control of the
kingdoms of men. One can imagine how the great king of Babylon lookedin
thefieldlivingasananimal: hishair longlike eagles’ feathers; hisfinger and
toe nailslong like birds' claws.

V. THE KING ISRESTORED TO HISKINGDOM (4:34-37).

A.

“And at theend of thedays| Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyesunto heaven,
and mine under standing returned unto me, and | blessed the most High, and |
praised and honoured him that liveth forever, whose dominion isan everlasting
dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: And all thein-
habitantsof theearth arereputed asnothing: and hedoeth accordingto hiswill
in the army of heaven, among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay
his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? At the same time my reason re-
turned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness
returned unto me; and my counsellorsand my lor dssought unto me; and | was
established in my kingdom, and excellent maj esty was added unto me” (4:34-
36).

1 The king had been punished for his pride and arrogance. He is repenting of
his sins. God was using Babylon to punish Israel for her idolatry. The king
of Babylon and his kingdom was the instrument God used to teach His
people. In the process the king is changed and worships the one true God
who has all power.

2. While the king was suffering for his sin, God was in control of hiskingdom
and returned it to him after he repented. In thisthe king could truly see that
God rulesin the kingdoms of men.

“Now | Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all

whoseworksaretruth, and hiswaysjudgment: and thosethat walk in pridehe
isableto abase” (4:37).
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1 Theking' seyes are opened and he can see that thereis one true God. He did
worship idols, but now he gives honor to the “ King of heaven.”

2. The king understands that God’s way is the way of truth. Those who are
proud, He is able to humble.

QUESTIONSOVER CHAPTER FOUR
Who isin charge of the kingdoms of men?
Why didn’t Daniel come in with the rest of the wise men of Babylon?
Please explain “ seven times.”
From what ilIness did the king suffer?
How does God view aprideful man? Give several Scripturesthat teach God’ sview of pride.

Under the law of Moses what was the punishment if a son, daughter, or friend tried to get
one to follow other gods?

What counsel did Daniel give Nebuchadnezzar after he gavetheinterpretation of the dream?
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DANIEL CHAPTER FIVE

INTRODUCTION:

1.

The chaptersin Daniel are not arranged in chronological order. Chapters5, 6, 7, and 8 when
arranged in chronological order would be chapters 7, 8, 5 and 6.

Belshazzar was the son of Nabonidus. Belshazzar was co-regent with his father at the time
Darius, the Mede, captured Babylon and killed Belshazzar.

Nebuchadnezzar reigned asking of Babylon about forty threeyears. After hisdeath, hisson,
Evil-merodach, ascended to the throne of Babylon. It was Evil-merodach that brought
Jehoiachin out of prison and arranged to take care of his needs for the rest of his life
(Jeremiah 52:31-34; 2 Kings 25:27-30).

There is about 23 years from the death of Nebuchadnezzar to the death of Belshazzar in
chapter 5.

Thosewhotry to cast doubt on the accuracy of Daniel at onetimetaught that Belshazzar did
not exist. But, there have been cuneiform tablets discovered with Belshazzar’ s name onit.
How did Belshazzar become co-regent with hisfather, Nabonidus? Naboniduswastheruler
over Babylon, but he was a superstitious man and spent “hisdaysin Temaand did not even
visit Babylon. Hewasking in name only. His son, Bel shazzar, was co-regent, and the effec-
tive ruler of the nation” (H.A. “Buster” Dobbs. The Book of Daniel Southwest L ectures,
p.110).

Thereisanother point at whichthemodernistsarevery critical of Daniel. In chapter 5 Daniel
said that Nebuchadnezzar wasthe father of Belshazzar (5:2,18). How could thisbe accurate
since Nabonidusis his father? Daniel referred to the greatest of Belshazzar’ s predecessors
ashisfather. Inthat part of the world thisterminology is used often, even today. “ At present
thereigning sheikhs of northern Arabiaare al called the sons of Rashid, although in reality
they are not hissons’ (James Orr, Editor, International Standard Bible Encyclopedia Vol 1,
p. 433).

BELSHAZZAR’'SFEAST (5:1-4).

A. “Belshazzar the king made a great feast to athousand of hislords, and drank
wine before the thousand” (5:1).

1 In chapters 7 and 8 Daniel datesthe reign of Belshazzar. He never says any-
thing about Nabonidus. It was Belshazzar that Daniel was serving directly.
Thus, there is no need to say anything about his father, Nabonidus. Daniel
called Belshazzar “the king.” In Aramic the word king may be used in dif-
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ferent senses. “The word itself need not bear the connotation of absolute
monarch” (Edward Young, The Prophecy of Danidl, p. 118).

2. It isimportant to note that Belshazzar had this“ great feast.” For leadersin
Babylon. He “drank wine.” Wine has been the downfall of many people.
Wine respects no one, from the king living in splendor and pomp, to the one
who servestheking. It will destroy thosewho drink at itsfountain (Prover bs
20:1; 23:29-35; Ephesians 5:18).

“Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and
silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple
which wasin Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, hiswives, and his con-
cubines, might drink therein” (5:2).

1. Belshazzar was under the influence of wine, deceived by intoxicating drink,
having his mind poisoned by alcohol. The king was having a drunken party.
In such parties the sense of decency is lost to lasciviousness. In this party
Belshazzar had his concubines; they were the women of his harem.

2. Under the effect of wine, the king commands that the golden and silver
vessels that Nebuchadnezzar took from the temple in Jerusalem be brought
in. He was showing contempt for God by profaning the temple vessels.
Perhaps he was even showing contempt for Nebuchadnezzar who turned to
the one true God and worshipped Him.

“Then they brought the golden vesselsthat weretaken out of thetemple of the
house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and hisprinces, hiswives,
and his concubines, drank in them. They drank wine, and praised the gods of
gold, and silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone” (5:3,4).

1. Truly, thisisavery wretched scenewith the king and those at the party drunk
from wine.

2. In their drunken state they glorified theidols of Babylon, gold, silver, brass,
iron, wood, and stone.

3. Drinking from the vessels from the temple of God and praising idols of
Babylon insulted the one true God, the God Nebuchadnezzar praised.

. BELSHAZZAR ISHUMBLED (5:5-9).

A.

“In the same hour cameforth fingersof a man’shand, and wrote over against
the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king's palace: and the king
saw thepart of thehand that wrote. Then theking’ s countenance was changed,
and histhoughtstroubled him, sothat thejointsof hisloinswereloosed, and his
knees smote one against another” (5:5,6).
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1. The demeanor of the king changed quickly, from drinking and praising idols
to being overwhelmed with fear.

2. When Bel shazzar saw the fingers of aman’ shand writing onthewall, helost
control of hisbody and his knees knocked together. It was judgment day for
the king and as Nebuchadnezzar was not prepared in the previous chapter,
Belshazzar is unprepared to stand before God. Isaiah spoke about two
hundred year earlier about God loosing the loins of kings for Cyrus, His
servant (Isaiah 45:1-6).

Thekingcried aloud to bringin the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the sooth-
sayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever
shall read thiswriting, and shew metheinter pretation thereof, shall be clothed
with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third
ruler in the kingdom” (5:7).

1. Belshazzar looks to his advisers for help. He came up empty because he
looked to the wrong ones. The wise men of Babylon were unable to help
King Nebuchadnezzar, neither will they be of help to Belshazzar.

2. The king was overwrought to find someone to give him the interpretation of
the writing.
3. Belshazzar said that he would raise the one who was able to give the

interpretationto” third ruler inthekingdom.” Thisisinternal evidencethat
Belshazzar was co-regent with hisfather Nabonidus. Bel shazzar was second
in command to hisfather. He could only raise someoneto third in command.

Then camein all theking’'swise men: but they could not read thewriting, nor
make known to the king the inter pretation thereof. Then was king Belshazzar
greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and hislordswere
astonied” (5:8,9).

1. The king would receive no help from the wise men of Babylon. It was a
message from the one true God and they did not walk with Him.
2. Theking’ sexpression changed when heisfaced with thisown limitation. He

is not the foolhardy man he once was, just minutes earlier. His daring has
changed to distress and misery. He has been humbled by the One who rules
in the kingdoms of men.

“Now the queen by reason of the words of theking and hislordscameinto the
banquet house: and the queen spake and said, O king, livefor ever: let not thy
thoughtstrouble thee, nor let thy countenance be changed: Thereisa man in
thy kingdom, in whom isthe spirit of theholy gods; and in thedaysof thy father
light and under standing and wisdom, likethewisdom of the gods, wasfound in
him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, | say, thy father,
made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers;
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Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and under standing, inter-
preting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts,
were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let
Daniel be called, and hewill shew theinterpretation” (5:10-12).

1. The queen, most likely, was not thewife of Belshazzar. The evidencefor this
isfound in verse two. The text teaches that the king’ s wives were present at
the drunken party.

2. Some suggest that the queen was the wife of Nebuchadnezzar(“Buster”
Dobbs, Edward Young). Rex Turner in his commentary on Daniel teaches
that the queen was Nebuchadnezzar’s wife and Belshazzar’s grandmother
(Rex A Turner Sr., Daniel A Prophet of God, p. 183).

3. The queen knowswhat happened during thetime of Nebuchadnezzar’ sreign
asking. She believesthat Daniel had the ability to give the interpretation of
the writing.

4, She encourages Belshazzar to call for Daniel at once, to receive the inter-
pretation.

“Then wasDaniel brought in beforetheking. And theking spakeand said unto
Danidl, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of thecaptivity of Judah,
whom the king my father brought out of Jewry?” (5:13).

1 Thisisthe first time Belshazzar saw Daniel. Daniel would be about 75-80
yearsold at thistime.

2. Daniel was not active in service to Belshazzar as he was to King Nebu-
chadnezzar. Some speculate that Daniel was in retirement at this time.

“I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the godsisin thee, and that light
and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee. And now the wise
men, theastrologer s, havebeen brought in beforeme, that they should read this
writing, and makeknown untometheinter pretation thereof: but they could not
shew the inter pretation of thething:” (5:14,15).

1. The queen had given Belshazzar all the information he needed about the
character of Daniel. Daniel had been in Babylon during all of Belshazzar's
reign as king. He never had a need for Daniel until this time of trouble.

2. Once again we can see the uselessness of the wise men of Babylon. They
could not help the king.

“And | have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretation, and dissolve
doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to me the inter-
pretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold
about thy neck, and shalt bethethird ruler in thekingdom” (5:16).
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H.

1 Belshazzar had no need of Daniel or the God he served until now, when there
came a of time trouble in hislife. There are multitudes who have the same
character as the king. They have no need of God or those who serve God
until they arein trouble or anguish. O that man would love God and seek His
will al the time (Psalm 119:165; M atthew 22:37-40).

2. The king iswilling to make Daniel the third ruler in the kingdom, if he will
give the interpretation of the writing.

“Then Daniel answered and said beforetheking, L et thy giftsbeto thyself, and
givethy rewardsto another; yet | will read thewriting unto theking, and make
known to him theinterpretation” (5:17).

1. Daniel does not hesitate in letting the king know that he is able to read the
writing. Thereisnoindecision or delay; heispreparedto givetheking God' s
message. Today, Christians need to always be prepared to give thosein sin
God' s saving message (1 Peter 3:15).

2. Daniel isnot interested in the king’ s gifts. Those things were of no value to
him. Thereisno doubt that the astrol ogers, soothsayers, and Chaldeanswere
interested in such gifts and high office in Babylon.

“O thou king, themost high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father aking-dom,
and majesty, and glory, and honour: And for the majesty that he gave him, all
people, nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him: whom he
would heslew; and whom hewould hekept alive; and whom hewould heset up;
and whom he would he put down” (5:18,19).

1 Daniel explainsall the advantages that the king had to learn about God. God
had chosen Babylon and made it agreat nation. He blessed Nebuchadnezzar
as king over this great nation.

2. God gave Nebuchadnezzar power to accomplish Hiseternal purpose. Heused
Babylon asa*“ boiling caldron” (ASV) to boil the sin of idolatry out of the
Jews (Jeremiah 1:11-16).

“But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was
deposed from hiskingly throne, and they took hisglory from him: And hewas
driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts, and his
dwellingwaswith thewild asses: they fed him with grasslikeoxen, and hisbody
waswet with thedew of heaven; till heknew that themost high God ruled in the
kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever hewill” (5:20,21).

1. Nebuchadnezzar was given a great kingdom, but his heart was filled with

pride (4:30). The Most High God taught the king an important lesson on
humility.
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K.

2. Humility is the lesson that Belshazzar was being taught. He will learn that
thereisonetrue God and Heis Sovereign over the kingdoms of men. Bel-
shazzar refused to learn from history how God humbled Nebuchadnezzar.
Thus, he is being humbled before God and this night his life will be taken
from him (James 4:10).

“And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou
knewest all this; But hast lifted up thyself against the L ord of heaven; and they
have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy
wives, and thy concubines, havedrunk winein them; and thou hast praised the
godsof silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which seenot, nor hear,
nor know: and the God in whosehand thy breath is, and whose areall thy ways,
hast thou not glorified:” (5:22,23).

1. Daniel states plainly that Belshazzar had the opportunity to learn from
Nebuchadnezzar’ s experience.

2. Belshazzar blasphemed God in drinking wine out of the vessel sof Hishouse.
Nebuchadnezzar wasavery wicked king: heworshippedidols, killed without
mercy, and did not show sympathy to the poor (4:27). But, thereisno record
of him ever being irreverent toward God. When Belshazzar profaned the
vessels of God' s house, he lifted himself up against God. He did not glorify
the very One who held power over his breath.

“Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written.
And thisisthewriting that waswritten, ME-NE, ME-NE, TE-KEL , U-PHAR-
SIN. Thisistheinterpretation of thething: ME-NE; God hath numbered thy
kingdom, and finished it. TE-KEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art
found wanting. PE-RES; Thy kingdom isdivided, and given to the Medes and
the Persians’ (5:24-28).

1 One can see the courage of Daniel as he gives the interpretation of the
writing. Heis God’' s messenger reading the official dispatch from the throne
of God.

2. Belshazzar had been weighed in the balances of God' sjudgment; life of the
king on one side, and the righteousness of God on the other side. Belshazzar
came up short.

3. God will give Babylon to the Medes and the Persians.

4, Belshazzar was learning the hard way about the sovereignty of God. He
failed to humble himself before God, so he will receive the justice from
God’ shand. One day we shall be weighed in the balances of God. What will
we hear from the One who holds the breath of man in His hand?

5. The Scriptures teach a great deal about the judgment of God. We must
prepare ourselves for that day (Ecclesiastes 12:13,14; Psalm 96:13; Amos
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4:12; Matthew 12:36,37; 16:27; Mark 4:22; Luke 12:2-5; John 12:48;
2 Corinthians 5:10; 2 Thessalonians 7-9; 1 Peter 1:17).

M. “Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a
chain of gold about hisneck, and made a proclamation concer ning him, that he
should bethethird ruler in the kingdom” (5:29).

1 Thereis no doubt, Belshazzar believes Daniel’ s reading of the message.

2. The king then commands that Daniel be made third ruler in the kingdom.
Daniel was not interested in the king's reward (5:17), yet the king stills
carries out his promise. It was a maneuver of vanity. Daniel knew that the
Babylonian kingdom was coming to an end.

N. “In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. And Dariusthe
M edian took the kingdom, being about threescoreand two yearsold” (5:30,31).

1. There is some questions as to the identity of Darius the Mede. There is no
mention of him outside of the Old Testament. “ There are three or four men-
tioned in the O.T. (1.S.B.E, p. 788). Albert Barnes believes him to be the
uncle of Cyrus (Barnes Notes, p.303). Some believe him to be Darius-
Ugbaru, agovernor appointed by Cyrus over Babylon. There is no problem
with Dariusbeing called agovernor and aking. “Inancient aswell asmodern
oriental empires the governors of provinces and cities were often called
kings’ (1.S.B.E, p. 788).

2. Darius was 62 years old when he was made king, governor, of Babylon by
Cyrus, the king of the Medes and Persians.

QUESTIONSOVER CHAPTER FIVE

Please explain why Belshazzar could only make Daniel third ruler over the kingdom.
Please explain how Belshazzar could be called the son of Nebuchadnezzar.

Who was Nabonidus?

What does it mean to be weighed in the balances?

About how many years is there between chaptersfour and five?

After the death of Nebuchadnezzar, who ascended to the throne of Babylon? What did the
new king do for Jehoiachin?
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INTRODUCTION:

DANIEL CHAPTER SIX

1 In this chapter the faithfulness of Daniel is brought out once again.

2. The fruits of jealousy and pride are contrasted with the humble spirit of God’s servant,

Danidl.

3. Inthefirst five chapters of this great book one can see the power of the king of Babylon. In
the Medo and Persian empire even the king is subject to law. Once alaw was established,
not even the king could changeit (6:8,12). A study of the Book of Esther helpsto show the
customs of the Medes and Persians.

4, This chapter will build one's faith in God. He is able to protect and deliver His faithful

servants.

DANIEL IS PROMOTED TO A POSITION OF AUTHORITY IN THE MEDO
AND PERSIAN EMPIRE (6:1-3).

A. “It pleased Dariusto set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes,
which should be over the whole kingdom; And over these three presidents; of
whom Daniel wasfirst: that the princesmight giveaccountsuntothem, and the
king should have no damage” (6:1,2).

1.

2.

Cyrus was the king of the Medes and Persians. He delegated the rule of the
Babylonian Empire to a subordinate, Darius (6:28).

Cyruswas called the“ shepherd” and the“anointed” of the Lord by Isaiah,
as he spoke of Cyrus about two hundred years before Cyrus’ birth (Isaiah
44:28; 45:1-5). Inthefirst year of the reign of Cyrus, he permitted the Jews
to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple (2 Chronicles 36:22,23; Ezra
1:1-4). The first group of Jews returned to Jerusalem, but Daniel stayed in
Babylon.

Darius appointed one hundred and twenty princes over the kingdom. They
weresubordinateto Dariusand three presidents (overseers) whom Darius set
over them. Darius was setting an efficient chain of command to govern
Babylon.

Thiswasdone so Dariuswould “ haveno damage.” Hewould not suffer any
loss of taxes and he would be able to keep the kingdom under control.
Thereissome question asto identity of Dariusthe Mede. In his commentary
on Daniel, Rex Turner Sr. believesthat the Darius of 5:31 waskilled shortly
after Babylon was taken. He was Darius Ugbaru. After his death Cyrus ap-
pointed Darius Gubaru. ThisDariuswasnot the Darius, the son of Ahasuerus
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of 9:1(Daniel A Prophet of God, Rex Turner Sr. p.196). A study of thekings
of Babylon, and the Medes and Persians, is important; especially when it
concerns prophecy as in the case of Cyrus. This is evidence for the
inspiration of the Bible. In our study we don’t want to overlook the message
that God is teaching about the faith and commitment of His servant Daniel,
and how Heis ableto deliver Hisfaithful children.

“Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidentsand princes, because an
excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole

realm” (6:3).

1. Darius could see something specia in Daniel; that he had an “ excellent
spirit.”
a Excellent-“that which hangs over or which is abundant, more than

enough, and then anything that isvery great, excellent, pre-eminent”
(Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes Daniel, Val. 2, p.13).
b. Darius could see integrity in Danidl.
The New Testament teaches that Christians should be people of integrity
(Matthew 5:13-16; 1 Timothy 4:12; Colossians 3:5-10).

. VANITY AND PRIDE LEADSTO A FOOLISH DECREE (6:4-9).

A.

“Then these presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel
concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; for-
asmuch as he was faithful, neither wasthere any error or fault found in him”

(6:4).

1.

Resentfulness, ambition, and jealously worked in the hearts of these men.
Sadly, sometimes these characteristics are in the hearts of Christians. Those
attributes should never be ascribed to the child of God (Romans 13:13,14).
Daniel was a man of honesty, decency, honor, and principle. His enemies
could not find any fault in him (Philippians 2:14,15; 1 Peter 2:11,12).

“Then said thesemen, Weshall not find any occasion against thisDaniel, except
we find it against him concerning the law of his God” (6:5).

1.

These men had put Daniel under a magnifying glass looking for something
to discredit him. They were like a pack of dogs seeking to find a scent of
anything that could be used against Daniel.

Their desire was to discredit him concerning his service to Darius and the
kingdom. Finding no kindling to start the fire that would destroy Daniel’s
status with the king, they look in other directions. They reasoned that the
only way they could be successful isto contrast Daniel’ s loyalty to his God
against hisloyalty to Darius. Daniel put God and Hislaw first. Thiswasthe
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only thing in Daniel’ s life they could find to accuse him and make charges
against.

C. “Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said
thus unto him, King Darius, live for ever. All the presidents of the kingdom, the
governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and the captains, have consulted together
to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a
petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, heshall becast intothe
den of lions. Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not
changed, according to law of the M edes and Per sians, which altereth not” (6:7,8).

1.

It can be easily seen that these men were students of human character. They
knew where they could do damage to Daniel, and they knew how to work
Darius.

It was Darius’ vanity and pride that they appealed to. They were not con-
cerned about Darius. Their only concern was personal prestige and status.
Daniel wasaman of prayer and hetrusted in God. This decree wasthe means
to entrap Daniel and have him killed.

Once the law was signed, it could not be changed. The Medes and Persians
had respect for law. Man must have respect for law or chaoswould rule. But,
the Medes and Persians had no provision to change a bad law.

They lied to the king when they said that “ all the presidents’ consulted to
establish the statute. They did not consult Daniel. They were children of the
devil and used alie as atool to entrap a Child of God (John 8:44; 2 Cor-
inthians 11: 3).

D. “Wherefore king Darius signed thewriting and the decree” (6:9).

1.

2.

The king was agreeabl e to the requests of the presidents and signed the evil
decree.

Oncethe decree was signed, it would only be amatter of time before Daniel
would receive the death penalty.

[II.  DANIEL’'SCOMMITMENT TO GOD (6:10).

A. “Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house;
and hiswindowsbeing open in hischamber towar d Jer usalem, hekneeled upon
hiskneesthreetimesa day, and prayed, and gavethanksbefore hisGod, as he
did aforetime” (6:10).

1.

2.

When Daniel heard about the decree, he did as it was his custom to do: he
went to God in prayer.

It iseasily seen from the time that Daniel wasfirst taken to Babylon, that it
was always his desire to be faithful to God (1:8). Danidl trusted in God and
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he was not going to let a manmade, evil law, keep him from his God.
Faithfulness must be the characteristic of God's Children (Prover bs 28: 20;
Matthew 10:22; Ephesians 4:14; Revelation 2:10).

3. Prayer can strengthen the weak, encourage the broken-hearted, and humble
the mighty. The faithful servant of God will be steadfast in prayer (Romans
12:12; Philippians4:6; 1 Thessalonians5:17; Hebrews4:16; James5: 16;
1 John 5:14).

4, Daniel’s life was in danger; he went to the only One who could save him
(Psalm 18:3).

V. DANIEL IN THE LIONSDEN (6:11-17).

A.

“Then thesemen assembled, and found Daniel prayingand making supplication
before hisGod” (6:11).

1. The enemies of Daniel are ready to spring the trap.
2. The completion of their plans are about to come true. They find Daniel
making requests of his God.

“Then they camenear, and spakebeforetheking concerningtheking sdecree;
Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a petition of any
God or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den
of lions? Theking answered and said, Thethingistrue, accordingtothelaw of
the M edes and the Persians, which altereth not.

Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the
children of captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that
thou hast signed, but maketh his petition threetimesa day” (6:12,13).

1 The enemies of Daniel have positioned themselvesin such away that Daniel
will be put in the lions den.
2. Theking had no power to changethelaw. It must be carried out even though

it was adiabolic law.

“Then the king, when he heard these wor ds, was sor e displeased with him-self,
and set hisheart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down
of thesun to deliver him” (6:14).

1 King Dariusunderstandsthat he had been used by thetwo presidents. Hewas
used asa“ puppet” by the enemiesof Daniel. They were not concerned about
him, they only wanted Daniel dead. One could understand why Darius was
“sore displeased.”

2. The damage had been done. The king labors to keep from putting Daniel in
the lions den. But, the Medes and Persians commitment to law keep the
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hands of the king tied from helping Daniel. It seemsfrom thetext that Darius
looked upon Daniel asafriend.

“Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O
king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute
which the king establisheth may be changed. Then the king commanded and
they brought Daniel, and cast him into theden of lions. Now theking spake and
said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.
And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king
sealed it with hisown signet, and the signet of hislords; that the pur pose might
not be changed concerning Daniel” (6:15-17).

1. The enemies of Daniel were not about to let him escape from thelions. They
cameto theking to remind him about law of the Medesand Persians. It could
not be changed or altered.

2. Darius had come under the influence of agodly man, Daniel. He knew that
Daniel was faithful to his God and that he served Him “ Continually.”

3. Dariuswas at animpasse, he wanted to free Daniel, but hewasunable. There
isaglimpse of hope in Darius when he said, your God will deliver you.

4, Thereisalesson to be learned here. We must watch what we say lesswe put
ourselves or someone else in the lions den.

V. DANIEL WASNOT HURT BY THE LIONS (6:18-24).

A.

“Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither were
instrumentsof musick brought beforehim: and hissleep went from him” (6:18).

1. The king could not change the law to save Daniel from thelions' den.

2. Dariusdid spend the night in sorrow and regret for the law that he passed that
put Daniel in the jaws of death. He had been used by evil men to be the
instrument of death for a righteous man. It is no wonder that he could not

sleep.

“Then theking arosevery early in themorning, and went in haste unto theden
of lions. And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto
Danidl: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living
God, isthy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the
lions? Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, livefor ever. My God hath sent
his angel, and hath shut the lions mouths, that they have not hurt me: for-
asmuch asbeforehim innocency wasfound in me; and also beforethee, O king,
havel doneno hurt” (6:19-22).
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The urgency in the king's actions are seen as he “arose early” to see if
Daniel’s God was powerful enough to save him. He cried in distress to
Daniel hoping that he had been delivered from the lions.

The king had no power to save Daniel, but the Sovereign of al kings and
kingdoms has the power to save His servant, Daniel. He isthe Ruler in the
kingdoms of men. Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar learned this lesson the
hard way (4:28-5:30). It iseducation day for Darius. Hewill seethat God has
the power to deliver His faithful servant. God is able to deliver man today
from the jaws of sin, if man would only trust and serve God (Hebrews
10:22,23).

Daniel trusted in God and was delivered. Thisisthe posture that must grow
in Christians, so that when they face the “lions” of thisworld, their trust is
in the One in control (Psalm 27:1-14; Philippians 1:20-23; 4:13).

One can only imaginethejoy in Darius heart when he heard Daniel’ svoice
coming from the den of death.

Daniel said that it was God who saved him because he was innocent of any
wrongdoing. He had shown respect to Darius and his service to the Medo-
Persian Empirewas beyond reproach. Daniel givesatender rebuketo Darius
for his actions that put him in the lions den.

“Then wasthe king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should
take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no
manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in hisGod” (6:23).

1.

Daniel “believed in hisGod.” Thisis perhapsthe greatest commentary that
could be said about any man. Daniél trusted in God. Hewastaken to Babylon
as a teenager and was made a eunuch. His job was to serve a very wicked
king. With all the hardships he went through in a godless country, he stayed
firmin histrust in God.

a Christians have no less responsibility today in their service to man
(Colossians 3:22).

b. Christians can, should, grow strong from the trialsthat they face and
overcomeinthislife, asDaniel grew in hisfaithin Babylon (2 Thes-
salonians 1:3-5; James 1:3; 1 Peter 1:7; Matthew 10:22).

Daniel trusted God. It isthrough hisfaith that thosein agodlessland |earned

about God (M atthew 5:13-16).

“And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had accused
Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their
wives; and thelionshad themastery of them, and brakeall their bonesin pieces
or ever they came at the bottom of the den” (6:24).

1

The evil men received the sentence which they planned for Daniel.
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Theferocious, violent, savage, and brutal way thelionsattacked the evil men
and their families can be contrasted with the way Daniel was proteced from
their rage. Daniel was protected by God; they were not under His protection.
The evil men were sowing a seed when they tried to have Daniel killed.
When one plantsaseed, thereisalwaysaharvest (Galatians6: 7,8, Romans
2:6; Hosea 8:7).

“Theking described these men asthose who had * accused’ Daniel. Theword
‘accused’ isavery strong one and meant, ‘...eat the pieces of aman.” What
agraphic description of slander (Psa. 31:13; Proverbs. 10:18)! Throughtheir
slander of Daniel, these evil men tried to eat the pieces of Daniel, but got
eaten by lionsthemselves’ (Charles DiPalma, South West L ectures, p.133).

VI. THE GLORIFICATION OF GOD (6:25-28).

A.

“Then king Dariuswrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in
all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. | make a decree, That in every
dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for
heistheliving God, and stedfast for ever, and hiskingdom that which shall not
be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end. He delivereth and
rescueth, and he wor keth signs and wondersin heaven and in earth, who hath
delivered Danidl from the power of thelions’ (6:25-27).

1.

The Darius makes awise decree. He gives glory to God by declaring that He
is Living. Darius had seen idols, false gods that had no power. He sees that
the One Daniel served isliving, steadfast and has a kingdom that cannot be
devastated, ruined or destroyed. All of this came about because of Daniel’s
steadfastness to God in the face of death.

The power of God is seen in agodless nation once again. He can protect and
deliver His faithful, even when an escape looks impossible from man’'s
viewpoint. He delivered Shadrach, M eshach, and Abednego fromthefires of
death (3:19-25). He Déelivered Daniel from the jaws of death.

“So thisDaniel prospered in thereign of Darius, and in thereign of Cyrusthe
Persian” (6:28).

1.

During the rule of Darius and Cyrus, Daniel prospered.

a Prosper-The word is used 65 timesin the Old Testament. “ The word
expresses the idea of a successful venture, as contrasted with failure’
(Vines).

b. The enemies of God and His servantstried to destroy, but because of

God’ s power, the Children of God succeeded.

Some believe that Cyrus succeeded Darius. Thisideais not in conformity
with history. Cyrusthe Persian was king from about 600 B.C. to 529 B.C. By
550 he had united the Medo-Persian Empire. Darius the Mede would have
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been ruler, governor, under Cyrus. During these two men’s reign “Daniel
prospered.”
QUESTIONSOVER CHAPTER SIX
What was very distinctive about the law of the Medo-Persian Empire?

Daniel wasaman of integrity. List some New Testament passages that teach that Christians
should be people of integrity.

How were the enemies of Daniel able to entrap him?
How did Charles DiPalma define accused in 6:247?
Why did Darius make a foolish decree?

Who was glorified because of Daniel’ s steadfastness?

Some say that Daniel was not eaten because the lions were not hungry. How can this be
refuted?
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DANIEL CHAPTER SEVEN

INTRODUCTION:

1.

Chapter seven is a parallel to chapter two. In chapter two Nebuchadnezzar had a dream
which Daniel interprets. In this dream a great image made of different material represents
four earthly kingdoms. During the fourth kingdom the God of Heaven will set up the
kingdom of the Messiah.

In chapter seven Daniel has a dream about four beasts, which represent the four kingdoms.
Asin chapter two during the fourth kingdom, God will set up the eternal kingdom of His
Son. “The vision of the image in chapter two shows what might be regarded as the more
human features of the four kingdoms. It isthat of ahuman being. The scenein Daniel seven
has the cruel aspects of the four kingdoms set forth in their more beastly nature” (Jerry
Moffitt, Southwest L ectures, P.143).

DANIEL’SDREAM OF FOUR GREAT BEASTS (7:1-8).

A. “Inthefirst year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had adream and visions
of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the
matters’ (7:1).

1 In studying this great book one must remember that sections of it are not in
chronological order. As stated in the introduction of chapter 5, if it was
arranged chronol ogically the order would be, chapters 7,8,5, and 6. Somelike
to study it chronologically. This does no harm and is up to the individual.
The main thing isto study this great book and see the hand of God at work
in the kingdoms of men and His power to save those who trust in Him.

2. When Daniel was asleep on his bed, he had a dream. When he awoke from
his dream, he wrote it down. It must be noted that we are entering a part of
Daniel that was written in symbolic language. See appendix A-apocalyptic
writing.

B. “Daniel spakeand said, | saw in my vision by night, and, behold, thefour winds
of heaven strove upon thegreat sea” (7:2).

1. Daniel saw in hisdream the wind from heaven. Thiswind “ strove upon the
great sea.” It made a great effect upon the “great sea.”
a Thewinds or four winds are often used to depict the power of God at
work among man (Ex. 10:13,19; 14:21; 15:8,10; Rev. 7:1-3).
b. Thefour winds symbolize the power of God at work in the kingdoms
of men.
2. There are two different views of the meaning of “the great sea.”
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a Somebelieveit to be the M editerranean Sea. Joshuacalled the M edi-
terranean “the great sea toward the going down of the sun” (Joshua
1:4).This view does not fully explain the text.

b. Some believeit to be symbolic of mankind. There are several Scrip-
tures that depict humanity as a sea (Isaiah 17:12,13; 57:20;
Revelation 17:1,15). Thisview is amore reasonabl e explanation of
the passage. In verse 17 thisview is supported when Daniel said that
thefour beastswerefour kings* which shall ariseout of theearth.”
It could be said that Daniel saw the power (four winds) of God
moving upon the sea of humanity.

“And four great beasts came up from the sea, diver se one from another” (7:3).

1.

“Beasts’ isatermthat isused symbolically. It “ denoteswild savage animals
which symbolically denote cruel tyrannical rulers, or powers, whether civil,
political, or religious’ (Rex Turner, p.103).

All four beasts came up from the sea of humanity. Each of the beasts had its
own traits or personality. Daniel said that they were diverse.

“Thefirst waslikealion, and had eagle swings: | beheld till the wings ther eof
wereplucked, and it waslifted up from theearth, and made stand upon the feet
asaman, and a man’sheart wasgiven toit” (7:4).

1.

In Daniel’ svision he seesfour beasts and thefirst isalion with wings of an

eagle. The lion is one of the most vicious of al the beasts. This lion has

wings as an eagle which would make it extremely brutal and aggressive.

Thisfirst beast is parallel to the head of gold in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream

(chapter two).

a It is Babylon that this first beast represents, specifically during the
time of Nebuchadnezzar.

b. Nebuchadnezzar was compared to a lion by Jeremiah and Ezekiel
(Jeremiah 4:5-7; 49:19,20; 50:17; Ezekiel 17:1-3,12).

Daniel saw the nature of the beast change to that of a man by having his

wings plucked off. So it was King Nebuchadnezzar. He was at first a very

proud man, as alion, and the swiftness of Babylon upon her enemies were

very aggressive, as an eagle.

Nebuchadnezzar was humbled by the Onewho rulesin the kingdoms of men

(4:28-37). One could say that hiswings were “ plucked.”

“And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on
oneside, and it had threeribsin themouth of it between theteeth of it: and they
said thusunto it, Arise, devour much flesh” (7:5).
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Inthisverse Daniel introducesanother beast, the bear. Bearsarelarge, heavy,
carnivorous mammals. The head of abear islarge and broad. Their jaws are
extended and powerful.

a One of the most dangerous is the grizzly bear of western North
America. They can weigh from 350 to 900 pounds and grow to about
eight feet in length.

b. Thebear, for itssize, isvery dangerousand fightswith great courage.
When they attack, they use their teeth and claws in away to destroy
the prey. The bear, though physically powerful, isnot as swift asthe
lion.

The bear represents the second kingdom in Daniel’ s dream, the kingdom of

the Medo-Persian empire. Theempireiscomposed of two nations, Mediaand

Persia. Some believe the dua nature of the kingdom is represented by the

beast being raised up on oneside. Othersbelieveit representsakingdom that

had been at rest, but was now rousing itself for war. The picture of a bear
going forth after its prey would describe the Medo-Persian empire out to
conquer Babylon.

The bear “had threeribsin the mouth of it between the teeth of it.”

a Some believe the ribs to be Media, Persia, and Lydia. Thisview is
not possibleif the bear representsMediaand Persia. Thisview would
have the bear devouring itself.

b. Some believe the ribs to be Babylon, Lydia, and Egypt. Thisis pos-
sible and could easily fit in the picture of Daniel’ s dream.

C. There are others who believe that the ribs represent the greed and
eagerness of the Medo-Persian empire in accumulating the wealth
and possessions of other nations around them. With the threeribsin
its mouth the message was “ Arise, devour much flesh.”

The absolute in the picture that Daniel gives us is that the Medo-Persian

empire devours Babylon.

“ After this| beheld, and lo another, like aleopard, which had upon the back of
it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads;, and dominion was given

toit” (7:6).

1 The leopard is one of the great cats that lives in Africa and Asia. It isa
formidable beast that is a real perpetrator. It is known for its speed and
swiftness when it is on the prowl, going for the kill.

2. The leopard represents the Grecian empire. The four wings indicates the
speed and swiftness of the empire under Alexander the Great asit conquered
most of the world.

3. After the death of Alexander the Great, the Grecian empire was divided up

among four of Alexander’s successors (Ptolemy, Selucus, Philip, and
Antigonus). Some view the successors of Alexander’s empire as the “four
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heads’ in Daniel’s dream. This view would fit into the symbolism of
Daniel’ s dream.

Edward Young in his commentary believes the four heads represents “the
four cornersof theearth.” (Edward Young, p.146). Thefour heads symbolize
the ecumenicity of the Grecian empire.

The absolute is that the leopard is parallel with the “third kingdom of
brass’ in chapter two, which makes it the Grecian empire.

“ After this| saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and
terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: and it devoured
and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was
diversefrom all the beaststhat were beforeit; and it had ten horns’ (7:7).

1.

The fourth beast is parallel to the fourth kingdom in chapter two that was
made of iron with itsfeet made of miry clay (2:40-43). This beast represents
the Roman empire.

The fourth isaworld empire that is radically different from the three beasts

Daniel just described.

The fourth beast has iron teeth. Iron teeth can easily crush and devour its

prey. That which the teeth could not crush and devour was stamped on with

its feet.

The fourth beast “had ten horns.”

a There are different views as to the meaning of the “ten horns.”

b. Edward Young believes the ten horns are symbolic for complete
power. “The horn is also the symbol of power (cf. Deut. 33:17;
1 Sam. 2:1; Ps.18:2), and so in the ten horns the power of the king-
dom comes forth in full display. Since the number ten indicates
completeness, we need not regard the horns as representing ten
specific contemporary kings’ (Young, p. 147). | do not think this
view is correct. Daniel identifies the ten horns asten kingsin verse
24. 1t would be very difficult to say that the ten hornsin verse seven
stood for completeness and the little horn of verse eight stood for a
man.

C. Some believethe “ten horns’ areten kings of the Roman empire. It
istrue that the fourth beast represents the Roman empire. If the“ten
horns’ are ten kings that would make the emperor Domitian the
“little horn” in verse eight. Rex Turner Sr. in his book on Daniel
said that Domitian did not fit the qualifications of the little horn that
put down three rulers. “ Thereis no record of his having put down a
singleruler” (Turner, p. 122). History teaches that Domitian was an
emperor of the Roman empire, that isof the fourth beast. Daniel says
that the ten hornswereten kings. He did not say that they would arise
and rule consecutively.
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d. Premillennialists believe the ten horns to be ten kingdoms. They
never establish this view. They also deny that the kingdom was
established in the first century. That teaching is false.
Premillennialists have twisted the Bible so greatly that any of their
teaching looks perverted.

H. “I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little
horn, beforewhom there werethree of thefirst hornsplucked up by theroots:
and, behold, in thishorn wereeyeslike the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking
great things’ (7:8).

1.

2.

Thislittle horn is different from the ten horns. He plucks up three of the ten
horns and he has “ eyes like a man.” The little horn speaks “ great things
against the most High” and persecutes the saints (7:25).

The little horn was a braggart.

. THE ANCIENT OF DAY S (7:9-14).

A. “I beheld till thethroneswerecast down, and the Ancient of daysdid sit, whose
garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his
thronewaslikethefiery flame, and hiswheelsas burning fire.” (7:9).

1.

2.

“The Ancient of days’ is a grand, magnificent, splendid, and impressive
description of God.

It describesthat God is everlasting. He has always been, and will always be,
God (Psalm 90:2; Psalm 93:2; Psalm 119:142).

Thispictureisof Jehovah sitting on Histhrone. A picture of an all knowing,
all powerful God, sitting in judgment of the kingdoms of men. His white
garments and the hair of His head could be symbolic of purity and dignity.
Heisthe source of all power and authority.

“His throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.”
Thisvisionisof thethrone of the* Ancient of days.” Fireisoften described
as an avenue of the judgment of God (L eviticus 10:1,2; Psalm 50:1-4;
Hebrews 12:29). In the context of this chapter the “fiery flame, and the
wheels as a burning fire” pictures God's judgment on the fourth beast,
Rome, and the “little horn” (7:10,11). Men often speak of the wheels of
justice grinding out injustice. In this verse one could see the justice and
righteousness of God grinding out the injustice and wickedness of the little
horn and his kingdom.

B. “A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands
ministered untohim, and ten thousand timesten thousand stood beforehim: the
judgment was set, and the books were opened” (7:10).
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1 If I am correct in verse 9 about the fiery flame and the wheels as a burning
firebeing symbolic of thejudgment of God against i njustice and wickedness,
the fiery stream in this verse most likely is symbolic of God's judgment
going forth to consume all that isin opposition to Him.

2. The “thousand thousands’ that ministered to Him would be angels that
serve Him (Hebrews 1:14).

a Angels have different responsibilitiesin their service to God.

b. They are guardians (Genesis 3:22-24).

C. They worship God unendingly (Isaiah 6:1-3; Revelation 5:11,12).

d They are ministers of the wrath of God (Genesis 19:1-26; Acts
12:23).

e Do not get hung up on the numbers “thousand thousands or
thousand times ten thousand.” These numbers are symbolic and
should not be taken literally. This is one way of saying an in-
numerable company of the hosts of Heaven.

3. “Thejudgment of God is set, and the books were opened.” It istime for
judgment to commence against the fourth kingdom.

a This verse is very similar to Revelation 20:15. In Revelation 20
John is speaking about the final judgment of all men.

b. The books contained the record of al the wickedness, injustice, and
unrighteousness that had been committed against God and His ser-
vants. All the sinful action of the beast are brought before the throne
of God. It istime for justice the be administered.

4, If only the kingdoms of men would learn from Daniel that they will receive
their just due before an all seeing, al powerful God.

“I beheld then because of the voice of the great wor dswhich the horn spake: |
beheld even till the beast was dain, and his body destroyed, and given to the
burning flame” (7:11).

1 God isaconsuming fire (Hebrews 12:29). Those who are against Him will
be defeated.
2. In Daniel’ svision he seesthe fourth beast, the Roman empire defeated. The

Roman empirewould be completely destroyed by the consuming fire of God.

“ Asconcerningtherest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet
their liveswere prolonged for a season and time” (7:12).

1. The rest of the beasts were the lion (the Babylonian empire), the bear (the
Medo-Persian empire), the leopard (the Grecian empire).

2. Each of the kingdomswere permitted to live until their appointed time. “The
words a time and season (as in 2:21) simply express the idea of a pre-
determined time* (Young, p.154). God has the power to destroy at the time
He desires.
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“I saw in the night visions, and, behold, onelike the Son of man came with the
clouds of heaven, and cameto the Ancient of days, and they brought him near
beforehim. And therewasgiven him dominion, and glory, and aking-dom, that
all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: hisdominion is an ever-
lasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and hiskingdom that which shall
not be destroyed” 7:13,14).

1. In these two verses Danidl describes the third of three visions.

a
b.
C.

d.

The first vision was of the four beasts, world powers (7:1-8).

The second vision was of the Ancient of Days (7:9-12).

In the third vision the “ Son of man” approaches the “ Ancient of
days’ to receive His kingdom.

Premillennialists interpret this vision as Christ coming to the earth,
as His second coming to begin His millennial reign on the earth.
First, these verses do not fulfill or teach the premillennial doctrines
of men!

2. What did Daniel seein hisvision?

a Daniel saw the* Son of man” ascend with the cloudsto the abode of
Heaven, the dwelling place of the “ Ancient of days.”

b. Daniel saw the“ Ancient of days’ givethe* Son of man” akingdom
that was made up of all types of people.

C. Daniel saw the this kingdom would be an everlasting kingdom, one
that would last forever.

d. One can learn from Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in chapter two and
Daniel’s visions that the “ Son of man” would receive, set up, His
kingdom during the period of the fourth world empire, the Roman
empire (2:44; 7:13,14).

3. Who isthe “ Son of man” that Daniel saw in hisvision?

a Daniel saw Jesus, the Son of God! Jesus referred to Himself in the
gospels as the “Son of man” (Matthew 17:9,12; 18:11; Luke
9:22,44,58; John 12:23,34).

b. Jesus also applied the term “ Son of God” to Himself (John 10:36).

4, What can we learn about the kingdom and its establishment?

a Daniel said that the “Son of man” would ascend to Heaven to
receive His kingdom. In the book of Acts, Luke givesthe historical
record of Jesus ascension in the clouds to Heaven (Acts 1:9-11).

b. Mark, in his gospel, said that Jesus “ was received up into heaven,
and sat on theright hand of God” (Mark 16:19).

C. Daniel said the kingdom would be an everlasting kingdom, one that

cannot be destroyed (7:14). Jesus said that His kingdom, the church,
could not be destroyed. The* gates of hell shall not prevail against
it” (Matthew 16:18,19). Paul said that the kingdom, the church,
would be presented to the Lord. The church would transcend into
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Heaven and last forever (Ephesians5:25-27; 1 Thessalonians4:16-
17).

d. For there to be akingdom, there must be aking! Jesusis the king of
His kingdom, the church (Acts 2:32,34; 1 Peter 3:22; 1 Timothy
6:13-16).

e These New Testament verses are evidence that what Daniel saw in
hisvision was fulfilled in Christ and His Church.

1. INTERPRETATION OF DANIEL’SVISION (7:15-28).

A.

“| Daniel wasgrieved in my spirit in the midst of my body, and thevision of my
head troubled me. | came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him
thetruth of all this. So hetold me, and made me know theinter pretation of the
things. These great beasts, which arefour, arefour kings, which shall arise out
of theearth. But thesaintsof themost High shall takethekingdom, and possess
the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever” (7:15-18).

1. The visions brought anguish and distressto Daniel’ s spirit. He was troubled
in his heart because he did not understand the visions.

2. Daniel’ sdesireto fully know theinterpretation of hisvisionswasthedriving
force, the impetus, he needed to ask one of the angels the truth of all that he
had seen. “ One of them that stood by” would have been one of the hosts,
angels that stood before the Ancient of days (7:10).

3. The angel said that the beasts were“four kings.” Thefour kings are synon-
ymous to four kingdoms. In verse 23 the fourth beast is called “the fourth
kingdom.”

4, The crux of the vision is that the “ saints of the most High” will wholly,
completely, receive a kingdom and it will never be destroyed.

a The premillennial doctrines that are taught today are destroyed by
verse 18. The kingdom would last “for ever and ever” not just a
millennial period.

b. Jesustaught that His kingdom, the church, would never be destroyed
(Matthew 16:18).

“Then | would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diver se from all
others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass;
which devoured, brakein pieces, and stamped theresiduewith hisfeet; And of
theten hornsthat werein hishead, and of the other which cameup, and before
whom threeféll; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very
great things, whoselook wasmorestout than hisfellows. | beheld, and the same
horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; Until the Ancient
of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the
time came that the saints possessed the kingdom” (7:19-22).
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Daniel wasvery interested in the fourth beast. Thisbeast is extremely cruel.
Note that Daniel said that it was “ exceeding dreadful.” It was extremely,
extraordinarily terriblein that its“ teeth wereof iron” and “ nails of brass.”

These are symbolic of the kingdom’s strength and power to make war and
cause harm.

Daniel isinterestedinthe* littlehorn” becauseit wasarrogant, haughty, and
uppity in appearance. It “made war with the saints, and prevailed against
them.” The little horn prevailed for atime until the Ancient of days judged
him and his kingdom. The fourth beast and its ruler were weighed in the
balances of God's justice and were found wanting.

The power and sovereignty of God to rulein the kingdoms of men have been
demonstrate again and again in this great book. Theinjustice and the cruelty
of thefourth beast and the little horn against the saints of God were avenged.
God proclaims judgment against the fourth kingdom and itsruler, the“little
horn.”

Godisawaysin charge of the kingdoms of men. They will never destroy His
saints (Psalm 33:18, 19; 37:39,40; 74:12; | saiah 35:4; 49:25; 59:1; John
3:16,17; Romans 1:16; 8:28; Titus 1:2).

“Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon the earth,
which shall bediversefrom all kingdoms, and shall devour thewholeearth, and
shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. And the ten horns out of thisking-
dom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he
shall be diverse from thefirst, and he shall subduethreekings’ (7:23,24).

1.

2.

Asstated earlier inthe chapter, the evidence showsthat thefourth beast isthe
Roman Empire.

The“little horn” will be different from the other kings. He is haughty and
made war against the saints of God (7:8, 21).

“And he shall speak great wordsagainst the most High, and shall wear out the
saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be
given into his hand until time and atimes and the dividing of time” (7:25).

1.

The eleventh king (Little horn) will speak arrogant, blasphemous words
against God. “This would be fulfilled in one who would blaspheme God
directly; or who would be rebellious against his government and authority;
or who would complain of his administration and law; or who would give
utterance to harsh and reproachful words against his real claims’ (Barnes
Notes, p.72).

Thearrogant king “ shall wear out the saintsof themost High.” Hisperiod
of rule will be characterized by open oppression, cruel, overbearing perse-
cution of the true servants of God.
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The arrogant king will try to usurp all powers and authorities by hoping
(“think™) to change*“timesand laws.” Hewanted to have complete control.
In the context of this verse the complete control would be jurisdiction over
all laws and organizations of religion. He would change things as he desired
and institute new laws to advance his own aspiration.

The"“ saintsof themost High...shall begiven into hishand until timeand

timesand dividing of time.” Thelittle horn would have control of the saints

for a specified time. The persecution would not be endless. Christians suf-
fered greatly under many Roman emperors.

a In March, 303 A.D. Diocletian signed an edict stating that Christians
could not hold worship services. All church buildings were to be
destroyed and all copies of Scripture were to be burned. He also
commanded that the leaders of the church were to be imprisoned (F.
W. Mattox, The Eternal Kingdom, p.97).

b. In April, 304, Diocletian issued asecond edict. It “required all people
without exception should sacrifice to idols. Any who refused would
bekilled” (Ibid).

C. Persecution of Christians continued until 311 when Galerius issued

the Edict of Toleration. However, thisdid not stop the persecution of
Christians completely.

d. In 313 A.D. Constantine issued the Edict of Milan. It bestowed
tolerance to al religions in the Roman empire.

“But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, and to
consume and to destroy it unto the end” (7:26).

1
2.

The Ancient of dayswill sit in judgment on the little horn and his kingdom.
The authority, power of the little horn, will be taken away forever.

“And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the
whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey
him” (7:27).

1

2.

The persecution by the little horn and his kingdom of the saints of God was
great. His desire was to destroy, but God had different plans for His saints.

The fourth kingdom was given to “the saints of the most High.” Evil will
not triumph of over God. Thelittle horn thought that he would be victorious
over the church, but man will never overcome, subdue, diminish, or repress
God's plans and be victorious. They may for a period of time believe that
their plans have succeeded, but God's judgment is facing them. In his
commentary on Daniel, Rex Turner Sr. describes the thought of the matter.
“No person, by wildest stretch of the imagination, could have imagined that
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by 313 Christianity would be declared a lawful religion, and that by 324,
Christianity would occupy acertain alliance with the state” (Turner, p.137).

G “Hitherto is the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations much
troubled me, and my countenance changed in me: but | kept the matter in my
heart” (7:28).
1 After receiving thesethree visions Daniel’ s“ cogitations,” histhoughtsthat

he seriously and deeply pondered, troubled him.
2. By the end of the visions Daniel wasweary, but kept the visionsin his heart.

QUESTIONSOVER CHAPTER SEVEN
Who isthe Ancient of Days?
What will happen to the fourth beast in this chapter?
What does the “sea’ represent?
Who was the bear?
Define apocalyptic writing.
What does the fourth beast represent?

Who was the leopard?
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INTRODUCTION:

1.

DANIEL CHAPTER EIGHT

In chapters two and seven, four kingdoms were introduced in dreams and visions.
Nebuchadnezzar saw agreat image of aman made of different materials(2: 1-45). In chapter
seven Daniel saw four beasts (7:1-8).

In chapter eight, two of those kingdoms are seen again in avision by Daniel. The kingdoms
are the Medo-Persian empire and the Grecian empire. In this chapter one will see the
ungodly triumph for atime, but one will also seethat God isin the control of the kingdoms
of men and He will be victorious. This chapter, as well as, the whole book of Daniel, will
help God' s servants remain faithful in the face of evil.

VISION OF THE RAM (8:1-4).

A. “In the third year of thereign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me,
even unto me Danidl, after that which appeared unto me at first. And | saw in
avision; and it cameto pass, when | saw, that | was at Shushan in the palace,
which isin the province of Elam; and | saw avision, and | was by theriver of
Ulai” (8:1,2).

1

2.
3.

Chapters 2:4-7:28 were written in the Aramaic language. From chapter 8 to
the end of the book, it iswritten in Hebrew.

It istwo years from Daniel’ s visions in chapter seven (7:1).

There are different ideas as to Daniel’s actual location. The more recent
commentators believethat Daniel wasin Shushan by visiononly. Theearlier
commentators believed the Daniel wasin Shushan in person. Rex Turner Sr.
makes a reasonable argument for Daniel’ s actual presence in Shushan. He
believes that Daniel was stationed there by Nabonidus, the father of
Belshazzar. Thiswould explain why Daniel was not known to Belshazzar in
Babylon (5:11-12). “The prevailing circumstances certainly indicate that, at
sometimefollowing the death of Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel had been removed
from any high position in the court of Babylon” (Turner, p. 147).

Daniel is one of the Old Testament books that modernists try to destroy.
They do this because of the accurate prophecies in this great book. They
teach that someone other than Daniel wrote at least part of the book. One
must beimpressed by theway Daniel, through inspiration, documentsthat he
is the one seeing the visions (7:1; 8:1). God established that Daniel wrote
thisbook thousands of yearsbefore these pseudo-intellectualswereeven able
to tie their shoes.

The visions appeared to Daniel while he was in “ Shushan in the palace,
which isin the province of Elam.”

64



a Shushan (Susa) was“acity of the Babylonians probably named from
thelilies that grow in the region in large numbers. It was famousin
Biblical history asoneof the capitals of the Persian empire (Neh. 1:1;
Esth.1:2) .It waslocated inthefertilevalley onthe bank the Choaspes
River called Ulai” (Merrill C. Tenney, Pictorial Bible Dictionary, p.
791).

b. The climate at Shushan was pleasant during the winter, but temp-
eratures could reach in excess of 130 degreesin summer.

“Then | lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood beforetheriver
aram which had two horns: and the two hornswere high; but one was higher
than the other, and the higher came up last. | saw the ram pushing westward,
and northward, and southward; so that no beast might stand before him,
neither wasthere any that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according
to hiswill, and became great” (8:3,4).

1.

In this vision Daniel is given more insight into the second kingdom in
Nebuchadnezzar’ sdream of chapter two and hisvision of chapter seven. The
ram represents the Medo-Persian empire (8:20).

Theramissymbolic of the powersof government. Inthebook of Ezekiel, the
ram is asymbol of the princes of the earth (Ezekiel 39:17-18). The mighty
and the princes are spoken of as rams, goats, and bullocks.

Daniel saw two horns protruding from the ram, but one was larger than the
other. The horns symbolized two peoples: the Medes and the Persians. The
larger horn wasthe Persians under Cyrus. We can see the providence of God
prevailing in Cyrus' rise to power. Isaiah spoke of it two hundred years
earlier (1saiah 44:24-45:3).

The ram is very powerful asit moves to acquire other nations. The empire
expandsits bordersto the west, the north, and the south. No nationisableto
stand before it.

1. VISION OF THE HE GOAT (8:5-8).

A.

“And as| was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face
of thewholeearth, and touched not theground: and thegoat had anotablehorn
between hiseyes. And hecameto theram that had two horns, which | had seen
standing before theriver, and ran unto him in the fury of hispower” (8:5,6).

1.

Daniel seestheriseof Alexander the Great and the Grecian empire. The goat
is symbolic of Greece and the horn is symbolic of Alexander the Great.
(8:21).

Cyrus was king of the Medes and Persians from 559-530 B.C. Alexander
began hisreign of the Greeksin 336 B.C. Thereis about 197 years between
Cyrus and Alexander.
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3. The he goat came from the west “and touched not the ground.” This
describes symbolically the swift advancement of Alexander and his army.

4, The he goat, the Grecian empire, ran unto the ram, the empire of the Medes
and Persians to defeat them with all speed. Daniel saw this by the power of
God. The prophecies in Daniel are evidences that bear witness of the in-
spiration of the Bible (2 Peter 1:20,21).

B. “And | saw him comecloseuntotheram, and hewasmoved with choler against

him, and smote the ram, and brake histwo horns: and there was no power in
theram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped
upon him: and therewasnonethat could deliver theram out of hishand” (8:7).

1. Alexander the Great conquered the world at an very young age. He was 33
yearsold. The powerful kingdom of the Medes and Persians could not stand
before such a great army. No one could deliver them out of the hand of
Alexander.

2. Thereisanother great lesson to belearned from the exploits of the great king
of the Greeks. One can conquer the world, but it does not mean a thing at
death. Alexander wasagreat warrior and king, but hedied at 33 yearsof age.
The most important thing any man can do is conquer sin by obedience to
God. Truly this is the greatest of all victories, one that has eternal
consequences (Ecclesiastes 12:13,14; Hebrews 9:27).

C. “Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great
horn was broken; and for it came up four notable onestoward the four winds
of heaven” (8:8).

1 When Alexander became strong, he conquered most of the world and at the
age of 33 he died. The breaking of the great horn is symbolic of his death.
2. When Alexander died, hisempire was divided up between hisfour generals.

Daniel called them the “four notable ones.” This did not take place im-
mediately. There was a period of about 22 years before the kingdom was
divided.
a Macedonia was given to Cassander.
b. AsiaMinor and Thrace was given to Lysimachus.
C. Syriawas given to Seluecus.
d. Egypt was given to Ptolemy.

3. “Thefour kingdomswell correspond to the four points of the compass. Thus,
the vast empire founded by Alexander, was dispersed to the four winds’
(Young. p. 169,170).

THELITTLE HORN (8:9-14).
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“ And out of one of them cameforth alittle horn, which waxed exceeding great,
toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land” (8:9).

1.

After aperiod of time*“alittlehorn” comesfromoneof the“ notableones.”
Most agreethat thelittle horn isareferenceto Antiochus Epiphanes. Hewas
a successor of Seluecus.

One must not get the “little horn” in chapter 8 mixed up with the “Little
horn” of chapter 7. The “little horn” in chapter 7 comes from the Roman
empire and subdues three kings (7:24,25).

The“little horn” grew “ exceedingly great.” His power spread toward the
south, toward the east, and toward “ pleasant land.” The pleasant, or glor-
ious, land would be Jerusalem and the land of Palestine.

“And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the
host and of the starsto the ground, and stamped upon them. Yea, he magnified
himself even to prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken
away, and the place of hissanctuary was cast down. And an host wasgiven him
against thedaily sacrificeby reason transgression, and it cast down thetruth to
the ground; and it practised, and prospered” (8:10-12).

1.

2.

Antiochus Epiphanes was a very wicked man. He “ cast down some of the
host.”

The“host” werethe Israglites who lived during the time of Antiochus Epi-
phanies. Thereferenceto God’ s people asthe host of Heaven isseenin other
Old Testament passages (Genesis 22:15-18; 37:9,10; Deuteronomy 1:10).
Antiochus stopped the Jews from worshipping God by stopping the “ daily
sacrifice.” Josephus, in hiswriting of the “Antiquities of the Jews,” docu-
mentsthe eventsthat Daniel saw in hisvision. “He (Antiochus) also emptied
it (the temple) of itstreasures, and left nothing at all remaining; and by this
means cast the Jewsinto great lamentation, for heforbadethemto offer those
daily sacrifices which they used to offer to God according to the law. And
when he had pillaged the whole city, some of the inhabitants he slew, and
some he carried captive, together with their wives and children, so that the
multitude of those captives that were taken alive amounted to about ten
thousand...And when the king had built anidol altar, he slew swine upon it,
and so offered a sacrifice neither according to the law, nor the Jewish
religious worship in that country. He also compelled them to forsake the
worship which they paid their own God, and to adore those whom hetook to
be gods; and made them build temples, and raiseidol atars, in every city and
village, and offer swine upon them every day” (Josephus, Antiquities of the
Jews, Book XII, p. 257).

Thelittle horn, Antiochus Epiphanes, “ M agnified himself to the prince of
the host.” There is some question as to the identity of the “prince of the
host.” Some commentators believe the prince to be God. Rex Turner Sr., in

67



his commentary on Daniel, makes the argument that the prince of host was
the high priest. From the evidence of thetext the high priest isthe reasonable
interpretation of the text. “ Now, no mere man could take that continual burnt
offering away from God, or the Lord; but Antiochus IV Epiphanes did take
away the continual burnt offering from the high priest, who was the repre-
sentative of Jehovah” (Turner, p. 161).

The question could be asked, why did God allow thisto happen to the Jews?
It was because of sin. “And an host was given him against the daily
sacrifice by reason of transgression.” Multitudes were given to the little
horn, aswell asthe daily sacrifices because of sin. The truth that was cast to
the ground was the true worship of God.

“Then | heard onesaint speaking, and another saint said untothat certain saint
which spake, How long shall bethevision concer ningthedaily sacrifice, and the
transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to betrod-
den under foot” (8:13).

1.

In this verse a “saint,” an angel, asks a question as to the length of
Antiochus' corruption of thetemple. How long will it be before true worship
of God is restored?

The“transgression of desolation” aretheactsof transgressionthat thelittle
horn, Antiochus Epiphanes, set against the temple and the people of God.

“And he said unto me, unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall
the sanctuary be cleansed” (8:14).

1.

2.

The saint asked the question to another saint, or holy one, but the answer is

given to Danidl.

There is much thought on the “two thousand and three hundred days.”

Should it be taken literaly or figuratively? If it is literal than the period

would be alittle over six years (6.38 years). Antiochus was king from about

171 B.C. to 165 B.C. Thiswould fit into the time by rounding off numbers.

a The American Standard Version trandates “days’ as “evening and
mornings.” Inthefirst book of the Bible, Genesis, evening and morn-
ing stand for aliteral 24 hour day.

b. Some teach that the “evening and morning” stand for the two sac-
rifices offered at the temple each day; thus the two thousand and
three hundred evening and morningswere sacrifices. Thismeansthat
the number would be divided to have a three year period.

C. Josephus, writing about Daniel and Antiochus Epiphanessaid, “And
that from among them there should arise a certain king that should
overcome our nation and their laws, and should take away our
political government, and should spoil the temple, forbid the sac-
rificesto be offered for athree years' time. And indeed it so came to
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pass, that our nation suffered these things under Antiochus
Epiphanes, according to Daniel’s vision, that he wrote many years
before they came to pass’ (Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, Book
X, p. 227).

d. Jm McGuiggan, in hisbook on Daniel, takes the stand that the two

thousand and three hundred days arefigurative. “ That the 2300 days
are symbolic and fall short of ‘7 years'. The evil king is viewed as
persecuting the people, subverting their worship and blaspheming
their God. His power however fals short of completeness’ (Jim
McGuiggan, Danidl, p. 134).

e The two thousand and three hundred days, should they be taken

literally? Do they stand for the six years that Antiochus Epiphanes
was king, or the three years he stopped the true worship of God. Or
isit to be taken figuratively? There is one thing that we know, that
what Daniel saw in hisvision cametrue, and God isin control of the
kingdoms of men.

V. INTERPRETATION OF THE VISIONS (8:15-27).

A.

“And it cameto pass, when |, even | Daniel, had seen thevision, and sought for
the meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as the appear ance of a man.
And | heard a man’s voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said,
Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision. So he came near where |
stood: and when he came, | wasafraid, and fell upon my face: but he said unto
me. Under stand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision”
(8:15-17).

1.

While Daniel wasthinking about thevision, hehearsavoice, “aman’ svoice

between the banks of Ulai.” It was a man’s voice, but it was a voice

speaking with power, strength, and authority.

Gabriel isan angel who standsin the presence of God (L uke 1:19). Gabriel

is mentioned four times in the Scriptures. Here in giving Daniel the inter-

pretation of hisvisions, and again to Daniel in chapter 9 (9:20-27). Healso

appeared to Zachariasto announce the birth of John (L uke 1:11-20). Gabriel

was the one to announce the birth of Jesusto Mary (L uke 1:26-38).

a From the remote information about Gabriel standing in the presence
of God (Luke 1:19), it would be reasonable to assume that the voice
Daniel heard was that of God.

b. It is believed that Gabriel is an archangel, but his position is not
mentioned in the Bible.

When Gabriel came near, Daniel wasfearful and fell on hisface. Thiswould

be avery normal reaction of anyone who had just seen the visions and heard

the voice coming from the banks of the river Ulai.
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4, Gabriel saidthat it wasavision of the“time of theend.” Hewas not talking
about the end of time, but he was answering the question that was put forth
inverse 13. Gabriel was not announcing the end of the world, but the end of
the wickedness of Antiochus. Those who specialize in end time prophecies
try to make this verse apply to the end of the world. The only way they are
able to do that is to twist the Scriptures. Peter said that if one twists the
Scriptures he does it to his own destruction (2 Peter 3:15,16).

“Now as he was speaking with me, | wasin a deep sleep on my facetoward the
ground: but he touched me, and set me upright. And he said, Behold, | will
makethee know what shall bein thelast end of theindignation: for at thetime
appointed the end shall be” (8:18,19).

1 Inverse 17 Daniel said hefell on hisface. While on the ground, hewasin a
“deep sleep.” Daniel was temporarily deprived of consciousness. Gabriel
touched him and Daniel was “ set upright.”

2. The“last end of theindignation” indicates an end to the evil of Antiochus.

“The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and
Persia. And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is
between hiseyesisthefirst king. Now that being broken, whereasfour stood up
for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his power”
(8:20-22).

1. The interpretation identifies the kings of the Medo-Persian empire.
2. The goat stands for Greece and the great horn is Alexander the Great, their

first king.

3. The vision sees the breaking of the Grecian empire into four kingdoms, but
they never have the power as with Alexander.

4, The power of God in knowing the future of man is seen in this great book.

The study of Daniel will build on the faith of those who trust in God

“Andinthelatter timeof their kingdom, when thetransgressor sarecometothe
full, akingof fier cecountenance, and under standing dar k sentences, shall stand
up. And his power shall be mighty but not by his own power: and he shall
destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the
mighty and the holy people. And through his policy also he shall cause craft to
prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace
shall destroy many: heshall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he
shall be broken without hand” (8:23-25).

1. “Inthelatter timeof their kingdom,” thekingdom of thefour horns, aking
shall arise from one of the divisions of the Grecian empire. Antiochus 1V
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Epiphanes camethrough the Seleucid dynasty. Hewasthe eighth ruler in the

Seleucid dynasty.

a As we have seen from our study of Antiochus Epiphanes, he was a
very evil man. He had a pig sacrificed on the altar in Jerusalem and
tried to destroy as many Old Testament books as possible. Antiochus
also commanded that the Jews must stop practicing circumcision.

b. Antiochus was aruler in the Seleucid dynasty from 175-163 B.C.

2. Antiochus was a king who understood “ dark sentences.” It ispossible that
the dark sentences were areference to omens and incantations. It may mean
that Antiochuswas deceptive and devious. He was avery cunning man, one
who could be deceptive and superstitious. Antiochus was aman who would
get hisway by using whatever he needed to accomplish thetask. If terror and
deceit was necessary, he knew how to get the job done.

3. Antiochus was a powerful individual, “but not by his own power.”
Nebuchadnezzar was more powerful than Antiochus 1V, but he learned that
his power did not come by hisown strength and ability (4:19-32). Antiochus
was powerful, but it was God who gave him the power. God used him as an
instrument to punish the Jews for their sins.

4, Antiochus laid waste to Jerusalem. He was able to form plans of destruction
and carry them out even against “ holy people.”
5. The little horn will even “stand up against the Prince of princes.”

Antiochus stood up against the high priest (ver se 11). In standing up against
the high priest hewas going against God, the Onewho control sthe kingdoms
of men. Antiochus came up against God and His true system of worship. It
isby God's power and not human hands that Antiochus will be removed.

“And thevision of the evening and the morning which wastold istrue: where-
fore shut thou up thevision; for it shall be for many days’ (8:26).

1. Daniel received this vision while a servant to king Belshazzar in Babylon
(8:1). The vision was to be made secure, safe, preserved for the future.
2. Daniel saw these visions. They must be kept safe so generations to come

would be able to stand under the trials that Daniel saw in the visions.

“And | Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward | rose up, and did
theking sbusiness; and | wasastonished at thevision, but noneunder stood it”
(8:27).

1 After receiving the vision Daniel was“sick.” He was overcome by all that
he had seen. Daniel saw the people of God suffering and the true worship
perverted. Thisled to his strength leaving him for a period of time.

2. The things that Daniel saw of future events he did not fully understand. It
would be hard to understand looking from Daniel’s point of view. It is hard
to understand looking back in history after the events have taken place.
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10.

QUESTIONSOVER CHAPTER EIGHT

Daniel was living in what kingdom when he received the visions?

Who was the “little horn” in this chapter?

Did the he goat literally not touch the ground? Explain.

What was the * pleasant land?’

Who was the Ram?

Who was the he goat?

In what way do modernists try to destroy the propheciesin Daniel?

Isit truethat the climate in Shushan was pleasant during summer months? Y ESor No Why?
Who was the “notable horn” of the he goat?

What did Josephus say about Antiochus Epiphanes?
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INTRODUCTION:

1.

DANIEL CHAPTER NINE

This chapter is a battleground for modernists and premillennialists. Modernists try to deny
thepropheciesinit and premillennialiststwist it in every directionto validatetheir teaching.
During this study both doctrines will be refuted!

From Jeremiah’ s prophecies Daniel understands that the seventy year period of captivity is
coming to anend. In this chapter we will study a passionate prayer of one of the great
servants of God, Daniel. As seenin chapter six Daniel was a praying man.

In this chapter we will see the ultimate destiny of the Jews and the temple in Jerusalem.

In this chapter Daniel istold that the Messiah is coming to make reconciliation for sin.

DANIEL UNDERSTANDS THE PROPHECIES OF JEREMIAH (9:1,2).

A. “Inthefirst year of Dariustheson of Ahasuerusof the seed of the M edes, which
was made king over therealm of the Chaldeans’ (9:1).

1.

In this chapter we are introduced to “ Dariusthe son of Ahasuerus.” There
has been some question asto theidentity of the Dariusin Chapter nine. Some
teach that the Dariusin chapter nineisthe same asthe Dariusin chapter five,
while others believe that there are at least two different men named Darius,
there could even be three different men named Darius. “In turn John C.
Whitcomb Jr in his book entitled Darius the Mede, has shown quite con-
clusively that the Darius of Daniel 5:31 was Ugbaru, the governor of Gutium
who, under Cyrus the Persian, entered Babylon on the 16™ day of Tishri
(October 12) 539 BC, and was dain in battle on the 11th of Arahshamnu
(November 6) of the same year; whereas, the Darius of Daniel 6:1 was
Gubaru,. after thefall of Babylon under Ugbaru, the governor of Babylon by
the same conquering Cyrus’ (Rex Turner Sr. p.297,298). Normally, those
who have studied Daniel believe the Darius of Chapter six and Chapter nine
is the same person. “But there was a third Darius who figured prominently
inthe history of the Medesand Persians’ (Turner, p.298). A few believethat
this third Darius was the one in chapter nine of Daniel.

The evidence shows that there were at least two men called Darius. In
chapter five was “Darius the Median” (5:31) and in chapter nine was
“Darius the son of Ahasuerus’ (9:1). A study of the history of the leaders
of the empire of the Medes and Persians would be very interesting, but we
should not let that keep us from the lessons that are put forth in this great
book. In this chapter Daniel sees the end of the Law of Moses and the
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beginning of the reign of the Messiah. We should not let a discussion of
Darius cause us to lose the main focus of the chapter.

Daniel said that Darius was made king over the Chaldeans. Dariuswas most
likely made king by Cyrus. This would make Darius a deputy to him.

B. “In thefirst year of hisreign | Daniel under stood by books the number of the
years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he
would accomplish seventy yearsin the desolations of Jerusalem” (9:2).

1.

Peter in his second book said, “ Knowing this first, that no prophecy of
scriptureisof any privateinter pretation. For the prophecy camenot on
old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Peter 1:20,21). Daniel said that Jeremiah
was a*“ prophet” of God.

a A prophet was “one who speaks forth or openly, a proclaimer of a
divine message” (Vines).
b. A prophet is “one who is a spokesman for God (Zondervan,

Pictorial Bible Dictionary, p.685).
In this verse we can see that Daniel was areader of hisBible. He knew that
the Jews would be in captivity “ seventy years’ because he read Jeremiah.
Jeremiah received a message from God in the fourth year of Jehoiakim that
the Jawswould bein captivity seventy years (Jeremiah 25:1-13). Thiswas
the first year of Nebuchadnezzar as king of Babylon (Daniel 1:1).

. DANIEL’SPRAYER (9:3-19).

A. “And | set my faceuntotheLord God, to seek by prayer and supplication, with
fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes’ (9:3).

1.

2.

In studying about Daniel we can see that he was a man of prayer. In chapter
six hewaswilling to be cast intothelions' den before hewould stop praying.
Daniel set his“faceuntothelLord God.” Helooked to the One who had all
power, strength and might (2 Chronicles 16:9; 20:6; Psalm 21:13; 115:3;
| saiah 26:4; Jeremiah 32:17,27; Danidl 2:20; 3:17; 4:35; 6:27; Matthew
22:29; Romans 4:21). Daniel faced many hardships during his life, but he
was never alone. God was awaysthere, and Daniel understood the power of
prayer.

Daniel looked to God, “to seek by prayer and supplication.” He was
seeking blessingsfrom God. “ Thewords* prayer and supplication,” whichare
often found united; would seem to denote earnest prayer, or prayer when
mercy wasimplored the notion of mercy or favour implored entering into the
meaning of the Hebrew word rendered supplication” (Albert Barnes, Barnes
Notes, p. 128).
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4, Daniel prayed “with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes.” This prayer was
of extreme significance. So Daniel prepared himself for intense prayer to

God.
a “Fasting” is“voluntary abstinence from food” (Vines).
b. “Sackcloth” was a coarse cloth made of hair. Those who wore it

were usually in mourning. It was an outward sign of humility.

C. “Ashes’ were cast on the head at atime of sorrow.

d. All of this was done so the outward appearance would be a true
representation of the heart.

“And | prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my confession, and said, O
Lord, thegreat and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy tothem that
love him, and to them that keep hiscommandments;” (9:4).

1 Daniel had been a servant to the kings of Babylon and the empire of the
Medes and Persians for about the length of time that Jeremiah spoke about
in the “ desolations of Jerusalem,” seventy years (9:2).

2. Seeing the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, Daniel praysto God knowing
that He will keep His covenant and will show mercy to those who love Him.
God isfaithful to keep His Word, but there is one stipulation that He always
requires, the keeping of His commandments! “God is faithful to remember
His promises made towards His chosen ones. Loving kindness: By keeping
the covenant; God manifests loving kindness to those who love Him. This
love to God is exhibited by the keeping of His commandments” (Edward
Young, p. 185).

“We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and
have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments.”
(9:5).

1 It was sin that put the Israelites in Babylon. |saiah spoke of the peoples’ sin
about two hundred years before the desolations of Jerusalem (I saiah 5:18-
19; 30:8-13; 59:3-19). Jeremiah spoke of their sin (Jeremiah 2: 11-13; 6:16;
8:18-20; 9:1-3).

2. The people were wicked and rebellious. They turned from the precepts and
judgments of God. Rebellion and wickedness did not end with the Israelites.
There is more than enough today to go around.

It isrebellion to teach and practice evolution.

It isrebellion to use mechanical instrumental music in worship.

It is wickedness to compromise on God's marriage law.

Today there are assaults on the Bible, the church, and the eldership.

There are compromises on baptism.

Morality is on the decline.

A Socia Gospdl is heard from many pulpits.

@rpo0ow
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h. There are challenges to woman’s God-given role in the church.

Liberalismis evidenced in many churches.

J There are many Christians who desire to be like the “religious
people” around them.

“Neither havewehear kened untothy servantsthe prophets, which spakein thy
name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the
land” (9:6).

1.

The people could not say that they were not warned from God’ s prophets.

a God sent Jeremiah to warn them (Jeremiah 1:4-8)

b. God sent Isaiah to give the people His message (I saiah 6:1-11).

C. Hoseawarned Israel (Hosea 4:1-6).

d Micaiah spoke the Words of the Lord to the king of Israel and
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah (1 Kings 22:14).

e Elijah spoke to Ahab and the people (1 Kings 18:17-21).

God has messengers today proclaiming His Words. (Mark 16:15,16).

a The message has soul saving power (Romans 1:16,17).

b. To most of the world the message is foolishness (1 Corinthians
1:18-23).

C. Christiansmust continuein the messagethat is preached (Colossians
1:23).

d. Asin Daniel’s prayer for the Jews, most people will not “ hearken”
to God'’ s preachers.

“O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of face, as
at thisday; to themen of Judah, and to theinhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto
all Isradl, that are near, and that arefar off, through all the countries whither
thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed
against thee. O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our
princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee” (9:7,8).

1.

The Israelites had been taken into Babylonian captivity because of sin.
Daniel declares God' s righteous and just judgment in punishing His people.
The “confusion of face” or shame of face belongsto the I sraelites because
of “their trespassthat they have trespassed against thee.”

Theshameof faceisfor al thelsradlites, starting with their kings. It may not
be impossible, but it is very improbable that people will surpass their lead-
ership. If the leaders are wicked, sinful, corrupt, immoral, foolish and un-
righteous most of the nation will follow. It has been said, “that people get the
government they deserve.” Thisis alesson that needs to be learned by the
people of our nation (Psalm 33:12; 43:1; Proverbs 14:34).
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F.

3. “The men of Judah” is used as a synecdoche, which is a figure of speech
where a part is used for a whole. The tribe of Judah stands for all the
|sraelites. The whole nation is guilty of sin.

4, Jerusalem was the seat of true worship under the Law of Moses. Thetemple
was located within its walls, but the city was given over to sin.

“TotheLord our God belong merciesand for giveness, though we haverebelled
against him; Neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, towalk in
hislaws, which he set before us by his servantsthe prophets. (9:9,10).

1 Inverse 7 Daniel said that righteousness belongsto God. Inthisverse Daniel
adds mercy and forgiveness as attributes belonging to God.

2. Thelsraeliteshad been rebel lious against God and His servantsthe prophets;
therefore they were in need of mercy and forgiveness of sin.

“Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might
not obey thy voice; therefore the curseis poured upon us, and the oath that is
written in thelaw of M osesthe servant of God, because we have sinned against
him. And he hath confirmed hiswords, which he spake against us, and against
our judgesthat judged us, by bring upon usagreat evil: for under the whole
heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem” (9:11,12).

1. The Israelites had not obeyed the message from the prophets, which was
God’ smessage. Because they refused to be faithful to God, “ the curse” and
“the Oath that was written in the law of Moses’ is come upon them (Deu-
teronomy 28:15-21,47,49; 29:16-21).

2. Theresultsof sinisgreat! Thelsraelitesrefused to humblethemselvesbefore
God and keep HisWord. Therefore all the people suffered: the king, priests,
every person. Jerusalem, the city where the Temple of God was |ocated, has
becomeaparadigmfor all to seeand learn about the consequenceof sin. This
isthe lesson that needs to be realized today. Thosein sin will pay the price,
the repercussion of rebellion against God (Romans 2:6; Galatians 6:7,8).

“Asitiswritten in thelaw of Moses, all thisevil iscome upon us. yet made we
not our prayer beforetheL ord our God, that wemight turn from our iniquities,
and under stand thy truth” (9:13).

1. Daniel understands that the Israelites were suffering because they keep not
the law of Moses. They had become alawless people. Their actionsrequired
the chastisement of God (Deuteronomy 8:5; Proverbs3:11; Hebrews12:5-
9).

2. They had cast away the Word of God, thus showing contempt for God. Isaiah
spoke of the wickedness of the people and the judgment of God upon the
rebelliousnation. They would not go unpunished (I saiah 1:2-4; 16-20; 5:18-
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30). Yet, Daniel perceives God’ slovefor His people. If the Israglites repent
of their iniquities, God will remove the rebuke.

“Thereforehath theL ord watched upon theevil, and brought it upon us: for the
Lord our God isrighteousin all hisworkswhich he doeth: for we obeyed not
hisvoice” (9:14).

1.

The Lord knew the progress of the nation’s sins. The word “ watched” asit
is used in this verse means “that the Lord had not been inattentive to the
progress of things’ (Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes, p. 133). All people need
to learn that God is not afar off. One cannot hide from His eyes. He is
omniscient and will one day show that the conduct of man hasbeen carefully
observed throughout time (Psalm 139:1-12; 1 Samuel 2:3; 16:7; 2
Chronicles 16:9; Jeremiah 23:23,24).

“For theLord our God isrighteousin all hisworks.” Thisisastate-ment
of afaithful servant of God. The Israelites had been in captivity for seventy
yearsand suffered at the hands of non-believers, yet Daniel sayswedeserved
the punishment. “ For we obeyed not hisvoice.” God isjust and Hisworks
are righteous. When man suffersfor hissins, only the truly contrite, humble
man would say, “| deserved it.”

“And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy peopleforth out of theland
of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; we
have sinned, we have done wickedly” (9:15).

1.

We live in an age when no one wants to take responsibility or be held
accountable for his actions. The murderer blames his actions on his victim.
The thief blames his parents, and even some blame God. There is nothing
new in people trying to shift the blame for their actions on someone else. In
the beginning Adamtried to blame hissin on Eveand God (Genesis 3:8-12).
Daniel looks to an event in history that shows the mercy and the power of
God, theexodus of thel sraglitesfrom Egyptian captivity. Daniel reasonsthat
God had delivered His people from Egypt. Heis able the deliver them from
Babylonian captivity.

Because of the deliverance of the Israglites from Egypt God has made
Himself aname. Daniel isasking God to do it again.

Daniel also remembers what put them in Babylonian captivity, sin. The
nation had been wicked, turning from God and serving idols (I saiah 1:4-15;
Jeremiah 2:13; 6:15,16).

“O Lord, accordingto all thy righteousness, | beseech thee, let thineanger and
thy fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because
for our sins, and for theiniquitiesof our fathers, Jerusalem and thy peopleare
become areproach to all that are about us’ (9:16).
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1 Daniel appealstothe“righteousness’ of God. Righteousnessisan attribute
of God. It originatesin Him and isacharacteristic that describesGod. “ It was
formerly spelled ‘rightwiseness’ which clearly expresses the meaning”
(Vines).

2. The sins of the people were monumental. Because of their sins, Jerusalem
and the mountain on which the Temple of God once stood had become a
reproach.

3. The city had received the“ anger” and “ fury” of God. We can seethewrath
and indignation of God for sin by the destruction of the city.

4, The prayer is alamentable confession of remorse.

“Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his suppli-
cations, and cause thy faceto shine upon thy sanctuary that isdesolate, for the
Lord’'ssake’ (9:17).

1 Itisacry for mercy from God for the people and the city where the Temple
once stood.
2. The sins of the people caused God to turn His face from them (Isaiah

59:1,2). Inthe book of Ezekiel one can see the departure of the glory of God
from the Temple (Ezekiel 10:1-11:25). When God'’s people sin, they lose
fellowshipwith Him, asitisseeninlsaiah and Ezekiel . Daniel now asks God
to show mercy and look upon sanctuary that had been destroyed.

3. “For the Lord’s sake” is very difficult to understand. Perhaps it points to
the fact that the glory of God would be displayed in the rebuilding of
Jerusalem and the return of the people.

4, The glorification of God should be the motivein all our prayers and way of
life.

“O my God, inclinethine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our deso-
lations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our
supplications before thee for our righteousness, but for thy great merices’
(9:18).

1. Thelanguage of thisverse and thisgreat prayer isone, pleading deeply from
a heart that is totally dependent on God. If the Israelites had the heart and
attitude of Daniel they would not have been taken into Babylonian captivity.

2. The pleaisfor God to “incline” His ear and hear; “ open” Hiseyesand see
the devastation. First, God knows everything (Jeremiah 23:23; Psalm
139:3-10). But as stated above, God had turned His eyes from Jews and
stopped hearing them because of sin (Isaiah 59:1,2). God is a Spirit (John
4:24) and thelanguagein thisverseisfigurative. One should not get theidea

79



N.

that God has ears and eyes as man. The sameistrue today God will not hear
the prayers of thosein sin (1 Peter 3:12; Proverb 15:8).

“And thecity which iscalled by thy name.” Thecity isJerusalem. Itisthe
city of Jehovah, wheretrueworship wasofferedto God (Psalm 48:1-3; 87:1-
3).

Daniel is drawing aline of triumph from God’s city to His people. He is
pleading for God to show forgivenesstoward His peopl e, not because of their
righteousness, “but because of His great mercies.”

“O Lord, hear; O lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine
own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy peoplearecalled by thy name” (9:19).

1.

2.

In this prayer we see a picture of ahumble, faithful, meek, dedicated servant
of God (1 Peter 5:6,7; Matthew 23:12).

Thelanguage of thisverseisof intense, earnest pleading that God would hear
his prayer and forgive the sins of the people. O, if this preacher could have
men like Daniel praying for him (James 5:16)!

IIl.  GABRIEL AND THE REVELATION OF THE SEVENTY WEEKS (9:20-27).

A.

“And whiles| was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of
my people lsrael, and presenting my supplication beforethe Lord my God for
the holy mountain of my God; Yea, whiles | was speaking in prayer, even the
man Gabriel, whom | had seeninthevision at thebeginning, being caused tofly
swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation” (9:20,21).

1

N

While Daniel was still praying, God sent Gabriel on hisway to Daniel with
amessage. Daniel recognized Gabriel from the vision he had interpreted of
the he goat and the little horn (8:15-19).

Gabriel isan angel, but he appeared to Daniel as aman.

Gabriel was caused “to fly swiftly.” In the Hebrew the phrase “to fly
swiftly” is difficult to translate. It could mean to fly with weariness. “ That
Gabriel had borne the message swiftly to him, and appeared before him as
one who iswearied with arapid course” (Albert Barnes, p. 136,137).

The angel touched Daniel to get his attention. Daniel had his mind set in
prayer to God. It was the time of the “ evening oblation.” Daniel had been
away from Jerusalem for 70 years and the evening oblation (evening
sacrifice) had been stopped for that period of time. Yet he still “ continued in
the spirit of the observance by means of confession, prayer, and
contemplation” (Rex Turner Sr. p. 315). The evening sacrifice was at the
ninth hour of the day, or about three in the afternoon.

“ And heinformed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, | am now come
forth togivetheeskill and under standing. At thebeginning of thy supplications
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thecommandment cameforth, and | am cometo shew thee; for thou art greatly
beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider thevision” (9:22,23).

1

Gabriel came from the very presence of God to give Daniel amessage. The
message would make Daniel skillful and wise so he could understand the
events that would occur in the future.

When Daniel began praying, God commanded Gabriel to go and inform
Daniel of future circumstances. Whatever the distance is between Heaven
and Daniel on earth in prayer, Gabriel covered it during the time of the
prayer.

“For thou art greatly beloved.” There can be no greater statement to any
man than to be told by a messenger from God that you are greatly loved.
Neither should we be surprised by the statement. Daniel’s life was one of
great devotion to God. He suffered many thingsin hislife. Yet Daniel never
faltered, wavered, or vacillated in hislove and trust in God.

Because of Danid’s faithfulness, God gave to him the message of man's
redemption through the Messiah.

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to
finish thetransgression, and to makean end of sins, and to makereconciliation
for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up thevision
and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy” (9:24).

1.

We are entering a section of Scripture (9:24-27) that has been twisted in
every direction to prove different doctrines of men. Aswe study thisportion
of Scripture, we do so with much prayer and humility. All Scripture should
be studied with much prayer and humility so we do not distort the Scriptures
to our own destruction (2 Peter 3:15, 16; Deuteronomy 4:2; Revelation

22:18,19). The true Bible student must be honest in his exegesis of God's

Word.

There are varied interpretations of the “ seventy weeks.”

a Thereistheliteral view that the seventy weekswereliterally seventy
weeks. However, thispart of Daniel waswrittenin apocalyptic style.
Thisiswhere the writer uses symbols and figuresto get the message
across. Thekey to proper interpretation of Apocalypticwriting isthat
asign or symbol cannot represent itself. This would rule out taking
theliteral view.

b. Sometaketheview that the seventy weeks stand for 490 years. Those
who teach thisview believe that in seventy weeksthere are 490 days
and each day is symbolic of ayear. In the context of the chapter it
would be reasonable to conclude that the seventy weeks were 490
days with each day a year. Daniel had been thinking about the
seventy years of desolation that Jeremiah spoke about in his
prophecies(9:2). Theword “weeks’ literally means* sevens.” While
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Daniel was thinking about the seventy years, Gabriel came with a
message about seventy sevens. If you multiply 7x70, you have 490.
The problem with this view iswhere to start the counting of the 490
years.

Q) It is suggested by some that the time should start with the
decree of Cyrus (538 B.C.) to rebuild the Temple (Ezra 1:1-
11). Thisdoes not fit the chronology of thelife of Christ. This
view would havethe end of the seventy weeksbetween 55/48
B.C.

(2 Some start the seventy weeksin 520 B.C. with Darius’ decree
to complete the Temple (Ezra 6:1-12). This has the time
closer to the events in Christ’s life, but it falls short. The
events would end between 30/23 B.C.

3 Others propose that the time should start in 457 B.C. with
Artaxerxes letter to Ezra to take what he needed for the
service of the “house of God” (Ezra 7:11-28). This would
have the time period ending about 28/30 A.D. The teaching
and the death of Jesus would come within those dates. The
beginning of the church, the spiritual kingdom that Daniel
told Nebuchadnezzar about in hisdream (Daniel 2:44) started
within this time period. Thisis the most reasonable view of
al the different interpretations. If you start with the time of
Christ and work backwards, it would cometo about 457 B.C.

There are others that teach that the seventy weeks are symbolic of

seventy sevens. The number seven is symbolic of completeness or

fullness of time.

The premillennia teaching on this section is that they believe that

Daniel 9:24-27 appliesto Christ, but some of it isyet to be fulfilled.

“To them the 70th week has not yet occurred or at least is not fin-

ished. This, of course, forcesthem to say that the numbers are not to

be taken literally as 490 years, but are symbolic; otherwise, they
would have agap of over 1900 years between 69th and 70th week or

itsend” (Charles Aebi, Ohio Valley L ectures the Book of Daniel, p.

58).

3. Gabriel told Daniel that specific deeds would be accomplished.

a

“Tofinishtransgression.” Daniel inhisprayer asked Godtoforgive
them of their sins they have committed. They had rebelled from
God's Word, transgressed His precepts, committed iniquity by not
keeping God’s commandments (9:4-6). The idea “to finish trans-
gression” ismorethan what Daniel confessed. Heistalking about all
transgression could be sealed up from the sight of God by the work
of theMessiah. In Isaiah 53 the great prophet spoke of the Messiah’s
atoning power. He was pierced through “forour transgressions’
(Isaiah 53:5).
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“Tomakean end of sin.” Under the Law of Moses sin could not be

forgiven. “But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again

made of sins every year. For it is not possible that the blood of
bulls and goats should take away sins’ (Hebrews 10:3,4). Isaiah

said that the Messiah would bean “ offering for sin” (Isaiah 53:10).

The ONLY WAY sin is forgiven is through the blood of Christ.

When one renders obedience to the Lord, His blood covers the sin,

making an end of it in the sight of God (Acts 2: 36-38; Romans 6:4-

7; Ephesians 1. 7; Colossians 1:14; 1 John 1:7).

“And to make reconciliation for iniquity.” Isaiah said that “the

Lord hath laid on him theiniquity of usall” (Isaiah 53:6).

Reconciliation meansto change from enmity to friendship. Through

the death of the M essiah reconciliation was made possible (Romans
5:6-10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Hebrews 2:17).
“And to bring in everlasting righteousness.”
Q) Man was lacking in righteousness and cannot make himself
righteous (Romans 3:23).
(2 It is only through the power of God and the atoning work of
the Messiah that man can attain to righteousness (I saiah
54:17; 2 Corinthians 5:21).
3 The righteousness that was made possible by God is
everlasting because of the power of the blood of Christ
(Ephesians 1:7).
aa. The sinner comes in contact with His blood by being
baptized for theforgiveness of sin (Acts2:38; 22:16;
Romans 6:3-13; 1 Peter 3:21).

bb.  Thechild of God can remainin that righteous state by
the power of the blood of Christ (1 John 1:7-9).

4 “This is a perpetual righteousness befitting a ruler ‘whose
goings (sic) forth are from old, from everlasting’ (Mic.5:2),
who would establish an everlasting dominion (Dan. 7:14),
whose kingdom would be ‘an everlasting kingdom’' (Dan.
7:27), which kingdom would be established and upheld ‘ with
justice and righteous from henceforth even for ever’ (Isa
9:7). These citizens would be bound to such a king by an
‘everlasting covenant’ (Ezek. 37:26) and would awake, ‘ some
toeverlasting life’ (Dan. 12:2). Thiswasaccomplished by the
Messiah” (Homer Haily. p. 200).

4, “And to seal up thevision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.”

a

Thesealing of thevision and prophecy isvery difficult to understand.
Generally, most view it as pointing to the end of Old

Testament revelation. The message of the prophets in the Old Test-
ament pointed to the coming Messiah. Moses said that this Prophet
that was coming is the one to hear and obey (Deuteronomy 18:15-
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19). In the New Testament the book of Hebrews starts with the
declaration that God once spoke through the prophets, but today He
speaks only through His Son (Hebrews 1:1,2). The fulfilling of the
events in the seventy weeks vision would put an end to the old
system.

b. The anointing of the most High points to the anointing of the
Messiah. When Jesus came to Nazareth, He entered the synagogue
and read from the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 61:1,2). He applies the
anointing that | saiah spoke of to Himself (L uke4:16-21). Jesusisthe
anointed One.

“Know therefore and under stand, that from the going forth of the command-
ment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be
seven weeks, and threescor e and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and
the wall, even in troublous times. And after threescore and two weeks shall
Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall
comeshall destroy thecity and the sanctuary; and the end ther eof shall bewith
aflood, and unto the end of the war desolations are deter mined.

And heshall confirm the covenant with many for oneweek: and in the midst of
the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the
over spreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the con-
summation, and that deter mined shall be poured upon the desolate” (9:25-27).

1. In these verses Gabriel gives three divisions of the seventy weeks (490
years).
a Seven sevens (49 years).
b. Sixty two sevens (434 years).
C. One seven (7 years).
d. The three periods add up to 490 years.
2. If | am correct by stating that the 490 years starts with Artaxerxes' letter to

Ezra (Ezra 7:11-28), then the first period (seven sevens) would start at that
time. It is possible that it would include the decree of Cyrus as well as the
restoration work of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Zerubbabel.

3. The second period of time (434 years) would be the time of the settlement of

Jerusalem and the area around it to the coming of the Messiah.

4, The third period, “the one week,” would include the time of Christ, His
death and resurrection. It would al so include the teaching of the gospel to the

Jews until the conversion of the Samaritans (Acts 8:5-13).

a This prophecy plainly states that the Messiah would be rejected by
the Jews.

b. Thisaso fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah about the cutting off of the
Messiah. “He was taken from prison and from judgment: and
who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the
land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he
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stricken” (Isaiah 53:8). Isaiah spoke of the cutting off and Daniel
was given the time it would take place.

C. “One of the meanings of the Hebrew word (Karat), transated ‘ cut
off’ is ‘destroy by aviolent act of man or nature; and its synonym
gazar, used by | saiah of the Servant’ sbeing * cut off’ out of theliving’
(Isa. 53:8), means, ‘a violent severance from a former way of life’
(Homer Haily, p. 203).

d. All of this evidence that the Messiah would be rejected by Jews and
killed plainly, clearly, unmistakably, and distinctly refutes the
teaching of premillennialism. Premillennial doctrine teachesthat the
rejection of the Messiah was a surprise to God and Christ when He
came to set up Hiskingdom, so He set up the church. There were no
surprises! When Jesus started Histeaching, He said the kingdom of
Godisat hand” (Mark 1:15). Fromthe prophets(Isaiah and Daniel)
we learn that the cross was in God' s plan, the shedding of the blood
of the Messiah. Jesus purchased the church with His blood (Acts
20:28; Ephesians 5:25). Therefore, if the kingdom was at hand, and
the death of Christ was at hand, and in His death the church of Christ
was purchased, the kingdom and the church arethe same. Thismeans
that the kingdom was set up at Hisdeath and refutesthe premillennial
teaching that the kingdom is yet to be set up.

After the cutting off of the Messiah and the preaching of the gospel to the

Jews, “the people of the prince” shall come and destroy the city

(Jerusalem). Thiswill take place after the seventh week, on the assumption

that | am correct that the seventh week is seven years, that during the first

half of those seven years (3 1/2 years), the Messiah will come teach God's
plan of salvation and die so the plan can be established. During thelatter half
of those seven years, there is enough time to preach the gospel to the Jews.

This would take it to the time of the scattering of Christians and Philip

preaching the plan of salvation to the people of Samaria (Acts8:4-12). This

will also help one understand Paul’ s statement that the gospel was preached
tothe* Jewsfirst, and alsotothe Greeks’ (Romans 1:16). Thelast half of

those seven years would end long before the destruction of Jerusalem in 70

A.D.

a “In the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the
oblation to cease.” Thisisaclear referenceto Christ’ sdeath and the
nailing of the Law of Moses to the cross (Colossians 2:14). Did the
sacrificesand the oblation physically cease at the death of Jesus? No.
But, they did cease in the eyes of God. He refused their worship and
sacrifices because of the establishment of the new “ covenant.”

b. God'’ s presence ceased being with the Jews and the Temple because
they refused to accept the teaching of the Messiah (2 John 9). This
would open up the way for the “ABOMINATION OF DESO-
LATION” (Matthew 24:15). The Babylonians had no power to
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destroy the city of Jerusalem and the Temple until the presence of
God left the Temple (Ezekiel 11:22-25). “The people of the
prince,” the Romans, had no power to destroy Jerusalem and the
Temple until the presence of God stopped being with the Jews and
the New Covenant established.

C. Gabriel spoke of the “ over spreading of the abominations.” Jesus
said that the gospel would be preached in all the world before the
Abomination of Desolation (M atthew 24:14,15). History teachesthat
the Roman army with Titus as its leader was “a flood,” over-
powering, devastating force to the Jews and the city of Jerusalem.
During thetrial of Jesusthe Jewscried out, “ Hisblood beon us, and
on our children” (Matthew 27:25). Thisrejection of their Messiah
ledtothe® ABOMINATIONS OF DESOLATIONS.” They would
reap as they had sown (Galatians 6:7,8).

6. “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week.” The one
that conformed the covenant is not the prince of verse 26, but the “Messiah
the Prince” of verse 25. Jesus established the covenant so man can have for-
giveness of sin (Hebrews 10:1-18).

7. “Even until theconsummation, and that deter mined shall be poured up-
on thedesolate.” God used the Roman army to do away with Jerusalem and
the Temple. Thiswould stop all sacrifices and the sacrificial system of the
Old Testament would be physically ended. The magjority of the Jewsrebelled
against theMessiah and Hisgospel (John 1:11). Therefore, they received the
wrath of God.

QUESTIONS OVER CHAPTER NINE

Who received amessage from God in the fourth year of Jehoiakim?What wasthat message?
Please explain “confusion of face” inverse 7.

How will the study of Daniel’s prayer help usin our prayer life?

Define “oblation.”

Define “reconciliation.”

How can seventy weeks become 490 years?

Who established the new covenant?

Who was the Roman leader to destroy Jerusalem?
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9. What took place in the seventh week of the seventy weeks?

10. Why did God's presence cease to be with the Jews?
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DANIEL CHAPTER TEN

INTRODUCTION:

1 This chapter opens up with Daniel fasting on the banks of the river Hiddekel. Thisis the
Tigrisriver. The banks of ariver are excellent placesto go for rest and meditation (Ezekiel
1:1; Acts 16:13).

2. It was atime of devotion, meditation, and prayer for Daniel. Asin Danidl’ slifeand thelife
of Christ, one can see the need to get away from everyone for meditation and prayer (M ark
6:45,46).

VISION OF A HEAVENLY MESSENGER (10:1-9).

A. “In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto Danidl,
whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, but the time
appointed waslong: and heunder stood thething, and had under standing of the
vison” (10:1).

1 It wasin the “third year of Cyrus’ that this vision took place. In the first
year of Cyrus, Zerubbabel led the first return from Babylon of the Jews to
rebuild the Temple (Ezra 1:1-4; 2:1,2).

a This truth was a divinely inspired articulation of Isaiah (Isaiah
44:26-45:3).

b. From this passage it is evident that Daniel did not return with the
Jews to Jerusalem.

C. Modernists teach that someone else, other than Daniel, wrote the

latter chapters of this great book. They teach that someone from the
Maccabean period wrote it. Modernists have a very poor view of
inspiration of the Bible. First, Jesus believed that Daniel wrote his
book as He quotes from the latter chapters of Daniel (Matthew
24:15). This settles the matter asto the ingpiration of Daniel.

d. Edward Young, in hiscommentary on Daniel, points out that Daniel
remaining in Babylon after thefirst return of the Jewsisevidencefor
theinspiration of thetext. “But if Daniel were merely anideal figure,
the creation of aJudaistic writer of the Maccabean age, why does not
he conform to the image of Judaism and be made to return to
Palestine? Thefact that Daniel doesnot returnto Palestineisastrong
argument against the view that the book is a produce of the Mac-
cabean age” (Young, p. 223).

2. “Belteshazzar” was the name given Daniel by the prince of the eunuchs
under Nebuchadnezzar (1:7).
3. “And thethingistrue.”
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Most of the eventsthat the prophets spoke of did come about in their
lifetime. When Jacob blessed Judah he said, “ The sceptre shall not
depart Judah, nor alawgiver from between hisfeet, until Shiloh
come; and to him shall the gathering of the people be” (Genesis
49:10). Jacob was speaking of the coming Messiah. He would come
through the seed of Judah. We learn that the prophecy did not come
about quickly. It was not until the time of David that we learn that it
isthrough his seed that “ Shiloh” would come. David lived around a
thousand years before the Messiah came into the world. The Psalms
David wrote that were messianic were written between 1010-970
B.C.

Daniel received his visions from about 605-536 B.C. Some of the
events he saw in the visions were actually close to hislifetime.
Hetold Nebuchadnezzar that there were three worldly kingdomsthat
would come after the fall of Babylon (2:29-44). Daniel lived to see
the second kingdom, the Medo-Persian empire, came to power
(5:31). Yet therewere many eventsthat were hundreds of yearsaway
from Daniel’ slifetime. Just becausethetime God appointed for these
eventsto come about were far into the future does not change thefact
of thetruth of the visions. The events about the coming Messiah that
Jacob, David, and Daniel spoke of came long after their death. But
they were true because the messagewasfrom God (2 Peter 1:20,21).

“But the time appointed waslong.”

a

b.

The American Standard version translates this phrase as, “even a
great warfare.”

Rex Turner Sr. in hiscommentary said that “Daniel understood that
the vision pertained to an ongoing warfare, which warfare crucially
involved God’s people” (Turner, p. 264).

Edward Young believes that the “warfare is in the revelation itself,
and that with this revelation the prophet must struggle” (Young p.
224). Thisview isdifficult to believe since Daniel said that he* had
under standing of the vision.”

The Hebrew word that “the appointed time” is trandated from,
“properly means an army, host, as going forth to war; then the host
of angels, of the stars, hence God is so called ‘ Jehovah of hosts.’
Then the word means warfare, military service, a hard service, a
season of affliction or calamity....and that Gensenius has correctly
expressed theidea: ‘trueisthe edict, and relatesto long warfare; that
is, to many calamities to be endured” (Albert Barnes, p. 192).
Daniel had been given many visions of future events for God's
people. In chapter 8 the “little horn” stopped the daily sacrifices
(8:9-12). Inchapter 9 hereceived thevision of the seventy weeksthat
the Messiah would be cut off (9:26). In the vision hereceivesin this
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chapter isone of strugglesto endure. Therewill aways be awarfare
between those who serve God and the enemies of good.

“Inthosedays| Daniel wasmour ning threefull weeks. | ate no pleasant bread,
neither cameflesh nor winein my mouth, neither did | anoint myself at all, till
threewhole weekswerefulfilled. And in thefour and twentieth day of thefirst
month, as| was by the side of the great river, which isHiddekel” (10:2-4).

1.

> w

Daniel had been fasting for three weeks. It was atime of sadness, affliction,
and trouble. He “was mour ning.” Why? The text does not say why Daniel
was lamenting at thistime. Asin most cases, when the Scriptures are silent
on a subject, there is much speculation on the topic.

a Some believe it was because of the troubles the Jews were facing in
the restoration of the Temple. It had been two years from the time
Cyrus gave the decree to rebuild it.

b. It is also said that Daniel was troubled because of the spiritual con-
dition of the people. The Bible does not say why he was mourning.
Therefore, it would be best to leave it alone and go on to the things
that are revealed and taught in the Scriptures.

During thistime of devotion Daniel abstained from those things that would

have brought him comfort. He did not eat desirable or delicious food.

Abstaining from desirable food and drink, Daniel refused to “anoint” him-

self. Therearethreetypesof anointing practiced by Hebrew people. They are

ordinary, sacred, and medical. Anointing meant that oil was applied to a

person or thing. “Ordinary anointing with scented oils was common toilet

operation (Ruth 3:3; Ps. 104:15; Prov. 27:9). It was discontinued during a

time of mourning (2 Sam. 14:2; Dan. 10:3; Matt.6:17). “ Sacred anointing had

as its purpose the dedicating of things or persons to God” (Zondervan, p.

46).

Daniel was by the river Hiddekel on the 24th day of the month.

Theriver Hiddekel, as stated in the introduction, isthe Tigrisriver. It isone

of four riversidentified in the second chapter of Genesis (Genesis2:11-14).

It was located on the Eastern boundary of Babylon.

“Then | lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in
linen, whose lions were girded with fine gold of Uphaz: His body also waslike
the beryl, and hisface asthe appearance of lightning, and his eyes aslamps of
fire, and hisarmsand hisfeet likein colour to polished brass, and the voice of
hiswordslikethe voice of a multitude” (10:5,6).

1.

Thevision of the heavenly messenger isfilled with grandeur and stateliness.
Many teach that evidence from the text shows that this is a theophany. A
theophany isamanifestation or appearance of Deity. It isthought that Daniel
saw the second Person of the Godhead. Jesus, in His preincarnate state, was
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known as “the Word” (John 1:1,2;14). If we compare the statements in
Daniel with John's statements about Christ, we will see they are very alike
or harmonious (Revelation 1:13-15). In the Old Testament there are a
number of times that the Second Person of the Godhead appeared to man
(Genesis 16:7-13; 32:22-30; Judges 13:11-23; Exodus 3:3-6; 13,14; John
8:24; 58).

It is very possible that this is an appearance of the Second Person of the
Godhead. There are questions that must be brought up in such acomparison
of Daniel and John’s vision. In Revelation chapter one John saw the re-
surrected Christ. During thetime of Daniel thiswasin thefuture. Jesusisthe
Second Person of the Godhead and can appear in any form desired, but the
messenger in Daniel chapter ten does not display the attributes of Deity. The
messenger is not omnipotent. He does not have unlimited power. In verse
thirteen he said that “the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me
one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, cameto
help me...” The messenger that came to Daniel did not have the power to
come until Michael came to help him. Thisis evidence that the appearance
of the heavenly messenger in chapter tenisnot atheophany. “ For with God
nothing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:37). Angels are stronger than man,
but they are not omnipotent (Psalm 103:20; Hebrews 1:14; 2 Peter 2:11).
It is noteworthy to point out the appearance of angels in human form are
always in the masculine gender (Genesis 18:1,2; Daniel 9:21; Revelation
22:8,9).

The messenger spoke with “the voice of a multitude.” The sound of his
voice was vibrant and strong. “His face as the appearance of lightning”
recallsthe description of Moses after hisdescent from Mount Sinai (Exodus
34:29-35).

“And | Daniel alone saw thevision; for the men that were with me saw not the
vision; but agreat quaking fell upon them, sothat they fled to hidethemselves’

(20:7).

1.

Theeventsby theriver Hiddekel were startling to Daniel’ s colleagues. They
did not seethethingstaking place, but they understood something was going
on at that time. They were surprised, frightened, and alarmed at the un-
expected events. Therefore, they did what comes naturally, “they fled.”
This event recalls the appearance of the Lord to Saul on the Damascus road
(Acts9:1-7).

“There | was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no
strength in me: for my comelinesswas turned in meinto corruption, and | re-
tained no strength. Yet heard | the voice of his words: and when | heard the
voice of hiswords, then was| in a deep sleep on my face, and my face toward
the ground” (10:8,9).
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When Daniel saw the messenger, hisvitality wasturned to weakness. Daniel
wasentirely overcome by the splendor of thevision. Johnfelt asimilar effect
when he saw the Lord (Revelation 1:9-17). Thisisthe effect that all humans
will experience one day when Jesus returns the second time (Philippians
2:6-11; Hebrews 10:31).

Theword “ corruption” literally means* destruction.” The magnificence of
the vision was the means that changed Daniel’ s appearance from warmth to
being deathlike.

When Daniel heard the voice of the messenger, his body collapsed to a
prostrate position on the ground.

[ THE ESSENCE OF THE VISION (10:10-21).

A.

“And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my kneesand upon the
palms of my hands. And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved,
under stand thewordsthat | speak unto thee, and stand upright: for unto thee
am | now sent. And when he had spoken thisword unto me, | stood trembling”
(10:10,11).

1.

With the aid of the messenger Daniel is set up on his hands and knees. The
messenger gives words of encouragement to Daniel. “O Daniel, a man
greatly beloved.” Gabriel used thosewordsto comfort and fortify Daniel in
the previous chapter (9:23).

Thetrend today isfor man to ook to angels to guide and comfort them. The
very text that we are studying has been used as proof to show that angelsare
employed, in a miraculous way, to give man assurance and understanding.
God does not use angels to guide man today. God speaks through His Son,
Christ Jesus, to man today, and not through angels (Hebrews 1:1-3). All one
hasto doisto look at the teaching of those who claim that angels have come
to them and compare it with God's Word and you will find contradictions.
There are no contradictionsin God’ s Word (2 Timothy 3:16)! Thisis proof
that the messages people claim to receive from angelsis nothing more than
their imaginations. They create mental images and attribute it to angels or
God. TheBibleiscomplete; therefore, any extrateaching isnot from God but
man (Galatians 1:8,9).

“Then said he unto me, fear not, Daniel: for from thefirst day that thou didst
set thineheart to under stand, and to chasten thyself beforethy God, thy words
were heard, and | am comefor thy words’ (10:12).

1.

From the time of hisyouth Daniel set his heart to be humble and serve God.
Hewasfaithful in not eating theking’ sfood (1:8). Daniel wasgoing to serve
God even if it meant death (6:4-10). Daniel was a man of prayer. Only one
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who has a strong faith in God would be a man of prayer (Psalm 34:15-18;
|saiah 57:15; 66:2; James 4:8-10; 1 Peter 5:5-8).

Themessenger cameto strengthen and encourage Daniel. Today wearemore
blessed than Daniel. We have the complete revealed Word of God to
strengthen and encourage us (John 8:31,32; 20:30,31; Acts20:32; Romans
10:17; 15:4; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:16-4:5).

Daniel set his heart to understand. Man needs to prepare his heart to un-
derstand, be obedient, and teach others about God. This was the attitude of
Ezra, who was in Jerusalem at thistime (Ezra 1:1-4; 7:10).

There are multitudes who have closed their minds and hearts to the Word of
God. They have chosen to follow the traditions of men and not the Word of
God (2 Corinthians 4:3,4).

“But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days:
but, lo Michael, oneof the chief princes, cameto help me; and | remained there
with thekings of Persia” (10:13).

1.

Daniel had been fasting, praying, and mourning for twenty one days, “three
full weeks’ (10:2,3). Themessenger comesto Daniel explaining what hehad
been doing during the time of Daniel’ s fasting and prayers.

The messenger had been in a spiritual warfare with the “prince of the
kingdom of Persia.” The prince of Persiais not the king of Persia, but an
angelic being. “Now, who was this angel, the prince of the kingdom of
Persia? Why would an angel be in opposition to God and his chosen people?
To answer, angels were (are) created beings. God created a host of angels
(Neh. 9:6; Ps. 148); but angels, like man, were created in the image of God
and were, therefore, free moral agents. Had such not been the case, they
would have been mererobots. Asfree moral agents, some of thoseangelsdid
sin, aswasthe case with the * prince of Persiaand Greece.”” (Rex Turner, Sr.
p. 268,269). In the New Testament there are references to these angels that
sinned and turned from God (Jude 6; Revelation 12:7,9; Matthew 25:41;
2 Peter 2:4).

“Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me.” Michadl is an
archangel (Jude9).

“ThisMichael isknown especially asthe champion of God’ s people. Chapter
12:1 speaksof him..... Michael gave help to thisheavenly messenger and this
enabled himto cometo Daniel with themessagewhile Michael dealt withthe
Persian opponent” (McGuiggan, p. 166).

“Now | am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy peoplein the
latter days: for yet thevision isfor many days’ (10:14).

1

The messenger came to teach Daniel about the thingsthat will happen to the
Jews*®in thelatter days.”
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“Thelatter days’ isaphrasethat hasreferenceto the coming of theMessiah
and the establishment of Hiskingdom, the church of Christ. Joel spoke of the
events that would take place during the latter days (Joel 2:28-32). The
apostle Peter on thefirst Pentecost after the resurrection of Jesus quotes Joel
and appliesit to the establishment of the church (Acts 2:14-39). The phrase
isareferenceto the end of the Law of Moses and the dawn, the advent of the
Law of Christ, of the Christian age.

Thosewho teach the premillennial doctrine define“thelatter days’ or “the
last days’ as a “time immediately prior to the so-called ‘ Rapture of the
saints' and the beginning of seven years of great trouble on the earth known
as the Great Tribulation” (Rod Rutherford, The Millennial Mania,p. 65).
Premillennial doctrineisnot found in the Scriptures! The doctrineisrefuted
in Acts chapter two. The New Testament teaches that from the time Christ
appeared until He returns the second time is the “last days’ (Hebrews
1:1,2).

The close of the Jewish age and the beginning of the Christian ageis pointed
out in Daniel ten versefourteen. It would be* many days,” far in thefuture,
before the beginning of the Christian Age.

“And when he had spoken such words unto me, | set my face toward the
ground, and | becamedumb. And, behold, onelikethe similitude of the sons of
men touched my lips: then | opened my mouth, and spake, and said unto him
that stood beforeme, O my lord, by the vision my sorrowsareturned upon me,
and | haveretained no strength” (10:15,16).

1.

The presence and the physical appearance of the messenger were over-
whelming to Daniel. He was so awestruck that he looked to the ground and
was inarticul ate, speechless.

The messenger, who was in human form, touched hislips enabling Daniel to
speak. Daniel’s* sorrows,” pain came upon him. When the ark of God was
taken by the Philistines, Eli’ sdaughter-in-law, thewife of Phinehas, had pain
come upon her quickly. The text says, “her pains came upon her”
(1 Samuel 4:19). Her pain burst upon her. This gives the same idea of
Daniel’s pain. The sorrows and pains he suffered burst upon him quickly,
like awoman having birth pains. This stopped him from speaking.

“For how can the servant of thismy lord talk with thismy lord? for asfor me,
straightway thereremained nostrength in me, neither istherebreath left in me.
Then there came again and touched me onelike the appear ance of a man, and
he strengthened me” (10:17,18).

1.

Daniel isbeing very respectful to the heavenly messenger. He was speaking
fromapoint of asubordinateto an elder. Daniel was standing in the presence
of one sent from Heaven. He understood that humility and respect were
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needed before one who was sent from God. Thisis alesson that is needed
today in the church of Christ. In the worship of God those in the assembly
must understand that it is a time of respect and humility, for they are in the
presence of God. Daniel felt the need to show respect for the servant of God.
How much moreis our need to show respect to God in the worship service!
Daniel wascompletely overwhelmed by the presence of theangel. He needed
to be strengthened again by the touch of the angel. “The previous touch (vs
16) restores the power of speech, this one completes Daniel’s recovery”
(Young p. 228).

“And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea,
be strong. And when he had spoken unto me, | was strengthened, and said, L et
my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me” (10:19).

1

The angel strengthens Daniel with words of encouragement. He reenforces
that Daniel isloved by God. “ O man greatly beloved.” Thisisthe message
that was given to Daniel by the angel Gabriel in chapter nine (9:23). Daniel
was greatly loved because he greatly loved the One in Heaven (Deu-
teronomy 6:4-6; 10:12; 30:6; Matthew 22:37).

Theangel encourages Daniel not to fear, but be at peace and be strong. Peace
is trandlated from the Hebrew word “shalom.” It carries the idea of com-
pleteness, well-being, welfare, and health. “ Shalomalso signifies* peace,’ in-
dicative of a prosperous relationship between two or more parties’ (Vines).
Daniel could be at peace because of hisrelationship with God. Peace can be
ours if we have submitted to the doctrine of Christ (John 14:27; 16:33;
2 John 9; Ephesians 2:11-22).

“Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore | come unto thee? And now will |
return to fight with the prince of Persia: and when | am gone forth, lo, the
prince of Grecia shall come. But | will shew thee that which is noted in the
scripture of truth: and thereisnonethat holdeth with mein these things, but
Michael your prince” (10:20,21).

1.

The angel came to make Daniel understand “ what shall befall thy people
inthelatter days’ (verse 14). Thisisadirect reference to the problemsthe
Jewswill have under the Persiansand the Greeks. The messenger must return
to his warfare with the “ prince of Persia.” There was a war going on be-
tween servants, angels, of Satan and the servants, angels, of God. Persiaand
Greece played a major role in God's plan of future events. In chapter two
Daniel gave an interpretation of a dream of Nebuchadnezzar. The four
earthly kingdoms in that dream, Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greek and
Roman were to plan a part in history that led up to the development of the
church of Christ. During the Babylon captivity the Jewish synagogue was
developed. Thisgavethe apostlesfertile ground for preaching the gospel. In
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the Medo-Persian Empire the emphasis was on respect for law. Man must
have respect for laws of men (Romans 13:1-6) and thelaw of Christ (2 John
9). The Greeks provided the language in which the New Testament was
written. The Roman government built roads. This allowed early Christians
freeavenuesof travel to teach the doctrine of Christ. “In some unknownform
or fashion angelic beings were at odds with each other over the role Persia,
and later Greece, wasto play in God' s scheme of things’ (Dave Miller, The
Thirteenth Annual Southwest L ectures, p. 192).

The “scripture of truth” is God's Word (John 8:32; 17:17; 2 Timothy
3:16,17). God is omniscient, infinite in knowledge. He knows the outcome
of the future. Through providence all things work out according to Hiswill.
The messenger is encouraging Daniel with these words.

The messenger and Michael are working together to overcome the forces of
evil in the Persian and Grecian empires. The implication in the text is that
they are all that are needed to accomplish God’ s purpose.

God's people will experience opposition from forces of evil, but if they
remain faithful the victory istheirs. Thisis an axiom, established principle
of truth, in the Christian Age (Revelation 2:10).

QUESTIONSOVER CHAPTER TEN

Theriver Hiddekel is also known as

What happened in the third year of Cyrus?

How can we refute the teaching of moderniststhat someone other than Daniel wrote the last
few chapters of this great book?

Define theophany.

Do you believe the messenger in chapter ten is the Second Person of the Godhead or an

angel? Why?

Define omnipotent.

Define omniscient.
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DANIEL CHAPTER ELEVEN

INTRODUCTION:

1.

The historical accuracy in this chapter has long been a battleground for liberals to deny
Daniel as the author. Liberals reject the idea of verbal plenary inspiration. What is verbal
plenary inspiration? Verbal meansthat every word that isin the Bible is there because God
willedit. TheHoly Spirit guided every writer of Scriptureinsuring theinerrancy of the Bible
and allowing for individualities of thewriters. Plenary means“full.” It meansthat the entire
Bibleisfully inspired. The Bible is verbaly (all the words) and plenary (all the sections)
given by the inspiration of God (2 Timothy 3:16,17; 2 Peter 1:20,21).

This chapter covers alarge portion of history; an progression of four kings of Persia, with
the fourth making war on Greece, and therise of Alexander the Great and the dividing of his
empire. Portionsof thischapter refer to Antiochas Epiphanes. Thischapter coversabout two
hundred and fifty years in the Medo-Persian and Greek empires.

FOUR KINGS OF PERSIA (11:1,2).

A. “Also | in the first year of Dariusthe Mede, even I, stood to confirm and to
strengthen him. (11:1).

1 If this verse is a continuation of chapter ten, and the evidence pointsto the
fact that it is a continuation, “1” was the angel, the heavenly messenger
speaking to Danidl.

2. The messenger relatesto Daniel how he supported Michael, an archangel, in
the fall of Babylon by the Medo-Persian empire.

B. “And now will | shewtheethetruth. Behold, thereshall stand up yet threekings
in Persia; and the fourth shall be far richer than they all: and by his strength
through hisriches he shall stir up all against therealm of Grecia” (11:2).

1 Asinthewhole book of Daniel some of the versesthat at first reading would
be understood without much difficulty, perhaps are more challenging than
they first appear. The messenger will show Daniel the “truth” of future
events. There will be three kings of Persiathat will ascend the throne. After
those three kings, another king will arise and he will be rich and will cause
problems with the Greeks.

2. Who are the four kings that the angel is speaking about in this verse? First,
it must be understood that history teaches that there were more than four
kings in the Persian empire from this point. There were a number of kings
after the reign of Cyrus. Some of those were Cambyses, Pseudo-Smerdis,
Darius Hystaspis, Xerxes, Artaxerxes Longimanus, Xerxes Il, Darius Il
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Nothus, Artaxerxes Mnemon and Darius |11 Codomannus. It was Darius 111
who was overthrown by Alexander the Great in 331 B.C. at the battle of
Arbela.

Thedifficulty inverse 2 isknowing who the four kingswere about whom the
messenger was speaking. Some start the list with Cyrus. That would make
the fourth king Darius Hystaspis. Most start the list with Cambyses the son
of Cyrus and that would make Xerxesthe fourth king. Xerxesisalso known
as Ahasuerusin Esther (Esther 1:1-4).

The text says, “there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia and the
fourth shall be richer than they all.” Cyrus was king at the time of the
vision (10:1). Thiswould start the list with Cambyses, and Xerxeswould be
the fourth king. History teaches us that Xerxes tried to conquer Greece. It
must be remembered that the angel gives no detail about the three kings, nor
is he giving a history of the kings of Persia. The messenger is only giving
information as it would pertain to the Jewish people.

[ ALEXANDER THE GREAT (11:3,4).

A.

“ And amighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with great dominion, and do
accordingto hiswill. And when he shall stand up, hiskingdom shall be broken,
and shall be divided towar d the four winds of heaven; and not to his posterity,
nor accor dingto hisdominion which heruled: for hiskingdom shall be plucked
up, even for othersbesidethose” (11:3,4).

1.

When studying the Scriptures, sometimes a great amount of time will be
covered in afew verses. Thisis exactly what has happened between verses
2 and 3. The mighty king in verse three would have been, Alexander the
Great. Xerxes, the fourth king in verse 2, reigned from 486 to 465 B.C.
Alexander the Great defeated Dariusin 331 B.C. From the death of Xerxes
to the defeat of the Persians by Alexander was 134 years. A little over a
century of time has passed between verses 2 and 3.

Alexander the Great built up the Grecian empire to a world power. In 323
B.C. hedied at the age of 32. After his death there was no oneto inherit his
kingdom and it was divided among four of his generals. Alexander was
outstanding as a conqueror and the influence of the Grecian empire wasfelt
throughout the world. Through his efforts to Hellenize those he conquered,
the Greek language became the language of commerce. This was of
tremendous importance to the teaching of the Gospel. The New Testament
waswrittenin*“ Koine Greek or common Greek in distinction from classical
Greek “ (Ray Summers, Essentials of New Testament Greek, p. VII). The
Greek language is so precise that students of the New Testament can look
back in history and know exactly what messageisfor ustoday. Thereare no
guesses because the Greek language is accurate and minutely exact.
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PTOLEMY TO ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES (11:5-20).

A.

“And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of hisprinces; and he shall
be strong above him, and have dominion; his dominion shall be a great
dominion” (11:5).

1. Alexander’ sempire was divided among hisfour generals. In this chapter the
messenger only deals with two of those divisions: the southern kingdom,
Egypt, and the northern kingdom, Syria. Theother two kingdoms, Macedonia
and Thrace, are not the main point of study in this chapter.

2. After the death of Alexander, Ptolemy was given the southern region of
Alexander’s empire, Egypt. Seleucus was one of Ptolemy’s princes.
Seleucus dominion shall be greater because heruled Syria, alarger domain
than Egypt.

“And in the end of years they shall join themselves together; for the king's
daughter of thesouth shall cometotheking of thenorth to makean agreement:
but she shall not retain the power of the arm; neither shall he stand, nor his
arm: but sheshall begiven up, and they that brought her, and hethat begat her,
and hethat strengthened her in thesetimes’ (11:6).

1. After a period of years an alliance will be formed between the king of the
south and the king of the north. This alliance would come after Ptolemy and
Seleucus stopped ruling over those kingdoms.

2. Ptolemy Philadel phus was king of the south at the time of the alliance. His
daughter Bernice was given in marriage to Antiochus Theos, king of Syria.
“But to do this, it would be necessary for Antiochus to divorce his wife
Laodice; thus the sons of Laodice would never inherit Antiochus' kingdom.
Two years later, Ptolemy Philadelphus died, and when Antiochus Theos
heard of his death, he immediately divorced Bernice and remarried his
former wife Laodice“ (Al Macias, Southwest L ectures, p. 197, 198). After
Laodice was reunited with Antiochus Theos, she poisoned him to death.
L aodice then had her son poison Bernice and her infant son to death, hence
capturing the throne for himself.

“But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up in his estate, which shall
come with an army, and shall enter into the fortress of the king of the north,
and shall deal against them, and shall prevail: And shall also carry captivesinto
Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with their preciousvesselsof silver and
gold; and he shall continue more yearsthan the king of the north” (11:7,8).

1 One from the roots of Bernice would become the king over the southern

kingdom. History teaches usthat this was Ptolemy Euergetes, the brother of
Bernice. Thisisthe third Ptolemy to rule the southern kingdom.
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2. Ptolemy Euergeteswould lead his army against the king of the north, Syria,
and conquer the kingdom. The idolatrous people looked to their idols as
protection. The victory over Syria would mean a victory over their gods,
idols (1 Kings 20:22-28). After thevictory of the king of the north, Seleucus
Callinicus, Ptolemy will maintain power over Syria. “ The Egyptianswere so
elated with the outcomethat they gaveto their ruler the name Euergetes(i.e.,
well-doer)” (Young, p. 237).

“ So theking of the south shall comeinto hiskingdom, and shall return into his
own land. But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall assemble a multitude of
great forces: and oneshall certainly come, and over flow, and passthrough: then
shall hereturn, and bestirred up, even to hisfortress’ (11:9,10).

1 Seleucus Callinicus, seeking to avenge hislossto Ptolemy Euergetes, worked
for two yearsin rebuilding his army. Seleucus was defeated in this attempt
to conquer Ptolemy Euergetes.

2. Theson of SeleucusCallinicus, Seleucus Ceraunus, and Antiochusthe Great,
inflamed themselves to war. Seleucus Ceraunus was killed in battle, so
Antiochus the Great became king. From that point on Antiochus worked to
remove Syriafrom the control of Egypt.

“ And theking of the south shall be moved with choler, and shall comeforth and
fight with him, even with the king of the north: and he shall set forth a great
multitude; but the multitude shall be given into hishand” (11:11).

1 Ptolemy Philopator was the king of Egypt at the time of Antiochus the
Great’ s attack on Egypt. Ptolemy Euergetes was dead at this time.

2. Antiochus raised a great, large army. Though Antiochus raised this great
army, he was defeated by Ptolemy Philopator.

“ And when he hath taken away the multitude, hisheart shall be lifted up; and
he shall cast down many ten thousands: but he shall not be strengthened by it”
(11:12).

1 The army of Antiochus shall be defeated by the army of Ptolemy.

2. Ptolemy, instead of taking advantage of the victory to strengthen his army
and build up the outer regions of histerritory, went back to Egypt to alife of
ease. His kingdom was not strengthened by the victory.

“For the king of the north shall return, and shall set forth a multitude greater

than theformer, and shall certainly come after certain yearswith agreat army
and with much riches’ (11:13).
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Ptolemy’s deficiency of wisdom in not strengthening his army and taking
advantage of the defeat of Antiochus came back to plague Egypt. Ptolemy
Philopator was dead at this time. It was about thirteen years since Ptolemy
Philopator defeated Antiochus the Great. Ptolemy Philopator’ s son became
king. He was only four years old at this time. His name was Ptolemy
Epiphanes.

During thethirteen years, Antiochusthe Great built up a“ great army.” The
phrase “with much riches’ refersto tools of war, weapons, and supplies.

“And in those times there shall many stand up against the king of the south:
also therobber s of thy people shall exalt themselvesto establish thevision; but
they shall fall” (11:14).

1.

From our point of view we arelooking at history. It isimportant to remember
that we are dealing with aprophecy from Daniel’ s point of view. It isagreat
deal easier to look back into history and see where events took place than to
stand in Daniel’ s shoes |ooking to these future events that will impact God' s
people. How will these things affect the I sraelites? The | sraglites were right
in the middle between Egypt and Syria. Throughout the history of the
| sraglites, they were often caught in the middle of opposing armies. The good
king, Josiah, was dain at the valley of Megiddo when Necho, king of Egypt,
came to fight against Carchemish

(2 Chronicles 35:20-26).

Theangel said that “ many would stand up against the king of the south,”
Egypt. Before Antiochus attacked Egypt again, he made an alliance with
Philip of Macedon. Thisalliancewould give Antiochusthe strength to defeat
Egypt.

The phrase, “ Also the robbers of thy people shall exalt themselves to
establish thevision; but they shall fall.” The American Standard version
tranglatesit as, “ alsothechildren of theviolent among thy peopleshall lift
themselves up to establish the vision; but they shall fall.” The New King
Jamestranslates* robbers’ as*“ violent men.” Rex Turner Sr. believes“The
statement ‘they shall fall’ probably meant that all who oppressed the spiritual
Jews would fall, or fail” (Turner, p. 236). This could be the correct inter-
pretation, but it does not fully agree with the statement. Edward Young, in
his commentary, gives a full explanation of the message. “The Law was
broken in that certain factious ones evidently thinking that they were
fulfilling prophecies, took the side of Antiochus against Egypt...In this
however, they fall or stumble, i.e., they fail in their attempts to establish the
vison” (Young, p. 239).

“So the king of the north shall come, and cast up a mount, and take the most
fenced cities: and the arms of the south shall not withstand, neither hischosen
people, neither shall there be any strength to withstand” (11:15).
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The “king of the north” is Antiochus the Great and Ptolemy Epiphanesis
theking of the south. Epiphanesisdefined as“illustriousone.” Ptolemy sent
one of his generals, Scopas, to Syria and Palestine to defeat those countries
and put them under hisrule. As Daniel wastold by the angel, the king of the
north, Antiochus the Great, prevailed over the armies of the south.
Antiochus fought Scopasin B.C. 198. He “ cast up a mount, and take the
most fenced cities.” Antiochus fortified his passion so greatly that Scopas
and “thearmsof the south” could not prevail against him. “Theword arms
is used here in the sense of heroes, warriors, commanders, as in Ezekiel
30:22-26" (Albert Barnes, p. 220). The* chosen people” werethe best men,
fighting men, that Ptolemy was ableto assembl e. History teachesthat Scopas
wasduginat Sidon. Ptolemy sent reenforcementsto deliver Scopas, but they
were unable to stand against Antiochus. Scopas surrendered after his army
ran out of food.

“But he that cometh against him shall do according to his own will, and none
shall stand before him: and he shall stand in the glorious land, which by his
hand shall be consumed” (11:16).

1.

2.

Antiochus the Great came against Scopas completely defeating the general
from the south.

Antiochus, after defeating Ptolemy’ sarmy, took possessionof “ theglorious
land,” Isragl. “ Gloriousland” means*|and of beauty or splendor.” Any land
that goes through awar suffers. Antiochus needed provisions for his army.
Those provisions came from theland or peopleinvaded. The Jews supported
Antiochus in his war with the king of the south. Because of their support
Antiochus granted them fringe benefits; but the aftermath of war was great
in the land.

“Heshall also set hisfaceto enter with the strength of hiswhole kingdom, and
upright oneswith him; thus shall he do: and he shall give him the daughter of
women, corrupting her: but she shall not stand on hisside, neither befor him”
(11:17).

1.

Antiochus determined to make an alliance with Ptolemy to strengthen his
kingdom so he could make war with Rome. For this to succeed Antiochus
gave his daughter Cleopatra to Ptolemy in marriage. Cleopatra is the
“daughter of women.”

Ptolemy was seven years old when the aliance was made, so Antiochus
thought that he could control Egypt through Cleopatra. Antiochus” deception
failed because Cleopatra joined with her husband against her father. The
angel said, “ but she shall not stand on hisside, neither be for him.”
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“After this shall he turn his face unto the isles, and shall take many: but a
prince for his own behalf shall cause the reproach offered by him to cease;
without hisown reproach he shall causeit to turn upon him” (11:18).

1.

Antiochus directed his attention to the Romans. “ Theisles’ aretheislands
of the Mediterranean Sea, primarily those neighboring Greece. The Roman
government was in charge of those islands at that time. During this war he
shall “take many” of theislands.

Antiochus' victoriesare numbered. Thereisa“ prince” that will stop hisad-
vance on Rome. His name was Lucius Cornelius Scipio, the brother of
Publius Cornelius Scipio, who defeated Hannibal and the Carthaginians.
“When it is said that he would do this ‘for his own behalf,” the meaning is,
doubtless, that he would engage in the enterprise for his own glory, or to
secure famefor himself” (Barnes' Notes p. 224). When Antiochus first took
some of theislandsfrom the Romans, that brought “ reproach” on that army.
This reproach was turned on Antiochus when Scipio soundly defeated him
in B.C. 190 at the battle of Magnesia.

“Then shall turn hisfacetoward thefort of hisown land: but he shall ssumble
and fall, and not be found. Then shall stand up in hisestate araiser of taxesin
theglory of the kingdom: but within few days he shall be destroyed, neither in
anger, nor in battle” (11:19,20).

1.

After Antiochuswas defeated by the Romans, hereturned to* hisown land”
for safety. In the shelter of his own country he was killed while plundering
one of theidolatrous temples. In thishefell and passed away into obscurity.
The successor of Antiochus the Great would be a king who raised taxes. He
would not last long as a king, but would be removed not by “anger, nor in
battle.” Seleucus Philopator, the eldest son of Antiochus the Great, was the
next king. He was suddenly severed from the throne, some believe by
poisoning.

AV ANTIOCHUSIV (EPIPHANES) THE ENEMY OF GOD (11:21-39).

A.

“And in hisestate shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not givethe
honour of thekingdom: but heshall comein peaceably, and obtain thekingdom
by flatteries. And with the arms of a flood shall they be overflown from before
him, and shall be broken; yea, also the prince of the covenant” (11:21,22).

1.

In the place of Seleucus Philopator, “shall stand up a vile person.” This
person was Antiochus IV, aso known as Antiochus Epiphanes. Hewasking
from B.C. 175 to B.C. 163. Those who knew him called him “epimanes
(madman), instead of the title which he assumed, viz, ‘epiphanes’
(illustrious)” (Young, p. 241).
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Antiochus|V iscaleda“ vile person” which meansthat he will be despised
and held in contempt. History teaches that this was the very character of
Antiochus Epiphanes. Antiochus Epiphaneswasfirstintroduced asthe*little
horn” in chapter 8.

The son of Seleucus Philopator was Demetrius Soter. The kingdom should
have passed to him. But Antiochus Epiphanes used “flattery to win over the
kings of Pergamusto his cause, and the Syrians gave in peaceably” (Young,
p. 241).

Antiochus used his power to overflow all before him. He made a covenant
with aprince. There is much speculation as to the identity of this prince and
the covenant. It is a mystery that one could not identify categorically.

“And after the league made with him he shall work deceitfully: for he shall
comeup, and shall becomestrong with asmall people. He shall enter peaceably
even upon the fattest places of the province; and he shall do that which his
fathershavenot done, nor hisfathers fathers; heshall scatter amongthem the
prey, and spoil, and riches. yea, and he shall forecast his devices against the
strong holds, even for atime’ (11:23,24).

1.

Antiochus was a deceitful, misleading, scheming, and underhanded person.
There are leaders today in America who show these same characteristics.
Those people will never be successful, because they forget that God is in
control of al governments (Romans 13:1; Daniel 4:24,25).

After one makes a*“league” with Antiochus, he would act and “work de-
ceitfully.”

The “fattest places of the provinces’ would be the territory where al the
wealth islocated. Antiochus would make advancesinto the places of wealth
until he had assumed control of theland. Antiochustook possession of many
of the wealthy cities of Egypt. “He took possession of Memphis and of all
Egypt, asfar as Alexandria’ (Barnes Notes, p. 231).

Not one of the ancestors of Antiochuswas ableto invade Egypt and takethe
wealth of the land. “His father s have not done, nor hisfather’sfathers’
accomplish so much in Egypt.

He gave the spoils of Egypt to those who were loyal to him. Antiochus had
possession of the wealth of Egypt only “for atime.” Rome threatened him,
so he turned his rage on Jerusalem.

“And he shall stir up his power and his courage against the king of the south
with agreat army; and theking of the south shall be stirred up to battlewith a
very great and mighty army; but he shall not stand: for they shall forecast
devicesagainst him. Yea, they that feed of the portion of hismeat shall destroy
him, and hisarmy shall overflow: and many shall fall down sain (11:25,26).
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D.

Antiochusinvaded Egypt four times. Thisverseisalluding to thefirst formal
invasion of the land. One must remember that these are prophecies of events
yet to take place after the time of Danidl.

Antiochuswent to war against the“ king of the south,” Ptolemy Philometor.
Ptolemy could not stand because of the power of Antiochus and the betrayal
of hisfriends. Ptolemy’s army was destroyed.

“And both these kings heartsshall beto do mischief, and they shall speak lies
at one table; but it shall not prosper: for yet the end shall be at the time
appointed” (11:27).

1.

“Both these kings hearts shall be bent on evil” (NKJV). Ptolemy
Philometor and Antiochus pretended friendship. They sat at the sametable,
but their hearts were bent on lying to each other for the purpose of evil.
Neither of the two kingswill be successful. God hasin mind to end thewars
between these two kingdoms. “For yet the end shall be for the time
appointed.”

“Then shall he return into the land with great riches; and his heart shall be
against the holy covenant; and he shall do exploits, and return to hisown land
(11:28).

1.

2.

Antiochus turned his evil plans against God' s people and the land in which
they dwell. It was his desire to destroy the Jews and their religion.

The summary of these events is given in 1 Maccabees. “And he took the
strong citiesin theland of Egypt; and he took the spoilsof theland of Egypt.
And after Antiochus had ravaged Egypt in the hundred and forty-third year,
he returned and went up against Israel. And he went up to Jerusalem with a
great multitude. And he proudly entered in the sanctuary and took away the
golden altar and the candlestick of light and all the vessels thereof and the
table of proposition and pouring vessels and the veil and the crowns and
ornament that was before the temple: and he broke them all in pieces. And
he took the silver and gold, and the precious vessels: and he took the hidden
treasures which he found. And when he had taken all away he departed into
his own country. And he made a great slaughter of men and spoke very
proudly. And there was great mourning in Israel and in every place where
they were” (1 Maccabees 1:20-26). Note! The Maccabees are found in the
Catholic Bible. They are not inspired of God, but they can be used as a
history of events between the closing of the Old Testament and the opening
of the New Testament. The Maccabeesisin the last of fourteen books called
the Apocrypha. Catholics view those books as canonical, but at the time of
Christ and the apostles thereis no record of them ever using these books. It
isnoted that none of thewriters of the Apocryphaclaim inspiration and these
books teach doctrines that are unscriptural and unbelievable!
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“ At thetime appointed he shall return, and cometoward the south; but it shall
not beastheformer, or asthelatter. For theshipsof Chittim shall come against
him: thereforeheshall begrieved, and return, and haveindignation against the
holy covenant: so he shall do; he shall even return, and have intelligence with
them that forsake the holy covenant” (11:29,30).

1 Antiochus Epiphanesis still the subject of the angel’ smessage. Theangel is
teaching Daniel that God isin control. Antiochuswasavery evil person. But
by providence God controlled thingsto comply with Histime schedule. This
is the explanation of “ at the appointed time.”

2. Antiochus attacked Egypt again. This time the Romans got involved. “ The
shipsof Chittim” isareference to the Roman navy. Chittim is also known
as Cyprus. Stopped by the Romans, Antiochus turned his rage, “indig-
nation,” against Jerusalem. There would be some that would forsake the
Word of God in the face of Antiochus' rage. He will use them to sustain his
plans.

“And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of
strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the
abomination that maketh desolate. And such as do wickedly against the cove-
nant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the peoplethat do know their God shall
be strong, and do exploits. And they that under stand among the people shall
instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and
by spoil, many days. Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with little
help: but many shall cleave to them with flatteries. And some of them of un-
derstanding shall fall, totry them, and to purge, and make them white, even to
thetime of the end: becauseit isyet for atime appointed” (11:31-35).

1 Antiochus and his military attacked Jerusalem. They took the temple and
“polluted” it. The Jews supported Ptolemy against Antiochusand that isall
that he needed to destroy the Jews and their religion. It is at this time that
Antiochus offered swine as a sacrifice on the altar in the temple.

2. During the activities of Antiochus and his soldiers, agreat many Jews were
killed. Yet, there were some who remained faithful. The faithful ones took
upon them to teach God’ s Word. The ones who remained faithful will have
the victory. Thisistrue today in Christianity when there are many who are
willing to dlip away from the foundation of the New Testament. Only those
who remain faithful will have the victory (1 John 5:4; Revelation 2:10).

3. It was at thistime that Judas M accabeus waged war on Antiochus for about
SiX years.
4, During the assaults of Antiochus some of the unfaithful Jews will join the

faithful by “flatteries’ or dipperiness. They are hypocrites! “This hypo-
critical association was doubtless due in part at |east to severity with which
apostates were treated” (Young, p. 245).
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5. In times of hardship, trouble, adversity, affliction, and difficulties there is
always a separation of the faithful from the dross. There will always be
hypocrites, but God will aways have His faithful.

“And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himsdlf, and
magnify himself aboveevery god, and shall speak marvellousthingsagainst the
God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that
that is determined shall be done” (11:36).

1 Thereismuch disagreement astheidentity of thekinginthisverse. Thereare
many critics who do not believe verse 36 is a continuous description of
Antiochus Epiphanes. Their views are as diversified as their backgrounds.
Those who teach premillennial doctrines affirm that thekinginthisverseis
the Antichrist. First, who is the Antichrist? The word “Antichrist” can only
befound in John’ sfirst and second epistles (1 John 2:18,22; 4:3; 2 John 7).
In these passages there is a great deal of information one can learn about
Antichrist.

a The Antichrist is one who denies Jesus is the Christ or denies that
Jesus came in the flesh.

b. There will be many Antichrists. Following John's description one
will learn that al who teach and believe Atheism, Judaism, New
Ageism, Hinduism, Muhammadanism, Darwinism, Buddhism,
Confucianism, and Satanism are Antichrists.

2. Othersbelieve that the king isthe pope or Papal System, Herod the Great, or
the Roman empire.

3. From a study of the verse the only reasonable interpretation is a continuous
description of Antiochus Epiphanes. Does the verse describe the life and
person of Antiochus Epiphanes? The answer is yes. Note the evidence.

a “And the king shall do according to hisown will.” This describes
Antiochus beyond ambivalence. “He accomplished his purposesin
regard to the city and temple in the most arbitrary manner” (Barnes,
p. 240). He was a tyrant.

b. “ And he shall exalt himself, and magnify above every god.” His-
tory teaches that Antiochus determined what god to worship. “One
who assumes or claims the right to forbid the adoration of any par-
ticular god, and to order divine homage to be rendered to any one he
chooses, exalts himself above the gods” (1bid).

C. “ And he shall speak marvellousthingsagainst the God of gods.”
God has all power and knowledge (Psalm 92:5; 94:9-11). Antiochus
spoke against God and tried to overthrow the religion that God had
authorized at that time. “ And the king (Antiochus) sent letters by the
hands of messengers to Jerusalem and to all the cities of Juda: that
they should follow the law of the nations of the earth, And should
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forbid holocausts and sacrifices and atonements to be made on the
temple of God (1 Maccabees 1:46,47).

d. We can seein verse 36 the great arrogance of Antiochus Epiphanes,
the enemy of God.
4, “And shall prosper till theindignation be accomplished: for that that is

determined shall bedone.” Antiochus Epiphaneswill do hisevil deedsuntil
the time that God has set to end it.

“Neither shall heregard the God of hisfathers, nor the desire of women, nor
regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all (11:37).

1 Antiochus |V Epiphanes did not worship because of hisfathers or ancestors;
hewasnot atraditionalist. Antiochus chose whom hewould worship and that
would be himself.

2. He would not let “the desire of women” interfere with his purposes.
Antiochuswas aman who practiced lasciviousness. In all that hedid, hewas
atyrant. He would use women for everything was under his control.

“But in hisestateshall hehonour the God of forces: and agod whom hisfathers
knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and
pleasant things’ (11:38).

1 Antiochus had respect to only one god. That was the god of might, the one
who gave him unlimited power to take whatever he desired. He would
consecrate hisriches (gold, silver, and precious stones) to have victory.

2. The god of force is one who is worshipped throughout the world today.

V. THE END COMESTO THE KING OF THE NORTH (11:40-45).

A.

“And at thetimeof theend shall theking of the south push at him: and theking
of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with
hor semen, and with many ships; and he shall enter intothecountries, and shall
overflow and pass over. He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many
countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand even
Edom, and M oab, and thechief of thechildren of Ammon. Heshall stretch forth
hishand also upon the countries. and theland of Egypt shall not escape. But he
shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the
preciousthings of Egypt; and Libyansand Ethiopian shall be at his steps. But
tidingsout of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall
go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many. And he
shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seasin the glorious holy
mountain; yet he shall cometo hisend, and none shall help him” (11:40-45).
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1 The closing of this chapter is not without its difficulties. There are mixed
views as to whom the messenger is speaking. Asin the proceeding verses
some believe these verses refer to Rome or the Antichrist. These interpre-
tations are not agreeable with the rest of the chapter.

2. The most reasonable interpretation is that these verses are speaking about
Antiochus Epiphanes; that verses 40-45 is summary of the reign of
Antiochus. Barnes in his commentary states it clearly and precise, “ There
will be no difficulty in this if we may regard these verses (40-45) as
containing arecapitulation, or summing up of events, with astatement of the
manner in which they would close. If so interpreted all will be clear”
(Barnes, p. 247). Antiochuswould make war on Egypt, Libyans, Ethiopians,
and the “glorious land,” but he would come to an end. This would give
strength to God'’ s people who lived through Antiochus' terror.

3. Let it also be noted the events of Daniel chapter 11 are evidences of the
inspiration of the Bible. The details of these events spoken about three
hundred and seventy years before they happened prove that this great book
came to us by the will of God as He inspired Daniel to write its pages!

4, We can also learn that God is in control. He delivered His people in times
past. He is able to take care of His people, Christians, today.

QUESTIONSOVER CHAPTER ELEVEN

How large a portion of history is covered in Daniel chapter 117?
Who was the father of Cambyses?

Wheat is so important about Koine Greek |anguage?

Define: Glorious land.

Define: Epiphanes.

Who was the son of Seleucus Philopater?

What is the Apocrypha?
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INTRODUCTION:

1.

DANIEL CHAPTER TWELVE

It was stated in the beginning of the study of chapter eleven that it was a continuation of
chapter ten. Chapter twelve is a continuation of eleven. Most agree that it would have been
better not to have had the chapter breaks asit is set forth today in the last three chapters of

Danidl.

The only way to have correct interpretation of chapter twelveisto study it in the context of
chapters ten and eleven.

THE SEALING OF THE BOOK (12:1-4).

A.

“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for
the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never
was since there was a nation even to that time thy people shall be delivered,
every one that shall be found written in the book” (12:1).

1.

“And at that time” points back to the closing of chapter eleven. If | am cor-
rect at the end of chapter eleven by stating it shows the end of Antiochus
Epiphanesand hisrule, verse onein chapter twelveis speaking of the Roman
Empire. Under the Roman Empire the Jewish people and Christians suffered
greatly. The messenger said that there would “ be a time of trouble.”
During this time of trouble “ shall Michael stand up...for the children of
thy people.” Michael wasfirst introduced in chapter ten (10:13). Heisone
of the chief princes, an archangel (Jude 9). It is Michael’s job to keep a
vigilant watch over God’'s people. Although Michael is on watch, the
children of God would go through atime of trouble.

During thistime of trouble“thy people shall be delivered, every onethat
shall be found written in the book.” Of what time of trouble is the mes-
senger speaking? If we look at the history of the Jewish people and the
children of God (Christians) and the suffering they go through, it would be
the time of the abomination of desolation that Jesuswarned about during His
teaching on earth (M atthew 24:14-28). The messenger said, “ thy peoplebe
delivered.” WhentheRomanscamein A.D. 70to destroy Jerusalem, not one
Christian was lost in the destruction. They were delivered from the des-
truction.

If one looks at the words of Jesus in Matthew 24, it would be reasonable to
conclude that what the messenger told Daniel is the same as Jesus warned.
He said, “ For then shall great tribulation, such aswas not since the be-
ginning of theworId tothistime, no, nor ever shall be” (Matthew 24:21).
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“Thisclearly identified thetimeand occasion of Michael, for Jesussaid there
was no such time before or after” (Homer Hailey, p. 209).

“And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt” (12:2).

1.

This verse has been the subject of much study. Isit speaking of the general
resurrection of the dead or something else? First one must keep in mind that
this part of Daniel was written in apocalyptic style, that it is awriting that
uses symbols, figures, and signs. The basic rule of hermeneutics, the science
of interpretation, is that a sign does not and cannot stand for itself. If it did
than it would not be apocalyptic in nature. With this in mind what is the
message of verse two?

“It isimportant to note that the time span covered by the book of Daniel is
circumscribed and limited by events related to these four empires of Nebu-
chadnezzar’s dream, the last of which was the Roman Empire” (Dub
McClish, The Book of Daniel, Southwest Lectures, p. 209).

With the limits that are put forth above, this verse cannot be speaking of the
general resurrection of the dead.

The most reasonable interpretation would be resurrection of the spiritual
dead, an example being the resurrection that Ezekiel saw in the vision of the
Valley of Dry Bones (Ezekiel 37:1-14). Thisisthe message of Jesusin the
Gospel of John. “ Verily, verily, | say unto you, The hour is coming, and
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they
shall hear and live” (John 5:25). Paul spoke of the type of resurrection to
the Ephesians. “ And you hath hequickened, whoweredead in trespasses
and sins’ (Ephesians 2:1). Paul also referenced thistype of resurrectionin
Colossians 2:13.

The preaching of the gospel is God's power to save in the Christian age
(Romans 1:16,17)! The messenger told Daniel that some would beraised to
“everlasting life, and some to everlasting contempt.” Jesus said, “And
because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he
that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved” (Matthew
12:13). When a person obeys the gospel, he s, in afigure, raised form the
dead. Faithfulness is required to remain in that condition. “Fear none of
those thingswhich thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of
you into prison, that ye may betried; and ye shall havetribulation ten
days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life”
(Revelation 2:10). In versetwo we havethe picture of thosewho wereraised
from spiritual death. Some remained faithful and would receive everlasting
blessings, while others would fall away and receive everlasting shame and
contempt.
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“And they that bewise shall shineasthebrightness of the firmament; and they
that turn many to righteousness asthe starsfor ever and ever” (12:3).

1. Those who are wise will keep the Words of Christ (John 12:48; 2 John 9).
2. Thewisewill teach the gospel to many and turn themto righteousness M ar k
16:15,16).

“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of
the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased” (12:4).

1. Daniel isto seal and protect the book. “Evidently Daniel had written down
hisrevelations, ashereceived them. Thislast revel ationformed aconclusion,
and the entire body, i.e., the book was now to be sealed” (Young, p. 257).

2. “Thetimeof theend” speaks of the fulfillment of the events that weretold
Daniel.

3. Edward Young paraphrased this verse and he has captured the thought of the
message. “ Preserve the book until the end, for it contains the truth as to the
future. Many shall go to and fro in search of knowledge, but they shall not
find it” (Ibid, p. 258).

I FINAL WORDSTO DANIEL (12:5-13).

A.

“Then | Danidl looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the one on thisside
of thebank of theriver, and theother on that side of the bank of theriver. And
one said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of theriver,
How long shall it beto the end of these wonders?” (12:5,6).

1. Daniel saw two more angels standing on each side of the river Hiddekel.
2. The question was put forth by one of the angels, How long before the events
just described would take place?

“And | heard the man clothed in linen, which wasupon thewatersof theriver,
when heheld up hisright hand and hisleft hand unto heaven, and swareby him
that liveth for ever that it shall befor atime, timesand half; and when he shall
have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all thesethings shall
be finished” (12:7).

1 The messenger said that these things would be accomplished “for a time,
times and half.” This phrase was first seen in chapter seven (7:25). In the
context of the book and the evidence from chapter seven one must draw the
conclusion that these events occurred during the time of the fourth world
power, the Roman Empire.

2. Further evidence of these events taking place during the time of the Roman
Empire is the statement in verse 11, “And from the time that the daily
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sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set
up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.” Thisis a
reference to the destruction of Jerusalemin A.D. 70.

“And | heard, but | understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall bethe
end of these things? (12:8).

1 Daniel is confused and bewildered about the information he has received.

2. “We are reminded also that here we see demonstrated the fact that, while
inspired men might receive and comprehend the words of the message
revealed to them, they did not necessarily understanding the meaning of the
words or the message itself (1 Peter 1:10-12)” (Dub McClish, p. 221).

“And hesaid, gothy way, Daniel: for thewordsareclosed up and sealed till the
time of the end. Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the
wicked shall dowickedly: and noneof thewicked shall under stand; but thewise
shall understand” (12:9,10).

1 Daniel did not understand the message. The angel said that it was not im-
portant that he fully understand the message.

2. The important thing was that in the future “the wise shall understand.”
These arethe onesdescribed in verse 3. They shall “ shineasthebrightness
of thefirmament.” Those who are wise will be studying Daniel’ s book and
will be ableto see the events that were taking place. They will be“ purified,
and made white, and tried” by fires of adversity, affliction and woe, but
they will remain faithful. In the book of Revelation John transcribed how the
early Christianswhere ableto remain faithful. “ And they over came him by
the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they
loved not their livesunto death” (Revelation 12:11).

“And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the
abomination that maketh desolate set up, thereshall beathousand two hundred
and ninety days. Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three
hundred and five and thirty days’ (12:11,12).

1 This is another one of those verses in Daniel that is very difficult to un-
derstand. Jesus referenced to the “Abomination of desolation” as the des-
truction of Jerusalem and the stopping of the sacrificesoffered under the Law
of Moses (M atthew 24:15). This system had been done away within Christ.
Those sacrifices were not acceptable to God (Colossians 2:14; 2 Corin-
thians 3:7-13).

2. The two periods of 1290 days and 1335 days are a mystery. There are a
number of speculations on these days, but none seem reasonable. Do not
forget the encouragement to remain faithful. “ Blessed is he that waiteth.”
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F. “But go thou thy way till theend be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at
end of thedays’ (12:13).

1 The last verse of this great book are words of encouragement to Daniel and
all faithful servants of God. Dani€l is given promise that after his death he
would rest until the resurrection and stand with all of God’ sfaithful servants.

2. The encouragement for Christians is the resurrection of the dead. We must
remain faithful, looking forward to the second coming of Christ.

QUESTIONSOVER CHAPTER TWELVE

Those who will be saved are those found

Where in the Bible does it state that Michael is an archangel?

When did the Romans come to destroy Jerusalem?

How do we know that the resurrection in verse 2 is not the general resurrection of the dead?
Wheat period of timeis covered in the book of Daniel?

Did Daniel understand the message given to him by the angel ?

Was it essential that Daniel understand all of the message given him by the angel ? Why?
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APPENDIX A-APOCALYPTIC WRITING

In studying the Biblethere are someverses, chapters, and booksthat are harder to understand
than others. Two of those books are Daniel and Revelation; portions of each book were written in
symbols and signs. This style of writing is called apocalyptic.

Thereisagreat deal of material in both booksthat seem obscure. Some peoplefear thistype
of writing and do not read it, because it is harder to understand the meaning. All Scripture isfrom
God andisbeneficial for Christiansto read and study (2 Timothy 3:16,17). Thisincludesapocalyptic
writing, but it will take more effort and time to study, so God's Word will not be twisted or
perverted in any way.

What isapocalyptic writing? In apocal yptic writing the author uses symbolsand signsto get
his message acrossto the people. The writer isteaching a message or unveiling a message through
signs and symbols. It was used in times of persecution so that enemies could not understand the
message, yet the writer could foretell of government overthrow without the government’s
understanding of whom the message is for or against.

In studying about symbolism of the apocalyptic books, one must remember what God said
to Moses, “The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed
belong unto us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of thislaw” (Deuteronomy
29:29). God hasrevealed Hiswill to men, but there are some times when one must simply say “1 do
not know!” Sometimes the author will explain the symbol or sign, and there are other times when
hewill leaveit concealed or partially concealed. It isat thistimethat interpreters must rely on their

“own judgment for conclusions, applications and explanations.”*
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Apocalyptic writing could be more easily understood, if one has a good knowledge of the
Old Testament. “Many of the symbols and images are rooted in the Old Covenant writings.”? There
is also the need to study the people, their customs, traditions and manner of life.

Apocalyptic writing is different from prophecy, although the element of prophecy isin
apocalyptic writing. The main rule of proper interpretation of apocalyptic writing is that asign or
symbol cannot stand for its self. This means that a sign or symbol must not be taken literally.
Another rulein the interpretation of apocalyptic writing is that one must never interpret a passage
in away that it will contradict another passage of God's Word.

Thereisagreat deal of encouragement that one can gain from astudy of apocal yptic writing.
It, like any passage of Scripture, should be approached prayerfully and with respect. It is God’'s

Word and we must not add to or change in any way, to be pleasing to God (Deuteronomy 4:2;

Proverbs 4:6; Revelation 22:18,19).

ENDNOTES
1. Homer Haily, Revelation (Grand rapids, Baker Book House, 1985), p. 36.

2. lbid.
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