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PREFACE 

Clayton and I have worked closely together aU our 
preaching lives (since we obeyed the gospel in 1950). Few 
brothers have ever had a closer relationship in studying 
and preaching the gospel than have we. We have the 
same love for truth, the same aims, the same goals. Our 
compatability has astounded even us. We have spent 
thousands of hours wrestling together with difficult pas
sages, arguing both sides until a concensus has been 
reached (which at times has taken months, or even years). 
By this method we have been able to take the Bible and 
settle every serious difference between us (except one, 
and we have learned to live with it). While we have each 
had our own independent ministry (mine mostly in the 
written and his in the oral proclamation of the word), 
rarely does either of us make a decision, advance a new 
thought, or undertake a new task without first consulting 
with the other. In so many ways the thrust of our lives 
have been one. 

It was against this background that about a year ago I 
approached Clayton with the idea of us jointly preparing a 
book of sermon outlines. To this he generously consented. 
I got busy with other writing (Mostly my commentary on 
1 Corinthians) and forgot it. When I saw Clayton 
later, I mentioned the project to him again. He in
formed me that he had some of his outlines prepared 
already and would soon be ready for the typesetting. I 
had to come home and get busy on my part of the work 
in order to catch up with him. 

The plan we settled upon was to divide the book into 
two parts, the first containing 30 of his outlines and 
the second part containing 30 of mine. No effort was 
made to coordinate the two parts. Each was free to 
select his own outlines as he pleased. In fact, I did 
not see his in advance nor did he see mine. For this 
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reason there could be some overlapping in subject mat
ter, but if so, the treatment will be different enought to 
justify the lack of coordination. 

Needless to say, we are indebted to many men and 
many books for many things. And the ideas here pre
sented are l.ittle more than rearrangements of the 
thoughts gathered from others. But hopefully our 
arrangement of the great Bible truths contained in these 
outlines will be helpful to others in their preparation 
to preach the glorious gospel of our blessed Lord. If 
so, our purpose shall be achieved and our hearts will 
be gratified. To this end, then, we offer this book to 
those of like precious faith and commit it into the hands 
of God, whom we seek to serve, honor, and praise by 
all that we do. 

Howard Winters 
Sept. 20, 1985 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 


PART 1 

Clayton Winters 

1. The Principle Governing worship 7 
2. Links Connecting Man to God 10 
3. The Word Revealed 12 
4-. The Just Shall Live by Faith 15 
5. Drawing Near to God 16 
6. Comprehending the Love of Christ 18 
7. Joel, the Prophet of Pentecost 21 
8. He found No Place for Repentance 24
9. Heartfelt Religion 26 

10. Frustrated Grace 28 
11. Almost Persuaded 29 
12. "The Little Lord Jesus" 31 
13. Selling Too Cheaply 33 
14- . What Makes Christians Different? 34
15. The Purpose of Baptism 35 
16. The Shield of Faith 37 
17. False Prophets 39 
18. God's Holy Nation 4-2 
19. Be Sure Your Sins Will Find You Out 4-5 
20 A Shade at the End of the Row 4-8 
21. The Woman Who Ruined a Nation 50 
22. Jesus 52 
23 Wisdom from the Wise Man 54
24-. The Plea of Churches of Christ 57 
25. The Unseen Things of the Cross 60 
26 There Is Something in a Name 62 
27. The Temptation of Jesus 65 
28. Toadstool Or Mushrooms 67 
29. A Lesson From the Book of Ruth 68 
30. Why I Refuse the Title of Reverend 71 

5 




TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PART 2 


Howard Winters 

1. Remaking God 74 

2. Why I Want to Believe the Bible 76 

3. The Bible and Evolution 79 

4. Preaching Christ (1) 81 

5. Preaching Christ (2) 83 

6. Preaching Christ (3) 85 

7. Preaching Christ (4) 87 

8. A Wonderful Saviour 88 

9. Marks of the Lord Jesus 90 


10. What Crucified Christ? 91 

11. If Christ Be Not Risen 93 

12. Come See the Place Where the Lord Lay 95 

13. Let the Redeemed of the Lord Say So 96 

14. What is the Church 98 

15. Those Who Keep the Church Alive 99 

16. I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord 102 

17. "Br ing Us Together" 1 04 
18. The King's Business Requires Haste 105 

19. Marriage -- a Biblical Overview 106 

20. Hannah -- a Mother by Choice 108 

21. Faith Is the Victory 110 

22. Presuppositions of Prayer 112 

23. What We Need 114 

24. What Being a Christian Means to Me 116 

25. A Man Whom the Lord Could Not Save 116 

26. Postscripts to Life 117 

27. Playing on God's Team 119 

28. Reaching Your Potential 121 

29. I Can Do All Things 124 

30. Lessons From Personal Work 126 


6 



THE PRINCIPLE GOVERNING WORSHIP 


INTRODUCTION 


A. Man 	 cannot approach God except through the 
divinely appointed means. (John 4-:24-.) 

B. 	 The burden of this lesson is to show this as a 
divinely established principle, governing both Old 
and New Testament worship. 

I. THE PRINCIPLE ESTABLISHED 

A. 	The worship of Cain and Abel. (Gen. 4-:3-7.) 
1. 	 Abel's offering was accepted, but Cain's was 

rejected. (Gen. 4-:4-,5; Heb. 11 :4-.) 
2. 	The basis of acceptance and rejection: "If thou 

doest well... if thou doest not well ... " (Gen. 
4-:7.) This implies even at this early time a law 
establishing right and wrong, good and 
bad. The basis of this had to be revelation. 
(See Heb. 11:4-; Rom. 10:17.) 

3. 	Thus our principle of approach to God is estab
lished even in the first biblical instance of 
worship. 

B. 	 The worship of Nadab and Abihu. (Lev. 10:1-10.) 
1. 	The fire on the the altar was miraculouslY ig

nited, and was to be kept burning perpetually. 
(Lev. 9:24-; 6:13.) 

2. 	It was by commandment that fire from this 
altar was to be used in the burning of incense. 
(Lev. 16:12,13.) 

3. 	But Nadab and Abihu offered a strange fire, a 
fire not commanded, and they died before the 
Lord for their transgression. (Lev. 10:1,2.) 

4-. 	 So again the principle is established: Man may 
not approach God except through holy or divine
ly appointed means. (Lev. 10:10.) 

C. 	The sin of Korah. (Num. 16.) 
1. 	God had appointed (made holy) certain ones for 

specific services; but Korah declared that all 
the people were holy. (Num. 16:3.) 

2. 	For his presumption Korah and his followers 
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died violently ·before the Lord. (Lev. 16:29-35.) 
3. 	The budding rod of Aaron stood as testimony 

that God did not accept unauthorized persons 
or objects in his worship. (Lev. 17:6-13.) 

D. 	The Old Testament sacrifical system. 
1. 	The passover sacrifice was to be a lamb, of the 

first year, without blemish. (Ex. 12:3-5.) Would 
a hog or a sick animal have been equally ac
ceptable? (See Mal. 1 :8.) 

2. A 	 bloody sacrifice was appointed as an offering 
for sin. Would a food offering have sufficed? 
(Heb. 9:22.) 

3. 	Those acquainted with the Old Testament sys
tem of worship well know that God only 
accepted for his service that which he had 
author ized. 

E. 	Comrr.andments of men make worship void. (Matt. 
15:1-9; Mark 7:1-13.) 
1. 	There is nothing wrong with the washing of pots, 

cups, and vessels; but such are not acceptable as 
items of worship because they lack divine ap
pointment. (Matt. 15:9; Col. 2:20-23.) 

2. 	 Not only do such innovations render our worship 
vain, but they also make void the word of God 
as a complete and authoritative guide in reli 
gious matters. (Mark 7:8-13.) 

F. 	The abuse of the Lord's supper. (l Cor. 11:17-34.) 
1. 	The manner of the observance of the Lord's sup

per was a matter of divine ordinance. (l Cor. 
11 :23-30.) 

2. 	Observing it "as delivered" was a matter of 
apostolic authority. (l Cor. 11 :2.) 

3. 	The Corinthians had changed it to a common 
meal, and thus were bringing upon themselves 
damnation. (l Cor. 11 :27.) 

4. 	What better proof could we have that every act 
of worship must: (a) be authorized, and (b) be 
carried out exactly as appointed? 

II. 	 THE PRINCIPLE APPLIED 

A. When we place an order with a waitress in a 

8 




restaurant, do we expect our order to be prepared 
"as delivered"? With respect to God's orders, are 
equally consistent? 

B. 	 God's plan of salvation. 
1. 	 God's requirements for our redemption are: (a) 

Faith (John 3;16,36; Acts 11:43; 16:31; Heb. 
11:6), (b) repentance (Luke 13:3; 2 Pet. 3:9; Acts 
17:30,31), (c) confession (Matt. 10:32; Rom. 
10:9,10; Acts 8:37), (d) baptism (Mark 16:16; 
Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3,4; Gal. 3;27; 1 Pet. 3:21). 

2. May 	 we approach God for salvation through an 
altar of prayer or mourner's bench? May we 
approach him through sprinkling as well as by 
immersion? 

3. 	Surely we all must recognize that here we must 
approach God by the divinely appointed 
means. Any other approach would be fatal. 

C. 	God's plan of worship. 
1. 	God has authorized as items of worship (a) sing

ing (Acts 16:25; Eph. 5;19; Col. 3;16; Jas. 5:13), 
(b) praying (l Tim. 2:1,8; Col. 4:2; 1 Thess. 
5:17; 1 Cor. 14:15), (c) teaching (2 Tim. 2:2; 
Matt. 28:19; 1 Cor. 1 :21), (d) giving (l Cor. 
16:1,2; 2 Cor. 9:7), (e) communing (Acts 2:42; 
20:7; 1 Cor. 11 :23-26). 

2. Would 	 we dare approach him with a lamb or a 
hog, a rosary, holy water, incense, dancing, or 
hamburger and Coke? 

3. 	What about mechanical instruments of music? 
How can we approach God with them in worship 
without their first having been sanctified for 
use in his service? (Matt. 15:9; 2 John 9-11.) 

III. 	 WARNINGS AGAINST VIOLATING THIS PRINCIPLE 

A. 	Old Testament examples are cited as warnings 
against an unauthorized approach to God in wor
ship. (Jude 11.) 

B. Doctrines and commandments of men make our 
worship vain. (Matt. 15;9') 

C. Those who do not abide in the doctrine of 
Christ do not have God. (2 John 9-11.) 

9 



A. We 	 are warned against perverting the gospel of 
Christ. (Gal. 1:6-11.) 

B. 	 We are neither to add to nor take from that which 
is recorded in the word of God. (Rev. 22:18,19.) 

C. 	We must never go beyond that which is written. 
(l Cor. 4 :6.) 

LINKS CONNECTING MAN TO GOD 
(Eph. 4:1-6) 

INTRODUCTION 

A. 	Man was separated from God by sin (Isa. 59:1,2), 
but the Bible presents a plan whereby one may 
once again have access to his Creator. 

B. 	 But like a chain every link must be intact, or the 
complete plan will b~ nullified. (Jas. 2:10.) 

C. 	It will be the purpose of the following to show how 
each link is mutually dependent and absolutely es
sential to man's saving relationship with God. 

I. THERE IS ONE GOD 

A. 	God back to the beginning and there you find God. 
(Gen. 1:1; John 1:1.) 

B. 	 One of the cardinal aspects of Israel's faith was, 
"The Lord our God is one Lord." (Deut. 6:4,5.) 

C. 	This link in man's quest for salvation is absolutely 
essential; for to know him is eternal life. (John 
17 :3.) 

II. 	THERE IS ONE LORD 

A. 	But linked securely to the fact that there is one 
God is the truth that there is one Lord, Jesus 
Christ. (l Cor. 8:5,6.) 

B. The one God sent his one Son to save the 
world. (John 3:16.) 

C. 	Every tongue must acknowledge him as the one 
Lord. (Phil. 2:9-11.) 

D. 	He is the way to the Father, and there is 
no other to whom we can turn. (John 14:6; 6:68.) 
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A. 	Knock out this link and access to God has been 
destroyed. (John 8:24.) 

III. 	 THERE IS ONE SPIRIT 

A. 	The link between the one Lord and the one Spirit 
is forged: Christ sent the Comforter. (John 16:7.) 

B. 	 The one Spirit affords us the means of revelation: 
without him we could not know the mind of the 
Father. (John 14:26; 16:13; 1 Cor. 2:7-16.) 

C. 	To reject the one Spirit is to forfeit any hope of 
eternal salvation. (Matt. 12:31,32; Rom. 8:9.) 

IV. 	THERE IS ONE FAITH 

A. 	The revelation of the one Spirit produces the one 
faith. (John 16:13; Acts 15:7; Rom. 10:17.) 

B. 	 We understand that revelation when we read that 
which was written by inspiration. (Eph. 3:1-5; 
2 Tim. 3:16,17.) 

C. 	That revelation ):!:iven through the word is final, 
and must be accepted by all who wish to· be saved. 
(Jude 3; 1 Pet. 1:22-25; John 12:48.) 

V. THERE IS ONE BAPTISM 

A. 	The link between faith and baptism is forged by 
Jesus himself. (Mark 16: 15, 16.) 

B. 	 The one baptism is immersion in water for the re
mission of sins. (Matt. 3:16; John 3:23; Rom. 6:3,4; 
Col. 2:11,12; Mark 16:16; John 3;5; Acts 2:38; 
1 Pet. 3:21.) 

C. It is certainly essential 
Acts 2:38; 22:16; Gal. 3:

to salva
26,27.) 

tion. (Mark 16:16; 

VI. THERE IS ONE BODY 

A. Through the instruction of the one Spirit we are 
baptized into one body. (1 Cor. 12: 13.) 

B. 	 It is in the one body that we are spiritually nour
ished and have the promise of salvation. (Eph. 
4:15,16; 5:23-27; Heb. 12:23.) 

C. 	Knock out this link and there is no means for 
our reconciliation to God. (Eph. 2;12-17.) 
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VII. THERE IS ONE HOPE 

A. We 	 live in hope of eternal life. (1 Thess. 4-:13; 
Tit. 1 :2.) 

B. 	 We are saved by hope; remove that link, and we 
have again destroyed our access to God. (Rom. 
8:24-,25.) 

VIII. WE MUST ACCEPT OR REJECT THE ENTIRE UNIT 

A. 	There is no hope outside of the one body. (Eph. 
(5:23.) 

B. 	 We cannot be in the one body without the one 
baptism. (Rom. 3;3,4-; Gal. 3:27; 1 Cor. 12:13.) 

C. 	The one baptism must be based upon the one 
faith -- the faith once delivered. (JUde 3.) 

D. We 	cannot have the one faith apart from the testi 
of the one Spirit. (Rom. 8:16.) 

E. 	 The one Lord sent the Spirit. (Luke 24-:4-9.) 
F. 	The one God sent his only Son. (John 3:34-.) 
G. 	Denominationalism endeavors to destroy the chain 

link by link. 
1. 	Generally the units involving God, Christ, and 

the Holy Spirit are accepted. 
2. 	But when we speak of one faith, one baptism, 

or one church, we are accused of being narrow
minded bigots. These links have been removed. 

CONCLUSION 

A. When 	 the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the 
baptism of John, they rejected not only the act of 
baptism, but the whole counsel of God. (Luke 
7:29,30.) 

B. 	 Likewise, when we reject one unit of God's plan 
of redemption, we reject the whole plan. (Jas. 
2:10.) 

THE WORD REVEALED 

INTRODUCTION 

A. 	The revelation of the New Covenant did not come 
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all at once, but was delivered and confirmed over a 
per iod of 40 or more years. 

B. 	 At first all revelation came directly; then 
for a period of time it was given both directly and 
through the medium of the written word; finally 
all revelation was committed to writing. 

C. 	We must understand correctly these steps in revel
ation to rightly divide the word. (2 Tim. 2:15.) 

I. THE PERIOD OF DIRECT REVELATION 

A. All 	 the revelation of Jesus to his disciples was 
given orally, or in a direct fashion. He never com
mitted a line to writing. {John 3:34; 8:28; 12:48; 
14:10; Heb. 1:1,2; 2:1-3.) 

B. 	 For about 20 years the apostles received and 
transmitted the word of God in the same direct 
manner. (Matt. 10:19,20,27; John 14:26; 16:13; 
Acts 2:1-4; Gal. 1:11,12; 2 Cor. 5:18-20.) 

C. 	As the early church spread, and since no written 
New Testament existed, other Christians were 
inspired to directly receive and teach God's will 
by imparted gifts, made possible by the laying on 
of the apostles' hands. (Acts 8:14-19; 19:1-6; Rom. 
1:11; 2 Tim. 1:6; 1 Cor. 14:1.) 

II. THE PERIOD OF BOTH DIRECT AND WRITTEN 
REVELATION 

A. By 	 a.d. 48 some of the New Testament was being 
committed to writing, but it would be at 
least 20 more years before it would all be avail 
able in written form. 

B. 	 During this period revelation was given by both 
methods: direct and written. 
1. 	The Galatian church received it in both ways. 

(Acts 16:6; 18:23; Gal. 1:6-12; 1:1; 6:11.) 
2. So 	 did the Thessalonian church. (l Thess. 1 :5; 

2:4; 5:27; 2 Thess. 2:15; 3:14.) 
3. 	The Corinthian church was well blessed with 

God's word from both sources. (1 Cor. 2:1-5; 
12; 14:37-40; 2 Cor. 2:9.) 

4. 	Timothy was a gifted preacher, but was also 
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commanded to acquire knowledge by reading 
and study. (l Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6; 1 Tim. 
3:14,15; 4:13; 2 Tim. 2:15.) 

C. 	During the periods of direct revelation, miracles 
were used to confirm the spoken and written 
word. (Mark. 16:15-20; Heb. 2:1-4.) 

III. 	THE PERIOD OF THE WRITTEN WORD 

A. 	Once the full revelation of God's will had been 
completed and confirmed, the miraculous ceased. 
(Mark 16:20; Heb. 2:1-4; 1 Cor. 13:9-12; Eph. 
4:8-13.) 
1. 	Had direct revelation been designed to continue, 

there would have been no need to commit any
thing to writing. 

2. 	But since the word has been written and con
firmed, there is no possibility of our going back 
to the period of direct revelation. 

B. 	 Why the word of God was committed to writing. 
1. 	That we might read and understand the apos

tolic message. (Eph. 3:1-5.) 
2. 	That we might believe and have eternal life. 

(John 20:30,31.) 
3. 	That we might have full joy. (l John 1:1-4.) 
4. 	That we might know how to behave in the house 

of God. (l Tim. 3;14,15.) 
5. 	That we might be able to contend for the faith 

once delivered. (Jude 3) 
C. 	What the written word contains. 

1. All 	we need to know to have eternal life. (John 
20:30,31.) 

2. All 	 necessary things that Jesus taught. (Acts 
1:1,2.) 

3. All we need for perfection. (2 Tim. 3:16,17.) 
4. All 	 that will be used as a standard of judgment. 

(Rev. 20:12-15; Rom. 2:16.) 
D. 	 The authority of the written word. 

1. 	 It is the word of God. (l Cor. 14:37.) 
2. 	Scripture cannot be broken. (John 10:35.) 
3. 	To wrest it brings damnation. (2 Pet. 3:15,16.) 
4. 	Not to go beyond what is written. (l Cor. 4:6.) 
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THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH 
(Hab. 2:4; Rom. 1 ;17) 

I. HABAKKUK LEARNED TO LIVE BY FAITH 

A. 	Habakkuk could see violence and iniqui ty abound
ing. How, he wondered, could God allow the 
wicked to go unpunished? (Hab.l:1-4.) 

B. 	 God responded that the Chaldeans would bring 
judgment to the offenders. But this again puzzled 
the prophet: how could God allow those even more 
wicked than the Jews to mete out the punishment? 
(Hab. 1:13.) 

C. 	Habakkuk is told to live by faith: God was still 
in control, and all sin would be punished. (Hab. 
2:3,4.) 
1. 	"The Lord is in his holy temple." He knows what 

is going on, and plans to deal with it. (Hab. 
2:20. 

2. His 	 judgments surely will come, though they 
may not come in just the time or the manner 
man would want or expect. (Hab. 2-4.) 

D. 	Habakkuk learned to live by faith. Even though 
the trees were barren and the fields yielded no 
food, he would maintain his faith that God was 
still in control -- he knew what he was doing. 
(Hab. 3:16-19.) 

IL 	APPLICAnON OF THE LESSON 

A. 	Examples of others who lived by faith. 
1. 	Abraham: (a) He left Ur, "not knowing whither 

he went." (Heb. 11 :8.). (b) He offered his son, 
"accounting that God was able to raise him up, 
even from the dead." (Heb. 11 :19.) 

2. 	Job: "Though he slay me, yet will I trust him." 
(Job. 13:15.) 

3. 	Joshua and Caleb: "We should go up and 
take possession of the land, for we can surely 
do it." (Num. 13:30.) 

4. 	Paul: (a) He learned contentment. (Phil. 4:11.) 
He could do all things through Christ. 
(Phil. 4:13.) He was ready to live or die 
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in order to serve Christ. (Acts 21: 13; Phil. 
1:23.) 

B. 	 Areas where a walk by faith is needed today. 
1. 	In God's plan of salvation. 

(a) 	God's plan is simply stated in the Scriptures. 
(Eph. 2:8,9; Tit. 3:5; John 3:16; Luke 13:3; 
Acts 8:37; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16.) 

(b) 	We challenge some of God's plan because we 
do not understand how or why such might be 
necessary. We need to learn to walk by 
faith. (Heb. 5:8,9.) 

2. 	In God's plan of worship. 
(a) 	The items of worship are clearly set forth 

by inspiration. (John 4 ;24; 1 Cor. 11: 1 ,23; 
Acts 20:7; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3;16; 1 Tim. 2:8; 
Col. 4:2; Acts 2:42; 2 Tim. 2:2; Matt. 28:19; 
1 Cor. 1:21; 16:1,2; 2 Cor. 9:7.) 

(b) Man, 	 unwilling to walk by faith, has taken 
out the Lord's supper, added the mechanical 
instrument, and made other unauthorized 
changes. (Gal. 1:6-10; Rev. 22:18,19.) 

3. When, 	 like Habakkuk, we see evil abound and 
good trampled in the street. (l Tim. 4:1-3; 
2 Tim. 3:13; Luke 21:28; 2 Thess. 1:7-9.) 

4. When 	life tumbles in on us, leading us to believe 
that God has forsaken us. (2 Cor. 4:8-14; 
5:1-7.) 

5. When 	 people (close friends, church members, 
family) let us down. (2 Tim. 4;17.) 

C. 	What a dramatic difference such faith could make 
in our lives! The Lord is in his holy temple; let 
us never forget that! 

DRAWING NEAR TO GOD 
(Psalm 73; Heb. 10:22-25) 

INTRODUCTION 

A. 	We have often been admonished to remain close to 
God, but why do we need to do so? 

B. 	 Can we not worship God in our own little sanctuary 
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separate and apart from the rest of the church? 
Is the assembly reaily ail that important 

C. 	The experience of David shows the dangers of such 
spiritual isolation, and why we need to assemble 
with the saints. 

I. 	 THE SPIRITUAL ILLNESS OF THE PSALMIST 

A. 	The seriousness of his malady: "My feet were al 
most gone; my steps had weil nigh slipped." (v. 2.) 

B. 	 His long absence from the Lord's house, and his 
constant association with the wicked had nearly 
destroyed his proper perspective of God. (vv. 3-12.) 
1. 	He became envlOUS of the prosperity of the 

wicked. 
2. 	Not only were they not punished in life, but even 

in death pain was absent. 
3. They did not suffer as other men did. 
1+. Their eyes stood out in fatness. 
5. 	Despite their corruption, they prospered, while 

David's good life was rewarded with plagues 
and chastening. 

C. 	Others have also made the same kind of obser
vations as David. 
1. 	 Job had also seen and wondered at the prosper

ity of the wicked. (Job. 27:7-11+.) 
2. 	The people of Malachi's day had observed the 

prosperity of the wicked, and concluded that 
it was vain to serve God. (Mal. 3:14,15.) 

3. Nor 	or we exempt: we often consider the luxury 
and wealth of the wicked, and wonder if serving 
God is really worth what it costs. 

II. 	 THE RECOVER Y OF THE PSALMIST 

A. 	 He had come close to apostasy because of his 
continual association with the wicked, and 
because he was learning to think as they thought. 

B. 	 But when he went into the sanctuary of God, he 
regained his perspective. 
1. 	 It helped him to understand their end. (v. 17.) 
2. 	It renewed his strength because he learned that 

God was continuaily with him. (v. 23.) 
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3. 	He saw that there was none,. either in heaven or 
on earth compared to God. (v. 25.) 

4. 	 He saw that the ultimate end of the wicked was 
destruction regardless of how he might prosper 
in this temporal realm. (v va. 18,19,27.) 

5. 	He saw how important it was to draw near to 
God. (v. 28.) 

C. 	Surely we can now see the importance of Christian 
assemblies. 
1. 	Evil companions corrupt good morals. (l Cor. 

15:33.) We are constantly exposed to profanity, 
vulgarities, adultery, dishonesty. These things 
can all to easily come to be looked upon as an 
acceptable way of life, unless we have some
thing to call us back to a proper perspective of 
time and eternity. 

2. 	 But when we assemble: (a) prayer calls attention 
to our dependence on God and our need of him; 
(b) singing makes us know how much more he is 
worthy or our adoration than any earthly thing; 
(c) communing allows us to see his love for us, 
calls our attention to the coming of our Lord 
and his promised reward; (d) teaching helps us 
to keep time and eternity in proper perspective; 
and (e) giving helps us to appreciate our pros
perity and develops in us the spirit of unself
ishness. 

D. 	One final observation: failure to assemble has long 
been noted as the first step to apostasy. Now we 
should better understand why. (Heb. 2:1-3.) 

COMPREHENDING THE LOVE OF CHRIST 
(Eph. 3;14-20 

I. 	 AN ETERNAL MYSTERY REVEALED-ALL MEN MAY 
BE HEIRS OF THE ABRAHAMIC PROMISE THROUGH 
JESUS CHRIST 

A. 	The Gentiles were predestined to sonship. 
1. 	Chosen in him from the beginning. (Eph. 1 :4,5.) 
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2. 	Redeemed through the blood of Christ. (Eph. 
1:7.) 

3. 	Predestined to an inheritance according to God's 
plan. (Eph.1:11.) 

4. 	Made one with the Jew in the body of Christ. 
(Eph. 2:12-17.) 

5. 	Together they are built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, growing into a holy 
temple of the Lord. (Eph. 2:19-22.) 

B. 	 The mystery of eternity is that all men, both Jew 
and Gentile, would be brought to God in one body. 
1. 	Not made knownin other ages, but now revealed: 

Gentiles are fellow heirs and partakers of the 
promise in Christ. (Eph. 3:1-6.) 

2. 	It was this doctrine that caused Paul to be im
prisoned. (Eph. 3;1,13; Acts 22:21-23.) 

3. 	This teaching is called the "unsearchable riches 
of Christ." (Eph. 3:8.) 

4. 	It was the "fellowship of the mystery," hidden in 
God from the beginning of the world. (Eph. 
3:9-11.) 

5. 	Through the revelation of this mystery angelic 
hosts have acquired a grand knowledge of the 
manifold wisdom of God. (Eph. 3:10; 1 Pet. 
1:11,12.) 

6. In 	 this glorious institution both the heavenly and 
earthly family of God are joined as one. (Eph. 
1:10; 3;14,15; Heb. 12:22-24.) 

II. 	ONLY BY COMPREHENDING THIS DOCTRINE CAN 
WE UNDERSTAND THE DEPTHS OF THE LOVE OF 
CHRIST 

A. 	The angels could see the development of the 
scheme of redemption through eternal planning 
(Ps. 40:6-8), symbolism (Heb. 10: 1), and prophecy 
(l Pet. 1:9-12); but they had to see the church in 
all its glory to fully understand the depths of God's 
manifold wisdom (Eph. 3:9-11). 

B. 	 God's love through Christ is so great as to compass 
all men, no matter what their status in life. 
1. 	It is extended to the most divergent extremes 
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of mankind: Jew and Gentile, bond and free, 
male and female, barbarian, Scythian, good and 
bad. (Col. 3:11; Rom. 1;14,15; Gal. 3:28,29.) 

2. 	What a broad concept to offer to a narrow
minded world: God loves us all. 
(a) 	He loved the Assyrian, said to be the most 

cruel of all men. 
(b) 	He loved the vindictive and blood-thirsty 

king Herod. 
(c) 	He loved Hitler and his murderous henchmen. 
(d) 	He loves the abortionist, the adulterer, the 

crooked politician, the rebellious teenager-
God even loves me! 

C. 	The ever living and growing holy temple of God. 
1. 	The Ephesians understood temples. They boasted 

of theirs: extraordinarily grounded, 425 feet in 
length, 220 feet in width, and supported by 107 
columns 60 feet tall. It took 250 years to 
complete it. 

2. 	But the temple of God is grounded in love (Eph. 
3:17-19); its foundation is Jesus and the apostles 
(Eph. 2:20); its length and breadth is not 
measured in feet but by the fact that it reaches 
to the farthest recesses of human habitation 
(Eph. 3:9); and its height reaches even to the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places 
(Eph. 3;10,14,15). 

D. Even principalities and powers 10 heavenly 
places can see the manifold wisdom, love, and 
eternal glory of God in the church of Christ. What 
a sordid reflection on man's conception of the 
love of God when he says, "The church is not 
essential," "One church is just as good as another," 
or "Join the church of your choice." 

E. 	 May we, like the principalities and powers, learn 
to see in the church the manifold wisdom of God 
that we might comprehend the love of Christ. 

/I Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
Throughout all ages, world without end. Am en./1 
(Eph. 2:21.) 
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JOEL, THE PROPHET OF PENTECOST 


I. JOEL AND THE TIME PERIOD OF HIS PROPHECY 

A. 	The name Joel is an abbreviated form of the names 
YHWH and Elohiym, meaning "Jehovah is God." All 
that is certainly known of him is that he was the 
son of Pethuel. (Joel 1:1.) But this takes nothing 
from the divine content of this book: often God's 
men were lost behind their messages -- mere 
voices in the wilderness. (Matt. 3:3.) 

B. 	 Joel is perhaps the oldest of the writing prophets, 
dating back to about 830 B.C. 

C. 	Joel grandly outlines the mountain-peaks of judg
ment and blessings of the people of God, pre
predicting the great Pentecost of a.d. 33 with its 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 
2:17-21), and taking us to the very time of the 
eternal judgment of God. (Joel 3:12,13.) 

D. 	An outline of this divine panorama may be lifted 
from the book itself: the Valley of Judgment 0:12), 
the Mountain of Zion (2:32), and the Valley of 
Decision 0;14.) 

II. THE VALLEY OF JUDGMENT 

A. 	The heathen were to be brought to the valley of 
Jehoshaphat for judgment. (Joel 3:12.) Jehosha
phat is the Hebrew YHWH and shapha t meaning "Je
hovah judges." It is not a geographical location, 
but a symbol of God's on-going judgments 
against sin and rebellion. 

B. 	 The judgment of the locust. 
1. 	This judgment was already a reality. Fruits and 

vegeta tion had been destroyed, and the 
land was left parched and burning. Animals 
groaned for relief. (Joel 1:4-20.) 

2. 	Locusts were no strangers to the East, but this 
horde was clearly a judgment of God against 
sin. Would it bring the people to repentance? 
if not, greater judgments would follow. (Joel 
1:13-18.) 
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C. 	The judgment of the Assyrians. 
1. 	The onslaught of the locusts was only a pre

amble to the coming invasion of the Assyrian 
army. (Joel 2:1,2,10,11.) 

2. 	To avoid this repentance must be manifested 
from the least to the greatest. (Joel 2:15-17.) 

3. 	No repentance was forthcoming, and the Assyri
ans destroyed the Northern Kingdom in 721 B.C. 

D. 	The on-going judgments of God. 
1. 	Judgment against sin did not end with the 

Assyrian conquest, nor with the Babylonian 
captivity nor the destruction of Jerusalem. 
We all must stand in the Valley of Judgment. 
(Joel 3:12.) 

2. 	Such on-going judgments serve to warn men of, 
and consummate in, the final judgment. (John 
5:14; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30,31; 2 Cor. 5:10.) 

3. Sin often bears its own judgment. 
(a) 	God is not mocked. (Gal. 6:7,8.) 
(b) 	 Those taking the sword shall perish with the 

sword. (Matt. 26:52.) 
(c) 	Goliath's sword made many widows, but also 

removed his own head. (l Sam. 17:51.) 
(d) 	Dogs licked the blood of Ahab in Naboth's 

vineyard. (l Kgs. 21; 19; 22:38.) 
(e) 	David took another man's wife; his own son 

Absalom took his. (2 Sam. 11:1-4; 16:21,22.) 
(f) Those who ravaged the holy nation were 

promised a speedy recompense. (Joel 
3:4-19.) 

(g) 	Homosexuality promises a recompense which 
is meet: disease, loneliness, and castigation. 
(Rom. 1:27.) 

(h) 	At the last alcohol bites like a serpent. 
(Pro. 23:32.) 

(1) 	 The quick slit of the surgeon's knife is not 
the end of abortion. (Gen. 9:6; Lev. 35:33.) 

III. 	THE HOLY MOUNTAIN OF ZION 

A. 	Zion (or Sion) was the hill on which the more 
ancient part of Jerusalem was built. (2 Sam. 5:7) 
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It gradually came to include all of Jerusalem. 
(Ps. 48:1.) 

B. 	 But to Joel it was far more than a geographical 
location: it was a spiritual Zion which would in
clude all flesh. 
1. 	 It is the church of Christ. (Joel 2:27; Rom. 

9:33.) 
2. 	It is God's spiritual house. (l Pet. 2:5,6.) 
3. 	It is the heavenly Jerusalem. (Heb. 12:13,22,23.) 
4. 	It is God's holy nation. (Gal. 6:16; 1 Pet. 2:6-9.) 
5. 	Its genealogy is spiritual, not fleshly. (Gal. 3:29.) 
6. 	Its borders are not circumscribed by geography 

nor ethnics. (Col. 3:11.) 
7. 	Its temple is its people. (Eph. 2;21,22.) 

C. 	The Holy Spirit poured out upon all flesh. 
1. 	Pentecost marked the beginning of this spiritual 

Zion and salvation for all -- old, young, men, 
women, slave and free. (Acts 2:21.) 

2. 	It was a terribly divided world into which the 
Holy Spirit entered on that notable day. 
(a) 	Jew and Gentile were filled with hatred for 

each other. (Acts 22:21-23.) 
(b) 	The Jews had no dealings with the Samari

tans. (John 4:9; Luke 9:54.) 
(c) Hebrews and Grecians would not worship 

together. (Acts 6:9.) 
(d) Half of the Roman Empire were slaves. 
(e) 	Men looked on women as chattel property: 

fickle, contentious, natures greatest misfit. 
3. 	What power could possibly affront such a sewer 

of pride, selfishness, prejudice, and hatred? 
Only the gospel of Christ. (Rom. 1:16.) 
(a) 	It equalized rich and poor. (Acts 2:43-46; 

4:34,35; Jas. 2:1-9.) 
(b). The Hebrew-Grecian dispute was settled once 

for all. (Acts 6:1-4.) 
(c) 	Jew and Samaritan beat their swords into 

plowshares. (Acts 8:12,13.) 
(d) 	Racial distinc tions were stamped out. (Ac ts 

8:26-39; Jer. 13:23; Acts 17:26.) 
(e) 	The middle wall of partition betwe en Jew 
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and Gentile broken down. (Eph. 2:12-17.) 
(f) 	Sexual distinctions gave way to the unifying 

power of the gospel. (Gal. 3:28.) 
4. In 	the church of Christ we bow to none, we look 

down on none. There are no masters, no rever
ends, no synagogue seats of honor. Human 
dignity is elevated, and human pride laid waste. 
The blessing of the Holy Spirit are for all flesh. 

IV. 	THE VALLEY OF DECISION 

A. 	The whole world stands in the Valley of Judgment. 
(Joel 3:2; Rom. 5:12; 1:18; 6:23.) 

B. But God's gift to us is eternal life. (Joel 3:17-21; 
John 3:16; 14:1-6; Acts 2:21.) 

C. We all stand in the Valley of Decision: we 
will either flee to the safety of the Mountain of 
Zion, or we will suffer God's wrath in the Valley 
of Judgment. The choice is ours. (Joel 3:14; Rev. 
22:17 .) 

HE 	FOUND NO PLACE FOR REPENTANCE 
(Heb. 12:17) 

INTR ODUCTION 

A. 	The value of a birthright. 
1. 	The firstborn was considered the father's dig

nity, strength, and excellency. (Gen. 49:3; 
Ps. 105:36.) 

2. 	He was to receive a double portion of the 
family inheritance. (Deut. 21:16,17.) 

3. 	Jehoshaphat gave his sons precious gifts, but 
his firstborn received the kingdom. (2 Chron. 
21:2,3.) 

4. So 	 the birthright not only involved inheritance, 
but a position of authority as well. 

B. 	 Some who forfeited their birthrights. 
1. 	Reuben for defiling his father's bed. (Gen. 

49:3,4.) 
2. 	Simeon and Levi for murder. (Gen. 49:5-10.) 
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3. 	Esau for a mess of pottage. (Gen. 25:29-34; 
Heb. 12:17.) 

I. ESAU FOUND NO PLACE FOR REPENTANCE 

A. In a moment of hunger he sold his birthright. 
1. 	 It is doubtful that this was a life or death situ

ation. It probably is more descriptive of the 
kind of character Esau was. (Heb. 12:16.) 

2. In 	 a decisive act of his foreknow ledge of these 
men's characters, God chose Jacob and hated 
(rejected) Esau. (Mal. 1:2-4; Rom. 9:10-13.) 

B. 	 So in a weak moment Esau sold his birthright -
his right to inheritance, and probably the right to 
serve as progenitor of the Messiah. What a loss 
for a moment of uncontrolled passion! 

C. 	But sadder still is the fact that the loss was for
ever. 
1. 	 He sought carefully to undo what he had done, 

even with tears, but no place was found for 
repentance. (Heb. 12: 17.) 

2. 	His character and rash action had set in motion 
a chain of events that he was absolutely help
less to recall or control. 
(a) 	His birthright could not be regained. 
(b) 	He probably lost an honorable place in the 

nation of Israel. 
(c) 	His descendants would be the fierce Edomites 

who eventually would face destruction. (Isa. 
34:5,6; 63:1-4.) 

(d) 	The bloody tyrant, Herod the Great, was of 
Edomite origin. 

II. 	 WE, LIKEWISE, ARE MAKING DECISIONS NOT 
SUBJECT TO REPENTANCE 

A. 	As our children grow up we may miss golden op
portunities to have them in Bible class, and to 
teach them the precious gospel. (Eph. 6:1-3; Deut. 
6:6-9.) No amount of tears will regain for us these 
lost opportunities, and countless generations may 
be influenced thereby. 

B. 	 In a moment of weakness, or to gain esteem among 

25 




peers, a young person may get into drug abuse. A 
flood of penitential tears will not wash away the 
physical and emotional damage. 

C. 	For the pleasure of the moment a person may com
promise his virtue. It is a decision that can never 
be reversed. (Pro. 7:6~27; 11:22; 2 Pet. 2:14.) 

D. When 	 you miss the worship, you have missed an 
opportunity you will never have again. 
1. 	You lose forever that opportunity to exert your 

influence for the good of the church in the 
community. 

2. You 	 teach your children the unimportant and 
secondary nature of the church. 

3. You 	 lose an important spiritual battle with 
Satan. It. will be much easier for him to tempt 
you to do the same thing again. 

4. You 	weaken seriously the church, and discourage 
faithful brethren who always stand on the 
firing line. 

E. 	 How tragic these losses are! But more tragic still 
is the fact that they are forever. We may change 
our whble way of life, and weep bitter tears of 
repentance; but the opportunities are lost: the 
things we have set in motion will continue 
for good or for bad down into eternity. 

HEARTFELT RELIGION 

INTRODUCTION 

A. A 	charge often made against churches of Christ is 
that we do not believe in heartfelt religion. 

B. 	 This charge stems mainly from a misunderstanding 
of what heartfelt religion is, and from the fact 
that we do not allow emotions to overcome reason. 

C. 	Emotion means a strong, generalized feeling such 
as love, hate, fear, or anger. Certainly we believe 
in these, but we believe that they must be kept 
within their proper and scriptural sphere, not used 
as 	an authority in religion. 
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I. 	 EMOTIONS ARE INVOLVED IN MANY ASPECTS OF 
LIFE 

A. 	The American Indians worked themselves into an 
emotional frenzy in their war dances. 

B. 	 The African witchdoctor uses emotions as part of 
his medicine. 

C. 	Demetrius effectively stirred the emotions of his 
fellow-craftsmen against Paul. (Acts 19:24-34.) 

D. 	The prophets of Baal were certainly super-charged 
with emotions on Mount Carmel. (1 Kgs. 18:26-29.) 

E. 	It was a highly emotional crowd which called for 
the blood of Jesus. (Matt. 27:20-24.) 

F. 	Jesus showed strong emotions when he cleansed 
the temple. (John 2;13-19.) 

G. 	Nothing could be more touching than Paul's 
emotional appeal to Agrippa -- "I know you be
lieve•.• " (Acts 26 :27.) 

H. 	Emotions are often found in connection with 
Christian service. 
1. 	Singing is the result of a merry heart. (Jas. 

5:13; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16.) 
2. 	Giving is with cheerfulness. (2 Cor. 9:6,7.) 
3. 	Prayer is the response of an afflicted heart. 

(Jas. 5;13.) Can anyone read David's prayer in 
Ps. 51 and deny that it was heartfelt? 

4. 	The Lord's supper is a very emotional experience 
as we remember the sufferings of Christ. 
o 	Cor. 11:26-29.} 

5. TeaChing 	 may be filled with strong emotion. 
(Acts 26:26-29.) 

6. 	Obedience to the gospel is a tremendous 
emotional experience. (Acts 8:8,39; 16:34.) 

B. 	 ABUSE OF THE EMOTIONS 

A. 	It is an abuse to use emotions as an authority in 
religion -- "I know I am right because I feel 
it in my heart." 
1. 	There is but one authority in religion: the word 

of God. (2 Tim. 3:16,17; 2 Pet. 1 :3; 1 Cor. 4:6; 
John 12:48; Gal. 1:6-11; Rev. 22:18,19.) 
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2. 	Paul serves as a good example of how unrE"liable 
conscience is as a guide. (Acts 23:1; 8:1-3.) 

3. 	The apostle knew the standard of judgment was 
not within himself. (1 Cor. 4:3,4; Jer. 10:23.) 

B. 	 Services where emotions are allowed to take con
trol are certainly not indications of heartfelt 
religion, and are condemned in the scriptures. 
(l Cor. 4:19,27,28,30,33-35.) 

FRUSTRATED GRACE 
(Luke 7:29,30; Gal. 2:21) 

I. WE HAVE SINNED AGAINST GOD, AND HE ALONE 
MAY DICTATE THE TERMS OF PARDON 

A. 	It is not in man to direct his own steps. (Jer. 
10:23.) 

B. 	 God's thoughts are not always what man would 
expect them to be. (Isa. 55:8.) 

C. 	A way that seems right to men may lead to death. 
(Pro. 14:12.) 

D. 	Jesus is the way. (John 14:6.) 

II. BAPTISM IS A PART OF GOD'S PLAN FOR PARDON 

A. 	 It is a part of the new birth. (John 3;5.) 
B. 	 It is connected with the remission of sins by both 

Christ and the apostles. (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 
22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21.) 

C. 	It is the means by which we gain entrance into 
Christ and into his body. (Rom. 6:3,4; Gal. 3:27; 
1 Cor. 12:13.) 

III. 	FRUSTRATING THE GRACE OF GOD 

A. 	The Pharisees and lawyers rejected (frustrated) the 
counsel of God when they rejected the baptism of 
John. (Luke 7:29,30.) Three key words will help 
to better understand this passage. 
1. 	 dikaioo, translated justify, means to put into a 

right relationship with God, to acquit, declare 
righteous, or show or prove to be right. 

2. 	atheteo. translated reject, means to annul, 
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make void, frustrate, to deprive a law of 
force by opinions or acts opposed to it. 
It 	is rendered in the AV as reject (Mark 7 :9), 
despise (Luke 10: 16), bring to nothing (1 Cor. 
1 : 19), and frus tra te (Gal. 2:21). 

3. 	boule, translated council, means purpose in
tention, plan, or decision. (Acts 20:27.) 

B. 	Thus we see that instead of showing God to be 
right by their obedience, as did the publicans, 
the Pharisees rejected, despised, or frustrated the 
intention of God, depriving his law of force by 
their opposition to it. 

C. 	Since God has the right to dictate the terms of 
pardon for sin, it is a declaration of the justice of 
God to do exactly what he says. 

D. When 	 we refuse even one requirement, such as 
the act of baptism, we reject or frustrate the 
entire plan of God. We cannot take it on a piece
meal basis. (Jas. 2:10.) 

E. 	 Like the publican who went into the temple to 
pray, we must recognize our total destitution in 
spiritual matters, and our total dependence on 
God to prov ide the means of redemption. (Luke 
1&:10-14.) 

ALMOST PERSUADED 
(Acts 26:2&) 

I. THE JUDGE - HEROD AGRIPPA II, 48-70 A.D. 

A. 	He was the great grandson of Herod the Great. 
He inherited his father's throne at age 17, and 
later received the dominions of Herod of 
Chalcis, Philip, and Lysanias. 

B. 	 He was a Jew and a master of both the scriptures 
and Jewish affairs. As a politician he was almost 
without equal. What a contrast to the ignorant 
Festus who did not recognize an argument when 
it hit him square in the face. (Acts 26:3,24.) 

C. 	Like most of the Herods, he Lived an immoral life 
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(he was consorting with his sister, former wife of 
Herod of Chalcis, when Paul appeared before him). 

II. THE PREACHER - THE APOSTLE PAUL 

A. 	He was converted in 36 a.d., and was martyred by 
the Romans in 69 a.d. He was a restless and fear
less preacher for 33 years, and during that time 
turned the world upside down for Christ. (Acts 
17:6.) 

B. 	 He was probably a former member of the 
prestigous Sanhedren Court, and had given his voice 
(psephos, literally a small pebble used for voting) 
against Christians. (Acts 26:10.) He knew the 
awesome power of the courts. 

C. 	He had lived a great life, but perhaps this was his 
finest hour. In aU probability it reveals the heart 
of Paul more than any other event in his life. 

III. 	THE PROBLEM ALMOST PERSUADED, OR A 
FACETIOUS KING? 

A. 	Translations which indicate Agrippa was almost 
persuaded to become a Christian. 
1. 	"Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian." 

(AV} 
2. You 	almost persuade me to become a Christian. II 

(NKJV) 
3. 	"'Much more of this, Paul,' returned Agrippa, 

'and you will be making me a Christian. III 

(Phillips) 
B. 	Translations which indicate the king was being 

facetious. 
1. 	"But with 11 ttle persuasion thou wouldest fain 

make me a Christian." (ASV) 
2. "In 	a short time you think to make me a Chris

tian!" (RSV) 
3. 	"Do you think that in such a short time you can 

persuade me to be a Christian?" (NIV) 
4. 	"You're trying to persuaded me... that with a 

little effort you've made me a Christian!" (New 
Testament in the Language of Today) 

5. 	Hln this short time you think you will make me 
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a 	Christian?" (TEV) 
6. "You 	think it will not take much to win me over 

and make a Christian of me." (NEB) 
7. 	"With trivial proofs like these, you expect me 

to become a Christian?" (TLB, Paraphrased) 
C. 	But whether Agrippa was almost persuaded or just 

ridiculing the apostle is of minor significance; but 
Williams catches the real heart of the passage: 
"Then Agrippa answered Paul, 'in Brief you are 
trying to persuade me and make a Christian of 
me. III 
1. 	Imagine that: a man on trial for his life! But 

instead of defending himself, he is trying to 
convert the judge. 

2. Nor 	 did the apostle defend Paul before Felix: 
he rather reasoned with him of righteousness, 
temperance, and judgment to come. (Acts 
24:25.) 

D. 	Can you fathom such zeal for the gospel of Christ? 
What would be on your mind if you Were on trial 
for your life: preaching the gospel, or defending 
yourself? 
Paul was truly "set for the defence of the gospel." 
(Phil. 1:17.) 

"THE LITTLE LORD JESUS" 

INTRODUCTION 

A. 	The ever-popular Christmas carol says: 
"Away in a manger, No crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head... 
The cattle are lowing, The poor baby wakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, No crying he makes..." 

B. 	 We relish the manger scene, the gifts of the wise 
men, the song of the angels, exchanging our own 
gifts, the spirit of the season; but, strangely, the 
Bible is silent about the day, month, even the year 
(probably in 4 B.C.) of our Lord's birth 

C. 	The birthday of Christ seems to have had no theo
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logical significance for early Christians. Strange 
indeed! Or is it? 

I. THE BffiLE PLACES EMPHASIS ON A CRUCIFIED 
SAVIOUR, NOT A BABE IN A MANGER 

A. This 	 is not to play down the importance of the 
virgin birth of Christ, but rather to get things in 
their proper perspective. 

B. 	 Note how his death burial, and resurrection have 
been memorialized. 
1. 	An event to memorialize his death -- the Lord's 

supper. (Matt. 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11 :27-30; Acts 
2:42; 20:7.) 

2. An 	 event to memorialize his burial -- baptism. 
(Rom. 6:3,4; Col. 2:11,12; Heb. 10:22; Rev. 1:5.) 

3. An 	event to memorialize his resurrection-
the Lord's day. (Mark 16:9; Rev. 1;10; Heb. 
10:25; 1 Cor. 16:1,2.) 

C. 	But why our shift in emphasis? It is simple: 
a baby makes no demands ("no crying he makes"), 
gives no marching orders, draws no blood. 
1. 	But the death of Christ demands our death to 

sin. (Gal. 2:20; Rom. 6:1-6; 2 Cor. 5:17.) 
2. His 	 resurrection demands our resurrection to 

a new life. (Col. 3:1-5; Matt. 8:22; Luke 14:26; 
John 6:53-55; Matt. 20:22,23.) 

D. 	It is relatively easy to bow by the manger of the 
little Lord Jesus, but it is vastly more difficult 
to march under the banner of a crucified and 
risen Lord. (John 6:60.) 

II. 	 THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRIST'S DEATH 

A. 	It procured our redemption. (l Pet. 1:18,19; Eph. 
1:7.) 

B. 	 It brings our sanctification. (Heb.10:9,10.) 
C. 	It is a means of remission of sins. (Heb. 9:22-28.) 
D. 	It propitiates our sins. (Rom. 3:25.) 

By it we are brought near to God. (Eph. 2:13.) 
F. 	We are washed by his blood. (Rev. 7:13,14.) 
G. 	Through his blood we have eternal redemption. 

(Heb. 9:12.) 
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H. 	One of the major problems of Christmas is that 
it shifts the emphasis from the cross to the man
ger; but we must leave it where God has placed 
it. (Gal. 6:14.) 

SELLING TOO CHEAPL Y 

INTRODUCTION 

A. 	The Dead Sea Scrolls were originally sold for about 
$28.00. They were later sold to the State of 
Israel for $250,000.00. 

B. 	 Esau sold his birthright for a mess of pottage. 
(Gen. 29:25-34; Heb. 12:16,17.) 

C. 	Achan sold his rights in the holy nation for a 
Babylonish garment, 200 shekels of silver, and a 
wedge of gold. (Jos. 7:1,20-26.) 

D. 	Saul sold his kingdom for a few cows. (l Sam. 15.) 
E. 	 Judas sold his Saviour for .30 pieces of silver. 

(Matt. 26:14-16.) 
F. 	These are examples of things sold too cheaply, 

but other things are vastly undersold as well. 

I. WE SELL THE CHURCH TOO CHEAPLY 

A. 	 It was planned by God in e terni ty. (Eph. 3 :9-11.) 
B. 	 It was built by Jesus himself. (Matt. 16:18.) 
C. 	It was purchased with the blood of Christ (Acts 

20:28; 1 Pet. 1:18,19.) 
D. God 	 placed his only Son as head over it. (Eph. 

1:22,23; Col. 1:18.) 
E. 	 It is the place where man is reconciled to God. 

(Eph. 2:14-16.) 
F. 	Yet we say that the church is not essential: that 

one church is just as guod as another, and 
that men need not to be a part of it in order to 
be saved. That is selling the church too cheaply. 

II. WE SELL OUR FAMILIES TOO CHEAPLY 

A. We deprive them of Bible study for an extra 
hour's sleep, or for time on the beach. (Eph. 
6:1-4; Deut. 6:7-9.) 
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B. 	 We deprive them of our time in exchange for 
material possessions, television, or social activi
ties. (Pro. 17 :6; Ps. 127:3-5.) 

C. 	Sacrificing them for such frivllous things is selling 
them far too cheaply. 

III. 	WE SELL OUR ABILITIES TOO CHEAPLY 

A. 	We might refuse to lead a song, teach a class, or 
do personal work. We excuse ourselves by saying 
we just cannot do it. (Heb. 5:12.) 

B. 	 Paul said he could do all things through Christ who 
strengthened him. (Phil. 4;13.) 

C. 	We are fearfully and wonderfully made (Ps. 
139:14); we sell ourselves too cheaply when we 
insist on burying our talents. (Matt. 25:14-30.) 

IV. 	WE SELL OUR SOULS TOO CHEAPLY 

A. 	Ananias and Sapphira sold theirs for false praise 
of men. (Acts 5:1-10'> So did the chief rulers. 
(John 12:42,43.) The rich man sold his for money 
(Mark 10:17-22), and demas for the love of the 
world (2 Tim. 4;10). 

B. 	 We may sell our souls for a moment of passion, 
a mess of pottage, or a little more time in Satan's 
service; but whatever the exchange price, we have 
sold too cheaply. (Matt. 16:24-26.) 

WHAT MAKES CHRISTIANS DIFFERENT? 

I. NOT SINLESS PERFECTION, BUT SINS FORGIVEN 

A. 	Christians are often accused of thinking themselves 
better than other people. This is not so; no Chris
tian lives beyond sin or failure. (Rom. 3:23; Jas. 
3:1,2; 1 John 1:8-2:1.) 

B. 	 But a Christian does enjoy the forgiveness of sins 
through Jesus Christ. This makes him different 
from the world. (Eph. 1:7; 1 John 2:2; Rev. 1:5 

I 5:9; Heb. 8:12.)
<t. 	 In this sense Christians are perfect. (Heb. 10:14.) 
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II. NOT 	 SINLESS PERFECTION, BUT A PERFECT AS
PIRATION 

A. 	Our Lord commands perfection. (Matt. 5:48.) 
B. 	 We have not yet reached that goal, but we con

stantly strive to do so. (Phil. 4:13,14.) 
C. 	Faithful Christians labor to bring every thought 

and action into harmony with the will of Christ. 
(2 Cor. 10:5.) 

III. NOT 	 SINLESS PERFECTION, BUT A PERFECTLY 
SINLESS SAVIOUR 

A. 	He is a Lamb without blemish. (I Pet. 1:18,19.) 
B. 	 He need not offer for his own sins as would a less 

perfect priest. (Heb. 7 :24-28.) 
C. While we are not perfect on our own, we have a 

perfect Saviour who has borne our sins, that we 
should live unto righteousness. (I Pet. 2:22-25.) 

IV. 	NOT SINLESS PERFECTION, BUT A SINLESS DES
TINY 

A. This 	life is a constant struggle sin and ungodliness. 
(Rom. 7:14-24.) 

B. 	 But we await redemption from this body of death. 
(Rom. 8:22,23.) 

C. 	We have his promise of a home where nothing can 
enter which will in any way defile us. (Rev. 
21 :4-8,27.) 

D. 	Someday as Christians we hope to have our vile 
body fashioned like his glorious body. (Phil. 3:2l.) 

THE PURPOSE OF BAPTISM 

I. THE 	 PURPOSE OF AN ACT DOES MAKE A DIF
FERENCE 

A. An 	 animal could be killed for food at any place 
one might choose; but when it was for sacrifice, 
only the designated place was acceptable. (Deut. 
12:13-15.) 

B. 	 The Lord's supper was a commanded memorial, But 
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it was sin to eat it as a common meal. (1 Cor. 
11:17-34.) 

C. 	Circumcision might be done as an act of conces
sion, but not as a requirement of law. (Acts 
16:1-3; Gal. 2:3-5.) 

D. 	Hands may be washed for cleanliness, but not as 
an act of religious service. (Matt. 15:1-9.) 

E. 	 In all of the above examples the purpose of the 
action was a significant factor. The same is true 
of baptism. 

II. THE PURPOSE OF BIBLE BAPTISM 

A. 	 In order to obtain salvation. (Mark 16:16; 1 Pet. 
3:21.) 

B. 	For the remission of sins. (Acts 2:38.) 
C. 	That sins might be washed away. (Acts 22:16.) 
D. 	That we might put on Christ and enjoy the benefits 

of his death. (Gal. 3:27; Rom. 6:1-5.) 

III. THE PURPOSE OF DENOMINATIONAL BAPTISM 

A. 	Some declare it to be not essential to salvation, 
but simply a means of entrance into visible church 
membership. 

B. 	 Some even change it from a burial to a mere 
sprinkling or pouring of water on the candidate. 

C. 	Some, such as the Salvation Army and Quakers, do 
not even baptize at all. 

D. 	But all almost unanimously agree that one is saved 
by faith alone; and that baptism has nothing to do 
with salvation or the remission of sins. 

IV. 	WHY WERE YOU BAPTIZED? 

A. 	If you were baptized in denominationalism, chances 
are that you were baptized believing you were al
ready saved, and that what you were doing had 
nothing to do with your salvation. If purpose is 
important to God (and we believe we have estab
lished that it is), then you have not been 
Scripturall y baptized. 

B. 	 Would you want to go into eternity with the wrong 
baptism? (See Acts 19:1-5.) 
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THE SHIELD OF FAITH 
(Eph.6:12-17} 

INTRODUCTION 


A. 	 Satan constantly assails us: we become wounded, 
discouraged, angry, or despondent. We need a 
shield of faith. 

B. By 	 it we can overcome the fiery darts of 
the wicked. (Eph. 6:16.) 

I. 	PAUL'S SHIELD OF FAITH: HE KNEW WHOSE HE 
WAS 

A. 	He knew in whose service he suffered. (Acts 
27:23; 2 Tim. 1:12.) 

B. 	 He knew his purchase price. (Acts 20:28; Eph. 
5:25; 1 Pet. 1:18,19; Rev. 1:5.) 

C. 	He knew that he was a part of the temple, and 
that God lived in him. (l Cor. 3:16,17; 2 Cor. 
6:16; 1 Cor. 6:19,20; Eph. 2:21,22.) 

D. 	 He was persuaded that God had the power to keep 
whatever he had committed to him. (2 Tim. 1 :12.) 
1. 	In the presence of death this faith served as a 

shield. (Acts 20:25; 2 Tim. 4:6-8.) 
2. 	He knew God could give a song in the night 

(Job 35:10), praise in a prison (Acts 16:25), and 
joy in persecution (Matt. 5:11,12). 

II. 	 OUR PRESENT NEED OF SUCH A SHIELD OF FAITH 

A. As 	 preachers we often feel that we have been 
taken advantage of financially, time-wise, or by 
harsh judgments (preachers are often judged more 
strictly than others). We must not feel discouraged 
or become disgruntled, but remember whose we 
are and whom we serve. (l Cor. 4: 1 0-13; 2 Cor. 
6:1-10.) 

B. 	 On the job one may think he is mistreated, over
worked, discriminated against, or passed over for 
promotions. F ai th can act as a shield because one 
knows he is working for the Lord. (Eph. 6:5-8.) 

C. 	A wife often needs a shield of faith to cope with 
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an 	overbearing, demanding, or unchristian husband. 
1. 	God's plan is for a woman to be in submission to 

her husband. (l Cor. 11 :3; Eph. 5:23; Col. 3;18; 
1 Pet 3:1-8.) 

2. 	Such submission can be a galling experience 
when one is bound to an unreasonable mate. A 
shield of faith can make subjection much easier, 
knowing the service is rendered to the Master, 
not just to a mean, inconsiderate marriage 
partner. (Eph. 5:22.) 

D. 	A shield of faith wHl protect us against unjust 
criticism. 
1. 	It seems to be the profession of some to be 

mote-hunters. (Matt. 7:1-5.) 
2. 	Others misrepresent us religously. They accuse 

us of thinking we can be saved by our own works 
of merit, or that we teach water salvation. Or 
we may be called narrow-minded bigots because 
we teach there is only one way. 

3. 	Paul received the same kind of fiery darts. 
(a) 	Called contemptible and weak. (2 CorlO:l0.) 
(b) 	Considered rude in knowledge. (2 Cor. 11 :6.) 
(d Accused of being a liar: a yes and no man. 

(2 Cor. 1: 17,18.) 
(d) 	Falsely labeled as teaching people to sin that 

grace might abound. (Rom. 6:3,4; 3:8.) 
4. 	But a Christian finds no shame in such mis

representations and half-truths; rather, he finds 
cause in them to glorify God. (1 Pet. 4:16.) 

E. 	 A shield of faith will make us more dedicated ser
vants. 
1. 	As Christians we are to wash feet (John 13:14; 

1 Tim. 5:9,10), feed our enemies (Rom. 12:20), 
and teach those who do not want to be 
taught (2 Tim. 2:25; Jude 23). 

2. 	Our money and our time are often spent, and 
seemingly to no avail; we become discouraged. 

3. 	But we must remember that every act rendered 
is a service to Christ, and will be rewarded. 
(Matt. 25:34-40; 9:42.) 

4. 	Knowing whose we are and whom we serve keeps 
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us from becoming discouraged in our labor of 
love. 

FALSE PROPHETS 

INTRODUCTION 

A. By 	 Jeremiah's day Israel's prophets spoke false 
visIons, divinations, and the deceit of their own 
hearts -- and the people loved it so. (Jer. 5:30,31; 
14:14.) 

B. 	 What had happened to bring the prophetic office to 
such a state is a sad story, but one that must be 
told. 

I. THE PROPHETIC CRITERIA 

A. 	The prophetic office was a gift from God, a posi
tion of divine calling or selection. (Deut. 18:15,18; 
2 Pet. 1:20,21; Jer. 1:5; 20:9.) 

B. 	The true prophets were selected from among the 
covenant people. (Deut. 18:15,18.) Ignoring this 
qualification was one of Israel's greatest mistakes. 
(See Num. 22; 2 Pet. 2:15; Jude 11; Rev. 2:14.) 

C. 	The true prophets manifested superhuman know
ledge of future events. (Deut. 18:22; John 14:26.) 
1. 	Joel could see Pentecost 830 years before the 

event (Joel 2 :28-30), Isaiah called Cyrus by name 
many decades before he was born (Isa. 44:28), 
and Jeremiah envisioned Jerusalem burning be
fore the Babylonian torch had been ignited (Jer. 
38:17,18.) 

2. In 	 contrast to this William Miller predicted the 
return of Christ in 1843 and 1844; and Jehovah's 
Witnesses pulled the same kind of fiasco in 1975. 

D. 	The true prophets might exercise miraculous power. 
1. 	Aaron turned his rod to a serpent (Ex. 7:9,10), 

Eli jah called for a drought (1 Kgs. 17:1), and 
twice called down from heaven (2 Kgs. 
1:10-12). Elisha sweetened the bitter water 
and defied gravity. (2 Kgs. 2:19-22; 6:1-7.) 
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2. 	But even such signs were not considered con
clusive, other things not being equal. (Deut. 
13:1-3.) 

E. 	The prophet's teaching had to harmonize with all 
previous certified revelation. (Deut. 13:4,5.) 
1. 	Here is the acid test. Charismatics live in flag

rant violation of this rule. 
(a) 	If a tongue is used, let it be interpreted. 

(l Cor. 14:13,14.) 
(b) No 	more than two or three to speak. (1 Cor. 

14:27.) 
(c) 	If no interpretor, keep silent. (l Cor. 14:28.) 
(d) Women are to keep silent. (1 Cor. 14:34.) 

2. Many 	 so-called miracle workers could care less 
about Bible teaching. (l Cor. 14:37.) 

n. 	THE METHODS OF FALSE PROPHETS 

A. 	 Nine enchantments are listed whereby false pro
phets try to induce God to give revelation. 
(Deut. 18: 1 0-12.) 

B. 	 What a contrast! God gives his message to his 
prophets; false prophets obtain theirs by human 
sacrifice, observing insects, looking into the liver, 
or reading tea leaves. Such things are an 
abomination to God. 

III. 	THE FALSE PROPHETS OF ISRAEL 

A. 	Israel's affair with false prophets is best illustrated 
by her liaison with the demoralizing worship of 
Baal. 

B. 	 God had warned against this lascivious worship, but 
first Israel, then Judah, was ensnared by it. (Deut. 
23:17,18,NASV; Judges 2:11; 3:7; 1 Sam. 12:10; 
2 Kgs. 25:5-11.) 

C. 	It was through the work and teaching of the false 
prophet Balaam that Israel was taught this sin. 
(Num. 31:16; 2 Pet. 2:14,15; Rev. 2:14; see also 
Num. 25:1-5,9.) 

D. 	We must never underestimate the destructive 
power and influence of one false teacher. 
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IV. 	THE DEVEST A TING RESULTS OF FALSE PROPHETS 

A. 	It does make a difference what we believe -- our 
belief makes us what we are. 
1. 	Hitler's belief about a super race made him a 

murderous maniac. 
2. 	Khomenini believes: "The purest joy in Islam is 

to kill and be killed for Allah." This belief 
makes him what he is. 

3. 	What Jezebel believed made her what she was. 
(Rev. 2:20.) 

li-. 	 As false doctrine changes our belief it also 
changes our standard and our relationship to 
God. (Pro. li-:23; 23:6; Mark 7:21,22; Matt. 
7:15,16; 2 Thess. 2:11,12.) 

B. 	 False prophets led Israel from her high calling as 
a holy people to the basest sort of immorality. 
(Jer. 7:8-10; Hos. li-:1,2,12,18; Amos 2:6; Isa. 
1 :5,6; 28:7,8.) 

C. 	They gave her a false sense of security. (Jer. 5:12; 
6:13,1li-; 27:9,10; Hos. 7:8,11.) 

D. 	False prophets led Israel to her destruction. 
1. 	She had sown the wind, she would have 

to reap the whirlwind. (Hos. 8:7; Isa. 28:15-18; 
li-7:12-1li-; Hos. 1 :6.) 

2. In 	 721 B.C. the Assyrians laid waste the North
ern Kingdom. (Hos. 13:16; 2 Kgs. 17:24.) 

3. 	Babylon destroyed Jerusalem in 588 B.C. (2 Kgs. 
25:7-9 

4. 	The nation was brought to an end by the Romans 
in 70 a.d. (Luke 19:42,43; Deut. 18:18; Acts 
3:22,23; Matt. 23:37,38; Luke 19:41-44; Matt. 
2li-:4-35.) 

5. 	But in reality Rome did not destroy Jerusalem, 
the false prophets did; Rome only came to 
devour the corpse. (Matt.23:34-38; 24:28.) 

V. 	HAVE WE LEARNED THE LESSON? 

A. 	What a price to pay for following blind guides! 
(Matt. 15:14.) Israel had so much (Rom. 9:4; Acts 
7:53); but now only their dust and ashes await the 
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eternal judgment of the great day_ (2 Pet. 2:14-16; 
Rev. 19:20.) 

B. 	 But have we learned from the blood that cries 
from the ground? 
1. 	We have revived all the forbidden practices of 

human sacr if ice, astrology, divinations, wi tch-· 
craft, and even outright Satan worship. 

2. We 	 pay homage to drugs and illicit sex. Sodom
ites attach themselves to the house of God, 
boasting 3 out of 10 of our citizens. 

3. 	Pornographic magazines idolize sex, and blas
pheme Jesus Christ. 

4. 	Abortionists destroy one and one-half million 
babies annually. 

5. 	Humanism dominates the classroom with man's 
self-sufficiency doctrine, and even the pUlpit 
attacks the existence of God and the infallibility 
of the Bible. 

6. 	We are certainly on a collision course with hell. 
C. 	But what can we do to avoid this collision? 

1. 	We must recognize the deadly nature of false 
doctrine, and never allow it to take root among 
us. (2 Cor. 4:1-4; 11:3,13-15; 2 Pet. 2:19; 
2 Thess. 2:11,12; 2 Tim. 3:1-6; 2 Pet. 2:1-3; 
Rev. 19:20.) 

2. 	We must face the ever-present danger of false 
teach.ers invading our own ranks, and mark them 
accordingly. (Matt. 24:11; 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Tim. 
3:1-8; 4:1-4; 2 Pet. 2:1-3; Rom. 16:17,18; Gal. 
1:6-11; 2:3-5; Isa. 58:1.) 

3. 	Finally we must anchor our faith in the infallible 
scriptures, believing them to be a complete 
guide in all religious matters. (John 20:30,31; 
2 Pet. 1 :3; 2 Tim. 3:16,17; Rev. 22:18,19.) 

GOD'S HOLY NAnON 
(I Pet. 2:9) 

I. THE MEANING OF THE TERM HOLINESS 

A. 	The Hebrew qodesh means apartness or sacredness. 
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1. 	It was applied to garments (Lev. 16:4), 
vessels (l Chron. 22:19), the tithe (Lev. 27:30), 
the first loaves of a new harvest (Lev. 23:20), 
perfume (Ex. 30:34-38), and shewbread (l Sam. 
21 :5). 

2. 	Basically it designated anything that had been 
set apart for the service of God. 

B. 	 Opposite of qodesh stands the Hebrew chalal, a 
term meaning to pollute, defile, or profane. 
1. 	An altar could be polluted by the use of an un

authorized tool in its construction. (Ex. 20:25.) 
2. Any 	 holy sacrifice was profaned when an un

authorized person ate of it. (Lev. 19:8.) 
3. 	God's name was holy, but could be profaned by 

irreverent usage. (Eze. 39:7.) 
4. 	Belshazzer profaned the vessels of the temple 

by using them in secular service. (Dan. 5:1-23.) 
C. 	Priests in Israel were strictly warned to make a 

distinction between the holy (items set apart for 
service) and the profane (unauthorized things). 
(Lev. 10:10; Eze. 22:26.) 

II. 	 THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS GOD'S HOLY NA nON 

A. It 	is his called out -- a people separated from the 
world, and dedicated to his service. 
1. 	Called to be saints, sanctified. (l Cor. 1:1,2.) 
2. 	Called to be separate from the world. (2 Cor. 

6:14-18.) 
3. 	Chosen in him to be holy. (Eph. 1 :4; 5:27; 

1 Pet. 1:15,16.) 
B. 	 It honors the name of its God. 

1. 	The tetragrammaton YHWH (Jehovah) was not pro
nounced by the Jews lest they profane that holy 
name. Instead they said adonai (Lord). 

2. 	The Hebrew letters yod (10) and he (5) would be 
the usual way to write the numeral 15. But 
since these were the first two letters in the 
name of Jehovah, teth (9) and vau (6) were writ 
ten instead. In these, and in other ways, Israel 
made conscious efforts to keep from polluting 
the name of God. 
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3. 	Christians, llkewise, are to honor the name of 
God. (Ps. 111:9; Matt. 6:9.) There is no place 
in the Christian's vocabulary for profane lan
guage or irreverent jokes about God and things 
holy. 

C. 	It has a holy priesthood, and thus a sanctified wor
ship. (l Pet. 2:5; Heb. 12:28,29, RSV.) 
1. 	Only items made holy (set apart for use) by God 

may be used in his worship without profaning 
it. (Matt. 15:1-9; Col. 2:20-23.) 

2. While 	there is nothing morally wrong with instru
mental music, bead counting, incense, etc., they 
have not been authorized, and would thus pol
lute the worship. (Rev. 22:18,19; 1 Cor. '+:6.) 

D. 	Its members must be holy in conversation or man
ner of life. (l Pet. 1:15; Rom. 12:1,2; Eph. 5:1-6.) 

E. 	 Its women must be holy in the sphere of subjection 
and modesty. (I Pet. 3:1-6; 1 Tim. 2:9-15; Titus 
2:3.) 
1. 	An exposition of 1 Timothy 1 :9. 

(a) 	katastole (apparel): "Deportment, outward, 
as it expresses itself in clothing, as well as 
inward." Arndt-Gingrich 

(b )kosmios (modest): "well-arranged. seemly, 
modest." Thayer 

(c) 	aidos (shamefacedness): "A sense of shame, 
modesty: (syn. aidos, aischune... accordingly 
aidos is prominently objective in its refer
ence, having regard to others; while 
aischune is subjective, making reference to 
one's self and one's action. It is often said 
that aidos precedes and prevents the shame
ful act, aischune reflects upon its conse
quences in the shame it brings with it..." 
Thayer 

2. 	Thus a woman's clothing is not only to be well 
arranged outwardly, but is also to be an expres
sion of her inward modesty and purity. She 
also considers what effect it would have on 
the opposite sex and dresses accordingly. 
(Matt. 5:27,28.) 
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Children must also be reared in a holy relationship. 
(1 Cor. 7:14.) 
1. 	This does not mean that a child born to un

believing parents is born in sin. It rather shows 
that in a home where only one parent is a 
Chr istian, children can be dedicated to God: 
trained and prepared for his service. 

2. So 	 like Lois and Eunice {2 Tim. 5:1; Acts 16:1; 
2 Tim. 3:14,15), Christian parents need to dedi
cate their children to God, even though they 
have to do it alone. 

G. To 	 be God!s holy nation we must be holy 
in every aspect of life. (Heb. 12:14.) 

BE SURE YOUR SIN WILL FIND YOU OUT 
(Num. 32:23) 

INTRODUCTION 
A. 	Gad and Asher wanted to settle east of Jordan, and 

promised to help Israel gain control of the rest of 
the land. If they did not, they were warned, "Be 
sure your sin will find you out." 

B. 	 Notice that he did not say that other people would 
find out about their sins; but rather "your sins will 
find you out. I! 

C. 	The same remains true for us today. 

I. 	GOD EXPOSES AND PUNISHES SIN 

A. God!s 	 justice demands punishment for sin. (Gen. 
3:2,3; Ex. 20:5; 18:20; Rom. 6:23.) 

B. 	 In many ways, even in the act itself, we see this 
required retribution. 
1. 	"Thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the 

ground.1! (Gen. 4:10.) 
2. 	"If these should hold their peace, the stones 

would immediately cry out." (Luke 19:40.) 
3. "The way of 

13:15.) 
4. "God is not m
5. "The wages 

the 

ocked." 
of 

transgressors is 

(Gal. 6:7.) 
sin is death." 

hard.!! 

(Rom. 

(Pro. 

6:23.) 
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6. 	The land itself demands retribution. (Lev. 
35:33.) 

7. 	David, with the power of a king and a power
ful army, could not hide sin. (2 Sam. 11 ,12.) 

C. 	Outside the Bible, experience itself teaches us 
that sin co11ects its wages. 
1. 	"The mills of the gods grind slowly, but they 

grind exceedingly fine," 
2. 	No crime can be called perfect. Some witness, 

fingerprint, or other tell-tale mark of evidence 
wi11 be left behind. Even the guilty conscience 
takes up the chase. 

II. 	 BE SURE YOUR SIN WILL FIND YOU OUT 

A. Sin 	 will find you out in your face: it leaves a 
slimy, well-marked trail. 
1. 	Look at the poker face of the gambler, the 

plastered smile of the crooked politician, the 
ruptured viens of the drunkard -- what you 
are shows in your face. 

2. 	!IFor as he thinketh in his heart, so is he." 
(Pro. 23:7.) 

It Shows on Your Face 

You don't have to te11 how you live each day; 
You don't have to say if you work or play. 
For a tried, true barometer stands in its place: 
However you live, it shows on your face. 

The envy and hatred you bear in your heart 
Does not stay inside where it first got its start. 
For sinew and blood are a thin veil of lace: 
What you bear in your heart, you show on your 

face. 

If you gambled and won in the great game of life; 
If you feel you have conquered both sorrow and 

strife; 
If you played the game fair, and stand on first 

base: 
You don't have to tell folks, it shows on your 

face. 

46 




If your life is unselfish, if for others you live, 
Not for what you can get, but for what you can 

give. 
If you live close to God in His infinite grace: 
You don't have to tell it, it shows on your face. 

B. Sin will find you out in your body_ 
1. God 	 said to Eve after her sin, flI will greatly 

multiply thy sorrow and thy conception." (Gen. 
3:16.) 

2. 	Observe the alcoholic or the prostitute: you 
hardly see them as the picture of health and 
happiness. (Pro. 23:29-35; 11 :22.) 

3. A 	grumbling, ungrateful, critical disposition will 
lead to indigestion, ulcers, and more serious 
diseases -- sin will find you out. 

C. 	Sin will find you out in your character. 
1. 	The worst thing about alcohol is not its weaken

of resistance, brain or liver damage; it is the 
change it brings to character. 

2. 	For drink a man will beat his wife, starve his 
chlldren, destroy his home, and lose his soul. 

3. 	The same blight of character is seen in the 
gambler, adulterer, or thief. 

D. Sin will find you out in your children. 
1. 	Iniquity visited to fourth generation. (Ex. 20:5.) 
2. 	David destroyed a man's family by adultery. 

(2 Sam. 11 :12.) Amnon raped his sister (2 Sam. 
13), and Absalom killed him (2 Sam. 13). Ab
salom committed adultery with David's own 
concubines. (2 Sam. 16:20-23.) 

3. 	Sixty per cent of the children born blind are 
such as a result of venereal disease. 

E. Sin will find you out in a guilty conscience. 
1. 	Observe the pitiful prayer of David in Ps. 51. 
2. 	Feel Paul's pain over Christians martyred for 

the cause of Christ. (l Cor. 15:9.) 
F. 	Sin will find you out in judgment and in hell. 

o Tim. 5:24; 1 Cor. 4:3,40 2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 
2:3; Acts 17:30,31; 2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 20:12--15; 
Heb. 9:27. 
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CONCLUSION 


A. Sin 	 bears a fearful penalty, and will eventually 
find us out. (Heb. 2:1-3; 10:.26-30.) 

B. 	 But a way of escape has been provided through 
the blood of Christ. (Heb. 6:18,19; Rom. 5:8,9.) 

A SHADE AT THE END OF THE ROW 

INTRODUCTION 

A. I 	grew up on a farm. Hoeing corn was a hard job, 
but at the end of the row was usually a shade - 
rest, cool water, food, a story or two, relaxation. 

B. 	 Standing on the banks of the Dead Sea, with 
temperatures of nearly 120°, I enjoyed an ice cold 
Coke. Truly, "the pause that refreshes." 

C. 	Ufe has its hard knocks and disappointments, but 
it also has its shade trees -- moments of refresh
ment. 

BODY OF THE LESSON 

I.LlTTLE SHADES IN WHICH WE MAY PAUSE AND 
REST 
A. 	Just a simple card that says, "Thanks," "We love 

you," "We understand," or "We are behind you. 1I 

B. A 	 little 4- year old girl would literally burst 
through the crowd (no wonder she was nick-named 
Hurricane Hardin) to give me a kiss. Another 7 
year old rarely fails to bring me a flower or a 
drawing -- shades at the end of the row. 

C. 	Grandbabies coming into the house like scavengers, 
wanting just any handout (Mom embarrassingly 
says, "You would think we never feed them at 
horne"). Great shades for grandparents! 

C. 	A good night's sleep is a great shade. (Eccl. 5:12.) 

II. 	THE SHADE OF CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

A. "How 	sweet, how heavenly, is the sight..." "Blest 
be the tie that binds..." What a great thing the 
fellowship of the saints is. 
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B. 	 From fellow-Christians we can expect a visit when 
sick, help in time of need, or maybe just a social 
call. A drink of cold water in the name 
of a disciple is a good shade in which we can 
rest for awhile. (See 1 Cor. 16:17,18; 2 Cor. 
7:6,7,13; 2 Tim. 1 :16; Matt. 10:42.) 

C. 	The assembly can be a reprieve from tension, a 
place for refreshment. How often have you heard 
someone say, "I did not feel like coming, but I am 
glad I did; I feel so much better now"? (Heb. 
10:22-25.) 

D. 	The Wednesday night service can be a nice shade 
in the middle of a hard week. 

ill. 	WE ENJOY A SHADE WHEN WE HELP OTHERS 

A. 	Florence Watson was confined to a nursing home; 
a sign on her door read, "Silence is lonely." 

B. A pint of your blood may save a life. 
C. 	There had been a death in the family. A neighbor 

asked the lady, "May I shine your shoes." 
D. A 	man did a favor for another. When offered pay, 

he replied, "Please do not deprive me of this of
portunity to stretch my sou!." 

E. 	 There is a great sense of satisfaction in service: 
"It is more blessed to give than to receive." (Acts 
20:34,35; see also John 13:2-17.) 

IV. 	DEATH IS A SHADE AT THE END OF THE ROW 

A. We 	 fear death, but we ought to think of it as 
rest for a weary body. (Ps. 116:15; Rev. 14:13; 
2 Cor. 5:1-4.) 

B. 	 It is a redemption of the body. (Rom. 8:22,23.) 
C. 	It is a release from all pain and suffering. (Rev. 

21:4.) 
D. 	The Bible depicts it as a place of comfort and 

rest, a shade at the end of the row. (Luke 16:25.) 

o land of rest, for thee I sigh! 
When will the moment come, 
When I shall lay my armor by, 
And dwell in peace at home? 
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THE WOMAN WHO RUINED A NATION 


INTRODUCTION 


A. 	Not many people's names appear in a dictionary - 
Rudolf Diesel who invented the diesel engine, the 
Earl of Sandwich who discovered that way of pre
paring food, Judas Iscariot the one who betrayed 
Jesus. 

B. 	 Jezebel's name is also in the dictionary. It has 
come to symbolize evil, high-handedness, arro
gence, a woman who makes a puppet of her 
husband. 

C. 	If there was a Who's Who of evil women, she 
would surely have been in It. 

I. THE HISTORY OF JEZEBEL 

A. She 	 was the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the 2i
donians, and was married to Ahab, king of Israel. 
(1 Kgs. 16:31.) 
1. 	Every king of Israel was to write his own copy 

of the law and read from it daily. (Deut. 
17:18-20.) 

2. 	So Ahab well knew he was not to take this 
foreign princess; but he disobeyed God, and was 
to pay dearly for his sin. 

B. 	 Jezebel was a missionary for Baal, and turned al
most the whole nation to Baal worship. This was 
to culminate in Elijah's great challenge on Mount 
Carmel, resulting in the destruction of many of 
Baal's prophets. (l Kgs. 16:31-33; 18:20-40,) 

C. 	Ahab's lust for Naboth's vineyard. 
1. 	Jezebel arranged for the murder of Naboth so 

her husband could have the vineyard. (1 Kgs. 
21 :1-16.) 

2. 	But dogs would lick Ahab's blood in the same 
vineyard. (l Kgs. 21:19; 22:37,38.) 

D. 	Jehu took Ahab's throne. He had Jezebel thrown 
from a window where she was trampled by horses, 
and her body was eaten by dogs. (2 Kgs. 
9:30-37.) 
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II. THE HEART OF JEZEBEL 

A. 	She had a very proud heart. 
1. 	Ahab was wicked and weak; Jezebel was wicked 

and strong: she ran the kingdom through him. 
2. 	Her pride would not allow Ahab to be refused 

anything. After all, he was king. (I Kgs. 21:7.) 
3. 	Pride goes before a fall. (Pro. 16:18.) 

B. 	She had a deceitful heart. 
1. 	She lied about Naboth, and used the law of the 

land and murder to perpetuate that lie. (1 Kgs. 
21:8-10.) 

2. 	The Devil is a liar and the father of it. He is 
also a murderer. (John 8:44.) 

C. 	She had in impenitent heart. 
1. 	She had seen three years of draught (I Kgs. 

17:1; 18:!), fire called from heaven (l Kgs. 
18:37-39), and the prophet miraculously pre
served (l Kgs. 19:1-8). Yet she repented not. 

2. 	She had seen the judgmental hand of God on 
her husband, but even that did not move her to 
repentance. (l Kgs. 22:37,38; Rev. 2:20,21.) 

3. A 	frightful thing is that everything in Jezebel's 
heart is potentially in ours. (Jer. 17:9.) 

D. 	There was in her heart everything God hated. 
(Pro. 6:16-19.) 

IlL 	THE HERITAGE OF JEZEBEL 

A. We 	 may say, "1 will not leave anything," but we 
will. So did Jezebel. 

B. 	She left a heritage of wasted opportunity 
1. 	She was a queen. She had the prophets Elijah 

and Elisha for advisers. She could have done 
untold good for her nation; instead she brought 
immorality, draught, and judgment. 

2. Many 	 young couples start out thinking every
thing will be all right. They do not seek nor 
want religious advise. But Satan is out to 
wreck marriages. 

C. 	She left a heritage of tragedy and murder. 
1. 	She killed her husband as surely as if she had 

pulled the bow. 
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2. She 	caused all the male seed of Ahab to be cut 
off. (l Kgs. 21 :21-24.) 

3. 	She died violently herself. All that was left 
was her skull (that housed the brain that de
vised so much misc~hief), the hands (that had 
shed innocent blood), and the (that were 
swift in running to mischief). 

D. 	She left behind the heritage of a ruined name. 
1. 	Some names remain highly esteemed because of 

people who wore them (Abraham, David, Esther, 
Paul), but others have been left in infamy. 
People like Judas Iscariot and Jezebel ruined 
their names forever. (Rev. 2:20,21.) 

2. A good 	name is to be chosen rather than great 
riches. (Pro. 22:1.) 

CONCLUSION 

A. A 	 fitting epitaph for Jezebel would be, "Be sure 
your sin will find you out." (Num. 32:23.) 

B. 	 May Jezebel's example teach us the horror of 
being possessed by sin. 

JESUS 

I. 	 JESUS IS THE NAME WORN BY OUR LORD WHICH 
MARKS HIM PECULIARLY AS A MAN 

A. 	The Hebrew name Joshua means "Jehovah is my 
help," IIJehovah is rescue," or "The help of 
hovah." It also appears as Jehoshua (Zech. 3:1), 
and Jeshua (Neh. 7:7.) 

B. 	 The name is the Greek form of Joshua. In 
fact twice in the AV the names are confused. 
(Acts 7 :45; Heb. 4 :8.) 

C. 	It was a popular name during Bible times. 
1. 	At five high priests were called Jesus, 

and Josephus mentions about twenty people of 
this name, ten of them being contemporaries 
of Jesus. 

2. 	In the New Testament itself we have Jesus 
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Justus a friend of Paul (Col. 4:1i), The sorCerer 
Bar-Jesus (Acts 13:6); and the NEV has Jesus 
Bar-Abbas in Matt. 27:17. 

D. 	Jesus is God's divinely sent Rescuer, De!iverer, 
or Saviour, so designated by God before his birth. 
(Matt. 1:21; Luke 1:31.) 

Jesus! the name that charms our fears, 
That bids our sorrows cease; 

Tis music in the sinner's ears, 
Tis life, and health, and peace. 

II. 	 THE HUMANITY OF JESUS 

A. We 	 usually have more trouble accepting the hu
manity of Jesus than his divinity; but he appeared 
as a man, and his contemporaries never hesitated 
to address him as such. 
1. 	"After me cometh a man." (John 1:30.) 
2. 	"Come and see a man." {John 4:29.} 
3. 	Pilate said, "Behold the man!" (John 19:5.) 
4. IIJesus of Nazareth, a man" (Acts 2:22.) 

B. 	 The necessity of Jesus' humanity. 
1. 	He was made of woman for the purpose of re

demption, that we might receive the adoption. 
(Gal. 4:4,5.) 

2. 	He became human that he might taste death 
for every man. (Heb. 2:9-14.) 

3. 	He became human that he might succour those 
who are tempted. (Heb. 2:16-18; 4:15,16.) 

4. 	He became human that he might be perfect
ed in obedience. (Heb. 5:8,9.) 

5. 	He became human that he might endure the 
shame of the cross. (Heb. 12:1-3.) 

6. 	He became human that he might be exalted. 
(Phil. 2:6-12; Eph. 2:19-23; Heb. 2:9.) 

CONCLUSION 

A. 	 Jesus was certainly God. (Matt. 1 :23; John l:l; 
Col. 2:9; 1 Tim. 3:16. 

B. 	 But he was also human. To deny this is to deprive 
ourselves of a compassionate Saviour -- Jesus. 
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WISDOM FROM THE WISE MAN 


INTRODUCTION 


A. 	A proverb is HA short saying in common use that 
strikingly expresses some obvious truth or famil
iar experience..." Webster. It is a word pciture, 
a mind-sticker; it will tell it like it is. 

B. 	 Many proverbs deal with morality; and since we 
live in a society that is determined to sweep mor
ality out with the garbage, a few of these mind
stickers will help us resist temptation. 

I. liAS A JEWEL OF GOLD IN A SWINE'S SNOUT, SO 
IS A FAIR WOMAN WITHOUT DISCRETION. (PRO. 
11 :22.) 

A. A 	 woman's greatest beauty asset is not false 
lashes, mascara, beautiful clothing, jewelry -- in 
fact not even perfect physical features, but 
rather her virtue. 

B. 	 When she loses that, she loses everything. Nothing 
is more beautiful than a virtuous woman; nothing 
more despicable than a corrupt one. 

C. 	When a woman allows herself to become morally 
defiled, she becomes the topic of gutter stories 
or bathroom graffiti 

D. A 	 woman is to adorn herself with good works. 
(I Tim. 2:9,10; 1 Pet. 1:3-6.) This is true beauty; 
anything short of this makes her a jewel 
in a hog's nose. (Pro. 31 :30.) 

II. "CAN A MAN TAKE FIRE IN HIS BOSOM AND HIS 
CLOTHES NOT BE BURNED?" (PRO. 6:27.) 

A. This 	 proverb is evidence that God recognizes no 
double standard. He demands purity of both sexes. 
(See also Pro. 5:1-11; 7:6-27.) 

B. 	 It is further evidence that sin will collect its 
wages. (Gal. 6:7,8.) 
1. 	There is exposure. Often the most intimate 

details of one's discretion become public know
ledge. (2 Sam. 12:7.) 
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2. 	There is pregnancy. One and one-half million 
abortions are performed annuanally. The vast 
majority stem from illicit sexual affairs. Many 
other unwanted babies are given up for adop
tion. God alone knows the suffering and heart 
break caused by all this. 

3. There is disease. Venereal diseases of all sorts 
now occupy the headlines: epidemic is word 
frequently used. Sin is collecting its wages. 
(Rom. 1:24-27.) 

4. 	There is a guilty conscience. We might escape 
public censure, but we have to live with self. 
a lady told me of an affair. She wanted to 
unload her conscience by telling her husband, 
but she feared he would not understand. She 
must live with hypocrisy and deceit. (Pro. 6:32.) 

5. 	There is jealousy. The example above amply 
illustrates this danger. (Pro. 6:34,35.) 

6. 	There is the broken home. Perhaps more 
homes are broken for adultery than any other 
reason. It is the one ground that God allows 
for severing a marriage. (Matt. 5:31,32; 19:9.) 

7. 	There is eternal damnation. "Her house is the 
way to hell, going down to the chamber of 
death." (Pro. 7:27; see also Gal. 5:19-21; Heb. 
13:4.) 

C. 	There is no such thing as free love. 

III. 	riA WORD FITLY SPOKEN IS LIKE APPLES OF 
GOLD IN PICTURES OF SILVER." (PRO. 25:11.) 

A. 	Profanity shouts, loudmouth, inferiority complex, 
weak character. 

B. 	 Most profanity appears to be used to impress. But 
are you impressed with vile, profane language? 
If not, why think it would impress others? 

C. 	Would you rather grace your living room with an 
apple of gold framed in silver, or with a vulture 
devouring f iith? 

D. 	The power of speech needs to be used wisely. 
1. Words 	 fitly spoken make you a delight to be 

with, but people will avoid a vile, filthy mouth. 
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2. Words 	fitly spoken can ease embarrassment and 
tension. A little boy was asked where he got 
his red hair. He replied, "My mother washed it 
and it rusted." A dear little girl named Sandi 
was ribbed about her freckles. Her response: 
"I swallowed a nickel and broke out in pennies." 
These youngsters have no problems; they use 
apples of gold. 

3. 	Words fitly spoken can move men and nations. 
consider the words of Harriet Beecher Stowe 
and the effect they had on slavery; or those of 
Winston Churchill who is said to have saved his 
nation with one speech. Note the power of 
Paul's words before Felix. (Acts 24:26.) 

4. We 	 are said to be the most intelligent, best 
educated generation ever to live on earth. We 
need to let our speech reflect this intelligence. 
(Titus 2:1,8; Eph. 5:3,4; Matt. 12:37.) 

IV. 	IT IS AS SPORT TO A FOOL TO DO MISCHIEF: 
BUT A MAN OF UNDERSTANDING HATH WISDOM.II 
(PRO. 10:23.) 

A. 	Slashing automobile tires and seats, ripping con
vertible tops, and scratching paint seems to make 
some feel as if they are the cock-of-the-walk. 
No, the Bible says they are fools. 

B. 	 Screeching tires and wreckless driving -- the sport 
of fools. They are designed to impress, but the 
main impression made is on the undertaker. 

C. 	In recent years we have seen fool's sport on col
lege and university campuses. They want to 
destroy the establishment, and take over them
selves. But much like the little dog that chased 
the car: they would not know what to do 
with it if they caught it. Fools do not run edu
cational institutions very well. 

CONCLUSION 

A. A 	 wise man will listen, but fools despise wisdom 
and instruction. (Pro. 1:5-7.) 

B. 	 Have the best of both world: listen. (1 Tim. 4:8.) 
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THE PLEA OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST 


INTRODUCTION 


A. 	God's people have always been required to take a 
stand. (l Cor. 15:1; Eph. 6:13; 1 Pet. 5;12.) 
1. 	Joshua chose to stand with the lord. (Jos. 

24:15.) 
2. 	Daniel and the Hebrew youths took a stand. 

(Dan. 3:6.) 
3. 	Peter and John took a stand for the gospel. 

(Acts 4:19,20.) 
4. 	Paul urges us to stand fast in the faith. (I Cor. 

16:13; Gal. 5:1.) 
B. 	 Thus our basic plea is to stand in the ancient path 

carved out by inspiration. (Matt. 7:13,14,21-23.) 

I. WE PLEAD FOR THE SCRIPTURES AS THE FINAL 
AND AUTHORITATIVE RULE IN RELIGION 

A. 	Weare to speak as the oracles of God. (I Pet. 
4:11.) 

B. 	 We are to recognize the scriptures as the com
plete, and authoritative word of God. 
1. 	They contain all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge. (Col. 2:3.) 
2. 	They contain all that pertains to life and god

liness. (2 Pet. 1 :3.) 
3. 	They contain the faith once delivered. (Jude 3.) 
4. 	They contain all we need to believe to have 

eternal life. (John 20:30,31.) 
5. 	The scriptures are inspired to furnish us to 

every good work. (2 Tim. 3;16,17.) 
6. 	They are the means by which we are born 

again. (Luke 8:11; 1 Cor. 4:15; 1 Pet. 1:23-25.) 
7. 	They give us the things necessary for Christian 

growth. (Acts 4:32.) 
8. We dare not pervert them. (Gal. 1:6-10.) 
9. We dare not wrest them. (2 Pet. 3:15,16.) 

10. We 	dare not add to or take from them. (Rev. 
22:18,19') 

11. They are the standard of judgment. (John 12:48.) 
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C. 	Our plea is to lay aside all human tradition and to 
go back to the Bible for our religious direction. 

II. WE PLEAD FOR A RESTORATION OF THE NEW 
TESTAMENT SYSTEM IN EVERY ESSENTIAL AS
PECT 

A. 	An apostasy from that system is a scriptural fact. 
(Acts 20:28-32; 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Thess. 2:3.) 

B. 	 Restoration is a valid principle, and the only cure 
for apostasy. 
1. 	Under Josiah, when the book of the law was 

found, it was studied (2 Kgs. 22:8,11), a cove
nant was made to keep its requirements (2 Kgs. 
23:3), the Passover was restored to its original 
purpose and intent (2 Kgs. 23:21-23), and idol
was put away (2 Kgs. 23:24.) 

2. 	Under Ezra, they prepared themselves to do and 
teach the law of God (Ezra 7:10,26), marriage 
restrictions were restored and unscriptural mar
riages were dissolved (Ezra 9:10-12; 10:3), the 
Feast of Booths was restored (Neh. 8:14-17), 
and the Ammonites and Moabites were expelled 
from the congregation (Neh. 13:1-3). 

C. 	Our plea is for us to return to the original in all 
essential matters. 
1. In the plan of salvation. (Mark 16:16; Acts 

2:38; 22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21.) 
2. In God's plan for worship. (Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 

16:1,2; Acts 20:7.) 
3. In 	 church organization. (Acts 14:23; Phil. 1:1; 

1 Tim. 3:1-13.) 
4. In 	 Christian purity. (Titus 2:11,12; Eph. 5:1-7; 

Gal. 5:19-21; 2 Cor. 6:14-18.) 
D. 	But we must realize that every restoration must 

be on an individual basis -- it must begin with me. 
(Acts 20:28; 1 Tim. 4:16; Rev. 2:4-6.) 

III. 	IN MATTERS OF OPINION WE PLEAD FOR LIBERTY 

A. We 	 have been granted beautiful liberty under 
Christ. (Rom. 8:1,2; 6:16-18; 1 Cor. 6:12; Gal. 
5: 1.) 
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B. 	 Criteria for establishing opinion. 
1. 	It does not affect our relationship in the king

dom: "For the kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost." (Rom. 14:17.) 

2. 	It does not destroy the work of God: "For meat 
destroy not the work of God. All things indeed 
are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth 
with offense." (Rom. 14:20.) 

3. 	It is a matter of indifference -- neither right 
nor wrong within itself: "But meat commendeth 
us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we 
better; neither, if we eat not, are we the 
worse." (l Cor. 8:8.) 

4. 	It must be motivated by love: "Let all things be 
done with charity." (l Cor. 16:14.) A little girl 
had wandered from her home in extremely cold 
weather; she was found later, frozen to death. 
In her arms she held her dolly: she had removed 
her own coat and carefully wrapped her dolly to 
keep it warm. That kind of love would not 
divide the church over opinions. 

C. 	Application of these principles. 
1. 	Premillennialism denies both the king and the 

kingdom. It cannot be in the realm of opinion. 
Sprinkling and pouring instead of immersion 
destroys the picture baptism is designed to 
depict. (Rom. 6:3,4; Col. 2:11,12.) 

3. While 	the instrument is a thing of indifference, 
when introduced into the worship of God, it 
violates God's law governing worship. (John 
4:24; Matt. 15:1-9; 1 Cor. 11:2.) 

4. 	But the use of a baptistry, individual com
munion trays, etc. is perfectly in harmony with 
each of these principles, and clearly matters of 
Christian liberty. 

D. 	Often we fail to realize that it is just as sinful 
to bind laws which God has not bound, as it is 
to neglect the laws which God has bound upon us. 
Let us remember: in matters of faith, unity; in 
matters of opinion, liberty; in all things, love. 
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THE UNSEEN THINGS OF THE CROSS 


INTRODUCTION 


A. We sing, "I 	Saw the Cross of Jesus," but how much 
do we reall y see? 

B. 	An artist can depict well the sad scene on Gol
gotha, but so many things are not in the picture. 

i. WE CAN SEE THE ACCURSED TREE, BUT DO WE 
SEE THE CURSE OF THE LAW FROM WHICH HE 
REDEEMED US? 

A. A 	 blessing and a curse were set before Israel: a 
blessing from Mount Gerizim, and a curse from 
Mount Ebal. (Deut. 11 :26-29.) 

B. 	 Israel came under the curse from Ebal because of 
disobedience to God's law; so has everyone who 
has tried to be justified by law. (Gal. 3:10-12; 
Rom. 3:23; 5:12; 6:23.) 

C. 	In this way the law, intended to be a means of 
life, became an instrument of death instead. (Gal. 
2:16; Rom. 7:7-12.) 
1. 	The letter that kills. (2 Cor. 3:6.) 
2. 	The ministration of death. (2 Cor. 3:7.) 
3. 	The ministration of condemnation. (2 Cor. 3:9.) 
4-. 	 It was a veiled face with respect to understand

ing the law. (2 Cor. 3:13-15.) 
D. 	Part of Calvary's deliverance scene was our re

lease from the law of sin and death. 
1. 	It was fulfilled in Christ. (Matt. 5:17; Gal. 

3:19-25.) 
2. 	We have become dead to it through the death 

of Christ. (Rom. 7:1-6.) 
3. 	It was nailed to the cross. (Col. 2:14--17.) 
4-. 	 We are freed from the law's condemnation. 

(Rom. 8:1,2.) 
5. 	Christ became a curse for us. (Deut. 21 :23; 

Gal. 3:13.) 
E. 	 It is surprisingly strange that some wish to return 

to that curse for instrumental music, tithing, sab
bath-keeping, etc. (Gal. 2:21; 4-:9.) 
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II. WE CAN SEE HIM BEAR THE CROSS, BUT CAN 
WE SEE THE BURDEN OF SINS THAT HE BORE? 

A. 	The heavy cross was more than Jesus could phy
sically bear. 
1. 	At first he had borne the weight of it himself. 

(John 19:17.) 
2. 	But he had suffered under the terrible Roman 

scourge, having literally had his skin and flesh 
ripped from his body. (Matt. 27:27.) 

3. 	He had been forced to wear a crown of thorns 
and suffer other indignities. (Matt. 27:29,30.) 

4. 	In this weakened condition he evidently fell 
under the burden of the cross, and Simon was 
compelled to bear it. (Matt. 27:32; Luke 23:26.) 

B. 	 But how much greater must have been the burden 
of the world's sins (Isa. 53:4,5), of which the spit, 
the thorns, the mock worship, and the ridicule was 
only a small representative part. (Matt. 27:27-30, 
39-44; Mark 15:29.) 

C. 	But this was a burden that only the sinless Son of 
God could bear. No man could share that load 
with him. (Matt. 26:39; 1 Pet. 1:IS, 19.) 

D. 	 Like the scapegoat, he bore our sins without the 
camp. (Lev. 16:7-22; Heb. 13: 11,12.) 

III. 	WE CAN SEE HIM DRINK THE CUP OF VINEGAR, 
BUT CAN WE SEE HIM DRINK THE CUP OF 
WRATH? 

A. 	Jesus was given vinegar (a cheap sour wine) and 
gall (myrrh, a bitter substance, Mark 15:23) to 
drink, but refused it. (Matt. 27:34.) 

B. 	 But he was also drinking a cup of suffering of 
which he had made mention earlier. (Luke 12:50; 
Matt. 20:22,23.) 

C. 	His agony evidently peaked in Gethsemane (Luke 
22:44), and culminated with the cry, "My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me" (Matt. 27:46). 

D. 	He drank the "wine of the wrath of God" in order 
that we might not have to. (Rev. 14:10,19; 
Rom. 1:lS; 2:S.) 
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IV. 	WE CAN SEE THE BRUISING OF THE SAVIOUR'S 
BODY, BUT CAN WE SEE THE BRUISING OF THE 
SERPENT'S HEAD? 

A. As 	early as the Edenic sin God promised that the 
seed of the woman would bruise the serpents head. 
(Gen. 3:15.) 

B. 	Through death he destroyed him who had the 
power of death -- the Devil. (Heb.2:14,15.) 

C. 	Jesus was dead, but now lives for evermore, hold
the keys of death and of hell. (Rev. 1:18.) 

D. 	From deep in the tomb Lazarus heard the voice of 
the Son of God (John 11 :43,44), and so shall we 
because of his triumph over Satan (John 5:28,29; 
1 Cor. 15:24-26,51-58). 

V. 	WE CAN SEE THE BLOOD AND WATER, BUT CAN 
WE SEE THE EFFICACY OF THAT BLOOD? 

A. How true it is that 	"There Is Power in the Blood." 
B. 	 Through faith in that blood we have propitiation 

(Rom. 3:25), redemption (Eph. 1:7), and cleansing 
(Rev. 1 :5). 

C. 	The application of the blood is through obedience. 
1. 	This was true of the blood of the Passover. 

(Ex. 12:6,7,13.) 
2. 	It is equally true of the blood of Christ. (Heb. 

5:8,9; Rom. 6:3,4; Gal. 2:20; 1 John 1:7.) 
D. Along with the 

blood agree as one. 
Spirit, the 
(l John 5:8.) 

water and the 

CONCLUSION 

A. The 
the 

unseen things of the cross 
power of that cross. 

are the source of 

B. 	 Faith enables us to see the invisible. (Heb. 11 :7, 
27; 2 Cor. 5:7.) 

THERE IS SOMETHING IN A NAME 

I. THE SIGNIFICANCE 	OF DENOMINATIONAL NAMES 

A. 	Speaking in a general way, denominational names 
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are adopted In one of three different ways: 
1. 	They are adopted from the name of the 

founder. 
2. 	They are given to reflect some doctrinal tenent 

or ordinance of the church. 
3. 	The are selected to designate the type of 

church organization of the denomination. 
B. 	 Examples illustrating these categories of church 

names: 
1. 	The Lutheran Church was so named because of 

its founder, Martin Luther. 
2. 	 Baptist Churches selected a name that reflects 

their belief in immersion as the only accepta
ble mode of baptism. However, there are 
further divisions: 
(a) 	Regular, Old, Primitive, or Hardshell: based 

on their claim to antiquity, and their 
hardshell doctrine of predestination. 

(b) 	Missionary: based on their missionary be
lief as opposed to predestination. 

(c) 	Freewill: because they believe man is a 
being of choice. They accept neither pre
destination nor the once in grace always in 
grace doctrines. 

c. 	The Presbyterian-Episcopal churches designate 
themselves in this way to indicate their belief 
in the rule of elders or a bishop. 

C. 	Thus denominational names usually are definitive 
of, or limited to, one particular aspect of the 
respective denomination. 

II. 	NEW TESTAMENT NAMES ALSO ARE DEFINITIVE 

A. 	 However, unlike restrictive denominational names, 
they are definitive of much higher and nobler 
relationships. 
1. 	The Church of God. (1 Cor. I :2.) 

(a) 	Planned by God in eternity. (Eph. 3:9-11.) 
(b) 	Predicted by God!s prophetic messengers. 

(2 Pet. 1:19~21.) 
(c) 	Consummated in his only begotten Son. 

(Heb. 10:9,10; Eph. 1:10.) 
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2. 	Churches of Christ. (Rom. 16:16.) 
(a) 	It shows possession by Christ. (Rom. 16:16.) 
(b) 	He is its builder. (Matt. 16: 18.) 
(c) 	He is its foundation. (l Cor. 3;10,11.) 
(d) He is its cornerstone. (Eph. 2:19-22.) 
(e) 	He is its head. (Col. 1:18.) 
(f) 	He is its purchaser. (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 

1:18,19; Eph. 5:25.) 
(g) 	He is its Saviour. (Eph. 5:23.) 

3. 	The body of Christ. (l Cor. 12:12-1 /+; Eph. 
5:30.) 
(a) 	The means of spiritual nourishment. (Col. 

2:19.) 
(b) 	Each joint supplying what the other lacks. 

(Eph. 4:16.) 
(c) 	Each member dependent on every other 

member. (1 Cor. 12:15-27.) 
4. 	The house of God. (l Tim. 3:15; 1 Pet. 4;17.) 

(a) 	This shows a family ralationship. (l Cor. 
4: 15; John 3:5; 1 Pet. 1:22-25.) 

(b) 	It reflects our inheritance through Christ. 
(Rom. 8:17; Gal. 4:4-7.) 

5. 	The bride of Christ. (2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 
5:25,26,32.) 
(a) 	This reflects the intimate relationship be

tween Christ and his people. (Eph. 5:25-32.) 
(b) 	It shows the church as a fruit-bearing body. 

(Rom. 7:4.) 
(c) 	It indicates the need for the purity of the 

church. (Eph. 5:26,27; Rev. 7:13,14; 21:2.) 
B. 	 Denominational names are restrictive, sectarian, 

and div isi vej New Testament names express with 
full beauty and truth the glorious relationships of 
the church with the Father and the Son. 

III. THERE IS SOMETHING IN A NAME 

A. 	Since New Testament names exalt Christ and his 
church, we w ill not be surprised to find the name 
treated as a matter of significance in the Scrip
ture. (Eph. 1:19-23; Phil. 2:9-11; Eph. 3:14,15; 
Acts 4:12.) 
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B. 	 Nor should we be surprised to find that sectarian 
names are condemned in the scriptures. (l Cor. 
1:10-17; 3:1-5; 4:6.) 

C. 	Why, then, do people wear sectarian names? It 
is clearly because they cannot use a scriptural 
name to identify an unscriptural organization or 
practice. 

D. God 	 help us to use the names that give glory to 
God by what they designate. (Gal. 6:14; Eph. 
3:21.) 

THE TEMPT A TION OF JESUS 
(Matt. 4:1-11) 

I. A CONTRAST BETWEEN HIS BAPTISM AND TEMP
TATION 

A. 	 Jesus is shown to be the divine Son of God at his 
baptism. 
1. 	 John testified to his Sonship. (Matt. 3:11; John 

1:15-18,29-34.) 
2. 	The Holy Spirit in the bodily form of a dove 

came upon him as proof of it. (Luke 3:22.) 
3. 	God broke a long heavenly silence to confess 

him as his Son. (Matt. 3:16,17.) 
B. 	 But Jesus is more than the Son of God, he is the 

seed of Abraham, and must be subjected to the 
temptations of suffering humanity. (Heb. 2:16-18; 
5:8,9; 4:14.) 

II. 	THE FIRST TEMPTATION - USE DIVINE POWER 
FOR PERSONAL AND PHYSICAL BENEFIT 

A. He could have turned stones to bread. 
1. 	 He turned water to wine. (John 2:1 11.) 
2. 	He multitudes with a few loaves and fish. 

(Matt. 14:15-21; 15:32-39.) 
3. 	He paid taxes with a coin from a fish's mouth. 

(Matt. 17:24-27.) 
B. 	 But Jesus came to walk, feel, and live as men who 

must often suffer the pangs of hunger, even to 
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the point of death. Could Jesus really have been 
a man had he satisfied hI's needs miraculously? 

C. 	This temptation was not so much a test of his 
di v in1ty as it was his humanity. Had he suc
cumbed, it would have deprived him of a 
necessary element In his priesthood. (Heb. 
2:16-18; 4:15,16.) 

D. 	Could Christ have asked Paul to go hungry for his 
cause had he not been willing to do so? (2 Cor. 
12:27.) 

III. 	THE SECOND TEMPTATION -- USE DIVINE POWER 
FOR PERSONAL PROTECTION 

A. This 	power was available to him: "Lest thou dash 
thy foot against a stone." (Matt. 4:6.) 

B. 	 But every human does not have available power to 
prevent every ache and ill. 
1. 	Sadly, some seem to think that this was the 

sole purpose of miraculous power. What a mis
conception! 

2. 	Timothy was told to take some wine for his 
stomach problem (1 Tim. 5:23), Trophimus was 
left at Miletum sick (2 Tim. 4:20), and Paul had 
a thorn in his flesh (2 Cor. 12:7-9). 

3. 	Miraculous powers were for revealing and con
firming the word. (John 3:1,2; Heb. 2:1-4.) 

C. 	Also had Jesus used this power, it would 
have been a direct challenge to see if God meant 
what he said. Such a challenge would show a lack 
of faith. 
1. 	God's revelation is complete and final. (Matt. 

22:37; Heb. 1:1.) 
2. 	One of the ploy's of Mormons is to get one to 

pray for additional revelation. This is to get 
you to deny that revelation has ceased. 

IV. 	THE THIRD TEMPTATION -- ACCEPT AN EASY, 
WORLDL Y KINGDOM 

A. 	The traditional site of the temptation of Jesus 
overlooks Jericho. It was the Jericho road that 
Jesus would travel to his death. (Mark 10:46.) 
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I. 	How shall he establish his kingdom? By whose 
power? Of what kind: spritual or fleshly? 

2. 	Jesus now has a choice: to walk the Jericho 
road to the cross, or to accept the kingdoms of 
the world on a silver platter? 

3. 	He will have a kingdom, but will it be without 
the travail of birth. 

B. 	But Christians are to enter the kingdom through 
much tribulation (Acts 14:22); will Jesus expect 
more of them than he himself is willing to give, 
or will he leave us an example (l Pet. 2:21)? 

C. 	Satan still wants Jesus to take an earthly king
dom, making his Jericho road part of a mission of 
failure. This doctrine is known as premillennial
ism. 

CONCLUSION 

A. 	Jesus was God (John 1 :1); but he was also man, 
taking each step he expects you and me to take 

B. 	 He resisted the temptations of the easy routes 
that he might challenge us to lay our lives on the 
altar of sacrifice for him. (Rom. 12:1,2.) 

C. 	He knew human weakness, human temptation, 
human pride that he might be a merciful and 
faithful High Priest. (Heb. 2:17,18.) 

D. 	He does not ask us to go where he has not already 
gone. Will you now accept his challenge to 
"Follow me"? 

If'Take up thy cross and follow me,' 
I hear the blessed Saviour call. 
How can I make a lesser sacrifice, 
When Jesus gave his all?" 

TOADSTOOLS OR MUSHROOM? 

INTRODUCTION 

A. A 	boy scout asked his troop leader, "How do you 
tell toadstools from mushrooms?" The leader 
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replied, "Eat some; if you wake up the next 
morning, they are mushrooms." 

B. 	 Foolish indeed! But no more than what 
some people do religiously. 

I. 	DOES ONE HAVE TO BE BAPTIZED TO BE SAVED? 

A. 	The Bible emphatically affirms that we do. 
(John 3:5; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom. 
6:3,4-; Col. 2:11,12; Gal. 3:27; Titus 3:5; 1 Pet. 
3:21.) 

B. 	 Yet some are willing to risk their souls by going 
to judgment unbaptized. (Luke 7:29,30.) 

II. 	 IS IT A SIN TO FORSAKE THE ASSEMBLY? 

A. 	The writer to the Hebrews warns against it. 
(Heb. 10:25.) 

B. 	 The New Testament commands an assembly on 
the first day of every week. (l Cor. 16:1,2.) 

C. 	It is exemplified by New Testament Christians. 
(Acts 20:7.) 

D. 	Still there are those who bet their souls that 
God did not mean what he said. 

III. 	CAN A CHRISTIAN LIVE IN SUCH A MANNER AS 
TO BE LOST ETERNALLY? 

A. 	The Bible affirms that the righteous can turn 
from his righteousness and die in sin. (Eze. 18:24-.) 

B. 	 It teaches we can fall from grace. (Gal. 5:4-.) 
C. 	Be wise! Don't test toadstools or the commands 

of God! 

A LESSON FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH 

I. 	THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP OF THE HEBREW 
FAMILY 

A. 	The meaning of some Hebrew terms. 
1. 	Ish, man: probably from a verb meaning to 

be strong. Able to provide for and defend 
the family unit. (Deut. 3:18,19; 1 Tim. 5:8.) 
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2. 	Ishah, woman, wife, female (from anash, 
delicate). 

(a) 	Husbands are to honor their wives as the 
weaker, more delicate partner in the mar
riage relationship. (I Pet. 3:7.) 

(b) 	What a shame that this natural distinction 
between the sexes is being destroyed: 
"Know ye not that the unrighteous shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolators, 
nor adulterers, nor effeminate [malakos, 
soft, fancy, luxurious; homosexual pervert], 
nor abusers of themselves with mankind 
[arsenokoi one who lies with a male 
as with a female]... (l Cor. 6:9.)11 

3. 	Ben, son, and beth, daughter (perhaps originally 
banah, to build.) 

4. 	Kallah, daughter-in-law, probably from a root 
meaning completeness. 

5. 	 Cham, husband's father, chamoth, husband's 
mother (from' chamah, meaning to surround as 
a waH, guard, protect). 

B. So 	 the man is the strength of the family unit; 
the woman adds the soft, feminine touch; the 
family is built and strengthened by the addition 
of sons and daughters. When the son takes a 
wife, the cycle is completed, and a new home to 
sustain the family name is begun; the parents 
form a wall to protect the new family unit. 

B. How 	great it would be if we could return to this 
marvelous conception of the family. (Ruth 
1:8-20.) 

II. 	THE BITTERNESS OF NAOMI 
A. 	The name Naomi means pleasantness, but Marah 

is bitterness. (Ruth 1:20.) 
B. 	 No doubt Naomi was named because of her 

pleasant personality. But the loss of her home
land, husband, and both of her sons had embit
tered her, demanding a change of name. Worst 
of all she blamed Jehovah for it. (R uth 1:20,21.) 
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B. 	 But God had a plan that she was not aware of. 

III. THE 	 GLEAM OF HOPE RETURNS TO NAOMI'S 
EYES 

A. 	Once back in Palestine, Ruth went to glean in 
the field of Boaz, a near kinsman. (Ruth 2:19,20.) 

B. 	 After some maneuvering (see Ruth 3:1-18), a 
levirate marriage resulted between Ruth and 
Boaz, and a son was born. (Ruth 4:1-13.) 

C. 	The child meant more to Naomi than seven sons, 
giving her life meaning and purpose, and she be
came its nurse. (Ruth 4:13-16.) 
1. 	Nurse is derived from a Hebrew word which 

means to confirm or support (our word amen 
is a transliteration of it). 

2. 	Christian women must be the support of the 
family unit rather than, as some are, seeking 
to destroy it. (Titus 2:3,4.) 

D. 	The child was named Obed (Ruth 4:17), and he 
became the progenitor of both king David and 
the Messiah. (Matt. 1:5,6, 16.) 

VI. SOME LESSONS GLEANED 	FROM THE BEAUTIFUL 
GLEANER 

A. 	The family is the building blocks of society, and 
is to be nurtured and embellished with the great
est care and concern. (Gen. 2:23,24; Pro. 18:22; 
1 Pet. 3:7; Eph. 5:22-33; Ps. 127:3,4; 128:3; 
Eph. 6:1-4.) 

B. 	Problems often seem more than we can bear, 
but in God's good providence, they work for our 
good. Consider: 
1. 	 Joseph. (Gen. 37; 39:7-20; 41 :41-44.) 
2. 	Mordecai. (Esther 3:3-6; 5:14; 10:1-3.) 
3. 	Job. (Job 1:1-2:8; 42:12-17.) 
4. 	Daniel. (Dan. 6,:16-28.) 
5. 	Those who love God. (Rom. 8:28.) 

C. 	We must be considerate of the mates of our 
children. We may well need them to nourish us 
in our old age. (Perhaps many parents are neg
lected later because of their own neglect.) 
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WHY I REFUSE THE TITLE OF REVEREND 

I. NOT TO MAKE A SHOW OF MY HUMILITY 

A. 	Humility is a Christian characteristic. (l Pet. 
5:5; Matt. 23:12; Phil. 2:3,4; James 4:6.) 

B. I 	may reject the term reverend and at the same 
time have a haughty spirit. There is such 
thing as a person being proud of his "humility." 

II. NOT BECAUSE THE TERM 	 IS USED ONLY ONCE 
IN THE BIBLE, AND THIS WITH REFERENCE TO 
GOD, OR AS THE NAME OF GOD 

A. 	 This is the basic reason I have heard for the 
past 35 years for rejecting the title. 

B. 	 Actually the word is used in its various forms 
some 376 times in the Hebrew Bible. 
1. 	It is a translation of the Hebrew word yare, 

and means "To fear, stand in awe, be fearful, 
be dreadful, wonderful, glorious." 

2. 	Some examples of its usage: 
"Why, then, were ye not afraid to speak a
gainst my servant Moses." (Num. 12:8.) 
"Let all the earth fear [stand in awe] of the 
Lord." (Ps. 33:8.) 
"Ye shall fear [honor, reverence] every man 
his mother and father. (Lev. 19 :3.) 
"And when we departed from Horeb, we went 
through that great and terrible wilderness." 
(Deut. 1:19.) 
"For the Lord most high is terrible; He is a 
great king over all the earth. (Ps. 47:2.) 
"But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou 
mayest be feared II (Ps. 130:4.) 
"Holy and reverend is his name." (Ps. 111 :9.) 

C 	 Neither would I be wearing the name of God 
should I choose to wear the title reverend. 
1. 	 If this were true, then it would be equally 

true of the term holy. Yet Christians are 
addressed as holy brethren. (Heb. 13:1.) 

2. 	 The fact is, these are descriptive terms. 
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reverence the name of my dad, but his name 
was Ed. God's name is to be reverenced, but 
his 	name is not Reverend, it is Jehovah. 

3. 	 Qadosh (holy) is an active, singular, adjective. 
Norae (reverend) is passive, singular, partici 
ple. Qadosh wenora shemo may be quite lit 
erally translated: 
"Holy and being feared [is] his name." 
"Holy and being reverenced [is] his name." 
"Holy and wonderful [is] his name." 
"Holy and reverend [is] his name." 
"Holy and terrible [is] his name." 

4. 	 The following translations of this passage may 
be found: 
"Holy and fearful [is] his name." (Septuagint) 
"Holy and terrible is his name." (RSV) 
"Holy is his name, inspiring awe." (NEB) 

D. 	There is nothing in Ps. 111:9 that would condemn 
the use of reverend as a title. So may we never 
be guilty of using a Scripture out of its 
context, even if it is to prove a proposition 
of truth. (2 Pet. 3:15,16.) 

III. 	REASONS WHY I REFUSE TO WEAR THIS AND 
ALL OTHER RELIGIOUS TITLES OF DISTINCTION 

A. 	It was originated to exalt the clergy above the 
laity -- to foster further the unser iptural idea 
that the priest was a holy being which stood 
beween God and man, one who could forgive 
sins and inflict punishments. (See I Cor. 
12:12-25.) 

B. 	 It is contrary to Scriptural teaching that: 
1. 	 All men occupy an equal relationship to 

God. (l Tim. 2:5; 1 John 2:1; Heb. 4:16.) 
2. 	 The greatest among the disciples is to be 

servaht of all. (Matt. 23:11; John 13:1-17.) 
3. 	 One is to humble rather than exalt himself. 

(Matt. 23:12; James 1:9,10; 4:10; 1 Pet. 
5:6.) 

C. 	Our Lord forbade the use of any religious 
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titles for purposes of distinction. (Matt. 23:1-10.) 
1. 	 One may be a master or doctor in the class

room, but in the church all are brethren. 
(Matt. 23:11.) 

2. 	 All of us have fathers in the flesh, but there 
is only one spiritual Father. (Matt. 23:9.) 

D. All Christians are God's clergy. 
1. 	 Peter says we are all God's heritage. 

(1 Pet. 5:3.) Kleroo is the word here used, 
and ecclesiastical writers applied it to one 
becoming a clergyman. 

2. 	 So God has no distinctions of laity and clergy: 
all are equally God's heritage or possession. 

CONCLUSION 

A. I 	am simply a servant of God. Why should I take 
upon myself a title that indicates I am to be 
looked upon with reverence or awe? 

B. 	 Besides this, no New Testament preacher, great 
as they were, ever distinguished himself with a 
religious title of distinction. They realized that 
whatever was the lot of any Christian was the 
common lot of every Christian. May it 
ever so be! 
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REMAKING GOD 


ROM. 1:20-22 


Rachael stole her father's gods (Gen. 31 :17 -35). Can 
you imagine serv ing a god who could be stolen? Yet we 
all take the God of the Bible and remake Him after our 
own thinking. J. B. Phillips wrote a book called Your 
God Is Too Small. Edward Anderson preached on "Put_ 
ting God in a Box." When we make our own god, we are 
likely to make him too small or trIm him down to fit 
into a box of our own making. 

Billy Graham asked a student at the University of 
North Carolina if he believed in God. The student re
plied, "Yes, I have my own private gods." Most of us 
are not as bold as this student, nonetheless we 
have remade the true God to fit our thinking. And it 
is our purpose in this lesson to notice a few ways we 
remake God. 

I. WE MAKE HIM STUPID--too stupid to see hypocrisy 

1. 	 God is all wise. (Heb. 4:13.) 
2. 	 But we make him into a stupid entity by the fol

lowing: 
a. 	We say we love God but yet hate our fellow

man. (l John 4:20.) 
b. 	We say we love Christ, yet refuse to keep His 

commandments. (John 14:15,23.) 
c. 	We say we are spiritual, but yet we live carnal 

lives. (Rom. 8:6,7.) 
d. We 	 say we are too poor to give, yet we buy 

new homes, new cars, new boats, etc. (Cf. 
Acts 5:1-11.) 

II. 	WE MAKE HIM POWERLESS-powerless to rule His 
universe. 
1. 	 He is all powerful. (Gen. 17:1; Rev. 4:8; d. Rom. 

13:1.) He has promised: 
a. 	To supply our needs. (Matt. 6:33; Phil. 4:13.) 
b. 	To help us overcome temptation. (1 Cor. 

10: 13.) 
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c. 	To make all things work for our good. Rom. 
8:28.) 

d. 	To make godliness profitable in all things. 
(l Tim. 1:16.) 
"Having therefore these promises, dearly be
loved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthi
ness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness 
in the fear of the Lord." (2 Cor. 7:1.) 

2. 	 But we do not trust His power to keep his 
promises--we make him into a weakling who is 
either unable to help or whose laws prevent Him 
from doing so. 
a. 	We worry ourselves into nervous wrecks as to 

where the necessities of life will come from. 
(Matt. 6:26,31,32.) 

Said the Robin to the Sparrow: 
"I would really like to know 

Why these restless human beings 
Rush about, and worry so." 

Said the Sparrow to the Robin: 
"Friend, I think that it must be 

That they have no Heavenly Father, 
Such as cares for you and me." 

b. We 	 excuse sin by saying, "That's the way we 
are made." 

c. 	We say we would give more if God would bless 
more. We need to give more so God can bless 
more. 

d. We 	 often hear, "How could God work good out 
of this?" 

e. 	We even see the "sects" as having more, giving 
more, converting more, etc. 

III. 	WE MAKE HIM BLIND--too blind to see our actions 
except in certain well defined places. 

1. God is omnipresent. (Ps. 139:7-12.) 
2. Yet we often confine His presence 

meeting house, to the preacher, etc. 
a. "We shouldn't tell stories, curse, 

respectful in church." 
or 

to 

be 

the 

dis
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b. A 	man apologized for drinking in my presence. 
Yet God is always present. 

c. 	On unplanned calls, there is often a scamper to 
hide undesirable literature, games, etc. But 
why hide it from others when God is always 
present? 

IV. 	WE MAKE HIM HUMAN--subject to errors in all His 
word and work. 

1. 	 God is divlne--God is God! 
2. 	 Yet we think of Him as human by: 

a. 	Acting as if all creation (especially man) is a 
product of chance. The way man lives we must 
conclude that he believes that he came from 
no where, has no purpose here, and has no 
where to go. 

b. By treating the Bible as a human book. 
0) 	We are afraid it will prove irrelevent for 

our day. 
(2) 	We fear that it might contradict itself. 
(3) 	We are afraid that it might conflict with 

science (a human endeavor). 

CONCLUSION 
Lincoln said, "We can fool all the people part of the 

time, and part of the people all of the time, but we can
not fool all the people all the time." We need to add to 
this that we cannot fool God any of the time. So it is 
time we stopped this foolishness of remaking God and 
let God remake us in the likeness of His Son. (Rom. 
8:29,30; 2 Cor. 5:17.) 

WHY I WANT TO 8ELlEVE THE 8IBLE 

Many years ago, when I was a young preacher, I read 
George W. Dehoff's splendid book on Why we Believe 
the Bible. The first chapter in that book is entitle Why 
I Want to Believe the Bible. When I first read this chap
ter I was not greatly impressed because I thought that 
why one wants to believe the Bible is not a sound reason 
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for believing it. And indeed it is not. But as the years 
have passed, and hopefully I have matured in the 
faith, I have come to appreciate more and more the 
thought of that chapter. While it is true that our want
ing to believe the Bible is not a sound reason for believ
ing it, it does establish some powerful presuppositions 
in favor of believing the Bible. 

For this reason I now give you some of the many 
reasons why I want to believe the Bible, why I want it to 
be true, some of which were suggested by brother De
Hoff. 

I. I 	 W ANT TO BELIEVE THE BIBLE BECAUSE I 
BELIEVE IN GOD 

1. 	 In this matter of belief in God, I am faced with 
an alternative: I must believe that all things are 
here either by the creative power of God or by 
pure chance. To believe in chance is to believe in 
a creation without a Creator, life without a llfe
giver, design without a designer; law without a 
lawgiver. To believe in chance development (evo
lution) is to belleve against all known facts and 
reason. 

2. 	 It is impossible for me to be intellectually honest 
and not believe in God. The mind is so constructed 
that it must believe that behind every effect 
there is an adequate cause. Creation is such a 
vast effect that no cause is adequate to explain 
it but God. 

3. 	 But if God is He surely has a will for man, His 
crea tion. But unless God has spoken there is no 
revelation of that wiH. 

4. 	 God has spoken. (Heb. 1:1-4.) The Bible is His 
word. 

II. I 	 W ANT TO BELIEVE THE BIBLE BECAUSE IT 
ANSWERS MAN'S THREE MOST PRESSING QUES
TIONS 

1. 	 Where did I come from -- my origin. (Gen. 
1 :26-28.) 

2. 	 Why am I here -- my purpose of being. (Rev. 4:11.) 
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3. 	 Where am I going -- my destiny. (l Thess. 4:16-18.) 
4. 	 Without the answer to these questions, man lives 

in total spiritual darkness. 

III. 	 I WANT TO BELIEVE THE BIBLE BECAUSE THERE 
ARE ONLY TWO CLASSES OF PEOPLE 

1. 	 Believers -- those who have heard the testimony 
{evidence} and believed the facts. Faith 
is the center of their living. 
Unbelievers -- those who reject the evidences. 
They believe against the facts. 

3. 	 I want to be numbered with the believers. 

IV. I WANT TO BELIEVE THE BIBLE BECAUSE I WANT 
TO BELIEVE IN LIFE AFTER DEATH 

1. 	 I love life and want to live on. {Cf. 1 Pet. 
3:10-12.} 

2. 	 The Bible teaches that we do live on. (Job 14:14; 
Matt. 22:29-32; John 11 :25.) 

3. 	 No other book offers a solid foundation for this 
hope. 

V. 	I WANT TO BELIEVE THE BIBLE BECAUSE I WANT 
TO SEE AGAIN THOSE WHO HAVE PRECEDED ME 
IN DEATH 

1. 	 The great people of the Bible, Peter, Paul, etc. 
2. 	 Some of the great preachers of the past. 
3. 	 Dad and mother, and many others. 

VI. 	I W ANT TO BELIEVE THE BIBLE BECAUSE 
I NEED AN UNERRING GUIDE 

1. 	 The Bible claims to be from God. {2Pet. 1:19,20.} 
2. 	 It claims to be the revelation of God's will. 

(l Cor. 2:10-13.) 
3. 	 It claims to be complete and perfect. {Gal. 

1:6-9; 2 Tim. 3:16,17.} 
4. 	 If 1ts claims are true, 1t is the standard I need. 

CONCLUSION 

There are many other reasons for wanting to believe 
the Bible, but I have given enough to show any who 
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are interested in their own souls that the presuppositions 
are in its favor. 

THE BIBLE AND EVOLUTION 

1 TIM. 6:20 

Believing as we do that the theory of evolution is 
contrary to the revealed will of God, we could 
not "keep that which is committed to our trust" without 
speaking out against the danger of this science falsely 
so called. 

In some circles men have talked about evolution so 
long that they have come to accept it as a fact. But it 
is not a fact; it is not even a scientific theory: it is a 
hypothesis. Definition of the three terms: (1) Hypothe
sis: A tentative solution or proposal concerning a prob
lem, a supposition, a guessed theory -- a theory to work 
on but one untested by the findings of research. (2) 
Theory: A formulated (or tested) hypothesis, a probable 
explanation of a problem. (3) A theory that has been 
tested by research and continues to work. No scientific 
fact is ever final. The hypothesis of evolution has be
come a theory only by seniority and not by accumulation 
of evidence. It is in this sense we refer to it as a theory. 

It is not my purpose here to either prove the Bible 
or disprove evolution. I simply wish to set forth the 
underlying philosophy of each. And when this is done, 
surely all will be able to see that there is simply no way 
to harmonize the theory of evolution with plain Bible 
teaching. The theistic evolutionists have tried this, but 
they have miserably failed. They always wind up deny
ing the Bible as the infallible, inerrent, immutable word 
of God. We thus note a few of the many irreconcilable 
differences. 

I. God 
1. The Bible pre-supposes 

pervading power back 
no power but of God." 

God 
of 

(Gen. l:l). 
everything. 

He is the 
"There is 
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2. 	 Evolution pre-supposes naturalism. There is no 

power of God. Everything is explained in terms 
of natural processes. This leaves no place for 
God. 

3. 	 These two philosophies are as different as night 
and day -- as different as creation and chance 
development. 

4. 	 Thus to start with God is to discard evolution; to 
start with evolution is to abandon God. There 
is no way to harmonize the two. 

II. CREAnON 

1. 	 The Bible reveals and teaches the creation of both 
matter and life by an Almighty Power. (Gen. 1,2). 

2. 	 Evolution teaches that matter and life are here 
as the results of a vast accident, caused by no 
outside force or power. 

3. 	 In the Bible, all things are made by God and for 
God (Col. 1:16,17; Rev. 4:11). Man is only a 
steward. In evolution, man is an accident, not 
accountable to any power above himself. 

4. 	 There is simply no way to harmonize these two 
vastly different philosophies -- to believe one 
is to disbelieve the other. 

III. MAN 

1. 	 The Bible presents man as an eternal being, cre
ated by God in the image of God (Gen. 
1 :26,27). Only the Bible answers the three most 
pressing questions pertaining to man: 
a. 	Where did he come from? From God (Gen. 

2:7; 2: 18-24.) 
b. Why is he here? To serve God. (Rev. 4:11). 
c. 	Where is he going? Back to God (Ecci. 12:7). 

2. 	 Evolution sees man as nothing more than a child 
of chance, the offspring of lower forms of life. 
It has no sensible answer to the questions: 
a. 	Where did he come from? Nowhere. Non-life 

produced life, like produced non-like, non-entity 
produced entity. 

b. 	Why is he here? He has no purpose of being. 
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c. 	Where is he going? Nowhere but back to non
entity. 

3. 	 There is no harmony between man as made in the 
image of God and man as a freak of nature -- a 
monkey who has lost his tail but found no soul. 

N. 	RESULTS 

1. 	 The Bible is ennobling, inspmng, motivational -- it 
builds character, instills righteousness, inspires 
hope. (Ps. 84:11.) 

2. 	 Evolution never contributed anything good to any
one -- it is an intellectually sophisticated effort 
to free man from the restraints of higher author
ity -- a mental pacificer for those who wish to 
remove God from creation. 

3. 	 The pages of history are replete with the lives of 
men and women who have been changed 
by the Bible. But who ever heard a man say, III 
was a drunk, abused my wife, neglected my child
ren, refused to pay my debts, etc. until one day 
I heard how man had evolved from a lower form 
of life, how that he is free from all responsibility, 
and that made a new man of me it dried up my 
drinking, made me love my wife, care for my 
children, and pay my debts?" 

CONCLUSION 

The Bible is (or contains) the fai th of Christians. 
They trust their souls to its truthfulness. 

Evolution is the faith of unbelievers. They are bet
ting their souls that they do not have a soul. 

PREACHING CHRIST (I) 

1 COR. 1:1,2 

"Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the 
same Scripture, and preached unto him Jesus." (Acts 
8:35.) As with Philip, preaching Jesus always has its 
roots in the Scriptures. Preaching Christ is not differ
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ent from preaching the gospel, and preaching the gospel 
is the mission of the church. (Matt. 28:18-20; Luke 
24:45-49.) But let us broaden our perspective: 

1. PUTTING THE TEXT IN ITS CONTEXT - 1 Cor. 
1:18-2:16. Here we see: 

1. 	 Man cannot know God's will by his own unaided 
wisdom. (I Cor. 1 =18-31.) 

2. 	 All knowledge of His will must come by revela
tion. (l Cor. 2:1-16.) 

3. 	 Thus when Paul preached Jesus he was preaching 
the scheme of redemption made known by divine 
revelation. 

II. HIS 	 DETERMINATION WAS TO PREACH THE DI
VINE RATHER THAN THE HUMAN. For example: 

1. 	 Divine creation rather than human evolution. 
(Gen. 1:1; Acts 17:22-31.) 

2. 	 Divine birth rather than human birth. (Isa. 7:14; 
Matt. 1:18-23.) 

3. 	 Divine message rather than human message. 
(2 Tim. 4:2.) 

4. 	 Divine sacrifice rather than human work. (Eph. 
1 :7; 2:8,9.) 

5. 	 Divine plan rather than human experience. (Acts 
2:38; 22:16; 9,22,26.) 

6. 	 Divine church rather than human denominational
ism. (Matt. 16=18; Eph. 3:10,11.) 

7. 	 Divine worship rather than human entertainment. 
(John 4:23,24.) 

8. 	 Divine way to live rather than fleshly desires. 
(Gal. 5:19-23.) 

9. 	 Divine hope rather than human gloom. (Rom. 
8:24,25.) 

III. 	WHATEVER PAUL PREACHED WAS PREACHING 
CHRIST 
1. 	 He preached the Scriptures. (Acts 13:16-41.) 
2. 	 He preached faith in Christ. (Acts 13:39; Rom. 

5: 1.) 
3. 	 He preached repentance. (Acts 17:30.) 
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4. 	 He preached confession. (Rom. 10:9,10.) 
5. 	 He preached baptism. (Rom. 6:3,4; Gal. 3:26,27.) 
6. 	 He preached forgiveness only through Christ. 

(Acts13:38.) 
7. preached the church. (Eph. 5:23-30.) 
8. 	 He preached the resurrection. (l Cor. 15:12-20.) 
9. 	 He preached against the works of the flesh. 

(Gal. 5:19-21.) 

CONCLUSION 

If one is to preach Christ he must preach all that 
He is, all that He said, all that He offered, all that He 
promised -- nothing in divine revelation can be omitted. 
Thus to preach Christ is to preach His will, His word, 
His plan, His system. 

PREACHING CHRIST (2) 

ACTS 8:5,12 

"Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and 
preached Christ unto them." To find out what Philip 
preached is to find out what it means to preach Christ. 

I. HE PREACHED THE WORD. (Acts 8:4,5.) 

1. 	 This was Paul's charge. (2 Tim. 4:2.) 
2. 	 But what does it mean to preach the word? 

a. 	Morp than citing Scripture. Armstrong and 
J.W.'s do this. 

b. 	More than find a Scripture to say what you 
want it to say, regardless of context. (E.g. 
Rom. 14:23.) 

c. 	More than an all Scripture sermon. This might 
be good but it is not what Paul had in 
mind. 

d. Me re than "proof-texting." 
e. 	It means to say what the Bible says in the 

context in which it says it. 
f. 	It means to preach the word rightly divided. 

(2 Tim. 2:15.) 
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II. HE PREACHED THE KINGDOM. (Acts 8:12.) 

1. 	 To understand the kingdom we must go back to 
the promise made to Abraham. (Gen. 12:1-3.) It 
was dual in nature: 
a. 	The land promise -- fulfilled in national Israel. 

(Joshua 21 :43-45; 23:14,) 
b. 	The spiritual promise -- fulfilled in Christ and 

Christian system. (Gal. 3:7-29.) 
2. 	 The kingdom and the church are identical to 

preach one is to preach the other. 
a. 	Same in prophecy. (Isa. 2:2-4; Dan. 2:44.) 
b. 	Same in builder. (Matt. 16:18,19.) 
c. 	Same in establishment -- kingdom was prom

ised (Matt. 3:2) but the church came (Acts 2). 
d. 	Same in composition. (John 3:5; 1 Cor. 12:13.) 
e. 	Same in service to the Lord and King. 

3. 	 Thus to preach the kingdom is to preach the 
church and to preach the church is to preach it: 
a. 	In prophecy and fulfillment. 
b. In establishment and ownership. 
c. 	In mission and organization. 
d. In its means of entrance. 
e. 	In faithfulness in both doctrine and life. 
f. 	In worship. 
g. 	In its destin y. 
h. In its head. 

Ill. 	HE PREACHED THE NAME OF CHRIST 

1. 	 His name is above every name. (Phil. 2 11.) 
2. 	 Salvation is in it. (Acts 4:12.) 
3. 	 All things must be done in His name. (Col. 3;17.) 

For example: 
a. 	Preaching. (Luke 24;46,47.) 
b. 	Baptism. (Acts 2:38; 10:47; 19:1-5.) 
c. 	Prayer. (John 14:13,14; 15:16; 16:23-26; Eph. 

5:20.) 
d. 	One can preach nothing in the name of Christ 

that He has not authorized. 
4. 	 To preach the name of Christ is to preach His 

authority and preach by His authority. (Matt. 
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28:18.) This means to preach His Lordship. (Acts 
2:36.) 

CONCLUSION 

Preach the word rightly divided and you will preach 
Jesus highly exalted. 

PREACHING CHRIST (3) 

ROM. 16:2.5-27 

These verses are the conclusion of the most 
profound epistle in inspired literature -- the epistle that 
tackles the problem of human redemption logically. 
Four sections in Romans: 

1. 	 The theme: the gospel God's power to save. 
0:1-17.) 

2. 	 The need: the gospel God's power to save from 
sin. (l :18-3:19.) 

3. 	 The method: how the gospel saves from sin. 
(3:2-11 :36.) 

4. 	 The results: practical results of salvation from 
sin. 02:1-16:27.) 

But before we discuss the text directly, two other 
facts about Paul's preaching should be observed. (to 
show that preaching Jesus is preaching the divine pur
pose). 

I. PAUL'S PHILOSOPHY OF PREACHING. 1 Cor. 
9:16. Here we see: 

1. 	 He did not view preaching as a glorified position. 
2. 	 He preached out of internal compulsion. 
3. 	 He was confined to the gospel message. 

II. PAUL'S NEED FOR PREACHING. Rom. 1:14...;16. 

1. 	 He was a debtor. (Rom. 1:14.) 
2. 	 He was ready. (Rom. 1:15.) 
3. 	 He was not ashamed. (Rom. 1:16.) 
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IH. PAUL'S PURPOSE IN PREACHING. Rom+ 16:25-27. 

1. 	 To establish you. (V. 25.) 
a. 	According to the gospel. 
b. 	The preaching of Jesus Christ. i. 
c. 	According to the revelation of the mystery. 
d. All three are equivalent statements. i 

2. 	 To reveal the mystery. (Vv. 25,26.) 
a. 	The revelation of the mystery was prdaimed by 

commandment. (Matt. 28:18-20; Luke! 2'+;'+'+-46.) 
b. 	It had been kept secret. (l Cor. 2:9,nD.) 
c. 	But is now revealed by Scripture o~ the pro

phets. ; 
3. 	 To preach Jesus Christ. This involves: I 

a. 	His pre-existence. (John 1:1-3,1'+.) i 
b. His birth. (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18-23.) I 
c. 	His perfect life. (1 Pet. 2:22; 1 IJohn 3:5; 

Heb. '+:15; 7:26; 2 Cor. 5;21.) i 

d. His vicar ious death. (Heb. 9:24-26.) i 
e. 	His burial and resurrection. (1 Cor J, 15:1-20.) 
f. 	 His ascension. (Acts 1:9-11.) ! 

g. His coming again. (1 Thess. '+:1'+-18.) I 
'+. 	 To make known the commandments o~ God for 

obedience of faith. (V. 26.) I 
a. 	This means that whatever God comrhands, we 

are to obey. I 
b. To 	 preach Christ then is to preach ~he revel

ation of the mystery of God. For Iexample: 
(1) The plan of salvation. 	 i 
(2) 	The plan of worship. l 
(3) 	Church organization. I 
(4) 	Christian living. 

CONCLUSION 

To preach Christ is to preach the gospel, the word, 
the commandments, etc. Too often we want to help 
God out by preaching more than He has revealed. 
But to preach the unrevealed is not preaching Christ. 
Preaching Christ is preaching the mystery revealed. 
(1 Cor. 1:18-2:16.) : 
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PREACHING CHRIST (4) 

1 JOHN 1:1-4 

Preaching that does not have Christ as its center 
has no place in the Lord's scheme. Christ is the cehter 
of: ! 

1. 	 Creation. (John 1 ;3.) 
2. 	 The Bible. 
3. 	 Redemption. (Eph. 1 :3,4.) 
4. 	 The church. (Col. 1:1 g.) 
5. 	 The Christian life. (Col. 2;20.) 
6. 	 The consummation. (1 Cor. 15:24.) 
7. The judgment. (Acts 17:31.) • 

All this, and much more, John presents to us in the ~our 
verses of our text. I call your attention to wha~ he 
says under four headings. . 

I. THAT WHICH WAS FROM THE BEGINNING (V. ~) 
! 

1. 	 Before creation -- in all eternity. (Ps. 9P:2.) 
2. 	 He was with God. (John 1 :1,2.) 
3. 	 The agent of creation. (Col. 1:16,17.) 
4. 	 Thus to preach Christ is to preach His eternal 

existence and creative work. 

II. THAT THEY SAW (VV. 1,2.) 

1. 	 God in the flesh was not an allusion -- ,they 
heard, they had seen, they had looked upon, 
they had handled. 

! 

2. 	 He was manifest (revealed). ' 
3. 	 They bore witness of what they had seen ITwo 

questions: 
a. 	Had they seen what they thought they saw? 
b. 	Is their witness trustworthy? !i 
c. 	Jesus is either more than a man or their t~sti-

mony of Him is false. , 
4. 	 Preaching Christ then is preaching His ea~thly 

existence as God in the flesh -- truly God, truly 
man. 
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III. 	THAT THEY DECLARED (V. 3) 

1. 	 That which they had seen: 
a. 	Him in the flesh. (John 1:14.) 
b. His miracles. (John 11.) 
c. 	His compassion. (Mark 1 :41; 7: 13.) 
d. His crucifixion. (Matt. 27:36.) 
e. 	After He arose. (1 Cor. 15:1-8.) 
f. 	Him ascend. (Acts 1:9-11.) 

2. 	 That which they heard: 
a. 	Call to discipleship. (Matt. 4:18,19.) 
b. His parables. 
c. 	His commands. (John 14:15.) 
d. His sermons. (Matt. 5,6,7.) 
e. 	His promises. (Matt. 16:18.) 
f. 	His commission. (Matt. 28:18-20.) 
g. 	Promise to come again. (John 14:1-6.)1 

3. 	 Preaching Christ is preaching that \}'hich the 
apostles declared they had seen and heard. 

IV. 	THAT THEY WROTE (V. 4). The thingt we now 
have in the NT. 

1. 	 By direction of the HS. (John 16:q; 2 Pet. 
1 :20,21.) 

2. 	 By inspiration. (2 Tim. 3:16,17.) 
3. 	 By revelation. (1 Cor. 1:18-2:16.) 
4. 	 Preaching Christ is preaching that which the 

apostles wrote -- that which they delilvered by 
inspiration. i 

CONCLUSION 

Preaching Christ is preaching His gospe~. (Rom. 
1:16; 1 Cor. 9:16; 15:1-5.) 

A WONDERFUL SAVIOUR 

ISA. 9:6 

Everything about Jesus is wonderful. (Matt. 2,1 :15,16.) 
No wonder then that we love to sing, "A W]onderful 
Saviour is Jesus my Lord." 
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L WHAT WE AFFIRM IN THE SONG 

1. 	 "He hides my soul in the cleft of the rock." 
a. 	He hides my life in the depths of His Love. 
b. 	He covers me there with His hand. 

2. 	 He takes my burden away. 
a. 	He hal ds me up. 
b. He gives me strength as my day. 

3. 	 With numberless blessings each moment He 
crowns. 

4. 	 We will rise to meet Him in the clouds. 

n. THE WONDERFUL SAVIOUR 

1. 	 Wonderful in His pre-existence. (John 1:1-3; 
Phil. 2:5-11.) 

2. 	 Wonderful in His birth. (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:22,23.) 
3. 	 Wonderful in His perfect life. (1 Pet. 2:22; 

1 John 3:5; Heb. 4:15; John 8:46.) 
'+. 	 Wonderful in doctrine and truth. (Matt. 7:28,29; 

John 14:6; 8:31,32.) 
5. 	 Wonderful in sacrifice. (Matt. 28:20; Eph. 1 :7; 

1 Pet. 1 :18,19.) 
6. 	 Wonderful in His resurrection. (Matt. 28:5,6; 

1 Cor. 15:12-20.) 
7. 	 Wonderful in His scheme of redemption. (1 Cor. 

8:9; Acts 2.) 
8. 	 Wonderful in His forgiveness. (Acts 2:38.) 
9. 	 Wonderful in His love. (John 3:16; Rom. 5:6-8.) 

10. 	Wonderful in grace. (Eph. 2:8,9; Titus 2:11.) 
11. 	 Wonderful in His promise to come again. (John 

1'+:1-3; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Thes$. '+:17,18.) 

CONCLUSION 

A wonderful Saviour is Jesus my Lord! He is wonder
ful because He wants to be your Saviour, too. 
H you will accept Him as your wonderful Saviour, all 
you must do is obey His wonderful plan, receive His 
wonderful forgiveness, be a part of His wonderful 
people, enjoy His wonderful blessings, and live in His 
wonderful hope. This is a wonderful time to obey the 
wonderful Saviour. 

89 



MARKS OF THE LORD JESUS 


GAL. 6:17 


Paul had suffered many things for h is Lord, and the 
marks of that suffering remained in h is body. 
That is, His body bore the scars of h is suffering. He 
thus uses the scars left by his suffering as a testimony 
to the truth of the gospel he proclaimed. 

But there is another sense in which we can bear the 
marks of Christ, namely, the marks that show we are 
living for Him. These are the marks to which I now 
call your attention: 

I. THE MARK OF LOVE. (John 15:13; Rom. 5:8.) 

1. 	 Love is a mark of discipleship. (John 13:35.) 
2. 	 Love is an abiding principle. (1 Cor. 13:13.) 
3. 	 Without it, no service is acceptable. (l Cor. 13.) 

II. THE MARK OF OBEDIENCE 

1. 	 Become Christians in obedience. (Rom. 6:16-18.) 
2. 	 Must continue in that obedience. (Rev. 2;10.) 

III. 	THE MARK OF WORK. (John 9:4; 17:4.) 

1. 	 Much work to do in God's vineyard. 
2. 	 The work of the church can be viewed in four 

aspects: 
a. 	Preach the gospel. (Mark 16:15,16; Acts 8:4-.) 
b. 	Edification. (Matt. 28:20; Jude 20,21.) 
c. 	Benevolence. (Gal. 6:9,10; James 2:27.) 
d. Worship. (John 4-:23,24.) 

IV. 	THE MARK OF SACRIFICE. (Rom. 12:1; 2 Cor. 8:5.) 

1. 	 We must first give self. (Matt. 6:33; 16:24-.) 
2. 	 Everything else, time, talent, and money wil1 

follow. 

V. THE MARK OF PURITY. (l Pet. 2:22; John 8:46.) 

1. 	 Leave off fleshly works. (Gal. 5:19-21.) 
2. 	 Bear fruit of the Spirit. (Gal. 5:22,23.) 
3. 	 Follow after holiness. (Heb. 12:14.) 
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VI. 	THE MARK OF GROWTH. (Luke 2:52.) 

1. 	 Charged to grow. (2 Pet. 3:18.) 
2. 	 Growth comes by: 

a. 	Proper food. (Heb. 5:12-14; 1 Pet. 2:1-3.) 
b. 	Exercise -- doing what God says to do. 

CONCLUSION 

These are not all the marks that should characterize 
a christian, but perhaps enough to show that we are to 
be like our Lord in every way. (2 Pet. 1 :4; 1 Pet. 
2:21,22.) 

WHAT CRUCIFIED CHRIST? 

1 COR. 15:1-4 

The cross (or rather what happened on the cross) is 
the central focus of Christianity. There Jesus died for 
the sins of the whole world (l John 2:2), and without His 
death there would be no gospel, no forgiveness of sins, 
and consequently no hope of salvation from sin. To try 
to get this central message into our hearts, I now raise 
the question, "What crucified Christ?" We will note a 
four-fold answer: 

I. LOVE CR UCIFIED HIM 

1. 	 God's love for lost man. (John 3:16.) 
2. 	 But how did the love of God crucify Christ? 

a. 	Man had sinned. (Rom. 3:9,23; 5:12; 11 :32.) 
Because of sin, the penalty of death was upon 
him. (Gen. 2:17; Rom. 6:23.) 

b. 	It took the death of Christ to pay that debt. 
(Heb. 9:21,22; Rom. 5:8-10.) 

c. 	Thus the love of God provided Christ to die on 
that cruel tree in our stead. 

3. 	 It was therefore love that crucified Him! 

II. 	HATE CRUCIFIED HIM 

1. 	 God hated sin -- or the condition man was thrown 
into because of sin. (Hab. 1:13; Provo 6:16-19.) 
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The Lord has specifically named some sins He 
hates: 
a. 	Robbery for burnt offerings. (Isa. 61 :8.) 
b. 	Abominable things (idolatry). (Jer. 44:4.) 
c. 	Feast days. (Amos 5:21.) 
d. Evil imaginations and false oaths. (Zech. 8:17.) 
e. 	Putting away. (Mal. 2:15,16.) 
f. 	The Nicholaitans. (Rev. 2:6.) 

2. 	 The problem of every accountable person is the 
sin problem -- every problem of the world is the 
sin problem. 

3. 	 God wanted to justify the sinner, but without the 
payment of death for sin He coult not be just and 
do so. (Rom. 3:26.) Since death was the only 
solution, His hatred for the condition of sin moti
vated Him to provide the remedy. 

4. 	 It was thus hatred that crucified Christ! 

III. 	JOY CR UCIFIED CHRIST 

1. 	 It pained the heart of God for man to be lost. 
(2 Pet. 3:9.) 

2. 	 Man's salvation brings great joy to Him. (Luke 
15:6.) 

3. 	 Christ endured the cross to save man -- for the 
joy that was set before Him. (Heb. 12:2.) 

4. 	 Thus joy crucified Christ! (Heb. 12:2.) 

IV. 	SIN CRUCIFIED CHRIST 

1. 	 Not the sin of Christ. He was sinless. (1 Pet. 
2:22; John 7:18; 8:46.) His sinlessness is why He 
could become an acceptable sacrifice for us -- the 
sinless dying for the sinner. 

2. 	 The cross should help us see sin's ugliness. It is 
a crime against God -- against God's love. He 
is Ruler by right of creation. Sin is the rejection 
of this right -- it is removing oneself out from 
under the rule of God to his own rule. 

3. 	 But we try to make sin a misdemeanor rather 
than a crime. Seeing it as less serious than it is, 
we try to remedy it by: 
a. 	Human philosophy. 
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b. 	Higher education. 
c. 	Social improvement. 

It. 	 But sin demands death -- every sin, your sin, my 
sin, the sin of the whole world. ( John 2:2.) 
Death is therefore its only remedy. 

5. 	 Sin crucified Christ! 

CONCLUSION 

So far we have viewed the crucifixion from the 
vantage point of God. It was a voluntary act on the 
part of Christ -- He did it because of love, hate, joy, 
and sin. But man is not gull tless in this matter. The 
Bible ascr ibes the crucifixion to: 

1. 	 Envy. (Matt. 27:1&.) 
2. 	 Greed -- sold for 30 pieces of silver. (Matt. 

26:15.) 
3. Ignorance. (Acts 3;1.3-1&.) 

None of these things could have held Jesus to the cross 
had it not been for His love for us, His hatred for sin, 
His joy in being able to provide salvation, and the neces
sity of paying the price of redemption. 

Love, hate, joy, and sin crucified Christ! But if we 
are lost, if we do not accept and appropriate the offer 
of salvation, it was all in vain. Respond to God's love 
for you, turn away from that hated thing, and make His 
joy complete. 

IF CHRIST BE NOT RISEN 

1 COR. 15:12-29 

Look at Paul's list of the consequences which follow 
the erronous view that there is no resurrection: 

1. 	 If no resurrection, Christ is not risen. (v. 1.3.) 
2. 	 If Christ is not risen, our preaching vain. (v. lit.) 
3. 	 If preaching is vain, the apostles are false wit

nesses. (vv. 15,16.) 
4. 	 If they are false witnesses, faith IS vam. 

(vv. 14,1 7.) 
5. 	 If faith is vam, we are yet in our sins. (v.17.) 

93 




We have no means of forgiveness. 
6. 	 If yet in sin, the dead are perished. (v. 18.) 
7. 	 If the dead are perished, hope is for this life only. 

(v. 18.) 
8. 	 If hope is for this life only, we are to be pitied 

above all men. (v. 19.) 
As this demonstrates, everything depends upon the 

resurrection of Christ. If He be not risen, then: 

I. THE BIBLE IS A POWERLESS BOOK 

1. 	 Its inspiration a fantasy. (2 Tim. 3;16.) 
2. 	 Its message a farce. (Rom. 1 :16.) 

II. THE CHURCH IS ONLY A SOCIAL CLUB 

1. 	 No divine builder. (Matt. 16:18.) 
2. 	 No divine mission. (Matt. 28:18-20.) 

III. 	WORSHIP IS A SHAM 

1. 	 Dead as the Christ it praises. 
2. 	 Meaningless as the sealed tomb. 

IV. 	SIN REIGNS SUPREME 

1. 	 There is no forgiveness. (Acts 2:38.) 
2. 	 There is no deliverance. (Rom. 8:1.) 

V. CHRISTIANITY IS A HUMAN RELIGION 

1. 	 It originated with man. 
2. 	 It has thrived on falsehood. (I Cor. 15:1-4.) 

VI. 	HOPE IS A F ANTASY 

1. 	 There is no anchor of the soul. (Heb. 6: 19.) 
2. 	 This life is all there is -- the grave is its goal. 

VII. HEAVEN IS A HOLLOW DREAM 

1. 	 He has not gone to prepare a place. (John 
14:1-4.) 

2. 	 All the dead are perished..• and we shall perish 
with them. 

CONCLUSION 

"But now is Christ risen." (v. 20.) And that makes 
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all the difference in the world... and in eternity. This 
means that the Bible is a powerful book, the church is 
a divine institution, worship is a meaningful experience, 
there is redemption from sins, Christianity is divine, 
hope is sure, and heaven is real. 

COME SEE THE PLACE WHERE THE LORD LAY 

MATT. 28:6 

The resurrection of Christ is the proof of His Sonship 
(Rom. 1:4), the heart of the gospel (I Cor. 15:1-4), the 
guarantee of our own resurrection (I Cor. 15:12-20), and 
the assurance of judgment (Acts 17:31). The empty tomb 
is a problem to those who deny the resurrection. What 
happened to the body? One of three things: 

1. 	 The disciples stole Him away. If they did, why 
would they have come searching for Him? Why 
would they have preached, lived, and died for a 
lie? 

2. 	 His enemies removed the body. This is unreason
able because: (a) They wanted the tomb secured 
so the body would remain undisturbed. (Matt. 
27:62-66.) (b) Why did they not produce it when 
the apostles proclaimed that He had risen? 

3. He arose. This is our faith! 

Three challenging statements made in the text: 

1. 	 He is not here. They were seeking the living 

among the dead. 
2. 	 He is risen. He had kept His word. 
3. Come, see the place where He lay. 

Come and see is the invitation I now give you. 


I. COME SEE IT IN SORROW 

1. 	 For our sins (which put Him there). 
2. 	 For cruel humanity who clammored for His death 

because they hated His ways. 
3. 	 For the great agony he suffered. (Isa. .53:lJ..) 
lJ.. 	 For the fact that His death was necessary to pay 

my sin debt. 
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5. 	 For the fact that sinful men have rejected Him, 
both then and now. 

II. COME SEE IT WITH JOY 

1. 	 Death has. been conquered -- has lost its sting. 
(l Cor. 15:54-57.) 

2. 	 Our sin debt has been paid. 
3. 	 Death and hades could not hold him. (Matt. 16:18; 

Acts 2:25-32.) 
4. 	 A power greater than death is manifest. 

III. 	COME SEE IT IN AWE 

1. 	 It is empty! 
2. 	 A mighty deed has been wrought by heaven. 
3. 	 Knowing that every grave will someday be emp

tied. (1 Cor. 15 :20-24.) 
4. 	 The prince of this world has been judged. (John 

16:11.) 
5. 	 God lived as man and died for his salvation. 

IV. 	COME SEE IT IN HOPE 

1. 	 His empty tomb means that ours too will be 
emptied. (l Cor. 15:12-20.) 

2. 	 He has gone before to prepare for us a place. 
(John 14:1-6.) 

CONCLUSION 

Come see the place where the Lord lay -- see It In 

sorrow, see it in joy, see it in awe, and see it in hope. 

LET THE REDEEMED OF THE LORD SAY SO 

PS. 107:2 
Some things are to be shouted from the housetop. 


As the ancient leper, who was excluded from the com

munity, was required to cry out when someone was 

about to approach him, ItUnclean! unclean!1t So let 

th~ redeemed shout from every nook and corner, "re

, deemed! Redeemed!1t Let all know of this joyful news. 
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The text sets forth three concepts: 
1. 	 They are redeemed -- purchased. (1 Cor. 6:19,20; 

Acts 20:28.) 
2. 	 They are redeemed of the Lord -- they belong to 

the Lord. (l Pet. 1;18,19.) 
3. 	 They are redeemed from the enemy. Our enemy 

is sin. 

But what should the redeemed say? 


I. THEY BELIEVE IN GOD. This faith eliminates all 
the foolishness of unbelief, such as 

1. 	 Evolution -- a mental pacifier to substitute for 
God. 

2. 	 Human philosophy -- man's learning and logic 
against God's wisdom. (1 Cor. 1:21.) 

3. 	 Science falsely so called. (l Tim. 6:20.) Even 
true science is a human enterprise, useful to man 
but no substitute for God. 

II. 	THEY BELIEVE IN CHRIST 

1. 	 His pre-existence. (John 1:1-4,14.) 
2. 	 His virgin birth. (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:22,23.) 
3. 	 His perfect life and teaching. (l Pet. 2:21,22.) 
4. 	 His vicarious death. (Heb. 9:28.) 
5. 	 His glorious resurrection. (1 Cor. 15:20.) 
6. 	 His ascension. (Acts 1:9-11.) 
7. 	 His second coming. (l Thess. 4:16-18.) 

III. 	THEY BELIEVE THE BIBLE - its inspiration. (Matt. 
4:4; 2 Tim. 3:16,17.) 

IV. 	THEY BELIEVE IN SIN AND REDEMPTION 

1. 	 Sin is real and it brings death. (Rom. 6:23.) 
2. 	 Redemption is necessary because of sin. 

V. THEY BELIEVE IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE - a life 
devoted to the service of Christ. But how effective 
could the proclamation of redemption be if one: 

1. 	 Neglects the assembly. (Heb. 10:25.) 
2 . Fails to give as prospered. (2 Cor. 9:6,7.) 
3. 	 Lives in impurity. (James 1:27.) 
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CONCLUSION 

The Lord redeems His people from the enemy: 
1. 	 Satan -- his power is limited. 
2. 	 Sin -- it can be forgiven. 
3. 	 The flesh -- it is no longer master. 
4. 	 The world -- it is not our home. 
5. Eternal destruction. 

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so! 

If you are not redeemed, if you are still living under 


the burden of unforgiven sins, let the Lord redeem you 
by obedience to His will. 

WHAT IS THE CHURCH 

EPH. 3:21 

Few subjects, if any, are as clearly set forth in the 
New Testament Scriptures as is the church. And few 
subjects, if any, are more abysmally misunderstood. 

The specific subject for this study has dozens of 
passages bearing upon it. In fact the question, What is 
the church? is so clearly answered that we can but mar
vel at the vast misunderstanding about it among Bible 
students. Is it because we have not studied the Bible 
to see what it teaches? Let us observe: 

I. THE CHURCH IS THAT WHICH WAS FORETOLD BY 
THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS. (Isa. 2:2-4; 9:6,7; 
Dan. 2:44; Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:14-41; 1 Cor. 2 :9,10.) 

II. THE CHURCH IS THE CALLED OUT 

1. 	 The word translates the Greek ekklesia which 
means "that which is called out." (Young) 

2. 	 To be a Christian, a member of the church, one 
must be called out of the world. (1 John 2:15-17; 
2 Cor. 6:17,18.) 

III. 	THE CHURCH IS THAT WHICH JESUS BUILT. 
(Matt. 16:16-18.) 

IV. 	THE CHURCH IS THE SAVED. (Acts 2:47.) Adam 
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Clarke says, "Such as should be saved" is "improper 
and unsupportable." He adds that the meaning is 
simply, nAnd the Lord added daily to those who were 
saved." Thus those being saved were added to 
those who were already saved (the church). 

V. THE CHURCH IS THE BLOOD PURCHASED. 
20:28.) 

(Acts 

1. No blood, no remission. (Heb. 9:22.) 
2. Christians are the blood purchased. 

1:18:19; Rev. 7:14; 1 Cor. 6:19,20.) 
(Pet. 

VI. THE CHURCH IS THE BODY OF CHRIST. 
1:22,23; Col. 1;18.) There is but one body. 

(Eph. 
(Eph. 

4:4; 	Rom. 12:4; 1 Cor. 12:13; Eph. 2:16.) 

VII. 	THE CHURCH IS THAT OVER WHICH CHRIST IS 
HEAD. (Eph. 5:23.) 

1. 	The head rules the body. 
2. 	Catholicism has one body with two heads; pro

testantism has many bodies with one head; the 
Bible has one head over one body. 

VIII. 	THE CHURCH IS THAT WHICH IS SUBJECT TO 
CHRIST. (Eph. 5:24.) 

IX. 	THE CHURCH IS THE SANCTIFIED AND CLEANSED 
(Eph. 5:25-27.) 

X. 	THE CHURCH IS THAT TO WHICH CHRISTIANS 
ARE COME. (Heb. 12:18-28.) 

XI. 	THE CHURCH IS THE BRIDE OF CHRIST.' (Rom. 
7:1-4; Rev. 22:17.) 

XII. 	THE CHURCH IS THE HOUSE OR FAMILY OF GOD. 
(1 Tim. 3:15; John 3:5.) 

XIII. 	THE CHURCH IS THAT WHICH WILL BE PRESENT
ED TO CHRIST AT HIS COMING. (Eph. 5:27.) 

XIV. 	THE CHURCH IS THAT WHICH WAS PURPOSED BY 
GOD FROM ALL ETERNITY. (Eph. 3:IO,ll.) 

XV. 	THE CHURCH IS THAT THROUGH WHICH WE 
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ARE TO GLORIFY GOD. (Eph. 3:21; Matt. 4:10.) 

CONCLUSION 
When we see this vast array of scriptural teaching 

on the church, we can reach but one of two conclusions 
about those who say the church is non-essential and 
unimportant -- that one does not have to be a member 
of it to be saved: either they do not know what the 
New Testament teaches about the church or else they 
are speaking of something other than the New Testa
ment church. 

THOSE WHO KEEP THE CHURCH ALIVE 

Some churches live and thrive (e.g. the Philippian 
church, Phil. 1 :3-7), although they may die later. Some 
are in the process of dying -- they will die unless they 
change their courses (e.g. the church at Ephesus, Rev. 
2:4,5). Others are already dead (for all practical 
purposes) but continue on as some kind of entity (e.g. 
the Laodicean church, Rev. 3:15-17). Many others are 
gone out of existence altogether. 

What is the difference? Why do some churches live 
and some die? The answer lies in the quality of each 
church's members. There are some who keep the church 
alive. Who are they? 

I. THE FAITHFUL - the dependable. 
I 

1. 	Dependability is one of the most outstanding traits 
of those who accomplish things. Dependability 
is essential to success. 

2. 	Some things in which faithfulness can be observed: 
a. 	Bible study -- both group and private. (Acts 

17:11.) 
b. 	Purity of life. (James 1 :27; Matt. 5:13-16.) 
c. 	Prayer. (Acts 2:42; Col. 4:2,3.) 
d. 	Attendance. (Heb. 10:25.) 
e. 	Service. (Matt. 25:31.) 
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II. 	THE WILLING - those with a will to do. 

1. 	Some are willing to do; others are willing 
to let them do; but it is the willing to do who 
keep the church alive. (John 7:17; 2 Cor. 8:12.) 

2. Willingness manifests itself in: 
a. 	A willingness to take on new tasks. This makes 

work more challenging. 
b. A 	 willingness to learn -- to spend time and 

money to develop potential, such as song lead
er, preacher, visitation, home studies, etc. 

c. 	A willingness to improve -- to try to make 
every day better than the day before. Illus
tration: High in the Swis Alps there is a soli
tary grave. Nothing but a small wooden cross 
marks its site. Written on that cross are these 
revealing words: "He died climbing!" That 
should describe every Christian. 

d. A 	 willingness to get involved. Consider early 
Christians in the book of Acts. 

e. 	A willingness to develop into teachers (Acts 
8:4; James 3:1, ASV) and leaders -- elders, 
deacons, people who set the pace. 

f. 	A willingness to practice the truth, even in 
difficult situations, e.g. withdrawal of fellow
ship. (1 Cor. 5:9-11.) 

III. THE LIBERAL - those who live to give. 

1. 	Christianity is a religion of selfless service. 
2. 	Those who follow the Master must give their: 

a. 	Time -- we must give an account as to how we 
use it. (Eph..5:16.) 

b. 	Talent -- both what we are and what we can 
become. (Matt. 25:14-30.) 

c. 	Means -- the Lord loves a cheerful giver. 
(1 Cor. 16:1,2; 2 Cor. 9:6,7.) 

CONCLUSION 

Would you want to see the church die? If not, then 
why not become one of those who keep it alive, one 
who is faithful, willing, and liberal? 
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I LOVE THY KINGDOM, LORD 


MATT. 6:33; ROM. 14:17 


The kingdom of heaven, or church of our Lord, is 
one of the most vital institutions to ever grace 
the earth. But it is not earthly in nature -- It IS spir
itual (John 18:36), spiritual because it is heavenly in 
origin and mission. To be in it is to have citizenship in 
heaven. (Eph. 2:12.) 

When we know what the kingdom is, what it stands 
for, what it means to be a citizen in it, we would be 
heartless ingrates not to love it. 

Let us approach the subject by a study of each word 
in the title to the much loved song, "I Love Thy King
dom, Lord." 

I. !. LOVE THY KINGDOM, LORD. I love it because of: 

1. 	Who I am -- a being made in the image of God. 
(Gen. 1 :26,27.) 

2. What 	 He made me -- a free moral agent. This 
means that I have a God-given right to choose. 

3. What 	 I have become -- a child of the King! A
dopted into His family. (Gal. 4:4-6; 1 Tim. 3:15.) 

4. What I am going to be in eternity. (1 John 3:2.) 

II. I LOVE THY KINGDOM, 	LORD 

1. I love 	it because of what love is -- the affection 
of the heart. 

2. 	But true love, real love, makes demands: 
a. 	Devote the heart to it. (Matt. 6:33.) 
b. 	To protect its good name by godly living. 

(Titus 2:11,12.) 
c. 	To obey its laws. (Matt. 7:21; Luke 6:46.) 
d. 	To defend its territory. (Jude 3.) 
e. 	To serve its cause. (Matt. 28:18-20.) 
f. 	To be faithful to the King. (Rev. 2:10.) 

III. I LOVE THY KINGDOM, LORD 

1. 	It is His, not mine. I love all that is His when 
I love Him. 
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2. 	It is composed of His people. (John 3:3-5.) 
3. He is the King! (1 Tim. 6:15.) 

IV. I LOVE THY KINGDOM, LORD 

1. 	It is the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 4:17; Col. 
I:13.) 

2. 	It originated with God and was established by 
Christ. 
a. 	Purchased by God. (Eph. 3:10,11.) 
b. 	Promised by God. (Gen. 3:15; 12:1-3.) 
c. 	Prophecied by God. (Isa. 2:2-4; Dan. 2:44.) 
d. 	Prepared for by John. (Matt. 3:1,2.) 
e. 	Purchased by Christ. (Acts 20:28.) 
f. 	Perfected by the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2.) 
g. 	Promoted by the apostles In their preaching: 

(1) Plan of salvation. 
(2) Organization. 
(3) Name. 
(4) Mission. 
(5) Hope. 

3. 	Furthermore, I love it because: 
a. 	Its enduring nature. (Heb. 12:28.) 
b. 	What it has meant to me in my life, work, fam

ily, etc. 
c. 	It is governed by divine law. 
d. 	Its mission is unlimited. (Matt. 28:18-20.) 
e. 	It never changes heads, Lords, or Saviours. 

(Acts 2:36; Heb. 13:8.) 
F. 	Heaven is its destiny. 

V. 	 I LOVE THY KINGDOM, LORD 

1. 	Jesus is Lord. (Acts 2:36.) I have accepted Him 
as my Lord. 

2. By 	 accepting Him as Lord, I have settled every 
issue of life. He commands. I obey. (Heb. 5:8,9.) 

CONCLUSION 

I love thy kingdom, Lord! All of us can sing that, 
and perhaps with some sincerity, but to sing and 
say it is not enough. We must love it with our whole 
being. And we must demonstrate that love by faithful
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ness to its King and its mission. Love is demonstrated 
by action. (John 14:15,21,23,24.) 

''BRING US TOGETHER" 

2 COR. 5:19,20 

In his victory speech a few hours following the an
nouncement that he had been elected 37th President of 
the United States, Richard M. Nixon told of a teenage 
girl in Ohio who carried a sign saying, "Bring Us To
gether." He promised to make that the theme of his 
administration. 

This is basically the meaning of reconciliation, the 
ministry in which Christians have engaged for nearly 
2000 years. With all the division that has now invaded 
the body of Christ, we ought to adopt this anew as 
our theme. Togetherness is a Biblical idea, and I now 
discuss it with you under three headings: 

I. 	BRING US TOGETHER WITH GOD 

1. 	This implies that we are separated from God - 
that we need reconciliation. 

2. Sin has separated us from God. (Isa. 59:1,2.) 
3. 	The whole scheme of redemption is designed to 

remedy this separation. 

II. 	BRING US TOGETHER IN CHRIST 

1. This 	 implles that man is outside of Christ and 
lost, but that there is a means of salvation -- sin
ful man can be reconciled with a holy God. 

2. 	Christ is the bridge between man and God. Here 
man is invited to meet God and be reconciled. 
(2 Cor. 5:19.) 

3. 	Reconciliation takes place in Christ -- that is 
where man meets God. But in order to be in 
Christ, we must get into Him. (Gal. 3:26,27; 

. Rom. 6:3,4.) 
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III. BRING US TOGETHER AS CHRISTIANS 


1. The religious world is a chaos of division. Such 
a condition is both unscriptural and unchristian. 

2. division is condemned. (l Cor. 14:33; 1:10-16; 
James 3:16; Gal. 5:19-21; Matt. 12:22-26; Rom. 
16:17,18.) 

3. Unity is enjoined by: 
a. 	The prayer of Jesus. (John 17:20.) 
b. 	The com mand of Paul. (l Cor. 1:l 0.) 
c. 	The plan of the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 4:4-6.) 

4. 	When people follow God's plan they will be to
gether. They divide only when some or all depart 
from God's way. 

CONCLUSION 

If we are to be together with God in Christ, then 
we must be together as Christians. (l John 1:7.) When 
Christians are together with God in Christ they are 
united -- united in faith, name, doctrine, organization, 
and practice. 

THE KING'S BUSINESS REQUIRES HASTE 

1 SAM. 21:8 

Background to the text -- 1 Sam. 20. The incident 
of 1 Sam. 21:1-10 occurred on David's flight from Saul. 
For Ahimelech's part in helping David, 85 in priestly 
service were killed by Saul (l Sam. 22:12-18) and the 
whole city of Nob, the city of priests, were destroyed, 
men, women, children, stock, etc. (l Sam. 22:19.) 

David was thus not on the king's business, and the 
haste required was to save his own life. However, we 
are on the King's business and the haste required is for 
the salvation of souls. Our subject (lifte'd from 1 Sam. 
21 :8) falls into four divisions: 

I. 	THE KING 
Our King is Christ the Lord. (John 18:36,37; Acts 
2:29-32; 1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 17:14; 19:16.) 
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II. THE KING'S BUSINESS 


His business is stated in the Great Commission. 
(Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15,16; Luke 24:44-49.) 
1. 	Teach every creature. 
2. 	Baptize those who believe. 
3. 	Teach the baptized to observe all things. 

III. REQUIRES 

1. 	Devotion. (Matt. 16:24; 6:33.) 
2. Vision. (John 4:35,36.) 
3. 	Planning. (Acts 13:1-3.) 
4. 	Organization. (Phil. 1 :1.) 
5. 	Promotion. (Mark 1 :40-45.) 
6. Work. (Acts 1:1; 2:46; 20:20,21.) 
7. 	Enthusiasm. (Phil. 4:13; Rom. 8:28.) . 
8. 	Cooperation. (Acts 2:44,45; 4:34,35.) 
9. 	Support. (Phil. 4:16; 2 Cor. 8:9; 9:6,7.) 

10. Faithfulness. (Rev. 2:10; 1 Cor. 15:58.) 

IV. HASTE 

1. 	The business is urgent. 
2. 	We must not wait. Every minute we delay, 

thousands will be lost. (Eccl. 9:10.) 

CONCLUSION 

Our King is worthy of the business God has 
given Him. (Rev. 5:11,12.) He is therefore worthy of 
our service. 

MARRIAGE - A BIBLICAL OVERVIEW 

GEN. 2:18 

Listen to the radio, watch TV, read the newspapers, 
go to the movies, sit in a courtroom and you get the 
same message, strong and clear: marriages are in trou
ble. The home is endangered. Divorce is easy... and 
rampant. Why? 

There are undoubtedly many factors, such as society, 
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philosophy, pressure, independence, etc. But in my 
judgment the basic and most fundamental cause 
is the lack of appreciation for and the practice of 
Scriptural teaching on this subject. Many do not know 
what the Bible teaches and many who do know do not 
care and thus do not practice it. 

While the Bible has a great deaJ to say about mar
riage, but perhaps we can get a rather quick overview -
a brief look at what the Bible teaches about it. 

I. MARRIAGE IS A DIVINE INSTITUTION 

1. 	It was instituted by God. (Gen. 2:21,22.) 
2. 	He joins the two together as one. (Gen. 2:24.) 

II. MARRIAGE IS HONORABLE 

1. Woman is the extension of man. (Gen. 2:23.) 
2. 	Their union is to be held in honor. (Heb. 13:4.) 
3. 	Permissible but not commanded; so is celibacy. 

(l Cor. 7:7; Matt. 19:10-12.) 

III. MARRIAGE IS PERMANENT 

1. 	God joins them together. (Matt. 19:6.) 
2. Their union establishes a new social unit -  a 

home. (Gen. 2:24.) 
3. They are bound together until death. (Rom. 

7:1-4.) 
4. 	The union can be broken only by agreement of all 

three parties, man, woman, and God. The only 
time God agrees for the union to be broken is 
when one is unfaithful. (Matt. 19:9.) 

IV. MARRIAGE 	IS A UNION - a union of bodies, minds, 
and purposes 

1. 	The two become one flesh. (Gen. 2:23,24.) 
2. 	Each is to love and respect the other. (Eph. 

5:28,29.) 
3. 	Each has his/her own responsibility and function. 

(Eph. 5:22-25; 1 Pet. 3:7.) 

V. 	 MARRIAGE IS PURPOSEFUL. There are several 
scriptural purposes: 
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1. 	The socialogical purpose is companionship. (Gen. 
2: 18.) 

2. 	The industrial purpose is assistance. (Gen. 2:18.) 
3. 	The sexual purpose is union. (Gen. 2:24.) 
4. 	The biological purpose IS procreation. (Gen. 

1:27,28; 1 Tim. 5:14.) 
5. 	The domestic purpose is the home. (Titus 3:2-5.) 
6. 	The moral purpose is purity. (l Cor. 7:2.) 

CONCLUSION 

We all fall into one of two classes: we are either 
married or else we are not married. 

1. 	If one is not married, he should, if he plans to 
marry, choose his mate with extreme care, con
sidering the Biblical overview of marriage -- it 
is divine. 

2. 	If one is married he should determine to make 
his marriage Christian, happy, and permanent. 
One should no more think of putting away his 
mate than he would a member of his body, such 
as the eye, hand, foot, etc. 

HANNAH - A MOTHER BY CHOICE 

1 SAM. 1 AND 2 

Childbirth is a vital part of woman's service to God. 
(l Tim. 2:15.) This is not to say that a couple has no 
right to limit the size of their family (circumstances 
may make it wise for them to do so), but it is to say 
That women are made to be mothers. Of all the things 
they do well, this they do best. 

Yet this year alone will see nearly two million 
babies aborted in this country. Killed for no higher rea
son other than the mother not wanting to bear the child. 
With the staggering facts about abortion before us, 
it should be refreshing to turn to the Bible and 
find a woman who was a mother by choice. 
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I. HER HUSBAND LOVED HER 


1. 1 	Sam. 1 :5,8.) 
2. 	She thus had a proper home for a child. 

II. HER RIVAL PROVOKED HER 

1. 	Elkanah had two wives, Hannah and Penninah. 
2. 	Peninnah had children. (l Sam. 1:2.) But Hannah 

was barren. Peninnah made the most of the 
situation by reproaching Hannah. (l Sam. 1:4-7.) 

III. SHE PRAYED FOR A CHILD 

1. 	1 Sam. 1:10,12,15. 
2. 	She went to the lord for help in her distress. 

IV. 	SHE VOWED TO THE LORD THAT IF HE WOULD 
GIVE HER A SON SHE WOULD GIVE HIM TO THE 
LORD 

1. 	1 Sam. 1: 11. 
2. 	Parents ought to recognize that children are a 

gift from God. (Ps. 127 :3-5.) 
3. 	Since they are from God, they should be trained 

for service to the lord. (Eph. 6:4.) 

V. 	THE LORD HEARD HER PRAYERS 

L 	 1 Sam. 1 :20. 
2. Would one kill a child given in answer to prayer? 

VI. 	SHE PREPARED SAMUEL FOR THE LORD'S 
SERVICE. 

1. 	1 Sam. 1 :21-23. 
2. How 	 many parents today prepare their children 

for everything but the service of the Lord? 

VII. SHE 	 CONTINUED TO HELP HER SON IN THE 
LORD'S SERVICE YEAR AFTER YEAR 

1. 	1 Sam. 2:18,19. 
2. 	She did not start something she was not willing 

to finish. 
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VIII. THE LORD BLESSED HER BY GIVING HER THREE 
OTHER SONS AND TWO DAUGHTERS 

1. 	 1 Sam. 2:20,21. 
2. 	One cannot outgive God. 

CONCLUSION 

Mothers by choice is God's solution to both abortion 
and child abuse. Both God and the world need such 
mothers: for they are the ones who will provide proper 
homes for their children, train them for service, and 
then give them to the work of the Lord. 0 blessed 
child who has such a mother! 

FAITH IS THE VICTORY 

1 JOHN 5:4,5 

In the chorus of the greatly loved hymn, Faith is 
the Victory, we sing: 

Faith is the victory! 
Faith is the victory! 
o glorious victory 
That overcomes the world! 

Our text affirst this grand truth. How it overcomes 
is illustrated in Heb. 11 :32-40. It overcomes- when it 
surrenders all and steps out on the promises of God. 
Thus faith is the victory: 

I. OVER UNBELIEF AND DOUBT 

1. 	Unbelief is man's most gloomy and hopeless state. 
How could one live in this wicked world without 
believing God is ultimately in control -- that 
someday He will say enough. How could one face 
death of a loved one with no hope of reunion 
on another shore? 

2. 	Ps. 14:1; 1 Cor. 15:19; Eph. 2:12. 
3. 	The unbelieving heart is changed by faith. This 

is the victory! 
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U. OVER SELF 


1. 	Self is our biggest problem and selfishness will 
destroy us unless we escape its hold. 

2. 	Jesus required three essentials in Matt. 16:24: 
a. 	Deny self -- not deny self of something but 

deny self. 
b. 	Take up one's cross. Each man has his own 

cross to bear in the service of Christ. 
c. 	Follow Christ. Do His will. (Matt. 7:21.) 

Walk in His steps. (l Pet. 2:21.) 
3. 	Victory over self is won through faith. 

m. OVER MATERIAL THINGS 

1. 	Jesus saw material things as necessary but not 
the primary stuff of life. (Matt. 16:26; Luke 
12:15.) 

2. 	We are being swallowed up by material things. 
3. 	It is not the need of such, but the love of such 

that we must overcome. (Matt. 19:24; 1 Tim. 
6:6-12.) 

4. 	Faith is the means by which we can come to 
value the spiritual over the material. 

IV. OVER FEAR 

1. 	Fear and anxiety are characteristics of our time. 
2. 	Faith is the means to drive them out. (l John 

4:18.) 

V. 	OVER IMMORALITY 

1. 	"The world" in many passages means the world 
of sin and wickedness. It has such drawing and 
decieving power that it becomes top priority 
for us to overcome it. 

2. 	John defines worldiness. (l John 2:15-17.) Three 
elements: 
a. 	The lust of the flesh -- fleshly appetites. 
b. 	The lust of the eyes -- things to behold and cov

et after. 
c. 	The pride of life -- self on the throne; God 

in the dust. 
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3. "Faith is the victory, we know, that overcomes 
the world." 

VI. OVER DEATH AND THE GRAVE 

1. We are all subject to death 
9:27; 1 Cor. 15:42-44.) Many 
all their lives. (Heb. 2:15.) 

and 
live 

decay. 
in 

(Heb. 
of it 

2. When 	Jesus arose, He took the sting out of death 
and the victory from the grave. (1 Cor. 15:55.) 

3. 	Believers in Christ, though they be dead, yet 
shall they live. (John 11 :25.) 

Then onward from the hills of light, 

Our hearts with love aflame; 

We'll vanquish all the hosts of night, 

In Jesus' conqu'ring name. 


CONCLUSION 

Faith is the victory over every evil -- over every
thing that is contrary to the will of God or the 
good of man. 

PRESUPPOSITIONS OF PRAYER 

MARK 11:24 

Ask believing that you shall receive. This believing 
is not wreckless opinion or baseless hope It is faith 
based upon the word of God. In short, we pray for 
that which God has promised to supply if we seek it 
from Him. We believe that He will keep His word. 
Asking in faith is asking according to the will of God. 
(l John 5:14.) 

The whole concept of prayer, both prayed and 
answered, is based upon certain vital presuppositions: 

I. 	THAT GOD IS THERE 

1. 	We do not just pray into the dark, against the 
wind, or shadowbox. (Cf. 1 Cor. 9:26.) 

2. God is there... and he hears. (Ps. 14:1; Heb. 
4:16.) 
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II. 	THAT GOD CARES ABOUT HIS CREATURES 

1. 	If God did not care about our welfare our prayers 
would be pointless -- they would faU on deaf 
ears. (l Pet. 3:12.) 

2. Though 	 life may become dark and dreary and 
friends may forsake us, God cares. (Cf. Hab. 
3:17-19.) He will never leave or forsake us. 
(Heb. 13:15.) 

III. THAT GOD IS CONCERNED ABOUT OUR NEEDS 

1. 	There are many needs we are powerless to supply 
for ourselves. To receive them we must turn to 
God. 

2. God 	supplies according to His will ... and according 
to our need. (James 1:5; 5:16.) 

IV. THAT GOD STILL WORKS IN HIS WORLD 

1. 	He did not create the world, take a long trip into 
space, and forget it. He is still in control. (Heb. 
1:1-4.) 

2. He may work in one of two ways: 
a. Miraculously, that is, without natural laws. 

(Gen. 1 and 2.) 
b. 	Providentially, that is, through His established 

laws. (Matt. 6:24-33; Rom. 8:28.) 
3. 	Since the miraculous has ceased (l Cor. 13:8-13), 

God now answers prayer providentially. 

V. 	THAT GOD HEARS MAN WHEN HE PRAYS 

1. 	God's ears are opened to His children. (l Pet. 
3:12.) 

2. 	God answers. (Matt. 7:11.) He may answer in 
one of four ways: 
a. 	No, not now. 
b. No, I love you too much to grant that. 
c. 	Yes, I was just waiting for you to ask. 
d. Yes, 	and here are some additional things which 

go along with it. 
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VI. 	THAT GOD GRANTS THE PETITIONS OF THOSE 
WHO LOVE HIM 

1. 	If there were no answer, man would rightly grow 
weary. 

2. And 	while we may not know how God will answer, 
we can know that He will. (James 1 :5.) 

VII. 	THAT THE RESULTS OF ANSWERED PRAYER IS 
GOD ACTING 

1. When 	 we pray, "Thy will be done,!! we ought to 
accept the results, whether it is precisely what 
we want or not, as the will of God. This is true 
of a negative answer as well as a positive answer. 

2. Godls 	 will prevails, and we should humbly submit 
to it. After all, that is what we pray for. 

CONCLUSION 

While we may not always be aware of them these 
presuppositions are present every time we pray. 

WHAT WE NEED 

What does this congregation, and each individual who 
makes it up, need? Each of us would probably give a 
different answer, but I think our greatest need can be 
summed up in four words: A sense of mission. 

Our mission is great, and it will take giants in the 
faith to carry it out. (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:16.) 
How can we, the ordinary in this world, do such an 
extraordinary work? Only one way: we must be 
workers together with Christ. (l Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor. 6:1.) 
Without Him we can do nothing. But just as we can do 
nothing without Him, He does nothing without us -- we 
are part of His plan. It is my earnest prayer that this 
lesson w ill turn on the ignition. 

I. 	 WE NEED A POWERFUL MESSAGE 

1. 	The gospel. (Rom. 1 :16.) 
2. With the gospel, Peter had an answer to the 
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people's needs on Pentecost. (Acts 2:36-38.) 
3. 	Paul had an answer to the jailor. (Acts 16:30-33.) 
4. 	The message we have is the solution to the heart 

rendering needs of all men. (2 Tim. 3;14-17.) 
5. 	With such a message we must go; without it men 

will be lost; and without a burning sense of its 
need we will sit idle. 

II. 	WE NEED UNUSUAL VISION 

1. 	 We need to see a world in Sin -- a world led to 
the brink of disaster by Sin. (Rom. 3:9,23; 5;12; 
11 :32.} 

2. A world in sin that needs help. 
3. A 	 world in sin that is crying for help -- "Come 

over and help us." (Acts 16:9.) 
4. A 	world we can help out of sin with the message 

of truth. We have something too good to 
keep for ourselves alone. 

5. We 	 have the message and the means of taking it; 
we lack only the man power, the vision. 

III. WE NEED STEDFAST CHARACTER 

1. Men 	who believe and practice their message under 
all circumstance men who stand firm for 
something. (l Cor. 15:58.) 

2. Men 	 who are more concerned with eternity than 
with material things. (Matt. 6:33.) 

3. Men 	 who know what they believe and why. 
(2 Tim. 1 :12; 1 Pet. 3:15.) 

4. 	Men who believe the best way to build a better 
world is to convert it to Christ. 

IV. WE NEED COMPASSION 

1. 	What does it mean to be lost? (Eph. 2:12.) 
2. W at does it mean to live a useless life. 
3. W at will it mean to die without Christ, having 

mean to stand in judgment with no 
sin -- no hope for eternity. (Matt. 
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5. What will it 
16:19-31.) 

mean to be lost eternally? (Luke 

CONCLUSION 

Yes, what 
really believe 

we 
the 

need is 
message 

a 
we 

sense of 
preach. 

mission, to 
Without the 

gospel, the world is lost. With this fact before us, how 
can we keep from going, how can we keep from 
proclaiming everywhere the soul saving truth. (2 Thess. 
1:7-9.) 

WHAT BEING A CHRISTIAN MEANS TO ME 

ACTS 11:26; 26:28; 1 PET. 4:16 

To be a Christian is to be a follower of Christ. 
Thus it means that: 

I. GOD IS MY CREATOR 

II. JESUS IS MY LORD AND SAVIOUR 

III. THE BIBLE IS MY GUIDE 

IV. THE CHURCH IS MY FELLOWSHIP 

V. CHRISTIAN LIVING IS MY WAY OF LIFE 

VI. SAL V A TION OF SOULS IS MY MISSION 

VII. HEAVEN IS MY HOME 

CONCLUSION 

Since Christianity means so much to me, I want to 
see everyone become a Christian. 

A MAN WHOM THE LORD COULD NOT SAVE 

MATT. 19:16-22 

In justifying sinners, the lord must be just. 
(Rom. 3:26.) Let us then study a man whom the 
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Lord could not save... could not save and remain just. 

I. 	CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MAN 

1. 	He knew he had a need. 
2. 	He had a proper desire -- eternal life. 
3. 	He knew he should do something. 
4. 	He was urgent -- came running. (Mark. 10:17.) 
5. 	He asked the supreme question~ 
6. 	He came at the right time -- In youth. 
7. 	He came to the right person -- Jesus. 
8. 	He had kept the commandmen,ts. 
9. 	But he lacked something. 

II. 	THE LORD'S INABILITY TO SAVE HIM WAS NOT: 

1. A lack of power. (Matt. 9:2-6; 28:18-20.) 
2. A lack of love. (Mark 10:21.) 
3. A 	 lack of concern for the lost (2 Pet. 3:9) -- He 

died to save the lost. 
4. A lack of desire on his part to be saved. 

III. WHY THE LORD COULD NOT SAVE HIM 

He would not give up the one thing that kept him 
from being saved. He tied the Lord's hands by 
refusing to do the Lord's will. 

CONCLUSION 

The Lord cannot save those who reject His plan and 
refuse to follow His word. (Matt. 7:21; Luke 6:46; 
Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38.) 

POSTSCRIPTS TO LIFE 

2 KINGS 5:1 

In writing letters we often add a postscript... an 
afterthought. Life also has its postscripts. Richard 
Nixon could have been a great President... but he lied. 
Judas could have been an apostle of Christ through 
whom divine revelation was given... but he betrayed 
Jesus. A postscript is often needed to fully describe a 
life. 
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I. POSTSCRIPTS I HAVE KNOWN 

1. 	My dad had a difficult time providing for his 
famil y... but he loved work. 

2. 	She could have been a mother... but she chose 
abortion. 

3. 	An old man: believed in heaven... but he was 
afraid to die. 

4. A 	 preacher: He is a good man... but he never 
stands for anything for long. 

II. 	POSTSCRIPTS OF SOME BmLE CHARACTERS 

1. 	Naaman was a great and an honorable man, 
mighty in valor... but he was a leper. (2 Kings 
5:1.) 

2. 	Ananias and Sapphira sold a possession and gave 
part... but they lied to the Holy Spirit. (Acts 
5:1-13.) 

3. 	Peter first preached to the Gentiles (Acts 10-10... 
but he withdrew himself later. (Gal. 2:11-13.) 

4. 	Felix trembled at Paul's preaching... but he decid
ed to wait for a convenient season. (Acts 
26:27-29.) 

5. King Agrippa was almost persuaded... but not 
altogether. (Acts 26:27-29.) 

6. 	The Jews were righteous... but not according to 
the knowledge of God. (Rom. 10:1-3.) 

III. POSTSCRIPTS TO SOME TODAY 

1. 	He is faithful to the church... but he does not 
always tell the truth. (Eph. 4:25.) 

2. 	He professes to follow Christ... but he lives as 
if he were following the devil. (James 4:4.) 

3. 	He says he loves God and His people... but he 
forsakes the assembly. (Heb. 10:25.) 

4. 	He says he loves the souls of men... but he never 
tries to reach them for Christ. (Matt. 28:18-20.) 

5. 	He claims he wants to see the church grow... but 
he gives only a token amount to support it. 
(2 Cor. 9:6,7.) 

6. 	He says he puts the kingdom first... but he 
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neglects it for both pleasure and convenience. 
(Matt. 6:33.) 

CONCLUSION 

The lost say: 
We fear hell... but they continue to foJIow the devil. 

(Matt. 25:41; 2 Thess. 1:7-9.) 
We want to go to heaven•.. but they do not come 

to Christ. (Matt. 11 :28-30.) 

PLAVING ON GOD'S TEAM 

MATT. 16:24. 

One does not become a member of the Lord's 
church to be a spectator. He must become an active 
member of the team. A Scriptural figure for this is 
being a member of the body. (1 Cor. 12:12-27.) Any
one can be a spectator but it takes practice to be on 
the team. 

In his autobiography Lee Iacocca, the man credited 
with creating the Mustang and saving Chrysler from 
bankruptcy, tells of having a private dinner with Vince 
Lombardi, the famous football coach. Iacocca asked 
Lombardi, for his formula for success. Lombardi 
answered: "You have to start by teaching the funda
mentals. A player's got to know the basics of the game 
and how to play his position. Next, you've got to keep 
him in line. That's discipline. The men have to play 
as a team, not as a bunch of individuals•.. But there 
have been a lot of coaches with good ball clubs who 
know the fundamentals and have plenty of discipline 
but still don't win the game. Then you come to the 
third ingredient: if you are going to play together as a 
team, you've got to care for one another. You've got 
to love each other. Each player has to be thinking 
about the next guy and saying to himself: 'If I don't 
block that man, Paul is going to get his legs broken. 
I have got to do my job well in order that he can do 
his. '" 
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Lombardi states three rules for success as a coach, 
but the rules will apply equally as well in business or 
the work of the church. For our purpose, since 
we are concerned only with the work of the church, we 
can sum up the three rules as follows: (l) Know the 
fundamentals; (2) stay in line -- practice discipline; 
(3) stand together -- love each other. Let us look at 
each in more detail. 

I. KNOWING 	THE FUNDAMENTALS. This will require 
knowing many things, among them are: 

1. 	Knowing what the Bible teaches about: 
a. 	God. 
b. 	Christ. 
c. 	The Holy Spirit. 
d. Why Christ came to earth. (Heb. 9:28.) 
e. 	The means of redemption -- blood. 
f. 	The plan of salvation -- how to apply the blood. 
g. 	The church -- its nature, purpose, work and 

organization. 
h. 	The promise and purpose of the second coming. 
i. 	 What awaits both the lost and the redeemed. 

2. Knowing man's nature and needs. 
a. 	He is made in God's image. (Gen. 1:26-28.) 
b. 	But he sinned. (Gen. 3.) 
c. 	His sin separated him from God. (Isa . .59:1,2.) 
d. 	He is hopeless to save himself. (Titus 3:5.) 
e. 	Jesus died in his stead. 
f. 	 He can now be saved and live eternally. 

3. Knowing Christ as: 
a. 	Saviour -- He purchased our pardon. (Luke 

19:10.) 
b. 	Lord -- we must submit to Him. (Acts 2:36.) 
c. 	Priest -- He is our sacrifice. 
d. 	Prophet -- He speaks God's will. (Heb. 1 :1-4.) 
e. 	King -- He is our Ruler. 

4. Knowing 	 the gospel, God's power to save. (Rom. 
1 :16.) It thus fills man's greatest need. 

5. There are other fundamentals, but this will illus
trate the fact that they must be known 
if the church is to succeed. 
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II. STAY IN LINE. That is, we must learn discipline. 

1. 	We must first give ourselves. (Matt. 16:24; 6:33; 
Acts 20:35.) 

2. 	We must run by the rules -- His rules, not ours. 
(2 Tim. 2:5; 1 Thess. 5:21.) 

3. 	We must be temperate in all things -- bring our 
bodies under control. (l Cor. 9:25-17.) 

4. We 	 must add the positive characteristics of a 
Christian. (2 Pet. 1 :5-11.) 

5. 	In short, we must be faithful in all things, regard
less of the cost. (Rev. 2:10.) 

III. STAND TOGETHER. This means that we must be: 

1. 	United -- a divided house will fall. (Matt. 12:25.) 
This applies to the local congregation as well as 
the universal church. 

2. 	Recognize that we are a team -- that we are 
the family of God. (I Tim. 3:15.) We are 
brothers in the same household. (Matt. 23:8.) 

3. 	Love every team mate. Love is an essential 
nature of Christianity. (l Cor. 13.) 

4. 	Recognize the worth and value of every other 
member. (l Cor. 12:14-20.) There are no inferior 
or superior members. 

5. 	Do his own work, not for his own success, but 
for the success of the team (the church). 

CONCLUSION 

We have a great work to do, but unless we follow 
the rules of success we may fail. Thus to reach the 
world for Christ, teamwork is the secret of success. 

REACHING YOUR POTENTIAL 

JOHN 10:10 

There is a TV commercial that says, "Be all you 
can be." That is good advise, especially for Christians 
who are devoted to Christ who offers life to the 
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fullest (John 1O~1 a). Of course all do not have the 
same capacity; thus all cannot become or do the same 
thing. But God built into every person amazing po
tential to grow, to improve, to learn, and to make a 
good life for himself and to help others along the way. 

God did not make man to: 
1. 	 Live in sin -- sin is a foreign matter in one's 

life. (Gal. 6:7,8.) 
2. 	 Live selfishly -- no man is an island to himself 

alone. (Matt. 16:24.) 
3. 	 Live miserably and discontent -- to have con

stant internal friction. (Phil. 4:4.) 

He did make him to: 

1. 	 Enjoy and utilize the world which was made for 

him.2. 	 Live for God and others -- to be ears to hear, 
eyes to see, and hearts to feel. 

3. 	 Live righteously. (Titus 2:11,12; Rom. 10:1-4.) 
To live below what God made one to be is to 

be less than he can be. 

I. YOU HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO BE A CHRISTIAN 

1. 	 No one can be all that he can be until he be
comes what God made him to be... a Christian! 

2. 	 Christ made this possible -- he provided a 
perfect plan. (Rom. 3:26.) 

3. 	 It is now our move. When the gospel was preach
ed to them: 
a. 	The Athenians mocked. (Acts 17 :32.) 
b. 	Felix trembled and postponed a deciSiQ:'n. 

(Acts 24:25.) I 
c. 	Festus said the proclaimer was mad. (Acts 

26:24.) • 
d. 	Agrippa was almost persuaded. (Acts 26:2t.) 
e. 	The Pentecostians gladly obeyed. (A ts 

2:36-41.) 
f. 	 The Samaritans (Acts 8:12), the Ethiopi n 

eunuch (Acts 8:35-39), and Saul of Tarsus 
(Acts 9,22,26) all accepted. 

4. 	 When we hear the gospel we can respond either 
favorably or unfavorably we can exert our 
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potential to become a Christian or continue to 
live the low life of sin. 

II. 	YOU HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO BE A FAITHFUL 
CHRISTIAN 

1. 	 The choice is yours. The Lord has done 
His part and your choice does not depend on 
what others are, say, or do. 

2. 	 Faithfulness involves: 
a. 	Commitment to Christ and His cause. (Matt. 

6:33; 16:24.) 
b. 	Singleness of purpose. One cannot serve 

two masters. (Matt. 7:22-24.) 
c. 	Growth. (2 Pet. 3:18; Heb. 5:12-14.) 
d. 	Work -- Christianity is not a religion of 

sidewalk foremans. 
e. 	Worship. Worship helps keep our spiritual na

ture alive. It brings us into the presence 
of God. 

f. 	Fellowship -- brotherly love. We love to be 
with those we love. 

g. 	Sacrifice -- giving to the Lord. 
(1) 	 I sometimes fear that we insult Him with 

the smallness of our gift. 
(2) 	How must it appear when we live in fine 

houses, walk on expensive carpet, eat 
delicious food, and drive a new car and 
contribute a $1 or two to God, our Maker? 

3. 	 We see more men becoming children in the 
church than in any other sphere. 

III. 	YOU HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO BE A GOOD 
MARITAL PARTNER 

1. 	 Having the capacity does not mean that it comes 
easy. 

2. 	 When two people marry, God joins them to
gether -- the become one. (Matt. 19:3-9.) 

3. 	 That togetherness is to continue as long as both 
live. (Rom. 7:1-4.) 
a. 	Love (agape, phil ia, and eros). When all 

three are present, marriage is heavenly. 

123 




b. 	Understanding. (1 Pet. 3:7.) 
c. 	Respect and appreciation. (Eph. 5:23-25.) 
d. Wives being tender and loving. 
e. 	Husbands being both steel (strong when 

strength is needed) and velvet (gentle and 
kind when occasion demands). 

f. 	Filling each other's needs, physically mentally, 
and emotionally. 

g. Giving 
mands. 
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CONCLUSION 

While there are many things we cannot be, we all 
have the potential to be what God made us to 
be, to be a Christian, to be faithful, and to be good 
marital partners. The exhortation here is to be that, 
to rise to your highest potential that is, be all you 
can be. 

I CAN DO ALL THINGS 

PHIL. 4:13 

As all passages are, this one is set in a context. 
The Philippians were eager for an opportunity to serve 
Paul. (4:10.) Paul had learned to accept whatever 
state life placed upon him. (4:11.) He knew how to 
make the most of life whether full or hungry, 
whether in prosperity or in need. (4:12.) It is in this 
context that he says, "1 can do all things." 

It should be obvious that "all things" must be lim
ited. So we need to see what Paul did and did not 
have in mind. 

1. 	 Some things cannot be done because of their 
nature. We cannot prevent the sun from shining 
or bring the dead back to life. 
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2. 	 Some things cannot be done because they are 
morally wrong, murder, adultery, etc. Paul cer
tainly did not mean that we could do wrong 
through Christ. 

3. 	 Some things are lawful but not expedient. 
(l Cor. 6:12.) Everything God made has a pur
pose and it is right to use it for that purpose. 
But everything is also subject to misuse and 
abuse. flAIl things" does not include the abuse 
of anything. 

In 	 the context we see: 
1. 	 The Philippians had not had an opportunity to 

share with Paul until then. (V. 10.) This is in
volved the thought that we can make the best 
of our opportunities. 

2. 	 Paul was content with his situation. (V. 11.) 
This says that we can make the most of life 
where we are. 

3. 	 He knew both prosperity and hardship. 
(V. 12.) Is he not saying that every situation of 
life can be overcome and used to the glory of 
God? 

Thus the context sets the "all things" in a situation 
of overcoming the lack of opportunities and using what
ever life gives to us to the glory of God. Hence it 
means that we can do God's will where we are with 
what we have. 

We are now ready to note the emphasis of the 
passage: 

I. I 	- the person doing. It is not what the church, or 
you, or they can do, but what I can do. 

n. 	CAN - The determination to do. I can make the 
choice. (Joshua 24:15.) 

III. 	DO - the act of doing. Christianity is a doing 
religion. (Matt. 7:21; James 1:18-25.) 

IV. 	ALL THINGS - the things to be done. Everything 
God wants done in the circumstances I am in. I 
can: 

1. 	 Preach the gospel to those around me. 
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2. 	 Live the Christian life. 
3. 	 Help and encourage others. 
4. 	 Give of my means. 
5. 	 Assemble with the saints. 
6. 	 Put Christ first in my life. (Matt. 6:33.) 

V. 	THROUGH CHRIST the source of power 
for doing. The power is available when we are 
in right relationship with Him. 

VI. 	WHI«:H STRENGTHENETH ME - He gives the 
pow~r to do. We do not carry the yoke alone. 
(Matt. 11:28-30.) 

CONCLUSION 

Yoked with Christ we can do anything God wills, 
if we so choose. Choose now to obey the gospel. 
God wills it. (2 Pet. 3:9.) You can do it. 

LESSONS FROM PERSONAL WORK 

MATT. 28:19,20 

Like most things, personal work can be satisfying 
only when it is done with a heart filled with love and 
compassion -- a heart filled with desire to serve the 
Lord and bring others to His service. It has been 
said, "One cannot take another to heaven without going 
there himself." Even though personal work is primarily 
designed to help bring others to the saving knowledge 
of Christ, we cannot so teach another without helping 
ourselves.. Hence, I call to your attention a few lessons 
we can learn from personal work: 

1. 	PERSONAL WORK MAKES US MORE GOD CON
SCIOUS 
1. 	It teaches us to pray more. Who is strong enough 

to .meet the strains of personal work without a 
good deal of time in prayer? 

2. 	It teaches us to rely more upon God and 
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His providence. We can see our utter helpless
ness without Him. 

3. 	It teaches us to think more of God and less of 
self. It thus helps us to become unselfish. (Selt 
is the root of most, if not all, sins. The more 
we can get away from self the better prepared 
we are to serve God and others.) 

II. PERSON WORK MAKES US MORE SIN CONSCIOUS 

1. 	Nothing is more destructive than sin... and we 
often look at nothing else so lightly. (Rom. 6:23; 
Ps. 51 :4.) 

2. 	Such experiences as the following have helped me 
to be more sin conscious: 
a. 	An old man said, "I am so tired of sin!" 
b. 	Timmy, who was then six years old, and I 

visited with a family of alcoholics. As we left 
he said, ltDaddy, those people surely do need 
help." 

c. 	A young man who had sought happiness in dens 
of vice became disgusted with himself and 
exclaimed, "There must be more to living than 
this!lt 

III. PERSONAL 	 WORK MAKES US MORE TRUTH 
CONSCIOUS 

L 	 One cannot sincerely teach others the truth with
out developing a deeper love for it himself. 

2. 	The Bible is disregarded in almost all religious 
circles today. Men have lost their bearing. 
(2 Tim. 3:5; 4:2-4.) 

3. God 	 fearing people are searching for something 
they have failed to find in denominationalism. 
Just before I baptized W.T. Denevant, a Lutheran, 
he said, "I have tried to live right ever since 
I was 16 years old (he was then about 65), but 
I knew something was missing." 

4. 	The more we deal with people and their problems, 
the more we become aware of the facth that 
truth is that which is most needed in their lives. 
(John 8:32.) 
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IV. PERSONAL 	 WORK MAKES US MORE WORK 
CONSCIOUS 

1. 	One cannot be out long until he realizes that the 
harvest is plentous but the laborers are few. 
(Matt. 9:36-38.) 

2. 	Time becomes more and more precious so 
much to do with so little time to do it. 

V. PERSONAL 	 WORK MAKES US MORE SOUL 
CONSCIOUS 
1. 	One person I had intended to visit died before I 

got there. What a difference it might have made 
to a soul in eternity if I had skipped a meal one 
night and went! 

2. How 	 utterly useless are material things when a 
man's soul is at stake. 
a. 	But too often we seem far more concerned 

about the comforts of a dying body than we 
do about a never-dying soul. We need to 
learn better. 

b. I 	 talked with a man and his wife who had 
plenty, lived in a huge house on a beautiful 
hill. They seemed to have everything to live 
for but a hell of misery was burning inside 
both of them. 

3. How could one be 
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CONCLUSION 

But perhaps the best lesson we can learn from 
personal work is the simple fact that the soul we save 
may be our own! The greatest failure in life would be 
to send our soul into eternity unprepared to meet 
God; the greatest achievement would be to clothe our
selves with eternal salvation. (2 Cor. 5:1-10.) 
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